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PREFACE. 


The  epoch  of  the  French  Revolution,  and  the  wars  to 
which  that  celebrated  event  gave  rife,  almoft  jiiftify  the 
affertion,  that  the  annals  of  mankind  contain  little  more 
than  a record  of  their  crimes  and  calamities. 

At  no  period  either  in  ancient  or  in  modern  times 
have  the  revered  names  of  religion,  liberty,  and  focial 
order,  been  fo  frequently  invoked  or  fo  audacioully  profti- 
tuted ; and  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  civil  rights  of  in- 
dividuals, as  well  as  that  fyftem  of  publick  morals  called 
the  law  of  nations,  have  received  a deep  and  incurable 
wound. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  a feries  of  lingular,  mag- 
nificent, and  difaftrous  events,  like  that  juft  alluded  to, 
which  affords  fuitable  imagery  for  narrative,  and  con- 
ftitutes  at  once  the  miferies  of  fociety  and  the  materials 
for  hiftory.  He  who  is  deftined  to  detail  recent  tranf- 
adlions,  if  adluated  by  the  fpirit  of  truth  and  inde- 
pendence, will  have  to  recapitulate  fuch  a multitude  of 
enormities,  that  the  reigns  of  Nero  and  Domitian  muft 
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appear  lefs  intolerable  from  comparifon.  The  murder 
of  prifoners  in  open  day ; the  publick  detention  and 
alTaffination  of  ambaffadours ; the  iincontrouled  reign  of 
that  panick  terrour  which  appalled  the  innocent,  and 
not  unfrequently  fpared  the  guilty ; the  triumph  of 
men  of  blood  over  the  publick  enemy  as  well  as  the 
moft  virtuous  of  their  fellow  citizens ; one  fadlion  fwal- 
lowing  up  another,  while  the  inftrument  of  deftrudlion 
was  ftretched  forth,  and  the  tomb  yawned,  for  the  vidlors ; 
a frantick  populace  dividing  the  palpitating  members  of 
their  vidlims,  and  a King  coolly  murdering  thofe  fubjedls 
who  had  yielded  to  the  faith  of  a folemn  treaty ; the 
torture,  at  once  the  mark  of  a barbarous  age  and  the 
opprobrium  of  a civilifed  one,  publickly  inflidted;  while, 
as  if  to  form  a climax  and  realife  the  metaphor  of  the 
ancient  poets,  the  dogs  of  war  were  literally  unchained, 
and  the  canine  race  employed  to  hunt  down  the  human 

fpecies  ; fuch  is  the  galaxy  of  crimes  prefented 

during  this  night  of  wonders. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  thefe  hideous  pidlures,  Europe 
has  dlfplayed  many  uncommon  inftances  of  heroifm, 
and  fome  fcenes  have  occurred  in  a neighbouring  coun- 
try, which  furpafs  all  that  is  to  be  found  during  the 
boafted  reigns  of  Marcus  Aurelius  and  the  Antonines. 
Never  did  any  nation  exhibit  fuch  magnanimity,  when 
threatened  with  fubjugation,  flavery,  and  difmember- 
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ment,  on  the  part  of  the  combined  monarchs  of  the  con- 
tinent. Never  did  fo  many  oratours,  philofophers,  men 
of  letters,  and  ftatefmen,  evince  fuch  a perilous  and 
deadly  enmity  to  anarchy,  injuftice,  and  bioodihed ; or 
prefer  with  fo  much  readinefs  the  uplifted  axe  of  the 
executioner  to  the  fcorn  of  their  contemporaries  and 
the  reproaches  of  pofterity.  Even  the  fofter  fex, 
alTuming  a mafculine  courage,  maintained  their  prin- 
ciples on  the  fcaffbld,  and  perilhed  without  a figh  be- 
fore the  ftatue  of  outraged  liberty. 

The  art  of  war  too,  during  this  memorable  period, 
has  been  carried  to  a greater  degree  of  perfedlion  than 
in  any  former  age  ; and  the  young  tadlicians  of  the  new 
fchool  have  overcome  generals  grown  hoary  under 
arms.  The  machinery  of  battles  has  been  calculated 
on  a more  gigantick  fcale ; fleets  have  not  only  fought 
with  greater  flercenefs,  but  exhibited  evolutions  hitherto 
unknown  or  unpradbfed  ; a Angle  army  fometimes  ex- 
tended its  wings  from  the  frontiers  of  France  to  the  heart 
of  Italy,  while  at  other  periods,  one  immenfe  line  offol- 
diers  has  occupied  the  intervening  countries  from  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine  to  the  fhores  of  the  Adriatick. 

The  fciences  alfo,  have  on  this  occafion  followed 
in  the  train  of  Mars,  and  the  fate  of  kingdoms  appears 
to  have  been  not  unfrequently  decided  by  their  influ- 
ence. In  confequence  of  the  introdudlion  of  one  inflru* 
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ment,  intelligence  has  not  only  been  communicated  with 
a degree  of  celerity  nearly  equal  to  that  of  found,  but 
with  all  the  exa61itude  of  literary  communication  ; while 
another,  until  lately  conlidered  as  a toy,  has  been  ren- 
dered fubfervient,  on  one  occafion  at  lead,  to  the  at- 
attainment  of  victory. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  field  for  the  annalift 
is  fpacious:  infiead  of  a deficiency,  there  is  a fuper- 
abundance  of  materials  : feledlion,  rather  than  amplifi- 
cation, is  required  upon  this  occafion,  and  it  becomes 
necefTary  to  vary  by  means  of  epifodes  the  fickening 
detail  of  unavailing  crimes,  and  the  languid  paufes 
occafioned  by  interminable  daughter. 


While  recording  the  tranfadiions  of  fo  long  and  fo 
variegated  a war,  I have  endeavoured  to  dived  my  mind 
of  national  prejudices,  and  widied  to  do  ample  judice  to 
the  exploits  of  foes  as  well  as  of  allies  ; but  I have  in  no 
cafe  omitted  to  celebrate  the  naval  and  military  achieve- 
ments of  a people,  who,  after  maintaining  the  glory  of 
their  dag  on  every  fea,  and  proving  vidlorious  in  every 
general  engagement,  completed  the  triumph  of  their 
arms  by  the  conqued  of  Egypt. 

The  introdudlion,  which  was  written  upwards  of  nine 
months  dnce,  contains  a rapid  fketch  of  an  intereding 


PREFACE. 


period,  as  it  was  deemed  neceffary  to  prefix  an  account 
of  the  leadings  caufes  of  the  French  revolution,  to  the  nar- 
rative  of  the  wars  which  arofe  out  of  that  event. 

Upon  the  prefent  occafion  I have  been  furnifhed  with 
abundance  of  information,  and  have  no- where  applied  in 
vain  ; even  thofe  with  whom  I had  not  always  the  hap- 
pinefs  exactly  to  agree  in  refpedl  to  opinions,  have  fa- 
voured me  with  hints,  obfervations,  and  remarks.  From 
a nobleman  who  lately  occupied  a high  fituation  in  the 
government  of  this  country,  I was  honoured  with  an  im- 
portant communication  relative  to  a fubjedt  that  excited 
the  indignation  of  France,  and  occupied  the  curiofity  of 
Europe,  at  the  beginning  of  the  late  war ; I have  alfo 
enjoyed  the  fatisfadlion  of  acquiring  information  at  the 
fountain-head,  and  chiefs  who  have  fought  and  gained 
the  battles  of  their  country  have  not  difdained  to  read 
and  to  corredt  my  account  of  them. 

As  the  ceffation  from  war  precludes  the  neceffity  of 
fecrecy,  fome  important  documents  have  been  occa- 
fionally  introduced,  and  I have  readily  inferted  an  ori- 
ginal letter  from  the  late  grand-mafter  of  Malta,  juft 
communicated  to  me  by  his  nephewq  a major-general 
in  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain. 

In  the  Appendix,  among  other  papers  neceffary  for 
the  elucidation  of  the  work,  will  be  found  a journal  of 
the  adion  of  the  firft  of  June,  which  ufhered  in  fo  many 
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naval  vi6tories  ; it  was  drawn  up  by  <tin  officer,  who  from 
pofition  as  well  as  fituation  was  enabled  to  convey  a cor- 
re6l  account  of  that  engagement,  and  had  been  formerly 
feen  and  approved  of  by  the  veteran  admiral  who  com- 
manded on  that  memorable  day. 


CHELSEA-PARK  LODGE, 
MIDDLESEX, 

May  1,  1803. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Jr  OLITICAL  focieties,  like  the  individuals  who  compofe  them,  INTROD. 
are  fubjed;  to  variation,  decay,  and  diffolution  : for  the  principles 
of  change  lurk  in,  and  are  equally  interwoven  with  the  texture 
and  materials  of  both.  During  the  lapfe  of  the  two  laft  cen- 
turies, no  great  alteration  had,  however,  taken  place  in  the  an- 
nals of  what  fome  have  rather  fancifully  termed  the  European 
Commonwealth  ; but  an  important  epoch  hath  at  length  inter- 
vened, and  the  fate  of  this  favoured  portion  of  the  globe  ap- 
pears manifeftly  to  have  experienced  a violent  and  portentous 
concuffion. 

It  mu  ft  be  at  length  frankly  confefled,  that  the  revolutions 
which  occur  in  the  hiftory  of  great  nations,  are  but  feldom  either 
fudden  or  unexpeded ; the  germe,  indeed,  unfolds  more  or  lefs 
gradually,  according  to  circumftances,  yet  it  is  ftill  in  a ftate  of 
progreffive  vegetation,  and,  however  difficult  the  tafk  may  ap- 
pear, is  frequently  deteded  by  the  curious  and  intelligent  ob- 
ferver.  Thus,  while  the  crowd  was  content  to  wait  for,  and 
follow  the  current  of  events,  a few  enlightened  individuals  were 
enabled  to  forefee  and  to  predid  two  grand  convulfions  which 
have  happened  in  our  own  time. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

That  which  preceded  the  emancipation  of  an  interefting  por- 
tion of  the  new  continent,  has  long  ceafed  to  puzzle  and  perplex  ; 
and  it  muft  now  be  acknowledged,  that  it  was  not  productive 
of  the  great  and  fatal  changes  which  were  fo  fondly  pro- 
gnofticated.  The  parent  ftate,  inftead  of  being  involved  in  in- 
evitable ruin,  feemed  immediately  to  acquire  greater  energy  from 
compreflion,  and  it  has  undoubtedly  difplayed  more-  gigantick 
efforts  fmee  than  before  : while  the  relative  fituation  of  other 
countries  has  been  but  little  altered,  the  two  kindred  nations  have 
become  more  powerful,  if  not  more  happy,  than  they  were  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  conteft. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  perhaps,  rather  than  expeCted,  that  refults 
equally  favourable  may  arife  out  of  the  French  revolution  : ap-^ 
pearances,  however,  do  not  juftify  the  predidion.  On  the  con- 
trary, a new  deftiny  feems  to  be  preparing  for  Europe.  Par- 
titions of  territory ; change  of  dominion  ; ancient  opinions  and 
eftablifhments  overturned  ; mighty  conquefts  achieved ; an  old 
commonwealth  fwallowed  up  in  Poland  ; new  republicks  ereCled 
in  France,  Italy,  and  the  Archipelago ; Holland  bereft  of  her 
ftadtholders  j Belgium  fevered  from  the  houfe  of  Auflria  ; Venice 
annihilated  as  an  independent  ftate : all  thefe  novel  circum- 
ftances  indicate,  and  perhaps  demonftrate,  a change  in  the 
focial  and  political  world.  A great  and  important  one  had  already 
taken  place  in  refpeCt  to  human  knowledge,  and  become  the 
precurfor,  if  not  the  harbinger,  of  many  of  thefe  extraordinary 
events. 

We  learn  alike  from  hiftory  and  experience,  that  grand  na- 
tional ftruggles  are  but  feldom  unaccompanied  by  memorable 
confequences.  The  Swifs,  at  once  poor,  refolute,  and  virtuous, 
freed  themfelves  from  a foreign  yoke  wnth  peculiar  felicity : nei- 
ther fpoliation  nor  profeription  preceded  or  followed  the  conteft ; 
the  only  blood  that  w’^as  ftied  flowed  in  the  field  of  battle,  and 
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whole  centuries  of  happinefs  rewarded  their  courage  and  for-  INTROD. 


bearance. 

Holland,  during  her  long  and  bloody  ftrife  with  Philip  IT. 
difplayed  all  the  energies  of  republican  vigour,  and  while  yet  ftrug- 
gling  for  her  own  independence,  acquired  colonies  in  America, 
and  created  an  immenfe  empire  in  the  Eaft,  which  enabled  her 
to  foar  above  the  vengeance  of  the  Spanhh  monarchy.  But  that 
towering  genius  was  at  length  fettered  to  the  ground,  by  the  fatal 
afcendency  of  an  illuftrious  family  that  had  contributed  to  her 
liberation;  inftead,  therefore,  of  upholding  her  national  gloiy, 
fhe  has  been  frequently  reduced  to  defpair,  and  forced  fometimes 
to  court,  and  fometimes  fubmit  to,  the  degrading  protection  of  the 
neighbouring  ftates. 

England  has  proved  more  fortunate.  By  the  change  of  her 
dynafty  towards  the  end  of  the  fcventeenth  century,  fhe,  without 
doubt,  involved  herfelf  both  in  foreign  and  in  civil  wars ; but  fhe 
arofe  more  happy  and  more  vigorous  from  the  conteft,|  and  after 
vindicating  her  liberty  and  independence,  covered  the  ocean  with 
her  fleets,  and  rendered  the  mofl;  diftant  nations  of  the  earth 
tributary,  by  means  of  her  manufactures. 

Not  only  the  Ideal  pofition,  but  the  dlfpofition  and  purfuits  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Trans-Atlantic  ftates,  have  as  yet  precluded 
any  grand  or  immediate  effeCts  from  ariflng  out  of  that  revo- 
lution which  rendered  them  a people.  Placed  at  an  immenfe 
diftance  from  the  intrigues  and  the  difputes  of  Europe,  and 
happily  deftitute  of  that  military  genius  which  inevitably  leads 
to  war,  foreign  conqueft,  and  domeftick  fervitude,  they  are 
content  with  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace. 

The  fate  of  France  has  been  more  Angular,  and  is  pregnant 
with  far  greater  events.  Placed  in  the  centre  of  the  civilifed 
world,  poflTeflTing  an  immenfe  internal  ftrength,  difplaying  an 
.aftonifbing  degree  of  enthufiafm,  her  ftruggles  have  been  thofe 
of  a giant,  and  all  the  neighbouring  nations  were  convulfed  in 
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INTROD.  confequence  of  her  Herculean  efforts.  Accordingly,  the  events 
of  the  laft  twelve  years  are  not  to  be  equalled  in  any  fimilar 
portion  of  the  annals  of  modern  times.  During  that  period  we 
have  beheld  one  of  the  moft  general  and  bloody  contefts  that  our 
portion  of  the  globe  has  ever  witneffed ; we  have  feen  a for- 
midable combination  of  powerful  potentates  fail  in  the  attempt  to 
fubjugate  a fmgle  ftate,  although  vifited  by  famine,  diftradted  by 
contending  fad.ions,  and  overwhelmed  with  all  the  miferies  of 
civil  war.  We  have  at  the  fame  time  viewed  a great  nation 
trying  and  exhaufting  every  fcheme  of  government  in  fearch  of 
political  fecurity  and  focial  repofe,  and  after  wading  through  the 
blood  of  her  firft  magiftrate,  a number  of  her  own  citizens,  and 
a countlefs  multitude  of  her  enemies,  we  now  behold  her  acquir- 
ing and  maintaining  that  fuperiority  under  confuls,  which  was 
vainly  attempted  to  be  achieved  during  the  reign  of  her  kings. 

To  inveftigate  the  circumftances,  both  immediate  and  remote, 
that  gave  birth  to  this  mighty  revolution,  not  only  becomes  an 
objedt  of  curiofity,  but  of  pradtical  ufe.  It  is  therefore  neceffary 
to  recur  to  hiftory,  for  the  fymptoms  of  its  decay  may  always 
be  difcerned  in  the  civil  annals  and  political  organifation  of  every 
government ; it  will  be  accordingly  incumbent  on  this  occafion, 
to  trace  abufes  up  to  their  fource,  to  compare  caufe  with  effedl:, 
and  form  an  eftimate  of  the  confequent  good  or  evil  as  connedted 
with  the  previous  advantages  or  defedls. 

Philosophy,  of  late  fo  much  and  fo  unjuftly  decried,  will 
deduce  many  inftrudtive  leffons  from  the  grand  drama  that  has 
been  recently  adted  on  the  theatre  of  Europe  ; and  the  inha- 
bitants of  free  ftates,  whofe  happinefs  and  profperity  were  vainly 
and  ignorantly  fuppofed  to  be  menaced  and  undermined  by  a 
recurrence  to  argument  and  reafon,  while  they  learri  how  to  prize 
and  preferve  the  bleffings  refulting  from  a well-regulated  liberty, 
will  at  the  fame  time  derive  both  benefit  and  confolation  from 
the  awful  fpedtacle. 
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A COLONY  of  robbers  fettling  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  SECT.  i. 
after  perpetrating  a publick  rape  on  the  females  of  a neighbouring 
tribe,  at  length  found  it  necelfary,  for  their  own  fecurity,  to  efta- 
blilh  laws,  and  refpedt  juftice.  The  manners  of  their  defcendants, 
of  courfe,  became  lefs  vicious ; they  feared,  invoked,  and  fa- 
crificed  to  the  gods ; thus  fuperftition  combined  with  policy  to 
inftil  the  firfh  principles  of  morals  into  a rude  nation.  Frequent  Conquefts 
contefts  with  other  ftates,  and  fuccefsful  ftruggles  with  their  own  dence  of^the 
chiefs,  rendered  them  at  once  warlike  and  free.  Equally  im- 
patient  of  the  yoke  of  kings,  and  of  the  narrow  boundaries  of 
Italy,  the  gigantick  ambition  of  the  new  commonwealth  at  length 
aimed  at  univerfal  dominion  under  the  confuls,  and  the  virtues 
and  courage  of  her  citizens  enabled  her  to  attain,  and  perhaps 
alfo  to  deferve  it.  The  impulfe  of  republican  inftitutions  con- 
tinued to  operate  for  a while  during  the  defpotifm  of  the  em- 
perors ; the  victorious  eagles,  which  at  firft  only  hovered  around 
the  capitol,  at  length  extended  their  flight  to  the  remoteft  regions 
of  the  habitable  world  : even  at  this  day,  the  common  law  and 
common  language  of  almoft  every  European  nation  atteft  that 
the  polity  and  manners  of  Rome  were  fuccefsfully  engrafted  on 
a barbarian  flock. 

The  fubveiTion  of  the  Roman  power  forms  another  grand 
epoch  in  the  hiflory  of  the  moft  civilifed  and  mofl  interefting 
quarter  of  the  globe.  The  northern  nations,  a high-minded 
race  of  uncultivated  freemen,  were  now  deflined  in  their  turn  to 
become  the  conquerors  of  a once  mighty  people,  who  had  funk 
by  degrees  into  inglorious  flavery  : with  the  virtue,  the  power 
and  glory  of  the  empire  became  diminifhed,  and  the  hoof  of 
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SECT.  I.  the  feudal  fyftem  at  length  trod  on  the  fplendid  ruins  of  Roman 
jurifprudence. 

l^he^riumph  After  the  anarchy  attendant  on  fo  great  and  fo  general  a change 

rians,  and  had  abated,  tribes  fettled  into  nations,  and  temporary  leaders  ac- 

origin  of  the  . , , . , , r , i 

feudal  fyftem,  quired  a permanent  authority,  under  the  names  or  dukes,  princes, 
and  kings.  Thus  the  chaos  in  which  Europe  had  been  in- 
volved gradually  difappeared ; and  towards  the  beginning  of  the 
feventh  century,  we  behold  embrio  ftates  and  kingdoms,  arifing 
out  of  the  wreck  of  conqueft,  and  the  miferies  of  fubjugation. 

Excellence,  The  feudal  fyftem,  refpedting  the  precife  origin  of  which  fome 
of  the  moft  enlightened  writers  among  the  moderns  have  differed, 
poflefled  two  grand,  original,  and  charadieriftick  features  ; — the 
trial  by  jury,  and  the  reprefentation  of  all  who  were  not  reduced  to 
a ftate  gf  bondage  : thefe  placed  our  northern  anceftors  in  a higher 
fcale  of  exiftence  than  any  of  the  oriental  nations,  and  have 
contributed  to  render  tyranny  lefs  difaftrous  and  more  tranfitory 
in  Europe  than  in  Afia.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  exhibited 
many  glaring  defeats,  which  were  developed  in  the  courfe  of 
time  j and  whenever  a remedy  was  not  immediately  prepared, 
became  produftive  of  the  moft  difaftrous  confequences.  The 

defeas  of  power  of  the  feudal  fovereign  was  extremely  limited ; while 

this  form  of  , ^ , rr  i r i i 

government,  that  oi  the  barons,  or  great  valials  oi  the  crown,  became 

at  once  formidable  and  extenfive.  Enabled  at  any  time,  by  a 
combination,  to  war  with  and  even  impofe  terms  on  the  prince, 
whom  they  termed  their  liege  lord^  they  firft  obtained  grants  of 
their  fiefs  for  life,  then  rendered  them  hereditary,  and  at  length 

inalienable.  As  power  always  tends  to  cumulation,  they  alfo 

began  to  annex  dignities  and  titles  of  honour  to  their  families  : 
they  acquired  or  ufurped  the  right  of  civil  and  criminal  jurif- 
didbion  within  their  own  territories  ; they  coined  money ; they 
led  their  followers  to  the  field  ; and,  in  fhort, enjoyed  all  the 
marks,  power,  and  prerogatives,  of  petty  fovereigns. 
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In  the  mean  time  this  fmgular  fyftem,  fo  favourable  and  even  SECT.  I. 
fo  licentious  when  applied  to  the  great  vaflals  of  the  crown,  de- 
generated by  degrees,  and  became  at  length  harfh  and  terrible  to 
the  bulk  of  the  nation,  about  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century. 

At  this  period,  commerce,  arts,  and  manu failures,  were  almoft  Miferles  and 
alike  unknown  in  the  north  of  Europe;  nearly  the  whole  of  the  people, 
the  members  of  every  community  were  therefore  employed  in 
cultivating  the  earth.  Thefe,  originally  confifting  of  three  dif- 
ferent clalTes,  the  ferfs,  the  villeins,  and  the  petty  freemen,  ap- 
pear to  have  been  reduced,  at  length,  to  the  moft  intolerable 
flavery ; indeed,  in  certain  parts  of  Europe  at  this  very  day, 
the  peafantry  remain  nearly  in  the  fame  degraded  date,  and  ftilL 
exhibit  a lively  image  of  the  bondage  and  the  miferies  of  their 
unhappy  anceftors.  So  late  as  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century, , 
a lord  prefumed  to  exercife  the  power  of  putting  his  flaves  to 
death.  Yet  in  proportion  as  civility  dawned  upon  Europe,  punifh- 
ments  became  more  mild  ; but,  inftead  of  benefiting,  this  appears 
to  have  contributed  to  their  infecurity,  for  the  murder  of  thefe 
unhappy  beings  was  then  compenfated  by  means  of  a fine. 

The  torture  alfo  was  infli<fbed  on  very  flight  occafions:  they 
were  not  even  allowed  originally  to  marry  ; and  when  the  nuptial 
benedid:ion  was  at  length  conferred  by  the  holy  hand  of  a prieft, 
the  ceremony  could  not  take  place  but  by  the  confent  of  their 
matter,  without  incurring  the  mott  grievous  penalties ; thefe, 
however,  in  progrefs  of  time,  were  commuted  for  money.  Sold 
and  difpofed  of  along  with  the  lands,  they  could  not  claim  any 
benefit  from  the  fruit  of  their  labours : none  of  their  eflfedts,  if 
fortunate  enough  to  acquire  any,  could  defcend  to  their  children  : 
they  were  obliged  to  fliave  their  heads,  in  token  of  fervility:  and 

* In  Poland  and  in  RulRa,  the  peafantry  are  fold  with  the  eftates  on  which  they 
were  born  : in  Bohemia,  fuch  are  tlie  feudal  rigours,  that  a marriage  cannot  even 
now  take  place  without  the  confent  of  the  lord  ; but  the  virtues  and  humanity  of 
the  late  count  Bernftorff  removed  this  opprobrium  from  Denmark. 
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SECT.  T.  fuch  was  the  nullity  of  their  teftimony,  that  they  were  not 
allowed  to  give  evidence  againft  a freeman  in  a court  of  juftice*. 
So  great  was  the  power  of  the  principal  vaflals  of  the  crown 
throughout  Europe,  and  fo  intolerable  the  condition  of  thofe 
under  them,  that  many  freemen  were  reduced  by  defpondency  to 
furrender  their  liberty,  and  become  the  voluntary  flaves  of  thofe 
whofe  intereft  it  was  to  feed  and  to  proted:  them. 

It  is  impoffible  to  furvey  this  period  of  the  hiftory  of  human 
nature,  or  contemplate  the  degrading  pidure  of  European  man- 
ners which  prevailed  for  near  live  centuries,  without  the  moft 
lively  emotions.  The  mind  of  every  dilinterefted  individual 
muft  be  alfeded  by  the  idea  of  a fellow- man,  confined  to  a par- 
ticular fpot  of  earth,  compelled  to  labour  for  another,  unproteded 
by  any  efficient  laws,  expofed  to  the  hourly  caprice  of  a talk- 
mafter,  and  finally  condemned  as  he  defcends  into  the  grave  to 
be  deprived  of  the  confolation  that  his  children  lhall  become  free 
and  happy.  Thefe  rigours  are  at  length  banilhed  from  among 
the  more  polilhed  nations  of  our  quarter  of  the  globe.  Like 
Africa  at  prefent,  it  once,  however,  adually  polTelfed  its  Jlave- 
The  fcallao- of  j even  now  the  fcallag  j' of  the  Hebrides,  together  with 

the  Hebrides,  boor  of  Rulfia  and  Bohemia,  ftill  exhibit  a difgufting  rem- 

nant  of  the  ancient  manerial  bondage : happily,  if  we  dare  to 
contemplate  the  difgufting  fcene  of  man  trafficking  in  man,  and 
employing  the  torture  of  the  whip,  to  quicken  thofe  labours 


the  W eft 
Indies. 


* See  Du  Cange,  voc.  Servus. 

f The  lot  of  “ the  Celtick  Have”  is  truly  horrible ; and  I refer  all  fuch  as  wifh  to  be 
acquainted  with  this  barbarous  remnant  of  feudal  lubjecTion,  to  “ Travels  in  the 
Weftern  Hebrides,  from  1782  to  1790,  by  the  Rev.  John  Lane  Buchanan,  A.M. 
MilTionary  Minifter  to  the  Hies,  from  the  Church  of  Scotland.”  The  following 
eulogy  on  a clergyman  In  North  Ulft,  fufficiently  indicates  the  cruelty  with  which 
this  wretched  race  of  men  Is  treated  In  general : “ Never  was  the  minifter  and 
tackfman  of  Ty-Gheary  known  to  kick^  heat^  or  fcourge,  or  in  any  ftiape  to  lift  his 
hand  againft  his  fcallags,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life.  Were  he  not  fo  well 
tempered  a man,  this  moderation^  not  a little  unufual  in  the  Wejlern  Hebrides^  might 
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which  are  defiined  to  adminifter  to  the  exclufive  enjoyment  of  a 
mafter,  we  muft  avert  our  indignant  looks  from  Europe  to 
her  colonies  in  America,  and  weep  over  the  triumphs  of  Co- 
lumbus. 

Yet  outraged  nature,  ever  intent  to  uphold  her  dominion, 
conftantly  haunts  the  offender,  by  means  of  the  demon  of  never- 
ceafing  fufpicion,  and  not  unfrequently  punilhes  him  with  the 
fcorpions  of  never-dying  revenge.  She  vindicated  her  caufe,  in 
refpedt  to  ancient  Rome,  by  the  horrors  of  fecret  plots,  as  well  as 
by  the  more  open  dangers  arifing  from  the  fervile  wars  j and  in 
modern  Europe,  the  commotions  arifing  out  of  fervitude,  did 
not  ceafe  to  alarm  and  terrify  her  various  governments,  until  the 
peafantry  were  releafed  from  a thraldom  intolerable  to  humanity. 
However  reftrained,  or  fubjugated  for  a time,  the  interefls  of  the 
great  mafs  of  population  muft  at  length  predominate.  This  im- 
portant problem  has  been  already  demonftrated  in  thefe  temperate 
climes ; and  flavery,  in  its  moft  odious  hue,  as  well  as  in  all  its 
gloomy  fhades,  is  now  only  to  be  met  with  in  inhofpitable  ex- 
tremes, either  within  or  bordering  upon  the  frigid  or  torrid  zone. 
But  even  the  regions  of  polar  cold  and  equinoctial  heat  cahnot 
long  refift  with  impunity  the  unerring  dictates  of  eternal  wif- 
dom  : within  the  fpace  of  a fingle  century,  the  hyperborean 
bondfman  may,  perhaps,  break  his  chain  on  the  head  of  his 
aftonifhed  lord ; perhaps,  at  this  moment,  the  fame  incontro- 


be  afcribed  to  motives  of  felf-intereft ; for  a few  blows,  even  with  his  naked  fill, 
would  break  their  bones  to  pieces,  and  render  them  for  ever  ufelefs  to  himfelf  and 
to  others.”  P.  41. 

A falfe  concluGon  is,  however,  attempted  to  be  wrefted  from  the  premifes,  with 
a view  of  leflening  our  antipathy  to  negro  flavery : the  fcallags  are  not,  like  the 
Africans  ( adJlriEli gleha ) , attached  to  the  foil;  they  cannot  be  either  bought  or 
fold ; while  the  cruel  punifliments  to  which  they  are  occafionally  fubjefted,  are 
only  to  be  confidered  as  fo  many  violent  infringements  on  thofe  laws,  which  are 
intended  to  aflbrd  protection  alike  to  all. 
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vertible  principle  is  about  to  develope  itfelf  within  the  tropicks ; 
and  the  sera  may  not  be  far  diftant,  when  a Weft-Indian  archi- 
pelago, peopled  by  free  blacks,  will  at  once  terminate  and  avenge 
the  cruelties  committed  againft  Africa  and  the  human  race. 

A BRIEF  fketch  has  thus  been  given  of  two  grand  epochs  in 
the  hiftory  of  Europe.  In  confequence  of  the  firft,  we  behold 
all  its  nations  fubdued  by  the  arms,  and  civilifed  by  the  polity,  of 
the  Romans.  The  fecond  prefents  to  the  incurious  obferver, 
nothing  but  a hideous  mafs  of  deformity,  barbarity,  and  con- 
queft,  colled:ed  by  force,  cemented  by  oppreffion,  and  con- 
tinually tottering  to  its  fall.  The  fkilful  antiquary  is,  however, 
enabled  to  difcriminate  between  the  beauty  of  the  original  de- 
fign,  and  the  unfeemly  additions  impofed  by  the  rude  hand  of 
violence.  It  is  unnecelfary  for  him  to  imitate  the  modern  Wr- 
tuoji^  and  dig  amidft  the  ruins  in  fearch  of  hidden  treafure ; for, 
at  the  firft  glance,  he  can  ftill  difcern  the  form,  ftrength,  and 
dignity,  of  that  majeftick  Gothick  arch,  which  once  conftituted 
the  fecurity  of  nations,  and  on  which  two  fortunate  ftates* 
have  contrived  to  ere<ft:  the  fuperftrudlure  of  their  liberties. 


SECTION  II. 

TIME,  civilifation,  and  manners,  at  length  contributed  to 
foften  the  rigours  of  that  barbarous  code,  which  the  conquerors 
had  originally  impofed  on  the  fubjugated  nations.  But  it  was  in 
Italy,  and  from  commerce,  that  it  firft  received  a deadly  wound. 
Free  communities^  as  they  were  then  called,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
eleventh  century  began  to  be  known,  and  traders  and  merchants 
no  fooner  tafted  the  fweets  of  opulence,  than  they  every- where  be- 


* England  and  America. 
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came  impatient  to  fhake  off  the  hateful  yoke  of  their  infolent  lords. 

At  length,  great  and  powerful  cities  lifted  their  heads.  A few*  ob- 
fcure  peafants,  flying  from  the  ravages  of  the  Huns,  found  fhelter 
amidfl:  the  marlhes  of  the  Adriatic  gulf,  and  formed  a little 
fociety  of  freemen,  from  whofe  huts,  feattered  over  feventy-two 
iflands,  the  haughty  Venice  arofe.  Genoa  and  Pifa,  towering 
above  the  fhores  of  the  Mediterranean  and  the  banks  of  the 
Arno,  not  only  became  opulent,  but  began  to  feel  the  ufual  rival- 
Ihip  arifing  out  of  wealth  and  powder.  The  fpirit  of  commerce 
foon  extended  to  the  north,  and  the  free  cities  conftituting  the 
Hanfeatic  league,  exchanged  the  produdions  of  the  nations 
fituate  on  the  fhores  of  the  Baltic,  for  the  manufadures  of  Italy, 
and  the  precious  commodities  of  the  Eaft. 

But  it  was  not  to  commerce  alone  the  people  were  indebted  for  2.  by  thedif- 
a melioration  of  their  condition : the  clafhing  interefts  of  the  the  kings  and 
kings  and  barons,  contributed  not  a little  to  raife  the  various  > 

nations  of  Europe  from  the  lowly  ftate  into  which  they  had  been 
plunged,  by  the  injuflice  of  the  feudal  incidents.  The  former 
began  this  memorable  reform  on  their  own  domains,  for  they 
could  not  exercife  any  fimilar  jurifdidion  within  the  fiefs  of  their 
fubjeds ; but  they  thus  contrived  fecretly  and  infenfibly  to  fap 
that  power  which  they  were  utterly  unable  to  contend  with  in 
open  day.  Nor  was  the  event  unfaithful  to  their  expedations. 

The  emancipated  flave  diminifhed  the  alarming  influence  of  the 
powerful  baron,  while  the  town  or  city,  where  the  prince’s 
power  was  acknowledged,  became  a counterpoife  to  the  caftle  in 
w^hich  the  feudal  lord  exercifed  a formidable  jurifdidion. 

FoiiTUNATELY  for  mankind,  the  ignorance  of  thefe  petty  ty- 
rants, whofe  . minds  were  alone  occupied  about  war  and  the  chace, 
prevented  them  from  perceiving  the  remote  confequences  of  this 
happy  innovation.  They  even  caught  the  infedion  of  example ; 
and  by  granting  certain  privileges  to  their  vaffals,  prepared  for  the 

fubverfion  of  the  moft  egregious  tyranny  that  mankind  had, 
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3.  by  the 
creation  of 
courts  of  ap- 
l)fal ; 


4.  by  the 
crufades  ; 


5.  by  pro- 
hibiting tilts 
and  tourna- 
ments 3 


G.  by  the  fpl- 
rit  of  the' feu- 
dal inftitu* 
tions  5 


7.  by  the 
charters 
granted  to 
towns,  See.  ; 


perhaps,  ever  witnefled.  Another  grand  engine  recurred  to  upon 
this  occafion,  was  the  creation  of  courts  of  appeal,  and  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  tribunals  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice.  By  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  folly  and  fanaticifm  that  prevailed  during 
the  crufades,  the  kings  of  Europe  began  alfo  to  increafe  their  own 
power  and  confequence.  At  a later  period  they  difcountenanced 
tilts  and  tournaments,  which  colledted  numerous  bodies  of  men 
around  the  caftles  of  the  nobility  ; and,  at  length,  adopted  ftill  more 
effectual  meafures  for  lefl'ening  their  confequence,  and  diminiihing 
their  influence,  by  decreafmg  the  number  of  their  retainers. 

But  what  contributed  mofi;  to  produce  a change  in  the  face  of 
Europe,  was  the  policy  of  her  princes,  as  applied  to  the  political 
privileges  of  the  people.  It  was  a grand  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  the  feudal  fyftem,  that  no  freeman  fhould  be  fubjedied 
to  any  new  laws  or  taxes,  imlefs  he  himfelf  had  previoufly  af- 
fented  to  them.  Accordingly,  the  chief  landholders  prefided  in  the 
great  council  of  the  nation,  and  exercifed  thefe  prerogatives  in  the 
fame  manner  that  their  own  fubordinate  vaffals  fat  and  decided  in 
the  baronial  courts.  The  immunities  granted  to  the  towns  and 
cities  had  already  formed  fo  many  little  commonwealths,  in 
which  the  inhabitants  were  governed  by  their  own  laws  ; thefe 
freemen,  of  courfe,  pofTeffed  a claim  to  reprefentation ; and  we 
accordingly  find  fome  fovereigns  calling  them  in  to  their  aid,  and 
affigning  them  a place  in  the  councils  of  the  nation. 

Italy  being  the  fiift  country  in  Europe  that  attained  any  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  civilifation,  we  ought  undoubtedly  to  fearch 
there  for  the  earlieft  traces  of  popular  reprefentation. 

As  the  government  of  Venice,  from  the  year  452  to  the  end 
of  the  thirteenth  century,  was  either  democratical  or  mixed,  fo 
the  form  we  allude  to  feems  to  have  been  coeval  with  its 
foundation.  In  Spain  alfo,  we  find  the  third  efiate  claiming  a 
remote  origin,  and  the  immunities  of  her  cities  conferring  a vote 
in  the  Cortes  immediately  after  the  expulfion  of  the  Moors.  . lu 
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Arragon  in  particular,  the  burgeffes  appear  to  have  been  con-  SECT.  ii. 


flituent  members  of  thofe  affemblies 


tution,  although  no  decided  proof  of  this  fadt  exifts  anterior  to 

1133- 

An  order  of  peafants  feems  to  have  exifted  in  Sweden  fo  early  and  8.  by  rp- 
as  the  twelfth  century,  and  the  deputies  of  the  imperial  cities 
formed  a feparate  bench  in  the  diet  in  1293. 

In  England  and  France,  the  admiffion  of  the  citizens  pro- 
ceeded from  different  motives,  and  was  attended  with  different 
effedts  : in  the  former  country,  the  barons  who  took  arms  againfl: 

Henry  III.  fummoned  them  to  attend  in  parliament,  with  a 
view  to  counterbalance  the  power  of  the  king ; while,  in  the 
latter,  Philip  the  Fair  convoked  them  along  with  the  ftates  in 
1301  *,  for  the  purpofe  of  ferving  as  a check  upon  the  nobility, 
and  enabling  him  to  rep  refs  the  pretenfions  of  the  papal  fee. 

It  is  generally  allowed  then,  that  in  the  monarchical  ftates  of 
Europe,  and  particularly  in  France,  the  cities  obtained  grants  of 
privileges,  and  the  people  a right  of  reprefentation,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  policy  or  the  neceffities  of  their  rulers.  No  fooner, 
however,  had  the  barons  ceafed  to  be  objedls  of  jealoufy,  by 
being  deprived  of  a great  part  of  their  power  and  influence,  than 
the  increafmg  opulence  of  the  third  eftate,  or  commons,  to- 
gether with  their  fturdy  oppofition  to  whatever  appeared  arbitrary 
and  unjuft,  alarmed  the  fufpicions  of  afpiring  royalty.  We  ac- Kings  jealous 
cordingly  find  princes  feizing  on  the  franchifes  of  thofe  cities  and 
towns  which  they  had  been  before  fo  zealous  to  protedf,  taking 
meafures  that  the  ftates,  diets,  or  parliaments,  fhould  fall  into 
difufe,  and  permitting  the  peafants  to  relapfe  into  their  former 


flavery. 


* Robertfon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Charles  V.  mentions  the  firft  meeting  of  the 
ftates-general,  as  having  occurred  in  1302;  but  Mezeray  exprefsly  aflerts,  that 
they  met  at  “ Notre  Dame”  in  1301.  This  is  confirmed  by  BofTuet,  in  his 
“ Suite  de  I’Hiftoire  Univerfelle,”  p.  ii,  p.  92. 
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SECT.  11.  A NEW  fpecies  of  anarchy,  not  unfrequently  under  the  forms 
of  law,  and  the  appearance  of  juftice,  enfued.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  great  ftates  of  Europe  were  expofed  for  feveral  centuries 
Triumph  of  fo  the  oppreffion  of  their  monarchs.  Arbitrary  imprifonments, 
opprcifion.  fines,  and  capital  punifhments,  every-where  prevailed  : the  people 
were  deftitute  of  protection  ; the  nobles,  inftead  of  being  the 
rivals  of  their  kings,  now  formed  part  of  their  retinue  ; and  what 
was  ftill  more  finiftrous,  and  rendered  the  fate  of  the  bulk  of 
mankind  almofl  entirely  hopelefs,  the  ufurpations  of  the  court  of 
Rome,  and  the  fuperftitions  of  Italy,  contributed  to  fpread  the 
fombrous  and  portentous  veil  of  ecclefiaftical  defpotifm  over 
every  chriflian  ftate. 

A FEW  favourable  circumftances,  however,  at  length  con- 
tributed to  difpel  the  Gothick  night,  in  which  our  portion  of  the 
Great  change  globe  was  involved.  The  happy  effeCts  proceeding  from  the  dif- 
covery  of  a new  world  by  Chriftopher  Columbus,  and  of  a new 
paflage  to  Afia  by  Vafquez  di  Gama,  foon  became  evident  in  the 
increafmg  w^ealth,  enterprife,  and  love  of  liberty,  generated  and 
acquired  by  the  commercial  ftates ; the  invention  of  printing  alfo 
produced  a hidden  diffufion  of  knowledge,  and  hnally  the  re- 
formation, by  emancipating  the  minds  of  thofe  from  bigotry 
whofe  bodies  had  been  fo  recently  liberated  from  thraldom, 
rendered  all  the  northern  nations  more  enlightened,  more  in- 
duftrious,  more  happy,  and  more  free. 


SECTION  HI. 


SECT.  III.  TOWARDS  the  clofe  of  the  hfth  century,  the  Franks,  a na- 
Of  the  tion  the  very  name  of  which  implies  the  free  condition  of  the 

Franks.  individuals  who  compofed  it,  determined  to  leave  their  native 


INTRODUCTION. 


XV 


forefts,  fituate  in  that  part  of  Germany  enclofed  by  the  Rhine,  SECT.  HI. 
the  Elbe,  and  the  fea.  They  accordingly  croffed  the  former 
thefe  rivers  under  Clovis,  defeated  their  enemies  in  a pitched 
battle,  acquired  full  pofleffion  of  an  extenfive  territory,  which 
fome  of  their  countrymen  had  before  invaded,  and  impofed  at 
once  their  dominion  and  their  name  on  Gaul  *.  The  eafe  with 
which  they  fubdued  a country  where  Casfar  once  found  the  moft 
formidable  oppofition,  would  appear  fingular,  were  w’e  not  told 
by  one  of  the  few  writers  worthy  of  the  appellation  of  an  hif- 
torian  f,  that  by  being  -formed  into  a Roman  province,  the  in- 
habitants had  become  at  once  refined  and  degenerate  ; and,  in  con- 
formity to  the  uniform  teftimony  of  experience,  loft  their  bravery 
and  their  liberty  together. 

Like  other  nations,  in  fimilar  fituations,  the  conquerors  enter- 
tained thofe  lofty  notions  of  individual  liberty  ever  cherifhed 
during  the  infancy  of  fociety,  and  were,  therefore,  lefs  the  fub- 
je(fts,  than  the  companions,  of  their  leaders,  who  were  generally 
felefted  by  themfelves.  Even  for  many  centuries  after  their  fet-  Their  love  of 
tlement  on  this  fide  of  the  Rhine,  their  notions  of  the  royal  pre- 
rogative  were  extremely  limited,  and  they  took  care  to  keep  their 
kings  in  conftant  dependence  on  the  community. 

Under  the  firft,  or  Merovingian,  and  the  fecond,  or  Car- 
lovingian,  race,  the  throne  was  accordingly  eled;ive  ; the  fuccefsful ' 
candidate,  in  compliance  with  military  ufage,  being  placed  upon 
a fhield,  and  elevated  on  the  ftioulders  of  the  furrounding  war- 
riors. But  the  people  not  only  poflelfed  the  power  of  nominat- 


* Greg.  Turon.  lib.  ii.  c.  27.  This  is  faid  to  have  occurred  about  the  year 
486  ; but  fome  of  the  French  antiquaries,  contending  more  for  glory  than  for 
truth,  are  defirous  to  convert  the  predatory  incurfions  of  a few  individuals  into  a 
complete  conqueft,  and  have  accordingly  affected  to  date  this  event  from  the  time 
of  Pharamond,  and  even  from  a ftill  earlier  period, 
f Tacitus,  in  vit.  i\gric. 
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iiig,  for,  according  to  indifputable  teftimony  they  alfo  exer- 
cifed  the  right  of  depofing  him,  if  he  proved  unworthy  of  his 
ftation. 

The  great  council  of  the  nation  was  alTembled  regularly  every 
year  in  the  field  ofi  Mars^  fo  called  from  the  month  in  which 
they  ufually  met ; and  the  king,  according  to  the  fimple  manners 
of  the  age,  being  feated  on  a waggon  drawn  by  oxen,  proceeded 
to  the  fpot,  and  prefided  as  chief.  It  was  on  thefe  occafions  that 
they  decided  on  publick  affairs,  declared  war,  confented  to  peace, 
and  conferred  all  honours,  commands,  and  offices,  appertaining  to 
the  ftate.  Even  the  mayors  of  the  palace,  who  adied  as  the 
afTeffors  of  weak  and  timid  princes,  and  finally  feized  upon  the 
throne  for  themfelves,  were  nominated  by  the  nation  f ; and  in  a 
capitulary  of  Charlemagne,  it  is  exprefsly  enjoined,  that  the  peo- 
ple fhould  be  confulted  touching  new  laws ; whence  it  may  be 
reafonably  inferred,  that  even  in  his  time  the  French  were  to  be 
bound  by  fuch  only  as  they  had  previoufly  affented  to. 

Under  the  third  race  the  greater  part  of  the  people  was 
reduced  by  the  barons  to  the  moft  degrading  flavery  \ ; but  the 


See  Hottoman’s  Franco-Gallia,  cap.  vi.  This  learned  civilian,  who  com- 
pofed  his  celebrated  treatife  In  1573,  Hates  a number  of  inftances  in  which  the 
prince  was  dethroned  for  a variety  of  caufes.  “ Regno  fe  abdicate,  coegerunt : 
< propter  inertiam ; propter  ftuporem  Ingenii,”  &c.  He  begins  with  Childeric,  and 

ends  with  Charles  the  Simple.  While  treating  of  the  former,  he  exprefles  himfelf 
as  follows : “ And  this  moft  glorious  and  famous  deed  of  our  anceftors  deferves 
the  more  diligently  to  be  remarked,  for  having  been  achieved  at  the  very  beginning 
and  in  the  infancy  of  the  kingdom,  as  if  it  had  been  a denunciation  and  decla- 
ration, that  the  kings  of  Franco-Gallia  were  made  fuch,  upon  certain  known  terms 
and  conditions  ; and  were  not  tyrants  with  abfolute.)  unlimited^  and  arbitrary  power.’’ 

-)-  Franco-Gallia,  cap.  xli. 

J It  appears  evident,  thztvillenage,  or  flavery.  In  England,  foon  afTumed  a milder 
afpeft-  than  in  France,  although  it  did  not  altogether  difappear  even  among  us, 
until  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  The  neife.,  or  female  Have,  might  have  recourfe  to 
an  appeal  of  rape.,  if  the  lord  violated  her  perfon.  Litt.  § 189 — 194.  The  villein 
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national  council  long  continued  to  exercife  a large  portion  of  SECT.  III. 
power  and  influence.  The  nobles  who  fat  there,  cheriflied  an 
uncommon  degree  of  jealoufy  in  refpedf  to  the  crown,  and  out  of 
this  arofe  their  future  fubjugation,  and  that  of  the  nation  : for 
they  exprefsly  avoided  the  enadiion  of  general  laws,  becaufe  they 
muft  have  been  enforced  by  the  executive  power.  This  error 


alfo  had  a remedy  at  law  againft  hts  lord,  in  cafe  of  the  murder  of  his  anceftor,  or 
the  maim  of  his  own  perfon : privileges  which  feem  to  have  been  unknown  to  the 
lame  unhappy  clafs  of  perfons  in  France. 

In  the  great  charter,  procured  by  the  gallant  ftruggles  of  the  barons,  it  was  fur- 
ther provided,  that  the  merchant  fhould  be  exempt  from  arbitrary  imports,  while 
the  bondman  was  not  to  be  any  longer  fubje£t  to  the  forfeiture  of  his  inrtruments  of 
tillage.  On  the  other  hand,  we  are  told  by  Commines,  that  the  league  for  the  pub- 
lick  good  in  France  (It  ligue  de  hien  public)  was  very  jurtly  termed  by  the  ferfs,  who 
acquired  nothing  by  it,  but  the  chance  of  perifhing  in  battle  againft  Louis  XI. 
(le  ligue  du  mal  public),  the  league  for  the  publick  evil... 

The  memory  of  fome  very  odious  prerogatives^  fuch  as  prelibation,  droit  de  cul~ 
lage,  &c.  was  not  entirely  baniflied  from  the  nation  we  alude  to,  even  at  a very 
recent  period;  and  the  peafants  were  treated  with  great  rigour  andharflinefs  in  our 
own  times.  A late  author  alTerts,  that  feudal  claims  of  a very  extraordinary  kind  (till 
continued  to  be  enacted  : “ Plufieurs  nobles  avoient  le  droit  d’exiger  des  payfans  de 
leur  feigneurie  de  venir  battre  les  fortes  de  leur  chateau,  pour  empecher  le  croalTe- 
ment  des  grenouilles  this,  however,  it  muft  be  confefted,  carries  an  air  of  ridi- 
cule with  it ; but  it  was  afterwards  afierted  in  the  conftituling  aflembly  without 
contradi£lion,  and  that  too  by  a noble. 

It  is  well  known  alfo,  that  fo  late  as  the  time  of  Louis  XIV.  the  Count  de 
Charolois  was  accuftomed  to  divert  himfelf  by  fhooting  his  peafants,  and  inftead 
of  being  executed  for  thefe  afiaftinations,  was  feveral  times  pardoned  : the  reply  of 
the  king  to  one  of  his  folicitations,  was  worthy  of  a monarch,  evidently  an  ac- 
complice in  all  the  murders  fubfequent  to  the  firft  : “ Je  vous  accorde  encore 
celle-ci  *,  mais  en  meme  terns,  je  promets  aufla  la  grace  a celui  qui  vous  tuera.” 

The  inhabitants  of  Mount  Jura  were  adlually  flaves  at  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution,  being  the  abfolute  property  of  the  noble  chapter  of  St.  Claude  ; and 
Jean-Jacob,  one  of  the  natives  who  repaired  to  Paris  in  1789,  folemnly  declared, 
that  in  his  time,  M.  de  Bauffremont,  abbot  of  Clairvaux,  was  accuftomed  to  fire 
at  the  peafants  -,  and  this  amufement,  he  faid,  was  then  fo  common,  that  it  ob- 
tained the  appellation  of  la  chajfe  aux  vilains. 
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led  to  the  moil  fatal  confeqiiences  ; for  future  kings,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  negledf,  firft  publiflied  edid;s  in  their  own  do- 
mains, then  promulgated  general  and  popular  ad;s,  in  the  ftyle  of 
paternal  admonition  ; after  thefe  followed  proclamations  for  the 
continuance  of  former  imports,  and  finally,  for  the  enaction  of 
new  ones.  Thus  out  of  the  fear  of  the  prerogative  arofe  its 
extenfion  ; from  the  dread  of  adding  to  its  weight,  originated  a 
defpotifm  that  prevailed  for  centuries,  and  the  fufpenfion  of 
thefe  very  legiflatures  themfeives. 

In  the  year  987,  on  the  demife  of  Louis  V.  a new  dynarty, 
termed  the  Capetian,  fucceeded  to  the  crown  of  Franco-Gallia,  as 
it  was  then  called,  in  the  perfon  of  Hugh  Capet  fon  to  Hugh, 
earl  of  Paris,  to  the  prejudice  of  Charles,  duke  of  Lorrain,  uncle 
to  the  deceafed  monarch,  and  his  heir  by  blood.  This  prince, 
after  overcoming  and  imprifoning  his  lefs  fortunate  rival,  aflb- 
ciated  his  own  fon  with  him  in  the  throne,  and  even  contrived 
to  get  him  declared  his  fucceflbr.  The  crown  having  thus  be- 
come verted  in  his  family,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  reign,  and  in 
confequence  of  this  very  event,  the  dukedoms,  earldoms,  and  all 
the  magirtracies  and  honours  of  the  kingdom,  which  before  were 
temporary,  now  became  hereditary  alfo  j*  : thus  two  great  and 
important  events  occurred  at  this  memorable  period ; — one  of 
which  confifted  in  the  uniform  tranfinixfion  of  royalty  in  a new 
family;  the  other,  in  the  creation  of  an  hereditary  nobility : for  that 
granted  by  letters  patent  is  of  a much  more  recent  date,  Philip 
the  Hardy  being  the  firrt  French  monarch  who,  about  1285,  had 
recourfc  to  this  expedient. 


* Mezeray,  after  mentioning  tkat  Hugh  Capet  had  prevailed  on  the  lords  or 
great  men  affembled  at  Noyon,  in  987,  to  him  king,  recapitulates  fome  of 
his  claims  to  the  throne,  but  candidly  admits  at  the  fame  time  that  his  bell 
title  was  the  general  confent  of  the  French  people.  Chron.  part  iii. 

f 1 his  was  before  attempted  during  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Bald,  but  without 
elrefl. 
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Notwithstanding  thefe  occurrences,  it  would  appear  that  sect.  iir. 
the  authority  of  the  national  council  was  but  little  diminiflied 
during  feveral  centuries  of  the  reign  of  the  third  race,  as  is 
amply  teftified  by  Froiffart  Commines,  and  Hottoman. 

The  kings  of  France  were  accordingly  limited  for  ages,  both 
in  refpedl  to  the  extent  and  exercife  of  the  royal  prerogative  ; 
their  efforts  to  relieve  themfelves  from  reflraint  were,  however, 
unceafmg,  and  not  always  ineffectual.  So  early  as  the  reign  of 
Charles  le  Gros^  we  find  that  monarch  imitating  the  policy  of 
Italy,  and  adding  to  the  power  of  his  crown,  by  felling  to  and 
conferring  franchifes  on  the  towns  within  his  own  domain,  long 
before  any  of  the  neighbouring  princes  bethought  themfelves  of 
this  obvious  mode  of  ftrengthening  their  authority.  It  proceed- 
ed from  the  fame  policy  of  humbling  the  power  of  the  barons, 
that  Louis  X.  and  Philip  le  Lo?2gy  afterv’^ards  proclaimed — “ that 
all  men  were  born  by  nature  free  ; and  as  their  kingdom  was 
called  the  kingdom  of  the  Franks,  they  were  determined  it 
fhould  be  fo  in  reality  as  well  as  in  name  : they  declared,  there- 
fore, that  enfranchifetnejits  fhould  be  granted  throughout  the 
whole  kingdom,  upon  juft  and  reafonable  conditions  f.” 

No  fooner  had  a middle  clafs  arifen  among  the  people,  and  Hlftory  of  the 
begun  to  acquire  fome  degree  of  opulence  and  refpeClability,  than 
Philip  le  Bel  determined  to  introduce  their  deputies  into  the  ge- 
neral councils  ; and,  that  they  might  be  more  at  his  devotion,  thefe 
were  chofen  from  the  cities  and  towns  within  his  own  domain. 

This  memorable  event,  which  occurred  in  the  firft  year  of  the 


* The  brevity  of  this  Introduction  will  not  permit  me  to  enter  into  the  par- 
ticulars, but  I refer  the  doubtful  or  inquifitive  reader  to  Froiflart,  vol.  iv.  e.  44 ; who 
here,  as  well  as  on  other  occafions,  quotes  feveral  memorable  inftances  to  this  efFeCt. 
The  whole  of  cap.  xvii.  of  Hottoman’s  Franco-Gallia,  is  dedicated  to  the  fame 
purpofe. 

t Ordon.  tom.  i.  p.  583,  653. 
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SECT  III.  fourteenth  century,  was  produftive  of  correfpondent  confe- 
quences  ; and  the  third  eftate  fat  ever  after  in  the  aflembly  of  the 
nation  called  the  ftates-general,  which  was  convoked  occafion- 
ally  during  a period  of  three  hundred  and  fifteen  years. 

The  fituation  of  France,  at  the  period  when  this  important 
alteration  in  the  conftitution  took  place,  affords  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  Philip  was  extremely  defirous  to  ftrengthen  his  authority 
againft  the  church  of  Rome  ; and  that  he  might  have  been  partly 
induced  to  this  extraordinary  meafure,  in  confequence  of  the 
arrogant  pretenfions  of  Boniface  VIII.  Nor  w^as  the  king  mif- 
taken  in  refpefl  to  the  event,  for  the  ftates  who  met  in  the 
church  of  Notre  Dame  in  Paris,  immediately  declared  that  they 
would  recognife  no  other  fuperior  in  temporals  than  their  own 
prince  *. 

In  1314  impofts  were  firft  voted  by  the  three  orders  ; and  in 
1317  they  decided  on  the  fucceffion  to  the  kingdom. 

The  power  and  confequence  of  this  affembly  appears  now  to 
have  been  fully  recognifed  ; for  in  1321,  during  the  time  of 
Philip  le  Dong,  we  find  the  princes  and  prelates  appealing  from 
the  arbitrary  decrees  of  the  king’s  council  to  the  ftates-general, 
and  leaguing  with  the  cities  to  refill  them.  But  it  was  during  the 
reign,  or  rather  the  captivity,  of  John,  that  this  body  pofl'effed 
the  greateft  fhare  of  authority.  The  dauphin,  thinking  it  be- 


* The  bifhop  of  Meaux  exprefles  himfelf  as  follows  on  this  fubjeft  : “ Le  pape 
Boniface  s’etoit  perfuade  qu’il  avoit  droit  de  commander  aux  rois,  & que  toutes 
les  puiflances  du  monde  devoient  etre  foumifes  a la  fienne.  Cette  opinion  n’etoit 
point  regue  en  France,  & il  trouva  dans  le  roi  Philippe  le  Bel,  un  pidnce  tout-a- 
fait  determine  a foutenir  le  contraire.”  5uite  de  VHiJl.  Univers.  Sec.  Part,  p.  go. 

“ Comme  le  point  le  plus  important  de  la  querelle  entre  le  pape  Boniface  VIII. 
& le  roi  Philippe  le  Bel,  etoit  la  pretention  de  ce  pontife  d’etre  le  fupericur  des 
rois,  meme  au  temporel,  pour  fe  fortifier  contre  cette  enterprife,  le  roi  fit  af- 
fembkr  dans  I’eglifc  de  Notre  Dame  les  etats  de  fon  royaume,  qui  declarerent 
qu’ils  ne  reconnoillbient  point  d’autre  fuperieur  au  temporel  que  lui.”  P.  92. 
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longed  to  the  three  orders  to  provide  for  the  government  of  the^SECT.  ill. 
kingdom,  and  the  releafe  of  the  king,  convoked  them  at  Paris,  in 
1356,  No  fooner  had  they  met,  than,  confidering  themfelves  as 
an  independent  body,  that  ought  neither  to  be  fwayed  by  fear  nor 
influence,  they  rcfufed  to  deliberate  in  prefence  of  the  royal  com- 
miflioners  ; they  even  inftituted  a council  for  the  government  of 
the  kingdom,  and  managed  the  publick  treafury  by  means  of 
officers  appointed  by  themfelves.  At  their  next  meeting,  which 
took  place  in  the  courfe  of  the  fucceeding  year,  they  obliged  the 
chancellor,  who  had  been  guilty  of  malverfation,  to  refign  the 
feals,  and  removed  moft  of  the  great  officers,  even  thofe  of  the 
parliament  not  excepted. 

The  ftates  general  were  again  convoked  under  Charles 
in  1 369,  when  they  granted  certain  fubfidies  during  the  war  only  ; 
and  Charles  VI.  his  fuccelTor,  thinking,  no  doubt,  that  an  af- 
fembly  of  notables  might  prove  more  tradlable,  fummoned  one 
accordingly  in  1413.  He  appears  to  have  folicited  and  obtained 
the  confent  of  the  univerfity  and  citizens  of  Paris  to  this  mea- 
fure,  which  was  rendered  more  agreeable  by  the  plaufible  pre- 
text of  reforming  the  ftate : to  keep  up  appearances,  commif- 
fioners  were  therefore  chofen  from  the  three  different  orders 
of  the  notables,  but  nothing  beneficial  appears  to  have  been 
effeded. 

A GREAT  and  important  change  was  thus  introduced  into  the 
French  conftitution ; and,  indeed,  immediately  after  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  the  Valois  branch,  a regular  confpiracy  feems  to  have 
been  formed  againfl;  the  exiftence  of  the  ftates-general.  The 
kings  were  now  in  poffeffion  of  large  domains,  whence  they 
derived  confiderable  revenues,  and  became,  therefore,  but  little 
defirous  of  convoking  an  affembly,  that  might  bridle  their  own 
power,  and  puniffi  the  delinquency  of  their  favourites. 

But  it  was  not  until  the  reign  of  Charles  VII.  that  any  thing  Origin  of  deP- 
refembling  an  uniform  fyftem  of  tyranny  was  aimed  at ; and  it  is  ^ 


XXll 


INTRODUCTION. 


SECT.  Ill 


Itaiiding 
armies  in 
Eraiice. 


Trogrefs  of 
tyranny. 


to  the  long  and  bloody  contefts  with  England,  that  we  are  to 
attribute  that  defpotifm  which  overwhelmed  France  for  ages. 
Nor  ought  mention  to  be  omitted  here,  of  the  fmgular  fad:,  that 
the  fame  caufe  which,  by  leading  to  the  introduction  of  a Hand- 
ing army,  extended  the  bounds  of  the  royal  prerogative  in  the 
one  country,  tended  not  a little,  by  the  impoverifhment  of  our 
princes,  to  the  eftablilhment  of  that  liberty  which  has  fb  long 
flourifhed  in  the  other.  The  vidorious  monarch,  availing  him- 
felf  of  the  popularity  he  had  acquired  by  his  fuccefs  againft  the 
invaders,  and  the  impreffion  of  recent  terror,  on  difbanding  his 
other  troops,  in  imitation  of  feveral  princes  beyond  the  Alps, 
retained  a body  of  men  at  arms  in.  his  pay,  amounting  to  no 
more,  however,  than  feventeeu  hundred,  according  to  Corn- 
mines^.  To  this  increafe  of  power,  Charles  added  the  influence 
of  corruption  ; and  by  means  of  both  became  the  firfl:  king  of 
France  who,  by  his  own  royal  edid,  and  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  ftates-general  of  the  kingdom,  levied  fubfidies  at  his 
pleafure.  We  are  told  by  the  fame  hiftorian,  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  this  flagrant  ufurpation  by  the  officers  of  the  army, 
who  had  driven  the  enemy  out  of  Guyenne  and  Normandy; 
and  that  in  order  to  obtain  the  acquiefcence  of  the  nobility,  he 
promifed  them  penfions  by  way  of  indemnification  for  the  fub- 
fidies that  were  to  be  levied  on  their  lands. 

Louis  XI.  who  to  the  policy  of  our  Henry  VII.  added  a far 
more  cruel  and  capricious  tyranny  than  Henry  VIII.  fucceeded 
but  too  well  in  reducing  the  innovations  of  his  predecelTor  to  a re- 
gular fyftem.  He  alfo  contrived  to  render  his  own  defpotifm  more 
formidable,  by  adding  to  the  military  eftablilhment  of  his  father ; 
and,  left  the  national  troops  might  be  attached  to  the  ancient 
inftitutions  of  their  country,  he  took  into  his  pay  a body  of  fix 
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tlioufand  foreign  mercenaries.  To  fupport  his  army,  which  he  SECT.  Ill, 
appears  to  have  iiicreafed  to  upwards  of  twenty- five  thoufand 
men,  he  levied  a number  of  new  taxes  in  his  own  name,  and 
raifed  the  publick  burdens  from  1,800,000  to  4,700,000  franks. 

To  lelTen  the  general  odium,  he  had  recourfe  occafionally  to  the 
ftates-general,  which  he  garbled  at  his  pleafure,  taking  care  that 
his  own  creatures  only  fiiould  be  permitted  to  repair  to  the 
afiembly,  where  no  one  w^as  permitted  to  deliver  fentiments  in 
oppofition  to  the  wall  of  the  monarch. 

Tins  prince  alfo  contrived  to  diflipate  the  influence,  and  break 
the  fpirit,  of  the  nobility,  whom  he  imprifoned  in  dungeons,  car- 
ried about  in  iron  cages,  tried  by  illegal  means  and  incompetent 
tribunals,  expofed  to  torture,  and  condemned  to  death.  Corn- 
mines,  who  was  in  the  fervice  of  the  tyrant,  had  often  feen  many 
of  the  grandees  imprifoned  in  clofe  dungeons,  compofed  of  wood 
covered  with  iron  plates.,  about  eight  feet  wide,  and  feven  feet 
high ; and  we  are  aflfured  by  Mezeray,  the  hifiorian,  that  he 
caufed  above  four  thoufand  perfons  to  be  put  to  death  by  a 
variety  of  cruel  torments. 

But  during  his  laft  illnefs,  he  appears  to  have  been  aftuated 
by  a confeioufnefs  of  his  ufurpations  on  the  conftitution  ; for  he 
advifed  his  fon  not  to  levy  any  taxes  without  the  confent  of  the 
ftates-general.  Charles  VIII.  accordingly  convoked  a meeting  of 
that  body,  in  compliance  with  his  father’s  requeft  ; but  although 
he  gained  the  prefide-nt,  many  ecclefiafticks,  and  the  deputies  of 
Paris,  this  did  not  prevent  the  majority  from  redrelTing  a variety  of 
grievances,  and  annulling  feveral  taxes,  which  appear  to  have 
been  afterwards  re-enadted  by  the  king  of  his  own  abfolute  au- 
thority. 

The  ftates  do  not  appear  to  have  been  convoked  during  the 
reign  of  Louis  XII.  although  a good  and  economical  prince, 
who,  according  to  Brantome,  w'^as  aecuftomed  to  fay,  “ that  he 
would  rather  his  people  fiiould  laugh  at  his  parfimony,  than 
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SECT,  III.  weep  at  their  own  oppreffions.”  Francis  I.  fet  up  his  own  au- 
thority  in  exprefs  oppofition  to  the  ancient  laws  of  the  kingdom. 

Henry  II.  after  a long  interval,  affembled  the  ftates-general, 
and  obtained  what  he  demanded,  which  was  three  millions  of 
gold  : Mezeray  obferves  on  this  occafion,  “ that  fmce  the  time 
of  king  John,  they  had  ferved  for  little  elfe  but  to  increafe  the 
fubfidies.” 

During  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  we  find  the  queen-mother 
and  the  Guifes  employing  all  the  arts  and  pradlices  of  modern 
times  to  influence  the  eledtions  of  the  deputies ; but,  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  the  third  eftate  proved  refradlory  ; “ for  in  thefe 
Courage  of  affemblies,”  fays  an  hiftorian  * often  alluded  to,  “ there  were 
always  fome  wife  old  men,  who  put  the  reft  in  mind  of  the 
ancient  and  natural  rights  of  the  people,  againfl;  which  they 
could  not  imagine  there  lay  any  prefcription.”  The  commons 
accordingly  refufed  the  two  millions  of  gold  demanded  as  a fub- 
fidy ; neither  would  they  confent  to  alienate  the  domains  of  the 
crown.  By  way  of  revenge,  the  speaker,  contrary  to  ufage, 
was  allowed  to  kneel  almoft  half  an  hour,  and  the  deputies  of 
that  order  were  obliged  to  hand  bare-headed  during  a confider- 
able  time. 

We  do  not  find,  however,  that  this  produced  any  advantageous 
effedl  in  behalf  of  the  crown  j for,  on  a fecond  convocation, 
twelve  years  after,  we  remark  the  fame  king  greatly  offended, 
becaufe  the  ftates-general  had  demanded  the  fuppreflTion  of  new 
offices,  an  abatement  of  the  tallies  and  impofts,  the  punifliment 
of  financiers  and  favourites,  and  ftrenuoufly  endeavoured  at  the 
fame  time  to  reftrain  the  unjuft  eJcercife  of  the  prerogative. 

Although  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  as  head  of  the  league,  con- 
voked an  afl'embly  during  the  war  with  Henry  IV.  yet  that 
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prince  appears  to  have  fummoned  the  three  orders  but  once.  In  SECT.  iir. 
the  time  of  his  fucceflbr,  the  ftates  met  for  the  laft  time  in  1 6 1 4,  and  fufpen- 
when  the  difputes  between  the  different  chambers,  the  intrigues  of 
the  court,  and  the  pretenfions  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  pre-*^^'- 
vented  their  convocation  from  being  ferviceable  to  the  nation. 

In  addition  to  this  misfortune,  Richlieu,  a great  and  fortunate 
minifter,  about  that  period,  undertook  the  management  of  pub- 
lick  affairs,  and  bereaved  his  country  even  of  the  hope  of  re-  Mazanne. 
gaining  any  portion  of  her  liberties.  During  his  adminiftration, 
the  catholick  grandees  were  kept  in  fiibjecSlion,  and  the  proteftants, 
who  always  entertained  liberal  notions  refpediing  government, 
were  completely  humbled  ; in  fhort,  the  crown  was  rendered 
wholly  independent  both  of  the  nobles  and  the  people. 

His  fucceffor  Mazarine  impofed  a feries  of  enormous  taxes 
during  the  minority  of  Louis  XIV.  The  long  and  extenfive  hohi- 
lities  carried  on  by  that  monarch,  after  he  had  attained  manhood, 
contributed  alfo  to  fubdue  the  fpirit  of  the  nation.  The  wars  and 
diflipation  of  Louis  XV.  tended  equally  to  harafs  the  publick ; 
arbitrary  arrefts,  by  means  of  kttres  de  cachet^  rendered  perfonal 
liberty  infecure  j and  had  it  not  been  that  the  parliaments,  from 
time  to  time,  exhibited  a noble  fpirit  of  refiftance,  every  notion 
of  publick  liberty  would  have  been  extinguifhed,  and  the  go- 
vernment of  France  muft  have  fpeedily  approximated  towards  an 
oriental  defpotifm  *. 


* The  French  lawyers  had  by  this  time  introduced  the  maxim,  “ Qui  veut  le 
roi,  fi  veut  la  loi”— The  will  of  the  king  is  the  will  of  the  law;  which  they  un- 
doubtedly borrowed  from  the  axiom  of  the  civilians,  “ Quod  principi  placuerit 
legis  habet  vigorem.”  They  alfo  employed  the  formula  of  “ car  telle  eft  notre 
plaifir,”  with  which  the  edi£l;s  always  concluded,  and  which,  according  to  Hotto- 
man  (Franco- Gallia,  c.  10.),  is  a grofs  falfification  of  the  ancient  exprelTion  of 
“ Quia  tale  eft  Placitum  noftrum,”  implying,  that  the  decree  had  been  voted 
by  the  national  council. 
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Having  thus  briefly  exhibited  the  means  by  which  France 
lofl;  her  liberties,  it  now  remains  to  enumerate  the  events  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  the  power  of  the  monarch  was  firft  limited, 
and  then  wholly  extinguifhed. 


SECTION  IV. 

AFTER  the  demife  of  Louis  XV.  who,  like  Francis  I.  fell  a 
martyr  to  his  debaucheries,  the  cares  of  government  were  de- 
fined to  be  endured,  rather  than  fuftained,  by  his  grandfon,  a 
prince  only  twenty  years  of  age.  The  young  king  had,  how- 
ever, conducted  himfelf  with  great  propriety  while  dauphin,  and 
it  was  fondly  hoped  by  the  French  that  they  had  at  length  found 
Expeftatlons  ^ good  and  virtuous  fovereign.  Since  the  overthrow  of  their 

of  the  nation.  , , ° , 

liberties  under  Charles  VII.  a period  of  more  than  three  cen- 
turies, they  could  not  boaft  of  one  regent  who  was  entitled  to 
their  gratitude,  and  of  fcarcely  more  than  two  princes  * who 
vrere  worthy  of  their  attachment ; while  in  that  fpace  of  time 
they  had  been  governed  by  Louis  XI.  a tyrant,  and  a parricide  ; 
a Charles  IX.  who  after  plotting  the  horrid  malTacre  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, coolly  fired  from  a window  of  his  palace  at  the  un- 
happy fugitives  ; a Louis  XIV.  who  beggared  France,  merely  to 
extend  the  chain  of  defpotifm  throughout  Europe ; and  a Louis 
XV.  whofe  private  vices  were  nearly  as  ruinous  to  the  ftate  as 
the  long,  unhappy,  and  unjufl:  wars  of  any  of  his  predecelTors. 
plme-mi-  Louis  XVI.  finding  himfelf  in  want  of  a Mentor  to  fuper- 
nifter.  intend  his  condud;  and  regulate  his  judgment,  feleded  the 
count  de  Maurepas ; and  that  nobleman,  formerly  banifhed 
from  court,  and  now  more  than  feventy  years  of  age,  was 
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immediately  elevated  to  the  port  of  prime-mlnifter.  This  fta-  SECT.  iv. 
tion,  at  all  times  arduous,  was  at  the  prefent  moment  particularly 
critical,  for  he  found  the  finances  in  a ruinous  fituation,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  profufion  that  occurred  during  the  late  reign  ; 
and  the  parliament  of  Paris,  after  acquiring  celebrity  by  its  oppo- 
fition  to  a corrupt  fyftem,  had  been  configncd  by  an  exertion  of 
the  prerogative  to  banifhment,  but  not  to  difgrace. 

It  was  hoped  that  this  auguft  body  would  have  been  imme- 
diately recalled  ; and  the  delay  that  occurred  in  refpedl  to  the 
meafure  endangered  his  majefty’s  popularity  : for  the  nation, 
whofe  opinion  now  began  to  be  of  fome  weight,  thought  that 
as  the  members  had  been  expofed  to  perfecution  on  their  ac- 
count, they  were  fully  entitled  to  their  gratitude.  It  was  with 
regret,  however,  that  the  young  king  confented  to  their  return  j 
and  the  event  itfelf  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  fpirited  con- 
du£t  of  the  old  duke  of  Orleans,  who  refufed  to  recognife  the 
new  tribunal  that  had  been  deftined  to  fupply  the  place  of  the 
parliament. 

To  reftore  confidence  to  the  nation,  and  fecurlty  to  the  ftate,  Turgot. 
Turgot  was  foon  after  placed  at  the  head  of  the  finances,  and  ex- 
hibited a feries  of  talents  and  virtues  which  rendered  his  ad- 
minifliration  uncommonly  brilliant.  While  he  remained  in  place, 
meafures  were  taken  to  eafe  the  fervitude  of  the  peafants,  who 
were  grievoufly  oppreflfed,  by  being  forced  to  labour  on  the  high- 
ways ; he  accordingly  abolifhed  the  corvees^  and  took  meafures  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  fcarcity  by  rendering  the  circulation  of 
grain  free : he  was  alfo  defirous  of  emancipating  the  proteftants 
from  the  operations  of  cruel  laws,  to  which  they  had  been  fub- 
jedted  ever  fince  the  revocation  of  the  edidl  of  Nantz  ; but  in  this 
lafl:  meafure  he  was  oppofed  both  by  the  clergy  and  the  king.  The 
publick  creditors  in  him  beheld  an  inflexible  adminiflirator  of 
the  revenues  of  the  ftate  ; the  courtiers,  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
fpired  againft  a man  who  was  jealous  of  the  publick  treafure  : his 


E 2 


XXVlll 


INTRODUCTION 


SECT.  IV,  fevere  probity,  and  ftrift  economy,  accelerated  his  fall ; and  the 


queen,  whofe  expenfive  habits  began  to  give  umbrage,  folicited, 
and  at  length  obtained,  his  difmiflion  *. 


* A great  and  good  minifter,  in  an  abfolute  European  monarchy,  like  what 
France  once  was,  may  be  confidered  as  a kind  of  political  conduclor,  which  by 
coming  in  contadl  with  the  cloud  of  publick  grievances,  leads  them  harmlefs  along 
his  chain  until  he  depofits  them  in  the  earth,  and  thus  difpels  their  fury  by  giving 
them  vent.  Had  but  two  or  three  eminent  and  virtuous  men  been  permitted  to 
follow  each  other  in  fucceffion,  a revolution  in  the  ftate  would  have  either  proved 
unneceflary,  or  would  have  been  harmlefs.  But,  with  a very  few  exceptions,  no 
country  was  ever  worfe  governed  than  France,  and  a feries  of  bad  minifters  con- 
ftantly  fucceeded  a good  one. 

Sully,  by  a rare  union  of  prudence  and  abilities,  prevented  a violation  of  the 
publick  faith,  fo  often  threatened  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV. ; but 
the  admlniflration  of  Conchini,  during  the  minority  of  Louis  XlII,  reduced  the 
finances  to  the  fame  deplorable  condition  as  before.  Colbert,  in  the  time  of 
Louis  XIV.  was  the  firft  financier  in  Europe  who  recurred  to  enlarged  prin- 
ciples, and  the  vivifying  influence  of  trade,  on  purpofe  to  enable  the  people  to 
fupport  their  burdens.  Turgot,  reje£l:Ing  the  odious  meafures  of  a national  bank- 
ruptcy, increafe  of  taxes,  and  new  loans,  contrived,  by  economy  alone,  not  only  to 
render  thefe  unneceflary,  but  alfo  to  pay  off  a confiderable  portion  of  the  publick 
debt.  By  abolilhing  the  corvees,  and  Impofing  a petty  tax  on  landed  property  in 
their  Head,  he  refcued  the  peafantry  from  the  moll  cruel  opprelTion,  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  improved  the  roads,  and  gave  additional  facility  to  commerce.  He 
proje£l;ed  the  formation  of  provincial  alTemblies,  annulled  a variety  of  fifcal  re- 
gulations that  proved  grievous  to  the  people  without  being  advantageous  to  the 
ftate,  and  never  had  recourfe  to  the  prerogative  of  the  fovereign  but  to  ferve 
his  fubjecfts.  A friend  to  toleration,  he  propofed  to  emancipate  the  proteftants 
from  the  civil  and  political  thraldom  in  which  they  had  languifhed  ever  fince  the 
revocation  of  the  edi£l:  of  Nantz,  and  even  to  alter  the  coronation  oath,  which 
obliged  a king  of  France  either  to  perjure  himfelf,  or  exterminate  a meritorious 
clafs  of  fubjedbs  under  the  name  of  heretich. 

Devoted  to  virtue,  he  thought  that  bad  laws  contributed  to  produce  bad  morals  i 
he  was  therefore  an  enemy  to  them  : a philofopher,  he  believed,  from  convi£l:ion, 
in  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  cherifhed  the  hope,  becaufe  he  confidered  it  as 
contributing  to  the  comfort  of  the  individual  and  the  benefit  of  fociety. 

Such  was  the  man,  feemingly  confecrated  by  nature  and  education,  to  ferve  the 
people  and  uphold  the  monarchy  : but,  in  confequence  of  the  bigotry  and  irrefolution 
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When  the  unhappy  conteft  occurred  between  Great  Britain  SECT,  iv” 
and  her  colonies,  although  France  was  already  involved  in  a 
labyrinth  of  debts  and  anticipations,  it  was  thought  that  a fair 
occafion  now  prefented  itfelf  of  avenging  the  late  inglorious 
war,  and  deftroying  the  effects  of  the  peace  of  1763;  which, 
although  far  from  being  unfavourable,  was  ftill  felt  to  be  humi- 
liating. The  capture  of  Burgoyne  was  accordingly  confidered 
as  a favourable  opportunity  for  the  declaration  of  war ; and  the 
defcendant  of  fo  many  abfolute  monarchs,  did  not  deem  it  either 
impolitick  or  unjufl,  to  enter  into  a treaty  with,  and  acknow- 
ledge the  independence  of  a people  ftruggling  for  liberty. 

M.  DE  Vergennes,  a man  well  acquainted  with  the  intrigues 
of  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  directed  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs  with  acknowledged  ability ; M.  de  Sartine  fitted  out,  or  De  Sartine. 
rather  created,  a navy  ; while  Necker,  a proteftant,  a foreigner,  and 
a banker,  in  whofe  favour  fo  many  prejudices  were  difpenfed 
with,  and  of  whofe  talents  fuch  exalted  hopes  had  been  formed, 
regulated  the  revenues  as  comptroller-general.  A great  financier, 
perhaps,  rather  than  a great  minifter,  he  raifed  loans  on  the 
annual  favings  obtained  by  a reduction  of  the  publick  expences, 
and  attempted  the  brilliant  paradox  of  carrying  on  an  expen - 
five  war  without  burdening  the  people  by  nev/  taxes. 

This  was  the  firft  confiidl  with  the  fame  enemy,  during  fome 
centuries,  that  did  not  prove  inglorious  to  France ; for  although 
England  difplayed  her  ancient  valour  and  fuperiority  on  the 


of  the  prince,  his  adminiftration  proved  flrort ; and  the  minifler,  who  would  never 
pervert  the  publick  revenue  from  the  creditors  of  the  flate,  was  fucceeded  by  Calonne 
and  De  Brienne,  who  were  lefs  indifpofed  to  gratify  the  extravagance  of  a corrupt 
court. 

During  his  retirement  he  dedicated,  his  time  to  the  good  of  his  fellow-fubje£fs 
and  of  mankind  ; and  he  was  eager  to  apply  every  moment  of  his  life  to  the  per- 
fecting of  plans  for  the  good  of  the  flate  j becaufe,  according  to  his  own  account, 
which  proved  prophetical  in  refpeCl  to  himfelf,  “ all  his  fanjily  died  young.” 
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SECT.  IV.  ocean,  yet  flie  failed  in  the  objeft  of  the  conteft ; while  the  al- 
liance  of  the  American  ftates,  the  temporary  humiliation  of  an 
ancient  rival,  and  the  triumph  ever  attendant  on  fuccefs,  gratified 
in  no  fmall  degree  the  national  vanity  of  the  people. 

Confequences  BuT  the  fcene  was  fuddenly  changed,  and  difmay  fucceeded  to 

of  the  Anie-  . • , i i i i 

rican  war.  exultation,  wheii  the  nation  beheld  the  yawning  abyfs  that  un- 
dermined her  good  fortune,  and  even  arofe  out  of  her  pro- 
fperity.  As  France  had  been  the  firft  ftate  in  the  north  of  Europe 
that  recurred  to  the  dubious  and  expenfive  policy  of  Handing 
armies,  fo  £he  was  the  firft  alfo  to  fuffer  from  it.  This,  added  to 
the  ambition  and  the  profufion  of  a fuccelfion  of  weak  or  pro- 
fligate princes,  had  rendered  the  fubjedts  a prey  to  the  financiers ; 
and,  by  weakening,  prepared  for  the  downfal  of  the  monarchy. 

Necker exiled  Female  influence,  and  the  intrigues  of  a luxurious  court,  had 
long  fince  banifhed  the  only  man*  of  the  age,  capable,  perhaps, 
of  adminiftering  effeftual  relief,  in  regard  to  the  publick  revenue  ; 
while  the  difgrace  of  another  f now  bereaved  the  ftate  of  a 
minifter  whofe  integrity  acquired  the  confidence  of  the  monied 
men,  and  who,  by  means  of  occafional  loans,  might  have 
propped  up  for  a while  the  tottering  edifice  of  publick  credit. 

After  a few  changes,  a minifter  who  afteded  a felicitous  union 
of  bufmefs  with  pleafure  fucceeded  to  the  adminiftration  of  the 

De  Calonne.  finances.  ,The  rival  and  the  enemy  of  Necker,  he  enjoyed  the 
reputation  of  pofTeffing  great  abilities  ; but,  unfortunately,  his 
own  countrymen  did  not  give  him  equal  credit  for  integrity. 
Bold,  original,  and  daring,  he  projected  gigantick  fchemes  that 
involved  the  fate  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people ; while  pofTefF- 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  a cameleon-like  verfatility  of  charaefter, 
he  could  be  pliant,  fupple,  and  accommodating  to  the  grandees. 

Amidst  the  wreck  of  publick  credit,  Rambouillet  and  St. 
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Cloud  were  purchafed  for  the  royal  family,  and  the  debts  of  the  SECT,  iv, 
king’s  brothers  paid  off.  To  achieve  this,  fome  of  the  domains  of 
the  crown  were  mortgaged,  loans  were  once  more  recurred  to,  a 
variety  of  taxes  were  devifed  ; and  fuch  was  the  prefumption  of 
the  new  minifter,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  promifed  to  pay  off  the 
whole  national  debt  of  France  in  the  fpace  of  twenty  years  * ; — a 
boaft  in  which  he  was  afterwards  imitated  in  another  country 
with  an  equal  difregard  to  probability. 

But  Calonne,  who  never  poffeffed  the  confidence  of  the  na- 
tion, foon  began  to  be  confidered  as  a political  quack,  who  was 
tampering  too  freely  with  an  exhaufted  conftitution.  His  im- 
pofts  accordingly  proved  odious,  his  pecuniary  fchemes  became  in- 
efficient, and  the  king,  wearied  out  with  difficulties  and  delays, 
at  laft  determined  that  he  would  neither  have  any  more  loans  nor 
taxes  ! On  this  the  new  financier,  ever  fertile  in  refources,  deter- 
mined to  have  recourfe  to  an  expedient  which  had  often  been 
recurred  to  during  the  reigns  of  Francis  I.  and  Henry  IV.  This 
was  the  convocation  of  the  notables,  a body  nominated  by  the 
prince,  but  yet  poffeffing  fome  refemblance  to  the  ancient  ftates- 
general,  the  memory  of  which  was  ftill  dear  to  the  nation. 

The  notables  were  accordingly  fummoned  by  means  of  a ift  Convoca- 
circular  letter,  figned  by  the  king,  in  which  he  appointed  them  notables^!^^ 
to  meet  at  Verfailles  ; but  the  meeting  was  prorogued,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  death  of  Vergennes.  At  length  his  majefty  re- 
paired to  the  place  where  they  were  affembled  in  great  ftate,  ac- 
companied by  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  attended  by  all  the 
miniflers  and  principal  officers  of  the  royal  houfehold.  On  this 
occafion  the  comptroller-general  difplayed  his  ufual  addrefs,  by 
infilling  on  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  finances  previoufly  to  his 
entrance  into  office  : he  alfo  alluded  to  the  immenfe  expenditure 
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occafioned  by  a glorious  and  fuccefsful  war,  the  creation  of  a 
fleet,  and  the  great  national  works  carrying  on  at  Havre,  Ro- 
chelle, Dunkirk,  and  Cherbourg.  To  fupply  the  deficiency  of 
the  revenue,  it  was  recommended  that  neither  clergy  nor  nobility 
Ihould  be  any  longer  exempt  from  the  territorial  impoft,  or  land- 
tax  ; all  the  domains  of  the  crown  were  to  be  mortgaged,  and  it 
was  intended  that  the  landed  property  of  the  church  ihould  be 
fubjedt  to  certain  regulations,  in  aid  of  the  publick  burdens. 

Notwithstanding  M.  de  Calonne  had  been  at  infinite 
pains  to  gain  the  alTembly,  and  adjuft  every  thing  according  to 
his  own  wiihes,  yet  Monftenry  the  king’s  brother,  declared 
againil  him  : M.  de  Brienne,  archbiihop  of  Touloufe,  attacked 
all  his  plans  ; and  the  attorney-general  of  Provence  aflerted  open- 
ly, “ that  neither  the  notables,  the  parliament,  nor  the  king  him- 
felf,  could  aiTefs  the  propofed  impofts  in  the  province  which  he 
reprefented,  they  being  exprefsly  contrary  to  the  fpecifick  and 
indefeafible  rights  of  the  people.’*  This  alTembly,  from  whofe 
labours  the  nation  only  learned  the  alarming  deficiency  of  the 
old  taxes,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  ten  millions,  and 
the  fcandalous  aivd  vexatious  manner  in  which  all  the  impofts 
were  levied,  was  dilTolved"^;  foon  after  which  the  projedtor  him- 
felf  was  difmiiTed,  and  found  it  advifable  to  repair  to  England, 
that  he  might  there  Ihelter  himfelf  from  the  vengeance  of  the 
parliament. 

M.  DE  Brienne,  who  had  fo  decidedly  oppofed  the  fchemes 
of  Calonne,  fiicceeded  to  his  office,  and  in  Tome  meafure  adopted 
the  very  plans  which  he  himfelf  had  difplayed  fo  much  zeal  in 
rejedting.  Recourfe  was  now  had  to  the  odious  meafure  of 
raifing  money  by  the  king’s  edidt  alone  ; and  the  doubling  of 
the  land  tax,  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  third-twentieth,  and  a 
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ftamp  duty,  were  immediately  propofed.  But,  to  render  thefe  sect.  iv. 
effedive,  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  they  fhould  be  regiftered  Conduit  of 
by  an  auguft  tribunal,  that  had  of  late  acquired  the  confidence  [lamenu 
of  the  people  ; and  by  its  facrifices  during  the  laft  reign,  had 
merited  their  efteem.  The  parliament  of  Paris,  on  whofe  deli- 
berations the  eyes  of  the  whole  kingdom  were  now  turned, 
inftead  of  a ready  compliance,  as  was  perhaps  expeded,  exhibited 
a fturdy  oppofition,  and  even  infilled,  that  a true  account  of  the 
Hate  of  the  finances,  and  of  the  purpofes  to  which  the  fums  in 
queftion  were  to  be  applied,  fhould  be,previoully  laid  before  it. 

No  fooner  did  the  king  learn  that  the  parliament  had  refufed  to 
regifter  the  edid,  than  he  had  recourfe  to  a bed  of  jujiice^  'y  at  the 
bell  an  equivocal,  and  at  prefent  a very  unpopular,  meafure.  It 
was  upon  this  occafion  that  a prince  of  the  blood  entitled  him- 
felf  to  the  hatred  of  the  nation,  whofe  averfion  he  had  before  in 
fome  meafure  excited  by  his  extravagance;  for  when  the  par- 
liament alligned  its  reafons  why  it  would  not  reglller  the  llamp 
duty,  his  royal  highnefs  was  pleafed  to  exclaim — “ that  if  he 
were  fovereign,  the  members  Ihould  be  forced  to  comply  !”  Nor 
did  the  anfwer  of  the  prefident  efcape  the  notice  and  the  applaufe 
of  the  publick  : “ If  you  were  monarch,”  faid  he,  “ I Ihould  repeat 
what  I have  now  alferted : my  heart  is  the  people’s,  my  under- 
Ilanding  is  my  own,  and  my  head  is  the  king’s.” 

Next  day  the  parliament  entered  a formal  protell  againll  the 
edid,  declaring  it  to  be  “ regiftered  againll  its  approbation  and 
confent adding,  “ that  it  neither  ought  nor  Ihould  have  any 
force,”  and  that  “ the  firft  perfon  who  prefumed  to  carry  it  into 
execution  Ihould  be  adjudged  a traitor,  and  condemned  to  the 
galleys.” 


VOL.  I. 
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SECT.  IV.  In  a few  days  after  this  fpirited  and  formidable  proteft,  the 
king  ordered  the  hall  to  be  furrounded  by  a body  ^f  troops, 
Defpotlfmof  and  banilhed  the  members  to  Troyes,  in  Champagne,  but  not 
e court.  ]3gfQj.g  they  had  drawn  up  a remonftrance,  in  which  they  difplayed 
equal  energy  and  eloquence.  They  were,  however,  recalled  foon 
after,  in  confequence  of  a compromife,  which  was  confidered  to 
have  in  fome  degree  tarnifhed  the  glory  they  had  acquired. 

All  differences  between  the  king,  or  rather  the  minifters,  and 
the  parliament  of  Paris,  feemed  now  to  be  compofed  j and  that 
great  body  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  thanking  him  for 
withdrawing  the  two  unpopular  edidts  relative  to  the  ftamp  duty 
Refiftance  of  and  land  tax.  But  the  other  parliaments,  particularly  thofe  of 
parliaTeX.^*  Bourdeaux,  Britanny,  and  Languedoc,  difplayed  a fpirit  of  re- 
fiftance  which  alarmed  the  court.  That  of  Grenoble  menaced  with 
annihilation  the  unconftitutional  authority  ufurped  and  exercifed 
by  means  of  lettres  de  cachet^  that  moll  terrible  engine  of  op- 
preffion,  having  folemnly  declared  it  to  be  a capital  crime  for 
any  perfon  to  attempt  the  execution  of  one  of  thofe  arbitrary 
mandates  within  its  jurifdidlion. 

While  the  publick  mind  was  thus  agitated  by  fucceffive  hopes 
and  fears,  the  miniftry  perfuaded  the  king  to  take  a novel  and 
extraordinary  ftep.  Accordingly,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  **, 
he  vifited  the  parliament  of  Paris,  and  produced  two  edidfs,  which 
were  required  to  be  enforced,  one  of  which  indicated  a new 
Frefhdifputes  loan  to  the  amouht  of  450  millions  of  livres  f.  After  a fpeech 
iTament^  confiderable  length,  in  which  his  majefty,  departing  from 

his  accuftomed  moderation,  claimed  the  exercife  of  the  royal  pre- 
rogative with  a zeal  wholly  unfuitable  to  the  times,  he  added, 
that  he  had  come  on  purpofe  to  hear  any  objections  that  might 
be  made  in  oppofition  to  his  will.  Permiffion  being  thus  given. 


* November  14. 
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a debate  enfued  in  the  royal  prefence,  which  continued  during 
nine  hours  ; at  the  end  of  which  period,  the  king,  who  was  faid  i7bs. 
to  have  been  prelTed  by  hunger,  as  well  perhaps  as  chagrined  at 
the  freedom  of  the  difcuffion,  fuddenly  arofe,  and  commanded 
the  edidts  to  be  inftantly  regiftered.  This  being  confidered  as  a 
diredt  violation  of  ail  the  forms  of  this  augufi;  affembly — for  liis 
majefty  had  not  been  pleafed  even  to  allow  the  queftion  to  be 
put  to  the  vote — the  duke  of  Orleans,  with  equal  firmnefs  and 
refpedt,  protefted  againft  the  proceedings,  which  he  faid  had 
been  rendered  null  by  the  unprecedented  condudt  of  the  fo- 
vereign.  The  parliament,  finding  itfelf  thus  countenanced  by 
one  of  the  moft  diflinguifhed  of  its  own  peers,  and  knowing  that 
on  this  occafion  it  would  be  fupported  by  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple, remained  firm,  and  declared  the  bufmefs  of  the  day  void. 

The  king,  in  return,  immediately  fent  the  duke  of  Orleans  into  Remonfirance 
exile,  and  ilTued  lettres  de  cachet  againft  two  other  members,  one  g 
of  whom  vras  confined  at  Mont  St.  Adichel,  an  almoft  inacceflible 
rock  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy.  Such  arbitrary  proceedings  on 
the  part  of  a monarch,  hitherto  refpeded  for  his  humanity,  pro- 
duced the  moft  fpirited  remonftrances  on  the  part  of  the  par- 
liament. In  one  of  thefe,  no  lefs  celebrated  on  account  of  its 
eloquence  than  its  boldnefs,  they  claimed,  not  the  favour  of  the 
monarch,  but  his  juftice,  which  vras  fubjedl,  they  faid,  to  re- 
gulations, independent  of  the  will  of  man ; they  maintained  that 
kings  themfelves  were  bound  to  obey  it,  and  that  his  glorious 
anceftor,  Henry  IV.  acknowledged  that  he  had  two  fovereigns, 

“ God  and  the  laws.”  The  reply  of  the  king,  “ that  they 
fhould  not  demand  from  his  juftice  what  folely  depended  upon 
his  will,”  tended  only  to  irritate  the  members  ; who,  recurring  to 
the  ancient  principles  of  the  conftitution,  at  length  declared, 

“ that  it  was  neither  in  their  power,  in  that  of  the  crown,  nor 
of  both  united,  to  grant  or  to  levy  any  new  taxes  upon  the 
people !” 


XXXVl 


INTRODUCTION. 


SECT.  IV. 


Cour  pie- 
niere. 


This  appeal  to  the  paramount  authority  of  the  ftates-general, 
rendered  the  parliament  of  Paris  the  idol  of  the  people ; but  the 
minifters  were  at  that  moment  fecretly  meditating  its  humi- 
liation. M.  de  Lamoignon,  the  keeper  of  the  feals,  had  already 
projected  the  creation  of  a number  of  grand  bailiwicks,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  diminifh  the  jurifdiftion,  the  credit,  and  the  revenues  of 
this  tribunal,  as  well  as  the  reformation  of  the  criminal  laws;  while 
his  colleague,  M.  de  Brienne,  now  become  prime -minifter,  aimed 
a more  deadly  blow,  by  the  project  of  a cour  pleniere^  compofed  of 
princes,  peers,  magiftrates,  and  military  men,  devoted  to  the  court, 
by  which  the  .royal  edidls  were  henceforward  to  be  regiftered. 
Notwithftanding  the  care  taken  to  conceal  the  edicts  formed  on 
thefe  meafures,  which  were  to  be  prefented  to  all  the  tribunals  of 
France  on  the  faifie  day,  a member  * of  the  parliament  of  Paris 
found  means  to  obtain  copies,  and  prefented  them  in  an  ex- 
traordinary feffion,  convoked  on  the  3d  of  May,  1788.  This 
produced  a frefh  remonftrance,  containing  an  attack  on  the  mi- 
nifters, a proteft  againft  the  plans  in  agitation,  and  a declaration, 
“ that  France  is  a kingdom  governed  by  a king  according  to  the 
laws ; and  that  the  right  of  railing  fubftdies  is  in  the  nation,  re- 
prefented  by  the  ftates-general  duly  convened.” 

On  this,  the  palace  in  which  the  parliament  aflembled  was 
once  more  encircled  by  troops,  and  fome  of  its  members  feized 
and  confined  : the  king  alfo  held  a f bed  of  jufice^  in  which  he 
prefented  a number  of  edicts  to  be  regiftered ; among  thefe  was 
one  for  the  eftablilhment  of  the  cour  pleniere^  and  another  for  the 
diminution  of  the  members  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  from  one 
hundred  and  twenty  to  fixty-feven,  as  had  been  before  done  by 
Louis  XL 

The  magiftrates  having  entered  a folemn  proteft,  his  majefty 
was  advifed  to  Ihut  up  the  place  of  their  deliberations  by  means 
of  an  armed  force  : he  at  the  fame  time  fufpended  all  the  par- 
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liaments  throughout  the  kingdom ; — a meafure  which  was  op-  SECT.  IV. 
pofed  by  an  addrefs,  figned  by  forty-feven  peers  and  bifhops, 

“ in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  the  nation.” 

Commotions  of  an  alarming  nature  now  enfued.  In  Commotions 
Britanny,  the  nobles  and  the  people  feemed  to  fufpend  their  dif-  v'inces/and 
putes  on  purpofe  to  inveftigate  publick  grievances  ; the  inter-  J^^g^troops? 
mediate  commiflion  of  the  ftates  exhibited  great  firmnefs  on  this 
occafion  ; and  Rennes,  the  capital  of  the  province,  experienced 
an  unufual  degree  of  agitation.  Of  the  members  conftituting  the 
parliaments  of  Touloufe  and  Grenoble,  part  were  in  exile  and  part 
in  prifon ; and  the  inhabitants  were  fo  irritated,  that  they  had 
driven  the  governor  of  Languedoc  out  of  his  capital ; while  the 
troops,  hitherto  the  firm  fupporters  of  arbitrary  power  in  every 
monarchy,  and  particularly  in  France,  refufed  to  fire  on  the 
populace.  At  Grenoble  in  Dauphiny,  the  peafants  collected  in 
large  bodies  from  the  neighbouring  country,  to  affift  the 
townfmen,  if  neceifary,  againfi;  the  foldiery ; and  terrour  and 
indignation,  rage  and  difmay,  prevailed  every- where  by  turns. 

At  length,  the  court  being  now  ferioufly  alarmed,  the  people  Dlfgrace  of 
triumphed  over  the  miniftry.  M.  de  Lamoigiion  * retired  in 
great  poverty  to  his  eftate,  while  M.  de  Brienne  was  enabled 


* Chretien  Francois  de  Lamoignon,  prefident  a mortler  of  the  parliament  of 
Paris,  and  the  defcendant  of  a celebrated  lawyer,  fucceeded  M.  de  Miromefnil  as 
keeper  of  the  feals,  and  remained  in  office  during  the  difputes  between  the  court 
and  the  parliaments  in  1787  and  1788.  He  at  firft  oppofed  all  the  plans  propofed 
by  M.  de  Brienne,  archbifhop  of  Sens,  and  afterwards  feconded  and  fupported  the 
meafures  of  that  minifter,  in  whofe  difgrace  he  at  length  participated. 

It  muft  be  allowed,  however,  that  he  had  conceived  the  idea  of  a code  of  jurif- 
prudence  which,  at  any  other  period,  would  have  entitled  him  to  the  gratitude  of 
his  countrymen.  It  was  his  intention  to  reform  the  courts  of  juftice  ; to  introduce 
the  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  cafes;  to  fupprefs  the  fcandalous  fees  received  by  the 
judges ; to  allow  counfel  and  a full  and  publick  hearing  to  all  criminals  ; to  aboliffi 
the  cruel  and  odious  cuftom  of  torture,  and  every  other  harlh  and  rigourous  meafure 
whatever. 


In 
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SECT^^^to  confole  himfelf  with  the  archbifhoprick  of  Sens,  a cardinal’s 
17SS.  hat,  and  a retreat  in  Italy Nor  is  it  to  be  denied  that  on  this 
occafion  feveral  of  the  nobility  conduced  themfelves  with  the 
moft  difinterefted  generofity,  for  the  dukes  de  Noailles,  Roche- 
faucault,  Luxemburgh,  and  many  others,  as  well  as  feveral  of  the 
ancient  magiftrates,  adlually  refufed  to  fit  in  the  new  tribunal,  of 
which  they  had  been  nominated  members. 


In  confequence  of  bis  engaging  in  the  projeft  of  the  cour  pleniere,  the  parliament 
of  Paris  drew  up  articles  of  accufation  againft  him,  which  their  prefident  was 
enjoined  to  read  in  the  king’s  prefence ; but  the  rcfignation  of  the  keeper  of  the 
feals  prevented  this  new  in  fiance  of  hatred. 

On  retiring  into  a private  flation,  M.  de  Lamcjjgnon  fupported  his  dijgracc,  as  it 
was  then  termed,  as  well  as  the  hatred  of  the  publick,  and  even  poverty  itfelf,  with 
a conftancy  that  could  only  originate  in  the  confcloufnefs  of  his  having  meant  well. 

The  manner  of  his  death  was  rather  fingular.  On  the  forenoon  of  the  23d  of  May, 
1789,  he  was  feen  walking  in  his  park,  with  a fmall  fowling-piece,  with  which  he  was 
accuflomed  to  divert  himfelf  by  fhooting  at  magpies ; and  about  half  an  hour  after, 
a workman  in  the  vicinity  alarmed  the  family  with  the  intelligence  that  he  was  wel- 
tering in  his  blood.  His  children,  by  whom  he  was  greatly  beloved,  inflantly  ran  to 
the  fpot,  and  found  that  a ball,  after  breaking  his  jawbone,  had  iffued  out  of  the  op- 
pofite  temple.  As  he  was  incumbered  with  debts,  this  unfortunate  circumflance 
was  differently  interpreted  ; but  it  appeared  mofl  likely,  from  the  pofition  of  the  gun, 
and  other  concurring  circumflances,  that  his  fpur  had  got  entangled  with  the 
trigger,  and  produced  the  fatal  accident. 

* Lomenie  de  Brienne  began  his  career  among  the  economifls  and  cncyclopedifts, 
whofe  plans  of  government  he  affedled  to  follow : but  he  was  not  proof  againfl  the 
fedu£lions  of  ambition,  and  foon  deferted,  and  even  a£led  in  oppofition  to,  thofe 
principles  which  he  had  formerly  cheriflred.  The  frlendfliip  of  the  bifliop  of 
Orleans  obtained  for  him  the  archbifhoprick  of  Touloufe.  He  himfelf  acquired  fome 
credit  by  his  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  province  in  which  his  fee  was  fituate  ; 
and  he  afterwards  added  greatly  to  his  reputation  by  oppofing  the  plans  of  M. 
Calonne  in  the  firfh  aflembly  of  the  notables,  of  wdrich  he  was  a member.  It  is  to 
this  lafl  circumftance  that  he  was  indebted  for  the  appointment  of  comptroller- 
general  of  the  finances,  the  pofl  of  prime-minifler,  the  archbiflroprick  of  Sens,  and 
a cardinal’s  hat. 

He  feems  to  have  acquired  the  king’s  confidence,  but  he  foon  proved  himfelf 
utterly  unfit  for  any  of  the  civil  departments  occupied  by  him ; and  the  recurrence 
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In  the  mean  time,  fuch  was  the  deplorable  ft  ate  of  the  finances,  IV. 

that  only  part  of  the  demands  on  the  treafury  was  paid  in  cafh  ; 1788. 

the  remainder  being  liquidated  by  means  of  bills,  due  at  the  end 
of  a year : and  the  appearance  of  a partial  bankruptcy  was  only 
avoided  by  a royal  edidt,  enjoining  all  bankers,  and  others,  to 
receive  the  paper  of  the  caijje  d’ efcompte  as  money.  In  addition 
to  this,  a fcarcity  was  threatened,  and  many  of  the  people  were 
actually  periftiing  for  want  of  bread  : the  notion  therefore  became 
prevalent,  that  the  ftates-general  could  alone  refcue  the  nation 
from  mifery  and  defpair. 

The  recal  of  M.  Necker,  now  rendered  inevitable  by  the  of 

rr  r • n • Necker. 

preflure  of  circumftances,  produced  general  joy  throughout  the 
kingdom  : nor  were  the  people  difappointed  in  their  expedlations ; 
for  although  no  more  than  half  a millions  of  livres  was  found  in 
the  treafury,  the  publick  funds  immediately  rofe,  credit  was 
reftored,  and  the  parliament  of  Paris  refumed  its  fund;ions  : but 
when  that  body  exhibited  a defire  to  profecute  the  late  miniftry 
on  account  of  their  malverfations,  the  king  interpofed  his  au- 
thority, and  fhielded  them  from  publick  juft  ice. 

At  the  earneft  entreaty  of  the  new  minifter  of  finances,  his  N ew  convo 
majefty  reludantly  confented  to  the  convocation  of  the  ftates- 
general,  which  had  been  promifed  by  Brienne,  and  much  debate 
took  place  relative  to  the  mode  of  forming  that  aflembly,  as 


to  the  arbitrary  and  unfuccefsful  meafure  of  erecfting  a cour  pleniere,  at  length  pro- 
duced his  difgrace. 

. At  the  commencement  of  the  revolution  he  appears  to  have  refumed  his  ancient 
opinions,  and  to  have  taken  the  conflitutional  oath,  although  he  refufed  the  fee  to 
which  he  was  again  nominated.  Finding  that  Pius  VI.  wifhed  to  deprive  him  of 
the  honours  of  the  Roman  purple,  he  tranfmitted  a very  refpediful  but  bold  epiftle 
to  his  holinefs,  in  which  he  intimated  “ that  the  ftruggle  could  not  be  long  be- 
tween his  attachment  to  his  country  and  his  red  hat,  which  he  begged  leave  to 
reconvey  to  the  fovereign  pontiff.”  The  archbifhop  died  foon  after  this  at  Sens,  In 
February,  1794. 
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well  as  the  fpecifick  number  of  members  appertaining  to  each 
I7S8.  of  the  orders.  The  parliament  of  Paris,  which  already  began 
cation  of  no-  anticipate  its  future  infignificance,  was  defirous  that  it  fhould 
tables.  refemble  the  model  of  1614;  while  a new  meeting  of  notables, 
lummoned  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of  confidering  this  fubjedt, 
declared  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  number  of  the  deputies 
of  the  third  eftate  fhould  not  exceed  that  of  either  of  the 
other  two  * : but  the  former  of  thefe  bodies  perceiving  the 
unpopularity  of  their  condudl,  deemed  it  prudent  to  retrad ; 
while  the  example  of  Dauphiny,  and  the  declared  wifh  of  the 
nation,  prevailed  in  exprefs  oppofition  to  the  mode  alluded  to  by 
the  latter. 

At  length  Necker  procured  an  order  of  council,  declaring, 
that  the  deputies  to  the  ftates-general  fhould,  at  leaf!,  amount 
to  one  thoufand  ; that  the  number  fent  by  each  bailiv/ick  fhould 
be  in  a ratio  compounded  of  its  population  and  taxes ; and 
lafUy,  that  the  members  of  the  third  fhould  be  equal  to  the 
joint  amount  of  the  other  two  eftates  f. 


Plan  of  the 
third-eflate. 

[December 

27.] 


* The  chamber  or  bureau  over  which  monfieur  prefided,  decided,  however,  by  a 
majority  of  votes,  that  the  third  ejlate  fhould  have  a number  of  reprefentatives 
equal  to  the  fum  of  the  two  other  orders. 

f “ Le  roi  ayant  entendu  le  rapport  qui  a ete  fait  dans  fon  cohfeil  par  le 
miniftre  de  fes  finances,  relativement  a la  convocation  prochaine  des  etats-generaux, 
fa  jnajefle  en  a adopte  les  principes  & les  vues,  & elle  a ordonne  ce  qui  fuit ; 

“ I.  Que  les  deputes  aux  prochains  etats-generaux,  feront  au  moins  au  nombre 
de  mille ; 

“ 2.  Que  ce  nombre  fera  forme,  autant  qu’il  fera  pofllble,  en  raifon  compofee 
de  la  population  & des  contributions  de  chaque  bailllage  ; 

“ 3.  Que  le  nombre  des  deputes  du  tiers- etat  fera  egal  a celui  des  deux  autres 
ordres  reunis,  & que  cette  proportion  fera  etablie  par  les  lettres  de  convocation  ; 

“ 4.  Que  les  decifions  preliminaires  ferviront  de  bafe  aux  travaux  neceflaires  pour 
preparer  fans  delai  les  lettres  de  convocation,  ainfi  que  les  autres  difpofitions  qui 
doivent  les  accompagner ; 

“ S’  rapport  fait  a fa  majefte  fera  imprime  a la  fuite  du  prefent  refultat.” 
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The  meeting  of  this  celebrated  affembly  being  at  length  fixed  for  sect,  iv, 
the  I ft  of  May,  1789,  the  whole  nation  appeared  to  be  eledfrified.  1788. 
The  city  of  Paris  was  divided  into  diftridfs  for  the  eledtions,  and 
the  bailiwicks  began  to  draw  up  their  inftrudtions  to  the  deputies, 
for  the  reformation  of  a multitude  of  abufes  that  had  prevailed 
for  ages.  A variety  of  pamphlets,  all  of  them  favourable  to 
liberty,  made  their  appearance  at  this  period  : one  of  the  moft 
celebrated  of  thefe  was  burnt  by  order  of  the  parliament ; while 
another,  written  by  the  abbe  Sieyes  "f,  obtained  for  its  author 
the  fuffrages  of  the  Parifians. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  paufe  here,  and  enquire  into  the 
caufe  of  that  imperious  neceftity,  which  forced  one  of  the  moft 
abfolute  princes  in  Europe  to  invoke  the  afliftance  of  the  nation, 
and  {hare  his  power  with  its  reprefentatives. 


SECTION  V. 


A VARIETY  of  caufes  confplred  to  fhake  the  foundations  of  a SECT.  V. 
throne  upheld  by  the  veneration  of  fourteen  centuries,  and  to  lyas^ 
threaten  the  downfal  of  a prince,  the  fuccelTor  of  fixty-eight 
kings.  In  Afia,  where  knowledge  is  ftationary,  the  blind  venge-  — 

ance  of  a nation  is  fatiated  with  the  facrifice  of  the  reigning 
defpot ; the  moft  terrible  crifis  produces  a change,  therefore,  not 
in  the  fate  of  a whole  people,  but  of  a fingle  individual.  On 
the  contrary,  in  Europe,  where  learning  and  fcience  are  pro- 


* “ L’ Ultimatum  d’un  Citoyen  du  Tiers-etat.” 
f “ Qu’efl-ce-que  le  Tiers-etat.” 
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SECT.  V.  greflive,  an  alteration  Infenfibly  takes  place  in  the  publick  opinion  j 
1788.  and  if  this  be  refifted  with  violence,  either  a new  dynafty,  or  a 

1.  inthenatu-  new  ipccics  of  government,  generally  enfues.  This  immenfe 

ihe^hum^an  ° difference,  which  enfures  a certain  portion  of  liberty  to  one 
mind:  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  perpetual  flavery  to  another,  is  chiefly 

produced  by  the  art  of  printing  : the  men  of  letters  then,  in  the 
northern  ifates,  may  be  confidered  as  the  arbiters  of  the  defliny 
of  nations. 

These,  as  a body,  have  uniformly  cherifhed  a love  of  freedom 
in  every  country ; and  in  that  of  which  we  now  treat,  the  in- 
fluence of  their  writings  and  their  example  can  fcarcely  be  ap- 

2.  in  the  ex-  predated  In  confequence  of  the  frequent  intercourfe  with 

ters'and^phr*  knowlcgc  and  learning  began  to  dawn  on  France,  during 

lofophyj  the  reign  of  Charles  VIII.  Francis  I.  not  only  cultivated  a tafte 

for  letters,  but  eflabliflicd  publick  libraries.  Mezeray  afferts,  that 
his  “ was  the  reign  of  men  of  learning  f .”  Charles  IX.  like 
Nero,  feemed  to  delight  in  low  debaucheries  and  midnight  affaffi- 
nations  : like  him,  too,  he  was  a very  indifferent  poet  : yet  his 
example  could  not  be  unprodudive  of  effed.  But  it  is  the  reign 
of  Louis  XIV.  that  has  been  confidered  as  the  Augufian  epoch ; 
and  it  mufl:  be  confeffed  to  have  exhibited  whatever  was  exquifite 
in  the  fine  arts,  admirable  in  polite  literature,  or  ufeful  in  every 
branch  of  the  fciences.  It  was  at  this  period  too,  and  under  the 
fhelter  of  royal  defpotifm,  that  thofe  weapons  began  to  be  forged, 
which  were  afterwards  deflined  to  break  its  chains. 

After  architedure,  poetry,  and  the  fine  arts,  by  improving 
the  tafle  of  the  nation,  had  contributed  to  the  pleafures  and  the 
enjoyments  of  fociety,  a new  race  of  men  arofe,  and  undertook 
the  daring  talk  of  correding  its  errors.  The  fucceeding  reign 


* Mr.  Burke  was  accuftomed  to  eftimate  their  number  in  Paris  alone  at  twenty 
thoufand,  but  this  is  evidently  an  exaggeration, 
f Hill.  Chron.  V.  de  Fr.  I. 
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beheld  Montefquieu  fettling  the  principles  of  government,  and  SECT.  v. 
withdrawing  part  of  the  veil  that  concealed  the  horrours  of  1788. 
tyranny  ; while  Mably,  after  fearching  Into  their  ancient  records,  hfgsof  Mon- 
proclaimed  to  the  French  that  they  had  been  once  free  and  happy,  ; 

Raynal  familiarly  arraigned  tyranny  before  the  tribunal  of  publick  Raynal; 
opinion,  and  thus  contrived  to  render  it  more  generally  odious. 

Roufl'eau,  born  and  educated  within  the  walls  of  a republick,  wasRoufleau; 
infpircd  with  high  notions  of  liberty  : fuch  were  the  charms  of 
his  eloquence,  that  he  at  length  taught  the  fubjed;s  of  one  of 
the  moft  abfolute  monarchies  in  Europe  to  fpeak  and  think  like 
himfelf.  Although  fond  of  brilliant  paradoxes,  and  romantick 
theories,  his  pen  was  uniformly  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  virtue, 
and  his  writings  contributed  not  a little  to  regulate  the  fpirit  of 
the  times  in  which  he  lived. 

The  age  of  Voltaire  forms  an  epoch  In  the  hlftory  of  hls^o^tairej 
country.  The  fteady  and  enlightened  friend  of  humanity,  he 
was  equally  eager  to  alTift  the  opprefl'ed  and  alfail  the  guilty.  He 
conferred  eternal  infamy  on  the  members  of  the  parliament  of 
Touloufe,  who  had  immolated  innocence  on  the  altar  of  oppref- 
fion ; and  acquired  the  beft  and  moft  permanent  title  to  true 
glory,  by  refeuing  the  family  of  Galas  from  infamy  and  defpair. 

He  aflifted  the  parliament  of  Paris  to  annihilate  the  moft  fingular 
and  formidable  fociety  that  has  exifted  in  modern  times : — a 
politico-religious  corporation,  the  branches  of  which  extended 
to  China,  while  its  head  was  loft  in  the  clouds.  .Such  was  the 
fkill  with  which  he  conduded  his  enterprifes,  that  he  influenced 
both  popes  and  princes  to  dlfmifs  the  moft  devoted  of  their 
fatellites : — a body  which  he  himfelf  confidered  as  the  pretorlan 
guards  of  civil  and  religious  defpotifm,  ever  obedient  to  the 
pontiffs,  at  times  dangerous  to  kings,  but  invariably  attached  to 
an  abfolute  monarchy.  Sometimes  he  condefeended  to  flatter 
defpotifm,  but  it  was  on  purpofe  to  difarm  it  of  its  rage ; the 
arrows  with  which  he  affailed  fuperftition,  inflided  the  moft 
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deadly  wounds ; yet  they  now  and  then  unluckily  took  an 
oblique  diredlion,  and  glanced  againft  the  buckler  of  religion. 
Arriving  at  a patriarchal  age,  this  great  man  enlightened  and 
inftrudted  two  generations ; and,  like  Mably  and  Roufleau, 
became  the  immediate  precurfor  of  a revolution,  which  he  him- 
felf  had  predicted. 

Nor  did  the  difunited  efforts  of  individuals  alone  tend  to 
change  the  ancient  government  of  France.  Three  great  academies, 
devoted  to  fcience  and  inftru<ftion,  foftered  a number  of  celebrated 
members,  who  dared  to  think  with  equal  freedom  on  every 
fubjedt  connecSted  with  the  hiftory  and  happinefs  of  fociety.  The 
mathematicians,  aftronomers,  and  naturalifts,  afpired  to  the 
gratitude  of  their  fellow-creatures ; for,  after  meafuring  the 
bounds  of  fpace,  calculating  the  orbits  of  the  planets,  and 
unveiling  the  wonders  of  nature,  they  condefcended  to  become 
the  benefadors,  by  redifying  the  prejudices,  of  mankind.  Bailly 
flrenuoufly  laboured  to  difpel  the  miff  of  popular  errour.  Buffon 
opened  a new  career  to  the  human  mind,  by  the  boldnefs  of  his 
theories.  Condorcet  intermingled  a love  of  liberty  with  the 
ftudy  of  the  fciences  although  a noble  by  defcent,  he  inveighed 
againft  exclufive  hereditary  diftindions,  while  they  yet  flourifhed 
and  were  revered  * ; and  proclaimed  aloud,  at  the  very  foot  of  a 
throne  ftill  abfolute,  that  no  government  ought  to  be  tolerated  in 
which  the  people  had  not  a fhare. 

The  encyclopedifts,  without  poffeffing  the  forms  or  being 
encumbered  with  the  ceremonies  of  an  academy,  contrived  to 
extend  their  empire  over  the  publick  opinion.  By  the  difciiffion 
of  political  fubjeds,  and  the  difperfion  of  every  fpecies  of 
knowledge,  they  contributed  firft  to  difarm  tyranny  of  half  its 
rage,  and  then  to  overturn  it  altogether.  Notwithftanding  this. 


* Sec  “ La  Vie  cle  Turgot,”  publiflied  about  the  year  1785. 
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Diderot  and  d’Alembert  were  courted  and  carefTed  by  two  of  the  ^S^t.  v. 
greateft  monarchs  Europe  has  ever  witnefled  ; for  both  Frederick  , izss. 
and  Catharine  were  proud  to  behold  them  at  their  courts,  and  d’kiembertf 
eager  to  confide  the  future  hopes  of  two  abfolute  thrones  to  their 
enlightened  counfels. 

The  economifts  were  flattered  at  beholding  miniflers  feledled  Turgot j 
from  among  them  ; and  confidered  Turgot,  while  regulating  the 
finances  and  meliorating  the  fate  of  an  opprelfed  nation,  as  at 
once  their  ornament  and  their  chief.  They  were  a learned  and 
enlightened  body,  had  devoted  their  attention  to  the  fcience  of 
government,  and,  by  uniting  with  the  philofophers,  actually 
obtained  for  a time,  two  out  of  the  three  great  objed;s  to  which 
they  afpired  ; — the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  the  free  circulation  of 
grain,  and  the  eflablifhment  of  an  intermediate  power  between 
the  king  and  the  people,  under  the  name  of  provincial  fiates. 

Thefe  various  focieties  and  individuals,  at  once  cultivated  and 
propagated  a deteflation  of  tyranny : fome  of  them  beheld  its 
firfl:  gleam ; others  lived  to  fee  the  meridian  fplendour  of  the 
revolution  ; and,  alas  ! a few  witneffed,  but  were  not  permitted 
to  furvive,  its  horrours. 

Such  were  the  men  who  beheld  the  approach  of,  and 
endeavoured  to  render  their  country  worthy  of  liberty  : happy 
had  it  been  for  the  nation  had  it  either  remained  longer  under 
their  tutelage,  or  that  fuch  only  had  been  called  to  prefide  over 
them ; for,  although  a fpirit  of  intolerance  and  calumny  hath 
gone  forth,  yet  it  is  a fa6t,  and  truth  requires  it  fliould  be  every- 
where proclaimed,  that  the  philofophers,  mathematicians,  and 
men  of  letters,  were  neither  the  inftigators  nor  perpetrators,  but 
uniformly  the  victims,  of  crimes ; and  that  in  no  one  of  the  hor- 
rours of  the  revolutionary  conflidl,  have  any  of  thefe  cmbrued 
their  hands  i 

But  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that  there  were  writers  of 
another  kind,  who  confpired,  fometimes  involuntarily,  agairift  the 
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Keeker,  and 
evenCalonne 


3.  the  dif- 
order  of  the 
ti nances  : 

4.  the  zeal 
of  the  par- 
liaments  : 


5.  the  ex- 
ampleof  Eng- 
land andAme- 
rica: 


_ eftablifhed  defpotlfm.  Necker’s  famous  produdion  on  the  finances, 
difclofed  fecrets  that  proved  ruinous  to  the  credit  of  the  monarchy  ; 
. while  the  plans  and  writings  of  his  rival  Calonne,  who  meditated 
important  changes  relative  to  the  privileged  orders,  demonftrated 
that  a new  and  a better  fyftem  of  government  muft  necelfarily 
be  recurred  to,  on  purpofe  to  fave  the  ftate  from,  bankruptcy  and 
difgrace.  The  contentions  of  thefe  celebrated  men,  by  en- 
lightening the  nation  refpedting  its  revenues,  muft  be  allowed  to 
have  produced  a furprifing  efted; : for  the  grand  primary  and 
pre-difpofing  caufe  of  the  revolution,  originated  in  the  difor- 
ganifation  of  the  finances,  which  excited  the  clamours  of  the 
people ; the  fpirited  and  eloquent  protefts  of  the  parliaments  ; 
the  impotent  vengeance  of  the  prince ; and  finally,  an  ap- 
peal to  the  ftates-general,  which,  by  awakening  the  multitude 
from  their  lethargy,  prepared  the  cataftrophe  that  fo  fpeedily 
enfued. 

There  were  alfo  many  other  circumftances  which  did  not  fail 
to  operate,  although  in  an  inferiour  degree.  The  liberties  and 
profperity  of  England — a country  feparated  only  by  a narrow 
arm  of  the  fea,  and  which  by  its  free  conftitution  had  been 
enabled  to  combat  with,  and  not  unfrequently  to  humble,  the 
monarchy — could  not  be  contemplated  with  impunity.  It  is 
difficult  to  fuppofe  that  fo  many  thoufand  officers  and  foldiers  had 
vifited  and  fought  in  behalf  of  the  rights  of  America,  without 
being  imbued  with  fomething  of  a kindred  fpirit : there  they 
beheld  a new  and  happy  nation,  among  whom  the  pride  of  birth 
and  diftindlions  of  rank  were  alike  unknown  ; there  they,  for  the 
firft  time,  faw  virtue  and  talents  and  courage  rewarded  ; there 
they  viewed  with  furprife  a fovereign  people  fighting,  not  for  a 
mafter,  but  themfelves,  and  haranguing,  deliberating,  difpenfing 
juftice,  and  adminiftering  the  laws,  by  reprefentatives  of  their 
own  free  choice.  On  their  return,  the  contraft  was  odious  and 
intolerable  : — they  beheld  family  preferred  to  merit,  influence  to 
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juftice,  wealth  to  worth  : they  began  to  examine  into  a confti- 
tution  in  which  the  monarch,  whom  they  were  now  accuftomed  1788. 
to  confider  as  only  the  firft  magiftrate,  was  every  thing;  and  the 
people,  the  fountaiij  of  all  power,  cyphers  : they  beheld  a weak 
king  and  an  unpopular  princefs,  furrounded  by  favourites  and 
minions ; they  felt  that  they  themfelves  and  their  fervices  were 
overlooked  in  the  crowd  of  petitioners,  or  eclipfed  by  the 
pretenfions  of  lefs  meritorious  claimants,  and  they  may  be 
fuppofed  to  have  wifhed,  and  even  to  have  languifhed  for  a 
change  ! 

The  great  body  of  the  army,  hitherto  the  bulwark  of  the  6- ‘^^fcaion 

^ ■'  ’ . . . of  the  army 

monarchy  and  the  fcourge  of  the  people,  participated  alfo  in 
fome  meafure,  although,  perhaps,  from  different  caufes,  in  the 
general  difaffedtion.  Ever  fince  the  days  of  Turenne  and  Conde, 
the  French  troops  had  been  flattered  into  obedience,  and  the 
principle  of  honour  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  harflinefs  and 
rigour.  But  the  ancient  difcipline  was  now  perverted.  The 
foldiers  of  Germany,  fubdued  into  mechanical  corrednefs  by  the 
canes  of  the  corporal  and  the  adjutant,  and  pofTefling  all  the 
facility  of  a well-regulated  machine,  without  being  animated 
with  any  portion  of  that  heroick  ardour  which  gives  fuch  a 
decided  fuperiority  to  the  armies  of  free  ftates,  had  become  models 
for  the  imitation  of  all  the  kings  of  Europe. 

During  the  adminiftration  of  the  count  de  St.  Germain,  who 
had  ferved  many  years  abroad,  Louis  XVI.  was  perfuaded  to 
adopt  the  military  punifhments  of  Pruflia,  Auftria,  and  Ruflia ; 
it  was  unwifely  attempted  to  fubduc  the  refined  fenfe  of  delicacy 
of  which  the  French  foldier  had  always  boafted,  and  to  overcome 
his  vanity,  by  fubje<S;ing  him  to  the  humiliating  difcipline  of  the 
fabre.  Many  preferred  a voluntary  death  to  fuch  a degrada- 
tion ; and  fo  far  was  the  point  of  honour  carried,  that  feveral 
of  the  drummers,  deeming  themfelves  debafed  by  the  inflidion 
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SECT.  V.  alone,  actually  Imagined  that  nothing  but  the  grave  could 
1788.  obliterate  their  difgrace. 

7.  the  inhe-  It  ought  iiot  however  to  be  omitted,  that  other  motives  might 
freedum ; have  alfo  Operated.  The  vileft  wretch,  the  bafeft  and  moft 
degraded  of  the  human  fpecies,  even  the  flave  himfelf,  will  fome- 
times  feel  the  lambent  flame  of  freedom  illuminating  his  mind 
and  warming  his  heart  : at  thofe  periods  too,  when  a loofe  is 
given  to  the  paiTions,  and  allurements  of  every  kind  are  held  out, 
the  man  will  infenfibly  burft  forth  in  the  warriour  ; the  foldier 
will  be  proud  to  feel  that  he  is  an  armed  citizen ; and  the  troops, 
fubjed  to  the  perpetual  reftraint  of  fubordination,  will  be  eafily 
captivated  by  the  fafcinating  founds  of  liberty  and  equality. 
Certain  it  is,  the  French  foldiery  were  foon  taught  that  they  had 
hitherto  miflaken  the  objedf  of  their  glory  : they  learned  to 
diftinguifh  between  the  monarch  and  the  monarchy ; they  were 
impreffed  with  the  great  and  important  leflTon — that  allegiance 
and  protection  are  reciprocal  duties,  and  that  true  patriotifm 
confifts  in  ferving  our  country  alone. 

The  clamours  of  the  people,  the  diforders  of  the  court,  the 
deranged  fl:ate  of  the  finances,  the  tyranny  of  an  arbitrary 
government  odious  even  to  foldiers,  and  the  hope  derived  from 
the  convocation  of  the  jftates-general,  had  reached  their,  ears,  and 
began  to  affeCt  their  underftandings.  They  were  alfo  piqued  to 
find  that  they  were  fufpeded  by  the  courtiers ; and  they  could 
not  behold  without  indignation,  the  foreign  troops  feleded, 
trufted,  and  preferred  to  themfelves.  Thofe  who  had  ferved  on 
the  Trans- Atlantic  continent,  recolleCled  the  caufe  in  which  they 
had  been  already  victorious  ; thofe  who  refided  in  the  capital, 
had  formed  an  intimacy  and  a friend  fhip  with  the  -citizens ; a 
numerous  and  formidable  body,  by  a long  continuance  there,  had 
begun  to  imitate  the  manners,  the  cuftoms,  and  even  to  adopt 
the  political  fentiments,  of  the  inhabitants.  France  alfo,  the  moft 
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warlike  nation  in  Europe,  fcarcely  poflefled  a Tingle  individual 
who  had  not  ferved  in  her  armies : a great  portion  of  the  i78S. 
Parifians  were  therefore  already  enured  to  difcipline,  and  familar  genius  of  the 
with  arms.  In  addition  to  all  the  other  motives,  which  this  clafs  = 
of  men  poflefled  in  common  with  their  fellow-fubjeds,  the 
fedudions  of  interefl:  ought  not  to  be  omitted.  The  French 
guards  fecretly  coveted  the  honour  of  being  employed  about  the 
perfons  of  their  kings  ; the  veterans  in  the  line  were  taught  to 
hope  that  they  might  become  fubalterns,  for,  although  plebeians, 
they  afpired  to  thofe  diftindions  hitherto,  with  a very  few  excep- 
tions, conferred  on  blood  alone. 

N o fooner,  therefore,  did  the  revolutionary  volcano  burfl;  forth, 
than  the  troops  of  the  capital  were  entangled  in,  and  carried 
along  with,  the  burning  lava.  Dazzled  with  gold,  gratified  with 
women,  intoxicated  with  wine,  inflamed  by  patriotifm,  it  was 
utterly  impoflTible  for  them  to  refift  fo  many  allurements  j accord- 
ingly they  at  length  joined,  and,  in  a great  meafure,  adually 
decided  the  fate  of  the  moft  general  confpiracy  Europe  had  hitherto 
witneffed  againfl;  the  defpotifm  of  a throne,  upheld  by  a 
powerful  clergy  and  nobility,  furrounded  by  numerous  armies  ' 
accuftomed  to  implicit  obedience,  and  ftrengthened  aud  fupported 
by  the  inveteracy  of  cuftom,  and  the  prejudices  of  ages. 

At  this  critical  period,  when  union  and  ability  might  have  9-  ftate 

' ° of  the  court 

protracted  the  fate  of  the  monarchy,'  the  court  was  diftraded  by 
private  jealoufies,  and  divided  by  petty  feuds.  It  no  longer 
awed  by  talents,  or  dazzled  by  dignity,  or  intimidated  by  terrour. 

The  crown,  in  compliance  with  the  recommendations  of  a 
citizen  of  Geneva  was  fliorn  of  its  luftre  ; for  he  had  prevailed 
upon  Louis  XVI.  to  reform  his  brilliant  but  expenfive  eftablilh- 
ment  of  houfehold  troops,  confifting  of  the  light  horfe,  the 
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SECT.^^  gendarmes,  and  the  mufqueteers,  whofe  gilded  trappings  attraded 
1788.  the  admiration  of  the  multitude,  and  whofe  haughtinefs  was  in 
fome  meafure  calculated  to  awe  them  into  obedience  ! The  royal 
authority,  frequently  and  unjuftly  exercifed  againft  the  par- 
liaments, had  at  length  yielded  to  their  firmnefs ; the  prero- 
gative, omnipotent  in  theory,  was  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
of  the  bounded  in  pradice.  The  king,  pofleffing  many  virtues,  but 
and  iiueen ; feeble,  irrefolute,  and  uxorious,  excited  pity,  and  even  con- 
tempt. Vibrating  between  the  violent  counfels  of  his  confort, 
and  the  timidity  of  his  own  nature,  he  appears  to  have  been  emi- 
nently capricious,  for  he  was  by  turns  tyrannical  and  compliant. 

Maria-Antoinetta,  while  dauphinefs,  had  acquired  the 
refped  of  the  nation,  by  refufmg  to  countenance  the  miftrefs  of 
the  reigning  monarch.  On  a variety  of  accounts,  this  beautiful 
but  imprudent  princefs  now  experienced  its  hatred.  Until  her 
time,  the  queens  of  France,  reftrained  by  certain  accuftomed 
formalities,  had  never  dined  in  the  company  of  the  other  fexj 
and,  in  confequence  of  a ftrange  inconfiftency,  her  majefty  was 
accufed  by  the  inhabitants  of  a gay  and  debauched  capital,  with 
having  overleaped  the  bounds  of  pundilio,  and  even  of  decorum, 
by  living  and  converfing  familiarly  with  her  courtiers  and 
favourites.  But  it  cannot  be  denied  that  fome  parts  of  her 
condud  were  fubjed  to  more  ferious  reprehenfion.  Her  expences 
were  enormous,  her  demeanour  haughty ; her  averfion  to  every 
thing  that  bore  the  name  of  liberty  was  confpicuous,  and  the 
manner  in  which  Ihe  governed  the  prince,  expofed  both  him 
and  herfelf  to  unceafmg  fufpicion.  The  people  were  jealous 
of  her  early  partialities : they  imagined  that  flie  was  a better 
filler  than  a wife,  and  more  attached  to  the  interells  of  Auftria 
than  of  France ; they  even  pryed  into  and  loudly  arraigned 
her  pleafures : in  addition  to  this,  the  recent  tranfadion 
about  the  diamond  necklace,  in  which  her  charader  w’as 
unfortunately  implicated  with  that  of  the  debauched  cardinal  de 


INTRODUCTION. 


li 


Rohan,  and  a female  adventurer  of  the  name  of  la  Motte,  had 
alfo  generated  fufpicions  that  were  revived,  from  time  to  time,  by  1788. 
the  clamours  of  difcontent,  and  the  virulence  of  party  zeal. 

Her  majefty  and  the  king’s  two  brothers  were  alfo  at  open  M-  conduft 

^ ot  theprinces : 

variance  among  themfelves.  The  elder  of  thefe  had  acquired 
and  retained  the  refpedt  of  the  nation  until  the  period  of  his 
flight ; but  the  profufion  of  the  younger,  and  ftill  more  his  zeal 
againft  every  innovation  on  the  ancient  defpotifm,  at  length 
rendered  his  name  odious.  On  the  other  hand,  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  the  firfl;  prince  of  the  blood,  openly  afpired  to  popu-  * 
larity.  His  anceftor  had  been  invefted  with  the  regency  by  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  in  exprefs  oppofition  to  the  will  of  Louis  XIV.; 
and  both  his  father  and  himfelf,  moved  perhaps  by  gratitude  and 
affedtion,  had  ever  warmly  efpoufed  the  claims  and  privileges  of 
that  auguft  tribunal.  Arrefted  and  exiled  by  the  king,  confider- 
ing  himfelf  as  the  objedt  of  the  queen’s  unceafmg  vengeance, 
and  a victim  deftined  to  bleed  on  the  reftoration  of  the  monarchy, 
he  and  his  adherents  engaged  in  the  political  contefl:  with 
unceafmg  ardour,  and  expended  an  amazing  fortune  to  produce, 
ftrengthen,  and  fupport  a revolution,  that  in  the  end  proved 
their  deftrucflion. 

The  numerous  and  notorious  abufes  in  the  government,  alfo  12.  abufes 
produced  an  effec^I:  correfpondent  to  the  knowledge  of  an  inqui-  ofth^govem- 
fitive  and  critical  age.  France,  a prey  by  turns  to  cruel,  con-  ’ 
temptible,  or  fanatical  princes,  ambitious  or  profligate  regents, 
tyrannical  minifters,  avaricious  financiers,  corrupt  favourites,  and 
devouring  courtezans,  had  not  for  whole  centuries  enjoyed 
either  happinefs  or  repofe.  She  was  denied  even  the  Jleep  of 
defpotifm^  the  only  confolation  that  a people  can  derive  from  the 
degradation  of  fervitude,  having  twice  experienced  all  the  horrours 
of  a national  bankruptcy,  and  been  in  fuccellion  the  theatre  of 
domeftick,  foreign,  and  religious  wars. 
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The  feudal  hierarchy*  had  become  burdenfome  and  oppref- 
five.  Inftead  of  foftening,  as  formerly,  the  exercife  of  the  royal 
prerogative,  and  prefenting  a barrier  between  the  king  and  the 
people,  the  grandees  were  now  confidered  as  wholly  devoted  to  the 
monarchy  j fome  were  inverted  with  high  commands  in  the  army, 
fome  governed  the  provinces,  while  others,  under  the  names  of 
grand  butlers,  grand  chamberlains,  and  grand  marters  of  the 
wardrobe,  had  become  its  menial  fervants  : divided  into  carts  of 
old  and  new,  nobles  of  the  fword  and  of  the  robe,  of  the  court 
and  of  the  provinces,  they  all  claimed  an  exemption  from  taxes  ; 
and,  although  jealous  of  each  other,  cordially  united  in  treating 
the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  with  the  mort  infurterable  haughtinefs, 
while  they  confidered  thofe  of  the  country  as  little  better  than  their 
flaves.  Addided  to  war,  to  the  chace,  and  to  the  pleafures  of  the 
table,  refiding  chiefly  in  courts  and  in  camps,  they  did  not  perceive 
that  the  invention  of  printing  had  dertroyed  the  prejudices  of 
chivalry  j while  that  of  gunpowder,  by  equalifing  the  danger, 
had  removed  the  difference  between  an  arirtocracy  coated  in  mail, 
at  once  armed  and  invulnerable,  and  the  naked  plebeian,  expofed, 
difpirited,  and  defencelefs  f . Some  few,  indeed,  rifing  fuperior 
to  their  order,  confidered  their  privileges  as  the  chimeras  of 
a Gothick  age,  and  taking  refuge  in  literature  and  the  fciences, 
did  not  deem  themfelves  degraded,  becaufe  they  had  become  at 
once  happy  and  ufeful.  But  the  far  greater  number  rtill  con-  ' 
tinned  to  harafs  their  unhappy  vaffals  by  means  of  obfolete  and 
intolerable  claims,  to  enforce  the  exclufive  right  of  the  chace  by 
the  terrour  of  cruel  punifhments,  and  to  fnuff  up  the  incenfe 
which  the  compliant  priert  removed  periodically  from  the  altar 
of  the  divinity,  to  rtrike  the  manerial  bondfmen  with  awe,  and 
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gratify  the  fenfes  of  their  haughty  lords.  They  had  thus  become  ^s^T.  v. 
odious  to  the  peafantry,  whofe  obedience  fprung  only  from  their  176s. 
fears,  and  who  fighed  in  fecret  for  retribution  and  revenge  ! 

What  the  poflefl'ors  of  fiefs  originally  acquired  by  their  u.  degene- 
fwords,  the  clergy  had  obtained  by  the  profufion  of  a barbarous  dtgLfied  ^ 
age.  Taking  advantage  of  the  weaknefs  of  kings,  and  the  • 
ignorance  of  nobles,  they  extended  over  both  the  chains  of 
fuperftition,  and  feized  on  the  better  portion  of  France  in  the 
name  of  Heaven  : but  they  were  careful  to  add  terrour  to  fuppli- 
cation  ; and,  while  they  conferred  the  bleffings  of  another  world 
with  a lavifh  hand,  eager  to  enfure  to  themfelves  the  riches  of 
the  prefent,  they  menaced,  with  eternal  punifhments,  all  thofe 
who  oppofed  either  the  increafe  or  the  duration  of  their  power. 

Yet,  in  the  early  periods  of  an  amiable  and  beneficent  religion,, 
the  ecclefiaflical  hierarchy  muft  be  allowed  to  have  exhibited 
frequent  inftances  of  the  mofl  edifying  piety,  in  addition  to  the 
mofl:  fcrupulous  aufterity.  But  wealth,  as  ufual,  had  corrupted 
their  fucceffors : they  now  mingled  in  the  intrigues  of  the  court ; 
they  yielded  to  the  cravings  of  paflion,  and  the  felicitations  of 
luxury ; they  even  caballed  to  become  placemen,  financiers,  and 
minifters.  Some  afpired  to  and  actually  obtained  the  Roman 
purple,  through  the  medium  of  minions  and  mifbrelTes  ; and 
others  had  brought  contempt  upon  their  order,  by  the  irregularity 
of  their  lives,  and  the  fcandalous  impropriety  of  their  condudt  : 
all  the  pride  of  the  mitre  remained,  but  the  crolier  was  no  longer 
confidered  as  the  paftoral  ftaff  of  the  patriarchal  times. 

It  is  alfo  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  influence  of  fuper- 
fl;ition,  and  even  of  the  clergy,  was  now  vifibly  on  the  decline 
throughout  the  nation  ; and  that  an  age  devoted  to  the  cultivation 
of  literature  and  the  fciences,  felt  itfelf  but  little  interefted  in 
thofe  polemical  contentions  which  at  once  occupied  and  difgraced 
the  two  former  reigns.  The  frivolous  and  unprofitable  difputes 
about  fpeculative  points  of  theology,  were  either  wholly 
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exploded,  or  confined  folely  to  the  cloifter.  The  very  names  of 
the  contending  fefts  had  become  obfolete  ; and  with  the  holy 
fervour  about  grace,  heavenly  love,  and  free-will,  had  difap- 
peared  the  molinifts,  the  janfenifts,  and  the  quietifts. 

The  amazing  wealth  poflefled  by  nineteen  archbifliops,  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two  bifhops ; the  immenfe  revenues  belonging 
to  twelve  hundred  and  eighty-eight  abbeys,  twelve  thoufand  four 
hundred  priories,  and  fourteen  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty 
convents ; excited  the  furprife,  and  perhaps  alfo  the  envy,  of  the 
laity.  They  began  to  enquire  into  the  original  intention  of  the 
founders;  and  as  their  zeal  was  no  longer  kept  alive  by  miracles, 
a carnal  and  felfifii  age  repined  at  the  mifapplication  of  fo  much 
ufeful  treafure  ; while  the  publick  creditor,  vibrating  between  his 
intereft  and  his  prejudices,  at  one  moment  wiflied  to  preferve  the 
inftitutions  of  his  forefathers,  and  at  another  longed  for  a re- 
formation fimilar  to  that  which  had  occurred  in  England  during 
the  early  part  of  the  fixteenth  century  ; in  confequence  of  which, 
the  wealth  of  the  church  might  be  applied  to  the  fervice  of 
the  ftate. 

In  the  mean  time  the  dignified  clergy,  leaving  the  care  of  their 
flock  to  others,  generally  refided  at  the  court,  or  in  the  capital. 
Their  numerous  and  extenfive  royalties  were  adminiftered  by 
delegates,  who  abated  nothing  of  the  feudal  rigours  j the  ex- 
clufive  rights  of  the  chace  were  enforced  with  unrelenting 
feverity ; the  peafantry,  already  oppreflTed  by  the  nobles,  groaned 
15.  injuftice  Under  the  exadlions  of  the  church  j and  tithes,  ever  viewed  with 
an  evil  eye  even  in  rich  countries,  were  peculiarly  grievous  to 
impoverilhsd  cultivators  refiding  in  unprodu(ffive  foils.  The 
parochial  clergy,  although  poor  themfelves,  conftituted  the  only 
flay  and  confolation  of  the  people ; they  alfo  w^ere  opprelTed  by 
their  more  opulent  brethren,  for  the  prelates  had  continued  to 
throw  the  burden  of  the  voluntary  gift  upon  the  great  body  of 
the  priefthood,  whofe  complaints  had  long  proved  unavailing, 
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but  whofe  refentment,  at  a fubfequent  period,  by  Inducing  them  SECT.  v. 
to  join  the  third-eftate,  produced  a fchifm  in  the  church,  and  put  1788. 
an  end  to  the  eftablifhed  hierarchy. 

While  the  claims  and  privileges  of  the  nobility  clergy 
had  become  ftationary,  and  remained  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  as  of  all : 
during  the  middle  ages,  when  they  were  at  once  confecrated  and 
fhielded  by  the  prejudices  of  the  times,  the  acquifitions  of  the 
people  were  utterly  incompatible  with  their  fituation.  The  fine 
arts  had  infpired  them  with  tafte,  commerce  had  diffufed  wealth, 
and  knowledge  had  taught  them  to  detefl;  the  pride  and  the  injuftice 
of  the  nobles.  Under  the  degrading  forms  of  an  abfolute 
monarchy,  they  had  imbibed  a republican  education.  While 
they  beheld  all  the  emblems  of  tyranny  around  them,  the 
youth  were  taught  to  admire  the  inftitutions  of  Greece  and  of 
Rome.  At  the  moment  their  native  country  was  expofed  to  the 
joint  fpoliations  of  Pompadour,  Debarre,  and  Louis  XV.  a 
Themiftocles,  an  Arlftides,  a Cato,  a Cicero,  and  a Cincinnatus, 
were  the  models  held  up  for  their  imitation.  So  ftrong  was  the 
current  of  opinion,  that  Condillac  became  the  preceptor  of 
princes  ; and  the  defcendants  of  abfolute  monarchs  beheld,  with 
a benignant  eye,  the  triumph  of  that  celebrated  Roman,  who  had 
avenged  the  crimes  of  a tyrant  with  his  blood.  Such,  in  fhort, 
was  the  unaccountable  perverfity  of  the  age,  that  the  hands  of  a 
king  engaged  during  the  morning  in  fignlng  decrees  of  pro- 
fcription,  were  employed  at  night  in  applauding  Brutus  at  the 
theatre  ! 

Among  the  other  changes  that  had  infenfibly  taken  place,  that  the  outcry 

of  the  liberty  of  fpeech  was  not  the  leaft  confpicuous.  Writings  abufes : 
were  every- where  read  and  circulated  againft  the  weight,  number, 
inequality,  and  mifapplication  of  the  taxes ; the  vexations  of  the 
farmers-general ; the  venality  of  offices ; the  imperfedtion  of  the 
criminal  code  ; and  thofe  arbitrary  and  illegal  imprifonments 
produced  by  lettres  de  cachet.  There  was  a general  outcry 
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SECT.  V.  againft  the  tributes  paid  to  the  pope,  the  wealth  of  the  clergy, 
17.S8.  and  the  profufion  with  which  penfions  were  afligned  on  an 

exhaufted  treafury.  The  provincial  nobles,  who  in  Britanny 
and  Dauphiny  had  refifted  the  royal  authority,  hoped  to  profit 
by  the  approaching  affembly  of  the  ftates,  and  wifhed  to  annihi- 
late the  fuperiority  claimed  by  their  rivals  at  Verfailles^  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  afpired  to  obtain  a relaxation  of  the 
imports,  the  weight  of  which  was  chiefly  borne  by  them  ; the 
creditors  of  the  rtate,  at  once  numerous  and  clamourous,  were 
defirous  to  avoid  a publick  bankruptcy  ; in  fine,  every  portion  of 
the  nation,  the  grandees  and  the  dignified  clergy  alone  excepted, 
feemed  to  long  for  rather  than  to  avoid  a crifis. 

]8.  influence  All  the  great  cities  in  the  kingdom  were  eager  to  reform  the 
tbn  oTthe'  ^hufes  of  government.  On  this  occafion,  the  immenfe  wealth 
capital : population  of  the  capital  gave  it  a decided  preponderance, 

and  at  length  rendered  it  alone  able  to  overthrow  the  ancient 
defpotifm.  Poverty,  which  always  takes  up  its  abode  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  luxury,  in  addition  to  the  want  of  occupation 
and  of  bread,  the  cry  and  the  hope  of  liberty,  the  harangues 
of  popular  orators,  and  the  daily  produ<rt;ions  of  a prefs  teeming 
with  inflammatory  produdlions,  rendered  Paris  the  fcene  of  per- 
petual agitation.  The  inferiour  claffes  of  the  nation,  ignorant, 
negledted,  debafed  by  fervitude,  goaded  by  mifery,  difpofed  to 
excefs,  and  far  better  fitted  to  acquire  than  to  preferve  their 
freedom,  every-where  prefented  the  elements  of  convulfion  ; in 
fhort,  a civil  war,  as  well  as  a revolution,  became  almort  inevitable. 
19,  the  in-  NoR  cau  it  be  denied  that  the  fountain  of  power  was  corrupt, 
government^  and  that  its  turbid  rtream  at  once  polluted  and  difgurted  the 
nation.  A multitude  of  grievances  exirted,  delinquencies  of  the 
mort  criminal  nature  had  been  long  perpetrated  with  impunity, 
and  the  abufes  were  fo  numerous  as  to  extend  to  every  depart- 
ment of  the  rtate,  and  every  province  of  the  empire.  The 
monarch  affeded  to  unite  in  his  own  perfon  the  executive  and 
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legiflative  authorities,  and  often  interfered  in  the  judicial  ad-  SECT.  V. 
miniftration.  The  finances  were  reduced  to  the  moft  deplorable  1738 
condition  ; and  the  nation,  forgetting  the  immenfe  expenditure  of 
the  late  war,  and  the  expenfive  fehemes  entered  into  for  obtaining 
a port  in  the  Channel,  contemplated  the  profufion  of  the  court, 
as  the  foie  caufe  of  their  mifery.  The  parliaments,  although  of 
late  the  vidtorious  defenders  of  their  own  and  the  people’s  rights, 
had  not  always  been  able  to  withftand  the  blaze  of  majefty ; and 
a royal  feifion  might  at  any  time  have  rendered  a determined 
king  paramount  to  all  refiftance 

The  nation  was  thus  left  naked  and  defencelefs,  while  the 
crown  was  armed  with  the  fupport  of  cuftom  and  prejudice,  a 
numerous  nobility,  all  the  dignified  clergy,  and  an  army  of 
150,000  men,  a large  portion  of  whom  were  foreigners. 

The  Baftille,  and  a variety  of  fubordinate  prifons,  had 
always  opened  their  dreadful  dungeons  at  the  voice  of  a re-  ^ cachet : 
folute  prince ; a free  prefs,  which  leaves  to  a bad  minifter  the 
choice  of  his  duty  or  his  difiionouf,  was  ftill  unknown  ; lettres  de 
cachet^  fold  publickly  towards  ^he  end  of  the  late  reign,  had  been 
granted  during  the  early  part  of  the  prefent  with  the  moft  fcan- 
dalous  impunity ; and,  however  amiable,  or  however  timid  the 
prefent  monarch  might  be,  yet,  according  to  the  pretended  rights  of 
the  crown,  another  Louis  XI.  might  have  fabricated  new  iron  cages 
for  his  vieftims,  or  another  Charles  IX.  perpetrated  new  malTacres 
on  his  miferable  fubjeds. 

Nor  were  the  grievances  of  the  people  confined  wholly  to  the 
exercife  of  the  royal  fundions.  The  adminiftration  of  juftice 
was  a fource  of  continual  cenfure  and  perpetual  defpair.  The 
offic-es  of  the  judicial  magiftrates  were  venal,  and  they  were 
fuppofed  to  reimburfe  themfelves,  not  only  by  fees  and  per- 
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21.  the  ex- 
ceffive  taxes : 


22,  the  ex- 
emptions 
claimed  by 
the  privileged 
orders  j 


and  23.  the 
feudal  ri- 
gours. 


quifites,  but  even  by  the  fale  of  their  decifions  : to  fuch  a fliocking 
pitch  was  this  carried,  that  certain  females,  known  by  an  ap- 
propriate name  were  employed  to  folicit  favour  from,  and 
even  to  corrupt,  the  fountain  of  juftice. 

The  bulk  of  the  people  was  overburdened  with  taxes,  many 
of  which  were  rather  oppreffive  than  productive ; offices  con- 
ferring nobility  were  publickly  bought  and  fold ; while  the  nobles 
were  exempt  from  the  operation  of  imports,  and  the  clergy  con- 
tributed only  what  they  pleafed  under  the  name  of  a benevolence. 

The  occupations  of  the  merchant  and  the  farmer  were  con- 
fidered  as  difcreditable ; the  plebeians  were  excluded  from  all 
the  high  offices  in  the  rtate,  and  the  profeffion  of  arms,  alone 
honourable,  was  confecrated  to  the  enjoyment  of  a particular 
cafl : to  command  a regiment,  or  a man-of-war,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  a noble. 

Many  of  the  rigours  of  the  feudal  fyrtem  rtill  difgraced  the 
code  and  the  praCtice  of  an  enlightened  nation.  The  game  laws 
were  enforced  with  a barbarous,  unfeeling,  and  unrelenting 
oppreffion  : the  death  of  a hare  or  a partridge  was  fometimes 
expiated  by  flavery  in  the  galleys. 

The  manerial  claims  were  at  once  odious  and  degrading. 
In  feveral  of  the  provinces  the  pofleflbr  of  a fief,  under  pretence 
of  digging  a pond,  could  rob  fuch  as  held  under,  and  difpleafed 
him,  of  a garden  or  an  orchard.  The  right  of  free  vearren  was 
carried  to  an  alarming  extent ; the  numerous  dove-cots  not 
unfrequently  aided  the  artifices  of  the  monopolifer  to  produce  a 
dearth ; the  peafant  beheld  the  rabbit,  the  pheafant,  and  the 
pigeon,  devouring  the  fruits  of  his  labours  with  impunity,  while 
the  fcanty  remnant  of  his  harvert,  after  being  diminifhed  by  ec- 
clefiaftical  exactions,  was  to  be  ground  at  the  mill  of  his  lord  alone. 
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The  farmers  in  the  remote  diftridts  had  reached  but  a Tingle  SECT . v. 
ftep  beyond  the  boors  of  the  northern  nations.  Tied  down  by  1788. 
the  hand  of  poverty  to  the  foil  where  they  were  born,  while  they 
maintained  the  clergy  by  their  tithes,  and  affifted  the  nobles  by 
their  perfonal  fervices,  they  were  fcarcely  able  to  fupport  their 
own  families  ; and  in  years  of  famine,  which  frequently  occurred, 
multitudes  actually  perifhed  from  want : nor  was  this  all,  for  at 
the  period  of  which  we  now  treat,  fome  of  the  inhabitants  were 
adually  in  a flate  of  bondage. 

The  people  being  thus  left  entirely  deftitute  of  redrefs  or  pro- Summary  of 

^ ^ . grievances. 

tedion  ; the  royal  authority  paramount  and  unbounded  ; the  laws 
venal  ; the  peafantry  oppreifed  ; agriculture  in  a languilhing  ftate  ; 
commerce  confidered  as  degrading ; the  publick  revenues  farmed 
out  to  greedy  financiers  ; the  publick  money  confumed  by  a court 
wallowing  in  luxury,  and  every  inftitution  at  variance  with 
juftice,  policy,  and  reafon : a change  became  inevitable  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  human  events,  and,  like  all  fudden  alterations 
in  corrupt  ftates,  w^as  accompanied  with  temporary  evils  and 
crimes,  that-  made  many  good  men  look  back  on  the  ancient 
defpotifm  with  a figh. 

But  at  this  period  the  cry  of  liberty  refounded  in  every  pof- 
fible  direction  from  Paris,  the  city  where  the  revolution  was  en- 
gendered, to  the  Alps,  the  Pyrenees,  the  plains  of  Flanders,  the 
borders  of  the  Channel,  and  the  fhores  of  the  Mediterranean  and 
the  Atlantick.  So  great  and  fo  inftantaneous  was  the  impulfe,  fo 
ominous,  fo  dangerous  the  example,  that  fome,  affrighted  at  the 
terrible  and  portentous  explofion,  and  carefully  averting  their 
eyes  from  the  real  and  palpable  motives  here  attempted  to  be 
detailed,  have  fought  for  a folution  of  this  grand  political  paradox 
in  obfcure,  occult,  and  contemptible  caufes : thusj  a learned 
profeffor  * lately  illuftrated  his  theory  of  the  phenomena  in  the 
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SECT.  V.  French  hemifphere,  by  recurring  to  the  incantations  of  the  il- 
luminati  while  an  expatriated  abbe  * has  unriddled  the  enigma 
of  the  revolution,  by  deducing  it  from  the  myfterious  arts  and 
alarming  progrefs  of  free-mafonry  ! 


SECTION  VI. 


Aflembly  of 
the  ftates- 
general. 


AT  length  the  ftates-general,  which  had  been  by  turns  pro- 
mifed,  delayed,  and  precipitated,  after  a lapfe  of  one  hundred  and 
feventy-five  years,  aflembled  at  Verfallles,  on  the  5th  of  May, 
1789.  The  ceremony  commenced  with  an  adl  of  devotion  ; — the 
reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  preceded  by  the  minifters  of  the  altar, 
and  followed  by  the  king,  having  repaired  to  the  temple  of  the 
Deity  amidft  an  immenfe  crowd,  who  offered  up  vows  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  endeavours  to  reform  and  regenerate  the  ftate.  The 
fplendour  and  variety  of  the  robes  of  two  of  the  orders  added  greatly 
to  the  brilliancy  of  the  fpe<5tacle  : for  the  dignified  clergy  were 
dreffed  in  a ftyle  of  grandeur  fuitable  to  their  refped:ive  ranks,  being 
adorned  with  fcarfs,  croffes,  and  crofiers ; while  the  nobility  were 
decorated  as  in  the  days  of  chivalry,  with  flowing  mantles  covered 
with  lace,  plumes  of  feathers  waving  in  the  air,  liars  and  ribbands 
calculated  to  produce  a theatrical  elfed;,  and  fwords  glittering 
with  gold  and  diamonds.  The  third  eflate,  on  which  the  people 
chiefly  relied,  on  the  other  hand,  feemed  to  affed:  fimplicity,  the 
members  appearing  in  plain  clothes,  furmounted  by  fhort  woollen 
cloaks,  as  in  the  time  of  Philip  le  Bel ; but  they  were  hailed  by 
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the  fuiTOunding  multitude  as  the  hope  of  their  country,  while  SECT.  VI. 
a folemn  and  inaufpicious  filence  prevailed  during  the  procefllon 
of  the  reft  of  the  aflembly. 

Having  returned  towards  the  hall,  the  king,  the  court,  and 
the  deputies  of  the  two  firft  orders,  were  fuffered  to  enter  through 
the  folding  doors,  at  the  principal  gate  ; while  the  commons,  after 
waiting  for  feveral  hours  in  a fmall  wooden  manfion  adjoining, 
were  at  length  fuftered  to  pafs,  through  a poftern,  and  behold 
that  blaze  of  grandeur  by  which  they  were  at  once  furrounded 
and  eclipfed  *. 


* The  following  account  feems  to  have  been  written  by  an  attentive  fpe£l:ator : 

“ Quel  grand  & magnifique  tableau  s’eft  deroule  fous  mes  yeux  ! Je  n’ai  pas 
de  termes  pour  vous  rendre,  pour  vous  exprimer  mon  extafe  & mon  raviflement 
foutenus  pendant  neuf  heures  de  fuite  fur  ce  tableau.  Une  vafte  falle,  conftruite  & 
decoree  d’un  grand  gout,  foutenue  par  vingt  colonnes  Doriques,  executee  dans  toutes 
fes  parties  en  ftyle  du  meme  ordre,  dans  ce  ftyle  d’architecture  le  plus  noble  & le 
plus  impofant  de  tous.  Mille  a douze  cents  reprefentants  de  la  France  occupant 
le  fond  de  la  falle,  divifes  en  trois  ordres. 

“ Le  clerge  vis-a-vis  de  ma  tribune,  dans  fon  plus  riche  coftume.  Les  deputes 
de  la  noblelTe  vis-a-vis  du  clerge,  couverts  de  plumes  ondoyantes  fur  des  chapeaux 
de  forme  feodale,  propres  aux  terns  heroiques  de  la  monarchie,  & de  manteaux 
noirs  eclatans  de  dorure,  & d’une  coupe  a la  fols  elegante  & theatrale ; tous. 
Tepee  au  cote.  Dans  le  fond  de  la  falle,  a ma  gauche,  les  cinq  au  fix  cents  de- 
putes du  tiers-etat,  tous  en  noir,  habits  & manteaux  de  laine,  cravates  blanches,  & 
chapeaux  rabattus  ; fans  epee. 

“ A ma  droite  Teftrade  qui  foutenolt  le  trone,  place  fous  un  dais  eblouiflant. 
Le  rol,  la  reine  un  peu  plus  bas.  A la  gauche  du  trone,  & du  cote  de  la  reine,  les 
princes  & les  princefles  du  fang,  les  grands  officiers  de  la  couronne,  chacun  dans 
le  coftume  qui  leur  eft  propre.  Enfuite  les  dues  & pairs,  & tous  ranges  fans  con- 
fufion  & dans  I’ordre  le  plus  pittorefque. 

“ Au  bas  de  Teftrade,  une  grande  table  couverte  d’un  tapis  verd ; des  ecritoires, 
plumes,  & papiers.  Autour  de  la  table,  les  mlniftres  & fecrctaires  d’etat.  Pres 
d’eux,  & a leur  droite,  tous  les  confeillers  d’etat  en  corps.  Le  garde  des  feeaux 
pres  des  marches  du  trone.  Au  devant  des  bancs  du  tiers-ctat,  fept  on  huit  heraults 
d’armes,  vetus  d’un  manteau  court  & violet  en  forme  de  tonnclet,  tenant  a la  main 
un  bng  bkon  convert  & parfeme,  ainfi  que  le  manttau,  de  grofles  fleurs  de  lys 


Ixu  INTRODUCTION. 

SECT,  vr.  After  a long  and  tedious  ceremonial,  the  king,  who  was  feated 
in  a magnificent  alcove,  with  the  queen  on  his  left  hand,  and  the 
princes  and  princeflTes  of  the  blood  around  him,  delivered  the 
following  difcourfe,  which  he  read  from  a paper  in  his  hand,  in  a 
loud  and  diftinft  voice,  and  with  all  the  confidence  of  an  orator 
accuftomed  to  addrefs  a numerous  alTembly : 

“ Gentlemen, 

Speech  of  “ The  day  is  at  length  arrived  which  my  heart  has  fo  long 
panted  to  behold,  and  now  I find  myfelf  furrounded  by  the 
reprefentatives  of  a nation  which  it  is  my  glory  to  command. 

“ A LONG  interval  hath  elapfed  fmce  the  laft  convocation  of 
the  ftates-general ; but  although  thefe  alfemblies  have  not  for  fome 
time  been  held,  I have  not  been  diffuaded  by  the  example  of  my 
late  predecelTors  from  re-eftablifhing  a cuftom  by  which  the 
nation  may  earneftly  hope  to  acquire  new  vigour,  and  which 
may  be  the  means  of  opening  to  it  an  additional  fource  of 
happinefs. 

“ The  publick  debt  was  already  immenfe  at  my  accelTion  to 
the  throne,  and  has  increafed  under  my  reign ; an  expenfive  but 
honourable  war  has  been  the  caufe,  and  the  augmentation  of 
taxes  the  confequences  of  it ; but  an  unequal  levy  has  occafioned 
them  to  be  more  feverely  felt. 

“ A VERY  general  difcontent,  and  a too  eager  defire  for  in- 


brodes  d’or.  Toutes  les  femmes  de  la  cour,  eclatantes  degagc  d’or,  d’argent,  de 
broderies,  & de  diamants,  remplilToient  les  deux  premieres  entre-colonnes  a 
Toppofite  I’une  de  I’autre,  &c. 

“ Deux  milles  fpe61ateurs  d’elite,  hommes  & femmes,  occupoient  le  rede  des 
entre-colonnes,  & toutes  les  tribunes  qui  regnoient  au-deffus.  M.  Necker  fc 
faifoit  remarquer  par  fon  vetement,  precifement  parceque  vetu  comme  tout  Ic 
monde  il  ne  I’etoit  comme  perfonne  de  la  falle  ; il  avoir  un  habit  gris  de  fer,  charge 
d’une  riche  & large  broiderie  d’argent,”  &c.  Correfpondence  d’un  Habitant  de 
Paris,  &c.  p.  i.  2. 
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novation,  have  taken  hold  of  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  will 
end  in  mifleading  their  judgment  if  they  do  not  haften  to  fix 
it  by  wife  and  moderate  counfels. 

“ It  is  in  this  confidence,  gentlemen,  that  I now  aflemble 
you  ; and  I rejoice  to  think  that  the  rneafure  has  been  juftified  by 
thofe  difpofitions  which  the  two  firft  orders  of  the  ftate  have 
Ihewn,  to  renounce  their  own  pecuniary  privileges.  The  hope 
which  I have  cheriflied,  to  fee  all  the  orders  unite  and  concur 
with  me  in  wilhes  for  the  publick  good,  will,  I am  certain,  not 
be  deceived. 

“ I HAVE  already  ordered  very  confiderable  retrenchments  in 
refpedf  to  my  own  expences ; you  will  moreover  furnifh  me  with 
your  fentiments  on  the  fubjed:,  which  I fhall  receive  moft  gladly  r 
but,  in  fpite  of  the  refources  which -the  ftrideft  economy  can 
fuggeft,  I fear,  gentlemen,  that  I fhall  not  be  able  to  relieve  my 
fubjeds  fo  foon  as  I could  wifh. 

“ I WILL  give  orders  that  the  exad  ftate  of  the  finances  may 
be  laid  before  you  ; and  when  you  have  examined  this,  I am 
afliired  you  wall  propofe  to  me  the  moft  effedual  means  of 
eftablifiiing  them  on  a permanent  footing,  and  ftrengthening  the 
publick  credit.  This  great  and  falutary  work  claims  your  moft 
earneft  attention;  it.  is  that  which  will  fecure  the  internal 
tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  and  maintain  its  confequence  among 
foreign  powers. 

“ The  publick  fpirit  is  in  a ferment ; but  an  aflembly  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  nation  wall  certainly  hearken  to  no  other 
counfels  but  thofe  founded  on  wifdom  and  prudence.  You  your- 
felves,  gentlemen,  have  been  able  to  judge  on  many  recent  oc- 
cafions,  that  the  people  have  been  mifguided  ; but  the  fpirit  which 
will  rule  over  your  deliberations  will  alfo  evince  the  true  fentiments 
of  a generous  nation,  whofe  diftinguiflied  charader  has  been 
the  love  of  their  prince.  I fhall  banifti  from  me  every  other 
fentiment. 
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SECT.  VI.  “ I KNOW  the  authority  and  power  of  a juft  king,  furrounded 
by  a faithful  people,  at  all  times  attached  to  the  principles  of 
monarchy ; thefe  have  occafioned  the  glory  and  fplendour  of 
France ; I ought,  and  I ever  ftiall  fupport  them. 

“ But  whatever  may  be  expected  from  the  moft  tender  fo- 
licitude  for  the  publick  good,  whatever  can  be  afked  from  a 
fovereign,  the  fmcereft  friend  of  his  people,  you  may,  you  ought 
to  hope  from  me. 

“ May  a happy  union  reign  in  this  aflembly  ! And  may  this 
epocha  become  ever  memorable  by  the  felicity  and  profperity  of 
the  country  ! 

“ It  is  the  wifti  of  my  heart ; it  is  the  moft  ardent  defire  of 
my  prayers  ; it  is,  in  fhort,  the  price  which  I expedt  for  the 
fmcerity  of  my  intentions,  and  my  love  for  my  people. 

“ The  keeper  of  the  feals  will  explain  my  intentions  more 
fully,  and  I have  ordered  the  diredlor-general  of  the  finances  to 
lay  before  you  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom.” 

Speech  of  the  When  his  majefty  had  ended  a fpeech,  feveral  paflages  of 

feals, '^and  which  were  received  with  a marked  applaufe,  M.  Barentin  arofe, 

and  paid  many  compliments  to  the  monarch,  who  had  liftened  to 
the  publick  vok:e,  and  granted  a double  reprefentation  in  favour 
of  the  moft  numerous  of  the  three  orders — that  on  which  the 
burden  of  taxation  principally  fell.  He  alfo  enlarged  on  the 
advantage  of  a limited  government,  equally  removed  from  abfoliite 
monarchy  on  one  hand,  and  anarchy  and  republicanifm  on 
the  comp-  the  Other.  Necker  fucceeded  the  keeper  of  the  feals,  and  in  a 
nel-ar'^^'  fp^ech  of  great  length,  infifted  on  the  neceflity  of  directing  the 
principal  attention  of  the  aflembly  to  the  ftate  of  the  finances, 
which  he  allowed  to  be  deranged  ; but  he  at  the  fame  time  re- 
duced the  deficit  to  fifty-fix  millions  of  French  livres,  which  he 
affedted  to  confider  as  a trifle  for  a great  and  opulent  nation. 

\ 

His  harangue,  however,  gave  fatisfadtion  to  no  party ; the 
courtiers  deemed  it  alike  unfavourable  to  their  prejudices  and 
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their  privileges  ; the  third-eftate  was  aftonilhed  that  nothing  was  SECT.  vi. 
faid  of  liberty,  reform,  and  a new  conftitution  ; and  all  were  fur-  1789. 
prifed  that,  in  refpeft  to  the  great  and  important  queftion  of 
deliberation  by  poll,  or  by  chambers,  the  fpeech  of  the  comp- 
troller-general was  dark  and  ambiguous. 

That  very  evening  the  deputies  of  the  commons,  having  Proceedings 
aifembled  by  provinces,  agreed  to  meet  in  the  hall  of  the  ftates,  e^ate! 
and  wait  the  arrival  of  the  two  other  orders,  for  the  purpofe  of 
deliberating  and  verifying  the  returns  of  all  the  members  ; for 
they  knew,  by  the  experience  of  the  preceding  ftates -general,  that 
without  this  their  numbers  would  be  of  no  advantage,  and  their 
miflion  unattended  with  any  beneficial  confequences  to  their 
conftituents.  On  the  next  day  they  repaired  again  to  the  hall,  Difputes  be- 
and  the  other  orders  to  their  particular  chambers,  where  each  oTder”.^^^ 
began  to  verify  its  refpedtive  powers.  This  proceeding  was  not 
fatisfa<ftory  to  the  third-eftate,  the  members  of  which  infifted  that 
the  verification  fhould  take  place  in  common,  and  in  their  hall; 
and  that  until  the  clergy  and  nobles  had  fulfilled  this  ceremony, 
they  were  not  to  be  confidered  as  legal  bodies.  Having  chofen 
the  eldeft  reprefentative  as  prefident,  and  the  youngeft  as  fecre- 
tary,  they  accordingly  difpatched  a deputation  to  the  two  other 
orders,  requefting  their  prefence ; but  the  nobles  proceeded  as 
if  nothing  had  occurred : the  clergy,  however,  fufpended  their 
deliberations. 

At  length,  the  firft  of  thefe  bodies  notified  to  the  com-  [May  is.] 
mons  that  they  were  conftituted ; on  this  the  clergy,  who 
forefaw  the  approaching  ftorm,  propofed  a committee  of  con- 
ciliation, which  was  agreed  to  by  the  commons,  but  the  nobles 
would  not  liften  to  the  propofition  of  a joint  feflion.  The 
third-eftate  then  tranfmitted  a meflTage  * to  the  clergy,  inviting 

• “ Meflieurs  les  deputes  des  communes  invitent  meffieurs  du  clerge,  au  nom  du 
Dieu  de  paix,  & de  I’intcret  national,  a fe  reunir  a eux  dans  la  falle  de  I’aflemblee 
generale,  pour  y opercr  de  concert  I’union  & la  concorde.” 
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them  to  a jundlion  ; and  this  being  fupported  by  the  elo- 
quence of  Target,  one  of  their  members,  produced  fuch  an 
effea,  that  Lecefve,  Ballard,  and  Jallet,  three  parilh  priefts  of 
Poitou,  perfuaded  that  their  powers  ought  to  be  infpeded  in 
common,  repaired  immediately  to  the  national  hall,  and  were 
followed  next  day  by  feveral  others. 

At  length  the  commons,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred 
and  eighty-three,  having  verified  their  powers,  refolved  to 
declare  that  they  were  the.  reprefentatives  of  the  nation ; and 
after  Sieyes,  Mirabeau,  and  feveral  other  members,  had  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  on  this  occafion  by  their  abilities  and  zeal, 
they  accordingly  proclaimed  themfelves  by  this  title,  while  the 
roof  of  their  hall  re-echoed  with  the  found  of  “ Long  live  the 
king  and  the  national  affembly  !”  The  next  ftep  was  to  take  an 
oath  to  difcharge  their  functions  with  fidelity  to  their  con- 
ftituents  ; they  afterwards  eleded  Bailly  prefident  for  four  days, 
while  Camus  and  Pifon  du  Galand  were  nominated  fecretaries 
during  the  fame  period. 

Their  firft  operations  difplayed  great  vigour  and  energy,  for 
they  began  by  proclaiming  all  the  impofts  illegal,  becaufe  they  had 
not  been  confented  to  by  the  nation  ; they,  however,  re-ena£ted 
them  inftantly  in  the  name  of  their  conflituents,  declaring  at 
the  fame  time,  that  they  were  to  ceafe  on  the  very  day  on  which 
the  prefent  affembly  was  diffolved.  They,  moreover,  promifed 
inftantly  to  adopt  meafures,  in  concert  with  his  majefty,  to  fix 
the  principles  of  national  regeneration  : they  alfo  determined  to 
devote  their  attention  to  the  examination  and  confolidation  of  the 
publick  debt ; to  enquire  into  the  caufes  that  had  produced  the 
prefent  fcarcity  ; and  in  the  mean  time  they  placed  the  creditors 
of  the  ftate  from  that  moment  under  the  protedion  of  the  honour 
and  loyalty  of  the  French  nation  Thefe  particulars,  drawn 


“ L’aflemblee  nationale,  confiderant  que  le  premier  ufage  qu’elle  doit  faire 
du  pouvoir  dont  la  nation  recouvre  I’exercife,  fous  I’aufpices  d’un  monarque  qui, 
jugeant  quelle  eft  la  veritable  gloire  des  rois,  a mis  la  fienne  a reconnoitre  les 
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Up  in  the  form  of  an  addrefs,  by  interefting  all  defcriptions  of  men 
in  their  favour,  added  at  once  popularity  to  their  proceedings,  1789. 
and  liability  to  their  power. 

In  the  mean  time  the  two  other  orders  were  divided  and  agi- 

^ of  the  clergy, 

tated  by  a variety  of  contending  paffions.  In  the  chamber  of  nobles, 
the  clergy,  a majority  of  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  voices  had 
decided  againll  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix,  for  an  union  with 
the  commons ; while  in  that  of  the  nobles,  M.  de  Montefquieu 
moved  that  they  Ihould  invite  the  clergy  to  join  them,  and  con- 
llitute  an  upper  houfe.  This  propofition,  however,  was  imme- 
diately rejected,  and  a numerous  and  refpedlable  body  contended 
for  an  union  with  the  third-eftate  ; but  all  further  proceedings 


droits  du  people  Francois,  eft  d’aflurer  pendant  la  duree  de  la  prefente  feftion  la 
force  de  Fadminiftration  publique  ; 

“ Voulant  prevenir  les  difficultes  qui  pourrolent  traverfer  la  perception  & 
Facquit  des  contributions,  difficultes  d’autant  plus  ferieufes  qu’elles  auroient  pour 
bafe  un  principe  conftitutionel  & a jamais  facre,  authentiquement  reconnu  par  le 
roi,  Sc  folemnellement  proclame  par  toutes  les  alTemblees  de  la  nation,  principe  qui 
interdit  toutes  levees  de  deniers  & de  contributions  dans  le  royaume  fans  le  confen- 
timent  formel  des  reprefentans  de  la  nation  j 

V Confiderant  qu’en  effet  les  contributions,  telles  qu’elles  fe  pergoivent  a£luelle- 
ment  dans  le  royaume,  n’ayant  point  ete  confenties  par  la  nation,  font  toutes 
illegales,  & par  confequent  nulles  dans  leur  creation,  extenfion,  ou  prorogation  : 

“ Declare,  confentir  provifoirement  pour  la  nation,  que  les  impots  & contri- 
butions, quoiqu’illegalement  etablis  & per9us,  continuent  d’etre  leves  de  la  meme 
maniere  qu’ils  Font  ete  precedemment,  & jufqu’au  jour  feulement  de  la  premiere 
feperation  de  cette  aflemblee,  de  quelque  caufe  qu’elle  puilTe  prevenir ; 

“ Pafle  lequel  jour,  FalTemblee  nationale  entend  & decrete  que  toutes  les  levees 
d’impots  &c.  cefler  ont  entierement. 

“ L’alTemblee  s’emprefle  auffi  de  declarer,  qu’auffi-tot  qu’elle  aura,  de  concert 
avec  fa  majefte,  fixe  les  principes  de  la  regeneration  nationale,  elle  s’occupera  de 
Fexamen  & de  la  confolidation  de  la  dette  publique,  mettant  des  a prefent  les 
creanciers  de  Fetat  fous  la  garde  de  I’honneur  & de  la  loyaute  de  la  nation  Fran- 
9oife. 

“ Enfin,  &c.” 
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and  king. 
[June  20. j 


SECT.  VI.  were  prevented  in  confequence  of  an  extraordinary  ftep  on  the 
i7sy.  part  of  the  king. 

_ His  majefty  having  repaired  to  Marly  for  eight  days,  feveral 
of  the  grandees  took  advantage  of  the  abfence  of  the  comptroller- 
general,  to  produce  an  entire  change  on  the  royal  mind.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  deputies  of  the  commons  were  repairing  to 
their  hall,  where  they  were  to  have  been  joined  by  a large 
portion  of  the  clergy,  a proclamation,  read  by  the  heralds  at 
arms,  intimated  that  the  debates  of  the  aflembly  were  fufpended, 
and  that  the  king  intended  on  the  2 2d  to  hold  a royal  fejjion. 
This  muft  be  allowed  to  have  been  an  unufual,  as  well  per- 
haps as  an  unconftitutional  alTumption  on  the  part  of  the  exe- 
cutive power ; and  being  wholly  unprecedented  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  Hates -general,  it  led  to  the  moft  difaftrous  confequences. 

M.  Bailly,  on  repairing  to  the  national  hall,  found  the 
doors  fhut  and  guarded  by  foldiers : on  this,  he  fent  for  the 
count  de  Vaffan,  who  was  the  officer  on  duty,  and  who  faid 
“ that  he  had  received  pofitive  orders  not  to  permit  any  one  to 
enter.”  “ I proteft  againft  fuch  orders !”  exclaimed  the  pre- 
fident ; “ and  I will  give  an  account  of  your  condud:  to  the 
affiembly.”  Some  of  the  members  propofed  to  repair  to  the 
terrace  of  Marly,  and  invite  the  king  to  join  them  ; but  by  this 
time  M.  Bailly,  accompanied  by  the  fecretaries  and  a few  depu- 
ties, was  feated  in  the  Tennis-court  * of  Verfailles,  and  fent  an 
invitation  to  all  the  reprefentatives  to  repair  thither.  The 
people,  eledrified  by  the  condud  of  their  deputies,  in  their 
turn  excited  new  zeal  by  their  plaudits ; fome  of  the  foldiery, 
partaking  of  the  general  enthufiafm,  formed  a guard  of  honour 
at  the  entrance  j*,  while  one  of  the  members,  who  had  been  con- 
fined to  his  bed,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  carried  into  the  hall.  Nor 


National  af- 
fetnbly  meets 
in  a tennis- 
court. 


* This  building  Is  fituate  rue  de  Vieux  Verfailles. 
f Precis  de  la  Revolution  Fran,  par  Rabaut  de  Saint-Etienne. 
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was  the  conduct  of  the  aflembly  unworthy  the  occafion ; for^  as  SECT.  vi. 
if  actuated  by  one  general  impulfe,  all  the  deputies  arofe  and 
took  an  oath  never  to  feparate  until  the  conftitution  fhould  be  Oath, 
formed,  and  the  regeneration  of  France  completed.  So  odious 
was  the  condudt  of  the  court,  that  Mounier  one  of  the  moft 
moderate  men  in  the  alTembly,  fuggefted  this  meafure ; that  one 
deputy  f only  objected  to  the  proceedings ; and  that  upwards  of 
fix  hundred,  after  walking  through  a torrent  of  rain,  folemnly 
pledged  themfelves  to  each  other  and  to  the  nation,  to  fave  their 
country,  and  to  refill  every  effort  that  might  be  made  by  tyranny 
to  dilfolve  them. 

The  heralds  having  prorogued  the  royal  felfion  to  the  23d  of 
June,  to  give  time  for  the  removal  of  the  galleries  deftined  for 
the  fpediators,  the  third-ellate  prefented  the  extraordinary  fpec- 
tacle  of  the  reprefentatives  of  a nation  wandering  from  llreet  to 
llreet  in  fearch  of  a proper  place  to  alfemble  in.  The  Tennis- 
court,  the  fcene  of  their  deliberations  on  the  preceding  day,  was 
completely  filled  with  fpe£tators : they  were  once  more  repulfed 
with  rudenefs  from  their  own  hall ; and  the  church  of  the 
Recollets  was  found  inconvenient.  At  length  they  took  refuge  Junflion  of 
in  that  of  St.  Louis  ; and  on  the  2 2d  of  June,  at  two  o’clock  inoAhl^der^. 
the  afternoon,  their  numbers  were  augmented  by  one  hundred 
and  forty-nine  deputies  of  the  clergy,  with  the  archbilhop  of 


* Mounier  has  fince  aflerted,  that  his  reafon  for  propofing  this  oath,  proceeded 
from  a wifli  to  prevent  what  he  confidered  as  a greater  evil — the  adjournment  of 
the  ftates-general  to  Paris.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  at  the  period  alluded  to, 
he  profefled  himfelf  a friend  of  reforniy  and  was  then  as  much  dilTatisfied  at  the 
meafures  of  the  court,  as  he  was  afterwards  difpleafed  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  aflembly.  It  cannot  indeed  be  denied,  that  on  this  and  many  other 
occafions  the  ftates-general  were  exprefsly  driven  to  meafures  of  hoftility  for  their 
own  defence. 

f The  foie  diflentient  vote  was  given  by  M.  Martin,  deputy  from  Caftelnaudarij 
and  as  he  perfifted  in  his  oppofition,  a minute  was  made  of  this  circumftance  in 
the  journals,  as  a proof  the  liberty  of  opinions. 
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Vienne  and  the  bifhop  of  Chartres  at  their  head.  They  were 
17S9.  alfo  joined  by  the  marquis  of  Blacon,  and  the  count  d’Augoult, 
two  of  the  nobility  of  Dauphine,  a province  which  had  long 
evinced  its  love  for  liberty,  and  never  defpaired  of  the  publick 
caufe,  while  it  was  confided  to  the  care  of  virtuous  men. 

[June  23.]  appointed,  the  three  orders  were  aflembled  by 

Ro^’al  feflion,  , , . , ■' 

the  king  s command,  and  the  court  appeared  with  more  than 
ufual  fplendour : but  the  eyes  qC  the  deputies  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  dazzled  by  this  difplay  of  grandeur ; neither  were 
their  minds  terrified  by  the  numerous  detachments  by  which 
they  were  furrounded  ; nor  their  pride  mortified  by  entering,  as 
before,  at  a back  door,  and  being  expofed  to  the  rain,  while  the 
two  privileged  orders  were  permitted  to  feat  themfelves  at  their 
eafe  in  the  chief  places  which  had  been  exclufively  afligned  to 
them.  The  fpeech  which  the  king  was  advifed  to  deliver  on 
this  occafion,  was  not  in  the  leaft  calculated  to  give  fatisfadfion 
to  the  nation.  After  lamenting  the  difputes  that  had  taken  place, 
his  majefty  infifted  on  maintaining  the  diftindtion  of  orders,  and 
annulling  the  celebrated  decree,  by  which  the  commons  had 
declared  themfelves  the  national  alTembly.  He,  at  the  fame 
time,  alluded  to  the  benefits  which  he  was  preparing  to  confer 
on  his  people  ; but  nothing  pofitive  was  faid  relative  to  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs,  or  the  participation  of  the  ftates-general  in 
the  enadtion  of  laws : on  the  other  hand,  he  hinted  at  the 
retention  of  the  moft  unpopular  of  all  the  prerogatives  claimed 
by  the  crown — that  of  lettres  de  cachet — 'fubjedt,  however, 
to  certain  reftridlions ; and  the  continuance  of  the  tyrannical 
privileges  arifing  out  of  the  feudal  incidents,  the  moft  cruel  of 
all  the  reftraints  to  which  any  nation  can  be  fubjedted. 

Having  thus  decided  as  to  the  organifation  of  th6  ftates- 
general  ; exhibited  the  extent  of  his  inclinations  in  refpedt  to 
thofe  reforms,  which  he  appeared  to  confider  as  favours ; and 
aded  in  the  prefence  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  with 
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the  fame  inconfiderate  haughtinefs,  as  if  he  had  prefided  at  a SECT.  vi. 
parliamentary  bed  of  juftice,  or  a meeting  of  the  notables ; 1789, 

Louis  withdrew,  having  previoufly  commanded  the  deputies  to 
break  up  immediately,  and  repair  on  the  following  day  to  their 
refpedtive  chambers. 

Hi  s maiefty  was  immediately  followed  by  the  nobles  and  the  Firmnefsof 

^ • 1 • 1 r aflembly. 

minority  of  the  clergy ; but  the  commons  remained  motionlels ; 
while  the  workmen,  who  had'^received  orders  to  take  down  the 
throne,  and  the  other  decorations,  being  appalled  by  their  pre- 
fence, defifted  from  their  labours.  Amidft  the  awful  filence  that 
enfued,  M.  de  Breze,  grand-mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  approached, 
and  intimated  the  king’s  orders  to  retire  * ; but  he  in  his  turn 
was  ftruck  with  awe,  and  withdrew,  after  receiving  a fevere 
rebuke  from  the  count  de  Mirabeau,  who  already  began  to  dif- 
tinguifh  himfelf  by  the  ftrength  and  promptitude  of  his  elo- 
quence. 

Camus,  Barnave,  Gregoire,  and  Petion,  names  intimately 
connefted  with  fubfequent  events,  inveighed  loudly  againft  the 
aggreffion  committed  on  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  3 Sieyes, 
at  the  fame  time,  delivered  his  opinion  with  epigrammatick 
fententioufnefs  f ; and  it  was  inftantly  and  unanimoufly  decreed — 

“ that  they  perfifted  in  their  former  refolutions.” 

No  fooner  had  this  been  voted,  than,  on  the  fuggeftion  of 
Mirabeau,  the  perfons  of  the  deputies  were  declared  facred  and 


* “ Meffieurs,  vous  connoiflez  les  intentions  du  roi  !”  “ Oui,  Monfieur,”  lui 

repond  M.  de  Mirabeau,  “ nous  avons  entendu  les  intentions  qu’on  a fuggerees  au 
roi ; & vous,  qui  ne  fauriez  etre  fon  organe  aupres  des  etats-generaux,  vous  qui 
n’avez  ici  ni  place,  ni  voix,  ni  droit  de  parler,  vous  n’etes  fait  pour  nous  rapeler 
fon  discours.  Cependant,  pour  eviter  toute  equivoque  & tout  delai,  je  declare 
que  fi  Ton  vous  a charge  de  nous  faire  fortir  d’ici,  vous  devez  demander  des  ordres 
pour  employer  la  force,  car  nous  ne  quitterons  nos  places  que  par  la  puilTance  de 
la  bayonette.” 

t “ Meffieurs  ! vous  etes  aujourd’hui  ce  que  vous  etiez  hier.” 
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inviolable,  by  a great  and  decided  majority  of  four  hundred  and 
1789.  ninety -three  to  thirty-four. 

The  triumph  of  the  commons  was  now  fo  complete,  that 
forty-feven  of  the  nobles,  headed  by  the  duke  of  Orleans,  firft 
prince  of  the  blood,  repaired  to  the  hall  of  the  ftates  ; and  on 
the  27th,  the  minority  of  the  clergy,  and  the  majority  of  the 
nobles,  at  the  exprefs  recommendation  of  the  king,  followed 
their  example,  only  four  days  fubfequent  to  the  royal  fpeech, 
which  had  prohibited  this  very  junction.  No  fooner  were  the 
people  of  Verfailles  made  acquainted  with  this  memorable  event, 
than  they  repaired  to  the  palace,  and  faluted  the  royal  family  with 
the  moft  grateful  aeclamations : they  then  repaired  to  the  houfe 
of  M.  Necker,  who  had  not  been  prefent  at  the  royal  feflion, 
and  hailed  him  as  the  tutelar  divinity  of  the  empire.  A general 
illumination  clofed  the  evening. 

In  the  mean  time,  notwithftanding  all  thefe ' appearances  of 
joy,  the  moft  violent  counfels  were  recurred  to  by  his  majefty’s 
fecret  advifers ; and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  firft  a<3:  of  per- 
fidy was  plotted  on  the  part  of  the  court.  Orders  had  been  for 
fome  time  iffued  to  colledl;  a large  body  of  troops ; and  as  the 
French  foldiery  could  not  now  be  depended  on,  foreigners  were 
preferred  to  the  national  regiments.  Thirty-five  thoufand  men 
were  already  cantoned  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital ; 
twenty  thoufand  more  were  expe<fted ; a formidable  train  of 
artillery  was  provided  at  a prodigious  expence  ; camps  began  to 
be  traced  out ; the  commanding  eminences  were  crowned  with 
batteries  ; the  roads  and  bridges  occupied  by  military  pofts  ; and 
the  marfhal  de  Broglio,  who  had  acquired  great  reputation  by 
his  exploits  againft  the  enemies  of  his  country,  and  had  become 
grey  under  arms,  was  nominated  to  the  chief  command*. 

* Dumouriez,  although  at  that  period  in  Normandy,  was  made  acquainted  with 
the  intentions  of  government : he  difapproved,  however,  of  the  military  meafurcs, 
and  actually  tranfmitted  his  own  plan  to  the  court. 


Confpiracy 
againft  the 
aflembly. 


“ The 
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The  capital,  ever  jealous  of  the  court,  and  alarmed  at  thefe  SECT.  vr. 
formidable  preparations,  was  now  agitated  to  an  extraordinary  1789. 
degree.  A little  before  the  afiembling  of  the  flates-general,  fome 
commotions  had  taken  place  there,  and  a paper  manufactory 
belonging  to  an  ingenious  tradefman  of  the  name  of  Reveillon, 
falfely  accufed  of  ftarving  his  workmen,  was  plundered.  The 
whole  odium  of  the  tumult,  faid  to  have  originated  in  the  perfidy 
of  the  abbe  Roy,  one  of  the  royal  cenfors,  and  fecretary  to  the 
count  d’ Artois,  fell  entirely  on  the  court,  notwithftanding  the 
indemnification  prefented  by  his  majefty  to  the  fufierer,  at  the 


“ The  marlhal  de  Broglio,”  fays  he,  “ had  crowded  his  Infantry  into  three  or 
four  little  camps,  very  near  the  city  ; his  cavalry  occupied  the  two  plains  of 
Crenelle  and  St.  Denys  ; and  his  heavy  artillery  had  already  arrived  in  the  latter 
place.  I'le  had  only  thrown  a garrifon  of  fifty  Swifs  into  the  Baftille. 

“ Dumourlez  inftantly  told  his  friend,  that  if  they  perfevered  In  maintaining  fo 
abfurd  and  unmilitary  a pofition,  they  would  moll  afluredly  be  beaten  j that  the 
defection  of  the  French  guards  ought  to  ferve  as  an  example  of  the  folly  of  placing 
the  troops  fo  near  the  women  of  the  town,  the  feduClion  of  good  cheer,  and  the 
blandifliments  of  the  Palais-royal.  He  befought  him  immediately  to  tranfmit  the 
following  difpofition,  and  to  prc'fs  Its  adoption  if  it  were  ftill  in  time  : 

1.  “ To  garrifon  the  Baftille  with  a major-general  and  four  battalions,  who 
ought  to  occupy  the  arfenal  as  far  as  the  river,  and  throw  up  a trench  in  their 
front,  to  feparate  them  from  the  fuburb  St.  Antoine,  and  the  quay. 

2.  “To  poll  five  hundred  men.  with  cannon  in  the  Ille  of  Louviers,  on  purpofe 
to  produce  a crofs-fire  from  the  batteries  there,  at  the  Baftille  and  the  arfenal,  in 
cafe  the  people  fliould  attack  them  by  the  quays. 

3.,  “ I'o  poll  fix  battalions  behind  the  firll  divifion,  with  a corps  of  cavalry  in 
the  peninfula  of  St.  Maur,  occupying  Vincennes,  fo  as  to  fuccour  the  Baftille. 

4.  “ To  withdraw  all  the  little  camps  of  the  Champ  de  Mars,  the  Bois  de  Boulogne, 
and  the  Champs  EHfee,  and  alTemble  them  on  the  heights  of  St.  Cloud,  Sevres,  and 
Meudon,  with  the  river  before  them ; and  to  entrench  another  corps  of  eight  or 
ten  thoufand  men  at  St.  Denys,  continuing  to  occupy  the  two  plains  of  St.  Denys 
and  Crenelle  with  the  cavalry  and  hulTars. 

“ By  thefe  means  Paris  v/ould  have  been  blockaded,  and  the  king  faved  ; for  the 
firll  movement  made  by  Dumourlez,  would  have  been  to  infure  the  perfon  of 
Louis  XVI.” — La  Vie  de  Dumouriez,  1. 1. 
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SECT.  VI.  interceflion  of  the  comptroller-general  of  the  finances.  The 
1789;  foldiers,  on  this  occafion,  had  ad:ed  with  the  moft  fcrupulous 
devotion  to  the  will  of  their  officers,  and  taken  fignal  venge- 
ance on  the  milled  and  frantick  rabble,  by  killing  fuch  as  appeared 
on  the  top  of  the  buildings,  with  ball  cartridges,  and  putting 
all  thofe  found  either  in  the  cellars,  or  the  apartments,  to  death 
with  the  bayonet. 

It  was.  generally  fuppofed  that  the  fecret  advifers  of  the  king 
intended,  by  this  early  inftance  of  military  execution,  to  terrify  the 
Parifians  into  fubmiffion  j but  the  defired  effed;  was  not  produced. 
On  the  contrary,  although  this  event  was  ftill  frefh  in  their 
memory,  the  people  now  affiembled  in  prodigious  multitudes,  in 
the  gardens  of  the  Palais-royal^  and,  dividing  into  groupes, 
were  addrelTed  by  certain  perfons  whom  they  ftyled  “ Orators,” 
with  a degree  of  eloquence  that  did  not  fail  to  pleafe,  and  even 
to  fafcinate.  Thefe  zealoufly  defended  their  own  rights  in  thofe 
of  the  aflembly,  and  were  accuftomed  to  receive  fummaries  of 
its  proceedings  from  Ver failles,  which  they  read  aloud  to  the 
multitude ; contriving  by  thefe  means  to  excite  their  curiofity, 
and  animate  their  zeal.  The  cry  of  liberty  at  length  became 
infedious,  and  extended  even  to  thofe  who  had  hitherto  been 
the  blind  fupporters  of  every  meafure  of  the  court,  and  had 
more  than  once  fhed  the  blood  of  their  fellow-fubjeds  without 
remorfe,  on  the  moft  trifling  provocation. 

Defeaionof  A LARGE  body  of  the  foldiery  becoming  part  of  the  people 
guards!"^*^  themfelves,  in  confequence  of  their  long  refidence  in  and  con- 
nedion  with  the  capital,  began  to  make  a common  caufe  with  its 
inhabitants,  and  difcriminate  between  the  rights  of  men  and  the 
duties  of  foldiers.  Nor  were  other  means  of  fedudion  wanting ; 
they  were  loaded  with  prefents  and  carelTes ; they  were  feafted 
for  whole  days  and  nights  in  the  Palais-royal^  the  refidence  and 
property  of  the  duke  of  Orleans ; and  to  the  delights  of  wine, 
were  added  the  fafcinations  of  gold,  and  the  blandifhments  of 
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women.  Eleven  of  them  having  been  confined  to  the  abbey,  it  sect.  vi. 
was  reported  that  their  foie  offence  confiftcd  in  refufing  to  fire 
on  the  citizens ; on  this  they  were  inflantly  freed  from  their 
bondage  by  the  populace,  and  led  home  in  triumph : but,  on 
mature  deliberation,  they  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  rqconduded 
to  prifon,  and  the  national  affembly  having  interceded  for  their 
pardon,  they  were  releafed  by  his  majcfty’s  command.  Nor  was 
the  defedfion  confined  to  the  military  inhabiting  the  capital  alone ; 
for  although  the  huffars  and  dragoons  had  received  inftrudtions 
to  attack  the  multitude  who  had  forced  the  prifon,  inftead  of 
obeying  the  orders  of  their  fuperiours,  they  laid  down  their 
arms  and  joined  the  infurgents. 

Nevertheless  the  fpirit  of  difaffedion  had  not  as  yet  Foreign  regi- 
extended  further  than  Paris,  and  the  moft  formidable  prepa-  ^^arVer-^^' 
rations  fiill  menaced  the  fpeedy  diflblution  of  the  national 
affembly,  and  even  the  punifhment  of  fome  of  its  members.  The 
life-guards  were  kept  conflantly  mounted  at  Verfailles  ; the  Swifs 
were  alfo  ftationed  around  the  caftle;  while  a body  of  Germans 
was  polled  in  the  Orangery.  The  foreign  regiments  of  Royal- 
Cravate,  Royal-Pologne,  Helmflatt,  Diefback,  Salifamade,  and 
Chateauvieux'  infantry ; the  huffars  of  Bercheny,  Eflerhazy,  the 
royal  dragoons,  the  regiments  of  Provence  and  of  Vintimille, 
with  thofe  of  Befan9on  and  le  Fere,  were  alfo  kept  in  conllant 
readinefs  to  adl.  Such  was  the  formidable  body  of  men 
deflined,  with  others  then  on  their  march,  to  reflore  the  royal 
authority  to  the  plenitude  of  power  almofl  uninterruptedly  enjoyed 
by  the  monarchs  of  France,  ever  fince  the  time  of  Louis  XL 

Nor  was  the  conduit  of  the  king  in  the  leaft  calculated  to 
remove  fufpicion ; for  when  the  deputies,  alarmed  for  their 
fafety,  and  even  for  their  exiflence,  befought  his  majefly  to 
withdraw  the  troops  that  furrounded  them,  he  obferved  in  reply, 
that  he  was  willing  to  remove  the  affembly  to  Noyon  or  Soiffons, 
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^SECr.  VI.  while  he  hlmfeif  would  repair  to  Compeigne : a meafure  which 
1789.  w’ould  have  rendered  their  fituation  ftill  more  precarious  and  in- 
fecure,  by  placing  the  members  between  the  army  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Paris,  and  the  troops  colledted  in  Flanders  and  Alface. 
^'eckcrd  On  the  12th  of  July,  the  day  after  this  very  ambiguous  anfwer 

fecond  time.  had  been  returned,  Necker,  the  only  minifter  on  whom  either 
the  nation  or  its  reprefentatives  had  any  reliance,  being  fuddenly 
deprived  of  his  office,  was  fent  once  more  into  exile  ; and  the 
new  adminiftration  was  faid  to  conlift  of  de  Breteuil,  Foulon, 
la  Galefiere,  la  Porte,  and  the  marffial  de  Broglio  ; all  of  whom 
were  confidered  as  the  decided  advocates  of  the  ancient  defpotifm, 
Conduft  of  While  the  deputies,  incapable  of  making  any  refiftance,  flood 
thePanfidn..  citizens  of  Paris  were  taking  meafures  to  alter  the 

defliny  of  the  affembly,  the  monarch,  and  the  empire.  They 
began  by  carrying  in  triumph  the  bulls  of  Necker  and  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  each  of  whom  had  been,  .at  different  times,  the 
vidlim  of  defpotifm.  Being  attacked  by  a patrole  of  the  Royal 
Allemande,  feveral  perfons  were  wounded,  but  the  latter  was  at 
length  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  Tuilleries,  where  the  prince 
de  Lambefc,  according  to  report,  ftruck  an  old  man  walking 
there  for  his  recreation  : this  little  incident  produced  a prodigious 
effedl  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 

As  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  now  apprehended  that  all 
their  fears  were  about  to  be  realifed,  that  the  national  affembly 
was  intended  to  be  diffolved  by  force,  and  the  chief  city  of  the 
empire  on  the  point  of  being  invaded  by  an  hoflile  army,  the 
conflernation  at  firfl  was  general.  But  it  was  not  fucceeded  by 
a panick  terrour,  the  produce  of  defpair  j on  the  contrary,  a 
degree  of  adlivity  and  energy  enfued,  almoft  incompatible  wdth 
the  habits  of  a luxurious  people,  and  the  fituation  of  an  unarmed 
multitude,  devoted,  in  cafe  they  failed,  to  all  the  horrours  of 
military  execution.  It  was  at  this  critical  period,  that  Gorfas, 
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then  a fclioolmafter,  and  afterwards  a deputy,  with  a ftentorlan  SECT.  VI. 
voice,  continued  to  harangue  a large  body  of  citizens  in  one  1789. 
quarter  ; at  the  fame  time  that  Camille  Defmoulins,  a celebrated 
advocate,  with  a piftol  in  each  hand,  addrelTed  an  eloquent 
oration  to  the  furrounding  multitude  in  another ; and  after 
being  exhaufled  with  fatigue,  and  rendered  unable  to  proceed, 
ftill  contrived  to  articulate  the  words — “ To  arms  ! to  arms  !” 

While  the  women  and  children,  terrified  at  the  firfl;  appear- 
ance of  the  troops,  rent  the  air  with  their  flirieks  and  lamenta- 
tions, the  alarm  bell  was  rung  in  every  parifli ; the  theatres 
were  fhut;  cannon  were  fired  by  way  of  fignal ; fome  of  the 
citizens  barricaded  their  houfes,  and  prepared  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft  the  affailants ; while  the  multitude,  unprovided  with 
any  certain  means  of  annoyance,  rufhed  into  and  feized  all  the 
arms  to  be  found  in  the  fhops  of  the  gun-fmiths  and  armourer?, 
and  then  proceeded  towards  the  town-houfe. 

On  this  critical  occafion,  when  every  thing  depended  on  the 
Condudi:  adopted  by  the  French  guards,  the  marquis  de  Valadi, 
formerly  an  officer  in  that  corps,  repaired  to  the  barracks,  and 
contrived  to  excite  their  paffions,  aroufe  their  ambition,  and 
fubdue  their  fidelity.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening,  they  Skirmlfhes  in 
accordingly  fallied  out,  when  being  joined  by  patroles  of  armed  ^*^*^  ^^^ '^*** 
citizens,  as  well  as  by  a mob,  many  of  whom  carried  torches,  they 
attacked  and  difperfed  a company  of  the  Royal  Allemande.  The 
fugitives  having  retreated  to  the  main  body  of  their  regiment 
ported  in  the  Place  de  Louis  XV,  twelve  hundred  of  the  guards 
repaired  to  the  Palais-royal^  where  they  held  a council  of  war, 
and  at  length  determined,  although  dertitute  both  of  officers  and 
artillery,  to  give  battle  to  the  foreigners.  They  accordingly 
commenced  their  march,  obtained  a complete  vi<rtory,  obliged 
them  to  retreat,  drove  them  before  them  to  the  Boulevardsy  and 
at  length  forced  all  the  regular  troops- to  evacute  Paris,  and  with- 
draw to  Verfailles,  where  they  fpread  difmay  and  conrternation 
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SECT.  VI.  among  the  adherents  of  the  court,  whofe  proje<fls  had  thus  been 
"'“*7789^^  anticipated  and  difconcerted,  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  July 
having  been  the  day  fixed  for  an  attack  on  the  capital. 

While  the  foldiers  were  thus  engaged  in  a conteft  with  each 
other,  an  extraordinary  circumftancc  occurred,  which  tended  not 
a little  to  produce  and  accelerate  the  cataftrophe  that  enfued. 
Twenty  thoufand  men,  of  different  nations,  and  deftitute  alike 
of  bread  and  occupation,  had  been  employed  in  cutting  roads 
over  the  rugged  eminence  called  Montmarte,  and  now  threatened 
to  plunder  the  capital.  A fcarcity  approaching  to  a famine  alfo 
menaced  Paris  at  the  fame  period ; and  in  addition  to  this,  were 
fuperadded  the  horrours  arifing  from  the  vicinity  of  an  hoftile 
Origin  of  the  army.  In  fa6l,  a banditti  had  already  appeared  in  the  fuburbs, 
and  after  burning  the  outlet  called  the  White  Barriers^  began 
to  enter  feveral  houfes.  On  this,  the  neceffity  of  enforcing  a 
projedl  already  fuggefted  by  Mirabeau,  became  indifpenfable  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  opulent  inhabitants : it  was  inftantly  refolved, 
therefore,  without  any  previous  confultation,  to  form  a city  militia ; 
and  the  electors  of  Paris  accordingly  aflembled  the  inhabitants  in 
the  churches  of  the  fixty  diftriils,  in  which  they  had  met  but  four 
months  before  for  the  choice  of  deputies.  The  old  magifirates 
were  immediately  depofed  anci  new  ones  nominated  : the  citizens 
ran  in  crowds  to  inferibe  their  names  as  defenders  of  their  country. 
M.  de  Salle,  on  the  refufal  of  M.  d’Aumont,  was  voted  to  the 
command : permanent  committees  were  eftablifhed ; and  red 
and  blue  ribbands  adopted  as  difl;ind:ive  marks.  Arms  being 
fiill  wanting,  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  men  marched  to  the  ' 
hofpital  of  the  invalids,  feized  on  the  a;-tillery,  and  obtained 
pofleffion  of  about  fifty  thoufand  mufkets,  fabres,  and  pikes, 
which  had  been  concealed  there. 

The  citizens  were  immediately  marfhalled,  and  more  than 
fixty  thoufand  enrolled  and  diftributed  into  companies  : patroles 
were  eftabliflied  in  every  difiridt : the  ferjeants  and  grenadiers  of 


they  obtain 
aims ; 
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the  French  guards  were  appointed  officers : cannon  were  Imme- 
diately  pofted  on  the  Pont-neuf,  the  Pont-royal,  and  in  all  the  1789. 
avenues  leading  to  Verfailles  ; while  the  Place  Dauphine^  admi- 
rably fituate  for  this  purpofe,  was  provided  with  a numerous 
artillery,  and  became  the  head-quarters  of  the  patriotick  army, 
as  it  now  began  to  be  called. 

The  revolution  had  thus  actually  commenced,  yet  the  fpirit 
of  infurredtion  would  have  been  foon  fubdued,  but  for  a bold 
and  audacious  enterprife,  that  difconcerted  the  meafures  of  a 
feeble  court,  and  enabled  an  undifciplined  populace,  with  the  aid 
of  a few  companies  of  regulars,  to  ffiake  the  throne  to  its  foun- 
dations, and  terrify  a king  furrounded  by  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  foldiers,  nearly  one-fourth  of  whom  were  foreigners, 
into  immediate  fubmiffion. 

Some  unknown  individual,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th 
of  July,  after  attracting  the  attention  of  the  citizens,  exclaimed — 

“ Let  us  take  the  Bajiille  /”  The  name  of  this  fortrefs,  which 
recalled  to  the  memory  of  the  people  every  thing  hateful  and 
odious  in  the  ancient  defpotifm,  operated  with  all  the  effed;  of 
electricity.  The  cry  of  “To  the  Baftille  !”  refounded  from  rank 
to  rank,  from  ftreet  to  ftreet,  from  the  Palais-royal  to  the  fuburbs 
of  St.  Antoine.  An  army,  compofed  of  citizens  and  foldiers, 
provided  with  pikes  forged  during  the  night,  with  mufkets 
procured  at  the  Invalids,  with  gilded  lances  and  battle-axes, 
fnatched  from  the  Garde  Meuble^  was  immediately  formed.  The 
French  guards  were  prevailed  upon  to  join  this  motley  crew  ; 
and  the  clofe  order  of  their  march,  their  ffiining  firelocks,  their 
military  appearance,  and  their  cannon,  while  they  exhibited  a 
ftriking  contrail  to  their  party-coloured  allies,  afforded  the  only 
reafonable  hope  of  reducing  a fortrefs,  hitherto  terrible  to  the 
Parifians,  and  which  fince  the  time  of  the  cruel  Louis  XI.  had 
been  accullomed  to  receive  and  to  devour  the  viClims  of  royal 
defpotifm.  Deputations  from  the  Hotel  de  Ville  ; an  alloniffiing 
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crowd  in  motion  from  the  vicinity  ; a body  of  armed  men  in 
1789.  front,  and  troops  marching  to  their  fupport  from  all  parts  of  an 
immenfe  capital ; at  once  ferve  to  puzzle,  perplex,  and  intimidate 
de  Launay  the  governor,  who  fometimes  parleys,  and  fometimes 
fights  with  the  aifailants.  At  length  Louis  Tournay,  formerly 
a private  in  the  regiment  of  Dauphine,  fcrambled  over  the  guard- 
houfe,  and  by  means  of  an  hatchet  forced  the  firft  draw-bridge. 
Others,  at  the  fame  time,  broke  open  the  outer  gate  and  entered 
the  court ; but  being  driven  out  by  the  fire  of  the  garrifon, 
feveral  were  killed  on  the  fpot.  On  this  the  affailants,  becoming 
furious,  brought  up  three  waggons  loaded  with  ftraw,  fet  fire  to 
them,  and  by  their  means  to  the  outworks.  At  that  critical 
period  arrived  a detachment  of  the  grenadiers  of  Ruffeville,  and 
fufileers  of  Luberfac,  commanded  by  two  non-commiflioned 
officers;  Wargnier,  ferjeant-major ; and  Labarthe,  feijeant  of 
grenadiers  : thefe  were  followed  by  a numerous  body  of  burghers, 
under  the  command  of  a citizen  of  the  name  of  Hulin,  who  had 
prevailed  upon  the  French  guards  to  march  to  the  affiflance  of  the 
multitude. 

No  fooner  had  this  reinforcement  made  its  appearance,  than  it 
was  joined  by  fome  of  the  invalids  : two  four-pounders,  a mortar, 
and  a cannon  plated  with  filver,  which  was  found  in  the  Garde 
Meubie^  form  a battery  in  front ; another  was  confi;rud;ed  at  the 
paffageof  LesDiguieres;  athird  at  the  poftern, which  communicates 
and  take  the  with  the  garden  of  the  arfenal : the  gates  were  at  length  forced, 
the  befiegers  enter,  and  a caftle  is  taken  by  florm  in  lefs  than 
four  hours,  which  had  menaced  France  for  nearly  as  many  ages ; 
and  which  an  army,  headed  by  the  great  Conde,  had  formerly 
befieged  in  vain  during  three-and-twenty  days  ! 

De  Launay,  whole  name  had  been  long  odious  to  the  Pa- 
rifians,  was  put  to  death  in  his  way  to  the  town-houfe ; M.  de 
Lofme,  the  major,  a man  of  great  humanity,  unhappily  ex- 
perienced a fimilar  fate  ; Requart,  a fubaltcrn  officer,  who  had 
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prevented  the  governor  from  fetting  fire  to  the  powder  magazine,  sect.  vi. 
was  alfo  killed  ; and  the  whole  garrifon  would  perhaps  have  been  ^**^^^'**^ 
facrificed  by  an  enraged  populace,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
generous  intervention  of  the  French  guards,  who  petitioned  for, 
and  obtained  mercy. 

In  the  mean  time,  de  Fleflelles,  the  provofi;  of  the  merchants,  Fury  of  the 
having  been  accufed  of  a confpiracy,  efcaped  from  the  Flotel  de 
Ville,  but  was  fhot  in  the  Place  de  Greve,  and  his  head  carried 
about  in  proceffion  with  that  of  the  governor  of  the  Baftille  ; — a 
horrid  kind  of  fpecftacle,  which  at  length  accuftomed  the  people 
to  the  fpilling  of  human  blood,  let  loofe  all  the  furies  of  venge- 
ance and  profcription,  and  tended  not  a little  to  taniifli  the 
glories  of  this  memorable  day  ! 

During  thefe  proceedings,  the  aflembly,  after  having  in  vain 
petitioned  the  king  for  the  removal  of  the  troops,  and  declared  the 
new  minifiers  refponfible  for  all  the  difafters  that  might  enfue, 
proclaimed  that  M.  Necker  carried  along  with  him  the  regret  and 
efteem  of  the  nation,  and  remained  for  two  days  and  two  nights 
without  adjournment.  At  length  the  joyful  intelligence  ar- 
rived of  the  warlike  attitude  of  the  Parifians,  the  capture  of  the 
Baftille,  and  the  preparations  for  forming  a ftrong  and  powerful 
army  within  the  walls  of  the  city.  Thefe  events,  which  had 
been  carefully  concealed  from  the  unfortunate  but  weak  and 
credulous  monarch,  although  they  occurred  at  feven  in  the 
afternoon,  were  firft  communicated  to  him  by  the  duke  de 
Liancourtj  who  repaired  to  his  chamber  at  midnight,  and  made 
him  acquainted  with  the  fituation  of  the  capital  ! 

On  the  fucceeding  morning  his  majefty  repaired  to  the  af-  Foreign 

troops  or- 

fembly,  and  intimated  that  he  had  given  orders  for  the  retreat  of  dered  to 
the  troops ; on  this  a deputation  of  eighty-four  members  was 
fent  to  communicate  the  intelligence  to  the  citizens,  who  now 
eledted  M.  Bailly  mayor  of  Paris,  and  intruded  the  command  of 
the  national  guards  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 
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SECT.  VL  The  Baftille  was  immediately  devoted  to  deftrudion : the 
unhappy  prifoners  * were  releafed } fome  were  carried  through 
the  principal  ftreets  in  triumph ; the  inftruments  of  torture  were 
dragged  from  the  dungeons  and  expofed  to  day,  and  the  deftiny 
of  the  monarch  and  the  monarchy  feemed  to  be  already  decided. 


SECTION  VII. 


SECT.  Vir.  THE  fate  of  the  Baftille,  fo  important  in  other  refpeds,  involved 

in  it  that  of  a prince  of  the  blood,  and  a number  of  the  nobility, 

Terrour  of  hitherto  invariably  attached  to  the  royal  family  and  caufe.  Par- 
the  courtiers.  . . . . , 

ticipatmg  in  the  preparations  that  had  been  made  to  reduce  Paris, 


* Here  follows  a lift  of  the  prifoners  : 

1.  Tavernier,  5.  De  Whyte,  fuppofed  to  be  an  Englifliman, 

2.  Pujade,  6.  La  Caurege, 

3.  La  Roche,  and 

The  count  de  Solages,  7.  Bechade. 

The  mildnefs  of  the  government  has  been  inferred  from  the  fmall  number  of 
unhappy  perfons  liberated  on  this  occafion  ; but  it  ought  to  be  recolletled,  that  the 
amiable  and  virtuous  hlalefherbes  had  but  a little  before  folicited  and  obtained  a 
commiftion  for  releafmg  fuch  as  were  the  victims  of  defpotifm  ; and  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Baftille,  the  minifters  were  accuftomed  to  commit  thofe  w'hom  they 
either  feared  or  fufpedbed,  to  Pierre-en-Cife,  the  caftles  of  Ham  and  Joux,  the  ifles 
of  St.  Marguerite,  the  maifons  de  force  of  Chateau-Thierry,  Rouen,  Mont  St. 
Michel,  Charenton,  &c. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  alfo  to  remind  fuch  as  are  friendly  to  a fyftem  of  fecret  im- 
prifoiiment  in  this  country,  on  account  of  political  opinions,  or  delinquencies  (a 
recent  cuftom  in  exprefs  oppofition  to  the  mild  fpirit  of  the  Englifti  laws),  that  it 
appears  clearly  from  the  annals  of  the  Baftille,  that  infanity  or  idiotifm  generally 
enfued  ; of  the  feven  prifoners  enumerated  above,  tw'o  were  actually  fent  to  a mad- 
houfe. 
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and  either  intimidate  or  dilToIve  the  aflembly,  they  learned  v^^ith  SECT.  vil. 
equal  indignation  and  furprife,  that  the  fable  of  the  ancients 
had  been  realifed,  and  an  immenfe  military  force,  completely 
arme;l,  accoutred  and  equipped,  had  arifen  in  the  courfe  of  a 
fingle  night  out  of  the  earth,  and  was  crying  aloud  for  venge- 
ance. The  troops,  on  whofe  fidelity  the  authority  of  the  mo- 
narchy was  founded,  were  beheld  by  them  in  a ftate  of  mutiny ; 
even  the  foreign  mercenaries,  alarmed  at  their  ov/n  critical 
fituation,  were  afraid  to  engage  in  the  horrours  of  a civil  war, 
during  which  they  could  not  exped;  quarter. 

They  alfo  confidered  themfelves  as  abandoned  by  the  king, 
who  had  now  adopted  the  patriotick  cockade  in  confequence  of 
a vifit  to  the  capital,  and  with  whofe  timidity  and  irrefolution 
they  were  but  too  well  acquainted ; nothing,  in  fnort,  but  a 
fpeedy  flight  feemed  calculated  to  fave  them  from  immediate 
deftrudion.  The  count  d’ Artois,  the  prefumptive  heir  of  the  Emigration 
throne,  having  been  informed  that  a price  was  fet  upon  his  head 
by  the  Parifians,  efcaped  with  his  two  fons  during  the  night,  and 
deemed  himfelf  fortunate  in  having  eluded  the  vengeance  of  his 
countrymen.  The  marfhal  de  Broglio,  whofe  name  had  been 
once  dear  to  his  country,  retreated  with  part  of  his  army,  now 
on  its  march  to  the  frontiers,  and  every- where  alTailed  with 
ftones  and  menaces  by  the  people  ; under  its  protedion  he  at 
length  found  refuge  in  the  dominions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

Breteuil,  who  had  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  queen,  and  oc- 
cupied a high  fituation  in  the  government,  betook  himfelf  alfo  to 
flight.  The  princes  of  Conde  and  Conti,  as  well  as  the  dukes 
de  Luxemburgh  and  Vauguion,  quickly  followed  ; and  thefe  were 
fpeedily  fucceeded  by  the  abbes  de  Calonne  and  Maury,  Cazales, 
and  d’Epremefnil,  the  three  lafl;  of  whom  were  flopped,  and 
obliged  to  return. 

It  was  in  vain  that  Foulon,  an  unpopular  contrador,  made  ufe  of 
a ftratagem,  and  had  recourfe  even  to  a fuppofititious  burial,  with 
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SECT.  VII.  a view  of  concealing  himfelf : the  place  of  his  retreat  was  dif- 

covered  by  his  own  tenants,  by  whom  he  was  hated,  and  he  was 

conducted  to  Paris  with  his  neck  furrounded  by  a collar  of  nettles, 

a bunch  of  thiftles  ftuck  in  his  bofom  by  way  of  nofegay,  and  a 

trufs  of  hay  faftened  to  his  back.  Notwithftanding  the  prayers 

and  intreaties  of  Bailly  and  la  Fayette,  he  was  put  to  death  by  a 

frantick  mob,  while  his  fon-in-law,  Berthier,  is  faid  to  have  fallen  a 

facrifice  to  the  vengeance  of  an  exafperated  individual.  The  duchefs 

de  Polignac,  who  had  long  enjoyed  the  queen’s  confidence,  dif- 

' guifing  herfelf  like  a chambermaid,  after  experiencing  a variety 

of  obftacles,  at  length  found  herfelf  fafe  at  Bafle,  and  was  the  firfl; 

to  announce  to  M.  Necker,  whom  {he  met  there,  the  changes 

that  had  taken  place  in  France.  She  alfo  informed  the  exiled 

minifter,  that  couriers  had  been  difpatched  with  letters  from  the 

Necker  is  re-  national  alTembly  and  the  king,  inviting  him  to  return.  He  ac- 
csllcd*  • • 

cordingly  fet  out  on  his  journey,  which  feemed  to  be  a continual 
triumph,  and  was  lucky  enough  to  preferve  the  life  of  M.  de 
Bezenval,  commander  of  the  Swifs  troops,  who  was  expofed 
to  the  fury  of  the  Parifians,  in  confequence  of  an  intercepted 
letter,  in  which  he  had  iifued  orders  to  de  Launay  to  defend 
the  Baftille  to  the  laft  extremity. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  the  aifembly  was  yet  uncertain  of  its. 
own  fate,  and  that  of  the  nation,  it  had  determined,  in  cafe  of  the 
worft,  to  leave  behind  it  a monument  of  its  patriotifm  and  zeal. 
The  following  celebrated  Declaration  of  Rights”  was  accord- 
ingly voted,  after  three  different  plans  had  been  fubmitted  by  la 
Fayette,  Mounier,  and  Sieyes,  and  at  length  obtained  the  fandlion 
of  the  king : 

The  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  France,  formed  into  a 
national  aifembly,  confidering  that, ignorance,  negledt,  or  contempt 
of  human  rights,  are  the  foie  caufes  of  publick  misfortunes,  and 
the  corruptions  of  government,  have  refolved  to  fet  forth  in  a 
folemn  declaration,  thefe  natural,  imprefcriptible,  and  inalienable 
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rights ; that  this  declaration  being  conftantly  prcfcnt  to  the  minds  SECT.  vir. 
of  the  members  of  the  focial  body,  they  may  be  ever  kept  at-  1789. 
tentive  to  their  rights  and  their  duties ; that  the  adts  of  the 
legiflative  and  executive  powers  of  government,  thus  rendered 
capable  of  being  every  moment  compared  with  the  end  of  po^ 
litical  inftitutions,  may  be  more  refpedied ; and  alfo,  that  the 
future  claims  of  the  citizens,  being  directed  by  fimple  and  incon- 
teftible  principles,  may  always  tend  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
conftitution,  and  the  general  happinefs ; 

For  thefe  reafons  the  national  aflembly  doth  recognife  and  >■ 

declare,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  Vv^ith  the  hope 
of  his  bleffing  and  favour,  the  following  facred  rights  of  men  and 
of  citizens  : 

I.  Men  were  bom,  and  always  continue,  free,  and  equal  in 
refpedl  to  their  rights  ; civil  diftindlions,  therefore,  can  be  only 
founded  on  publick  utility. 

II.  The  end  of  all  political  alTociations  is  the  prefervation  of 
the  natural  and  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man  ; and  thefe  rights 
are  liberty,  property,  fecurity,  and  the  refiftance  of  opprelTion. 

III.  The  nation  is  eifentially  the  fource  of  all  fovereignty ; 
nor  can  any  individual,  or  any  body  of  men,  be  entitled  to  any 
authority  which  is  not  exprefsly  derived  from  it. 

IV.  Political  liberty  confifts  in  the  power  of  doing  what- 
ever doth  not  injure  another.  The  exercife  of  the  natural  rights 
of  every  man,  has  no  other  limits  than  thofe  which  are  necelTary 
to  fecure  to  every  other  man  the  free  exercife  of  the  fame  rights ; 
and  thefe  limits  are  determinable  alone  by  the  law. 

V.  The  law  ought  only  to  prohibit  actions  hurtful  to  fociety. 

What  is  not  prohibited  by  the  law  Ihould  not  be  hindered ; nor 
fhould  any  one  be  compelled  to  that  which  the  law  does  not 
require. 

VI.  The  law  is  an  expreffion  of  the  will  of  the  community. 

All  citizens  have  a right  to  concur,  either  perfonally  or  by  their 
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SECT.  VII.  reprefentatives,  in  its  formation.  It  fhould  be  the  fame  to  all, 
1789.  whether  it  proteds  or  punifhes  ; and  all  being  equal  in  its  fight, 
are  equally  eligible  to  honours,  places,  and  employments,  ac- 
cording to  their  dilferent  abilities,  without  any  other  diftindion 
than  that  created  by  their  virtues  and  talents. 

VII.  No  man  fhould  be  accufed,  arrefted,  or  held  in  confine- 
ment, except  in  cafes  determined  by  the  law,  and  according  to 
the  forms  which  it  has  prefcribed.  All  who  promote,  folicit, 
execute,  or  caufe  to  be  executed,  arbitrary  orders,  ought  to  be 
punifhed  : and  every  citizen  called  upon  or  apprehended  by  virtue 
of  the  law,  ought  immediately  to  obey,  and  he  renders  himfelf 
culpable  by  refiftance. 

VIII.  The  law  ought  to  impofe  no  other  penalties  than  fuch 
as  are  abfolutely  and  evidently  necelfary ; and  no  one  ought  to 
be  punifhed  but  in  virtue  of  a law  promulgated  before  the  offence, 
and  legally  applied. 

IX.  Every  man  being  prefumed  innocent  until  he  has  been 
convidlcd,  whenever  his  detention  becomes  indifpenfable,  all 
rigour  to  him,  more  than  is  neceffary  to  fecure  his  perfon,  ought 
to  be  provided  againft  by  the  law. 

X.  No  man  ought  to  be  molefted  on  account  of  his  opinions, 
not  even  on  account  of  his  religious  opinions,  provided  his 
avowal  of  them  does  not  difturb  the  publick  order  eftablifhed  by 
the  law. 

XI.  The  unreftrained  communication  of  thoughts  and  opinions 
being  one  of  the  moft  precious  rights  of  man,  every  citizen  may 
fpeak,  write,  and  publifh  freely,  provided  he  is  refponfible  for  the 
abufe  of  his  liberty  in  cafes  determined  by  the  law. 

XII.  A PUBLICK  force  being  neceffary  to  give  fecurity  to  the 
'rights  of  men  and  citizens,  that  force  is  inftituted  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community,  and  not  for  the  particular  benefit  of  the 
perfons  to  whom  it  is  intruded. 

XIII.  A COMMON  contribution  being  neceffary  for  the  fupport 
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of  the  publick  force,  and  for  defraying  the  other  expences  of  go-  SECT,  vii 
vernment,  it  ought  to  be  divided  equally  among  the  members  of  1789. 
the  community,  according  to  their  abilities. 

XIV.  Every  citizen  has  a right,  either  by  himfelf  or  his  re- 
prefentative,  to  a free  voice  in  determining  the  neceffity  of 
publick  contributions,  the  appropriation  of  them,  and  their 
amount,  mode  of  alfelfment,  and  duration. 

XV.  Every  community  has  a right  to  demand  of  all  its  agents 
an  account  of  their  condudl. 

XVI.  Every  community  in  which  a feparation  of  powers  and 
a fecurity  of  rights  is  not  provided  for,  wants  a conftitution. 

XVII.  The  right  to  property  being  inviolable  and  facred,  no 
one  ought  to  be  deprived  of  it,  except  in  cafes  of  evident  publick 
neceflity,  legally  afcertained,  and  on  condition  of  a previous  juft 
indemnity. 

The  attention  of  the  affembly  was  now  fuddenly  diverted  Diftra>.^ed 
from  the  formation  of  a conftitutional  code,  to  the  unhappy  France, 
fttuation  of  the  empire  in  confequence  of  the  anarchy  that  fuc- 
ceeded  the  extin<ftion  of  the  ancient  defpotifm,  and  for  which  it 
was  found  difficult  to  adminifter  any  immediate  or  effedlual 
relief.  It  is  truly  lamentable,  that  among  the  many  ills  origi- 
nating from,  or  inherent  in  flavery,  it  renders  its  vidlims  long 
unfit  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  very  bleffings  they  have  panted 
after ; and  that  the  enfranchifed  bondman,  like  the  miferable 
prifoner  long  immured  in  a gloomy  dungeon,  is  utterly  unable  at 
firft  to  enjoy  the  genial  light  of  liberty.  We  accordingly  find, 
that  the  vaffalage  of  feveral  centuries  had  fteeled  the  hearts  of  a ' 
great  portion  of  the  nation  to  humanity,  and  inftead  of  deriving 
happinefs  from  the  tranfition,  many  dreamed  only  of  avenging 
the  wrongs  of  ages  in  the  blood  of  their  oppreffors,  and  obtaining 
that  wealth  from  plunder,  of  which  they  had  hitherto  been  de- 
prived the  chance  of  acquiring,  by  prejudice  and  injuftice. 

All  the  great  cities  were  at  the  fame  time  agitated  by  the 
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dread  of  famine,  and  the  neceffities  of  the  populace,  fanaticifed  by 
17S9.  the  fplrit  of  the  times,  and  unfortunately  miftaking  licence  for 
liberty  ; while  Paris,  the  cradle  of  the  revolution,  contained  a 
prodigious  number  of  individuals,  whofe  daily  fubfiftence  arofe 
from  fraud  and  violence  alone.  The  peafantry,  but  too  long 
opprelfed  by  their  lords,  feemed  to  confider  this  as  a favourable 
opportunity  for  making  reprifals : unhappily  they  were  not 
content  with  the  liberation  of  themfelves  and  children  from 
manerial  fervitude.  Many  of  the  caftles  of  the  nobles  were  ac- 
cordingly attacked,  pillaged,  and  burned ; while  they  themfelves, 
with  their  wives  and  their  offspring,  by  a fad  reverie,  were  now 
expofed  to  the  infults,  the  menaces,  and  fometimes  even  the 
vengeance  of  the  unhappy  villagers,  whom  they  had  irritated  into 
madnefs.  Many  inflances  occurred,  however,  in  which  a ge- 
nerous oblivion  enfued,  and  in  few  or  no  cafes  did  the  good  and 
beneficent  landholder  experience  ingratitude  as  a retribution  for 
his  benevolence. 

The  affembly,  fully  impreffed  with  the  neceffity  of  reftoring 
peace  and  tranquillity,  paffed  a decree  on  the  evening  of  the  4th 
of  Auguft,  enjoining  the  taxes  to  be  paid  as  ufual,  and  enforcing 
the  law  for  the  fecurity  of  perfons  and  of  property.  But  in  the 
courfe  of  that  celebrated  night  a memorable  meafure  was  pro- 
pofed  and  carried,  and  to  the  honour  of  the  nobles,  it  mull  be 
acknowledged  to  have  originated  with  them.  The  vicomte  de 
Noaiiles,  in  a generous  burft  of  patriotifm,  declared,  that  the  only 
way  to  allay  the  effervefcence  that  had  taken  place  in  the  pro- 
vinces, was  to  fupprefs  the  moft  odious  of  the  feudal  claims,  to 
abolifh  perfonal  fervitude,  and  receive  a compenfation  in  money 
for  thofe  rights  that  had  any  foundation  in  juftice.  The  duke 
d’Aiguillon,  who  poffelfed  extenfive  royalties,  complained  of  the 
oppreffion  of  the  fub-delegates  or  llewards,  the  judges,  the  game- 
keepers,  and  the  agents,  of  the  great  proprietors,  who  not  unfre- 
queiitly  ruined  the  vaffals  of  their  lords,  by  employing  all  the 
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rigours  of  the  feudal  laws  on  purpofe  to  opprefs  them  ; he  at  the 
fame  time,  in  his  own  name,  and  that  of  his  order,  cheerfully  1789. 
renounced  the  pecuniary  exemptions  hitherto  claimed  by  the 
nobles,  and  moved  that  the  impofts  fhould  be  levied  on  all  men 
in  proportion  to  their  property. 

M.  LE  Guen  de  Ke  rang  all  exclaimed  againft  bminalites^ 
franc-Jiefs^  corvee griieries^  main-mortes^  and  all  the  barbarous 
jargon  introduced  by  the  feudal  laws  ; he  deprecated  the  exercife 
of  certain  pretended  rights  that  were  an  outrage  to  modefty  and 
humanity ; and  he  exprelTed  his  honour  at  thofe  caprices  of  the 
ancient  tyranny,  which  required  that  men  fliould  be  harnefled  to 
waggons  inftead  of  cattle,  or  obliged  to  pafs  whole  nights  in  pre- 
venting the  frogs  from  difturbing  the  fleep  of  their  voluptuous 
lords.  This  fpeech  was  frequently  interrupted  by  loud  and 
general  plaudits  ; but  when  M.  la  Poule  fpoke  of  mortmain^  both 
real  and  perfonal,  of  the  obligation  impofed  by  fome  lords  on 
their  wretched  valTals,  to  feed  and  maintain  their  dogs,  and  the 
dreadful  cruelties  formerly  praeftifed  in  certain  cantons  by  the 
nobles  after  their  return  from  the  chace  * — a cry  of  horrour  and 
indignation  was  heard  from  all  parts  of  the  hall ! 

The  duke  de  Chatelet  infilled  on  the  propriety  of  converting  Sacrifices  on 
tithes  in  kind  into  money  rents.  The  bilhop  of  Nanci,  in  the  |he  efergy 
name  of  the  clergy,  who  had  been  hitherto  filent,  acceded  to  this  nobuuy. 
proportion ; the  bifhop  of  Chartres,  who  polTelTed  feveral  forells. 


* I have  avoided  the  mention  of  the  atrocious  circumftance  here  alluded  to  in 
the  text,  as  it  had  been  doubtlefs  obfolete  for  ages,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the 
honour  of  humanity,  was  never  enforced : — “ & de  cet  horrible  droit,  relegue  fans 
doute  depuis  des  fiecles  dans  les  poudreux  moumens  de  la  barberie  de  nos  peres, 
par  lequel  le  feigneur  etoit  autorife  dans  certains  cantons  a faire  eventrer  deux  de 
fes  vaflaux  a fon  retour  de  la  chafTe,  pour  fe  delafler  en  mettant  fes  pieds  dans  le 
corps  fanglant  de  ces  malheureux.”  Whoever  wifhes  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  proceedings  of  this  memorable  evening,  ought  to  confuit  the  proces-verbalj 
drawn  up  by  M.  Fretau. 

VOL.  I.  N 
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SECT.  VII.  after  condemning  the  tyranny  of  thofe  cuftoms,  which  force  the 
farmer  to  be  a filent  fped;ator  of  the  ravages  committed  on  the 
fruits  of  his  induftry,  propofed  the  abolition  of  the  exclufive 
rights  of  the  chace  and  the  game  laws ; on  this  the  duke  de 
Mortemart  teftified  his  own  aflent,  and  that  of  the  nobles.  M.  de 
St.  Fargeau  next  infifted  that  the  clergy  and  nobility  fhould 
refign  their  pecuniary  exemptions ; one  member  moved  for  the 
fuppreffion  of  warrens,  another  of  private  fifheries  ; not  a fingle 
diflentient  voice  was  heard : M.  de  Riche  propofed  that  judicial 
offices  fhould  be  no  longer  venal,  but  that  juftice  fhould  hence- 
forth be  adminiftered  gratuitoufly ; the  count  de  Virieux  was 
for  relinquifhing  the  privilege  of  dove-cots  ; the  duke  de  la 
Rochefoucaud  requefted  the  complete  enfranchifement  of  the 
bondfmen  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
melioration  of  the  fate  of  the  unhappy  negroes  detained  in  flavery 
by  avarice  in  another  hemifphere.  Nay,  fuch  was  the  enthufiafm 
that  pervaded  the  affembly  on  this  occafion,  that  fome  ec- 
clefiafticks,  pofTeffed  of  feveral  benefices,  declared  that  they 
would  henceforth  confine  themfelves  to  one,  in  conformity  to 
the  canons  ; while  the  parifh-priefls  confented  with  joy  to  the 
abolition  of  their  fees. 

At  the  fame  time  the  deputies  of  Dauphine,  Britanny, 
Provence,  Burgundy,  and  Languedoc,  refigned  the  privileges 
claimed  by  their  refpe6live  provinces ; the  reprefentatives  of  the 
cities  of  Paris,  Lyons,  Marfeilles,  Bourdeaux,  and  Stralburgh, 
tranfported  with  a generous  emulation,  renounced  their  exclufive 
' claims,  and  declared  that  henceforth  in  France  there  fhould  be 
but  one  law,  one  nation,  one  family,  and  one  honourable  title — 
that  of  a French  citizen. 

On  the  fucceeding  day  it  was  fuggefted,  that  as  tithes  operated 
in  the  manner  of  a premium  againft  agriculture  and  a tax  upon 
induftry,  that  they  fhould  be  immediately  fupprefled  : this  was  at 
firft  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  the  clergy,  particularly  by  the  abbe 
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Sieyes,  but  the  eloquence  of  Mirabeau  and  Chaflet  finally  pre-  SECT,  vii.^ 
vailed  ; and  the  archbifhop  of  Paris  at  length  confented  in  the  1789. 
name  of  his  brethren,  with  a good  grace,  to  what  had  become 
inevitable.  After  this  a folemn  Te  Deiim  being  chaunted,  the 
benediction  of  religion  was  bellowed,  for  the  firft  time,  on  re- 
generated France,  and  Louis  XVI.  complimented  with  the  title  of 
“ The  Reftorer  of  Liberty.” 

Money,  however,  was  Hill  wanting  for  the  ufual  operations  Xew  loans 
of  government.  M.  Necker  therefore  propofed  a loan  of  thirty 
millions  of  livres,  at  five  per  cent ; but  the  aflembly,  confiding 
in  the  credit  of  the  nation,  reduced  the  intereft  to  four  and  a 
half,  in  confequence  of  which  the  project  mifcarried ; another  of 
a fimilar  kind  being  Ifubftituted,  forty  millions  only  out  of  eighty 
were  fubfcribed.  On  this,  patriotick  gifts  were  recurred  to  ; thefe, 
however,  although  numerous,  proved  ineffedual.  At  length  the 
comptroller-general,  relying  on  his  popularity,  fuggefted  a 
meafure  that  would  have  ftartled  a Sully  or  a Colbert,  and 
which  could  only  have  been  tolerated  from  a hope  of  liberty  : 
this  was  the  extraordinary  contribution  of  the,  fourth  of  the 
revenue  of  each  fubjedl,  the  eftimate  of  which  was  left  entirely 
to  his  own  confcience. 

The  next  objedl  that  engaged  the  attention  of  this  body  wasNew  con- 
the  conftitution,  and  after  a variety  of  long  and  interefting  de- 
bates, biennial  legiflatures  were  agreed  to  ; the  fufpenjive  veto  on  all 
laws  was  granted  to  the  king  ; and  the  reprefentatives  were  to  form 
but  one  chamber,  eighty-nine  members  only  out  of  a thoufand 
having  voted  for  two  houfes,  in  imitation  of  the  parliament  of 
England. 

The  national  aflembly  had  by  this  time  acquired  an  afcendancy  Letter  from 
over  the  nation,  and  its  popularity  was  daily  increafing  both  in  the 
capital  and  the  provinces ; in  fhort,  although  a great  difference 
of  opinion  fubfifted  among  the  members,  no  ferious  reproach 
had  hitherto  been  incurred.  His  majefty,  however,  yielding 
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SECT.  VII.  either  to  the  bias  of  his  advifers,  or  the  weaknefs  of  his  own 
1789.  judgment,  in  a long  letter,  addrelfed  to  the  legiflative  body,  ftated 
his  reafons  at  length  for  refufmg  his  full  alfent  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  4th  of  Auguft,  which  had  overturned  the  feudal  fyftem, 
annihilated  tithes,  and  abolifhed  the  tribute  hitherto  paid  to  the 
court  of  Rome,  by  far  the  moft  popular  and  ufeful  meafures  that 
had  been  as  yet  adopted : this  argumentative  compofition  was 
refented  as  an  attempt  to  influence  the  legiflature,  by  entering 
into  a difcuflion  of  laws  which  he  had  been  called  upon  fimply 
to  approve  or  rejedt,  and  contributed  not  a little,  by  the  fu- 
fpicions  it  aroufed,  to  the  terrible  cataftrophe  that  enfued.  A report 
alfo  prevailed,  which  has  been  fince  countenanced  by  fubfequent 
events,  that  at  the  infligation  of  his  confort,  the  king  was  about  to 
remove  to  Metz,  in  Lorraine,  and  attempt  a counter-revolution 
by  means  of  the  army  on  the  frontiers.  In  the  mean  time  the 
court  affedted  to  be  alarmed  for  its  fafety,  and  not  content 
with  four  thoufand  of  the  national  militia,  headed  by  a noble- 
man * devoted  to  it,  the  Swifs  troops  on  duty,  and  the  body- 
guards, who  had  been  doubled,  determined  to  call  in  the  af- 
fiftance  of  a corps  of  foreign  mercenaries,  the  very  name  of  whom 
had  become  odious  in  France. 

The  regiment  The  regiment  of  Flanders  was  accordingly  fent  for.  The  king 

called'in.^*^^  teftified  his  fatisfa£tion  at  this  meafure,  and  foon  after  its  arrival 
the  gardes  dii  corps,  compofed  of  nobles  only,  who  had  never 
worn  the  national  cockade,  and  were  the  only  troops  in  France 
that  had  not  taken  the  chick  oath,  invited  the  officers  and  feveral 
Banquet  in  of  the  military  men  to  a banquet,  which  was  remarkable  on 
VerfaTcs?^  fcveral  accounts,  particularly  as  being  unprecedented  in  the  firfl 
place,  and  in  the  next,  as  being  given  in  one  of  the  principal 
apartments  of  the  caftle  of  Verfailles.  After  the  health  of  the 
royal  family  had  been  drank,  that  of  the  nation  was  propofed. 


* M.  d’Eftaing. 
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and  refufed.  On  this,  Louis  XVI.  having  entered,  accompanied 
by  her  majefty,  leading  the  dauphin  by  the  hand,  the  royal  family  w 

was  received  with  loud  acclamations,  in  prefence  of  the  Swifs 
guards  and  other  troops  who  lined  the  hall. 

After  they  had  walked  round  the  table,  and  faluted  the 
guefts,  they  prepared  to  retire,  on  which  the  bands  belonging  to 
the  guards  and  the  regiment  of  Flanders  immediately  played  an 
air  * confidered  for  fome  time  paft  as  a fignal  of  difaffedlion. 

At  length  the  officers,  inebriated  with  wine,  are  faid  to  have  trod 
the  national  colours  under  foot,  while  M.  de  Perceval,  aide-du- 
camp  to  the  count  d’Eftaing,  fcaling  a balcony,  provided  white 
cockades  for  himfelf,  and  diftributed  others  to  thofe  around 
him.  Thefe  orgies ^ as  the  patriots  termed  them,  continued  until 
the  morning,  and  were  repeated  next  day,  when  the  number  of 
guefts  was  increafed,  and  the  fame  ridiculous  fcenes  and  impotent 
menaces  renewed. 

Petion  was  the  firft  to  denounce  this  entertainment,  under 
the  name  of  a plot,  to  the  national  aflembly  j and  Mirabeau,  after  Xnreat  of 
declaring,  if  the  king’s  perfon  alone  were  confidered  as  facred, 
that  he  would  bring  forward  an  impeachment  himfelf  againft 
two  confpicuous  characters,  informed  thofe  around  him,  after  he 
had  fat  down,  that  the  queen  and  the  duke  de  Gulche,  colonel 
of  the  life-guards,  were  the  objects  to  whom  he  alluded. 

But  while  the  rage  of  the  left-hand  fide  of  the  aflembly, 
where  the  democratical  leaders  vs^ere  feated,  evaporated  in  inefr 
feCtual  fufpicions  and  empty  threats,  it  was  far  otherwife  with 
the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  who  were  goaded  on  by  a famine,  which 
they  were  taught  to  confider  as  an  artifice  of  the  court,  and 
poflefled  both  the  defire  and  the  means  of  vengeance.  The  com- 
motion began  among  the  women,  who  ran  about  crying  out 
“ Bread ! bread !”  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  OClober. 


* “ O Richard,  O mon  roi !” 
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SECT.  VII.  Seizing  on  a perfon  of  the  name  of  Maillard,  they  forced  him  to 
J789.  become  their  conductor;  and  being  joined  by  a multitude  of 
marchto  Ver-  armed  men,  and  followed  by  a company  of  the  volunteers  of  the 
failles,  and  Baftille,  and  feveral  cannon,  they  fet  out  for  Verfailles.  The 
national  guards,  adfuated  by  a fimilar  impulfe,  infilled  on  march- 
ing thither  alfo ; and  la  Fayette,  after  obtaining  the  fan£tion  of 
the  municipality,  deemed  it  prudent  to  accede  to  the  propofition. 
He  was  unable,  however,  to  prevent  the  events  that  enfued  ; for 
fome  of  the  mob  having  burft  into  the  caftle,  facrificed  two  of 
the  body  guards  fo  their  fury,  and  the  life  of  the  queen  was 
perhaps  faved  by  the  gallantry  of  a third,  called  Miomandre, 
for  the  name  of  that  princefs  was  now  generally  execrated : 
her  majefty,  however,  foon  after  appeared  at  a balcony,  pro- 
ted:ed  by  the  prefence  of  her  confort,  and  ftill  more  by 
that  of  the  dauphin,  whom  fhe  held  in  her  arms  : the  guards 
alfo,  for  the  firft  time,  placed  the  national  cockade  in  their 
hats,  and  fupplicated  for  mercy.*  On  this  the  popular  fury 
feemed  to  fubfide,  but  the  cry  of  “To  Paris  ! to  Paris  !”  clearly 
return  with  intimated  their  intentions,  and  his  majefty  thought  proper  to 
miiy.  ^ comply.  The  king  accordingly  repaired  thither,  preceded  by  an 

[Oftober  6.]  executioner  between  two  wretches,  each  carrying  a bloody 
head  on  a pike,  accompanied  by  an  immenfe  mob,  a deputation 
of  two  hundred  members  of  the  national  aflembly,  the  troops  of 
Paris,  and  the  French  guards,  who  ha  dprevented  much  violence 
and  bloodftied. 

This  muft  be  allowed  to  have  been  one  of  the  moft  fin- 
gular  events  that  have  occurred  during  the  whole  revolution ; 
for  though  it  had  all  the  appearance  of  a confpiracy,  and  the 


* This  ruffian,  a felf-conftltuted  executioner,  of  the  name  of  Nicolas,  who 
exhibited  a moft  hideous  afpecft,  wore  a long  beard,  and  a high-crowned  hat } his 
hair,  his  garments,  his  hands,  his  face,  and  his  axe,  were  all  fmeared  with  the 
blood  of  Defuttes  and  Varicour,  two  of  the  body  guards.  La  Fayette,  and  many 
others,  attempted  in  vain  to  baniffi  this  horrid  and  difgufting  fpe£l:acle : the  Pa- 
rifian  guards,  however,  placed  the  reft  of  the  gai'des  de  corps  under  the  protection 
of  their  colours,  and  thus  conducted  them  in  fafety  to  the  capital. 
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duke  of  Orleans,  and  the  count  de  Mirabeau,  were  faid  to  be 
implicated  in  it,  and  even  to  have  aflifted  in  difguife ; yet  when  izsy. 
the  chatelet,  a tribunal  that  could  not  be  fuppofed  favourable  to 
them,  took  cognifance  of  the  affair,  they  were  both  acquitted, 
and  the  whole  proceeding  remains  involved  in  a myftery,  that 
can  never  be  folved  in  any  other  way,  but  by  fuppofmg  the 
infurredtion  to  have  originated  folely  with  the  populace  of  the 
capital,  who  were  undoubtedly  agitated  by  want,  and  inflamed 
by  fufpicion,  to  an  unufual  degree  of  violence 

Mounier,  Lally  Tolendal,  and  a number  of  other  diftin- 
guifhed  leaders  who  had  lately  attached  themfelves  to  the  king, 
and  acquired  additional  hatred  by  being  confidered  as  at  once 
deferters  and  royalifts,  on  feeing  no  profped:  of  fuccefs  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  monarch,  now  ceafed  to  appear 
in  the  affembly  ; that  body,  however,  continued  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  to  proceed  with  vigour  and  difpatch,  in  the 
great  bufmefs  of  the  formation  of  a conftitution.  Having  once 
more  declared  the  perfons  of  the  deputies  facred  and  inviolable, 
rigorous  meafures  were  adopted  againft  fedition,  which  produced 


* It  is  no  lefs  furprifing  than  true,  that  Louis  XV.  actually  fo/d  a monopoly  of 
corn  in  France,  to  a company  eftablilhed  for  that  purpofe,  on  the  12th  of  July,, 
1 767 this  fpcculation,  known  by  the  name  of  le  hail  de  I’Averdi,  and  generally 
termed  the  compa£b  of  famine  ( tin  vrai  pa£ie  de  famine)^  was  denounced  by  the 
parliaments  of  Rouen  and  Grenoble,  as  an  infamous  trafhek  ; but  both  the  mem- 
bers and  their  remonftrances  were  configned  to  the  Baftille.  It  was  reported  that 
this  monopoly  was  to  have  been  refumed,  and  firmly  believed  by  the  populace 
that  the  court  had  once  more  produced  the  famine. 

On  their  return  from  Verfailles,  the  populace  accordingly  exclaimed  during  the 
intervals  between  thofe  fongs,  in  which  they  treated  the  daughter  of  Maria 
Therefa  as  a Meflalina,  that  they  fhould  be  no  longer  deftitute  of  bread  : (Nous  ne 
manquerons  plus  de  pain;  nous  amenerons  le  boulanger,  & la  boulangere !”)  and 
they  feemed  to  be  confirmed  in  their  fufpicions  by  the  plenty  that  enfued  for  fome 
days  after. 
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what  has  been  termed  “the  maflacre  of  the  Champ  de  Mars^’  and 
led  to  the  death  of  Bailly  and  the  difgrace  of  la  Fayette. 

France  was  divided  into  eighty-three  departments  : a number 
of  important  decrees  were  paiTed  ; the  municipalities  and  primary 
aflemblies  were  organifed  ; the  qualification  of  eledfors  was 
fixed  ; provifional  laws  were  enadted  relative  to  criminal  jurif- 
prudence  ; let t res  de  cachet^  the  moft  terrible  engine  of  the 
ancient  defpotifm,  were  abolilhed  ; the  Irore  rouge ^ containing  a 
difgraceful  lift  of  peculations,  robberies,  and  milapplications  of 
the  publick  money,  was  produced  and  publiftied  j the  pay  of  the 
army  was  augmented ; the  navy  was  placed  on  a more  econo- 
mical eftablilhment ; the  fale  of  offices  was  aboliffied  ; in  fliort, 
the  remnant  of  the  feudal  fyftem  was  utterly  annihilated  ; pri- 
vileges of  all  kinds  ceafed  to  exift  ; the  gabelle^  and  other  ob- 
noxious taxes,  were  refcinded,  and  all  diftindtion  of  orders  for 
ever  aboliffied. 

The  finances,  however,  were  ftill  in  a deplorable  fituation ; 
but  the  moft  vigorous  and  effedtual  means  were  now  taken  to 
lefl'en  the  enormous  debt  with  which  France  was  overwhelmed, 
to  infpire  the  publick  creditor  with  new  hopes,  and  to  prevent 
the  long-threatened  horrours  of  a national  bankruptcy.  The 
grand  meafure  recurred  to  on  this  occafion,  was  to  declare  the 
territorial  poffeffions  of  the  clergy  and  the  monaftick  orders  at 
the  difpofal  of  the  nation ; fubjedt,  however,  to  the  charge  of 
providing  for  the  expences  of  publick  worffiip,  the  maintenance 
of  the  minifters  of  religion,  the  monks,  the  nuns,  and  the  poor  : 
it  was  accordingly  decreed,  that  no  parifti  prieft  ffiould  have  lefs 
than  twelve  hundred  livres  a-year,  befides  the  parfonage-houfe  and 
glebe.  On  this  new  and  immenfe  fund  written  affignations  were 
given,  which  obtained  the  name  of  ajjignats  ; and,  left  the  court 
of  Rome  ffiould  fupport  the  pretenfions  of  the  national  clergy, 
who  now  began  to  exhibit  the  moft  marked  difcontent,  great 
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policy  was  difplayed  in  refpedl:  to  the  pope,  who  was  recognifed  as  sect.  vir. 
the  head  of  the  chriftian  church  in  fpiritual  concerns,  while  a ftrid:  1750. 
fidelity  to  the  religion  of  their  forefathers  was  loudly  proclaimed. 

The  king  had  already  repaired  fuddenly,  voluntarily,-  and  King’s  fane- 
unexpededly,  to  the  aflembly,  and  declared  his  affent  to  the  prin-  new  confti- 
ciples  of  the  conftitution ; — a meafure  that  difconcerted  for  a while 
the  machinations  of  its  enemies  ; while  the  reprefentatives  pro- 
ceeded in  their  vidorieus  career,  by  decreeing  mural  crowns  to  the 
heroes  of  the  Baftille,  ordering  the  figures  of  the  conquered  na- 
tions to  be  unchained  from  the  pedeftal  of  the  haughty  Louis  XIV. 
proclaiming  that  the  French  people  would  never  undertake  war 
from  a fpirit  of  conqiieft,  and  attaching  the  inhabitants  of  Corfica  Popular  pro- 
to  France,  by  conltitutmg  that  mand  a feparate  department,  the  affembi/. 
There  was  one  decree,  however,  that  endeared  them  more,  per- 
haps, than  any  other  to  the  bulk  of  the  people  : this  was  the  abo- 

, . if-  . 1 . 1 Abolition  of 

lition  of  titles  armorial  bearings,  and  liveries ; and  it  ought  not  nobility, 
to  be  forgotten  that  it  originated  with  the  privileged  order.  The 
general  joy  proceeded  from  the  hatred  to  feudal  privileges  ; but  the 
meafure  itfelf  has  fince  been  deemed  equivocal  by  fome,  the  nobles, 
confidered  as  a body,  being  thus  rendered  enemies  to  the  new 
government,  and  the  authors  of  the  civil  and  foreign  wars  that 
enfued : had  a balance  of  powers  taken  place,  and  the  fafety 
of  the  ftate  been  provided  for  by  a feparate  chamber,  and  the 
vanity  of  birth  gratified  by  a feat  there,  much  mifery,  blood,  and 
calamity,  might  perhaps  have  been  avoided,  and  a powerful  and 
opulent  body  interefted  in  the  prefervation  of  the  liberties  of 
France.  On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  number 
of  nobles  attached  to  the  caufe  of  freedom  was  by  no  means 
commenfurate  with  their  talents  and  abilities ; that  a decided 
majority  was  devoted  to  the  ancient  government  with  all  its 


* See  Appendix,  vol.  I.  A. 
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vSECT.  vn.  abufes,  and  determined  to  reconquer  their  lands,  titles,  and 
i7yo.  claims,  in  the  fame  manner  their  anceftors  had  originally  acquired 
them,  by  means  of  their  fwords. 

But  the  nation  at  this  moment  was  nearly  frantick  with  joy,  in 
confequence  of  its  deliverance  from  regal  and  from  feudal  bondage ; 
and  had  prepared  to  celebrate  the  anniverfary  of  the  capture  of  the 
Confeciera-  gaftille,  the  epoch  whence  France  now  dated  her  liberties.  In  that 
Champ  de  plain  where,  but  one  year  before,  a formidable  alfemblage  of 
troops  had  menaced  the  capital  with  ruin,  appeared  deputations 
from  all  the  national  guards,  and  all  the  regular  troops,  infantry, 
cavalry,  marines,  and  foreign  foldiers,  in  the  kingdom,  in  addition 
to  three  hundred  thoufand  fpedfators  of  both  fexes.  The  king, 
the  reprefentatives,  two  thoufand  muficians,  two  hundred  priefts 
clothed  in  white  furplices,  ornamented  with  three-coloured 
ribbands,  and  preceded  by  the  bifhop  of  Autun  dreffed  in  his 
epifcopal  robes,  tended  not  a little  to  add  dignity  to  this  grand  and 
impofmg  feene  ; at  the  clofe  of  which  the  monarch,  the  national 
affembly,  and  armed  citizens,  took  a folemn  oath  to  maintain  the 
conftitution. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fpirit  of  anarchy  and  diforganifatlon 
Mingo.  which  had  overfpread  the  kingdom,  and  extended  to  the  army 
and  navy,  at  length  reached  the  colonies  ; in  St.  Domingo  in 
particular,  the  free  mulattoes,  who  compofed  a large  portion  of 
the  population,  relying  on  the  hopes  held  out  by  the  affembly, 
began  to  confider  themfelves  as  men,  and  even  to  afpire  to  the 
rights  of  citizens,  which  they  conceived  themfelves  exprefsly 
entitled  to.  The  white  inhabitants,  ftruck  with  horrour  at  the 
idea  of  an  equality  of  rights,  on  the  part  of  thofe  whom  they 
had  hitherto  treated  with  a mortifying  contempt,  and  whofe  rela- 
tions by  the  female  fide  were  ftill  expofed  to  the  moft  rigorous 
bondage,  denied  a participation  in  the  eledions  ; both  parties  on 
this  fent  deputies  to  the  mother  country  ; and  the  pride  of  the 
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planters,  and  the  pertinacity  of  the  men  of  colour,  at  length  SECT.  VIL 
reduced  the  moft  flourifhing  colony  belonging  to  Europe,  to 
defolation,  diftradtion,  and  difmay. 

France  herfelf  was  alfo  dellined  to  experience  frefh  broils,  Difturbances 
and  become  a prey  to  new  miferies.  Difturbances  of  a dangerous 
nature  had  already  taken  place  in  feveral  of  the  fouthern  depart- 
ments : an  infurredtion,  followed  by  a malTacre,  occurred  in 
the  town  of  Douai ; another  fedition  had  broken  out'  at  Nantz  ; 
ferious  commotions  were  threatened  in  Baftia ; murders  of  the 

moft  frip-htful  nature  were  perpetrated  in  the  Venaiftin  and  Dlfcontents 

. . . . 11*  ofthenobi- 

Limoufin.  The  provincial  nobility  were  difcontented  at  being  lity  and 

deprived  of  their  titles,  their  game  laws,  their  feudal  claims, 
and  the  long  catalogue  of  pretenfions,  by  which  they  had  been 
enabled  to  harafs  and  opprefs  their  unhappy  vaflals.  Another  clergy, 
numerous  and  powerful  body  was  alfo  difaffeifted.  A fchifm  had 
actually  taken  place  in  the  Gallican  church,  the  vacancies  in 
which  were  to  be  henceforth  filled  up  by  the  free  choice  of  the 
people.  The  ecclefiaftical  body  having  been  re-organifed  in  con- 
formity to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  it  was  required  of 
each  individual  to  take  the  civick  oath,  and  fwear  to  maintain  the 
civil  inftitution  of  the  clergy.  Many  honeft  and  well-meaning 
men  infifted,  that  this  operated  as  a reftraint  on  the  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  and  refufed  to  fubferibe  : a meafure  fo  impolitick,  rendered 
a multitude  of  them  difaffeded  ; and  as  they'  ftill  poflefled  great 
influence  over  the  minds  of  their  parifhioners,  efpecially  in  the  Effeft  of 
diftant  provinces,  the  moft  dangerous  commotions  enfued.  Mul- 
titudes of  the  peafantry  were  taught,  at  length,  to  curfe  the  re- 
volution that  had  emancipated  them  ; they  fided  with  the  non- 
juring  priefts,  whom  they  faw  perfecuted  by  fuch  of  their  brethren 
as  had  taken  the  oaths,  and  every-where  purfued  by  the  civil  and 
military  power;  in  fhort,  in  confequence  of  the  union  of  the  clergy 
and  the  nobility  in  Britanny  and  Poitou,  the  minds  of  the  people 
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were  fo  fanaticifed,  that  the  infurredtion  and  civil  war  of  La' 
Vendee  at  length  became  inevitable. 

In  the  mean  time  the  conduct  of  the  king  was  calculated  to 
produce  general  dilfatisfadiion.  M.  Necker,  once  the  favourite  of 
the  nation,  finding  himfelf  unable  to  contend  with  the  tempeft, 
had  retired  to  his  eftate  in  Switzerland,  and  none  of  the  other 
members  of  the  adminiftration  poflelfed  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  His  majefty  was  furrounded  by  men  whofe  principles 
were  hoftile  to  the  revolution  ; his  fecret  advifers  had  long  been 
objedls  of  fufpicion ; his  queen  had  become  ftill  more  unpopular 
than  before  j and  to  conclude  the  whole,  his  confefibr  was  chofen 
from  that  clafs  of  priefts  which  had  received  the  appellation  of 
refradiory.  Deprived  by  a hidden  death  of  the  affiftance  of  Mi- 
rabeau,  who  had  been  gained  by  money,  he  was  at  prefent  medi- 
tating a fcheme,  in  which,  if  he  fucceeded,  the  nation  muft  have 
encountered  all  the  horrours  of  a foreign,  and  perhaps  a civil  war  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  if  he  failed,  he  expofed  himfelf  and  his  family 
to  the  certain  indignation  of  the  people.  The  Parifians  had  long 
entertained  fufpicions  of  the  intended  departure  of  Louis  XVI. 
and  Bailly  the  mayor,  and  la  Fayette  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  national  guard,  were  repeatedly  cautioned  on  this  fubjedf. 
At  length,  the  king,  queen,  their  children,  and  madame  Eliza- 
beth, fled  from  the  capital,  and  took  the  road  to  Montmedy,  with 
a paflport  provided  by  the  joint  agency  of  Montmorin  the 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  and  M.  de  Semolin  the  ambaffador 
from  RufTia,  her  majefty  perfonating  the  baronefs  de  Knoff,  and 
her  confort  that  of  fuperintendant  of  her  family.  No  obftacle 
intervened  until  their  arrival  at  Varennes,  when  Louis  XVI.  was 
recognifed  by  Drouet  the  poft-mafter  of  St.  Menehould,  and 
detained  in  confequence  of  his  zeal.  Paul  le  Blanc  and  Jofeph 
Poncin,  two  national  guards,  were  the  firft  to  ftop  the  carriage, 
which  was  drawn  by  fix  horfes,  and  accompanied  by  three  out- 
riders. tlaving  been  prevailed  upon  to  alight  at  the  houfe  of 
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Saiiffe,  a tallow-chandler,  his  majefty  afked  for  refrefhments,  SECT.  vii. 
and  was  entertained  with  fome  cheefe  and  a bottle  of  burgundy, 
which  he  declared  to  be  excellent.  V/hile  in  this  critical  fitua- 
tLon  he  thus  regaled  himfelf,  feemingly  at  his  eafe,  an  efcort  of 
huflars  came  to  his  affiftance  from  Varennes  ; but  Drouet  con- 
trived to  keep  them  in  awe  by  means  of  a dozen  of  the  national 
guard,  until  the  arrival  of  a numerous  detachment  of  that  body 
from  Clermont,  when  the  king  was  recondudled  on  his  way  brought  back 
back  to  the  capital,  in  the  face  of  a large  body  of  the  Royal- 
Allemand,  with  the  fon  of  general  Bouille  at  its  head.  His 
majefty’s  brother,  Monjieur^  was,  however,  more  fortunate,  for  Efcape  of 
he  fled  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  and  arrived  at  Mons,  without 
experiencing  any  interruption. 

A GENERAL  fentiment  of  furprife,  mingled  with  indignation, 
pervaded  Paris,  on  learning  the  flight  of  Louis  ; and  had  an 
Orleans  faction  adlually  exifted,  and  the  defcendant  of  Henry  IV. 
afpired  to  the  crown,  a favourable  opportunity  now  prefented 
itfelf  of  placing  that  prince  upon  the  throne. 

But  fentiments  of  a far  different  kind  prevailed  ; and  the 
capital,  after  recovering  from  the  firft  fhock,  exhibited  the  fame 
degree  of  courage  and  refolution  that  it  had  evinced  two  years 
before,  when  its  citizens  marched  againff  the  Baftille.  By  one 
common  confent,  the  effigies  of  the  king  and  queen  were  every- 
where effaced,  and  by  the  evening  of  that  very  day  all  the 
veftiges  of  royalty  had  been  deftroyed.  Every  eye  and  every 
heart  was  fixed  upon  the  national  affembly,  which  difplayed 
great  firmnefs,  and  never  once  adjourned  during  the  fpace  of  a 
whole  w’eek.  The  national  guards  having  alTembled  in  their  re- 
fpedlive  diftridts,  marched  with  their  colours,  and  took  an  oath 
of  fidelity  to  the  nation ; the  citizens  of  Paris  alfo  were  eager  to 
follow  the  example,  and  for  the  fpace  of  three  whole  hours 
they  walked  in  proceflion  through  the  hall,  and  teftified  their 
reliance  on,  and  their  adherence  to,  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
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SECT.  VII.  people.  Inftead  of  the  anarchy  and  confufion  that  had  been 
jjyi,  expected,  tranquillity  reigned  throughout  the  empire:  two 
houfes,  conftituting  part  of  the  national  domains,  were  actually 
put  up  and  fold  on  the  20th  of  June,  at  double  the  price  which 
they  had  been  eftimated  at ; all  the  departments  offered  levies  of 
men  ; and  from  the  fhores  of  Calais  to  the  Pyrenean  mountains, 
France  exhibited  the  mofl  unequivocal  figns  of  confidence  and 
fecurity. 

Royal  family  length  the  royal  family  approached  the  capital,  conducted 

[June  25.]  by  the  citizens  of  Varennes,  and  furrounded  by  an  immenfe 
body  of  national  guards.  More  than  half  a million  of  fpectators 
filled  the  ftreets  and  fquares  as  the  captive  monarch  pafled  along 
to  the  Tuilleries,  but  neither  reproaches  nor  murmurs  were 
heard  this  day  ; on  the  contrary,  a fullen  filence  prevailed  ; not  a 
fingle  hand  was  uplifted  to  exprefs  joy ; every  head  remained 
covered,  and  the  fovereign  was  already  dethroned  in  the  hearts  of 
his  fubjeds. 

Many  were  now  of  opinion,  that  the  king,  who  had  abandoned 
his  people,  ought  to  be  depofed  by  them  ; fome  even  wifhed  that 
he  might  be  tried  and  puniflied ; but  the  affembly  adted  upon  this 
occafion  with  great  magnanimity,  and  an  act  of  oblivion  took 
place.  In  order  to  prevent  further  tumult,  it  declared,  that  “ the 

Acceptance  revolution  was  complete it  alfo  revifed  its  former  decrees. 

of  the  con-  _ ^ 

ftitution.  completed  the  conftitutional  adt,  removed  the  fufpenfion  impofed 
on  his  majefty,  and  left  him  at  full  liberty  either  to  accept  or 
refufe  it. 

The  king  addreffed  the  affembly  by  letter,  on  the  13th  of 
September,  and  ftated  that  he  had  given  his  fandtion ; on  the 
fucceeding  day  he  repaired  in  perfon  to  the  hall,  and  affixed  his 
fignature : a decree  was  accordingly  iffued,  by  which  it  was 
enjoined  that  the  king’s  folemn  declaration  fhould  be  proclaimed 
throughout  the  empire,  and  that  all  prifoners  confined  for  debt 
fhould  be  fet  at  liberty. 
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Soon  after  this,  the  legiflature  having  concluded  the  ohjed  of  SECT.  vir. 
its  miffion,  and  afforded  a profpedl  of  freedom  to  the  nation,  dif-  179' • 
folved  itfelf  on  the  30th  of  the  fame  month,  the  prefident  having  of  the^firft 
proclaimed  “ that  the  national  affembly  declares  its  power  to  be 
at  an  end,  and  that  it  will  fit  no  longer.” 

Thus  ended  the  labours  of  the  firft,  commonly  called  the  Its  chara6ler 
conftituting  affembly,  which  poffeffed  a number  of  diflinguiflied 
members,  and  a colledtlon  of  talents  fcarcely  to  be  furpaffed  in 
the  annals  of  any  nation  upon  earth. 

Garat  had  dlftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  writings  and  his  Garat. 
love  of  liberty,  anteriour  to  the  convocation  of  the  ftates- gene- 
ral : he  now  acquired  popularity  by  his  political  difquifitions. 

Rabaut,  a proteftant  paftor,  poffeffed  an  unfullied  charadler,  Rabaut. 
a vigorous  mind,  an  inflexible  attachment  to  virtue,  and  was 
deflined  to  become  the  hiflorian  of  a revolution  which  he  had 
fo  warmly  efpoufed. 

Sieves,  a catholick  prieft,  was  at  once  a profound  metaphy- Sieyes. 
fician,  and  an  adept  in  logick. 

Mounier,  a man  well  verfed  in  the  arts  of  government,  had  Mounier. 
already  acquired  confiderable  celebrity  in  the  ftates  of’Dauphiny, 
by  his  eloquence  and  his  attachment  to  freedom  ; he  alfo  difplayed 
great  talents  during  this  tumultuous  period,  and  remained  firm  to 
the  popular  party,  until  he  perceived  the  monarchy  ready  to  fink 
under  its  attacks. 

Malouet  poffeffed  no  fmall  portion  of  abilities,  but  thefe 
were  in  fome  meafure  rendered  ufelefs  to  a great  affembly  by 
the  weaknefs  of  his  voice ; he  was  devoted  to  royalty,  and  con- 
fidered  the  generous  wifh  of  freeing  the  negroes  in  the  colonics 
from  a cruel  bondage  as  a heinous  crime. 

Thouret,  bred  to  the  bar,  was  well  acquainted  with  judicial  ^hourct. 
proceedings,  and  had  acquired  a happy  facility  of  fpeech  in  the 
courfe  of  his  profeffional  avocations  : but  he  afpired  not  to  the 
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^ECTV^  reputation  of  an  oratour,  and  contented  himfelf  with  being  clear, 
1791.  luminous,  and  indefatigable. 

Gregoire.  Gregoire,  firft  a parilh  prieft,  and  afterwards  a bifhop,  edified 
by  his  exemplary  morals,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  inflamed  by  an 
eloquence  always  devoted  to  the  caufe  mankind.  Although  of  the 
ruling  religion,  he  was  an  advocate  for  the  moft  unqualified  tole- 
ration ; and  he  added  not  a little  to  his  reputation,  by  a generous 
interpofition  in  favour  of  two  perfecuted  claffes  of  men — the 
Jews  of  France,  and  the  people  of  colour  and  negroes  of  her 
colonies. 

Talleyrand.  Talleyrand,  by  living  in  habits  of  familiarity  with  the  moft 
celebrated  men  of  the  age,  had  enhanced  his  own  reputation  ; yet 
he  acquired  lefs  notice  by  his  talents  in  the  pulpit  and  the  tribune, 
than  by  his  adiivity  in  the  committees,  and  his  facility  in  the 
penning  popular  addrelTes  to  the  nation. 

l,aily-Tolen-  Lall Y-ToLENDAL  firft  diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  his  filial 

piety,  in  vindicating  the  memory  of  a father,  who  had  been  con- 
demned to  death  with  circumftances  of  unexampled  barbarity. 
He  pofTelTed  a happy  delivery,  and  an  admirable  choice  of  words  ; 
yet  his  tongue  was  lefs  eloquent  than  his  pen,  and  his  writings 
more  perfuafive  than  his  fpeeches. 

Barnave.  Barnave  was  bold,  daring,  ambitious,  enterprifing : on  the 

return  of  the  royal  family  from  Varennes,  he  fat  in  the  fame 
carriage  with  the  queen,  and  from  that  moment  abandoned  the 
popular  party ; it  was  accordingly  aflerted,  that  on  this  occafion 
he  had  been  feduced  by  the  blandilhments  of  female  beauty,  and 
he  fell  a martyr  foon  after  at  its  fhrine. 

Maury,  The  abge' Maury,  fiiice  iiivefted  with  the  Roman  purple, 

in  addition  to  a high  reputation,  had  acquired  confiderable  pre- 
ferment, by  the  fplendour  of  his  clerical  talents.  From  the  firft 
moment  of  his  appearance  in  the  ftates- general,  he  evinced  his 
gratitude  to  his  benefadfors,  and  difplayed  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  intrepidity,  zeal,  and  genius,  in  defence  of  the  mo- 
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narcliy.  Such  was  his  attachment  to  the  ancient  government,  SECT.  Vli. 
that  he  wifhed  to  countenance  its  very  abufes  ; and  fo  wedded  1791. 
was  he  to  the  prejudices  which  had  hitherto  difgraced  his  country, 
that  he  declaimed  againft  the  decree  which  rehored  to  the  Jews 
and  comedians  the  rights  of  citizenfhip.  PofTeffed  of  a ready 
wit,  he  was  indebted  for  his  life  to  a joke  * j and  his  happy 
talent  at  unpremeditated  oratory,  rendered  him  the  fecond  man 
in  the  affembly. 

Mirabeau  was  afluredly  the  firft.  Poflefling  wonderful  elo-  Mlrabeau. 
quencc,  a gift  in  him  derived  from  nature  alone,  he  exhibits  the 
rare  example  of  a man  without  any  previous  ftudy  difplaying 
all  the  readinefs,  all  the  boldnefs,  all  the  variety,  all  the  graces  of 
a veteran  and  accomplilhed  oratour.  Born  a noble,  but  excluded 
by  his  own  order,  he  became  a deputy  from  the  third-eJlatCy  and 
for  fome  time  fuftained  the  popular  caufe, . with  a fluency  that 
charmed,  with  a genius  that  aftoniflied,  with  abilities  that  enrap- 
tured, with  an  enthufiafm  that  moved,  animated,  eledirified  the 
hearts  of  all  who  heard  and  beheld  him.  Such  was  the  magick 
of  his  oratory,  that  while  he  fpoke,  his  audience  forgot  the 
fcandalous  immorality  of  his  life.  Such  was  his  good  fortune, 

■ that,  a few  fhort  intervals  excepted,  he  retained  his  celebrity  even 
after  he  had  been  corrupted  by  the  court.  Such  was  his.  con- 
fidence, that,  with  a voice  enfeebled  by  difeafe  and  death,  he 
bequeathed  a legacy  of  his  labours  on  a new  conftitution,  deftined 
for  their  ufe,  to  a mourning,  but  applauding  people  ! 

As  an  author,  he  exhibited  more  zeal  than  genius,  and  more 
Induftry  than  talents  : he  declaimed  rather  than  argued ; he  fur- 
prifed  rather  than  convinced  : yet,  although  his  time  had  been 
devoted  to  licentious  pleafures,  his  writings  were  ever  dedicated 


* “ Eh  ! meflleurs,  quand  vous  m’aurez  mis  a la  lanterne,  y verrez-vous  plus 
Clair  ?” 
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to  the  caufe  of  honour,  humanity,  and  virtue.  It  was  as  an 
1791.  oratour  alone,  however,  that  he  flood  unrivalled.  But  to  con- 
ceive a juft  notion  of  the  effedls  he  produced,  it  would  have 
. been  neceflary  to  have  witnefled  the  aftonifhing  burfts  of  his 
eloquence  on  great,  or  the  majeftick  cadence  of  his  language,  and 
the  varied  intonations  of  his  voice,  on  ordinary  occafions.  Nor 
were  the  features  of  his  face,  or  the  gefticulations  of  his  perfon, 
although  the  one  was  devoid  of  beauty  and  the  other  of  ele- 
gance, deficient  in  interefl,  unfuitable  to  his  purpofe,  or  in- 
adequate to  his  views  : for  the  lowering  frown  that  wrinkled 
his  ample  forehead  was  calculated  to  appal ; while  the  lightning 
of  his  eye  feemed  to  blaft  ; the  thunder  of  his  voice,  to  terrify  j 
and  the  vengeance  of  his  uplifted  arm,  to  finite,  fubdue,  and 
overcome  his  abafhed  and  intimidated  opponents. 

Convocation  At  the  firft  meeting  of  the  fecond,  or  legiflative  aflembly,  the 
aflembly.  conftitutional  acfl  was  introduced  with  great  ceremony,  and  every 
deputy  in  fucceflion  afcending  the  roftrum,  and  placing  his  hand 
on  the  original,  fwore  to  maintain  the  conftitution  decreed  during 
the  years  1789,  1790,  and  1791.  Previoufly  to  the  appearance  of 
the  king,  the  mode  in  which  he  was  to  be  received  and  addrelTed 
underwent  a long  difculfion  ; and  it  was  determined  that  the 
expreflion  of  “ Sire”  fliould  be  omitted,  as  partaking  of  the 
feudal  forms,  and  that  of  “ majefty*,”  as  incompatible  with  a 
limited  monarchy. 


* The  legiflative  aflembly  has  been  greatly  cenfured,  on  account  of  this  feeming 
difrefpeft  to  the  firft  magiftrate  ; but,  however  impolitick  it  might  have  been  to  have 
entered  into  difcuflions  of  this  kind,  the  members  were  in  fome  meafure  juftified 
both  by  hiftory  and  the  ancient  conftitution  of  France.  Whoever  will  be  at  the 
pains  to  turn-  to  Francsgallia  Hottomam,  will  find  that  the  title  of  majefty  was  only 
beftowed  on  the  kings  of  the  Franks  when  afling  in  their  corporate  capacity 
along  with  the  deputies  of  the  nation  ; the  expreflTion  of  “ Sire”  was  lefs  objedtion- 
able,  although  it  muft  be  allowed  alfo  to  be  of  feudal  origin,  and  to  imply,  perhaps, 
a degrading  inferiority. 
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Having  decreed  the  reunion  of  Avignon  and  the  Comtat, 
a meafure  that  produced  great  clamour,  although  they  had  feveral  i7yi. 
times  been  refumed  by  the  kings  of  France,  diiturbances  of  the  at  Avignon, 
moft  alarming  kind  enfued.  The  partifans  of  the  pope  were  the 
firft  to  fow  difl'enfion  and  promote  difturbances ; fome  blood  was 
fpllt  upon  this  occafion ; and  the  popular,  party,  headed  by  a ruf- 
fian of  the  name  of  Jourdan,  prepared  in  their  turn  to  exa<T 
vengeance  : this  was  fpeedily  elfedted,  and  a moft  bloody  and  dif- 
gufting  maftacre  enfued,  in  which,  while  fome  of  the  perpetrators 
of  the  original  outrage  fuffered,  many  innocent  perfons  alfo  loft 
their  lives.  The  aflembly,  which  had  neglected  to  punifh  this 
atrocity,  wifhing  to  conciliate  thofe  who  had  emigrated,  and 
prevent,  if  poffible,  the  calamities  of  a foreign  war,  revoked  the 
laws  againft  them,  and  gave  permlflion  for  their  return.  But  this 
produced  no  beneficial  effed; ; on  the  contrary,  the  emigration 
became  greater  than  before,  and  the  roads  were  covered  with 
the  nobles  and  priefts,  who  fled  in  all  directions  ; fome  repaired 
to  England,  others  reached  Auftrian  Flanders  and  the  Electorates, 
but  the  chief  place  of  rendezvous  was  Coblentz.  The  French 
princes  reforted  to  that  city ; the  ancient  houfehold  troops  of  the 
king  were  re-eftablifhed  there,  all  the  ceremonial  of  Verfailles 
was  praCtifed,  and  the  prince  of  Conde  actually  began  to  aflemble 
an  army  of  malecontents. 

On  this,  the  aflembly  palTed  a decree,  declaring  Louis  Stanif- 
laus  Xavier  to  have  forfeited  his  eventual  right  to  the  regency, 
if  he  did  not  return  within  the  fpace  of  two  months  ; by  another,  [Oft.  u.J 
all  the  French  thus  afl'embled  were  proclai.med  traitors ; while 
a third,  drawn  up  in  form  of  a manifefto  *,  and  memorable  on 


* Manifejio  of  the  French  Nation,  decreed  by  the  National  AJfemhly,  December  29, 
1791,  .and  ordered  to  he  delivered  by  the  Minifers  to  all  the  Courts  of  Europe. 

“ At  a moment  when,  for  the  firft  time  fince  the  epoch  of  their  liberty,  the 
French  people  may  fee  themfclves  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  exefcifing  the  terrible 
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SECT.  VIL  many  accounts,  renounced  in  future  all  wars  for  the  fake  of 
aggrandifement.  But  neither  did  the  two  firft  of  thefe,  nor  the 
law  againft  the  nonjuring  clergy,  receive  the  faiidion  of  the 
Royal  veto,  king,  who  oppofed  his  veto; — a conftitutional  but  impolitick 


rights  of  war,  their  reprefentatives  owe  to  Europe,  to  all  mankind,  an  account  of 
the  motives  which  have  guided  their  refolutions,  and  an  expofition  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  direct  their  condu£l. 

“ The  French  nation  renounces  the  idea  of  war  with  the  view  of  making  con- 
qucfts,  and  will  never  employ  her  forces  againft  the  liberty  of  any  ftate.  Such  is 
the  text  of  her  conftitution ; fuch  is  the  facred  vow  upon  which  they  have  con- 
nefted  their  own  happinefs  with  the  happinefs  of  every  other  people,  and  they 
will  be  faithful  to  them. 

“ But  who  can  confider  that  as  a friendly  territory,  in  which  exifts  an  army  wait- 
ing only  the  profpe£l:  of  fuccefs  for  the  moment  of  attack  ? 

“ Is  it  not  equivalent  to  a declaration  of  war,  to  give  places  of  ftrength  not  only 
to  enemies  who  have  already  declared,  but  to  confpirators  who  have  long  fince 
commenced  it  ? Every  thing,  therefore,  impofes  upon  the  powers  eftabliftied  by 
the  conftitution  for  maintaining  the  peace  and  the  fafety  of  the  publick,  the  impe- 
rious law  of  employing  force  againft  rebels,  who,  from  the  bofom  of  a foreign 
land,  threaten  to  tear  their  country  in  pieces. 

“ The  right  of  nations  violated — the  dignity  of  the  French  people  infulted — the 
criminal  abufe  of  the  king’s  name  employed  by  impoftors  to  veil  their  difaftrous 
projefts — diftruft  kept  up  by  finifter  rumours  through  the  whole  empire — the  ob- 
ftacles  occafioned  by  this  diftruft  to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  credit — the  means  of  corruption  exerted  to  delude  and  feduce  the  ci- 
tizens— the  difquiets  which  agitate  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers — the  evils  to 
which,  attempts  the  moft  vain  and  moft  fpeedily  repulfed  may  expofe  them — the 
outrages,  always  unpunifhed,  which  they  have  experienced  on  the  territories, 
where  the  revolted  French  find  an  afylum — the  neceffity  of  not  allowing  the  rebels 
time  to  complete  their  preparations,  or  raife  up  more  dangerous  enemies  againft 
their  country;  fuch  are  our  motives.  Never  did  more  juft  or  more  urgent  exift. 
And  in  the  pifture  which  we  have  drawn,  we  have  rather  foftened  than  over- 
charged our  injuries.  We  have  no  occafion  to  roufe  the  indignation  of  citizens,  in 
order  to  inflame  their  courage, 

“ The  French  nation,  however,  will  never  ceafe  to  confider  as  a friendly  people, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  occupied  by  the  rebels,  and  governed  by  princes 
who  offer  them  proteOrion.  T he  peaceful  citizens,  whofe  country  armies  may 
occupy,  fhall  not  be  treated  by  her  as  enemies,  nor  even  as  fubjefts.  The  publick 
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meafure,  to  which  he  was  induced  by  the  interpofition  of  Lameth  SECT,  vii. 
and  Barnave,  members  of  the  former  affembly,  whom  he  was 
pleafed  to  confult  upon  this  critical  occafion. 

In  fine,  although  Louis  XVI.  appeared  to  have  facrificed 
fome  of  his  prejudices,  he  had  not  regained  his  popularity ; on 


force  of  which  fhe  may  become  the  depofitary,  fhall  not  be  employed,  but  to 
fecure  their  tranquillity  and  maintain  the  laws.  Proud  of  having  regained  the 
rights  of  nature,  fhe  will  never  outrage  them  in  other  men.  Jealous  of  her  inde- 
pendence, determined  to  bury  herfelf  in  her  own  ruins,  rather  than  fufFer  a con- 
ftitution  and  laws  to  be  wrefted  from  her,  or  di£l:ated  to  her,  or  even  an  infulting 
guarantee  of  thofe  fhe  has  formed  for  herfelf,  fhe  will  never  infringe  the  inde- 
pendence of  other  nations.  Her  foldiers  will  condu£t  themfelves  on  a foreign 
territory  as  they  would  on  their  own,  if  forced  to  combat  on  it.  The  involuntary 
evils  which  her  troops  may  occafion,  fhall  be  repaired.  The  afylum  which  fhe 
offers  to  ftrangers,  fhall  not  be  fhut  againll  the  inhabitants  of  countries  whofe 
princes  fhall  have  forced  her  to  attack  them  ; they  fhall  find  a fure  refuge  in  her 
bofom..  Faithful  to  the  engagements  made  in  her  name,  fhe  will  fulfil  them  with 
a generous  exaftnefs  ; but  no  danger  fhall  be  capable  of  making  her  forget  that 
the  foil  of  France  belongs  wholly  to  liberty,  and  that  the  laws  of  equality  ought 
to  be  univerfal.  She  will  prefent  to  the  world  the  new  fpedfacle  of  a nation  truly 
free,  fubmiffive  to  the  laws  of  juftice  amidlt  the  florms  of  war,  and  refpedling 
every-where,  on  every  occafion,  towards  all  men,  the  rights  which  are  the  fame 
to  all. 

“ Peace,  which  impofture,  intrigue,  and  treafon,  have  banifhed,  will  never 
ceafe  to  be  the  firfl  of  our  wifhes.  France  will  take  up  arms,  compelled  to  do  fo 
for  her  fafety  and  her  internal  peace ; and  fhe  will  be  feen  to  lay  them  down  with 
joy  the  moment  fhe  is  alfured  that  there  is  nothing  to  fear  for  that  liberty — fof 
that  equality,  which  is  now  the  only  element  in  which  Frenchmen  can  live.  She 
dreads  not  war,  but  fhe  loves  peace  ; fhe  feels  that  fhe  has  need  of  it ; and  fhe  is 
too  confeious  of  her  flrength  to  dread  the  avowal.  When,  in  requiring  foreign 
nations  to  refpedt  her  repofe,  fhe  took  an  eternal  engagement  not  to  trouble  her 
neighbours,  fhe  might  have  thought  that  fhe  deferved  to  be  liftened  to,  and  that 
this  folemn  declaration,  the  pledge  of  the  tranquillity,  and  the  happinefs  of  other 
ftates,  might  have  merited  the  affedfion  of  princes  who  governed  them  ; but  fuch 
of  thofe  princes  as  apprehend  that  France  would  endeavour  to  excite  internal  agi- 
tations in  other  countries,  fhall  learn  that  the  cruel  right  of  reprifal,  juftified  by 
ufage,  although  condemned  by  nature,  will  not  make  her  refort  to  the  means  em- 
ployed againft  her  own  repofe  j that  fhe  will  be  juft  to  thofe  who  have  not  been^fo 
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SECT.  VII.  the  contrary,  he  was  ftill  accufed  of  hypocrify  and  treachery,  and 
1791.  it  is  only  neceflary  to  take  a fuperficial  view  of  the  ftate  of  the 
kingdom  at  this  eventful  period,  in  order  to  prognofticate  fome 
of  the  various  evils  that  fpeedily  enfued. 


SECTION  VIII. 


SECT.  vni. 


1791. 

State  of  par- 
ties. 


FRANCE,  at  this  moment,  was  divided  into  and  diftradled 
by  contending  parties.  The  king,  averfe  from  a conftitution 
-to  which  he  had  reludiantly  fworn,  intrigued,  both  at  home  and 


to  her ; that  Ihe  will  every-where  pay  as  much  refpedt  to  peace  as  to  liberty  ; and 
that  the  men  who  hill  prefume  to  call  themfelves  the  mailers  of  other  men,  will 
have  nothing  to  dread  from  her  but  the  influence  of  her  example. 

“ The  French  nation  is  free ; and  what  is  more  than  ^o  be  free,  Ihe  has  the 
fentiment  of  freedom.  She  is  free,  Ihe  is  armed  j llie  can  never  be  reduced  to 
llavery.  In  vain  are  intelline  difcords  contemplated  ; the  dangerous  moment  of 
the  reformation  of  her  political  laws  is  expired,  and  Ihe  is  too  wife  to  anticipate 
the  leflbn  of  experience : flie  wilhes  only  to  maintain  her  conftitution,  and  to  de- 
fend it. 

“ The  divifion  of  two  powers  proceeding  from  the  fame  fource,  and  directed  to 
the  fame  end,  the  laft  hope  of  our  enemies,  has  vanilhed  at  the  voice  of  our 
country  in  danger  •,  and  the  king,  by  the  folemnity  of  his  proceedings,  by  the 
franknefs  of  his  meafures,  fhews  to  Europe  the  French  nation  ftrong  in  her  means 
of  defence  and  profperity. 

“ Refigned  to  the  evils  which  the  enemies  of  the  human  race  united  againft  her 
may  make  her  fuffer,  fhe  will  triumph  over  them  by  her  patience  and  her  courage ; 
vi£lorious,  Ihe  will  feek  neither  indemnification  nor  vengeance. 

“ Such  are  the  fentiments  of  a generous  people,  which  their  reprefentatives  do 
themfelves  honour  in  exprelfing.  Such  are  the  proje£ls  of  the  new  political 
fyftem  which  they  have  adopted : — to  repel  force,  to  refill  opprelfion,  to  forget  all 
when  they  have  nothing  more  to  fear  j and  to  treat  adverfaries,  if  vanqulfhed,  as 
brothers ; if  reconciled,  as  friends.  Thefe  are  the  wilhes  of  all  the  French,  and 
this  is  the  war  which  they  declare  againft  their  enemies.” 
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abroad,  to  produce  a counter-revolution.  Around  the  royal  SECT.  viir. 
ftandard  appeared  to  be  aflembled  a remnant  of  the  ancient  no-  1791. 
bility,  and  all  thofe  devoted  by  place,  fentiment,  attachment,  cor- 
ruption, or  prejudice,  to  the  crown.  On  the  other  hand,  the  popular 
caufe  was  fuftained  in  the  legiflative  aiTembly  by  a decided  ma- 
jority ; Paris,  Bourdeaux,  Marfeilles,  all  the  great  cities  now  par- 
ticipating in  a municipal  jurifdid;ion,  were  devoted  to  it ; and  as 
it  had  as  yet  been  uncontaminated  by  excefs,  a large  portion  of 
the  population  of  Europe  beheld  the  new  order  of  affairs  with  a fa- 
vourable eye.  Many  of  the  troops  of  the  line,  indeed,  ftill  enter- 
tained a fecret  enmity  to  a conftitution  which,  while  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  benefit  the  people,  and  even  themfelves,  leffened  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  prince ; but  an  immenfe  multitude  of  na- 
tional guards,  faithful  alike  to  their  intereflis  and  their  oaths,  were 
determined  to  maintain  their  new-born  liberties,  at  the  expence 
of  every  thing  dear  to  them.  The  afcendancy  of  the  metropolis, 
now  become  the  joint  refidence  of  the  affembly  and  the  king, 
contributed  alfo  to  give  a decided  preponderance  to  the  patriots, 
while  the  aftonifhing  influence  of  the  prefs  fcarcely  admits  of 
calculation.  Every  printing-houfe  in  the  capital  teemed  with  The  prefs. 
productions  ; and,  in  addition  to  innumerable  hand  and  polling 
bills,  journals,  and  regular  periodical  works,  it  has  been  ellimated 
that,  during  the  firll  years  of  the  revolution,  no  lefs  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pamphlets  iffued  weekly  from  the  Ihops  of 
the  bookfellers. 

Newfpapers  of  all  kinds,  fizes,  forms,  and  prices,  from  two 
duodecimo  pages  to  two  Iheets,  and  from  a halfpenny  to  a 
livre^  were  regularly  publilhed  to  the  amount  of  about  forty ; 
fome  at  break  of  day,  fome  early  in  the  morning,  fome  at  noon, 
and  fome  at  night : two  or  three  were  dedicated  to  the  debates  of 
the  legiflative  body  alone ; one  was  folely  occupied  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Jacobins,  another  of  the  Cordeliers,  a third  of 
the  Fcuillans.  A journal  was  exprefsly  confined  to  the  inllruc- 
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SECT..VIII.  tJon  of  the  armies  ; another  was  confecrated  to  the  Information 
1701.  of  the  peafantry  alone  ; a third  was  calculated  to  infpire  patriotifin 
in  the  remote  departments.  The  royalifts  poflefled  a few ; the 
democratical  party  a multitude ; the  conftitutionalifts  counte- 
nanced two  or  three ; the  minifters  alfo  had  their  favourite  pa- 
pers : and  the  king  himfelf  was  perfuaded  to  wafte  his  civil  lift 
on,  and  derive  a precarious  and  equivocal  fupport  from,  the 
labours  of  a few  obfcure  editors. 

Mira  BEAU  had  been  the  firft  deputy  who  recurred  to  this 
obvious  mode  of  acquiring  popularity,  and  promoting  the  interefts 
of  his  party*.  Robefpierre,  however,  and  even  Roederer,  attempted 
it  afterwards  without  fuccefs ; but  the  writings  of  Condorcet, 
Cerutti,  Briflbt,  Mercier,  Carra,  and  many  others,  had  a pro- 
digious influence  on  the  publick  mind  f j and  it  muft  be  allowed, 


* “ Lettres  de  Mirabeau  a fes  Commettans.’*  It  may  afford  fome  idea  of  the  ex- 
peGatlons  excited  by  the  author,  to  remark,  that  the  fubfcription  for  the  firft  three 
months,  paid,  as  was  ufual  in  France,  by  anticipation,  amounted  to  more  than 
30,000  livres,  or  1312I.  los.  fterling. 

f It  may  not  prove  uninterefting,  perhaps,  to  dedicate  this  note  to  a catalogue 
of  the  principal  newfpapers  publifhed  about  this  period  in  the  capital ; 

I.  POPULAR  JOURNALS. 

1 . Lettres  de  Miraheau  h fes  Commettans.  The  publication  of  this  newfpaper,  in 
the  form  of  a pamphlet,  was  prohibited  for  fome  time  by  order  of  the  court,  in 
the  early  part  of  1789  ; but  it  was  afterwards  refumed  under  the  name  of 

2.  Le  Courier  de  Provence y the  fale  and  influence  of  which  were  prodigious. 

3.  Le  Moniteury  one  folio  fheet,  with  an  Appendix,  fometimes  of  two,  and 
fometimes  of  four  pages.  This  has  always  been,  and  ftill  continues,  a refpedtable 
and  moderate  journal. 

4.  Le  Chronique  de  Parlsy  4to.  Condorcet  wrote  fome  time  for  this  paper,  and 
that  circumftance  contributed  chiefly  to  its  celebrity. 

5.  Le  Patriote  Frangoisy  firft  condudled  by  Briflbt,  and  then  by  Girey  Dupre. 
It  was  originally  publiflied  in  1789,  and  remained  in  great  requeft  until  the  triumph 
of  the  Jacobins  oVer  the  Girondifts,  on  which  occafion  the  prclfes  were  deftroyed. 

6.  Le  Thermometrey  printed  in  the  houfe  of  Roland,  while  mjnifter  gf  the  Home 
Department. 

7.  Le 
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that  their  compofitlons  were  far  fuperior  to  thofe  of  their  SECIV\^ 
antagonifts.  1791- 

In  addition  to  various  other  caufes,  by  means  of  which  the 
publick  opinion  was  perpetually  agitated,  one  of  the  moft 


7.  Le  Pohit  de  'Jour ; this  contained  an  analyfis  of  the  debates  of  the  aflembly, 
and  was  ably  executed.  As  Barrere  was  the  editor,  it  may  excite  furprife  to 
learn  that  it  was  written  with  great  moderation,  and  that  the  king  was  always 
treated  in  it  with  refpe£l; : but  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that  the  years  1790, 
1791,  and  1792,  are  here  only  alluded  to. 

8.  Le  Republicain^  ou  le  Defenfeur  du  Governement  Reprefe7itatif.  Two  numbers 
of  this  only  were  publiflied ; the  return  of  the  king  having  rendered  a journal  of 
this  kind  premature. 

9.  La  Decade  H'tftoriquey  by  Rcederer,  one  of  the  Gx  members  who  remained 
with  the  Jacobins  ; he  is  a confufed  writer,  and  has  always  varied  his  principles 
according  to  the  times. 

Id.  La  Feuille  Villageoife,  4to. ; a paper  written  with  equal  ability  and  Gmplicity, 
by  Cerutti : it  was  intended  chiefly  for  the  peafantry  and  inhabitants  of  the  country. 

11.  Le  Journal  de  Paris,  4to. ; an  analyfis  of  the  debates  of  the  legiflative  body, 
with  able  remarks,  was  given  daily  in  this  paper  for  fome  time,  by  Condorcet. 

12.  La  Sentinelle,  a journal  written  with  great  ability  by  Louvet,  printed  in  , 
large  letters,  and  polled  againfl  the  walls.  Upwards  of  20,000  of  fome  of  the 
numbers  were  publilhed,  and  the  expence  defrayed  by  Roland  : it  was  equally 
holtile  to  the  royalills  and  anarchifls. 

13.  Les  Annales  Politiques  ^ Littiraires,  4to.  by  Mercier  and  Carra.  Thefe  two 
members  wrote  with  great  bitternefs,  and  even  intemperance  ; in  confequence  of 
which  their  labours,  particularly  thofe  of  Carra,  were  read  with  an  uncommon 
degree  of  avidity  in  the  capital,  the  provinces,  and  even  in  the  armies. 

14.  Journal  General  de  V Europe,  by  Lebrun,  afterwards  minilter  for  foreign 
affairs : this  was  confined  chiefly  to  the  external  political  relations  of  France. 

II.  INCENDIARY  JOURNALS. 

1.  VAini  du  Peuple,  written  by  Marat,  at  once  the  enemy  and  the  opprobrium 
of  the  human  race.  This  journal  continually  preached  up  murder,  malfacre,  and 
profeription  ; the  pen  of  the  author  was  fuppofed  to  be  under  the  fupervifion  and 
controul  of  Robefpierre  and  Danton. 

2.  L’Union,  ou  Journal  de  la  Liberie,  conducted  by  Robefpierre,  before  he  had 
acquired  any  degree  of  celebrity  ; it  Was  written  with  extreme  violence,  and  dif- 
played  neither  talle  nor  genius. 


VOL.  I. 
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3.  VOra- 
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SECT.  VIII.  powerful  engines  recurred  to  during  the  whole  revolutionary 
1791.  warfare,  ftill  remains  to  be  mentioned  : this  is  the  fociety  of  the 
jacobins. 

Jacobins.  Lanjuinais,  a deputy  to  the  ftates-general,  and  a prefident 
of  the  national  aflembly,  was  the  founder  of  that  celebrated 
political  fed:,  which,  like  the  rota  at  Weftminfter  during  the  pro- 
tedorate  of  Cromwell,  and  the  portico  of  the  Bretons  in  the 
royal  palace  of  Blois  during  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  difcufled  a 
variety  of  important  queftions,  and  inveftigated  the  means 


3.  L'Orateur  du  Peuple,  firft  publifliedin  1789,  edited  by  the  deputy  Freron,  the 
godfon  of  Staniflaus  king  of  Poland,  and  fon  of  the  antagonift  of  Voltaire.  This 
was  always  confidered  as  a violent  journal. 

4.  Le  Courier  de  Parisy  written  by  Gorfas  : a paper  devoted  to  the  jacobins. 

5.  Le  Journal  des  Revolutions  de  Parisy  by  Prudhomme,  originally  a printer  and 
bookbinder,  and  termed,  with  great  propriety,  the  “ Therfites  of  the  Revolution.” 
This  alfo  was  a violent  and  inflammatory  publication. 

6.  Les  Revolutions  de  France  de  Brabant y by  Camille  Defmoullns,  who  termed 
himfelf  (le  procureur-general  de  lanterne)  the  attorney-general  of  the  lantern.  He 
afterwards  publifhed  Le  Vieux  Cordeliery  in  which  he  preached  up  clemency  and 
moderation : this  new  dodrine  offended  the  terrorifts,  and  occafioned  his  own 
death. 

7.  Le  Pere  Duchene,  a low  contemptible  journal,  replete  with  oaths  and  ribaldry. 

8.  Le  Frihun  du  Peuplcy  by  Baboeuf ; like  the  former,  violent  and  incendiary. 

III.  ROYALIST,  OR  COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY,  GAZETTES. 

1.  La  Logographcy  in  folio,  the  largefl  journal  in  point  of  fize  ever  publifhed  in 
Europe.  This  was  intended  to  counterbalance  Le  Moniteur ; and  it  would  appear 
from  the  documents  produced  by  Valadi,  on  his  majefty’s  trial,  that  the  king 
rewarded  the  zeal  of  the  undertakers  with  34,560  livres. 

2.  Le  Mercurcy  i2mo.  publifhed  once  a- week;  the  political  part  was  conduded 
with  great  ability  by  Mallet  du  Pan,  who  enjoyed  the  fecret  protedion  of  the  king, 
during  the  years  1789,  1790,  1791,  and  part  of  1792. 

3.  Le  Journal  de  la  Cour  de  la  Ville,  by  Gautier ; a violent  paper,  on  the 
fide  of  the  royal  party. 

4.  Le  Rnyalijle,  and  5.  Le  Gazette  de  Paris,  both  by  Durofoi,  afterward  executed. 

6.  Le  Poflillon  de  la  Guerre^  It  appears  from  one  of  the  papers  found  in  the 

pofTefTion  of  M.  Septeuil,  that  the  editor  received  8000  livres,  as  a gratification 
ffom  the  king. 
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of  enfuring  the  fafety  and  profperity  of  the  ftate.  It  originated  in  SECT.  vm. 
1789,  under  the  denomination  of  the  Breton  Club,  in  con-  1791. 
fequence  of  having  been  firfl  eftabliflied  by  the  reprefentatives  of 
Britanny ; when  it  was  afterwards  frequented  by  feveral  of  the 
deputies  from  the  other  provinces  alfo,  the  members  alTumed  the 
appellation  of  “ The  Friends  of  the  People but  they  were  at 
length  better  known  by  the  place  where  they  aflembled,  which 
was  called  the  hall  of  the  Jacobins,  from  having  formerly 
belonged  to  a fraternity  of  dominican  friars,  whofe  patron  faint 
was  of  that  name.  The  moft  celebrated  orators,  patriots,  and 
politicians,  for  fome  time  after  the  inftitution,  confidered.  it  as  an 
admirable  engine  for  the  fuftenance  of  the  publick  caufe.  All  the 
zealots  of  democracy,  all  the  decided  enemies  to  the  court,  all 
the  foes  to  the  privileged  orders,  and  many  of  the  moft  virtuous 
and  moderate  members  of  the  aflembly,  at  firft  appertained  to  it. 

Its  afcendancy  was  not  confined  to  Paris : with  every  city,  and 
with  almoft  every  village  throughout  France,  it  kept  up  a conftant 
intercourfe  by  means  of  twenty  thoufand  affiUated  clubs,  which 
looked  up  to  the  central  meeting  in  the  capital  as  a mother  fociety, 
imbibed  all  its  notions,  diffufed  all  its  opinions,  and  propagated 
all  its  alarms.  Such  was  its  influence,  that  the  legiflative 
body  was  often  guided  by  its  decifions,  the  foldiers  were  per- 
mitted to  leave  their  barracks  in  order  to  frequent  its  galleries, 
while  the  red  cap  of  the  prefident  was  feen  by  turns  encircling 
the  brows  of  the  mayor  of  Paris  eledted  by  the  people,  and 
the  minifter  * of  ftate  nominated  by  the  king. 

But  although  its  power  had  greatly  increafed,  its  character 
was  manifeftly  on  the  wane.  The  incendiary  motions,  the  out- 
rageous proceedings,  and  the  equivocal  characters  of  many  of  the 


* Pache  and  Petion,  as  well  as  Montmorin  and  Dumouriez,  were  members  of 
and  frequented  the  hall  of  the  Jacobins. 
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SECT.  VIII.  ruling  members,  had  caft  an  indelible  ftain  on  a fociety  which, 
1791.  after  counterbalancing  the  influence  of  the  court,  and  efficacioufly 
ferving  the  publick  caufe,  by  the  talents  and  zeal  of  thofe  who 
had  acquired  for  it  a dangerous  pre-eminence,  was  likely,  at  no 
diftant  period,  to  endanger  the  fabrick  of  national  liberty,  by  its 
unqualified  violence.  The  greater  part  of  the  deputies,  and  fome 
refpedlable  private  individuals,  had  accordingly  withdrawn,  while 
the  names  of  many  of  thofe  moft  confpicuous  for  their  virtue, 
patriotifm,  and  oratorical  powers,  were  erafed  from  the  lift  of 
members ; and  the  committees  were  now  regulated  and  the  chair 
filled  according  to  the  fecret  fuggeftions  of  two  or  three  ambitious 
and  afpiririg  individuals. 

Leadin^^  MAXIMILIAN  Robespierre,  a native  of  Arras,  and  an 
members.  advocate  by  profeffion,  might  even  at  this  period  be  efteemed  the 
principal  leader.  He  had  fat  in  the  ftates-general  as  a repre- 
fentative  of  the  third- eft  ate  of  the  province  where  he  was  born  ; 
and  although  unable  to  acquire  any  celebrity  in  fo  diftinguiftied  an 
aifembly  by  his  eloquence,  he  at  length  found  means  to  render 
' himfelf  confpicuous,  by  a fteady  oppofition  to  every  thing  that 

refembled  a deviation  from  principles,  or  an  abufe  of  authority. 
The  excefs  of  his  afie<fted  humanity  was  fuch,  that  when  the 
articles  of  the  criminal  code  were  dicuifed  this  man,  doomed 
hereafter  to  make  the  blood  of  his  fellow-citizens  flow  in  torrents 
by  the  hands  of  the  executioner,  expreflTed  the  moft  decided 
abhorrence  to  the  punifhment  of  death,  and  declared  for  the 
immediate  abolition  of  fo  cruel,  fo  ufelefs,  and  fo  fanguinary  a 
punifhment. 

On  the  revifion  of  the  conftitution,  he  perfifted  in  his  former 
fentiments  with  an  uniformity  fo  much  the  more  remarkable,  as 
many  of  the  other  deputies  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  relinquifti 
their  principles,  in  confequence  of  the  largeffes  of  the  court. 
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This  circumftance  alone  tended  not  a little  to  his  celebrity  ; and  SECT.  viii. 
as  his  hands  at  no  period  of  his  life,  even  when  polluted  with 
human  gore,  were  ftained  by  lucre  or  rapacity,  he  now  began  to 
acquire,  and  in  fome  ineafure  deferved,  the  title  of  “ incorrup- 
tible.” An  altar,  eredted  in  the  name  of  publick  gratitude  in  the 
Champ  de  Mars  was  infcribed  with  his  name  ; and  on  the  diflb- 
lution  of  the  conftituting  affembly,  a triumph,  fomewhat  refembling 
the  ancient  ovation,  was  decreed  to  him  by  popular  efteem ; for 
when  he  and  Petion  left  the  hall,  they  were  placed  in  an  open 
carriage,  crowned  with  oak,  and  drawn  home  amidft  the  excla- 
mations t of  an  applauding  multitude. 

Soon  after  this  he  was  nominated  to  a refpedlable  office,  ana- 
logous to  his  original  profeffion,  in  the  criminal  tribunal  of 
Paris  :{: ; but  he  fuddenly  refigned  that  fituation,  and  dedicated 
all  his  time  to  the  organifation  of  the  jacobin  fociety,  over 
which  he  had  acquired  but  little  or  no  influence,  while  the 
Girondifts  were  allowed  to  give  an  aufpicious  diredtion  to  its 
labours  by  means  of  their  wifdom,  and  to  make  its  walls  re-echo 
with  their  eloquence. 

' But  when  it  was  abandoned  by  moft  of  the  other  deputies, 
Robefpierre,  one  of  the  fix  § who  remained,  adted  frequently  as 
prefident  j],  and  at  length  acquired  a complete  afcendancy. 


* A CELUI  (>UI  A BIEN 

merite' 

delapatrie: 

ROBESPIERRE. 

f “ Voila  I’amis  du  peuple,  le  grand  defcnfeurs  de  la  liberte!”* 

I That  of  “ accufateur  public,”  fomewhat  like  our  attorney-general : he  was , 
appointed  in  June,  1791. 

§ Rcederer,  Buzot,  Petion,  Antoine,  and  the  two  Robefpierres. 

II  It  was  he  who  prefided  March  19,  1792,  when  Dumouriez,  juft  nominated  to 
the  department  for  foreign  affairs,  found  it  neceffary  to  court  popularity,  by  pre- 
fenting  himfelf  to  the  fociety.  After  giving  the  fraternal  embrace  to  the  new  nii- 
nifter,  he  placed  the  bonnet  rouge  on  his  head,  and  addreffed  him  as  follows  in  a 
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SECT. VIII.  Gloomy,  vlndidlve,  ferocious,  and  at  once  replete  with  cowardice 
1791.  and  malignity,  fuch  was  his  matchlefs  hypocrify,  that  he  concealed 
his  real  character  until  he  had  triumphed  over  his  enemies ; and 
fuch  his  unabating  envy,  that  he  confidered  all  thofe  as  foes, 
whofe  fuperiour  talents  and  virtues  had  procured  them  a place  in 
the  publick  efteem.  As  yet  his  reputation  was  unftained  by 
crimes,'  but  even  now  he  appeared  to  be  fecretly  contemplating  an 
original  and  monftrous  fpecies  of  dominion  unknown  before  in 
any  age  or  country,  and  alike  alarming  on  account  of  its  novelty 
and  atrocity.  The  jacobins  were  the  engine  by  means  of  which  he 
purpofed  to  execute  the  fuggeftions  of  a gloomy  ambition ; and 
crimes  which  a Nero  or  Caligula  would  fcarcely  have  dared  to 
dream  of,  although  invefted  with  the  imperial  purple,  and 
furrounded  by  the  fatellites  of  defpotifm,  were  at  length  achieved 
with  facility  by  a private  individual,  and  that  too  in  the  name 
of  “ liberty  !” 

Da  NTON,  firft  the  affociate,  then  the  vidim  of  Robefpierre, 
and  like  him  alfo  an  advocate  by  profeflion,  feemed  to  be 
intended  by  nature  for  the  tempeftuous  period  in  which  he 
lived,  and  the  bold  and  decifive  charadler  which  he  aflumed. 
At  once  tall  and  athletic,  he  poflelTed  a figure  formed  to  infpire 
awe,  a ftentorian  voice,  which  kept  alive  the  attention  of  the 
moft  numerous  alTembly,  and  a bold  and  fpecious  eloquence, 
admirably  calculated  to  impofe  upon  the  multitude.  Not  content 
with  adting  a confpicuous  part  in  the  jacobin  fociety,  he  inftituted 
the  cordeliers,  and  became  at  once  their  founder  and  their  chief. 
Open,  daring,  generous,  and  unreferved,  he  exhibited  fome  good 
qualities  in  conjundlion  with  many  vices,  but  he  was  confumed  by 
a devouring  ambition. 

Marat,  a native  of  Neufchatel  in  Switzerland,  was  the 

fevere  tone  of  voice : “ If  Dumouriez  but  continue  as  he  has  begun,  he  w^ill  find 
in  each  of  us  a brother  j yet,”  added  he,  “ I am  ready  to  confefs,  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  find  a minifter  and  a citizen  in  the  fame  perfon.” 


INTRODUCTION. 


CXIX 


creature  of  the  two  former,  who  not  unfrequently  protected  him  SECT.viii. 
from  punifhment,  and  dire<3;ed  both  his  pen  and  his  vengeance.  1791. 

A dwarf  in  ftature,  with  a head  difproportionably  large  for  his 
body,  nature  feems  fo  have  marked  him  at  his  birth  with  the 
feal  of  reprobation,  on  purpofe  to  warn  mankind  to  beware  of 
him.  Adfuated  by  a warm  and  perturbed  imagination,  he  calmly 
formed  theoretical  plans  of  vengeance  which  would  have  ftaggered 
any  of  the  tyrants  of  antiquity,  and  calculated  by  hundreds  of 
thoufands  the  numbers  of  his  vidims.  After  prefcribing  for 
horfes  he  affeded  to  inform  and  inftrud  men,  and  adually 
became  an  author  and  a legiflator : but  his  ferocious  opinions 
appeared  to  be  written  with  blood  rather  than  with  ink  ; the  only 
laws  prepounded  by  him,  refembled  plans  of  profcription ; 
while  fire,  daggers,  fecret  murders,  and  open  affaffinations, 
became  the  conftant  hopes  and  favourite  figures  of  his  diftorted 
eloquence.  But,  however  dangerous  he  may  appear,  this  wretch 
would  have  proved  impotent  from  the  very  excefs  of  his  mifchief 
alone,  had  he  not  ferved  as  an  inftrument  to  abler  men,  who  at 
the  fame  time  praifed,  employed,  blamed,  and  defpifed  him. 

Such  were  the  prefent  leaders  of  that  famous  club,  deftined 
in  a fhort  time  to  regulate  the  fate  of  an  empire  ; but  they  had 
not  as  yet  fully  difclofed  their  real  charad:ers  to  the  broad  glare 
of  day  : and  while  they  were  fupported  by  a multitude  of  danger- 
ous and  daring  adventurers,  colleded  from  all  parts  of  France  and 
of  Europe,  whofe  names  had  been  lately  enrolled  on  the  records 
of  the  fociety,  it  is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  they  were  alfo  hailed 
as  the  friends  of  their  country,  by  a crowd  of  honeft  but  de- 
luded followers ; nor  would  they  have  ever  been  fuffered  to 
acquire  a fatal  pre-eminence,  had  it  not  been  for  the  open 
hoftility  of  the  queen  to-  the  new  conftitution,  and  to  the  very 


* He  is  faid  to  have  a£led  as  a veterinary  furgeon  in  the  ftables  of  the  count 
d’ Artois. 
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SECT. VIII.  name  of  liberty  ; the  weak,  wavering,  and  fufpicious  conduct  of 
1791.  Louis  XVI.;  the  impolitick  and  infulting  interference  on  the  part 
of  foreign  powers ; and  finally,  a war  equally  hoftile  and 
repugnant  to  the  pride,  freedom,  and  independence  of  a great 
nation. 

Feuilian?.  While  the  pi'cfent  leaders  of  the  jacobins  fcarcely  concealed 
their  wifhes  to  dethrone  the  king,  and  either  nominate  a new 
dynafty  to  the  throne,  or  eredt  a republick  on  its  ruins,  a rival 
fociety  exifted,  the  members  of  which,  under  a name  * expreffive 
of  an  implicit  attachment  to  the  new  conftitution,  were  defirous 
of  a legiflature  confifting  of  two  houfes ; many  of  them  alfo 
had  now  made  their  peace  with  the  court,  and  were  even  devoted 
to  it.  In  confequence  of  a fchifm  among  “ the  friends  of  the 
people,”  Talleyrand,  then  bifhop  of  Autun  ; Emery,  a member 
of  the  affembly  ; the  dukes  de  Rochefaucauld  and  Liancourt ; the 
two  Lameths  ; La  Fayette,  and  many  others,  had  left  that  cele- 
brated fociety  and  determined  to  found  another.  They  at  firfl; 
aflembled  in  the  magnificent  hotel  belonging  to  the  younger 
Crillon,  fon  of  the  conqueror  of  Minorca;  and  when  they  became 
more  numerous,  alTumed  the  appellation  of  “ The  Club  of  1789 
but  they  were  afterwards  better  known  by  the  name  of  the  con- 
vent of  the  Feuillans,  which  they  hired,  becaufe  the  hall,  by  being 
large  and  capacious,  was  calculated  for  their  debates. 

Their  former  affociates,  perceiving  them  to  be  formidable, 
alfeded  to  wifh  for  a reunion,  and  accordingly  fent  a deputation 
for  that  purpofe  ; but  the  feuillans  haughtily  rejeded  the  pro- 
pofition — a circumftance  which  their  rivals  well  knew  how  to 
turn  to  their  advantage,  and  foon  found  means  not  only  to  render 
them  fufpeded  by  the  people,  but  even  at  length  to  annihilate 
them  as  a deliberative  body. 

While  thefe  two  formidable  focieties  evinced  a rooted  hatred 
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to  eacli  other,  and  were  both  in  their  turn  detefted  by  the  royalifts, 
the  legiflative  aflembly,  neither  equal  in  point  of  talents  nor  of  1791. 

energy  to  the  ftates-general,  began  to  be  fplit  into  parties,  and  at 
times  exhibited  fome  prefages  of  that  intolerant  fpirit  which,  fembly : 
foon  after  the  convocation  of  the  convention,  involved  France  in 
blood  and  calamity.  The  power  and  influence  of  the  court,  however, 
ftill  contributed  to  produce  a certain  degree  of  apparent  union 
againft  the  common  enemy  of  all ; and  it  was  not  until  the  royal 
family  had  been  made  prifoners,  and  the  monarchy  itfelf  was  dif- 
folved,  that  the  blood  of  the  advocates  of  liberty  flowed  on  the 
fame  fcaffbld  that  had  received  the  vi<Slims  of  ariftocracy  ; and  the 
founders  of  the  republick  began  to  proferibe  each  other  with  an 
envenomed  rancour,  that  admitted  neither  of  compromife  nor 
of  mercy. 

The  Girondifts,  fo  called  from  the  department  whence  they 
were  deputed,  pofTeiTed  great  influence  in  the  legiflative  body  at 
this  period,  and  were  equally  celebrated  for  their  talents  and 
integrity  ; but  they  were  far  better  calculated  to  rule  in  the 
halcyon  days  of  tranquillity,  than  to  prefide  amidft  the  awful 
ftorm  that  was  about  to  enfue. 

Verginaux,  a native  of  Limoges,  and  one  of  the  repre- its  Member*, 
fentatives  for  Bourdeaux,  had  been  bred  to  the  bar ; but  he  was 
better  calculated  by  nature  for  the  part  now  performed  by  him 
in  a popular  aflTembly.  He  was  adluated  by  a marked  antipathy 
againft  the  fugitive  princes  and  nobility,  whom  he  confidered  as 
rebels ; againft  the  refradlory  priefts,  whom  he  wiflied  to  punifh 
as  ftirrers  up  of  fedition  j and  againft  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  which 
he  accufed  of  having  fomented  all  the  plots  and  difturbances  in 
France.  Devoted  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  his  country,  he 
was  at  once  refolute,  able,  and  indolent.  He  difputed  the  palm, 
of  eloquence  with  the  moft  celebrated  orators  of  the  fecond 
aflembly  ; and,  of  all  his  countrymerq  was  inferiour  to  Mirabeau 
alone. 
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Gensonne',  like  the  former,  an  advocate  of  Bourdeaux,  was 
1791.  at  the  fame  time  his  rival  as  a rhetorician,  and  his  friend  in  re- 
fpe(ff  to ' political  opinions.  His  fentiments  on  all  occafions 
polTefled  great  weight ; and  he  may  be  confidered  as  govern- 
ing his  party  no  lefs  by  means  of  the  happy  effufions  of  a 
fpontaneous  eloquence  in  the  aflembly,  than  the  indefatigable 
adlivity  difplayed  by  him  in  its  committees. 

‘ Guadet,  lately  prefident  of  the  criminal  tribunal  of  the 
Gironde,  was  replete  with  animation  and  talents,  but  never 
proved  fo  fuccefsful  as  when  he  appealed  to  the  paflions.  His 
youth  alone  had  prevented  him  from  fitting  in  the  conftituting 
aflembly  j in  the  legiflative  he  did  not  fail  to  attain  confiderable 
reputation,  and  being  an  enemy  to  tyranny  of  every  kind,  he 
was  equally  defirous  to  punilh  the  fanguinary  demagogues  who 
mifled  the  people,  and  the  perfidious  courtiers  who  ruled  the 
king. 

Brissot,  the  chairman  of  the  diplomatick  committee,  and  a 
laborious  rather  than  an  eloquent  man,  polTelTed  fuch  fway  in  the 
affembly,  that  a portion  of  the  deputies  in  oppofition  to  the 
court  was  denominated  after  him.  The  fon  of  an  obfcure 
plebeian,  but  originally  bred  to  the  bar,  he  publifhed  feveral 
works  on  criminal  jurifprudence,  all  of  which  are  rendered 
more  confpicuous  on  account  of  the  marked  hatred  to  injuftice 
evinced  by  the  author,  than  any  eminent  difplay  of  talents. 

' . Attached  to  a republican  form  of  government,  he  was  ever 

watchful  and  fufpicious  of  the  throne ; well  acquainted  with  the 
extent  of  the  queen’s  influence,  he  was  perpetually  denouncing 
an  ^ujirian  committee^  that  interpofed  fometimes  between  the 
king  and  his  minifters,  and  at  other  times  between  his  majefty 
and  the  alTembly.  His  enemies,  like  himfelf  impetuous,  were 
always  eager  to  aflTail  his  character,  yet  they  could  neither  jufiify 
their  own  rancour,  nor  impeach  his  honefty,  for  he  conftantly 
refuted  their  aflTertions  by  fads.  They  accufed  him  of  being  a * 
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creature  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  in  whofe  chancery  he  had  occupied  SECT.  VI  il. 
a place,  and  defirous  to  place  that  prince  on  the  throne  ; but 
he  poflefled  an  independent  mind,  and  was  a determined  enemy 
to  monarchy : they  infmuated  alfo,  that  he  found  means  to 
appropriate  the  publick  money  to  his  own  ufe  j but  he  lived  and 
died  in  poverty. 

Zealous  to  fupport  the  honour  of  his  nation,  and  avenge 
the  protedlion  given  to  the  emigrants  by  foreign  powers,  he  was 
defirous  of  a war,  without  which,  in  his  opinion,  liberty  could 
not  be  maintained : the  love  of  freedom,  in  others  a fentiment, 
had  in  fome  meafure  become  a prejudice  with  him,  for  he  had 
been  Imprifoned  in  the  Baftille } and  it  was  his  fingular  good 
fortune  to  have  been  prefented,  as  prefident  of  a committee  of 
his  diflrid,  with  the  keys  of  that  odious  prifon  in  which  he 
was  once  entombed,  on  its  capture  by  the  Parifians. 

CoNDORCET,  one  of  the  forty  members  of  the  French  aca- 
demy, has  been  already  noticed  as  a man  of  letters,  but  not  as  a 
politician.  Attached  to  the  ancient  inftitutions  of  Greece  and 
of  Rome,  he  became  a republican  by  lludy  and  refledlion  ; and 
although  born  a noble,  he  was  yet  an  enemy  to  nobility.  It  was 
always  his  opinion  that  the  king  had  betrayed  the  nation,  and 
he  more  than  once  moved  that  his  majefty  fhould  be  fufpended 
from  the  exercife  of  the  royal  fundlions  : his  name  conferred 
a luftre  on  the  party  that  he  fupported,  and  he  contributed  greatly 
by  his  writings  to  the  changes  that  enfued. 

Such  were  the  principal  leaders  of  a party,  fometlmes  termed 
the  Girondifts,  and  fometimes  the  BrllTotins,  which,  at  the  epoch 
we  now  allude  to,  maintained  a fteady  preponderance  in  the  legif- 
lative  affembly,  as  well  as  in  the  city  of  Paris,  Petion  the  mayor, 
and  many  of  the  municipal  magiftrates,  being  devoted  to  it ; this 
celebrated  body,  however,  had  long  ceafed  to  enjoy  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Jacobins,  who,  actuated  by  violent  counfels  and  de- 
fperate  leaders,  were  preparing  to  triumph  over  all  oppofition,  and, 
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SECT.  viir.  by  means  of  a condud  equally  audacious  and  fuccefsful,  finally 
1791.  prevailed.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  king  had  at  length  found 
it  neceflary  to  confiilt  their  wifhes  relative  to  the  formation  of  the 
new  cabinet : — a meafure  evidently  difagreeable,  being  impofed 
upon  him  folely  by  the  force  of  popular  opinion  ; and  he  accord- 
ingly feized  the  firft  opportunity  afforded  by  the  difcordant  opinions 
of  the  members  to  diffolve  it,  and  nominate  another  more  pliant 
and  conformable  to  his  wifhes. 

Upwards  of  forty  different  minifters,  during  the  fhort  fpace 
of  fourteen  years,  had  already  been  called  in  at  different  times 
to  fupport  the  tottering  edifice  of  the  monarchy.  Louis  XVI. 

' had  by  turns  employed  the.  frivolous  Maurepas,  the  virtuous 

Turgot,  the  indefatigable  Sartine,  the  politick  Vergennes,  the 
weak  and  tyrannical  Brienne,  the  faulty  but  well-meaning  La- 
maignon,  the  amiable  Malefherbes,  the  prodigal  Calonne,  the 
economical  Necker,  the  wily  Montmorin,  and  the  impotent  De- 
leffart : of  thefe,  not  above  two  or  three  exhibited  any  talents 
for  government ; the  others  contributed  in  their  turn,  lefs  by  their 
wifhes  than  their  mifcondud,  to  the  revolution. 

The  prefent,  which  the  courtiers  affeded  to  term  fometimes 
the  jacobin,  and  fometimes  the  fans  culotte  adminifrationy  confifled 
of  fix  members,  and  exhibited  a ftriking  contraft,  both  in  refped 
to  talents  and  principles.  Dumouriez,  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs,  had  been  a foldier  of  fortune ; he  was  employed  in  1757, 
,as  a commiffary  at  war,  in  the  army  of  M.  d’Etrees,  and  having 
conceived  an  attachment  to  a military  life,  procured  a cornetcy 
of  horfe,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Emftetten.  After 
having  obtained  the  rank  of  a captain,  he  was  difmiffed  at  the 
end  of  the  war  with  the  crofs  of  St.  Louis,  which  he  had  merited 
by  his  bravery,  and  a penfion,  no  part  of  which  was  ever  re- 
ceived by  him. 

Being  induced  partly  by  a reftlefs  difpofition,  and  partly  by 
poverty,  he  became  an  adventurer,  in  which  capacity  he  repaired 
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to  Italy,  where,  like  the  Condittori  of  a former  century,  he  of- 
fered  his  fword  and  his  fervices  to  any  ftate  or  party  that  would  1791. 
employ  him.  Thefe  being  rejedfed,  both  by  Paoli  and  the 
Genoefe,  who  were  then  fighting  for  the  pofiefiion  of  Corfica, 
he  returned  home,  and  vifited  Spain  and  Portugal,  the  latter  of  Dumomicz, 
which  was  fecretly  furveyed  by  him,  at  the  requeft  of  the  French 
miniftry,  with  a view  to  a future  invafion.  Having  been  re- 
called, and  employed  in  the  reduction  of  Corfica  with  the  rank 
of  colonel,  he  was  afterwards  fent  to  Poland,  and  alfifted  the 
confederation  of  Bar,  fometimes  with  his  advice,  and  fometimes 
with  his  perfonal  fervices.  In  confequence  of  a change  in  the 
miniftry,  he  was  feized  and  confined  in  the  Baftille,  and  on  the 
death  of  Louis  XV.  refumed  his  freedom.  He  found  means  at 
length  to  be  appointed  firft,  cotnmandant  of  Cherburgh,  then  go- 
vernor of  Lower  Normandy,  and  afterwards  a major-general. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  revolution  he  declared  for  the 
king,  and  drew  up  a plan  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Baftille  and 
the  fubjedion  of  Paris  ; but,  on  hearing  of  his  flight,  he  tranf-  . 
mitted  a letter  to  Barrere,  then  prefident,  ftating  his  attachment 
to,  and  his  determination  to  defend  the  affembly,  to  whofe  af- 
fiftance  he  was  then  marching  at  the  head  of  a large  body  of 
troops.  While  Dumouriez  commanded  in  La  Vendee,  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  Genfonne,  one  of  the  deputies  fent  thither, 
and  being  introduced  by  him  to  the  patriots  of  the  legiflative 
alfembly,  they  procured  his  nomination  ^ to  the  office  of  foreign 
affairs,  vacant  by  the  imprifonment  of  Deleflart,  who  had  been 
fent  a prifoner  to  Orleans. 

This  minifter,  bold,  infatiable,  and  ambitious,  muft  be  allowed 
to  have  pofTeffed  genius,  but  he  was  deficient  in  wlfdom,  and 
even  his  integrity  foon  began  to  be  fufpeded. 


* M.  Degrave,  then  minifter  at  war,  has  lately  aflured  the  author  that  it  was. he 
who  firft  propofed  Dumouriez  to  the  king. 
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1791. 
Lacofte, 
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The  vacant  appointment  to  the  marine  department  was  filled, 
in  confequence  of  the  influence  of  Dumouriez,  by  Lacofle.  He 
■had  been  formerly  employed  in  a fubordinate  fituation  in  the 
fame  office,  and  ftill  conducted  himfelf  like  a clerk  rather  than  a 
member  of  the  cabinet. 

The  place  of  liiinifter  of  juftice  was  conferred  on  an  ad- 
vocate of  Bourdeaux,  of  the  name  of  Duranton,  who  at  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution  had  been  appointed  procureur- 
fyndic  of  that  city.  He  was  dull,  heavy,  timid,  and  loquacious  ; 
but  he  was  an  honeft  man.  Having  been  nominated  at  the 
inftance  of  Verginaux  and  Genfonne,  in  confequence  of  his 
attachment  to  the  popular  caufe,  he  was  afterwards  accufed  by 
them  of  inconftancy  ; for,  being  a provincial  lawyer,  and  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  court,  and  even  with  Paris,  he  became 
dazzled  by  the  fplendour  of  a throne,  and  was  induced  by  a 
generous  fympathy  to  conform  to  the  wifhes  of  the  monarch. 

The  adminiftration  of  the  finances  was  again  committed  to 
a banker  and  a citizen  of  Geneva,  in  the  perfon  of  Claviere, 
who  had  left  the  republick  in  which  he  was  born,  in  confe- 
quenc.e  of  a revolution  that  forced  the  patriots  to  take  refuge 
in  foreign  countries.  Having  drawn  up  a celebrated  memorial 
on  the*  revenue  and  expenditure  of  France,  he  had  fucceffively 
enjoyed  the  friendfhip  of  Mirabeau,  la  Fayette,  and  Talleyrand ; 
he  is  alfo  faid  to  have  fuggefted  the  idea  of  the  affignats ; but 
it  was  to  his  connexion  with  Briffot  that  he  was  indebted  for 
his  prefent  elevation.  About  this  period  he  had  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  as  a member  of  “ the  friends  of  the  negroes he  alfo 
belonged  to  the  fociety  of  the  Jacobins  ; and,  notwitliflanding 
his  zeal  fometimes  paffed  the  bounds  of  decorum,  he  was  allowed 
by  all  to  be  admirably  calculated  for  the  eminent  fituation  with 
which  he  was  now  intrufted. 

Degrave,  lately  a colonel,  and  now  a major-general  in  the 
army,  was  young,  amiable,  devoid  of  experience,  and  diffident  of  his 
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own  abilities  ; he  was  a friend  to  a moderate  reform  in  the  French 
government,  and  belonged  to  that  party  ufually  denominated  1791. 
the  conjlitutionalijls^  from  their  having  formed  the  political  code. 

In  the  firfl:  national  affembly  : his  bad  ftate  of  health  rendered 
him  unfit  for  the  ftation  he  then  held,  and  he  was  fucceeded 
by  Servan,  who  to  the  reputation  of  great  talents,  added  the  now 
neceffary  qualification  of  an  ardent  patrlotifm. 

Roland,  the  minifter  of  the  home  department,  was  one  of  the  Roland: 
moft  remarkable  men  of  his  time,  and  it  was  his  fortune  to  be 
united  to  a female  of  fingular  accomplifiiments,  who,  after 
aflifting  him  in  his  academical  purfuits,  became  at  once  his  fe- 
cretary  and  affelTor  in  politicks.  Uniting  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  commerce  with  a love  of  literature,  he  had  adled  at  the  fame 
time  as  infpedor-general  of  the  manufaddures  of  Arras,  a writer 
in  the  Encyclopedia,  and  a member  of  all  the  learned  focieties  in 
the  fouth  of  France.  Although  more  than  fixty,  he  was  ftill 
ardent  and  indefatigable.  His  imagination  being  warmed  by  the 
examples  of  Greek  and  Roman  virtue,  he  had  by  degrees  imbibed 
a certain  degree  of  contempt  for  the  age  in  which  he  was  born, 
and  became  infpired  at  the  fame  time  with  a ftrong  partiality  for 
a republican  form  of  government.  Unlike  Duranton,  he  flood 
undaunted  in  the  prefence  of  a king,  whom  he  treated  as  the  firfl 
magiftrate  of  a free  people,  amenable  to  their  jurifdidlion,  and 
bound  to  add  exclufively  for  their  interefls.  A member  of  the 
jacobin  fociety,  he  deemed  an  attendance  at  its  meetings  in- 
compatible with  the  poft  of  minifter,  and  he  was  the  firfl  to 
arraign  the  condudd  of  its  aflbciates  when  they  departed  from 
their  original  principles.  Although  an  obfcure  man,  at  the  time 
of  his  appointment  he  did  not  turn  giddy  with  his  elevation ; on 
the  contrary,  he  exhibited  a marked  refemblance  to  an  Englifh 
patriot  ^ of  the  feventeenth  century,  who  was  faid  never  to  have 
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SECT.  Vlll.  changed  his  fentiments  or  his  drefs  : and  he  gavd  great  ofFence  by 
1791.  appearing  at  the  council  board  without  being  decked  out  agree- 
ably to  the  ftated  forms ; for  he  was  accuftomed  to  repair 
thither  clothed  in  a plain  black  fuit,  with  his  ftraight  white  locks 
combed  over  his  forehead,  and  his  Ihoes  faftened  with  firings 
inftead  of  buckles. 

Such  was  the  adminiftration  feleded  at  this  critical  moment  for 
the  government  of  France.  Mod:  of  the  members  were  odious 
to  the  king ; fome  were  beloved  by,  while  others  were  fufpedled 
by  the  jacobins ; but  they  were  all  alike  abhorred  by  the  feuil- 
lans.  They  were  accordingly  abufed  in  the  newfpapers  devoted  to 
the  caufe  of  the  monarchy  and  the  ariftocracy : they  were  alfo 
ridiculed  by  the  courtiers,  treated  with  contempt  by  the  grandees, 
and  fo  much  were  they  hated  within  the  precindls  of  royalty, 
that,  if  we  are  to  believe  one  of  themfelves  *,  the  body-guards 
always  affumed  a menacing  air  when  they  appeared  at  the  caftle 
of  the  Tuilleries. 

Proceedings  No  fooner  had  the  new  miniflry  commenced  the  exercife  of 
bhiet*^  their  fundlions,  than  they  were  furrounded  by  a multitude  of 
dangers  and  difficulties,  both  domeftick  and  foreign,  whence  they 
found  it  extremely  difficult  to  extricate  either  their  country  or 
themfelves.  The  legiflative  affembly  had  taken  the  alarm  at  the 
new  body-guard  of  the  king,  of  late  confiderably  increafed  beyond 
the  number  allowed  by  law,  having  been  augmented  from 
eighteen  hundred  to  near  fix  thoufand  men,  by  means  of  difaf- 
fefted  perfons,  commanded  by  officers  who  had  quitted  their 
refpedive  regiments  becaufe  they  would  not  fubfcribe  the  civick 
oath.  The  king  wiffied  to  refill  the  decree  for  difbanding 
them  j and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  he  was  at  length  induced 
to  promife  his  acquiefcence  with  the  wiffies  of  the  legidature. 


* “ Memoires  du  General  Dumouriez,  ecrit  par  lui-meme,”  t.  II. 
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The  ftruggle  was  ftill  greater  on  all  occafions  in  which  the  SECT.  Viii 
interefts  of  the  diffident  clergy  were  concerned  ; nor  could  he  be  1791. 
prevailed  upon  to  withdraw  his  countenance  from  that  body» 
which  was  encouraged  in  its  oppolition  by  knowing  that  the 
confcience  of  the  monarch  w’as  regulated  by  a ghoftly  director 
of  the  fame  principles. 

His  majefty,  however,  more  readily  complied  with  the  requeft 
of  his  cabinet  to  recall  his  two  brothers,  and  actually  difpatched  a 
letter  to  them,  written  with  his  own  hand,  and  entrufted  to  a 
confidential  agent  *,  preffing  their  return : but  they  perfifted  in 
remaining  In  the  eledtorate  of  Treves,  “ to  arm  for  his  de- 
liverance.” At  their  entreaty,  he  alfo  notified  his  acceptance  of 
the  conftitution  to  foreign  powers ; fome  of  wffiich  declined  to 
return  any  anfwer,  while  others  replied  in  an  ambiguous  manner, 
calculated  to  infufe  fufpicion  and  diftruft ; and  one  or  two 
evinced  a marked  difregard  to  that  decorum  generally  exhibited 
in  the  intercourfe  between  great  ftates  f.  In  ffiort,  a portentous 
cloud,  now  colledting  in  the  North,  threatened  to  burft  fuddenly 
upon  France^  and  overwhelm  a diftradted  nation  with  mifery  and 
defpalr.  But  it  may  be  here  neceflary  to  furvey  the  European 
hemifphere.  In  order  to  difcover  the  quarter  where  this  new  ftorm 
was  generated,  and,  after  making  ourfelves  acquainted  with  the 
nature  and  intenfenefs  of  the  elements  of  which  it  was  compofed, 
endeavour  to  calculate  its  diredlion,  and  eftimatc  its  force. 


* The  chevalier  de  Coigny.  f See  Appendix,  C. 
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FRANCE,  as  we  have  already  feen,  had  limited  the  power  of  her 
kings,  and  eftablifhed  a conftitution  for  the  nation,  faulty  indeed, 
like  all  human  inftitutions,  but  certainly  preferable  to  the  recent 
defpotifm.  In  accomplilhing  this  objedl,  the  national  conftituting 
affembly  only  exercifed  the  acknowledged  right  of  internal 
regulation  appertaining  to  every  independent  Hate ; but  it  was 
foon  apparent  that  thefe  elTential  reforms  had  given  umbrage  to 
feveral  of  the  abfolute  princes  on  the  continent. 

Spain,  the  firft  nation  in  Europe  which  profited  by  the  riches 
of  the  new  world,  and  by  turns  menaced  all  the  neighbouring, 
countries  with  her  fleets  and  armies  in  the  time  of  Philip  II., 
might  at  this  period  be  confidered  as  in  a ftate  of  progreffive 
declenfion.  Her  manners,  inftitutions,  and  even  her  religion,  had 
rendered  her  in  fome  meafure  unfit  for  commerce : and  although 
fhe  enjoyed  extenfive  polTeflions  in  Europe,  Afia,  Africa,  and 
America,  the  laft  of  which  alone  conftituted  an  immenfe  empire, 
yet,  from  the  fituation  of  her  treafury,  and  the  nature  of  her 
government,  fhe  was  equally  unprovided  and  difqualified  for 
war.  The  count  d’ Aranda,  a ftatefman  worthy  of  better  times, 
•and  of  a better  fate,  had  difcerned  her  true  interefts,  and  wifely 
inculcated  the  policy  of  peace.  Accordingly,  when  one  of  the 
chief  maritime  powers  appeared  eager  to  commence  hoftilities 
relative  to  paltry  commercial  difputes,  fhe  wifely  preferred 
tranquillity  to  a conteft  about  the  barren  fliores  of  Nootka,  and 
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the  petty  advantages  refulting  from  an  excluhve  traffick  in  the  SECT.  ix. 
fkins  of  the  fea  otter.  It  was  not' until  a future  period  that  the  1791. 
indignation  refulting  from  a memorable  event,  added  to  the  in- 
fluence of  a queen  and  a favourite,  prevailed  on  Charles  IV.  to 
depart  from  the  principles  of  a fage  neutrality. 

The  fame  caufes  which  operated  in  refpedt  to  Spain,  and  con-  Portugal, 
tributed  to  lelfen  her  importance  in  Europe  ever  fmce  the  time 
of  Columbus,  adled  ftill  more  powerfully  with  regard  to  Portugal. 

Her  fleets  no  longer,  as  in  the  days  of  Vafquez  de  Gama, 
ploughed  the  ocean  to  obtain  a rich  harveft  from  commerce,  or 
attempted,  by  voyages  of  difcovery,  to  find  an  eafier  mode  of 
acquiring  the  wealth  of  the  Eaft.  Feeble  herfelf,  and  attached  to 
England  by  commercial  relations,  it  ■was  this  powerful  ally  that 
protected  her  frontiers,  fecured  to  her  the  free  pofTefTion  of 
Brazil,  whence  fhe  drew  her  diamonds  and  her  gold,  and,  by 
confuming  her  vintage,  and  regulating  her  trade,  rendered  her  at 
once  fafe  and  dependent.  Following  in  the  train  of  Britain,  fhe 
was  not  yet  ftimulated  to  war ; nor  did  fhe  dread  innovation  ; for 
her  Ihores  were  in  no  danger  of  being  animated  by  the  cry  of 
liberty,  againft  which  they  were  rendered  inacceffible  by  a triple 
barrier ; — the  inquifition,  the  monks,  and  that  deplorable  ftate  of 
ignorance  which  arifes  from  the  junction  of  defpotifm  and 
fuperftition. 

The  houfe  of  Savoy,  united  with  the  royal  family  of  France  Sardinia, 
by  means  of  a double  marriage,  was  of  courfe  alive  to  the  interefts 
of  Louis  XVI.  ; and  the  emigrants,  who  were  received  with  di- 
fiindion  at  Turin,  hoped,  by  their  intereft  there,  to  produce  q, 
war.  The  event  fully  verified  their  predictions. 

Pius  VI.,  now  fovereign  pontiff,  appeared  for  a while  to  adopt  Rome, 
the  ftriCt  rules  of  Italian  policy  ; but  the  withdrawing  of  the 
tribute  hitherto  paid  to  the  Papal  fee,  the  fchifm  in  the  Gallican 
church,  and  the  refumption  of  Avignon,  at  length  preyed  upon 
his  mind ; and,  departing  from  his  original  moderation,  he  was 
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SECT.  IX.  perfuaded  to  iflue  his  obfolete  bulls,  and  launch  his  unavailing 
1791.  thunders,  until  he  found  himfelf  involved  in  the  wreck  of  Italy. 

Naples.  The  throne  of  the  two  Sicilies  being  occupied  by  a Bourbon 

and  an  archduchefs  of  Auftria,  Naples  was  of  courfe  confidered  as 
one  of  the  family  courts.  It  was  the  intereft  of  Ferdinand  IV., 
as  well  as  that  of  all  the  Italian  ftates,  to  remain  at  peace  j but  he 
foon,  unhappily  for  himfelf,  entered  into  the  gigantick  projects 
of  more  powerful  princes,  and,  in  the  hopes  of  aggrandifement 
and  revenge,  forgot  the  principles  by  which  his  condud;  ought  to 
have  been  regulated. 

Great  Bii-  ENGLAND  at  this  period  appeared  to  be  confcious  of  the  im- 
menfe  advantages  arifing  to  a great  manufaduring  and  com- 
mercial ftate,  from  the  adoption  of  a wife  and  rigorous  fyftem  of 
neutrality.  Many  obvious  motives  enforced  the  policy  of  peace. 
An  immenfe  national  debt  called  aloud  for  a fyftem  of  economy, 
and  the  preflure  of  the  exifting  taxes  feemed  to  render  any  in- 
creafe  burdenfome  to  the  nation. 

The  people,  too,  had  hitherto  rejoiced  at  the  progrefs  of 
liberty  in  France,  and  felt  a generous  indignation  againft  thofe 
princes  who  prefumed  to  intermeddle  in  her  internal  difputes  j 
while  a king,  now  firmly  feated  on  the  throne  of  the  Stuarts, 
was  indebted  for  the  elevation  of  his  family  to  a revolution 
founded,  like  the  prefent,  on  the  rights  of  a nation.  In  addition 
to  thefe  powerful  motives,  many  others  might  be  enumerated. 
France  had  not  hitherto  given  any  juft  caufe  of  complaint,  while 
a formidable  oppofition  in  parliament,  as  yet  unbroken  by  de- 
fection, and  unfeduced  by  the  brilliant  profpeCts  of  wealth  and 
power,  fuftained  the  popular  caufe  with  unabated  ardour,  curbed 
the  reftlefs  ambition  of  an  inexperienced  minifter,  and  rendered 
any  flagrant  breach  of  the  publick  repofe  dangerous,  if  not  im- 
practicable. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  thefe  aufpicious  appearances,  a few,  pof- 
fefled  of  keen  penetration,  and  arguing  from  an  intimate  knowledge 
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of  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  majority  of  the  members  who  SECT.  ix. 
then  conftituted  the  cabinet,  thought  they  already  perceived  the  1791. 
gathering  ftorm,  and  boldly  prefaged  that  the  fame  men  who,  on 
a former  occafion,  had  fo  zealoufly  but  impotently  contended 
againft  liberty  in  one  hemifphere,  would  not  behold  her  triumph 
unmoved  in  another. 

The  court  of  Copenhagen,  while  it  beheld  its  king  reduced  to  Denmark, 
a (late  of  the  moft  deplorable  imbecility,  experienced  a rare 
inftance  of  good  fortune  in  having  its  affairs  conducted  by  an 
amiable  regent  and  a fagacious  minifter.  Wholly  intent  on  the 
happinefs  and  profperity  of  thofe  committed  to  their  charge,  the 
prince  royal  and  the  count  de  Bernftorff  were  averfe  from  in- 
termeddling in  the  internal  polity  of  other  nations.  Even  when 
almoft  every  other  court  of  Europe  had  become  the  theatre  of 
intrigue,  they  kept  aloof  from  the  general  coalition,  and  the 
increafed  profperity  of  Denmark  at  this  day  attefts  their  policy 
and  wifdom. 

It  was  far  otherwife  with  another  of  the  Baltick  powers,  Sweden, 
although  but  juft  releafed  from  the  burden  of  a difaftrous  war. 

Sweden,  which  by  turns  has  enjoyed  liberty  and  fuddenly  relapfed 
into  fervitude,  was  now  under  the  dominion  of  a prince  who 
languifbed  for  an  opportunity  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf  by  his 
exploits.  To  a paflion  for  military  glory,  Guftavus  added  a tafte 
for  the  belles-lettres^  an  attachment  to  the  fciences,  a ready  and 
commanding  eloquence.  By  means  of  his  popular  talents  he  was 
enabled  to  overturn  that  conftitution  which  he  had  folemnly 
fworn  to  maintain.  This  fmgular  revolution,  in  which  he  had 
been  fecretly  aflifted  by  another  monarch  *,  was  achieved 
without  bloodftied,  and  almoft  without  tumult  5 and  if  his  majefty 
did  not  poffefs  the  abilities  of  the  firft  Caefar,  he  at  leaft  affeded 
on  this  occafion  to  rival  his  clemency. 
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SECT.  IX.  His  ardent  and  fiery  temperament  infpired  him  with  a love  of 
war ; while  a paffion  for  fame  at  the  fame  time  rendered  him  de- 
firous  of  every  fpecies  of  glory.  He  alfedled  to  confider  Guftavus 
Adolphus  as  his  model ; but,  in  many  refpedts,  his  charadler  had 
a clofer  refemblance  to  that  of  his  anceftor  Charles  XII.  Like  this 
prince,  he  was  fwayed  by  an  infatiable  ambition,  and  an  unceafmg 
love  of  enterprife.  Imprelfed  with  the  chivalrous  fpirit  of  the 
middle  ages,  and  Irritated  alfo,  perhaps,  becaufe  a penfion,  gilded 
by  the  gentler  name  of  fubfidy,  had  been  withdrawn,  he  had  con- 
ceived the  romantick  idea  of  vindicating  the  caufe  of  monarchs, 
and  accordingly  determined  to  place  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  ex- 
patriated nobility  ; by  whofe  means,  in  conjunction  with  his  own, 
and  the  troops  of  his  allies,  he  intended  to  oblige  the  French  to 
fubmit  to  their  former  chains.  Nor  was  it  remembered  by  thofe 
fo  forward  to  contend  for  what  they  now  began  to  term  the  caufe 
of  focial  order,  that  they  expofed  themfelves  to  contempt,  by 
placing  a prince  who  had  been  inattentive  to  his  own  oaths  at  the 
head  of  a league  which  pretended  to  avenge  perfidy  and  injuftice. 

But  an  incenfed  noble*  avenged  the  caufe  of  the  proftrate 
fenate,  and  Guftavus  II.  fell  by  the  hand  of  a titled  aftaflin, 
leaving  to  a minor  fon  an  immenfe  debt  as  well  as  an  impoveriftied 
and  diftraCted  country  ; to  his  fubjeCts,  the  memory  only  of  their 
violated  rights  ; to  ambitious  kings,  a beacon  to  warn  them  of  the 
fate  of  even  fuccefsful  tyrants ; and  to  pofterity  a hiftory,  that  at 
. once  invite  criticifm  and  reproach. 

Ruffia.  The  genius  of  one  man  civilized  Ruftia,  and,  by  ereding  a 

capital  on  the  fhores  of  the  Baltick,  rendered  his  native  country  a 
preponderating  power  in  the  fcale  of  European  politicks.  In 
Catharine  II.  was  found  a fucceftbr,  in  many  refpeCls,  worthy  of 
himfelf.  This  ambitious  female,  following  the  track  prefer ibed 
by  her  illuftrious  precurfor,  had  conceived  the  gigantick  en- 
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terprife  of  chafing  the  Turks  from  Europe,  fubftltuting  the  Greek 
crofs  for  the  Turkifh  crefcent  on  the  walls  of  Conftantinople,  I79i. 
and  creating  a new  empire  in  the  Eaft.  The  revolution  which 
had  recently  occurred  in  France  made  her  paufe,  however,  in  the 
midft  of  her  victories  ; Sweden  was  permitted  to  breathe  from 
daughter ; and  the  Ottoman  Porte  now  found  itfelf  more  in- 
debted to  her  policy  than  her  moderation  for  its  exiftence.  She 
accordingly  fufpended  the  fate  of  the  followers  of  Mahomet : and 
this  verfatile  princefs,  at  the  Ihrine  of  whofe  ambition  a Peter  and 
an  Ivan  had  been  immolated ; at  whofe  bidding  an  independent 
nation  had  been  plundered  and  facrificed  ; who  had  violated  all  the 
duties  of  a wife,  and  of  a fubjed; ; who  had  determined  at  one 
time  to  give  liberty  to  the  Ruffian  Haves,  and  at  another  to  re- 
fufcitate  the  Greek  republicks  ; now  affeded  loudly  to  fupport 
the  caufe  of  publick  virtue.  But  fhe  did  not  forget  the  artifices 
ufually  attributed  to  her  fex ; for,  while  the  appeared,  like  a 
mighty  Coloffius,  ready  to  hurl  her  vengeance  againft  France 
from  the  icy  regions  of  Finland,  ffie  kept  her  eye  fteadily  fixed 
on  unhappy  Poland,  and  prepared  once  more  to  finite  and  over- 
whelm that  profirate  and  diftraded  commonwealth. 

But  it  was  from  another  quarter  that  France  was  doomed  at  Combination 
this  period  to  be  aflailed.  While  employed  in  the  extenfion  and  fiance, 
fecurity  of  her  liberties,  amidft  the  ftruggle  with  a reludant 
monarch,  a difcontented  priefthood,  and  a hoftile  nobility,  fhe 
was  menaced  at  the  fame  time  by  a fudden  and  portentous  com- 
bination of  two  great  military  ftates.  Thefe,  like  birds  of  prey, 
already  appeared  to  fiiufif  the  carnage  from  afar,  and  readily  con- 
fented  to  give  a fhort  refpite  to  their  mutual  hoftility : for  the 
imperial  and  royal  eagles,  flufhed  with  their  recent  fucceffes  againft 
two  nominal  republicks  *,  feemed  now  prepared  to  banquet  on 
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SECT.  IX,  the  carcafs  of  a rich  and  extenfive  monarchy,  rent  afunder  by  dif- 
1701.  fenfions,  and  apparently  devoted  to  civil  difcord. 

Prussia  exhibits  a pregnant  example  of  the  wonders  that 
may  be  achieved  by  the  genius  of  a fingle  individual.  Formerly 
a fief  of  Poland,  and  but  lately  created  a kingdom,  during  the 
feign  of  Frederick  III.  it  had  become  one  of  the  firft  ftates  in 
Europe,  partly  by  the  vidiories,  not  always  unftained  by  in- 
juftice,  and  partly  by  the  adminiftration,  ever  fage,  of  that  great 
monarch.  Not  content  with  ravilhing  a portion  of  that  republick 
by  which  his  own  country  was  formerly  kept  in  a ftate  of  vaflal- 
age,  and  a fhare  of  the  dominions  of  that  very  houfe  one  of  the 
emperours  of  which  had  conferred  the  honours  of  royalty  upon 
his  own,  he  afpired  to  a new  fpecies  of  glory  for  an  abfolute 
monarch,  by  declaring  himfelf  the  protedlor  of  the  liberties  of 
Germany. 

His  nephew  appeared  eager  to  imitate  his  uncle  ; but  he  was 
deftitute  of  the  necefiary  talents  and  virtues.  Making  up,  how- 
ever, by  activity  what  was  wanting  in  genius,  he  exhibited  in 
his  own  perfon  a ftrange  compound  of  pleafure  and  of  bufinefs ; 
the  love  of  eafe  and  of  intrigue,  an  equal  paflion  for  the  luxuries 
of  the  haram  and  the  fatigues  of  the  camp.  Nothing  feemed 
too  little,  or  too  great,  or  too  inconfiftent,  for  the  grafp  of  his  am- 
bition. When  the  prince-bifliop  of  Liege  was  expelled  by  his 
indignant  fubjedts,  the  defpotick  Frederick- William  gravely 
reminded  him  of  the  duties  of  fovereigns,  and  the  rights  of  a 
people.  He  openly  alTifted  the  inhabitants  of  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands,  when  in  arms  againft  their  legitimate  prince,  and 
even  prefented  them  with  a general ; while,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  had  impofed  a mafter  upon  an  independent  nation,  by  forcing 
the  Dutch  once  more  to  recognife  William  prince  of  Orange  as 
their  ftadtholder.  His  ever-varying  policy  had  now  taken  a new 
direction,  and  in  confequence  of  an  ill-omened  union  the  houfe 
of  Brandenburgh  was  preparing,  in  concert  with  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  to  invade  and  fubjugate  France. 
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The  court  of  Vienna,  at  this  period,  was  beginning  to  recover  SECT.  ix. 
its  former  importance,  and  refume  its  ancient  preponderance  in  1791. 
the  affairs  of  the  empire  and  of  Europe.  The  fate  of  the  Auf-  Auftria. 
triaii  family  has  been  fmgular.  After  having  acquired  great  glory 
under  Charles  V.  and  Ferdinand  II.,  its  deftrudtion  would  have 
been  inevitable  had  it  not  been  averted  by  the  valour  of  John 
Sobiefki  king  of  Poland.  It  was  humbled  at  one  period  by  the 
afpiring  genius  of  Guflavus  Adolphus  ; and,  but  for  the  fuccefl'es 
of  Marlborough  and  the  wealth  of  England,  might  have  been 
partitioned  at  another.  Maria  Therefa,  whom  the  Hungarians, 
preferring  the  lance  to  the  diftaff,  would  acknowledge  by  no 
other  appellation  than  that  of  king^  at  length  refcued  the  greater 
part  of  her  dominions  from  a formidable  rival.  Although  her 
imperial  majefty  had  loft  Silefia,  in  confequence  of  a war  which 
may  be  confidered  as  a commentary  written  in  blood,  by  Fre- 
derick the  Great,  on  his  own  Antimachiavel,  yet  fhe  determined, 
neverthelefs,  to  a(ft  an  important  part  in  the  affairs  of  Europe. 

This  pious  princefs,  who  exhibited  a rigorous  adherence  to  all 
the  forms  of  religion,  who  confeffed  regularly  once  a-week,  and 
fcrupuloufly  abftained  from  eating  fifh  during  Lent,  yet  could 
not  refrain  from  coveting  part  of  the  dominions  of  a free  and 
independent  ftate,  and  adding  them  without  fcruple  to  her  own 
territories,  although  fhe  had  folicited  the  vengeance  of  all  Europe 
againft  a fimilar  ufurpation  on  the  part  of  Frederick  II.  She  at 
the  fame  period  beheld  her  fon  king  of  the  Romans,  the  female 
branches  of  her  family  intermarried  with  the  chief  princes  of 
the  continent,  and  in  fome  meafure  regulating  the  deftiny  of 
France,  Spain,  and  the  two  Sicilies. 

Joseph  II.  aped  rather  than  imitated  the  illuftrious  rival  and 
enemy  of  his  houfe,  and  muft  be  allowed  to  have  poffeffed  all  his 
activity,  without  any  of  his  genius.  Perpetually  ftriving  to 
reconcile  contrarieties,  he  was  eager  to  abollfh  flavery  in  one  part 

VOL.  I.  T 


cxxxvin 


INTRODUCTION. 


his  dominions,  while  he  fyftematifed  defpotifin  in  another. 
Anxious  to  circumvent  the  policy  of  the  wary  Frederick,  he 
wilhed  to  add  Bavaria  to  his  territories,  and  was  bereft  of  his 
influence  in  Germany.  He  afterwards  attempted  to  extend  his 
frontiers  on  the  fide  of  Turkey,  and  in  the  mean  time  loft  Bel- 
gium. Equally  unfortunate,  when  he  wifhed  to  relax  the  bondage 
of  the  flave,  or  rivet  the  chains  of  the  freeman,  he  beheld  Hun- 
gary, Bohemia,  and  the  Low-countries,  by  turns  in  infur- 
reftion;  and,  by  a ftrange  fingularity,  at  the  fame  time  forced  the 
nobility  of  one  part  of  his  dominions  into  a conteft  againft  the 
throne,  and  the  clergy  of  another  into  an  infurredion  in  behalf 
of  the  people. 

Cut  off  at  length  by  a fatal  difeafe  in  the  midft  of  his  difaftrous 
projects,  and  prevented  by  death  perhaps  from  experiencing  new 
humiliations,  he  had  been  fucceeded  on  the  imperial  throne  by 
his  brother  Leopold.  This  amiable  prince  exhibited  great  talents 
for  government,  while  only  grand-duke  of  Tufcany.  He  had  re- 
prclTed  the  ufurpations  of  the  church  of  Rome,  rendered  his 
Italian  ftates  happy  by  means  of  a fage  adminiftration,  and  con- 
tributed greatly  to  his  own  glory,  by  a marked  protection  to 
Beccaria  and  Filiangheri,  both  of  whom  had  exhibited  their 
talents  in  the  improvement  of  that  barbarous  code  of  criminal 
jurifdiCtion,  left  as  a legacy  to  civilifed  Europe,  by  Europe  igno- 
rant and  enflaved. 

Nor  was  his  conduCt  on  his  firft  accefiion  to  the  hereditary 
dominions  of  Auftria,  and  his  election  to  the  imperial  throne, 
unworthy  of  his  former  reputation.  Perceiving  the  critical 
fituation  of  publick  affairs,  the  new  emperour  inftantly  with- 
drew from  a war  in  which  his  brother  had  reaped  neither 
glory  nor  fuccefs,  and  that  too  without  giving  umbrage  to  the 
haughty  Catharine.  He  contrived  at  the  fame  time  to  quiet  the 
jealoufies,  and  even  to  difarm  the  refentments,  of  the  people  of 
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Flanders  and  Brabant.  To  efFed;  this,  it  was  neceflary  for  him  SECT.  ix. 
to  beguile  the  policy  and  lull  to  deep  the  rivalfhip  of  the  houfe  1791, 
of  Brandenburgh.  Fie  accordingly  prevailed  upon  Frederick-Wil- 
liain  to  withdraw  his  fecret  protection  from  the  infurgents  ; to 
difgrace  his  minifter  Flertzberg,  who  had  fupported  the  glory  of 
the  Pruffian  throne  during  half  a century ; and  to  declare  in  an 
official  note,  that  he  could  not  entruft  the  prefent  age  with  the 
fecret  motives  that  influenced  his  conduCt  * * * §. 

The  convention  of  Reichenbach  f produced  a ftriCt  alliance 
between  Auftria  and  Pruffia,  reftored  the  Low-countries  to  the 
head  of  the  empire,  procured  for  Frederick-William  the  pom- 
pous title  of  pacificator  of  Europe,  gave  rife  to  an  accommo- 
dation between  Ruffia  and  Sweden,  and  finally  led  to  the  for- 
midable coalition  againft  France. 

Affected  by  the  fituation  of  the  king,  alarmed  for  the  fate 
of  a fifter,  and  perhaps  defirous  alfo  to  fignalife  his  reign  by  fome 
brilliant  exploit,  Leopold  feems  to  have  determined  on  a war, 
which,  unable  to  profecute  in  his  own  perfon,  he  was  forced  to 
bequeath  as  a legacy  to  his  fon  and  fucceflor  Francis  11.  While 
vifiting  his  Italian  dominions  in  1791,  he  is  faid  to  have  con- 
certed a plan  with  the  envoys  of  two  great  powers  ijl,  for  inter- 
meddling with  the  internal  concerns  of  a third  § ; and  foon  after 
this,  the  celebrated  interview  took  place  between  his  imperial 
majefty  and  the  king  of  Pruffia,  at  Pilnitz ; in  confequence  of  Treaty  of  Pil- 
which,  meafures  of  an  alarming  nature  were  faid  to  have  been 
adopted  relative  to  France  j and,  if  we  are  to  give  credit  to  afler- 


* “ Que  fon  changement  de  fyfleme  etoit  determine  par  des  motifs  fecrets  d’une 
haute  importance,  & de  nature  a n'etre  devoiles  qu'atix  yeux  de  la  pojlerited^ 

f July  27,  1790. 

Lord  Elgin  and  M.  Bifchofswerder. 

§ Tableau  Hiftor.  & Polit.  de  I’Europe,  &c.  par  L,  P.  Segur,  tome  ii.  p.  i82> 
2d  edit. 
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SECTJI^  tions,  the  dlfmemberment  of  that  kingdom  was  adually  deter- 
i“9i.  mined  upon 

The  pofition  of  Europe  at  this  period,  and  the  origin  of  the  con- 
tinental confederacy,  have  been  here  briefly  flated  and  explained. 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  fituation  of  the  kingdom  alluded  to,  had 
become  daily  more  critical ; for  the  general  war,  hitherto  fo 
favourable  to  the  progrefs  of  the  revolution,  had  now  fubfided, 
and  new  and  alarming  alliances  taken  place.  The  emigrants 
aflembled  in  arms,  and,  burning  with  the  defire  of  vengeance, 
already  menaced  the  frontiers.  Louis  XVI.  carried  on  a fecret 
correfpondence  with  feveral  of  the  neighbouring  princes ; the  elec- 
tor of  Treves  had  notorioufly  violated  the  rules  of  neutrality, 
and  the  laws  of  nations  ; his  capital  had  become  the  head-quarters 
of  the  exiled  princes  and  nobility,  and  the  chief  of  the  empire 
finally  declared  himfelf  ready  to  afford  protection  to  the  do- 
Truflia  at  the  luinions  of  the  agrelTor.  In  fhort,  it  can  no  longer  be  denied, 
that  a formidable  and  hoftile  combination  was  now  actually 
formed  againft  France  ; and  in  the  place  of  Guftavus  III.,  cut  off 
by  a hidden  and  violent  death,  Frederick-William  II.  became  the 
Agamemnon  of  a league  determined  to  devote  modern  Paris, 
like  Troy  of  old,  to  all  the  horrours  of  fire,  pillage,  and  de- 
ftruCtion. 

But  although  the  moft:  numerous  and  heft  difciplined  armies 
in  Europe  were  actually  deftined  for  fo  romantick  an  under- 
taking, yet,  even  at  this  period,  the  hardihood  rather  than  the 
feafibility  of  the  enterprife  feemed  entitled  to  the  admiration 
of  calm  and  confiderate  obfervers.  In  whatever  point  of  view 
France  may  be  contemplated,  her  importance  in  the  fcale  of 
European  .politicks  muff  be  allowed  to  have  been  ftill  immenfc. 

Strength  of  A CENTRAL  pofition  afforded  great  advantages  in  point  of 
Trance, 


See  the  Appendix,  D. 
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celerity  and  exertion.  A falubrious  climate  and  an  excellent  loll  sect.  ix. 
were  favourable  to  agriculture,  trade,  and  manufad;ures.  Her  1791. 
territories  were  at  once  compact  and  extenfive,  confifting  of  Territories, 
157,924  fquare  miles,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  one  author, 
and  1 60,000  of  another  *.  Her  population,  calculated  at  from  24  Population, 
to  25,000,000  of  inhabitants  f,  was  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
individual  ftate  on  the  old  continent ; fhe  polTeffed  upwards  of  one 
hundred  cities  and  large  towns,  befides  two  hundred  navigable 
rivers  ; her  provinces  were  interfedted  in  every  diredtion  by  fpa- 
cious  roads,  fome  of  which  were  adtually  paved  for  the  purpofe  of 
tranfporting  artillery j while  an  immenfe  canal  feemed  to  unite  all 
the  advantages  of  two  diflant  feas,  on  purpofe  to  embellifh  and 
enrich  her  empire.  Part  of  her  frontiers  were  at  once  defined  Boundaries, 
and  defended  by  the  Alps,  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  and  a triple 
chain  of  fortrefles  either  eredted  or  improved  by  the  genius  of 
Vauban.  The  remainder  of  this  immenfe  outline  appeared  to  be 
protedted  by  infurmountable  barriers,  and  was  extremely  favour- 
able to  commercial  enterprife  ; for  her  fhores  were  watered  by  the 
Ocean,  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Channel,  which  feemed  to  in- 
vite the  commerce  of  the  Levant,  the  Atlantick,  and  the  narrow 
feas ; while  her  ports  and  harbours,  fome  of  which  were  formed 
by  the  hand  of  nature,  and  others  by  the  unceafing  induftry  of 
art,  conferred  great,  permanent,  and  iheftimable  advantages. 
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SECT.  IX.  Nor  did  flie  appear  lefs  formidable  in  another  point  of  view  : 

for  her  revenues  amounted  to  18,000,000  of  pounds  fterling^; 
while  her  {landing  army  at  a peace  eilablifhment  was  eftimated 
at  138,000  effeftive  men  f,  and  her  navy  confifted  of  feventy- 
two  fail  of  the  line. 

Nor  ought  it  to  be  omitted  here,  that  France  had  experienced 
nearly  eight  years’  of  repofe  fince  the  conclufion  of  a war,  during 
which  her  fleets  had  covered  the  ocean  in  both  hemifpheres,  and, 
in  conjundlion  with  thofe  of  her  ally,  had  actually  lorded  it 
for  a moment  over  the  narrow  feas.  Even  when  at  length 
forced  to  fuccumb  in  the  Weft  to  the  fortune  and  experience  of 
a Rodney,  fhe  had  at  times  triumphed  in  the  Eaft  by  the 
bravery  and  abilities  of  a Suffrein.  Her  army  too  had  been 
fuccefsful  in  fome  of  the  ifles  of,  as  well  as  on,  the  Atlantick 
continent ; and  fhe  boafted  of  having  liberated  America  from 
the  dominion  of  an  ancient  rival,  and  of  having  concluded  her 
conteft  againft  England  with  glory  and  fuccefs. 

But  it  muft  be  allowed  that  this  fpecious  pi(fture  of  profperity 
was,  in  fome  refpeefts,  falfe  and  delufive  : her  territories,  her  cities, 
her  towns,  and  her  rivers,  ftill  remained  j but  her  population  was 
beginning  to  be  diminiihed  by  emigration,  and  her  ftrength  feemed 
to  be  leffened  by  inteftine  divifions.  Of  her  troops,  ibme  had 
declared  for  the  people,  and  fome  for  the  king,  while  a large  portion 
wavered  between  ancient  principles  and  modern  innovations.  Her 
Publick  debt  trade  and  commerce,  adled  upon  by  the  general  preifure,  began 


* The  grofs  amount  of  the  publick  revenue  was  eftimated  by  M.  Necker  at 
600,000,000  of  livres,  a fum  equal  to  25,000,000/.  fterling  j and  the  whole  of  the 
publick  expenditure  at  610,000,000  of  livres  : but  the  Compte  Rendu  ftates  the  net 
produce  at  only  18,000,000/.  fterling. 

f The  army  of  France  has  been  generally  calculated  at  150,000  men;  and  it 
appears  that  in  1784  fhe  actually  poflefled  a total  of  212,924,  if  we  are  to  give 
credit  to  a work  entitled  “ Etat  Milit.  de  France,  par  RoufTel,  pour  I’Annee 
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to  decay  ; the  fine  arts  were  in  danger  of  being  entirely  negledled ; sect.  ix. 
her  'manufadtures  were  already  reduced  to  a languifhing  con-  1791. 
dition  ; a national  debt,  which  even  in  1784  was  eftimated  at 
3400,000,000  of  livres  after  undermining  the  fuperftrudture  of 
the  monarchy,  threatened  the  new  conftitution  with  ruin ; while 
the  navy,  which  was  fuffered  to  fall  into  decay  becaufe  chiefly 
officered  by  difcontented  nobles,  could  not  be  of  any  fervice  in  a 
war  with  the  great  continental  powers. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  a body  of  national  guards  amounting 
to  almoft  four  millions  of  fighting  men,  the  eafy  acquifition  and 
unbounded  circulation  of  paper  money,  the  fpirit  infufed  by  a 
love  of  liberty,  the  energy  produced  by  the  collifion  of  opinions, 
the  hope  arifmg  out  of  a better  form  of  government,  and 
even  the  defpair  incident  to  fuch  a novel  and  difaftrous  fituation, 
operated  as  fo  many  refources,  unknown  to  the  ancient  monarchy. 

To  thefe  are  to  be  added,  the  impulfe  derived  from  national 
pride,  the  vigour  originating  from  a reprefentative  government, 
and  the  patriotifm  engrafted  on  republican  inftitutions : in  fine, 
the  direful  experience  of  eleven  years  hath  at  length  demon- 
ftrated  the  folly  and  inefficacy  of  this  armed  coalition  of  kings 
againft  the  independence  of  millions  determined  to  be  free..  The 
vulgar  herd  of  fuperficial  obfervers  was  at  firft  fafcinated  by  the 
glitter  of  pomp  and  parade  ; but  thofe  converfant  with  hiftory  had  Leagues  not 
already  learned,  from  the  refiftance  of  a fmgle  city]',  and  the  fate 
of  a powerful  league  ijl,  that  affociations  for  the  purpofes  of  con- 
queft  prove  in  general  lefs  fatal  to  the  flate  againft  which  they 
are  directed,  than  to  the  powers  in  whofe  behalf  they  are  formed. 

It  was  affuredly  the  intereft,  and  appears  alfo  to  have  been  the 
general  wiffi,  of  the  French,  after  they  had  achieved  their  liberties, 
to  cultivate  the  ineflimable  bleffings  that  arife  out  of  freedom  and 
tranquillity.  But  this  happinefs  was  interdicted.  All  the  branches 


* See  Appendix,.  E. 
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of  the  royal  family  languifhed  unceafingly  after  the  ancient 
1791.  defpotifin  ; while  fome  of  the  popular  leaders,  openly  availing 

the^conftf  themfclvcs  of  this  pretext,  but  fecretly  hoftile  to  a plan  of  govern- 
ment which  neither  gratified  their  ambition  nor  enfured  their 
fafety,  had  become  anxious  for  another  change.  Both  perhaps 
wmuld  have  been  difappointed,  and  a conftitutional  king  might 
have  fwayed  the  fceptre  of  a limited  monarchy  for  ages,  had  not 
an  event  which  at  firft  feemed  to  augur  an  increafe  of  power,  and 
ftability  to  royalty,  fuddenly  rooted  up  its  foundations,  produced 
fome  of  the  moft  atrocious  aflalfinations  recorded  in  the  hiftory 
of  modern  times,  and  finally  eftablifhed  a republican  form  of 
government  in  the  place  of  a throne. 

While  the  condudt  of  the  partifans  of  publick  liberty  had 
been  viewed  with  enmity  and  fufpicion  in  every  court  of  Europe, 
full  credit  was  given  to  the  partial  and  interefted  accounts  of  the 
emigrants.  The  fugitive  princes  and  grandees,  reduced  to  the 
fituation  of  exiles,  could  not  always  avoid  following  their 
example.  They  of  courfe  exaggerated  the  calamities  of  France. 
The  legiflative  aflembly  was  depicted  by  them  as  an  audacious 
rather  than  a powerful  fa(^fion  ; the  troops,  falfe  to  their  oaths, 
were  reprefented  as  true  alone  to  the  king ; while  the  national 
guards  were  denominated  a herd  of  timid  tradefmen,  incapable 
of  beholding  a foreign  enemy  without  trepidation  and  difmay. 
Thefe  aflertions  were  now  about  to  be  put  to  the  proof. 

Several  of  the  great  continental  powers  clearly  indicated  by 
their  movements  that  numerous  armies  would  be  foon  brought 
into  aiffion  ; and  thofe  Frenchmen  who  had  either  fled  or  been 
driven  from  their  native  country  already  appeared  in  arms  as 
the  precurfors  of  their  vengeance. 

The  refugees,  armed  and  regimented,  were  at  this  very  mo- 
ment quartered  at  Aeth  in  the  Auftrian  Hainauit,  whence  they 
had  made  an  ineffedtual  attempt  to  furprife  the  citadel  of  Valen- 
ciennes. A battalion  of  infantry  had  at  the  fame  time  deferted 
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from  Dunkirk,  and  carried  off  its  colours  and  military  cheft  to 
the  Low-countries ; while  a congrefs  was  announced  at  Aix-la-  1791. 
Chapelle,  at  wLich  the  emigrants  pretended  that  the  fate  of  France 
was  to  be  decided  *.  In  addition  to  this,  the  court  of  Vienna, 
as  has  been  already  obferved,  not  content  with  Interpofmg  in  the 
amicable  negociations  carrying  on  with  the  German  princes,  for 
an  indemnification  on  account  of  their  claims  in  Alface,  adlually 
threatened  to  get  them  annulled  by  the  diet  of  the  empire,  and 
even  excited  the  circles  to  depart  from  their  neutrality. 

The  nomination  of  the  new  minifters  feemed  to  redouble  its 
enmity,  and  prefent  frelh  obftacles  to  an  amicable  adjuftmentj 
the  ambaffador  there  alfo  exhibited  great  unwillingnefs  to  main- 
tain the  dignity  of  France,  and  expreffed  a wifh  to  refign 
his  diplomatick  character.  Dumouriez,  being  refolved  to  avoid 
the  errours  of  his  predeceffor  f , determined  to  negociate  in  a Negociationa- 
manner  worthy  of  the  occafion ; but  the  prince  de  Kaunitz  no 
longer  deigned  to  treat  with  M.  de  Noailles  in  perfon,  having 
referred  the  difpute  entirely  to  the  management  of  the  count  de. 
Cobentzel,  who  wiihed  to  impofe  conditions  incompatible  with 
the  honour  of  the  nation.  He  infilled  on  the  re-eftablilhment 

demands  of 

of  the  monarchy,  as  it  was  in  June,  1789  ; the  reftitution  of  the  the  court, 
property  of  the  clergy ; the  reinftatement  of  the  German  princes 
in  their  feudal  claims  on  Alface  ; and  the  reftoration  of  Avignon 
and  Venallin  to  the  fovereign  pontiff.  The  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs  now  deemed  it  incumbent  on  him  to  deliver  a report  to  the 
affembly,  containing  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  this  cabinet, 
and  inferred,  from  the  hopelefs  ftate  of  the  negociations,  that  the 
nation  ought  to  confider  itfelf  m a Jiate  of  war.  The  indigna- 
tion was  general  on  hearing  the  terms  exacted  In  the  name  of 
the  emperour ; it  was  alked,  by  what  right  did  the  court  of 
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Cxlvi  ri^TRODUCTION. 

SECT.  IX.  Vienna  pretend  to  interpofe  either  in  the  internal  affairs  of  an 
independent  nation,  or  in  a difpute  about  territorial  poffeffions, 
Wiihforwar.  between  France  and  the  Pope,  or  France  and  the  German  princes  ? 

All  exclaimed  that  it  was  neceffary  to  maintain  the  glory  of  their 
country ; and  the  idea  of  hoftilities,  hitherto  fo  much  dreaded, 
became  at  length  popular. 

The  whole  of  the  party  of  the  Gironde  declared  itfelf  une- 
quivocally in  favour  of  this  meafure  ; and  Briffot,  who  fupported 
it  with  all  his  influence,  afterwards  afferted,  that  he  meditated 
even  then  the  abolition  of  royalty,  knowing  that  the  king,  who 
was  entrufted  by  the  conftitution  with  the  direction  of  the 
armies,  would  a£t  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  render  his  depofition 
inevitable. 

The  Jacobins,  who  ftill  maintained  a high  character  for 
patriotifm,  alfo  adopted  the  propofition  with  enthufiafm,  and  ap- 
peared anxious  at  the  fame  time  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the 
nation,  to  punifh  the  houfe  of  Auftria  for  its  infolent  inter- 
ference, and  watch  the  conduit  of  the  executive  power  with  a 
jealous  and  fufpicious  eye.  To  the  furprife  of  every  one,  Ro- 
befpierre  openly  declared  himfelf  averfe  from  the  conteft,  and 
aitually  loft  his  popularity,  until  the  difaftrous  events,  attendant 
on  the  firft  invafion  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  in  conjunition 
with  the  equivocal  conduit  of  the  court,  appeared  for  a time  to 
juftify  his  prudence. 

The  feuillans,  too,  fecretly  detefted  this  meafure,  but  they  were 
afraid  to  ftem  the  current  of  publick  fentiment,  and  avow  their 
opinions  in  oppofition  to  the  general  voice ; nor  did  they  at  firft 
choofe  to  exhibit  the  leaft  diflike  to  the  awful  ftruggle  that  was 
about  to  enfue,  as  they  found  it  impoffible  to  apologife  for  the 
aggreflions,  or  juftify  the  conduit,  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

Thus  the  firft  war  in  which  France  found  herfelf  involved  in 
confequence  of  the  revolution,  appears  not  only  to  have  been 
popular,  but  in  many  refpeits  legitimate.  Troops  and  magazines 
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had  been  colleded  and  embodied  in  a neutral  country  j the  expa-  sect,  ix. 
triated  princes,  nobles,  and  body  guards,  were  aflembled  in  hoftile  1791, 
array  at  CoWentz ; the  emigrants  of  all  defcriptions  were  pub- 
lickly  encouraged  and  protefted  ; a regiment  of  the  line  had 
been  feduced ; attempts  had  been  made  to  obtain  poffeffion  of 
the  fortrelTes ; a conftitutional  king  was  deemed  incapable  of  the 
exercife  of  his  fundtions ; all  the  reforms  eifedled  fince  the  con- 
vocation of  the  ftates-general  were  confidered  as  void  ; the  court 
of  Vienna  had  refufed  either  to  difarm  or  renounce  the  league  into 
which  it  had  entered ; demands  had  been^  made  to  reftore  to  the 
clergy  their  tithes,  to  the  nobles  their  exclufive  privileges,  to  the 
people  their  ancient  bondage : while  a foreign  prince  had  pre- 
fumed to  violate  the  bounds  of  decency  and  decorum,  by  thus 
prefcribing  the  terms,  in  compliance  with  which  a great,  free, 
and  independent  people,  were  to  be  permitted  to  regulate  and 
govern  themfelves. 
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NeGOCIATIONS  having  proved  unavailing,  and  remon-  ^OOK  I, 
ftrances  being  treated  with  contempt,  France  was  at  length 

reduced  to  the  terrible  alternative  of  arms.  The  latent  genius 

\ 

of  a nation  but  too  prone  to  war  was  thus  unfortunately  aroufed ; 
and  as  it  appeared  far  better  to  anticipate  than  to  avoid  the  blow, 
the  firft  declaration  of  hoftilities  originated  with  the  country 
that  deemed  itfelf  aggrieved. 

Louis  XVI.  had,  at  length,  yielded  to  the  clamours  of  the 

' 0 7/  concerning 

people,  the  reprefentations  of  the  legillature,  and  the  advice  of  the  campaign, 
his  cabinet,  all  of  whom  loudly  invoked  a conteft,  which  they 
deemed  alike  neceflary  for  the  protection  of  civil  liberty  and 
national  independence.  His  majefty  accordingly  repaired  to  the  The  king  re- 
national  aflembly,  and  being  furrourjded  by  his  minifters,  who, 
on  this  occafion,  were  unanimous  in  favour  of  vigorous  meafures,  . 
he  Hated  the  critical  fituation  of  France,  in  refpeCt  to  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  in  a fuitable  exordium.  Dumouriez,  who  prefided  in  the  April  20.3 
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HOOK  I.  department  for  foreign  affairs,  then  read  the  following  addrefs  to 
CHAP.  1.  French  from  the  members  of  his  council : 

“ When  you  took  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  conftitution,  you 
became,  Sire,  the  objedt  of  the  hatred  of  the  enemies  of  liberty. 
No  natural  tie  eould  flop,  no  motive  of  alliance,  of  neighbour- 
hood, of  propriety,  eould  prevent  their  enmity.  Your  ancient 
allies  erafed  your  name  out  of  the  lift  of  defpots,  and  from  that 
moment  obliterated  every  idea  of  fidelity.  The  emigrants,  rebels 
to  the  laws  of  their  countr)'',  are  gone  beyond  the  frontiers  to 
aflift  a guilty  league  againft  Franee : they  wifh  to  earry  into  the 
bofom  of  their  native  country  both  fire  and  the  fword.  Their 
rage,  however,  would  have  been  impotent,  if  foreign  princes  had 
not  feconded  and  encouraged  their  criminal  pradtices. 

“The  houfe  of  Auftria  hath  done  every  thing  to  increafe 
their  audacity  ; — the  houfe  of  Auftria,  which  ever  fince  the  treaty 
of  1756,  found  in  us  good  and  faithful  allies  ! This  treaty.  Sire, 
fubjedled  us  to  the  ambitious  views  of  that  power,  and  involved 
us  in  all  her  wars,  during  which  fhe  conftantly  invoked  our 
affiftance  in  the  quality  of  eonfederates.  We  have  been  but  too 
prodigal  of  our  blood,  in  the  eruel  tragedy  of  defpotifm ; and 
the  inftant  we  would  be  no  longer  governed  for  interefted  pur- 
pofes,  we  were  confidered  as  an  enemy. 

“ It  was  Auftria  which  ftirred  up  againft  France  that  reftlefs 
northern  potentate,  whofe  tyrannical  phrenfy  at  laft  made  him 
fall  by  the  hands  of  an  aftaflin.  It  was  Auftria,  which  advifed 
one  party  of  Frenchmen  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  other.  The 
note  of  the  eourt  of  Vienna  of  the  i8th  of  February  was  in 
truth  a declaration  of  war;  for  M.  Kaunitz  there  avows  the 
league  of  the  powers  combined  againft  France  : and  the  death  of 
Leopold  has  not  occafioned  any  change  in  this  fyftem  of  am- 
bition. 

“The  note  of  the  i8th  of  March  is  the  ultimatum  of  the 
court  of  Vienna,  and  is  ftill  more  provoking  than  the  former > 
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for  the  king  of  Hungary  there  exprefles  a wifh,  that  we  fhould  BOOK  i. 

fubmit  our  conftitution  to  his  revifion,  and  he  does  not  diflemble 

the  project  of  arming  Frenchmen  againft  Frenchmen.  U92. 

“ Sire,”  continues  the  minifter,  “ in  entrufting  me  with  the 
adminiftration  of  foreign  affairs,  you  have  impofed  the  tafk  of 
declaring  to  you  the  truth  ; I proceed  to  fulfil  it.  It  refults  from 
the  meafures  juft  alluded  to,  that  the  treaty  of  1756  is  violated 
on  the  fide  of  Auftria ; that  the  league  of  foreign  powers  is  an 
adl  of  hoftility  againft  France  ; and  that  you  ought  inftantly  to 
order  M.  Noailles,  your  ambaffador,  to  leave  the  court  of  Vienna 
without  taking  leave.  The  troops  of  Auftria  are  already  on  their 
march  ; camps  are  marked  out,  and  fortreffes  are  building.  The 
nation,  by  its  oath  on  the  14th  of  July,  has  declared,  that  any 
man  who  fhall  accede  to  an  unconftitutional  negociation  becomes 
a traitor.  The  delay  granted  to  Auftria  is  expired ; your  honour 
is  attacked ; the  nation  is  infulted ; therefore  no  other  part 
remains  for  your  majefty,  but  to  make  to  the  national  affembly 
the  formal  propofition  of  declaring  war  againft  the  king  of  Bo- 
hemia and  Hungary.” 

When  the  minifter  had  concluded,  the  king  refumed  his  fpeech: 

“You  have  heard,”  faid  he,  “ the  decifion  of  the  members  of 
my  council.  I adopt  their  determination.  It  is  in  exadt  con- 
formity to  the  wifh  of  the  affembly  and  many  diftridts  of  France  : 
it  appears  to  me,  in  fhort,  to  be  the  wifh  of  the  nation. 

Frenchmen  prefer  war  to  a ruinous  anxiety,  and  to  a 
humiliating  fituation,  that  alike  affedts  our  conftitution  and  our 
dignity.  I have  done  every  thing  to  avert  this  meafure — but  I 
now  deem  it  indifpenfable.  I come,  therefore,  in  the  terms  of 
the  conftitution,  to  propofe  to  you  formally  to  declare  war  agalnjl 
the  king  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary T 

On  this  the  prefident  replied  : ■ 

“ Sire,  the  affembly  will  proceed  to  deliberate  on  the  propo- 
fition  juft  made  by  your  majefty,  and  it  will  notify  the  refult  by 
means  of  a meffage.” 
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BOOK  I.  When  the  king  had  retired,  the  diplomatick  committee  im- 
CHAP.  I.  mediately  withdrew ; and  on  its  return  prefented  the  following 
1792.  decree,  which  was  inftantly  and  unanimoufly  adopted  by  the 
reprefentative  body  : 

Decree  of  “ T H E national  aflembly,  deliberating  on  the  formal  propo- 
rtion of  the  king  j confidering  that  the  court  of  Vienna,  in  con- 
tempt of  treaties,  hath  continued  to  grant  an  open  protection  to 
the  French  rebels  ; that  it  hath  excited  and  formed  a league  iir 
concert  with  feveral  powers  of  Europe,  againft  the  Independence 
and  fecurity  of  the  nation  ; 

“ That  Francis  I.  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  hath,  by 
his  notes  of  the  1 8th  of  March,  and  yth  of  April  laft,  refufed  to 
renounce  this  league  ; 

“ That,  notwithftanding  the  propofitlon  made  to  him  by  the 
note  of  March  ii,  1792,  to  reduce,  on  both  fides,  to  a peace 
eftabllfhment  the  troops  on  the  frontiers,  he  hath  continued  and 
increafed  his  hoftile  preparations  ; 

“ That  he  hath  formally  infringed  the  foverelgnty  of  the 
French  nation,  by  declaring,  that  he  would  fupport  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  German  princes  who  have  poffeffions  in  France,  to 
whom  the  French  nation  hath  continued  to  hold  out  indemnities ; 

That  he  hath  attempted  to  divide  the  French  citizens,  and 
to  arm  them  againft  one  another,  by  holding  out  fupport  to  the 
malecontents,  by  means  of  a combination  of  foreign  powers  ; 

“ Considering,  in  fine,  that  the  refufal  of  an  anfwer  to  the 
laft  difpatches  of  the  king  of  the  French,  leaves  no  longer 
any  hope  to  obtain,  by  the  means  of  amicable  negociation,  the 
redrefs  of  thefe  different  grievances,  and  amounts  to  a decla- 
ration of  war ; decrees,  that  there  exifts  a cafe  of  urgency. 

“The  national  aflembly  accordingly  declares,  that  the  French 
nation,  faithful  to  the  principles  confecrated  by  the  conftitution, 
not  to  undertake  any  , .war  with  the  view  of  making  conquefts, 
and  never  to  employ  its  force  againft  the  rights  of  any  people, 
but  only  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  liberty  and  inde- 
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pendence ; that  the  war  into  which  they  are  now  compelled  to  BOOK  I. 

enter,  is  not  a conteft  of  nation  againft  nation,  but  the  juft  defence 

of  a free  people,  againft  the  unjuft  oppreflion  of  a monarch  ; ^793. 

“ That  the  French  will  never  confound  their  brethren  with 
their  enemies  ; that  they  will  negled  nothing  to  foften  the  rigours 
of  war ; to  preferve  property,  and  prevent  it  from  fuftaining 
any  injury,  as  well  as  to  bring  down  upon  the  heads  of  thofe 
alone  who  league  themfelves  againft  liberty,  all  the  evils  infe- 
parable  from  hoftilities  ; i 

“ That  they  will  adopt  all  thofe  foreigners  who,  abjuring  the 
caufe  of  their  enemies,  fhall  join  their  ftandard,  and  confecratc 
their  efforts  to  the  defence  of  freedom  j and  that  they  will  favour, 
by  all  the  means  in  its  power,  their  eftablilhment  in  France  : 

“ The  national  aflembly,  accordingly,  after  deliberating  on  the 
formal  propofitions  of  the  king  of  the  French,  hereby  decrees  war 
againft  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia.” 

Although,  in  confequence  of  the  neceflary  formalities,  it 
was  late  in  the  evening  before  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation 
had  affented  to  the  demand  of  his  majefty,  the  decree  was  im- 
mediately carried  to  the  palace,  and  received  the  royal  fand;ion 
at  ten  o’clock.  This  intelligence  was  communicated  by  extra- 
ordinary couriers  to  all  the  ambaffadors  at  foreign  courts,  and  alfo 
to  all  the  departments.  Prompt  and  vigorous  means  were  adopted  Preparations 
for  increaftng  the  troops,  fupplying  the  garrifons,  and  furnifhing 
the  magazines  ; meafures  which,  however  obvious,  had  hitherto 
been  moft  fhamefully  negledted.  Such  was  the  deficiency  of  fire- 
arms in  particular,  that  agents  were  difpatched  to  different  parts 
of  Europe,  and  even  to  America,  on  purpofe  to  obtain  them. 

The  aflembly  alfo  publifhed  an  addrefs  to  the  citizens  armed 
for  the  defence  of  their  country,  which  tended  not  a little  to 
inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  infufe  a martial  fpirit  into 
the  nation. 

**  The  fate  of  our  liberty,”  faid  they,  “ that  perhaps  of  theAcUrefsto 

the  armies. 
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book  1.  whole  world,  is  in  your  hands.  We  do  not  tell  you  of  our  con- 
fidence  : like  your  courage,  it  is  unbounded.  We  have  not  pro- 
1792.  yoked  the  war  ; and  when  the  king  propofed  to  us,  at  length,  to 
avenge  the  outrage  committed  againft  the  dignity  of  the  nation, 
we  refitted  for  a long  time  the  wifli  exprefled  by  the  general  indig- 
nation of  the  French,  A free  people  recurs  to  arms  with  regret, 
but  it  does  not  recur  in  vain.  The  fhame  and  tortures  incident  to 
an  eternal  fervitude,  would  not  be  an  adequate  punittiment  for  a 
nation  who  fhould  fuffer  their  liberty  to  be  wretted  from  them 
after  having  conquered  it. 

“And  what  object  can  be  more  worthy  of  your  courage  ? The 
period  is  patted,  in  which  French  warriours,  the  docile  inttru- 
ments  of  one  man’s  will,  armed  themfelves  only  to  defend  the 
interetts,  the  caprice,  or  the  pafllons  of  kings.  At  prefent, 
yourfelves,  your  children,  your  own  rights,  are  to  be  defended. 
We  mutt  conquer,  or  we  mutt  return  to  the  dominion  of  feudal 
privileges,  of  arbitrary  imprifonment,  and  of  every  fort  of  vex- 
ation, oppreflion,  and  fervitude.  Your  own  individual  happi- 
nefs,  the  happinefs  of  all  thofe  who  are  dear  to  you,  is  thus 
intimately  connected  with  the  fafety  of  the  country. 

“ But  thofe  are  unworthy  to  defend  it,  who  do  not  add  virtue 
to  courage.  The  men  whom  we  fight  to-day,  are  our  brothers ; 
to-morrow,  perhaps,  they  will  be  our  friends.  Intrepid  in  battle  ; 
firm  during  misfortunes  ; modett  after  victory  j generous  to  the 
vanquifhed  ; — fuch  are  a free  people. 

“ The  laws  will  punifh  with  jutt  feverity  all  outrages  againtt 
the  rights  of  nations,  and  the  ttill  more  facred  rights  of  nature. 
Rewards,  on  the  contrary,  will  attend  faithful  warriours ; their 
names  will  obtain  for  ever  the  gratitude  and  the  homage  of  the 
friends  of  liberty ; and,  if  they  die  in  battle,  their  children  ttiall 
be  the  children  of  their  country. 

“ As  for  us,  immoveable  in  the  midtt  of  political  ttorms,  we 
will  carefully  watch  over  all  the  machinations  of  all  the  enemies 
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of  the  empire.  The  world  fhall  determine,  whether  we  are  the  ^ ^ o k i. 

^ • • • CHAP  I 

reprefentatives  of  a great  people,  or  the  timid  fubjeds  of  an 

arbitrary  king.  We  have  fworn  not  to  capitulate  either  with  1792. 

pride  or  tyranny : we  will,  keep  our  oath — ‘ Death ! death  1 

or  vid:ory  and  equality!’  ” 

But,  not  content  with  aroufmg  the  minds  of  the  people,  by 
means  of  addrefles,  the  national  aflembly  palTed  a vote  for  aug- 
menting the  army  to  450,000  men,  while  care  was  taken,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  give  ftrength  and  efficacy  to  the  meafures  of  the 
new  adminiftration,  by  placing  funds  at  their  difpofal  Sufficient 
for  every  poflible  emergency.  The  ajjignats^  an  engine  ftill  Condua  of 
more  formidable  perhaps,  during  the  courfe  of  the  revolutionary  . 

warfare, . than  even  the  bayonets  of  the  foldiery,  was  recurred  to 
upon  this  occafion ; and  hear  300,000,000  of  livres,  in  paper 
money,  which  as  yet  had  experienced  but  little  depreciation,  were 
foon  after  voted  for  the  extraordinary  fervices  of  the  treafury. 

Three  feparate  bodies  of  troops  had  already  been  formed  along  state  of  the^ 
the  frontiers,  from  Switzerland  to  Dunkirk,  under  the  dirediion 
of  . three  commanders,  enjoying  at  this  period,  not  only  the 
reputation  of  great  military  talents,  but  alfo  the  confidence  of  the 
nation.  The  marffial  de  Rochambeau,  who  had  already  diftin-  - 
guiffied  himfelf  during  the  feven-years’  war,  as  well  as  in  America, 
left  Paris  the  day  after  the  declaration  of  hoftilities,  on  purpofe  [April  21. j 
to  alTume  the  command  of  the  northern  army.  He  immediately 
eftabliffied  his  head  quarters  at  Valenciennes,  and  gave  orders  to. 

/orm  three  camps,  in  order  to  cover  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  be  able,  as  occafion  ferved,  to  commence  offenfive  operations 
againft  the  enemy.  The  troops  under  his  command,  by  means  of 
draughts  from  the  garrifons,  might  be  increafed  from  thirty  to 
thirty-five  thoufand  men ; d’Harville,  Biron,  Delbeck,  and 
d’Aumont,  ferved  under  him. 

The  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  had  alfo  acquired  celebrity  by 
his  exploits  on  the  Tranfatlantick  continent,  was.  placed  at  the  head 
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BOOK  I.  of  the  army  of  the  centre:  he  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Metz  and 

CHAP  I . . . ^ ’ 

occupied  Nancy,  Thionville,  and  Luneville.  He  had  upwards  of 
1792.  20,000  men  at  his  difpofal,  and  w^as  fo  ported,  as  to  continue  the 

line  of  defence  from  the  Meufe  to  the  Mofelle ; the  general 
officers  under  his  command  confirted  of  de  Wittgeinrtein,  de  Belle- 
mont,  Crillon,  Parquet,  and  Defranc. 

The  army  of  the  Rhine  was  entrurted  to  marflial  Luckner,  a 
foreigner  who  had  been  invited  into  the  fervice  of  France,  and 
of  whofe  talents  high  expeertations  had  been  formed,  which  were 
by  no  means  realifed  in  the  fequel.  The  forces  under  his  direc- 
tion amounted  to  nearly  fifty  thoufand  men,  and  foon  extended 
from  Laudau  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Swifs  cantons,  in  confequence 
of  the  feizure  of  the  important  pafs  of  Porentrui.  Berthier, 
Lameth,  and  Jarry,  occupied  fubordinate  Ikuations, 

Situation  of  The  defencelefs  rtate  of  the  Low-countries  exhibited  a vul- 

the  Auftrian 

Netherlands,  nerable  point,  where  the  enemy  might  be  attacked  with  equal 
eafe  and  advantage  ; and  it  was  accordingly  determined  to  wrert 
. thefe  fertile  pofleffions  from  the  houfe  of  Aurtria,  and  thus  re- 

taliate for  the  aggreffions  lately  committed  againrt  France.  That 
country,  fince  known  by  the  name  of  Belgium,  had,  at  a former 
period,  enjoyed  a large  portion  of  happinefs  and  profperity,  in 
confequence  of  its  free  conrtitution  and  commercial  intercourfe 
with  the  different  nations  of  Europe  ; but  it  no  fooner  formed  a 
portion  of  a great  monarchy,  than  the  wife  policy  which  had 
guided  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Burgundy  ceafed  to  operate  ; 
trade  and  manufactures  were  difeouraged  by  the  genius  of  a 
military  government,  and  the  bleffings  which  nature  feemed  to 
pour  into  its  lap  were  contemptuoufly  rejected  in  confequence  of 
the  facrifice  of  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt. 

Possessing  a foil  of  an  admirable  quality,  the  capitals  of  the 
more  opulent  inhabitants,  no  longer  employed  in  traffic  as  be- 
fore, were  now  diverted  into  another  chamjsel ; agriculture  was 
thus  taught  to  flourifh,  and  wealth  to  flow  in  from  a new  fource. 
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The  houfe  of  Auftria,  notwithftandine  its  impolitic  condu(ft,  ftlll  BOOK  i. 

° CHAP.  I. 

continued  to  derive  immenfe  advantages  from  the  poffefTion  of 

thefe  territories.  Its  government  conftituted  an  appanage  for  a 

younger  branch  of  the  imperial  family ; and  it  was  there  that,  In 

addition  to  fixed  fubfidles  and  voluntary  contributions,  loans  were 

obtained  during  the  time  of  war.  But  the  Imprudence  of  fome 

of  the  late  princes  had  alienated  the  affections  of  a people  who,  , 

by  a fingular  union  of  contrarieties,  united  a love  of  liberty  with 

an  ardent  fuperftition,  and  a reverence  bordering  on  idolatry  for 

priefls  to  an  extreme  jealoufy  of  their  civil  rulers. 

Joseph  II.  with  the  ufual  inconliftency  of  his  character,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  difmantled  the  fortrefles  in  Flanders,  contrived 
to  violate  the  privileges  and  the  prejudices  of  the  people  ; and,  in 
exaCt  proportion  as  he  diminifhed  the  means  of  coercion,  increafed 
at  once  the  force  and  the  power  of  refiftance.  This  extraor- 
dinary conduct  had,  at  length,  produced  a war,  in  which  the 
infurgents,  animated  by  a great  caufe,  and  fupported  by  feveral 
neighbouring  powers,  at  firft  proved  victorious  ; in  confequence, 
however,  of  their  own  animofities,  no  lefs  than  the  defection  of 
their  allies,  the  imperial  arms  at  length  proved  triumphant:  but 
thefe  diftant  territories,  although  fubjugated  by,  were  not  re- 
united to  the  houfe  of  Auftria ; for  a people  whofe  allegiance 
could  fcarcely  be  enfiired  by  thirty  thoufand  foldiers  was  pre- 
pared to  confider  an  invader,  not  as  an  enemy,  but  a deliverer. 

Thefe  confiderations,  equally  obvious  and  important,  were  neither 
overlooked  nor  negleCled  by  the  minifters  who  now  formed  the 
cabinet  council  of  France. 

Dumouriez,  who,  without  poflefting  the  title  of  prime-mi-  Plans  of  the 
nifter,  afpired  to  the  direction  of  every  thing,  at  this  moment  ^ ^ 
conducted  the  war  department,  as  well  as  that  of  foreign 
affairs.  He  determined  to  commence  the  campaign  by  feizing 
on  the  Auftrlan  Netherlands,  with  an  army  of  forty  thoufandi 
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BOOK  I.  men,  and  drew  up  a plan  * of  operations,  which  was  approved 

CHAP  I . • • ^ ^ 

by  the  council,  and  according  to  which  there  were  to  be  two 

1792.  real  and  two  falfe  attacks.  But  the  three  generals,  without  con- 
fulting  the  cabinet,  had  already  concerted  among  themfelves  a dif- 
ferent fcheme  for  obtaining  the  fame  objed:.  In  conformity  to  this, 
la  Fayette  was  to  have  been  entrufted  with  the  execution  of  the 
enterprife  againft  the  Auftrian  Low-countries,  at  the  head  of  fifty 


* Here  follows  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  as  detailed  by  the  proje£tor  himfelf. 
(See  La  Vie  du  General  Dumouriez,  t.  II.) 

“ La  Fayette,  with  a detachment  of  ten  thoufand  men,  followed  by  the  reft  of 
his  army,  was  to  have  filed  off  by  Givet,  and  taken  poffeffion  of  Namur ; where, 
at  that  time,  there  was  only  a fmgle  battalion  of  Walloons,  more  than  the  half  of 
whom  had  entered  into  a confpiracy  to  defert,  on  the  appearance  of  the  French. 
Thence  he  was  to  have  marched  towards  Bruffels,  or  Liege,  for  the  firft  operation 
alone  was  prefcribed  to  him  •,  as  to  every  thing  elfe,  he  was  at  liberty  to  follow  his 
own  judgment  This  movement  was  to  be  executed  between  the  30th  of  April 
and  the  2d  of  May. 

“ At  the  fame  period,  lieutenant-general  Biron  was  to  fet  out  from  Valenciennes 
with  ten  thoufand  men,  and  to  march  towards  Mons,  where  the  Auftrian  general 
Beaulieu  was  pofted  with  two  thoufand  five  hundred  troops,  who  were  reinforced 
to  five  thoufand. 

“ A general  officer  was  to  be  dlfpatched  the  very  fame  day  from  LIfle,  by  lieu- 
tenant-general d’Aumont,  with  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  men : thefe  were  to 
follow  the  road  leading  to  Tournay,  with  orders  to  pufli  for  that  town,  if  they 
met  with  no  refiftance,  to  place  a garrifon  in  its  citadel,  and  then  either  to  join 
general  Biron,  or  to  execute  any  orders  he  might  fend.  But  it  was  mentioned  In 
the  Inftrucftions,  that  if  the  Belgians  did  not  feem  friendly,  and  would  not  declare 
themfelves,  he  was  to  flop  at  Beflieux  in  the  territories  of  France,  and  at  the  very 
extremity  of  the  frontier ; becaufe,  in  that  cafe,  this  was  only  meant  as  a falfe 
attack,  and  therefore  the  fafety  of  the  detachment  was  not  to  be  endangered. 

“ Carle,  a major-general,  and  commanding  officer  of  Dunkirk,  was  alfo  to  fally 
forth  at  the  head  of  twelve  hundred  men,  and  march  towards  Fumes,  to  Jeel  the 
pulfe  of  the  Flemmings ; he  was  to  condudl  himfelf  agreeably  to  the  progrefs  of 
the  other  troops,  and  either  to  return  to  Dunkirk,  or  to  remain  In  the  field,  and 
ftrengthen  himfelf  by  means  of  new-  troops.  This  general  attack  was  to  have  been 
made  with  about  forty  thoufand  men,  a number  fully  fufficient  for  the  firft  ope- 
rations. The  war  had  only  been  declared  ten  days,  and  neither  orders  nor  iroops 
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thoufand  men ; Rochambeau  intended  to  fupport  him  by  means  BOOK  I. 
of  a fecond  army  ; while  a third  was  deftined  to  take  pofleflion  of 
Mentz  *.  In  addition  to  this  oppofition  of  fentiments,  a fettled 
enmity  adually  fubfifted  between  Dumouriez  on  the  one  part, 
and  la  Fayette  and  Rochambeau  on  the  other;  which,  with 
other  unforefeen  events,  contributed  to  produce  the  difafters  that 
enfued. 

After  much  ufeful  time  had  been  wafted  in  explanation  and  [April  28.] 
difputes,  Biron  at  length  obtained  the  command  of  a body  of 
troops  belonging  to  the  army  of  Rochambeau,  with  which  he  ^herlands. 
fet  out  from  Valenciennes,  and  encamped  at  Quievrain  on  the 
ift  of  May.  Having  proceeded  as  far  as  Boflu,  he  there  fell  in 
with  fome  light  troops  pofted  at  that  place  by  Beaulieu,  a gallant 
and  experienced  officer  , who  had  drawn  up  the  main  body  of  his 
little  army  on  the  heights  above  Mons.  On  this,  two  regiments  of 
French  dragoons,  without  feeing  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  im- 
mediately betook  themfelves  to  flight,  exclaiming,  that  they  were 
furrounded  and  betrayed.  The  infantry,  which  had  been  thrown 
into  diforder  by  the  mifcondud  of  the  cavalry,  alfo  fled ; and  fuch 


could  arrive  from  Vienna  for  defending  the  country ; which,  in  addition  to  this, 
was  extremely  well  difpofed.  Had  the  fcheme  been  confided  to  a man  of  genius, 
equally  able,  a£l:ive,  and  willing,  the  fuccefs  would  have  been  infallible. 

“ This  army  was  to  have  been  quickly  reinforced  by  more  than  thirty  thoufand 
Infantry,  confifting  of  national  battalions  raifed  during  the  preceding  fummer  in 
the  northern  and  weftern  departments  of  France.  A fecond  levy  was  ordered  ; 
and  the  interior  in  the  mean  time  furnifhed  feveral  regiments  of  cavalry,  which 
were  now  approaching  Flanders.  Thus,  when  the  emperor  would  have  aflembled 
a body  of  troops  In  June  or  July,  with  an  intention  to  reconquer  the  Low-coun- 
tries, he  would  have  been  obliged  to  oppofe  la  Fayette  at  the  head  of  upwards  of 
fevenly-five  thoufand  Frenchmen,  and  a whole  country  in  a ftate  of  infurre£lion. 
In  fliort,  this  Is  precifely  the  very  fame  plan  that  general  Dumouriez  himfelf 
afterwards  carried  into  execution,  with  a greater  force  indeed,  but  alfo  againfl  a 
far  more  powerful  defence.” 

* Tableau  Hill.  & Polit.  de  I’Europe,  par  P.  Segur,  t.  II.  p.  239. 


12  WARS  OF  THE 

BOOK  I.  was  the  panick  terrour  with  which  they  were  feized,  that  they 
fufFered  themfelves  to  be  purfued  by  five  or  fix  hundred  Hulans 
J792.  and  chafleurs,  and  loft  their  camp  equipage,  baggage,  and  even 
the  military  cheft. 

Rochambeau,  on  hearing  of  this  difafter,  immediately 
marched  from  Valenciennes  with  a few  regiments  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  the  fugitives,  who  now  entered  that  fortrefs,  and  no 
fooner  found  themfelves  in  fafety  than  they  aflembled  in  a 
tumultuous  manner,  and  exhibited  an  eager  defire  to  murder 
the  marfhal,  and  the  general  officers,  who  had  been  fo  lately  the 
unwilling  witneftes  of  their  difgrace. 

On  the  fame  day  and  hour,  major-general  Theobald  Dillon  left 
Lifle,  and  experienced  a fimilar  fate.  Having  arrived  at  Beffieu 
with  two  thoufand  infantry  and  one  thoufand  cavalry,  he  found 
himfelf  oppofed  by  major-general  Happencourt,  with  a body  of 
Auftrians  from  Tournay,  who  did  not,  however,  exceed  eight  or 
Dlfgraccful  nine  hundred  men.  No  fooner  had  thefe  come  in  fight,  than  the 
■ regiments  of  cavalry,  after  uttering  the  fame  cry  of  “ treafon  ! 
treafon  !”  as  was  heard  among  the  horfe  under  Biron,  ruffied 
alfo  through  the  foot,  and  the  whole  idetachment  returned  back 
without  being  purfued,  abandoning  the  artillery  and  baggage 
with  the  moft  fhameful  indifference 


* Here  follows  a brief  account  of  thefe  difaflers,  copied  from  the  proceedings 
of  the  national  aflembly.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that,  in  confequence  of 
the  hurry  and  confufion,  the  details  are  not  entirely  accurate. 

“ May  I.  The  miniller  of  war  announced,  that  a detachment  of  the  garrifon  of 
lafle  had  fallied  forth  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  ult.  in  order  to  proceed  towards 
'i'ournay,  under  the  command  of  M.  Dillon ; but  that  the  troops  were  driven  back 
to  Lille,  after  experiencing  the  moft  horrible  defeat : that  M.  Dillon,  who  was 
equally  zealous  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  the  defence  of  the  conftitution, 
loft  his  life  near  that  very  city,  which  ought  to  have  protedled  his  defeat ; and  that 
he  perilhed  by  the  hands  of  thofe  very  men  for  whom  and  with  whom  he  had 
fought.  (The  ajjembly  here Jbuddcred  with  indignation. J 


“ The 
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Dillon  having  entered  Lifle  foon  after  the  main  body,  was  B o O 
inftantly  attacked  and  murdered  by  his  fugitive  army ; which, 
having  thus  added  perfidy  to  cowardice,  hung  his  corpfe  along  i792, 
with  that  of  lieutenant-colonel  Berthois  of  the  engineers  on  a 
gallows,  while  the  populace,  who  had  joined  the  ferocious 
foldiery,  committed  every  fpecies  of  excefs,  and  accufed  all  the 
furviving  officers  of  being  Arijlocrats 

At  length  la  Fayette,  who  was  to  have  attacked  Namur 
with  his  whole  army,  arrived  at  Givet  with  only  ten  thoufand 


“ The  minifler  added,  that  M.  Chamot  brother  to  the  adjutant-general,  M. 
Berthois  an  officer  of  engineers,  a prieft,  and  fome  Auftrian  chaffeurs  who  had 
been  taken  prifoners,  were  hanged  at  Lifle.” 

“ May  3.  The  minifter  at  war  informed  the  alTembly  of  the  defeat  of  the  French 
forces  at  Mons,  under  M.  Biron,  and  of  their  retreat  to  Valenciennes,  with  the 
lofs  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  killed,  a confiderable  number  taken  prifoners, 
and  five  pieces  of  cannon.” 

“ May  4.  M.  Dumouriez  read  a letter  from  M.  Rochambeau  to  the  king,  in- 
forming his  majefliy  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  troops  under  his  command,  whom  he 
had  been  obliged  to  march  into  the  territories  of  the  king  of  Hungary,  in  con- 
fequence  of  orders  from  the  minifters,  which  were  totally  oppofite  to  the  in- 
ftruefions  of  the  1 7th  and  22d  of  April,  and  the  caufe  of  the  failure  of  the  enter- 
prife.  He  concludes  by  requefting  leave  to  refign. 

“ The  minifter,  at  the  fame  time,  entreated  the  aflembly  to  adopt  fome  vigorous 
meafures  for  the  fecurity  of  the  generals  ; and  alfo  to  fend  commiffiioners  to  Lifle, 
to  enquire  into  the  events  that  had  occurred  there,  and  make  an  example  of  fuch. 
as  might  be  found  guilty.” 

* Count  Theobald  Dillon,  defeended  from  an  ancient  Iriffi  family,  which  had 
followed  the  fortunes  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  was  a colonel  in  the  fervicc  of  France 
anteriour  to  the  revolution,  and  had  recently  been  invefted  with  the  rank  of  mare- 
chnl  de  camp.  It  was  at  iirft  aflerted,  even  in  Paris,  that  he  had  betrayed  his  army  and 
deferved  his  fate ; but  the  national  alTembly  did  juftice  to  his  memory,  June  9, 
1792,  having  on  that  day  voted  him  funeral  honours* *,  and  not  content  with 
bellowing  800  livres  of  penfion  on  each  of  his  children,  prefented  1500  more  to 
Jofephina  Viefville,  a young  lady,  to  whom  he  was  to  have  been  married.  The 
widow  and  children  of  lieutenant- colonel  Peter-Frangois  Berthois  experienced  a 
fimilar  remuneration  ; and  the  military  decoration,  on  the  motion  of  Carnot,  was 
bellowed  on  their  two  aides-de-camp. 

VOL.  I. 
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book  I.  men.  There  he  found  himfelf  entirely  deftitute  of  camp 
equipage,  forage,  provifions,  and  baggage  waggons ; he  at  the 
•752.  fame  time  received  an  account  of  the  difafters  that  had  oc- 
curred in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mons  and  Tournay,  on  which 
he  determined  to  difcontinue  his  operations.  One  of  his  de- 
tachments, however,  conducted  itfelf  with  great  bravery  ; for  a 
body  of  three  thoufand  men,  under  the  command  of  Gouvion, 
having  been  attacked  near  Bovines  by  the  Auftrians,  that  officer, 
after  a gallant  defence,  retired  under  the  cannon  of  Philippeville, 
and  loft  his  life  in  vindicating  the  honour  of  his  country. 

These  difafters,  which  in  the  two  former  inftances  originated 
with  the  cavalry,  who,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  were 
generally  difaffedted,  threw  Paris  into  confternation.  The  aflem- 
bly  was  greatly  irritated  againft  Dumouriez  ; becaufe,  not  content 
with  the  diredlion  of  his  own,  he  had  prefumed  to  regulate  the 
war  department ; and  he  was  actually  in  danger  of  being  fent  to 
Complaints  Orleans  : nor  was  this  all,  for  two  of  the  generals  addrefled  one 

of  the  gene-  ^ ° 

rals.  letter  to  the  king,  and  another  to  the  legiflative  body,  in  which 

they  obferved,  “ that  they  could  no  longer  execute  the  orders  of 
an  ignorant  council,  and  a prefumptuous  minifter.”  They  both 
complained,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  had  been  forced  to  open 
the  campaign  without  either  provifions  or  camp  equipage.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  replied  on  the  part  of  Dumouriez,  that 
when  the  enemy  pillaged  the  camp  of  Quievrain,  tents  and 
neceflaries  for  twenty-two  thoufand  men  were  found  there ; that 
the  detachment  under  Dillon  had  not  only  tents  and  baggage, 
but  two  thoufand  five  hundred  blankets  ; that  la  Fayette  fliould 
have  marched  with  his  whole  army  inftcad  of  only  10,000  men, 
and  fo  far  from  defifting,  on  hearing  of  the  checks  before  Mons 
and  Tournay,  ought,  on  the  contrary,  to  have  taken  Namur,  in 
order  to  compenfate  for  the  difgraces  that  had  occurred  in 
Flanders. 

The  unfortunate  commencement  of  the  campaign,  not  only 
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produced  a number  of  defertions  but 
refignatlon  of  marflial  Rochambeau  'f,  the 
of  the  northern  army ; and  of  de  Grave, 
war  department : the  latter  was  fucceeded 
former  by  Luckner. 


alfo  occafioned  the  book  l 
commander  in  chief 
the  minifter  for  the  i7y2. 
by  Servan,  and  the  Rochambeau 

refigns. 


* PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY. — May  I4. 

“ The  minifter  at  war  gave  an  account  of  the  late  defertions.  However  afflict- 
ing they  might  feem,  the  flight  of  traitors,  he  faid,  was  much  lefs  dangerous  than  ' 
their  prefence  in  the  army.  The  fourth  regiment,  formerly  called  the  Saxon 
huflars,  had  deferted  in  a body  with  their  colonel  at  their  head,  who  told  them 
that  M.  Luckner,  &c.  were  gone  over  to  the  enemy  ; and  that  the  troops  of  the  line 
who  ftaid  behind  were  to  be  mixed  by  companies  with  the  national  guards,  in 
order  to  be  put  to  the  fword  more  eafily  on  the  firft  plaufible  pretext.  Eighteen 
of  the  privates,  however,  returned  next  day. 

“ The  firft  company  of  the  Berchiny  hulTars,  with  the  eolonel  and  moft  of  the 
officers,  alfo  deferted  ; but  the  reft  of  the  foldiers  refufed  to  follow. 

“ Amidft  thefe  difgraceful  inftances  of  defecEfion,  he  mentioned  with  pleafure 
that  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  national  guards  of  Strafburgh,  in  circumftances 
to  relinquifti  their  civil  avocations,  without  great  inconvenience  either  to  them- 
felves  or  families,  had  offered  their  ferviees,  which  were  accepted.  , 

“ On  the  other  hand,  the  fifteenth  regiment  of  cavalry,  formerly  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Royal  Allemand,  was  prevailed  upon  to  move  off  with  arms  and 
baggage  from  St.  Avoid ; but  many  of  the  privates  immediately  returned  the 
moment  they  found  that  they  had  been  betrayed  by  their  officers.” 

f Marshal  Rochambeau. — The  count  de  Rochambeau  acquired  confiderable 
reputation  during  the  feven-ycars’  war,  and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  repeatedly  at  the 
head  of  the  regiment  of  Auvergne,  of  which  he  was  colonel.  Having  been  pro- 
moted fucceffively  to  the  rank  of  mar ichal  de  camp ^ infpe£l;or,  and  lieutenant-ge- 
neral, his  celebrity  defignated  him  as  an  officer  worthy  of  being  entrufted  with 
the  command  of  the  French  troops  in  America ; and  the  capture  of  the  gallant 
Cornwallis,  although  effe£l:ed  by  a far  fuperior  army,  commanded  by  Wafhington 
and  him  in  conjunftion,  added  not  a little  to  his  high  charadler. 

As  he  appeared  to  incline  towards  the  principles  which  produced  the  revolu- 
tion, Rochambeau  was  employed  and  obtained  a blue  ribband  from  his  fovereign, 
foon  after  that  event  had  taken  place ; and  on  the  flight  of  the  king,  he  prefented 
lumfelf  at  the  bar  of  the  aflembly,  where  he  took  an  oath,  implying  unconditional 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  legiflature. 

At  length  he  was  nominated  a marfhal  of  France,  and  appointed  to  the  di- 
' Y 2 
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BOOK  I.  The  two  parties  in  the  cabinet  were  now  pretty  equally 
balanced  in  point  of  numbers  ; but,  in  confequence  of  the  neu- 
trallty  of  Duranthon,  Dumouricz  fometimes  found  himfelf  in  a 

Dilputcs  in  ^ 

the  cabinet,  minority.  Roland,  Servan,  and  Clavieres,  in  conformity  to 
their  principles,  were  defirous  that  the  king  fliould  dlfmifs  his 
nonjuring  confeflbr,  and  appoint  a fecretary  to  the  council ; the 
latter  propofition  was  in  exad:  conformity  to  the  conflitutional 
code,  but  his  majefty  was  averfe  from  both,  and  he  was  flip- 


re£bon  of  the  northern  army,  but  he  achieved  nothing  naemorable  : this  has 
been  attributed  to  the  policy  of  Dumouriez,  then  minider  at  war,  who  would  not 
permit  any  of  the  old  generals  to  diftinguifh  themfelves,  he  himfelf  having  already 
afpired  to  the  chief  command. 

Rochambeau,  difgufted  at  being  left  at  Lifle  while  his  army  was  in  the  field, 
gave  in  his  refignation,  in  May,  1792,  foon  after  the  defeat  of  one  of  his  divifions 
at  Quievrain,  to  which  Biron  had  marched  in  confequence  of  fecret  orders 
from  the  minifter. 

“ Rochambeau,”  fays  Dumouriez,  “ was  one  of  thofe  who  had  tellified  the 
greateft  diflike  to  the  new  minifter,  and  alfo  to  the  declaration  of  war.  He  had 
plainly  told  D.  that  he  was  a fool : and,  that  he  might  avoid  tranfa£l:ing  bufinefs 
either  with  him  or  Degrave,  whofe  youth  did  not  infpire  much  confidence,  he  fet 
out  in  a pet  for  his  command. 

“ This  general  had  difplayed  much  fkill  in  the  art  of  war,  and  poftefled  great 
experience ; but  his  faculties  were  blunted  by  age,  and  an  habitual  ftate  of  ill 
health  completely  deprived  him  of  his  activity.  Irritated,  difeontented  with  every 
thing  about  him  ; an  enemy  to  the  revolution,  although  it  had  made  him  a marflial 
of  France  ; and  befet  by  the  feuillansy  fome  of  whom  were  his  general  officers  j 
he  had  announced  that  difeipline  was  entirely  reftored  among  his  troops : he  after- 
wards experienced  the  contrary,  and  found  that  it  was  impoffible  to  depend  upon 
an  army  whofe  confidence  neither  himfelf  nor  thofe  under  him  had  obtained. 
This  is  the  foie  motive  by  which  the  French  foldiery  have  been  at  all  times  in- 
fluenced, but  more  efpecially  fince  that  period,  when  a fyftematical  diforganifation 
was  encouraged,  and  licence  was  regarded  as  the  aegis  of  publick  liberty.”  La  Vie 
de  Dumouriez,  t.  II. 

After  his  refignation,  marflial  Rochambeau  was  frequently  confulted  by  the 
governing  powers  relative  to  military  affairs  ; and  ftill  retained  fufficient  credit  to 
obtain  a high  rank  in  the  army  for  his  fon ; who,  after  ferving  with  applaufe  under 
Biron,  was  appointed  to  a feparate  command  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
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ported  in  his  oppofition  by  three  of  the  members.  Another  fub-  book  i. 
jed;  of  difpute,  however,  occurred  foon  after,  and  rendered  a fchifm 
inevitable.  The  new  minifter  at  war,  wifhing  to  ftrengthen  the 
popular  caufe,  tranfmitted  a letter  to  the  prefident  of  the  national 
alTembly,  propofmg  a decree  for  embodying  and  encamping 
twenty  thoufand  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris  on  the  14th 
of  July.  The  Girondifts,  who  were  at  this  period  in  the  plenitude 
of  their  power,  and  poffefled  a majority  in  the  alTembly,  warmly 
fupported  the  motion,  which  was  accordingly  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  but  the  king  determined  to  oppofe  his  veto.  On  this, 

Roland  drew  up  a letter  to  his  majefty,  which  he  read  at  the 
council-board  ; and  in  which,  after  treating  him  as  a perjured 
prince,  he  reminded  the  monarch  of  the  illegality  of  his  condudl 
refpe<ffing  his  confeflbr ; of  the  unconflltutional  manner  in  which 
his  body-guards  had  been  formed  ; the  imprudent  conduct  of  the 
queen  ; the  intrigues  of  the  court ; and  of  the  couriers  continually 
difpatched  to  Vienna  and  Coblentz.  He  then  concluded  by 
preffing  his  majefty  to  fandion  the  decrees  relative  to  the  army 
of  federates,  and  the  baniffiing  the  nonjuring  clergy ; and 
threatened,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  to  give  in  his  refignation,  and  to 
awaken  the  nation  relative  to  its  danger.. 

Immediately  after  this,  Dumouriez  had  an  audience  of  the  Difmiffion of 
king  and  queen,  in  which  it  was  agreed  that  Roland,  Servan,  and 
Clavieres,  Ihould  be  difmifled : this  refolution  was  accordingly  13. ] 
communicated  to  them,  and  a new  adminiftration  was  formed. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  arrangements,  the  minifter  for  foreign  af- 
fairs became  fecretary  at  war  : but  he  held  this  appointment  during 
four  days  only  ; for,  at  the  end  of  that  period,  the  king  having  re- 
fufed  to  fandlion  the  two  decrees,  in  conformity  to  his  folemn 
promife  to  Dumouriez,  the  members  refigned,  and  were  fucceeded 
by  a new  miniftry,  nominated  by  the  feuillant  party,  which  now 
appeared  to  be  devoted  to,  and  pofieded  great  influence  at 
court. 
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BOOK  I.  In  the  mean  time,  Luckner,  who  had  lately  pafled  through 
Paris,  in  his  way  to  the  northern  army,  agreed,  at  the  entreaty 
1792.  of  Dumouriez,  to  re-eftablifh  the  offenfive  fyftem  of  war  in 
the  Low-countries,  and  reftore  confidence  to  the  troops,  and  to 
Second  inva-  the  nation.  Accordingly,  on  his  arrival  at  head -quarters, 
Netherlands,  after  effcdting  fome  flight  changes,  he  advanced  into  the  Auf- 
[June  17.]  trian  territories,  and  feized  on  Ypres,  Courtrai,  and  Menin, 
with  a body  of  twenty-two  thoufand  men  ; but  no  fooner  did  he 
hear  that  Dumouriez  had  given  in  his  refignation,  than  he  de- 
termined to  return,  complaining  that  he  had  been  inveigled  into 
the  enterprife.  Previoufly  to  his  departure,  however,  the  fuburbs 
[29.]  of  Courtrai  were  burnt,  without  either  provocation  or  necelTity, 
within  an  hour  before  its  evacuation,  and  that  too  under  pretext 
of  enabling  the  French  to  defend  it. 

As  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  nation  to  conciliate  the  good 
opinion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  this  was 
obvioufly  an  a£t  of  imprudence,  and  the  fpeedy  emigration  of  the 
officer  by  whofe  orders  it  was  executed  leaves  but  little  doubt 
as  to  the  motive.  The  affembly  conducted  itfelf  on  this  oc- 
cafion  with  a munificence  dictated  by  policy,  and  while  this  rafli 
deed  was  formally  rebrobated,  an  adequate  compenfation  was 
voted  to  the  fufferers  j*  ; on  the  other  hand,  the  commander 


* Jarry,  a marechal  de  camp,  who  afterwards  joined  the  Chouans,  and  was  ar- 
refted  at  the  fame  time  with  Cormartin. 

f The  following  fhort  account  of  the  irruption  into  the  Auftrian  Flanders  was 
publiflied  in  Paris  at  this  period  : 

“ Lifle,  June  i8. — On  Sunday  morning  at  two  o’clock  marlhal  Luckner  com- 
menced his  march  with  his  whole  army.  About  the  fame  time  M.  Carle  fet  out 
from  Dunkirk  with  about  io,ooo  men,  and  a confiderable  train  of  artillery,  to  join 
him.  In  his  route  he  took  pofleflion  of  Ypres,  and  the  adjacent  country.  M. 
la  Fayette  alfo  advanced,  and  has  taken  St.  Ghiflain  the  key  to  Mons.  Marfhal 
Luckner  took  pofleffion  of  Menin  at  noon,  the  enemy  retiring  on  his  approach. 

The  French  troops  were  moft  cordially  received  by  the  inhabitants,  who  im- 
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in  chief  was  configned,  firft  to  obfcurity,  and  afterwards  to  B o 0 K i. 
punifhment 

A DEFENSIVE  fyftem  was  now  refolved  upon  again  ; and  the  1792. 
army  of  the  North  having  returned  inglorioufly  to  its  former 
Ration,  occupied  the  intrenched  camp  of  Famars.  This  pofition 


mediately  mounted  the  national  cockade,  the  men  in  their  hats,  and  the  women  in 
their  bofoms  : a column  of  the  army  is  advancing  to  Courtray.” 

The  London  Gazette  afterwards  announced,  that  “ on  the  19th  a detachment 
from  M.  Luckner’s  army  attacked  Courtray,  and  obliged  the  garrifon,  after  fome 
refinance,  to  retire  within  three  leagues  of  Ghent,  where  they  took  poll,  and 
were  reinforced  next  day  by  the  battalion  of  Bender,  then  on  its  way  to  Menin. 
The  Auftrians  are  faid  to  have  loft  a hundred  and  ten  men  and  a piece  of 
cannon.” 

* Marshal  Luckner. — Nicholas  Luckner,  a baron  of  the  empire,  was  born 
at  Campen  in  Bavaria,  ia  1722,  and  appears  to  have  been  a foldier  of  fortune 
from  his  youth.  Having  entered  into  the  fervice  of  Pruffia,  he  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  during  the  feven-years’  war  as  a general  officer,  and  not  only  difplayed  great 
bravery,  but  experienced  confiderable  fuccefs  at  the  head  of  the  light  troops.  The 
French  miniltry,  miftaking  the  talents  of  a partifan  for  thofe  of  a general,  invited 
him  into  the  fervice  of  Louis  XV.  and  on  the  20th  of  June,  1763,  he  obtained  a 
penfion  of  36,000  livres,  and  the  rank  of  a lieutenant-general. 

As  Luckner  appeared  friendly  to  the  revolution,  he  was  employed  In  1791  5 and 
on  the  26th  of  April,  1792,  his  penfion,  the  payment  of  which  had  been  fufpended 
for  fome  time  at  the  treafury,  was  reftored  to  him.  The  ccnjlitutionalijisy  while  in 
power,  had  before  this  fent  for  him  to  the  capital,  in  order  to  confult  with  him  on 
military  affairs,  but  he  proved  fo  utterly  Incapable  of  giving  advice,  that  they  per- 
mitted him  to  return  to  Lorraine  without  difclofing  their  projedbs.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  he  obtained  the  baton  of  a marflial  of  France,  although  he  was  fo’ 
ignorant  of  the  language  of  the  nation  which  penfioned  and  employed  him,  that 
on  his  appearance  at  the  bar  of  the  affembly,  in  order  to  return  thanks,  the 
minifter  at  war  was  under  the  neceflity  of  reading  a fpeech  which  had  been  drawn 
up  for  him;  becaufe,  according  to  him,  “ the  heart  of  the  marffial  had  more  of 
French  in  it  than  his  accent.”  Soon  after  this  he  received  a red  ribband  from  the 
king,  and  conllantly  wore  it,  until  all  decorations  of  this  kind  were  fuppreffed. 

On  the  declaration  of  war  againffc^the  king  of  Hungary,  he  was  appointed 
commander  in  chief  of  one  of  the  three  armies ; and,  on  the  refignaiion  of. 
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BOOK  I. was  objedtionable  In  many  points  of  view,  and  Its  proximity  to 
Valenciennes  kept  the  troops  in  a Rate  of  continual  debauchery; 
J792.  while  the  neighbourhood  of  that  fortrefs,  by  appearing  to  flielter 
and  proted;  them,  exhibited  the  appearance  of  defpondency,  and 
rendered  the  Auftrians  matters  of  the  flat  country.  Nor  was  it 


Rochambeau,  nominated  general  of  the  army  of  the  North ; in  this  capacity 
he  entered  Auftrian  Flanders,  but  fell  into  difcredit  in  confequence  of  his  hafty 
retreat. 

The  marflial  was  afterwards  appointed  to  the  army  of  the  Mofelle  ; In  which 
fituation  he  gave  fo  much  offence  to  the  jacobins  by  his  attachment  to  the  king, 
and  difplayed  fuch  grofs  ignorance  of  military  details,  that,  foon  after  the  invafion 
of -the  combined  army,  he  was  fufpended  from  his  command,  and  fent  to  Chalons, 
where  he  fuperintended  the  management  of  the  recruits,  and  new  levies  ^ being 
ftill  permitted,  however,  to  retain  the  pompous  title  of  getierali/pmoy  but  without 
poflefTmg  any  power  whatfoever. 

In  January,  lypjj  Luckner' repaired  to  the  national  convention  on  purpofe 
to  juftify  his  condudf,  and  was  permitted  to  retire;  but  he  was  afterwards  ar- 
refled,  tried,  and  executed  January  4,  1794,  at  the  age  of  feventy-two,  under 
pretext  of  having  delivered  up  a number  of  the  French  garrifons  to  the  enemy. 

“ Luckner,”  fays  Dumouriez,  t.  III.  “ was  not  devoid  of  talents;  but  his  mind 
was  contradled.  He  was  adfuated  by  a fordid  avarice,  and  entirely  deftitute  of 
education.  His  difpofition  and  habits  had  always  accuftomed  him  to  adf  a fub- 
ordinate  part.  The  confequential  airs  affumed  by  la  Fayette  impofed  upon  him, 
and  the  moment  he  found  any  one  to  put  above  himfelf,  he  inftantly  forgot  his 
own  rank,  and  took  the  fecond  place.  Fie  flill  retained  all  the  corporeal  adfivity 
of  a hulfar ; but  his  Ideas  were  exceedingly  confufed.  He  was  never  able  to  com- 
prehend the  plan  of  the  campaign  of  the  Low-countries ; his  ideas  could  reach 
no  further  than  the  vanguard : and  to  all  the  explanations  of  the  mlnifter  he 
conftantly  replied  in  bad  French,  ‘ Yes,  yes,  I will  turn  firft  by  the  right  and  then 
by  the  left,  and  will  march  quick  — “ Oui,  out-,  mot  tourne  par  le  drotte,  tourue  par 
'k  gauche,  ^ marche  vtie.”  In  truth,  he  confidered  the  invafion  as  a mere  foraging 
party. 

“ He  entered  the  Auftrian  territories,”  adds  Dumouriez,  “ with  an  army  of 
about  twenty-two  thoufand  men,  and  advanced  to  Courtrai  and  Menin.  How- 
ever, he  had  fcarcely  arrived  at  his  head-quarters,  when  he  declared  himfelf  anti- 
minlfterial,  and  his  letters  became  rude  and  unmannerly.  Berthler,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  his  ftaff,  Charles  Lemeth,  Jarry,  IMatthew  de  Montmorenci,  and  all  his 
aides-de-campy  appertained  to  tire  fa£l:ion  of  la  Fayette. 
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adapted  either  to  a good  defence  or  an  expeditious  and  certain  re-  BOOK  I. 
treat.  In  front  was  the  Ronelle,  v/hich  might  be  cro^fed  with 
facility,  while  its  elevated  bank  prefented  a formidable  pofition  1792. 
for  the  enemy’s  artillery.  In  the  rear  flowed  the  Scheldt,  which 
could  not  be  forded,  and  was  only  to  be  palfed  by  means  of 
three  bridges,  two  of  which  might  have  been  feized  on  by  an 
enterprifmg  alfailant.  There  were  two  other  entrenched  camps, 
one  at  Maubeuge,  the  other  at  Maulde : the  former  was  com- 
manded by  lieutenant-general  Lanoue,  who  had  between  five 
and  fix  thoufand  men  under  him ; the  latter  by  Dumouriez,  who 
immediately  after  his  refignation  had  refumed  the  profelTion  of 
arms. 

In  the  mean  time  a great  change  had  taken  place  in  Paris. 

The  conduct  of  the  king  had  given  rife  to  fufpicion,  and  the  dif- 
miflion  of  Roland  and  his  two  colleagues  added  greatly  to  the 
perplexity  of  the  girondifts,  who  beheld  on  the  one  hand  the  in- 


“ There  were  only  two  general  officers  in  Luckner’s  army  who  were  hearty  in 
the  expedition  into  the  Low-countries;  thefe  were  Biron  and  Valence.  The  firft 
was  anxious  to  make  amends  for  his  difafter  before  Mens ; the  fecond,  equally  un- 
connefted  with  all  parties,  confulted  only  his  civifm,  his  honefty,  and  his  defire  of 
diftinguilhing  himfelf. 

“ The  marlhal  was  affrighted  at  the  number  of  the  retainers,  and  efpecially  of 
the  carriages  belonging  to  his  own  army ; he  conftantly  ufed  this  as  an  objedlion 
to  all  the  movements  which  were  propofed  to  him.  Although  a general,  he  could 
have  willingly  allowed  his  troops  to  trifle  away  the  whole  campaign  in  the  camp  of 
Valenciennes,  while  he  himfelf  a£led  in  the  character  of  a partifan  : at  the  head  of 
the  advanced  guard,  he  would  have  led  an  army  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

“ In  the  morning  he  was  entirely  devoted  to  the  nation ; in  the  evening,  wholly 
attached  to  the  king.  He  had  not  any  conception  of  the  revolution.  He  con- 
founded different  obje£l:s  and  different  parties  together,  and  conftantly  complained 
of  being  furrounded  by  fa£l:ious  men,  which  indeed  was  but  too  true.” 

It  is  but  candid  to  add,  that  while  Dumouriez,  in  common  with  madame  Roland 
and  every  well-informed  perfon,  exprefled  his  aftoniftiment  at  the  ignorance  of 
Luckner,  he  confiders  his  execution  as  a flagrant  outrage  on  the  name  of  juftice. 
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BOOK  I.  creafmg  power  of  the  jacobins  with  uneafinefs,  and  on  the  other, 
could  not  fee  la  Fayette  at  the  head  of  a numerous  army,  and  the 
1792.  throne  furrounded  by  a miniftry  nominated  by  the  feuilfants, 
without  alarm.  An  attempt  was  now  made,  by  intimidating  the 
royal  family,  to  effed  the  reftoration  of  the  popular  minifters ; and 
as  the  minds  of  the  Parifians  were  already  fufhciently  inflamed,  but 
The  mob  re-  little  art  was  necelTary  to  obtain  their  alTiftance.  On  the  20th  of 
P^ace°  ^ June  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Antoine  were  perceived  to  be  in  commotion. 

The  leaders,  among  whom  Santerre,  an  opulent  brewer,  appeared 
to  be  the  chief,  produced  a petition  to  the  king  for  the  difmiffion 
of  the  new  adminiftration,  and  the  withdrawing  of  the  vetOy  by 
means  of  which  he  had  been  perfuaded  to  fufpend  the  execution 
of  feveral  decrees.  An  immenfe  multitude  then  commenced 
their  march,  armed  with  pikes,  preceded  by  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  accompanied  by  a crowd  of  women : increafmg  as  they  ad- 
vanced, they  at  length  reached  the  alTembly,  and  having  halted 
fome  time,  deputed  a few  perfons  to  require  permiffion  to 
prefent  their  homage,  and  file  through  its  hall.  They  then 
proceeded  to  the  palace,  which  was  fhut ; but  they  foon  burft 
their  way,  in  fpite  of  every  oppofition,  and  arrived  in  the  pre- 
fence of  his  majefty,  to  whom  they  read  their  petition.  Louis 
XVI.  exhibited  on  this  occafion  a degree  of  courage  which  had 
been  fuppofed  wholly  incompatible  with  his  character ; neither 
the  threats  nor  bowlings  of  this  infolent  mob  could  prevail 
upon  him  to  alter  his  intentions,  or  withdraw  his  veto ; but 
he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  wearing  the  red  cap,  the  fymbol  of 
the  jacobins,  which  was  placed  on  his  head  by  the  hands  of  a 
man  inebriated  with  liquor,  and  ejaculating  the  moft  terrible 
oaths. 

At  length,  in  confequence  of  a long  and  animated  fpeech,  de- 
livered by  Vergniaux,  who  placed  himfelf  on  the  fhoulders  of 
one  of  the  mob,  and  a few  words  from  Petion,  mayor  of  Paris, 
the  populace  was  perfuaded  to  retire,  without  committing  the 
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leaft  injury  againft  any  part  of  the  royal  family,  notwithftanding  B O O K i. 
the  appearance  of  the  queen,  againft  whom  they  were 
incenfed.  This  vifit  to  the  Tuilleries  was  but  a prelude  to  one  far 
more  terrible,  for  the  girondifts,  who  only  wifhed  for  a popular 
adminiftration,  always  exhibited  a laudable  averfion  from  the 
fhedding  of  human  blood ; but  it  was  otherwife  with  their  rivals, 
who  now  began  to  difplay  a degree  of  ferocity  hitherto  un- 
exampled in  any  age  or  country. 

It  muft  be  confefled,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  condudl  of  state  ofpar- 
the  court  was  fufpicious,  if  not  treacherous ; that  the  king  made 
no  fcruple  to  violate  the  conftitution  ; that  the  new  minifters  did 
not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  people  ; and  that  the  hoftile  pre- 
parations at  the  caftle,  the  retention  of  a body  of  the  Swifs  guards, 
in  exprefs  oppofition  to  the  laws,  and  the  fedu(ftion  of  fome 
battalions  of  the  national  volunteers,  tended  not  a little  to  irritate 
the  minds  of  the  Parifians.  In  addition  to  this,  la  Fayette,  who 
now  appeared  to  have  made  his  peace  with  the  royal  family,  after 
aftembling  his  troops,  not  to  march  once  more  againft  the  enemy, 
but  to  deliberate  on  political  fubjedls,  had  arrived  in  the  ca- 
pital with  a petition  figned  by  the  officers  and  foldiers.  He 
accordingly  appeared,  in  their  name,  at  the  bar  of  the  aflembly, 
and  demanded  the  puniffiment  of  the  authors  and  inftigators  of 
the  late  tumult ; he  alfo  inveighed  loudly  againft  the  Jacobin 
Club,  which  was  ftill  confidered  as  the  rampart  of  publick  liberty, 
and  infilled  on  its  diftolution.  But  the  appearance  of  a nu- 
merous and  well-appointed  army  of  foreign  mercenaries  on  the 
frontiers,  the  menaces  of  the  emigrants,  the  threats  of  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick,  and  the  fuppofed  intercourfe  between  him  and  the 
court,  tended  chiefly  to  fanaticife  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
prepared  the  cataftrophe  now  about  to  enfue. 

On  the  day  of  the  federation,  when  Louis  approached  the  [Julyi-i.] 
altar  to  renew  his  oath,  a thoufand  tongues  denounced  him  as  a 
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BOOK  I.  perjured  prince ; and  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  that  the  Swifs 
guards  and  the  national  grenadiers  could  infure  his  fafety  amidft 
1792.  the  immenfe  and  exafperated  crowd  that  furrounded  him  *.  His 
treachery  was  no  longer  doubted ; but  his  enemies  were  divided 
in  refped:  to  his  punifhment.  Briflbt,  Vergniaux,  and  the  other 
popular  leaders,  defirous  to  adt  in  compliance  to  the  conftitution, 
repeatedly  invoked  the  aflembly  to  depofe  him  j but  the  jacobins, 
in  conformity  to  the  violence  of  their  character,  were  for  re- 
curring to  more  defperate  meafures. 


* Precis  Hiftorique  de  la  Revolution,  par  Lacrettelle,  p.  257. 
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CHAP.  ir. 


Declaration  of  War  by  the  Court  of  Brujjels — Manifeftoes  of  the 
Emperor y the  King  of  Prujjiay  the  Duke  of  Brunfwicky  and  the 
French  Princes — Preparations  for  opening  the  Campaign. 


Nine  days  after  the  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  France,  BOOK  1, 
a proclamation  to  the  fame  effedt  was  iffued  at  Brulfels,  in  the 
names  of  Maria-Chriftina  princefs  royal  of  Hungary  and  Bo-  1^92. 
hemiah,  and  Albert  Cafimir  prince-royal  of  Poland  and  Li-  t^pni  29.] 
thuania,  the  govemors-general  of  the  Auftrian  Low-countries,  of  war  againft 
In  this  ftate-paper  their  royal  highnelTes  mention  that  they  had 
hitherto  adhered  to  a fyftem  of  the  moll  rigorous  neutrality,  on 
purpofe  to  infure  the  bleflings  of  peace.  They  obferve,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  firll  at^ls  of  hollility  appear  to  be  directed 
againft  the  provinces  wliere  they  command  j and  they  warn  the 
fubjedls  of  his  apoftolick  majefty  “ of  the  innumerable  calamities 
which  their  enemies  are  eager  to  fpread  and  perpetuate,  under 
the  fpecious  veil  of  a chimerical  liberty,  offered  to  a credulous 
multitude  by  an  impious  fed;  of  innovators,  calling  themfelves 
philofophers.’^  The  “ league  formed  between  feveral  great 
powers”  is  here  fully  and  explicitly  recognifed,  and  the  con- 
llitution  “ on  which  the  happinefs  of  ‘Belgium  has  for  ages  been 
founded”  is  quoted  with  refped ; but  the  court  of  Bruffels  was 
as  yet  too  confident  of  fuccefs,  and  relied  too  implicitly  oil  troops 
“ full  of  glory,  and  crowned  by  vidory  under  the  two  laft 
reigns,”  to  rellore  their  ancient  rights  to  the  people,  and  thus,  by 
the  interpofition  of  a generous  policy,  render  the  invaders  odious  - 
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BOOK  I.  this  mode  was  not  recurred  to  until  it  had  become  too  late,  and  that 
which  would  have  been  now  accepted  as  a boon,  was  afterwards 
1792.  fpurned  at  as  an  adt  of  neceflity. 

A CONSIDERABLE  period  elapfed  after  this  before  the  af- 
fociated  courts  publickly  announced  their  fentiments  by  means  of 
fimilar  declarations.  Had  Leopold  furvived  the  malady  which 
proved  fatal  to  him,  it  is  not  improbable  that  his  accuftomed 
moderation  and  prudence  would  have  entirely  diverted  the  ftorm, 
which  he  had  before  fufpended.  But  the  fudden  death  of  this 
amiable  fovereign,  the  acceffion  of  a young  prince,  and  the  per- 
tinacity of  a veteran  ftatefman  *,  unacquainted  with  the  genius  of 
his  age,  and  dazzled  with  the  favour  of  four  fucceffive  monarchs 
inverted  with  the  Imperial  diadem,  contributed  to  involve  Europe 
in  a new  fpecies  of  warfare,  and  inflidled  unforefeen  calamities 
on  the  houfe  of  Aurtria. 

[July  5.]  Francis  II.  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  a candidate 
Auftrian  ma-  for  the  imperial  dignity,  which  he  foon  after  obtained;  at  length 
irtlied  a counter-declaration  againrt  France.  In  this  his  aportolick 
• majerty  denied  that  he  had  given  “ publick  protedion”  to  the 
emigrants  ; he  allowed,  however,  the  exirtence  of  a “ concert  be- 
tween the  late  emperor  and  feveral  powers,  for  maintaining  of 
the  publick  tranquillity,  and  honour  of  their  refpedive  crowns  j” 
but  he  aflerted,  at  the  fame  time,  that  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
prefentations  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  this  was  changed  from  an 
adive  into  a paflive  league,  intended  to  be  wholly  fufpended, 
“ unlefs  France  fhould  fall  again  into  the  fame  rtate  of  diforder 
and  popular  violence  which,  according  to  the  notions  of 
all  governments,  from  time  immemorial,  reprefent  a rtate  of 
anarchy  f.” 

The  court  of  Beilin  foon  after  publifhed  a concife  expofition 


* Prince  Kaunitz. 


f 'See  Appendix,  E. 
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of  the  reafons  which  determined  his  majefty  the  king  of  PruffiaBOOK  i. 
to  take  up  arms  againft  France.  In  this  manifefto  Frederick- 
William  II.  Rates,  that  being  united  with  his  apoftolick  majefty  ^792. 
bv  the  ties  of  a clofe  and  defenfive  alliance,  he  cannot  remain  a 

J ^ rruuian  ma* 

quiet  fpecftator  of  the  war  commenced  againft  that  fovereign.  He  nifefto. 

accufes  the  French  of  having  violated,  “ by  notorious  fuppreflion, 

the  rights  and  pofleflions  of  the  German  princes  in  Alface  and 

Lorraine  of  having  broached  principles  “ fubverfive  of  all  fo- 

cial  fubordination  of  having  ‘‘  tolerated,  received,  and  fold, 

the  moft  outrageous  writings  and  fpeeches  againft  the  facred 

perfons  and  legal  authority  of  fovereigns  and  of  having  “ at 

length  filled  the  meafure  of  their  guilt,  by  declaring  an  unjuft 

war  againft  his  majefty  the  king  of  .Hungary  and  Bohemia*” 

But,  not  content  with  thefe  motives,  his  Pruflian  majefty  was 

impolitick  enough  to  difclofe  “ the  grand  objed:”  propofed  by 

him  in  conjundion  with  his  ally : “ to  put  an  end  to  anarchy  in 

France,  and  to  eftablifh,  for  this  purpofe,  a legal  power,  on  the 

eftential  bafis  of  a monarchical  form  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he 

evinced  fome  degree  of  moderation,  by  attributing  the  excefles 

that  had  occurred,  “ not  to  the  whole  French  nation,”  but  to 

the  machinations  of  a “ too-powerful  fadion  ^.” 

It  was  precifely  at  this  critical  period,  that  the  forces  of  the  Situation  of 
combined  kings,  accompanied  by  a formidable  and  numerous  band  vourable^to 
of  expatriated  nobles,  were  about  to  enter  France.  The  moment 
feemed  to  be  peculiarly  aufpicious.  The  executive  and  leglflative  courts, 
powers  of  that  devoted  kingdom  were  at  open  variance,  while  a 
fociety  of  individuals,  alike  unknown  to  the  laws  and  the  conftitu- 
tion,  was  about  to  acquire  an  afcendancy  over  both.  No  leader 
appeared  at  the  head  of  the  national  troops,  calculated  to  infpire 
the  people  with  confidence,  or  acquire  refped  from  the  enemy  ; 


* See  Appendix,  E. 
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Progrefs  of 
thePruflians. 
[July  3.] 


[July  25.] 
Duke  of 
Brunfwick’s 
nianifefto. 


while  the  foldlery,  already  difpirited  by  two  abortive  and  dif- 
, graceful  attacks  on  the  Auftrian  Low-countries,  feemed  utterly 
incapable  of  withftanding  the  beft-difciplined  armies  of  Europe. 

The  duke  of  Brunfwick,  a commander  who  had  ferved  with 
diftinguifhed  reputation  under  Frederick  the  Great,  and  recently 
increafed  his  celebrity,  not  only  during  the  conteft  about  Bavaria, 
but  alfo  by  the  fudden  conqueft  of  Holland,  had  already  reached 
Coblentz  with  the  firft  divifion  of  the  combined  army,  of  which 
he  was  proclaimed  generalijjtmo.  The  arrival  of  the  Pruflian  mo- 
narch, Frederick- William  II.  and  the  advance  of  the  Auftrian  auxi- 
liaries, were  confidered  as  the  fignal  for  opening  the  campaign  ; 
while  France,  her  conftitution,  and  her  newly-acquired  liberties, 
appeared  to  be  devoted  to  irretrievable  deftrudlion.  During  this 
dreadful  paufe,  his  ferene  highnefs  was  prevailed  upon  to  publifh 
an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  France,  in  the  joint  names  of  the 
emperor  and  king,  calculated  to  give  a new  turn  to  the  war, 
and  render  the  efforts  of  eighty  thouland  of  the  beft  troops  in 
Europe  unavailing.  In  this  memorable  manifefto,  lefs  calculated 
to  divide  than  to  unite  the  nation,  the  general  ftates  it  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  two  united  courts,  who  are  here  made  to  abjure 
every  idea  of  enriching  themfelves  by  conquefts,  “ to  put  a ftop 
to  the  attacks  made  on  the  throne  and  the  altar.” 

After  an  unqualified  admiflion  of  a defign  to  interpofe  in  the 
internal  management  of  an  independent  nation,  his  highnefs  for- 
mally announces  his  intention  to  march  into  France,  and  his  re- 
folution  to  punifh  as  “ rebels”  fuch  of  the  national  militia  as 
ffiould  be  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands,  fighting  for  the  de- 
fence' of  their  country.  The  magiftrates  are  rendered  refponfible 
“ with  their  heads  and  eftates”  for  all  the  crimes  and  confla- 
grations which  may  take  place ; the  inhabitants  of  towns  and 
villages  who  fhall  fire  on  the  troops  of  their  imperial  and  royal 
majefties  are  to  fuffer  death ; while  the  city  of  Paris,  and  all  its 
population,  without  diftin<ft;ion,  as  well  as  all  the  members  of  the 
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national  alTembly,  of  the  department,  the  diflricSt,  the  mu- BOOK  i. 
nicipality,  and  the  national  guards,  individually  accountable  for 
all  attempts  againft  the  king,  in  conformity  to  military  law  *.  1792. 

Such  is  the  fubftance  of  this  famous  declaration,  by  which  it  is 


* Declaration  addrejjed  by  his  Mojl  Serene  Highnefs  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick 

Luttenburg,  commanding  the  combined  Armies  of  their  Maj flies  the  Emperour  and 

King  of  Prujfia,  to  the  Inhabitants  of  France. 

“ Their  majefties  the  emperour  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  having  entrufled  me 
with  the  command  of  the  combined  armies,  aflembled  on  the  frontiers  of  France, 
I think  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  inhabitants  of  that  kingdom  of  the  motives  which 
have  influenced  the  condudl  of  the  two  fovereigns,  and  of  the  principles  by  which 
they  are  guided. 

“ After  asbitrarily  fupprefllng  the  rights  and  invading  the  polTcffions  of  the 
German  princes  in  Alface  and  Lorraine  ; after  having  difturbed  and  overthrown,  in 
the  interior  part  of  the  kingdom,  all  order  and  lawful  government ; after  having 
been  guilty  of  the  moft  daring  attacks,  and  having  had  recourfe  to  the  moll  violent 
meafures,  which  are  ftill  daily  renewed,  againft  the  moll  facred  perfon  of  the  king, 
and  againft  his  auguft  family  ; thofe  who  have  feized  on  the  reins  of  government 
have,  at  length,  filled  the  meafures  of  their  guilt,  by  declaring  an  unjuft  war  againft 
his  majefty  the  emperour,  and  by  invading  his  provinces  of  the  Low-countries.  Some 
of  the  polTeffions  belonging  to*  the  German  empire  have  been  equally  expofed  to 
the  fame  oppreffion,  and  many  others  have  only  avoided  the  danger  by  yielding  to 
the  impetuous  threats  of  the  domineering  party  and  their  emilfaries. 

“ His  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia,  united  with  his  imperial  majefty  in  the  bands 
of  the  ftridteft  defenfive  alliance,  and  as  a preponderant  member  himfelf  of  the  Ger- 
manickbody,  could  not  refufe  marching  to  the  affiftance  of  his  ally  and  his  co- 
eftates.  It  is  under  this  double  relation  that  he  undertakes  the  defence  of  that 
moilarch  and  of  Germany. 

“ To  thefe  high  interefts  is  added  another  important  objeift,  and  which  botli 
fovereigns  have  moft  cordially  in  view,  which  is,  to  put  an  end  to  the  anarchy  which 
prevails  in  the  interior  parts  of  France,  to  put  a ftop  to  the  attacks  made  on  the 
throne  and  the  altar,  to  reftore  the  king  to  his  legitimate  power,  to  liberty,  and 
to  fafety,  of  which  he  is  now  deprived,  and  to  place  him  in  fuch  a fituation,  that  he 
may  exercife  that  legitimate  authority  to  which  he -is  entitled. 

Convinced  that  the  fober  part  of  the  nation  deteft  the  excefles  of  a fa£lion  which 
has  enflaved  them,  and  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  wait  with  impatience  the 
moment  when  fuccours  fhall  arrive,  to  declare  themfelves  openly  againft  the  odious 
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BOOK  I.  deemed  rebellion  for  the  inhabitants  of  France  to  defend  their 
, country  againft  foreign  invaders,  and  in  which  the  emperour  and 

1792.  king  prefume  to  dictate  to  the  legiflature  and  all  the  conftituted  au- 
thorities of  the  empire,  at  the  very  moment  when,  with  a fpirit  of 


enterprifes  of  their  oppreflbrs  ; his  majefty  the  emperour,  and  his  majefty  the  king 
of  Pruffla,  earneftly  invite  them  to  return  without  delay  into  the  paths  of  reafon 
and  of  jullice,  of  order  and  peace.  It  is  with  this  view  that  I,  the  under- written 
general  commandant  in  chief  of  the  two  armies,  do  declare — 

“ I ft.  That,  drawn  into  the  prefent  war  by  irrefiftible  circumftances,  the  two 
allied  courts  have  no  other  obje£t  in  view  than  the  welfare  of  France,  without  any 
pretence  to  enrich  themfelves  by  making  conquefts. 

“ 2dly.  That  they  do  not  mean  to  meddle  with  the  internal  government  of 
France,  but  that  they  fimply  intend  to  deliver  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  royal 
family,  from  their  captivity,  and  to  infure  to  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  that  fafety 
which  is  neceflary  for  his  making,  without  danger  and  without  obftacles,  fuch  con- 
vocations as  he  fliall  judge  proper,  and  for  endeavouring  to  infure  the  welfare  of 
his  fubjedls,  according  to  his  promifes,  and  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 

“ 3dly.  That  the  combined  armies  (hall  protedf  the  towns,  bourgs,  and  villages, 
as  well  as  the  perfons  and  property  of  all  thofe  who  ihall  fubmit  to  the  king  ; and 
that  they  will  concur  in  the  reftoration  of  order  and  police  throughout  France. 

“ qthly.  That  the  national  guards  are  called  upon  to  preferve  provifionally 
tranquillity  in  towns  and  in  the  country,  to  provide  for  the  perfonal  fafety  and  pro- 
perty of  all  Frenchmen  until  the  arrival  of  the  troops  belonging  to  their  imperial 
and  royal  majefties,  or  until  orders  be  given  to  the  contrary,  on  pain  of  being  per- 
fonally  refponfible  j that,  on  the  contrary,  fuch  national  guards  as  fliall  fight  againft 
the  troops  of  the  two  allied  courts,  and  who  fliall  be  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
ftiall  be  treated  as  enemies,  and  punilhed  as  rebels  to  their  king,  and  as  difturberi 
of  the  publick  peace. 

“ 5thly.  That  the  general  officers,  the  fubalterns,  and  foldiers  of  the  regular 
French  troops,  are  equally  called  upon  to  return  to  their  former  allegiance,  and  to 
fubmit  immediately  to  the  king,  their  legitimate  fovereign. 

“ 6thly.  That  the  members  of  departments,  diftri(fts,  and  municipalities,  fliall 
be  equally  refponfible,  on  pain  of  lofing  their  heads  and  their  eftates,  for  all  the 
crimes,  all  the  conflagrations,  all  the  murders  and  the  pillage  which  tliey  fliall  fuffer 
to  take  place,  and  which  they  fliall  not  have,  in  a publick  manner,  attempted  to 
prevent,  within  their  refpe£live  territories  -,  that  they  fliall  alfo  be  obliged  to  con- 
tinue their  fun£tions,  until  his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  when  fet  at  full  liberty,  fliall 
make  further  arrangements,  or  until  further  orders  be  given  in  his  name. 


“ ythly. 
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inconfiftency  truly  aftonifhing,  they  formally  protell  “ that  they  BOOK  L 
do  not  mean  to  meddle  with  the  internal  government  of  France.” 

But,  not  content  with  this,  his  ferene  highnefs  was  perfuaded,  ^^92. 
two  days  after,  to  iffue  “ an  additional  declaration,”  in  which  all 

nif'eL'lo. 

“ 7thly.  That  the  inhabitants  of  towns,  bourgs,  and  villages,  who  (hall  dare  to 
defend  themfelves  againft  the  troops  of  their  imperial  and  royal  majeflies,  and  to 
fire  upon  them,  either  in  the  open  country,  or  through  half-open  doors,  or  windows 
of  their  houfes,  fliall  be  puniflied  inftantly,  according  to  the  rigorous  rules  of  war, 
or  their  houfes  fliall  be  demolilhed,  or  burned.  On  the  contrary,  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  towns,  bourgs,  and  villages,  who  fliall  readily  fubmit  ft>  their  king,  by 
opening  their  gates  to  the  troops  belonging  to  their  majeflies,  fliall  be  immediately 
under  their  fafeguard  and  prote^ion ; their  eflates,  their  property,  and  their  perfons, 
fliall  be  fecured  by  the  laws,  and  each  and  all  of  them  fhall  be  in  full  fafety. 

“ Stilly.  The  city  of  Paris,  and  all  its  inhabitants  without  diflindbion,  fliall  be 
called  upon  to  fubmit  inflantly.  and  without  delay  to  the  king,  to  fet  that  prince  at 
full  liberty,  and  to  infure  to  his  and  all  the  royal  perfons  that  inviolability  and 
refpedt  which  are  due,  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations,  to  fovereigns  -,  their 
imperial  and  royal  majeflies  making  perfonally  refponfible  for  all  events,  on  pain 
of  lofing  their  heads,  purfuant  to  military  trials,  without  hopes  of  pardon,  all  the 
members  of  the  national  aflembly,  of  the  department,  of  the  diflridb,  of  the 
municipality,  and  of  the  national  guards  of  Paris,  juflices  of  peace,  and  others 
whom  it  may  concern  : and  their  imperial  and  royal  majeflies  further  declare,  on 
their  faith  and  word  of  emperour  and  king,  that  if  the  palace  of  the  T uillerles 
be  forced  or  infulted — if  the  leafl  violence  be  offered,  the  lead  outrage  done 
their  majeflies,  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  royal  family — if  they  be  not  im- 
mediately placed  in  fafety,  and  fet  at  liberty,  they  will  infli£l;  on  thofe  who 
fliall  deferve  it  the  mofl  exemplary  and  ever-memorable  avenging  punifliments, 
by  giving  up  the  city  of  Paris  to  military  execution,  and  expofmg  it  to  total  de- 
flruftion ; and  the  rebels  who  fhall  be  guilty  of  illegal  refiflance,  fliall  fuffer  the 
punifliments  which  they  fliall  have  deferved : their  imperial  and  royal  majeflies 
promife,  on  the  contrary,  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Paris,  to  employ  their 
good  offices  with  his  mdfl  chriflian  majefly,  to  obtain  for  them  a pardon  for  their 
infults  and  errours,  and  to  adopt  the  mofl  vigorous  meafures  for  the  fecurity  of 
their  perfons  and  property,  provided  they  fpeedily  and  flri£l:ly  conform  to  the 
above  inflruifllons. 

“ Finally.  Their  majeflies  not  being  at  liberty  to  acknowledge  any  other  laws 
in  France,  except  thofe  which  fliall  be  derived  from  the  king,  when  at  full  liberty, 
proteft  beforehand  againfl  the  authenticity  of  all  kind  of  declarations  which  may 
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BOOK  I.  the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  and  of  the  empire,  are  again  menaced 
with  the  moft  terrible  punifhments  in  cafe  they  fhould  prefume 
1792.  to  difobey  his  commands. 

France,  already  threatened  with  civil  as  well  as  foreign  war, 
and  apparently  abandoned  to  the  horrours  of  anarchy,  profited  on 
this  occafion  by  the  folly  and  prefumption  of  her  enemies.  Such  a 
grofs  outrage  to  national  honour,  inftead  of  deprelTing,  aroufed  the 
energy  of  the  people.  As  all  were  equally  deemed  objed;s  of  venge- 


Thefe  decla- 
rations fer- 
viceable  to 
France. 


be  iflued  in  the  name  of  the  king,  fo  long  as  his  facred  perfon,  and  that  of  the 
queen,  and  the  princes  of  the  whole  royal  family,  ftiall  not  be  in  full  fafety : and, 
with  this  view,  their  imperial  and  royal  majefties  invite  and  intreat  his  moll  catholick 
majefty  to  name  a town  in  his  kingdom,  neared  to  the  frontiers,  to  which  he 
would  wifh  to  remove,  together  with  the  queen  and  the  royal  family,  under  a 
ftrong  and  fafe  efcort,  which  lliall  be  fent  for  that  purpofe  j fo  that  his  molt 
chridian  majedy  may,  in  perfe£l  fafety,  fend  for  fuch  miniders  and  counfellors  as 
he  fhall  be  pleafed  to  name,  order  fuch  convocations  as  he  lhall  think  proper,  and 
provide  for  the  redoration  of  order,  and  the  regular  adminidration  of  his  kingdom. 

“ In  fine,  I declare  and  promife  in  my  own  individual  name,  and  in  my  above 
quality,  to  caufe  to  be  obferved  every-where,  by  the  troops  under  my  command, 
good  and  dri£l  difeipline ; promifing  to  treat  with  mildnefs  and  moderation  thofe 
well-difpofed  fubje£ls  who  fliall  fubmit  peaceably  and  quietly,  and  to  employ 
forces  againd  thofe  only  who  diall  be  guilty  of  refidance  and  manifed  evil 
intentions. 

“ I therefore  call  upon  and  expe£l  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom,  in  the 
mod  earned  and  forcible  manner,  not  to  make  any  oppofition  to  the  troops  under 
my  command,  but  rather  to  fuffer  them  every-where  to  enter  the  kingdom  freely, 
and  to  afford  them  all  the  affidance  and  drew  them  all  the  benevolence  which  cir^ 
cumdances  may  requii^e. 

“ Given  at  general  quarters  at  Coblcntz, 

“ July  25, 1792. 

(Signed)  “ Charles-William  Ferdinand, 

“ Duke  of  Brunswick  Lunenbourg.”" 

Additional  Declaration  by  his  Mojl  Serene  Highnefs  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
and  Lunenburg^  addrejfed  to  the  Inhabitants  of  France. 

“ T HE  declaration  which  I have  addreffed  to  the  inhabitants  of  France,  dated 
general  quarters  at  Coblentz,  July  25,  mud  have  fufiiciently  made  known  the  firm 
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ance,  all  became  united.  As  no  diftin£tion  was  made  between  BOOK  i. 
the  friend  of  the  conftitution  and  the  zealot  of  democracy  ; as 
no  line  was  drawn,  fo  as  to  feparate  the  mildeft  advocate  for  a 
limited  monarchy,  from  the  moft  furious  partifan  of  plunder  and 
revolt ; every  party  was  alike  aifailed,  and  their  common  fafety 


refolves  of  their  majefties  the  emperour  and  the  king  of  Pruflia,  when  they  entrufted 
me  with  the  command  of  the  combined  armies. 

“ The  liberty  and  fafety  of  the  facred  perfons  of  the  king,  of  the  queen,  and  of  the 
royal  family,  being  one  of  the  principal  motives  which  have  determined  their  im- 
perial and  royal  majefties  to  a£l  in  concert,  I have  made  known,  by  my  faid  de- 
claration, to  the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  my  refolve  to  inflitft  on  them  the  moft  terrible 
puiiilhments  if  the  leaft  infult  ftiould  be  offered  to  his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  for 
•w'hom  the  city  of  Paris  is  particularly  refponfible. 

“ Without  making  the  leaft  alteration  to  the  8th  article  of  the  faid  declaration  of 
the  25th  inftant,  I declare,  belides,  that  if,  contrary  to  all  expeAation,  by  th» 
perfidy  or  bafenefs  of  fome  inhabitants  of  Paris,  the  king,  the  queen,  or  any  other 
perfon  of  the  royal  family,  ftiould  be  carried  off  from  that  city,  all  the  places  and 
towns  whatfoever,  which  ftiall  not  have  oppofed  their  paffage,  and  ftiall  not  have 
ftopped  their  proceeding,  fhall  incur  the  fame  puniftiments  as  thofe  inflidted  on  the 
inhabitants  of  Paris,  and  the  route  which  ftiall  be  taken  by  thofe  who  carry  off  the 
king  and  the  royal  family  ftiall  be  marked  with  a feries  of  exemplary  puniftiments 
juftly  due  to  the  authors  and  abettors  of  crimes  for  which  there  is  no  remiffion. 

“ All  the  inhabitants  of  France  are  in  general  to  take  warning  of  the  dangers 
with  which  they  are  threatened,  and  which  it  will  be  impoflible  for  them  to  avoid, 
unlefs  they,  with  all  their  might,  and  by  every  means  in  their  power,  oppofe  the 
paffage  of  the  king  and  royal  family,  to  whatever  place  the  fadfious  may  attempt  to 
carry  them.  Their  imperial  and  royal  majefties  will  not  allow  any  place  of  retreat 
to  be  the  free  choice  of  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  (in  cafe  he  ftiould  comply  with 
the  invitation  which  has  been  made  him),  unlefs  that  retreat  be  effected  under 
the  effort  which  has  been  offered. 

“ All  declarations  whatfoever,  in  the  name  of  his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  which 
ftiall  be  contrary  to  the  objedl:  which  their  imperial  and  royal  majefties  have  in 
view,  ftiall  conffquently  be  confidered  as  null  and  without  eftedf. 

“ Given  at  general  quarters  at  Coblentz, 

“ July  27,  1792. 

(Signed)  “ Charles-William  Ferdinand 


“ Duke  of  Brunswick.Lunenburg.” 
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BOOK  I.  depended  on  their  conjundion.  Men  of  the  moft  oppofite  fen- 
were  now  taught  to  unite  for  the  firft  time.  The  Brif- 
fotins  and  the  Maratifts,  the  Jacobins  and  the  Feuillants,  the  con- 
ftitutionalifts  and  the  anarchifts,  were  alike  defirous  to  refcue 
France  from  a foreign  yoke  ; while  fome  even  of  the  royalifts, 
unable  any  longer  to  conceal  their  refentment  at  the  indignity 
Oifered  to  the  honour  of  their  country,  were  ready  to  adopt  the 
moft  vigorous  meafures,  in  order  to  vindicate  its  independence  *. 


* National  Assembly. — yw/y  31,  1792. 

The  prefident  informed  the  aflembly,  that  he  had  received  a packet  by 
the  poft,  containing  a declaration  which  was  ifllied  in  the  name  of  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick. 

“ In  confequence  of  a report  from  the  committee  of  General  Inspection, 
founded  upon  the  conduct  and  threats  of  the  enemy,  in  regard  to  the  national 
guards,  the  alTembly  paffed  a decree,  by  which  it  is  declared  : 

“ ‘ That  if  the  laws  of  war  are  not  ftridtly  obferved  towards  a//  Frenchmen 
taken  with  arms  in  their  hands,  all  the  ofRcers  belonging  to  the  enemy,  who  may 
be  made  prifoners,  fhall  experience  a fimilar  treatment,  whatever  may  be  their 
rank,  titles,  or  diftinftions  •,  but  that  the  foldiery  fhall,  notwithftanding,  continue  to 
be  treated  as  before.’ 

“ The  aflembly  arofe,  and  voted  this  decree,  in  which  the  members  were 
unanimous,  by  acclamation. 

“ The  affembly  alfo  pafled  another,  by  which  all  the  inhabitants  of  France, 
deftitute  of  fire-arms,  are  henceforth  to  be  armed  with  pikes,  fimilar  to  thofe 
recommended  by  marfhal  Saxe.” 

“ August  2. — The  pafTmg  of  the  following  decree,  prefented  by  the  Com- 
mission OF  PuBLicK  Safety,  was  only  fufpended  by  the  unanimous  and  reiterated 
plaudits  of  the  aflembly  : 

“ I ft.  Every  officer  or  foldier,  ferving  under  the  yoke  of  defpotifm,  who  fhall 
repair  to  the  army  of  liberty,  or  any  military  poft,  publick  fundlionary,  &c.  fhall 
receive  an  annual  penfion  of  100  livres,  of  which  one  fourth  is  to  be  paid  In  ad- 
vance, fhall  be  admitted  to  take  the  civick  oath,  and  fliall  receive  a national  cockade, 
in  token  of  fraternity  and  adoption.  This  penfion,  in  cafe  of  death,  fhall  be  paid 
to  his  widow. 

“ 2dly.  All  fuch  fhall  be  allowed  to  choofe  the  army  In  which  they  wifh  to 
ferve  ; and  over  and  above  the  fum  of  one  hundred  livres,  be  entitled  to  the  ufual 
bounty-money  on  enlifting. 
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Nor  did  the  joint  manifefto,  iflued  foon  after  by  the  king  of  BO  OK  I. 
Hungary,  now  become  emperour,  in  conjundtion  with  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  and  which  rather  refembled  a political  difquifition  1792. 
on  the  revolution,  than  a memorial  iuftifyine:  their  conducT,  4.] 

decla- 

afforJ  greater  fatisfadion.  In  this,  the  circular  letter  written  by  ration  of  fhe 
the  late  emperour  from  Padua,  inviting  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
to  concert  meafures  “ for  avenging  the  honour  of  the  diadem,” 
is  recognifed  ; and  it  is  alfo  allowed,  ‘‘  that  the  convention  of 
Pilnitz  determined  thofe  circumftances  which  obliged  their  Im- 
perial and  Pruffian  majefties  to  have  recourfe  to  arms.” 

The  two  fucceffive  legiflatures  of  France  were  there  defignated 
by  the  title  of  the  “ ufurping  aflemblies;”  but,  what  was  infinitely 
more  impolitick,  the  allied  courts  evinced  by  their  prefent  con- 
dud  that  they  did  not  believe  Louis  XVI.  to  have  accepted  the 
conftitution  with  fincerity  : “ he  wifhed,”  faid  they,  “ as  he 
himfelf  declared,  that  the  conftitution  might  be  judged  by  ex- 
perience. In  a word,  he  was  obliged  either  to  accept  it,  or  to 
condemn  France  to  commit  execrable  crimes,  to  abandon  it  to  all 
the  horrours  of  civil  war,  and  to  bury  it  entirely  under  its  own 
ruins.  The  king  figned  it,  but  his  hand  at  that  period  was  not 
free.  The  ad  which  he  performed  was  invalid,  for  the  pro- 


“ 3dly.  The  penfions  of  all  military  men,  who  repair  to  P’rance,  (hall  revert  to 
the  furvivors,  until  they  amount  to  500  livres  each. 

“ 4thly.  Thofe  who  do  not  v/ifh  to  be  employed  as  military  men,  fhall  be  per- 
mitted to  retire  into  the  interior  of  the  kingdom ; and  thofe  who  are  defirous  o£ 
ferving,  fliall  be  admitted  to  the  fame  recompences  for  their  bravery  as  other  French 
citizens. 

“ 5thly.  The  fum  of  two  millions  fliall  be  tranfmitted  to  the  minifler  at  war,  m 
order  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  thefe  engagements. 

“ 6thly.  The  national  aflembly  alfo  hereby  mortgages  the  fums  arifing  from  the 
property  of  the  emigrants,  for  the  payment  of  the  above  penfions  and  engagements. 

“ ythly.  In  cafe  France  fhall  be  unhappily  drawn  into  a war  againft  a free 
nation,  exercifmg  its  own  Ibvereignty,  the  military  men  of  that  nation  fhall  not  be 
entitled  to  the  advantages  arifing  from  the  prefent  decree.” 
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BOOK  I.  teftation  of  the  20th  of  June  had  previoufly  annulled  it.  A pn- 
foner  can  enter  into  no  engagement,  can  fand;ion  nothing,  nOr 
J792.  accept  of  any  thing;  and  a monarch,  who  is  reduced  to  the  ne- 
celTity  of  writing  that  he  is  frce^  is  not  fo  in  reality^.” 

[Auguft  8.]  In  the  manifefto  J publifhed  by  the  French  princes,  four  days 
Declaration  afterwards,  the  limitation  of  the  monarchy  is  confidered  as  a 
princes.  “ monftrous  fyftem,”  produced  by  a “ confpiracy  of  atrocious 
minds and  “ a mild  people,  attached  to  the  king,”  are  faid  to 
have  been  converted  “ into  hordes  of  robbers,  cannibals,  and 
regicides  !” 

They  however  folemnly  difclaim  every  idea  of  “ revenge,”  and 
wifli  only  to  become  the  “ deliverers”  of  their  country.  The  de- 
clarations made  by  the  two  allied  fovereigns,  through  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  combined  armies,  are  Rated  “ to  be  ge- 
nerous and  magnanimous  “ in  which,”  add  they,  ‘‘  the  kings 
of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  our  auguft  coufins  ; our  much-honoured 
father-in-law,  the  Neftor  of  fovereigns ; the  heroine  of  the  North, 
our  fublime  protedirefs  ! and  the  young  heir  of  the  unfortunate 
Guftavus,  whofe  bloody  tomb  we  all  bathe  with  our  tears,  equally 
participate  and  infure,”  continue  they,  “ to  thefe  illuftrious  con- 
federates, the  immortal  palm  due  to  the  defenders  of  a caufe, 
which  is  at  the  fame  time  that  of  kings,  of  good  order,  and  of 
humanity.” 

Towards  the  conclufion,  their  highnefles  give  the  “ moft 
prefling  invitations,”  and  even  “ orders,”  to  the  French  troops, 
to  return  “ to  their  ancient  fidelity,  to  their  lawful  fovereign,” 
and  join  thofe  forces  that  they  “command  for  him,”  “without 
looking  upon  themfelves  as  bound  by  any  illufory  oath,  which 
they  could  never  take  willingly  to  the  prejudice  of  their  fupreme 
chief.”  They  alfo  require,  “ in  the  king’s  name,”  all  com- 


* See  Appendix,  E. 
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manders  of  towns,  citadels,  and  fortreffes  throughout  the  king-  BOOK  i. 
dom,  to  open  their  gates  and  deliver  up  the  keys  on  the  firfl 
fummons,  under  the  penalty  **  of  being  tried  for  difobedience  to  1792. 
the  king,  and  treated  as  rebels.” 

In  the  mean  time  Frederick-William  II.  left  his  capital,  and 

^ Wjlliam  prO' 

had  an  interview  with  the  new  emperour  at  Mentz.  On  this  claimed  head 
occafion  the  Pruffian  monarch  was  declared  chief  of  the  Ger- 
manick  confederation,  formed  by  their  imperial  and  royal  ma- 
jefties,  the  ecclefiaftical  electors,  the  landgrave  of  Hefle-Caflel, 
and  feveral  of  the  fovereigns  whofe  polfelTions  bordered  on  the 
Rhine. 

The  hero  of  the  league  foon  after  arrived  at  Coblentz,  where  arrives  at 
he  was  received  as  a future  conquerour  by  his  own  troops,  while  quartos  of, 
the  emigrants  in  him  hailed  their  deliverer.  Confiding  im- 
plicitly in  the  promifes  of  a prince  who  had  relinquifhed  the 
pleafures  of  the  table,  and  the  fedudlions  of  the  fair  fex,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  efpoufe  their  caufe,  amldft  the  intoxication  of  joy  and 
exultation,  they  already  felicitated  themfelves  with  the  idea  of 
triumphing  over  their  enemies,  and  being  fpeedily  reftored  to 
their  titles,  their  eftates,  and  their  country. 

His  majefty  foon  after  reviewed  his  army,  compofed  of  fifty  and  reviews, 
thoufand  Pruflians,  at  the  head  of  which  he  himfelf  intended  to  ^ 
take  the  field.  The  auxiliaries  were  to  confift  of  thirty  thoufand 
Auftrians,  under  the  command  of  the  prince  de  Hohenlohe  and 
the  count  de  Clairfayt.  The  prince  of  Hefle  was  to  fupply  fix 
thoufand  of  his  fubjedts.  The  French  nobles,  who  had  now  af- 
fumed  the  name  of  the  royal  army,  including  a few  regiments 
levied  by  the  little  German  princes,  already  amounted  to  twenty- 
two  thoufand.  Thefe  were  divided  into  three  different  bodies : one 
of  twelve  thoufand  men,  led  by  the  counts  de  Provence  and  Artois, 
brothers  of  Louis  XVI.  was  deftined  to  ferve  with  the  grand 
army  j while  the  other  two,  confifting  of  five  thoufand  each,  and. 
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BOOK  I.  commanded  by  the  prince  de  Conde  and  the  duke  of  Bourbon, 
were  cantoned  on  the  borders  of  the  Rhine. 

1792‘  Thus  an  immenfe  military  force,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  nine  thoufand  troops,  was  deftined  to  overwhelm  all  oppo- 
fition  ; and  preparations  were  now  making  to  open  a campaign  on 
the  fuccefs  of  which  the  fate  of  fo  many  monarchs,  princes,  and 
nobles,  depended. 

The  allied  courts  fuifered  themfelves  to  be  perfuaded  that 
all  their  operations  would  be  infallibly  crowned  with  fuccefs. 
They  were  told  that  the  moment  their  armies  paffed  the  frontiers 
they  would  be  joined  by  the  troops  of  the  line,  while  the  gates 
of  every  town  would  be  thrown  open  at  their  approach.  The 
duke  of  Brunfwick,  however,  did  not  truft  implicitly  to  thefe  af- 
furances  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  relied  chiefly  for  fuccefs  on  cal- 
culations, which  in  the  end  proved  equally  fallacious. 

This  general,  in  conformity  to  a previous  agreement  between 
the  combined  powers,  was  to  march  againft  Longwy,  by  the  way 
of  Treves  and  Luxembourg.  After  having  reduced  that  place, 
and,  if  polfible,  Montmedy  alfo,  both  of  which  were  to  ferve  as 
arfenals  and  magazines  for  his  army,  it  was  intended  that  he 
fhould  obtain  pofleflTion  of  Verdun,  Sedan,  and  Mezieres.  The 
court  of  Vienna  promifed  to  fecond  thefe  efforts  by  means  of 
two  armies,  one  of  which  was  to  attack  Thionville,  and  menace 
Landau  and  Saarlouis,  while  another,  iffuing  from  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands,  overran  the  northern  department,  and  laid  fiege  to 
Lifle. 

This  fcheme  of  warfare,  calculated  with  all  the  phlegm  in- 
cident to  the  tadticks  of  Germany,  hazarded  but  little.  If  the 
French  armies  declared  in  favour  of  the  invaders,  fuccefs  became 
inevitable ; and  in  cafe  of  even  the  mofl;  determined  refiftance,  a 
retreat  was  infured.  It  was  expedted  that  France,  prefled  by 
numerous  forces  on  both  frontiers,  would  yield  to  the  fyftematick 
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plans  of  a great  commander ; and  if  no  remarkable  impreffion  BOOK  i. 
was  made  during  that  campaign,  the  approaching  one  would,  un- 
doubtedly,  prove  decifive.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Pruffians  being  1792. 
in  pofleffion  of  all  the  ftrong  points  on  the  Meufe,  from  Verdun 
to  Givet,  with  their  flanks  proteded  by  two  Auftrian  armies, 
could  remain  during  the  winter  in  cantonments  behind  that  river ; 
thus  alTuming  a pofition,  fo  much  the  more  advantageous,  as  it 
would  uncover  the  rear  of  all  the  enemy’s  fortified  places  on  the 
Sambre. 

This  plan  of  hoftilities  was,  however,  changed  in  the  fequel, 
in  confequence  of  the  inability  of  the  court  of  Vienna  to  fulfil  its 
engagements. 
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Dumouriez  is  promoted  to  the  chief  Command — Flight  of  La 
Fayette. 


BOOK  I-TT7 

CHAP.  III.  VV  HILE  a coalition  of  foreign  princes,  under  pretence  of  fup- 
porting  the  rights  and  avenging  the  injuries  of  kings,  menaced 
Critical  fitu-  the  French  with  their  vengeance,  the  throne  tottered  beneath  the 
of  Louis  and  irrefolute  monarch,  whom  they  pretended  to  reinftate 

in  all  the  plenitude  of  defpotick  power.  The  fovereigns  armed 
in  fupport  of  his  caufe  had  branded  his  acceptance  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  in  their  joint  manifefto,  with  hypocrify ; while  his  bro- 
thers, by  their  late  hoftile  declaration,  took  upon  them,  in  his 
name,  to  corrupt  the  allegiance  of  the  army  and  the  fidelity  of 
the  garrifons. 

The  imminent  danger  of  the  nation  appeared  confpicuous  to 
all,  for,  in  addition  to  a hoft  of  foreign  enemies,  the  fufpicious 
and  equivocal  condud;  of  the  firfl  magiftrate,  who  was  intrufted 
by  the  laws  with  the  command  of  the  armies,  rendered  all  hopes 
'of  defence  illufory  and  abortive.  The  two  great  parties  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  crown  were  equally  alarmed  ; but  they  differed  in 
the  mode  of  prevention.  Briffot  and  the  girondifts,  wifhing 
to  adhere  to  the  eftablifhed  forms  of  the  conttitution,  were  de- 
firous,  after  a folemn  inveftigation  into  the  condud  of  Louis 
XVI.  to  declare  that  he  had  incurred  the  penalty  of  forfeiture. 


and  of  the 
ftates. 
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But  the  jacobins  were  refolved  to  recur  to  more  energetick  b o o K r. 
meafures,  and  their  chiefs  had  already  determined,  not  only  on 
the  punifhment  of  the  king,  but  the  annihilation  of  the  monarchy.  1792. 
Poffeffing  every  quality  neceflary  for  a confpirator  but  courage  Infurreaion 
alone,  Robefpierre  prefided  at  their  deliberations.  Although  in- 
capable of  facing  danger,  he  took  an  adive  but  fecret  part  in  the 

^ r • r T->  • rr  againft  the 

overthrow  of  the  throne  ; and,  as  the  reputation  of  Brmot  was  throne, 
more  odious  to  him  than  the  machinations  of  Louis  XVI.  he 
determined  to  combine  his  defigns  refpedling  the  executive  power, 
with  a perfidious  vengeance  againft  all  his  rivals.  The  loud, 
fonorous,  and  commanding  voice  of  Danton,  always  heard  with 
attention  in  the  moment  of  danger,  had  already  inflamed  the 
Cordeliers  to  infurredfion  ; he  now  employed  the  money  with 
which  the  court  had  fecretly  attempted  to  corrupt  him,  for  the 
deftrudiion  of  royalty ; and,  in  order  to  gratify  a predominant 
ambition,  he  had  determined  to  overturn  a conftitution  which 
neither  gratified  his  paflTion  for  fame,  nor  his  love  of  wealth. 

Camille  Defmoulins,  bribed  alfo  by  that  monarch  againft  whom 
he  now  confpired,  and  Fabre  d’Eglantine,  who  had  in  fome 
meafure  prepared  the  publick  mind  by  his  writings  for  a 
crifis,  readily  joined  in  the  plot ; while  Tallien,  Collot  d’Her- 
bois,  Billaud  de  Varennes,  and  many  others,  languiflied  to  be 
refcued  from  obfcurity  and  poverty  by  any  brilliant,  although 
fmiftrous,  exploit.  Barbaroux,  a native  of  Marfeilles,  which  had 
been  originally  a Greek  colony,  publickly  profelTed  the  fame  po- 
litical fentiments  as  the  firft  founders  of  the  free  city  that  had 
given  him  birth.  Fully  convinced  of  the  treachery  of  the 
monarch,  and  jealous  of  royalty  under  any  form,  he  readily  con- 
curred in  the  combination  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  kingly  power, 
and  contributed  not  a little,  by  his  influence  over  a body  of  his 
armed  countrymen  who  had  repaired  to  the  federation,  to  achieve 
that  meafure.  But  his  principles  were  pure,  and,  like  Brutus  of 
old,  he  appears  to  have  ftruck  for  liberty  alone  ! 
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A leader 
cholen. 


Such  were  the  principal  leaders  of  the  infurredion ; and  the 
means  employed  by  them,  as  well  as  the  epoch  at  which  they 
propofed  to  a<T,  feemed  not  only  to  promife,  but  even  to  infure 
fuccefs.  Five  hundred  young  men  from  Marfeilles,  and  a battalion 
from  Breft,  were  devoted  to  their  caufe  ; many  of  the  national 
guards  had  alfo  agreed  to  join  them ; but  they  chiefly  relied  on 
the  jacobins,  who  determined  to  hazard  their  exiftence  on  this 
occafion.  The  Parifians,  inftead  of  being  intimidated,  were  ex- 
cited to  infurre<Tion  by  the  threats  and  vauntings  of  the  com- 
bined kings.  The  meetings  of  the  fedlions  of  the  capital  had 
been  already  declared  permanent  by  the  municipality ; the 
country  had  been  voted  to  be  “ in  danger  by  the  legiflature  ; 
the  perfidy  of  the  monarch,  of  his  confort,  and  of  his  court,  was 
every-where  propagated  and  believed ; and  nothing  feemed  now 
wanting  but  a leader  to  florin  the  royal  palace,  and  make  the  king 
a prifoner. 

San  TERRE  afpired  to  this  honour ; but  they  had  not  fufiicient 
confidence  either  in  his  valour  or  military  talents,  to  entruft 
the  enterprife  to  his  management.  At  length,  Danton,  during  an 
interview  at  Charenton,  prefented  to  them  a chief,  calculated  to 
diffipate  all  their  alarms,  and  infure  all  their  fuffrages.  This  was 
Weflermann,  a native  of  Alface,  who  had  ferved  in  the  armies  of 
France  under  the  old  government,  but  having  retired  in  difgufl, 
he  had  become  a zealot  of  the  revolution.  His  perfonal  bravery 
was  undoubted ; and  the  plan  of  attack  drawn  up  by  him  an- 
nounced, at  leafl,  that  his  military  talents  were  competent  to 
attain  the  objedf  now  under  confideration. 


* A decree  was  pafled  for  this  purpofe,  July  1 1,  preclfely  fix  days  after  the  pub- 
lication of  the  manifefto  by  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia. — Here  follov/s  the 
preamble : 

“ Numerous  armies  advance  towards  our  frontiers^  All  thofe  who  look  upon 
liberty  with  horrour  arm  themfelves  againft  our  conftitution.  Citizens ! your 
country  is  in  danger.” 
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for  the  attack. 


On  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  Auguft,  while  the  minds  of  the  book  i. 
citizens  were  ftill  inflamed  againft  the  majority  of  the  legiflature 
which  had  juft  acquitted  la  Fayette,  the  infurgents  prepared  for 
the  affault.  They  accordingly  alTembled  in  arms  in  three  dif- 
ferent places  : at  the  jacobin  club  ; the  fedion  of  Quinze-vinty  in 
the  fuburbs  of  St.  Antoine  ; and  the  hall  of  the  Cordeliers.  It 
was  at  this  laft  that  the  moft  refolute  met,  and  the  Marfeillefe 
already  demanded  with  impatience  the  fignal  for  the  attack. 

Danton,  whofe  eye  fparkled  with  hope,  expedation,  and  revenge,  Preparations 
with  a loud  and  furious  voice  recapitulated  the  crimes  of  the 
court : “ Let  us  ceafe,”  exclaims  he  “ to  appeal  to  the  laws  and 
the  legiflators  : the  laws  never  anticipated  fo  many  crimes ; and 
as  for  the  legiflators,  the  greater  part  of  them  are  nothing  better 
than  the  accomplices  of  la  Fayette,  whom  they  have  juft  ab- 
folved.  To  abfolve  that  traitor  is  to  deliver  ourfelves  to  him,  to 
the  enemies  of  France,  and  to  the  fanguinary  vengeance  of  the 
coalefced  kings. — What  do  I fay  ? — It  is  this  very  night  which 
the  perfidious  Louis  has  feleded  for  delivering  up  to  carnage, 
and  to  the  flames,  that  capital  he  wifhes  once  more  to  leave. — 

To  arms  ! to  arms  * !” 

This  cry  was  inftantly  repeated  a thoufand  times,  and  from  a 
thoufand  different  mouths  : at  eleven  o’clock  the  affembly  formally 
declared  itfelf  in  “ a ftate  of  infurredion,”  and  a mufket  was 
fired  as  a fignal  for  adion. 

On  this  all  the  members  fallied  forth:  fome  fnatch  up  their 
arms  ; others  help  to  drag  the  cannon  ; a few  are  difpatched  to 
give  notice  of  their  approach.  Chabot,  Camille,  and  feveral 
more,  order  the  bells  of  the  churches  to  be  rung ; and  in  a few 
minutes  the  dreadful  tocfm  is  heard  throughout  Paris,  imprefling 
all  its  inhabitants  with  alarm,  and  wafting  terrour  and  difmay  to 
every  apartment  in  the  caftle  of  the  Tuilleries. 


Precis  lilftorique  de  la  Revolution  Fran9oife,  par  Lacretelle,  p.  294. 
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Situation  of 
the  palace. 


Nor  was  the  palace  wholly  unprovided  in  refpeft  to  defence. 
The  Swifs  retained  about  the  perfon  of  the  king,  in  exprefs  op- 
pofition  to  a decree  of  the  affembly,  had  been  gained  by  the 
liberality  and  carelfes  of  the  court  ; but,  although  devoted  to  the 
royal  caufe,  their  number  was  incomplete,  nearly  one-half  being 
abfent  at  Courbevoie.  A few  companies  of  grenadiers  belonging 
to  the  national  guards  had  alfo  repaired  to  the  court  of  the  Tuil- 
leries,  while  the  interior  was  garrifoned  by  between  feven  and 
eight  hundred  royalifts,  all  well  armed,  and  refolved  either  to 
conquer  or  die.  Among  the  military  men  who  made  their  ap- 
pearance at  this  critical  period  was  the  old  vifcount  de  Mailly,  on 
whom  was  immediately  conferred,  by  acclamation,  the  honour  of 
commanding  the  nobles.  The  queen  condu<Ted  herfelf  on  this 
trying  occafion  with  equal  policy  and  intrepidity.  With  a coun- 
tenance that  feemed  ftiil  to  beam  with  hope,  and  an  eye  denoting 
courage,  fbe  repaired  from  rank  to  rank,  and  from  poll  to  poft. 
The  virtuous  and  accompliflied  princefs  madame  Elizabeth,  fifter 
to  the  king,  accompanied  her  on  this  occafion  ; and  both  of  them 
were  equally  attentive  to  the  national  guards  and  the  nobles,  be- 
tween whom  a jealoufy  already  prevailed.  Such  was  the  general 
enthufiafm,  that  it  was  refolved  at  one  time  not  to  remain  on  the 
defenfive,  but  to  fally  forth  againft  the  infurgents,  feize  on  their 
cannon,  annoy  their  line  of  march,  diffipate  their  columns, 
purfue  the  fugitives  with  the  horfe,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  the 
infurreiTion.  This  plan  was  conceived  and  urged  by  many 
military  men,  fuch  as  d’Hervilli,  and  Viomenil ; and  Mandat,  the 
commandant  of  the  national  guard,  was  faid  to  have  been  entrufted 
with  the  execution.  But  Louis,  although  he  had  at  firft  confented 
to,  did  not  long  approve  of,  fo  bold  a meafure  ; for,  no  Iboner  did 
the  danger  feem  imminent,  than  the  defcendant  of  the  gallant 
Henry  IV.  appeared,  as  ufual,  timid  and  irrefolute.  It  was  in 
vain  that  the  daughter  of  Maria  Therefa  approached  her  wavering 
confort,  prefented  him  with  arms,  and  told  him  to  defend  his 
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life,  his  family,  and  his  throne  * ; it  was  in  vain  that  the  grandees  BOOK  i. 
reprefented  the  victory  as  certain : the  king  was  perfuaded  by 
Roederer  to  abandon  his  palace,  his  nobles,  and  his  guards  ; and,  1792. 
before  a fingle  fhot  was  fired,  he  took  refuge  with  his  confort,  his 
children,  and  his  fifter,  in  the  bofom  of  the  aflembly ; thus  annihi- 
' lating  at  the  fame  time  the  hopes  of  his  defenders  and  the  fears  of 
his  enemies. 

In  the  mean  time  the  jacobins,  who  had  increafed  their  Comlua  of 

the  jacobins, 

numbers  during  the  night,  waited  but  for  the  dawn  to  commence 
the  attack.  Having  feized  on  the  tov/n-houfe,  they  began  by 
difmilTing  the  old  and  nominating  a new  municipality.  Petion, 
who  had  been  intimidated  during  his  vifit  to  the  caftle,  and 
forced  to  fign  an  order  to  repel  force  by  fotce,  was  deprived  of 
his  authority : Mandat,  who  had  ilTued  injundiions  to  intercept 
all  communication  between  the  city  and  the  fuburbs  by  the 
bridges,  was  firft  arrefted  and  then  put  to  death.  All  the  move- 
ments of  the  infurgents  were  regulated  by  the  new  magiftrates  ; 
an  appearance  of  order,  and  even  of  legality,  was  thus  given  to 
their  proceedings,  and  no  fooner  did  they  hear  that  the  king  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  hall  of  the  legiflature,  than  they  redoubled 
their  efforts,  and  preffed  the  attack  with  additional  activity. 

The  federates  of  Marfeilles,  burning  with  enthufiafm,  and 
ambitious  to  diftinguifh  themfelves,  headed  the  columns.  They 
were  followed  by  the  battalion  of  Breft,  like  the  former,  pro- 
perly accoutred  for  the  combat,  and  an  immenfe  number  of  in- 
dividuals, the  only  arms  pofTeffed  by  whom  confifted  of  pikes, 
ufelefs  in  an  engagement  of  this  kind,  but  terrible  after  vidlory : 
their  chief  reliance  was  placed  on  their  cannon,  and  thefe  wefe  [Auguft  lo.] 
dragged  forward  by  a body  of  men,  who  had  dedicated 

''  ^ . caftle. 

their  time  and  labours  to  the  art  of  managing  thefe  deftrudlive 
engines.  The  motions  of  the  infurgents  were  rather  rapid  than 


* Tableau  Hiftorique  & Politique  de  I’Europe,  par  Segur,  t.  II.  p.  254. 
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BOOK  I.  regular ; the  Marfeillefe  hymn  animated  their  march,  and  the 
ftanzas  were  recited  at  intervals  by  the  whole  body.  After  de- 
i7y2.  feating  a fmall  detachment  of  royalifts,  polled  on  the  Pont-Neuf, 
they  at  length  reached  the  Carrouzel,  where  they  were  joined 
by  feveral  battalions,  who  waited  for  them  with  impatience. 
Some  of  the  national  troops,  hearing  of  the  king’s  flight,  declared 
alfo  in  their  favour ; the  gendarmes^  equally  defpifmg  the  carefles 
and  the  threats  of  their  chiefs,  proclaimed  themfelves  ready  to  a<T 
as  auxiliaries  ; while  the  garrifon  of  the  caftle  was  weakened  by 
the  defection  of  two  or  three  battalions  of  national  guards,  and 
the  lofs  of  the  three  hundred  Swifs,  and  three  hundred  grenadiers, 
who  had  accompanied  the  royal  family  to  the  alTembly.  At  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning  the  outward  gates  were  forced,  and  an 
armed  multitude  rulhed  into  the  court.  The  body-guards,  ranged 
along  the  fteps  of  the  grand  ftaircafe,  on  a fignal  given,  fired  a 
volley  and  drove  back  the  moll  furious  of  the  alTailants ; a more 
dillant  warfare  was  then  carried  on  from  and  againft  the  windows, 
while  the  cannon  pointed  at  the  palace  already  pierced  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  roof. 

The  Swifs  now  fallied  forth,  and  drew  up  in  order  of  battle 
in  the  quadrangle,  which  was  already  ftrewed  with  the  flain  ; four 
pieces  of  ordnance  were  alfo  left  in  the  court  of  the  Carrouzel  by 
the  affrighted  alTailants,  but  the  garrifon,  already  deferted  by  their 
prince,  was  alike  dellitute  of  orders  and  of  a proper  plan  of  de- 
fence. The  infurgents,  on  the  other  hand,  were  at  once  bold, 
refolute,  and  perfevering  j they  had  but  one  objedl,  which  was  the 
capture  of  the  Tuilleries  j and  they  were  inlligated  by  hope, 
lhame,  and  revenge. 

The  Marfeillefe  having  at  length  rallied  the  fugitives,  de- 
termined to  admit  none  to  participate  in  the  attack  except  thofe 
who  were  accullomed  to  military  difcipline,  and  refolved,  like 
themfelves,  to  conquer  or  to  die ; the  cannoneers,  burning  with, 
rage  for  the  lofs  of  their  companions,  fully  participated  iu 
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their  opinions,  and  all  the  irregular  auxiliaries  were  immediately  book  i. 
obliged  to  retire  *. 

Westermann  having  given  orders  to  renew  the  attack,  the  1792. 
artillery  was  diftributed  anew,  and  the  caftle  once  more  in- 
verted. The  gendarmerie,  hitherto  inadlive,  either  expel  or  arrert 
their  officers  ; feveral  battalions,  which  had  marched  for  the 
purpofe  of  defending  the  royal  family,  alfo  declare  at  this  critical 
moment  againrt  them  ; volleys  of  cannon  were  again  heard  ; the 
walls  are  pierced  with  balls  j the  cartle,  now  on  fire  in  feveral 
different  places,  is  at  length  forced,  and  the  blood  of  the  body- 
guards flows  along  the  rteps  of  the  palace.  Many  of  the  Swifs, 
attempting  to  efcape  by  the  garden,  were  furrounded,  and  cut  off* 
by  the  gendarmerie  and  the  mob ; the  grenadiers  of  the  diflri<ff;  of 
Filles  St.  Thomas,  who  were  attached  to  the  royal  caufe,  effedted 
their  retreat  with  great  difficulty,  and  fome  of  the  nobles  found  an 
afylum  in  the  hotel  of  the  ambaffador  from  Venice.  The  daughter 
would  have  been  prodigious  had  not  the  national  aflembly 
decreed  that  the  foreigners  were  placed  under  the  protedtion  of 
the  laws  ; the  people,  however,  rtill  outrageous  againrt  the  king, 
whom  they  confidered  as  the  caufe  of  all  their  calamities,  refufed 
to  aflirt  in  flopping  the  progrefs  of  the  flames,  until  their  revenge 
was  fatiated  j while  a multitude  of  petitioners  appeared  at  the  bar, 
and  demanded  the  depofition  of  the  captive  monarch.  The  Brif- 
fotins,  who  wifhed  only  for  a popular  adminirtration,  and  a prince 
attached  to  the  conrtitution,  were  alarmed  at  a victory  which  laid 
them  as  well  as  the  throne  prortrate  at  the  feet  of  their  enemies. 
Vergniaud,  however,  at  length  delivered  in  a report,  in  the  name 
of  an  extraordinary  committee,  after  prefacing  “ that  he  was  aboyt 
to  prefent  a rigorous  meafure  for  their  adoption,”  for  which  he 
feemed  to  apologife  by  obferving,  “ that  it  was  neceffary  for  the 


* Precis  Hiftorique,  par  Lacretelle,  p.  327. 
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elefting  a na^ 
tional  con- 
vention, and 
fufponding 
the  king. 


Proceeding 
of  the  Pari- 
fians. 

[Auguft  11,] 


Proceedings 
of  the  aflem- 
bly. 


fafety  of  the  Rate.”  He  then  detailed  the  plan  of  a decree,  for 
the  convocation  of  a national  convention,  and  the  provijional  fuf- 
penjion  of  the  king,  until  that  body  had  pronounced  on  the  mea- 
fures  neceflary  for  maintaining  the  fovereignty  of  the  people. 
Thefe  propofitions  having  been  inftantly  aflented  to,  a deputy 
was  fent  to  communicate  the  intelligence  to  the  infurgents,  who 
immediately  became  more  calm ; and  one  of  them  appeared  foon 
after  at  the  bar,  with  a Swifs,  whom  he  had  made  prifoner,  under 
his  arm  : “ Let  us  fpare,”  exclaimed  he,  “ thefe  inftruments  of 
a perfidious  king  !”  and  immediately  embraced  him  ; after  which, 
exhaufted  with  his  previous  exertions  and  his  prefent  emotions, 
he  immediately  fainted  and  fell  down  at  the  feet  of  his  late  adver- 
fary.  The  aflembly  took  advantage  of  this  feene  to  excite  the 
victors  to  clemency  : but  it  was  otherwife  at  the  Hotel-de~Villey 
for  there  the  cry  of  “ Vengeance  !”  and  “ No  quarter  !”  was  ftill 
heard ; eighty  Swifs  were  murdered,  notwithftanding  all  the  efforts 
of  the  national  guards  to  prevent  it. 

Although  the  king  had  only  been  fufpended  from  his  func- 
tions on  the  I oth  of  Auguft,  yet,  on  the  fucceeding  day,  royalty 
itfelf  feemed  to  be  abolifhed.  All  the  enfigns  of  the  monarchy, 
every  veftige  of  former  kings,  were  disfigured,  obliterated,  or 
deftroyed.  The  ftatues  of  Louis  XIII.,  Louis  XIV.,  and  Louis 
XV.,  which  had  been  erected  in  the  different  fquares  of  the 
metropolis,  were  now  overturned  and  defaced  j even  the  memory 
of  Henry  IV.  could  not  protedt  his  effigy  ! 

Louis  XVI.,  who  had  remained  with  his  family  during 
two  days  in  a narrow  apartment  deftined  for  thofe  who  took 
notes  of  the  debates,  was  conveyed  under  a ftrong  efcort  to  the 
Temple : d’Abencourt,  the  minifler  at  war,  was  arrefted  at  the 
fame  time ; while  a decree  of  accufation  was  iffued  againfh  Mont- 
morin,  Bertrand,  and  Montciel,  all  of  whom  had  been  in  place  ; 
as  well  as  againft  Duport,  Barnave,  and  Alexander  Lameth,  who 
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appeared  from  documents  found  in  the  caftle  to  have  advifed  BOOK  i. 
Louis  XVI.  to  refufe  his  fandtion  to  the  meafures  adopted  by  the 
affembly  againft  the  priefts  and  emigrants.  Roland,  Servan,  and  1792. 
Clavieres,  were  now  reinftated  in  their  former  offices ; while  Dan- 
ton,  an  affociate  whom  they  did  not  dare  to  difown,  was  nomi- 
nated, with  fmgular  impropriety,  minifter  of  juftice. 

This  vidlory  gained  over  the  throne  by  the  Parifians  and  the 
federates,  foon  received  the  affent  and  the  fandlion  of  all  the  de- 
partments. Even  thofe  publick  bodies  which  had  fo  loudly  pro- 
tefted  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  20th  of  June,  readily  cele- 
brated the  triumph  of  the  i oth  of  Auguft  : the  intelligence  of 
the  capture  of  the  Baftille  had  been  fcarcely  received  with  a 
more  general  acquiefcence  j but  the  motive  was  lefs  pure,  for 
terrour  now  began  to  fupply  the  place  of  enthufiafm. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fufpenfion  and  imprifonment  of  the 

. . , , la  Fayette  j 

king  produced  great  aftomffiment  m the  armies  ; particularly  that 

commanded  by  la  Fayette,  who,  by  the  hidden  change  of  his  ' 

pofition,  appears  to  have  meditated  home  important  projedt,  now 

rendered  abortive  by  the  new  revolution.  He  was  pofted  at  this 

critical  moment  at  Sedan  ; his  command  extended  from  Alface  to 

Dunkirk,  and  he  was  at  the  head  of  a confiderable  body  of  troops 

apparently  devoted  to  his  will. 

This  general,  who  had  fo  ftrenuoully  oppofed  the  defpotifm  of 
the  court,  was  equally  adverfe  to  the  tyranny  of  the  jacobins,  and 
determined  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  the  captive  monarch,  whofe 
power  appeared  to  have  been  rendered  legitimate  by  the  fandlion 
of  the  conftitution,  and  the  oaths  of  the  people.  Having  called , 
a council  of  war,  to  which  he  fummoned  every  officer  command-, 
ing  a battalion,  and  found  a ready  aflent  to  all  the  meafures  pro- 
pofed  by  him,  he  immediately  publiffied  a proclamation,  in  which 
he  declared  not  only  his  own  diflent,  but  that  of  the  troops  under 
his  command,  to  the  recent  events  that  had  occurred  in  the  capital. 

The  foldiery  already  announced,  by  their  rage  and  their  excla- 
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BOOK  I.  mations,  that  they  were  actuated  by  that  Indigriation  which  their 
leader  was  fo  defirous  to  excite  j while  the  members  of  the 
department,  propelled  by  a fimllar  enthufiafm,  refufed  to  recog- 
nlfe  the  adfs  of  the  national  aifembly,  which  now  alhimed  and 
cxerclfed  the  foverelgn  authority. 

But  that  body  had  already  anticipated  the  defedlon  of  this 
army,  and  recurred  to  meafures  calculated  either  to  gain  the 
commander,  or  Induce  the  troops  to  defert.  Three  com- 
mlffioners  * had  been  accordingly  feleded  for  this  purpofe  ; and, 
notwlthftandlng  they  heard  during  their  journey  of  the  dangers 
they  were  likely  to  encounter,  they  perfifted  in  fulfilling  the 
obje£l  of  their  milfion.  On  their  arrival  at  Sedan,  they  were 
immediately  arrefted  and  imprifoned  as  hoftages,  for  the  fafety  of 
the  king  and  the  royal  family,  at  the  inftigation  of  la  Fayette. 
This  officer  had  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  all  the  armies  par- 
ticipated in  his  refentments  ; but  he  was  miftaken,  for  Luckner, 
although  deftitute  of  moft  of  the  other  talents  neceflary  for  a 
general,  was  far  from  being  deficient  in  refped;  to  prudence.  He 
had  already  obtained  a marlhal’s  baton,  a red  ribband,  and  the 
title  of  generalijjimo^  by  appearing  devoted  to  all  parties  : inca- 
pable of  forming  or  even  conceiving  any  plan  that  required 
refledion,  he  was  an  able  partifan,  but  a defpicable  chief ; addicted 
to  wine,  this  foldier  of  fortune  was  incapable  of  keeping  a fecret ; 
defirous  above  all  things  of  amaffing  wealth,  the  avaricious 
Bavarian  poflefiTed  none  of  the  attachments  of  a Frenchman. 
Accordingly,  after  difplaying  the  moft  contemptible  irrefolution, 
he  at  length  declared  for  the  aflembly,  and  thus  difappointed  the 
expcftations  of  his  colleague. 

La  Fayette,  however,  experienced  more  fidelity  on  the  part 
of  lieutenant-general  Arthur  Dillon.  This  officer  had  fat  as  a 
deputy  in  the  firft  aflembly,  and  condemned  the  idea  of  an 


Luckner ; 


Dillon ; 


* Antonelle,  Kerfaint,  and  Perraldi. 
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ofFenfive  war,  which  he  confidered  as  unconftitutlonal  j he  was  book  i. 
fo  much  attached  indeed  to  the  defenfive  fyftem,  that  he  had 
divided  his  army  into  three  feparate  camps,  being  afraid,  in  cafe 
he  affembled  them  in  a body  to  drive  the  duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen 
from  Bavai,  left  he  fhould  be  forced  by  fome  unexpected  occur- 
rence to  change  his  plan.  No  fooner  did  he  receive  intelligence 
of  the  events  that  occurred  in  Paris,  than  he  aflembled  the  troops 
in  the  camp  of  Pont-fur-Sambre,  and  prevailed  upon  the  foldiers 
to  renew  their  oath  of  fidelity  ; he  alfo  iflued  fimilar  orders  to 
the  divifions  collected  at  Maulde  and  Maubege,  but  the  officer  who 
commanded  at  the  former  of  thefe,  and  whofe  perfon  he  had 
neglected  to  arreft,  in  compliance  with  the  exprefs  orders  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  determined  not  to  obey.  This  was  Dumou- 
riez,  who,  although  he  had  turned  out  the  three  popular  mi- 
nifters  f,  yet  found  it  neceffary  to  remain  on  good  terms  with 


^ On  the  13th  of  Auguft,  1792,  general  Dillon  publilhed  the  following  Decla- 
ration in  his  camp : 

“ It  is  faid  that  the  conftitution  has  been  violated.  Whoever  the  perfons  may 
be,  who  have  thus  perjured  themfelves,  they  are  enemies  to  the  liberty  of  France. 

“ The  general  feizes  this  critical  opportunity  of  renewing  his  oath  to  fhed  the 
laft  drop  of  his  blood  in  fupport  of  the  integrity  of  the  conftitution,  as  decreed 
by  the  national  conftituting  aftembly  during  the  years  1789,  1790,  and  1791,  and 
to  remain  in  all  things  faithful  to  the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king.” 

On  the  fucceeding  day,  Dumouriez,  who  had  refufed  to  adminifter  the  con- 
ftitutional  oath,  of  “ I fwear  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king,” 
tranfmitted  a letter  to  Genfonne,  containing  the  following  expreflions  : 

“ Dillon  has  ruined  himfelf  by  a declaration  in  favour  of  royalty  ( royalifme)^  given 
out  in  public  orders  at  his  camp  on  the  Sambre,  and  which  he  has  alfo  commanded 
me  to  publifti  in  mine.  I have  formally  difobeyed  him,  and  tranfmitted  the  papers 
concerning  this  affair  to  the  commiflioncrs  from  the  national  affembly,  who  are 
juft  arrived  at  the  army.  I expeCl  to  fee  them  to-morrow  in  my  camp. 

“ I hope  to  be  able  to  render  effential  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  the  fovereignty  and 
the  liberty  of  the  French  people,  and  I will  ufe  all  the  means  in  my  power  for  that 
purpofe.” 

f Roland,  Clavieres,  and  Servan. 
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BOOK  I.  the  republicans,  by  whom  alone  he  could  expedt  to  have  his 
ambition  gratified  ; for,  according  to  their  own  account,  he  had 
1792.  been  grofsly  deceived  by  the  king  and  was  at  open  enmity 
with  la  Fayette.  He  accordingly  proclaimed  every-where,  by 
means  of  his  emilfaries,  that  he  was  facrificed  by  the  court ; and  he 
had  celebrated  the  anniverfary  of  the  capture  of  the  Baftille  with 
great  pomp  in  his  camp.  No  fooner  did  the  duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen 
and  aifemble  an  army  at  Mons,  on  purpofe  to  attack  French  Flanders, 
Duniouriez.  than  Dumouriez  pofitively  refufed  to  join  marfhal  Luckner,  under 
the  pretext  of  providing  for  the  fafety  of  the  Northern  depart- 
ment ; and  he  took  care  to  ftate  his  motives,  which  were  at  once 
popular  and  fpecious,  to  the  aflTembly  ; he  alfo  was  the  firft  to 
commence  hoftilities  againft  the  enemy,  and  evinced  talents 
and  activity  that  added  not  a little  to  his  reputation  as  a military 
man. 

The  camp  of  Maulde,  fituate  among  fand-hills,  and  exactly 
refembling  a horfe-fhoe  in  form,  having  a village  of  the  fame 
name  in  front,  a marfhy  country  in  the  rear,  and  Mortagne  on 
the  right  flank,  with  the  advantage  of  a bridge  at  the  jundion  of 
the  Scarpe  and  the  Scheldt,  was  rendered  formidable  by  his 
means.  It  was  there  that  he  lived  conftantly  among  the  troops, 
by  whom  he  was  adored,  whofe  enthufiafm  he  augmented  by 
his  prefence,  his  fpeeches,  and  his  conduct,  and  into  whofe 
minds  he  contrived  to  infufe  a paffion  for  war,  by  rendering 
them  at  once  the  aflfailants  and  the  vidlors.  He  had  recourfe  to 
every  art  which  long  experience  could  fuggefl;,  to  accufliom  them 
to  military  difeipline,  or  infpire  them  with  zeal ; and,  that  their 
courage  might  be  inflamed  to  an  heroick  ardour  by  the  prefence 
of  the  fair  fex,  he  encouraged  two  beautiful  young  maidens  of 
the  name  of  Fernig,  who  to  great  modefty  united  a mafeuline 


♦ See  “ La  Vie  de  Dumouriez*” 
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courage,  to  accompany  them  in  their  incurfions  Dumouriez,  BOOK  i. 
inftead  of  being  furprifed  or  alarmed  at  the  events  of  the  i oth 
of  Auguft,  rejoiced  to  behold  an  opportunity  of  afpiring  to  the  ’792. 
chief  command,  gratifying  his  own  refentments,  and  triumph- 
ing over  a hated  rival. 


* It  may  not  prove  uninterefting  in  this  place  to  detail  the  fituation  of  the 
northern  army,  as  drawn  up  by  Dumouriez  himfeif ; it  will  exhibit  the  means  by 
which  that  general  inured  his  troops  to  hardfliips,  and  thus  prepared  them  for 
viAory : 

“ Every  thing  confpired  to  produce  the  ruin  of  France  and  of  the  king.  Diilon 
confined  himfeif  entirely  to  the  defenfive  fyftem,  which  he  was  doubtlefs  ordered 
to  do,  left  he  ftiould  be  forced  by  circumftances  to  change  his  plan ; he  accord- 
ingly divided  the  troops  into  three  feparate  camps. 

“ That  of  Maulde,  which  remained  under  the  dire£lion  of  Dumouriez,  con- 
fifted  of  tw'enty-three  battalions  and  five  fquadrons,  including  the  garrifons  of 
Orchles,  Marchennes,  and  St.  Amand.  That  of  Maubeuge,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant-general  Lanoue,  contained  twelve  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons ; and 
that  of  Pont-fur-Sambre,  eight  battalions  and  five  fquadrons.  Dillon  himfeif  com- 
manded the  laft  ; it  was  a fituation  of  his  own  choofing,  and  a very  bad  one.  The 
foreft  of  Mormale,  which  extended  between  this  camp  and  that  of  the  Imperialifts 
at  Bavai,  prevented  the  French  from  attacking  the  enemy,  who  had  indeed  ren- 
dered inroads  on  that  fide  impradlicable,  by  blocking  up  the  approaches  with 
trees,  &c. 

“ This  feparation  of  the  troops  augmented  the  fchifm  ftill  more.  The  camps  of 
Maubeuge  and  Pont-fur-Sambre  became  entirely  attached  to  the  party  of  la 
Fayette  : the  camp  of  Maulde  was  wholly  devoted  to  Dumouriez.  It  was  this  dif- 
junAion  that  divided  the  army  into  two  fadbion^,  which  became  more  inflamed, 
becaufe  the  two  generals,  on  account  of  the  diftance,  faw  each  other  but  feldom. 
One  fmall  advantage  however  refulted  from  it : this  was  an  emulation  in  haraffing 
the  enemy  by  means  of  detachments,  which  inured  the  troops  to  warfare. 

“ General  Dumouriez,  fhut  up  within  his  own  camp,  no  longer  occupied  him- 
feif about  any  thing  but  the  difciplining  and  training  of  his  little  army,  and  the 
forming  of  its  officers.  The  troops  of  the  line  and  the  volunteers  were  alike 
replete  with  confidence  and  good-will,  but  they  were  raw  and  inexperienced.  He 
began  by  appointing  two  corps  of  flankers,  confifting  of  about  five  hundred  each, 
which  were  fent  daily  a-fkirmifhing ; they  were  renewed,  both  officers  and  foldiers, 
VOL.  I.  D D ' 
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Dillon,  £hut  up  in  the  camp  of  Pont-fur-Sambre,  with  onr)r 
the  foreft  of  Mormale  between  him  and  the  Imperialifts,  waff 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  ftate  of  parties  in  the  capital ; and 
being  eager  to  difplay  his  loyalty,  wifhed  that  the  other  com- 
manders Ihould  follow  his  example.  But  Dumouriez,  better 
inftruded  relative  to  the  late  events,  and  relying  on  the  attach- 
ment and  fupport  of  his  troops,  refolved,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  to  temporife.  He  accordingly  affeded  to  confider  the 
adminiftration  of  the  conftitutional  oath  as  a meafure  at  once 
dangerous  and  ill-timed ; he  alfo  pretended  to  deprecate  the  com- 
mencement of  a civil  war,  and  infilled  loudly  on  the  impolicy  of 
irritating  a triumphant  faction,  that  might  wilh  by  the  death  of 
th€  monarch  to  avenge  the  lofs  of  more  than  ten  thoufand 
citizens,  which  their  late  vidlory  over  “ foreign  mercenaries  and 
revolted  nobles”  had  already  coft.  The  king  was  perhaps  culr 
pable  ; in  that  cafe  the  law  would  pronounce  the  forfeiture  of  the 


at  the  end  of  every  week ; and  all  the  battalions  took  their  turn  of  fervice,  fo  that 
each  might  be  accuftomed  to  fatigue,  and  the  fight  of  the  enemy. 

“ Every  commanding  officer  received  a paper  of  inftruflions  from  the  hand  of 
the  general,  on  the  back  of  which  was  traced  a map  of  that  part  of  the  country 
through  which  he  was  to  pafs  : on  this  were  alfo  laid  down  the  various  roads, 
bridges,  villages,  farm-houfes,  and  mills,  near  which  they  were  to  march  in  going 
out  and  returning  home ; the  fpots  where  troops  were  to  be  polled  j the  points  of 
attack,  &c.  Thefe  detachments  for  the  molt  part  proved  fuccefsful,  and  brought 
in  horfes  and  piifoners  to  the  camp.  They  received  orders  to  keep  on  good 
terms  with  the  inhabitants,  and  the  general  caufed  any  property  that  was  Itolen  to 
be  reflored. 

“ During  this  period  the  battalions  were  exercifed  daily,  and  affilled  in  erecting 
pallifadoes  on  the  redoubts,  in  throwing  bridges  over  the  river,  and  in  digging 
trenches.  The  tour  of  duty  in  the  camp,  and  in  the  various  detached  guards,  was 
extremely  fevere.  Every  man  had  his  proper  poll  affigned  to  him,  in  cafe  of  fur- 
prife.  Neither  idlenefs  nor  cabals  prevailed  in  the  army,  there  were  no,  jacobins 
or  feuillans  there  ; the  nev/fpapers  were  but  little  read  *,  and  the  twelve  or  thirteen 
thoufand  troops  of  which  it  confilled,  became  perceptibly  more  warlike.”’ 
Vol.  III.  p.  52. 
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crowfi : this  was  a fit  fubje£l  for  a civil  trial,  and  it  did  not  book  l- 
belong  to  the  army  to  decide  in  fuch  a cafe  ; for  if  it  interpofed  CHAP.  Iir. 
without  being  acquainted  with  the  particulars,  inevitable  blame  1792. 
would  neceflarily  attach.  In  addition  to  thefe  reafons,  more 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  enemies  were  now  on 
the  frontiers  of  France,  and  ready  to  take  advantage  of  her 
internal  troubles : this,  therefore,  was  not  the  proper  moment  to 
engrofs  the  attention  of  the  troops  about  the  perfon  of  the  king, 
who,  auguft  as  he  was,  could  be  no  more  than  a fecondary  object. 

Such  were  the  motives  communicated  to  Dillon,  and  fince  con- 
figned  to  pofterity,  for  the  difobedience  of  Dumouriez,  who 
took  care  to  notify  his  condudl  to  the  aflembly. 

In  the  mean  time  Delmas,  Dubois- Dubays,  and  Bellegarde,  [Auguft  u.]' 
the  new  commiffioners,  arrived  at  Valenciennes,  and  prepared 
to  employ  vigorous  meafures  againft  Dillon,  whofe  recent  con- 
duct appeared  fufpicious.  , He  however  contrived  to  difarm  their 
rage,  and  was  retained  in  the  chief  command  j a circumftance 
which  gave  umbrage  to  Dumouriez,  who  feems  to  have  thought 
himfelf  entitled  to  the  diredion  of  the  northern  army,  and  even 
appears  to  have  had  recourie  to  the  agency  of  Coutfion  for  that 
purpofe 

N o fooner  did  the  aflembly  learn  the  particulars  of  the  de-  I>umounez 
fedion  of  la  Fayette,  the  equivocal  condud  of  Dillon  and  Lanoue,  the  chief 
and  the  apparent  devotion  of  Dumouriez,  than  they  immediately 
nominated  him  commander  in  chief.  The  three  miniflers  too, 
whom  he  had  fo  recently  facrificed  to  his  ambition,  and  who 
were  again  reftored  to  power,  aduated  by  the  mofl:  generous 
motives,  determined  to  forget  thek  wrongs,  and  accordingly 
tranfmitted  letters  to  the  general,  in  which,  after  felicitating  him 
on  his  advancement,  they  befought  him  to  vindicate  the  honour 
of  his  country,  and  prove  faithful  to  his  engagements. 


* Memoires  clu  Genkal  Dumouriez,  t.  H. 
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II  is  condu6t 
upon'this  oc- 
cafion. 


BOOK  I.  The  v>rhole  burden  and  refponfibillty  of  the  war  now  devolved 
upon  this  extraordinary  man,  who  inftantly  conceived  the  bold 
plan  of  commencing  hoftilities  in  the  enemy’s  own  territories; 
and  refolved,  by  feizing  on  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  to  change 
the  nature  as  well  as  the  objedt  of  the  conteft.  He  was  more- 
over ambitious  to  execute  the  plan  he  himfelf  had  fketched  out 
for  the  French  generals,  while  yet  in  the  miniftry,  and  which 
they  had  repeatedly  declared  to  be  impradlicable. 

He  hoped  that  fufficient  time  was  ftill  left  to  prepare  for 
events.  Marilial  Luckner  was  at  the  head  of  a confiderable  body 
of  troops  at  Metz,  and  would  naturally  form  a jundlion  with  the 
other  commanders,  for  the  defence  of  the  Ardennes,  a depart- 
ment protedted  by  a line  of  fortreifes,  which  muft  be  taken  before 
the  enemy  could  penetrate  into  Champagne  ; and  he  expe<dted 
that  an  opportunity  would  be  thus  prefented  of  commencing  an 
olfenfive  campaign  on  the  fide  of  Flanders  : but  the  advance  of 
the  Pruffians,  and  the  fpeedy  furrender  of  fome  of  the  fortreifes 
on  the  frontiers,  rendered  this  fcheme  abortive. 

• In  the  mean  time  he  bent  the  whole  of  his  attention  to  the 
northern  army,  which  he  wilhed  to  colledf  and  alfemble.  He 
alfo  made  a promotion  of  five  lieutenant  and  feven  major  gene- 
rals : the  former  confifted  of  Moreton,  whom  he  placed  at  the 
head  of  his  own  ftalF ; Labourdonnaye,  the  commanding  officer 
at  Lille  ; Maralfe,  who  occupied  the  fame  fituation  at  Douay  ; 
Omoran,  who  prefided  at  Conde ; and  • Beurnonville,  whofe 
condud;  at  the  camp  of  Maulde  had  been  greatly  approved  of. 
General  Lanoue  was  retained  in  the  fervice,  in  confequence  of  Du- 
mouriez  becoming  fecurity  for  his  condud  to  the  commiffioners; 
and  he  afterwards  reinftated  lieutenant-general  Leveneur  alfo,  after 
allowing  him  to  ferve  three  weeks  as  a fimple  hulfar,.  although 
he  had  participated  in  the  defedion  of  his  rival,  againft  whom 
he  nov/  received  orders  to  march. 

But  this  meafure,  however  grateful  it  might  be,  was  foon 
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rendered  imnecefTary.  Three  new  deputies  had  been  difpatched  BOOK  I. 

by  the  national  alTembly  to  Sedan,  to  procure  the  liberation  of 

their  colleagues,  while  a number  of  emiffaries,  among  whom  i792. 

was  Weftermann,  whofe  name  had  now  become  celebrated  by 

the  capture  of  the  Tuilleries,  received  fecret  orders  to  repair  to 

his  camp,  and  debauch  the  fidelity  of  his  foldiers. 

It  was  in  vain  that  la  Fayette  diflembled  for  fome  time  refpe<T- 
ing  the  critical  fituation  in  which  he  was  placed.  Did  he  refolve  to 
march  ftraight  to  Paris  ? This  would  be  to  expofe  Louis  XVI. 
and  his  family  to  certain  deftrudlion.  Was  he  determined  to 
eredl  the  ftandard  of  revolt  in  the  provinces  ? He  would  be  op- 
pofed  by  the  other  armies,  and  a civil  war  muft  inevitably  enfue. 

In  addition  to  thefe  confiderations,  France  was  at  this  moment 
prefled  on  all  fides  by  the  enemy,  and  the  idea  of  a capitulation 
with  the  prefumptuous  invaders  of  his  country,  ftruck  him  with 
horroui  ; he  was  refolved,  therefore,  whatever  might  occur;' 
neither  to  leave  the  frontiers  deflitute  of  defence,  nor  to  lofe  his 
reputation  by  means  of  a difgraceful  compadl. 

His  own  army  feemed  even  now  to  divine  the  difagreeable  La  Fayette  is 
^ ° _ abandoned  by 

predicament  in  which  he  was  placed,  and  a general  confternation  his  army, 

began  to  prevail  in  his  camp.  Some  of  the  troops  diftinguilhing 

between  perfonal  attachment  and  the  caufe  of  their  country,  not 

only  forfook  but  even  denounced  him  and  the  officers  of  his  ftaff. 

The  inadlion  in  which  the  foldiery  were  fuffered  to  remain,  gave 

leifure  for  reflediion,  nor  were  the  means  of  fedudtion  wanting. 

Thofe  regiments  w^hich  had  been  loudeft  in  their  acclamations, 

already  announced  by  their  condudl  that  their  fidelity  was 

beginning  to  waver ; others  murmured  at  their  lot,  and  began  to 

lament  their  fituation.  But  this  change  of  opinion  was  not  openly 

manifefted,  until  a general  review  had  taken  place,  for  the  pur- 

pofe  of  afcertaining  the  ftate  and  difpofition  of.  the  forces.  It 

was  then  that  the  cannoneers,  a body  of  troops  eminently  attached 

to  the  popular  caufe  from  the  commencement  of  the  revolution, 
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BOOK  I.  erinced  their  diflatisfadion  ; fome  of  the  foldlery  teftified  alotid 
their  commiferation  for  the  imprifoned  deputies,  while  a cry  * in 
1792-  favour  of  that  very  aflembly  againft  whom  their  general  had 
declared  was  re-echoed  from  rank  to  rank  ! 

It  was  alfo  propagated  with  equal  art  and  fuccefs,  that  a decree 
of  accufation  f had  been  promulged  againft  their  commander ; 
that  difobedience  to  his  orders  had  now  become  a duty ; and  that 
to  recognife  him  any  longer  was  to  violate  the  laws  ! 

Notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  thefe  fentiments,  a 
generous  pity  feemed  ftill  to  aduate  the  hearts  of  an  army  that 
had  already  refolved  to  abandon  its  general,  and  both  time  and 
opportunity  were  afforded  him  to  provide  for  his  fafety.  Accord- 
ingly in  the  courfe  of  that  very  night  he  affembled  all  his 
[Auguft  20,]  friends,  and  confulted  every  one  who,  by  a perfonal  attachment 
to  him,  might  be  fuppofed  to  participate  in  his  danger.  It 
was  allowed  on  all  fides,  that  it  had  now  become  impoffible  to 
fupport  the  vigorous  meafures  which  they  had  determined  to 
purfue,  as  they  were  abandoned  by  the  whole  nation,  and  even 
by  their  own  troops.  Such  was  their  deplorable  fituation,  that 
an  immediate  flight  became  abfolutely  necelTary  to  thofe  who 
had  but  fo  lately  hoped  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  empire.  La 


* “ Vive  les  deputes  de  I’aflemblee  nationale  !” 
f National  Assembly.— 17,  1792. 

Decree  of  Accufation  againjl  Af.  la  Fayetie, 

“ I.  It  appears  to  this  aflembly,  that  there  is  juft  ground  for  accufation  againft 
M.  la  Fayette,  heretofore  commander  of  the  army  of  the  North. 

“ II.  The  executive  power  fliall,  in  the  moft  expeditious  manner  poflible,  carry 
the  prefent  decree  into  execution ; and  all  conftituted  authorities,  all  citizens,  ancl 
all  foldiers,  are  hereby  enjoined,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  to  fecurc  his 
perfon. 

“ III.  The  aflembly  forbids  the  army’of  the  North  any  longer  to  acknowledge  him 
as  a general,  or  to  obey  his  ordfrs ; and  ftriAly  enjoins  that  no  perfon  whatfoerer 
fliall  furnifti  any  thing  to  the  troops,  or  pay  any  money  for  their  ufe,  but  by  the 
orders  of  M.  Dumouriez.” 
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Fayette  relu<Stantly  confented  to  a meafure  now  rendered  Inevi-  BOOK  I. 
table,  but  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the  dangers  that  accompanied  it; 
he  hoped  however  at  all  events  to  be  able  to  enfure  the  fafety  of  his 
companions,  and  to  appear  rather  unfortunate  than  culpable  in 
the  eyes  of  mankind.  He  accordingly  refolved  to  fet  out  before  and  leaves 
the  approaching  dawn  fhould  exhibit  once  more  the  difeontent  of 
an  army  formerly  fo  much  attached  to  him,  and  which,  ftill  re- 
fpefting  his  misfortunes,  determined  not  to  intercept  his  flight. 

He  therefore  mounted  his  horfe,  with  feventeen  companions, 
among  whom  were  Latour-Maubourg,  the  friend  of  his  youth  ; 
Alexander  Lameth,  formerly  the  moft  bitter  of  his  adverfaries, 
but  now  determined  to  participate  in  his  misfortunes ; Bureau- 
de-Pufy,  three  times  prefident  of  the  conftituting  alTembly ; 
feveral  of  his  aides-de-camp ; and,  in  fhort,  all  thofe  who  dreaded 
the  wrath  of  the  triumphing  party.  None  of  them  attempted  to 
feduce  a Angle  battalion  to  defert,  and  by  fuch  bafe  and  inglorious 
means  enfure  the  favour  of  the  enemy  ; on  the  contrary,  it  was 
their  foie  wiih  to  retire  to  fome  diftant  country,  and  hope-  for 
better  days,  and  a more  aufpicious  fortune. 

Having  abandoned  the  French  territory,  they  travelled 
feveral  leagues  without  encountering  any  difiiculty.  They  were 
dreffed  in  their  refpeftive  uniforms ; and,  in  the  courfe  of  their 
journey,  frankly  announced  themfelves  as  oflicers  who  having 
left  the  army  were  now  repairing  to  Switzerland.  At  length 
they  were  met  by  an  Auftrian  patrole,  and  being  interrogated,, 
they  delivered  in  an  account  of  their  names  and  rank,  adding 
at  the  fame  time  the  reafons  which  had  induced  them  to  fly 
from  their  own  country.  On  this  they  v/ere  arrefted,  and  declared 
prifoners  to  the  king  of  PrufTia. 

La  Fayette,  when  he  firft  determined  to  abandon  his. 
troops,  was  well  aware  that  he  might  be  expofed  to  prejudice 
and  enmity,  fcarcely  lefs  implacable  than  that  from  which  he  was 
obliged  to  flielter  himfelf ; yet  both  he  and  his  friends  flill  hoped' 
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BOOK  I.  that  this  monarch  would  in  their  perfons  refpe(R:  the  rules  of  war 
and  the  rights  of  misfortune.  But  the  leaders,  now  on  their 
1792,  march  to  reftore  the  ancient  monarchy  of  France,  equally  negledt- 
ing  the  voice  of  policy  and  of  juftice,  were  rendered  pre- 
fumptuous  by  the  hope  of  fuccefs,  and  Reeled  to  pity  on  hear- 
ing of  thofe  divifions  which  prefented  them  with  the  means  of  gra- 
tifying the  reveries  of  ambition  and  revenge.  Detefting  every 
thing  conned:ed  with  the  revolution,  Frederick-William  was  not 
difpleafed  to  have  one  of  its  firft  promoters  in  his  power  j and 
the  emigrants  in  his  arm.y  drew  but  too  favourable  an  augury 
from  an  event  which,  while  it  bereaved  a defencelefs  enemy  of 
his  liberty,  feemed  at  the  fame  time  to  evince  the  determined  hof- 
tility  of  a prince,  who  appeared  even  to  violate  the  law  of 
nations  in  their  behalf 


* It  may  not  prove  unacceptable,  perhaps,  to  give  fome  account  in  this  place, 
not  only  of  the  French  general  himfelf,  but  alfo  of  the  companions  of  his  flight. 

La  Fayette. — M.  P.  J.  R.  Y.  G.  Motier,  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  born  in 
Auvergne,  and  is  defeended  from  an  ancient  family.  He  was  educated  in  the  college 
of  Louis  le  Grand,  at  Paris,  and  received  a commiffion  in  the  Moufquetaires  *,  foon 
after  which  he  married  a lady  of  the  family  of  Noailles.  When  only  nineteen 
years  of  age,  this  nobleman  repaired  to  America,  where  he  acquired  confiderable 
reputation  by  his  military  achievements,  and  rendered  himfelf  ftill  more  cele- 
brated by  his  difmtereftednefs,  he  having  refufed,  during  the  winter  of  1777, 
to  accept  of  the  command  of  the  American  army,  in  prejudice  to  his  friend  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  whofe  talents  and  virtues  had  not  at  that  period  been  fufhciently 
appreciated. 

When  the  French  revolution  occurred,  la  F.iyette  prepared  to  a£l;  a diftlnguiftied 
part.  In  1789  he  became  a member  of  the  ftates-general,  as  a deputy  from  the 
nobility  of  Riom,  in  Auvergne ; he  had  already  been  a member  of  the  NotableSy 
in  1780,  and  his  attack  on  the  adminiftration  of  Calonne  is  faid  to  have  con- 
tributed to  the  downfal  of  that  miniller.  He  was  the  firft  to  propofe  to  the 
national  alTembly  a plan  for  “ a declaration  of  rights,”  and  after  the  recal  of 
Necker  was  unanimoufly  ele£fed  commander  in  chief  of  the  national  guards.  In 
this  capacity  he  prelided  at  the  grand  confederation  on  the  14th  of  July,  as  the 
generaiyjimo  of  a greater  body  of  troops,  perhaps,  than  has  ever  been  commanded 
by  any  other  man  fmee  the  days  of  Xerxes.  No  fooner  was  the  conftitution 
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organifed,  than  he  refigned  his  power  and  retired  to  one  of  his  family  eftateS)  whence  BOOK  I. 
he  did  not  return  until  a war  againfl  AufVria  had  been  refolved  upon.  He  was  at  that  CHAP.  III. 
period  a major-general,  but  foon  obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general,  and 
finally  that  of  marfhal  of  France,  with  a red  ribband.  Having  been  invefted  with  the 
command  of  the  armies  of  the  Meufe  and  the  Mofelle,  he  left  his  head-quarters  foon 
after  the  20th  of  June,  1792,  on  purpofe  to  complain  of  the  indignities  to  which 
the  king  had  been  expofed  in  the  courfe  of  that  day ; but  a decree  of  accufation 
was  at  length  voted  againfl;  him,  he  was  forfaken  by  his  troops,  and  deemed  it 
prudent  to  fly  along  with  a few  of  his  friends.  Being  feized  on  neutral  ground, 
in  contravention  of  the  laws  of  nations,  they  were  cenfidered,  as  will  be  feen 
hereafter,  in  the  light  of  prifoners  of  war  after  they  had  ceafed  to  be  foldiers,  and 
experienced  a degree  of  feverity,  in  refpedl  to  their  treatment,  referved  in  general, 
for  malefa£lors  alone. 

Latour-Maubourg — had  been  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Soiflbnois,  and 
deputy  from  the  nobility  of  Puy  en  Velay  to  the  ftates-gencral.  Attached  to  the 
principles  of  the  revolution,  he  was  among  the  firfl  of  his  order  who  joined  the 
third-ejlate^  and  became  one  of  the  nwfl;  ardent  defenders  of  popular  rights. 

When  Louis  XVI.  was  arrefted  at  Varennes,  Latour-Maubourg  was  nominated 
along  with  Petion  and  Barnave  to  recondu£l:  the  monarch  to  Paris  -,  and  when  his 
friend  la  Fayette  was  placed  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  French  armies,  he  accom- 
panied him  thither  with  the  rank  of  major-general,  and  afterwards  fhared  his- 
captivity  in  the  PrulTian  and  Auftrian  dungeons. 

Bureau  de  Puzy — was  originally  an  officer  of  engineers,  and  a deputy'from  the 
nobility  of  the  balliage  of  Amont  to  the  ftates-general.  Like  Latour-Maubourg, 
he  joined  the  third-eftatc  ; and  after  the  formation  of  the  national  aflembly,  pre- 
fided  feveral  times  over  its  debates.  He  was  alfo  a member  of  the  military  com- 
mittee ; and  on  the  lOthof  June,  1791,  in  confequence  of  the  defedlion  of  the 
officers  of  the  army,  he  propofed  a decree,  requiring  a new  oath  of  fidelity,  by 
which  each  perfon  was  to  declare  him.felf  for  ever  infamous  in  cafe  he  violated  it. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  labours  of  the  firfl  aflembly,  he  ferved  under  la 
Fayette,  and  was  denounced  by  Guadet,  for  having  propofed  to  marfhal  Luckner 
to  unite  both  the  armies  and  march  flraight  to  Paris,  in  order  to  punifh  the  out- 
rages committed  againfl  the  king  on  the  20th  of  June.  On  this  the  aflembly 
decreed  that  he  fliould  appear  at  their  bar,  in  order  to  juftify  himfelf : he  accord- 
ingly repaired  thither,  and  produced  a letter  from  marfhal  Luckner,  teflifying  the 
information  to  be  falfe;  on  which  he  was  immediately  declared  innocent.  He  ac- 
companied his  general  in  his  flight,  and  participated  in  all  his  fubfequent  misfortunes. 

Alexander  Lameth. — The  family  of  Lameth  received  a diflinguifhed  pro- 
te£lion  at  court,  anteriour  to  the  revolution  j and  Alexander  at  an  early  period  of  . 
his  life  attained  the  rank  of  colonel  eti  fecondy  and  became  a knight  of  Malta. 

After  ferving  for  fome  time  in  America,  as  aide-de-camp  to  M.  de  Rochambeau,  he 
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BOOK  I.  returned  home,  and  in  1789  ^was  ele£l:ed  a deputy  by  the  nobles  of  Peronne  to 
CHAP.  in.  the  ftates-general.  Like  feveral  others  of  his  own  order,  the  count  at  firft  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  attachment  to  the  popidar  caufe,  but  he  at  length  be» 
came  a violent  member  of  the  femllant  club,  and  excited  the  rage  and  the  venge- 
ance of  the  jacobins;  who  allerted,  that  he  and  his  family  had  changed  their  prin- 
ciples, merely  becaufe  they  poflefled  large  eftates  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Certain  it  is, 
that  after  having  been  for  a longtime  the  implacable  enemy  of  la  Fayette,  a recon- 
ciliation enfued,  and  he  accompanied  the  general  to  the  army,  and  a£l:ually  ferved 
under  him.  He  alfo  followed  his  fortunes,  and  for  fome  time  fliared  his  fate  ; but 
his  mother,  madame  Lameth,  by  means,  of  her  own  influence,  and  that  of  her  bro- 
ther M.  de  Broglio,  obtained  firft  a melioration  of  his  captivity,  and  then  his  liberty. 

La  Fayette  perceiving  himfelf  abandoned  by  his  army,  and  profcribed  by  the 
national  aflembly,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  determined  on  flight.  It  was 
the  intention  of  the  general  and  his  companions  to  repair  to  Holland,  as  that  was 
a neutral  country,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  own.  They  accordingly  fet 
out  on  horfeback  drefled  in  their  regimentals,  and  freely  declared  to  all  they  met 
that  they  had  quitted  the  French  army,  .and  were  retiring  to  a place  of  refuge. 
They  had  not  however  travelled  more  than  a few  leagues  beyond  the  frontiers,  when 
they  happened  to  be  arrefted  by  an  Auftrian  patrole,  and  conducted  to  Luxem- 
bourg. Being  at  length  permitted  to  addrefs  a letter  to  the  duke  of  Saxe-Tefchen, 
governour-general  of  the  Low-countries,  that  prince  not  only  fignified  his  refufal 
in  the  moft  peremptory  manner,  but  added,  with  a degree  of  bitternefs  wholly 
unfuitable  to  the  occafion,  “ that  they  fliould  be  referved  for  the  fcafibld.” 

. Immediately  after  this,  a correfpondence  took  place  between  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Berlin,,  relative  to  tliefe  prifoners;  and  as  It  was  at  length  determined  that 
the  monarch  who  commanded  the  combined  army  fhould  be  entrufted  with  the 
cuftody  of  la  Fayette  and  his  companions,  they  were  immediately  conducted 
under  an  efcort,  and  Imprifoned  at  Wefel,  where  they  were  confined  feparately,  and 
conftantly  fuperintended  by  non-commiffioned  officers,  who  received  ftridt  orders 
never  to  permit  them  to  remain  for  a fingle  moment  out  of  fight,  or  to  anfwec 
any  queftions  daat  were  put  by  them. 

La  Fayette,  overwhelmed  with  chagrin  and  mortification,  fell  fick,  and  be- 
came fo  dangeroufly  ill  that  his  life  was  defpaired  of ; while  in  this  condition, 
Maubourg  was  refufed  permiffion  to  vifit  his  friend,  now  fuppofed  to  be  on  his 
death-bed.  But  a falutary  crifis  having  occurred,  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  thinking 
that  he  might  be  able  to  profit  by  his  convalefcence,  caufed  it  to  be  intimated  that 
his  fituatlon  would  be  meliorated,  provided  he  would  draw  up  plans  againft 
France  ; but  la  Fayette  exhibited  by  means  of  an  energetick  anfwer  his  fcorn  of 
fuch  a propofition  ; on  this,  the  rigours  of  his  confinement  were  Increafed  ; he  and 
his  companions  were  foon  after  thrown  into  a waggon,  and  conveyed  to  Magdfe- 
bourg,  care  being  taken  that  they  ftiould  learn  nothing  refpeiting  their  families ; 
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concerning  whofe  fate  i;hey  experienced  the  moft  lively  emotions,  in  confequence  BOOK  I. 
of  the  profcriptions  that  prevailed  in  France.  CHAP.  III. 

By  removing  them  in  this  manner,  It  feems  to  have  been  the  Intention  of  their 
perfecutors  to  aggravate  their  miferies,  and  excite  the  publick  indignation;  but 
if  fuch  were  their  motives,  they  were  greatly  difappointed,  as  they  every-where  ex- 
perienced that  intereft  and  compaffion,  produced  alike  by  the  injuftice  of  their  de- 
tention, and  the  conftancy  of  their  courage. 

“ They  remained,”  fays  Segur,  Tab.  Pol.  t.  III.  p.  299,  " during  a whole  year 
at  Magdebourg,  in  a dark  and  humid  vault,  furrounded  by  high  palifades,  fhut  up 
by  means  of  four  fucceffive  doors,  fortified  by  iron  bars,  and  faftened  with  pad- 
locks. Their  fate  however  appeared  to  be  now  milder,  as  they  were  permitted  to 
fee  each  other,  and  allowed  to  xvalk  for  an  hour  each  day  on  one  of  the  baftlons.” 

At  length  the  king  of  Pruflia,  all  of  a fudden,  ordered  la  Fayette  to  be  removed 
to  Neifs ; Maubourg  in  vain  folicited  to  be  fhut  up  along  with  him,  but  this  favour 
was  denied,  and  he  was  condudled  to  Glatz,  whither  Bureau  de  Puzy  was  alfo 
carried  foon  after. 

Alexander  Lameth,  who  was  dangeroufly  111,  could  not  be  tranfported  along 
with  his  companions.  His  mother,  after  many  folicitations,  prevailed  on  the  king 
to  permit  him  to  remain  within  his  own  dominions  ; and  foon  after  the  peace  had 
been  concluded  between  that  monarch  and  the  French  republick,  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  obtain  his  liberty. 

The  other  prifoners  were  now  confined  in  Neifs,  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
delivered  up  to  Auftrla ; and  although  the  dungeon  inhabited  by  them  was  ftill 
more  difmal  and  unhealthy  than  any  of  the  others,  yet  they  ftill  deemed  them- 
felves  fortunate,  for  the  three  captives  were  permitted  to  enjoy  the  foci'ety  of 
madame  de  Maiflbneuve,  who  had  courageoufly  repaired  thither  to  participate  in 
the  lot  of  her  brother  la  Tour  Maubourg. 

Soon  after  this  they  were  conduced  to  Olmutz,  and  on  their  arrival  there, 
were  fo  completely  ftripped  of  every  thing,  that  only  their  buckles  and  their 
watches  remained ; fome  books  were  alfo  taken  from  them,  in  which  the  word 
liberty  happened  to  be  inferted,  particularly  “ L’Efprit,”  by  Helvetius,  and  Paine's 
“ Common  Senfe,”  both  belonging  to  la  Fayette.  It  was  alfo  declared  to  each 
while  (hutting  them  up  feparately  in  their  refpedlive  cells,  that  henceforth  they 
would  never  fee  any  thing  but  the  four  walls  of  their  dungeon  j that  they  might 
expe£l  no  manner  of  intelligence  either  concerning  perfons  or  things ; that  the 
mention  of  their  very  names,  even  by  the  jailors,  or  in  the  difpatches  fent  to 
court,  was  prohibited,  and  that  thenceforward  they  would  only  be  defignated  by 
particular  numbers  ; that  they  could  never  receive  any  information  concerning  the 
fate  of  their  families,  or  their  own  reciprocal  exiftence ; and  that  as  men  in  this 
fituation  would  be  naturally  inclined  to  deftroy  themfelves,'  they  muft  be  intcr- 
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BOOK  I.  difted  the  ufe  of  a knife,  fork,  and  every  other  inftrument  which  might  produce 
CHAP.  III.  fuicide. 

After  three  different  atteftations  on  the  part  of  phyficians,  pointing  out  the 
indifpenfable  neceffity  of  frefh  air  for  la  Fayette,  he  was  permitted  to  walk  in  the 
fortrefs.  It  was  this  circumftance  that  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  efcape,  on  the 
8th  of  November,  1794.  Two  Americans,  do£lor  Dollman  and  Mr.  Cruger, 
being  affe£led  with  gratitude  for  the  difmterefted  part  he  had  a6ted  during  that 
war  which  rendered  their  country  independent,  and  infpired  at  the  fame  time  with 
indignation  and  pity  at  his  cruel  and  forlorn  fituation,  conceived  the  generous  re- 
folution  of  becoming  his  deliverers.  This  was  accordingly  effedled,  and  he  was 
adlually  carried  off,  but  he  happened  to  be  retaken  at  Sternberg  eight  leagues 
diftant,  and  recondu£led  to  prifon.  During  the  ftruggle  between  la  Fayette  and 
the  corporal  to  whofe  care  he  was  entrufted,  and  whom  he  had  difarmed,  the 
latter,  who  had  fallen  in  the  conteft,  bit  his  hand  to  the  bone  : Dollman  was  de- 
livered up  to  the  Aullrians. 

Subfequent  to  that  period  the  captivity  of  la  Fayette  became  more  rigorous* 
and  his  malady  more  violent  than  before  ; he  was  left  without  any  affiftance,  ex- 
pofed  to  a continual  fever  during  a fevere  winter,  deprived  of  light,  and  even  of 
the  linen  that  his  malady  rendered  neceffary.  Maubourg  and  Puzy,  who  had 
never  attempted  to  efcape,  were  alfo  bereaved  of  the  liberty  of  breathing  the  air 
of  heaven ; and  in  order  to  augment  the  horrours  experienced  by  the  general  him- 
felf,  he  was  made  to  believe,  that  the  two  gentlemen  who  fo  nobly  interefted  them- 
felves  in  his  favour  had  perifhed  on  a fcaffold. 

While  la  Fayette  was  thus  tortured  in  his  dungeon  at  Olmutz,  and  apprehended 
daily  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  axe  of  the  executioner,  his  unhappy  wife,  who  was 
confined  in  a prifon  at  Paris,  alfo  expedited  every  hour  to  fuffer  the  fame  punifh- 
ment  that  had  been  inflidted  on  the  greater  part  of  her  family.  The  fall  of  Ro- 
befpierre  at  length  faved  her  life ; but  it  was  long  afterwards  before  fhe  regained 
her  liberty,  and  the  neceffary  flrength  to  execute  the  defign  fhe  had  for  fome  time 
meditated. 

This  unhappy  lady  having  at  length  found  means  to  leave  France,  landed  at 
Altona,  September  9,  1795,  fet  out  immediately  for  Vienna  under  the  name  of 
Mottier,  with  an  American  pallport,  and  arrived  there  with  her  two  daughters 
before  her  defign  had  been  divulged.  The  prince  de  Rofcnberg,  affected  by  her 
virtues  and  her  misfortunes,  obtained  an  audience  from  the  emperour,  and  leave 
to  participate  in  the  captivity  of  a hufband  and  a father ; but  his  Imperial  majefty 
abfolutely  refufed  to  make  any  promife  relative  to  the  liberty  of  la  Fayette,  while 
the  wives  of  Maubourg  and  de  Puzy,  infpired  by  the  fame  fentiments,  were  denied 
permiflion  to  fliare  the  misfortunes  of  their  hujbands,  and  could  not  even  procure 
his  affent  to  enter  into  the  Aultrian  Hates. 

On 
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_ On  the  arrival  of  madame  la  Fayette  at  Olmutz,  flie  and  her  two  lovely 
daughters  were  accordingly  admitted  into  the  fortrefs,  but  they  were  treated  with 
the  greateft  inhumanity,  and  appear  to  have  been  refufed  liberty  to  hear  mafs  on 
Sundays,  or  to  have  a fervant  to  attend  upon  them.  At  length  the  health  oi  this 
lady  became  fo  precarious,  that  Ihe  was  prevailed  upon  to  requeft  permiflion  from 
his  Imperial  majefty  to  fpend  a week,  at  Vienna,  for  the  purpofe  of  breathing 
frelh  air,  and  confulting  a phyfician.  Two  months  after  this,  the  commandant  made 
his  appearance  for  the  firft  time,  and  after  giving  orders  that  the  two  young  ladies 
Ihould  be  confined  to  a particular  chamber,  fignified  to  madame  la  Fayette,  that  fire 
was  exprefsly  prohibited  from  ever  appearing  again  in  the  capital,  but  was  allowed 
to  leave  the  jail,  on  condition,  however,  that  Ihe  flrould  never  enter  it  again. 
She  was  at  the  fame  time  defired  to  intimate  her  option  : but  this  courageous 
female  taking  up  a pen,  wrote  as  follows  : 
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“ I DEEMED  it  proper  for  the  fake  of  my  family  and  my  friends,  to  demand 
the  fuccour  neceflary  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  my  health  ; but  they  muft  know 
that  the  price  attached  to  this  obje£l,  is  not  acceptable  to  me.  I can  never  forget, 
when  my  hulband  and  myfelf  were  ready  to  perifh,  I by  the  tyranny  of  Robef- 
pierre,  and  he  by  the  phyfical  and  moral  evils  fuftained  by  him  during  his  captivity, 
that  we  were  both  reciprocally  bereft  of  the  knowledge  of  each  other’s  exiftence, 
as  well  as  that  of  our  family,  and  I am  fully  determined  never  to  expofe  myfelf 
again  to  the  horrours  of  another  feparation. 

“ Whatever  then  may  be  the  ftate  of  my  own  health,  and  the  inconveniency 
attending  the  ftay  of  my  daughters  in  this  plage,  we  will  molt  gratefully  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  goodnefs  his  Imperial  majefty  has  exprefled  towards  us,  by  the 
permiflion  to  fhare  in  all  the  miferies  of  this  captivity. 

(Signed)  “ Noailles  la  Fayette.” 

Subfequently  to  this  period  no  complaints  whatever  were  heard  on  the  part  of 
the  unhappy  fufferers,  who  inhaled  in  thofe  chambers,  or  rather  dungeons,  an  air 
fo  thoroughly  impregnated  and  infected  by  a common-fewer  and  the  privies 
which  were  clofe  to  la  Fayette’s  window,  that  the  foldiers  were  accuftomed  to  ftop 
their  nofes  on  opening  the  door. 

Maubourg,  Puzy,  and  la  Fayette,  had  already  been  imprifoned  during  three 
years  and  five  months  in  the  fame  gallery,  without  feeing  or  being  acquainted  with 
the  fate  of  each  other,  and  entertained  no  profpedl  whatever  of  their  liberty, 
when  the  French  direftory,  by  means  of  their  ambalTador  Barthelmi,  interfered 
in  their  behalf ; but  this  Vas  at  firft  attended  with  no  beneficial  effedl  whatever  j 
and  it  was  not  until  the  conquerour  of  Italy  had  fent  Louis  Romeuf,  formerly  one 
of  la  Fayette’s  aides-de-camp^  to  folicit  this  favour^  that  the  court  of  Vienna  would 
confent  to  their  deliverance. 
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The  Andrian  mlnifters  endeavoured  on  this  occafion  to  obtain  conditions  from 
the  prifoners,  which  they  were  determined  not  to  accede  to  ; and  it  was  even  re- 
quired by  a nobleman  employed  for  that  purpofc,  that  la  Fayette  fliould  quit 
Europe  immediately.  Here  follows  the  fpirited  reply  tranfmitted  by  the  latter ; 


T HE  commiflion  with  which  the  marquis  de  Chadeler  is  charged,  appears  to 
me  to  be  reducible  to  three  points  : 

“ I . His  Imperial  majedy  is  defirous  that  our  fituatlon  fhould  be  verified  ; but 
I am  not  difpofed  to  make  the  lead  complaint  on  that  fubjedl.  A number  of  the 
particulars  may  be  difeovered  in  the  letters  of  my  wife  ; and  if  it  be  not  fufficient 
for  his  imperial  majedy  to  read  once  more  the  indrudlions  fent  from  Vienna  in 
his  name,  I v/i!l  willingly  afford  any  information  to  the  marquis  de  Chadeler  that 
he  may  be  defirous  of ; 

“ 2.  His  majedy  the  emperour  and  king  widies  to  be  affured,  that  immediately 
after  my  deliverance  I will  fet  out  for  America : this  intention  has  been  often 
manifeded  on  my  part,  but  as  my  confent  at  the  prefent  moment  would  feem  to 
recognife  the  right  of  impofing  this  condition,  I do  not  deem  it  proper  for  me  to 
accede  to  it ; 

“ 3.  His  majedy  the  emperour  and  king  has  done  me  the  honour  to  fignify  to 
me,  that  the  principles  which  I profefs  being  incompatible  with  the  fafety  of  the 
Audrian  government,  he  does  not  widi  that  I fhould  ever  enter  his  dates  without 
receiving  his  own  fpecial  permiffion.  There  are  certain  duties  which  I can  never 
abandon  *,  by  thefe  I am  connedled  with  the  United  States,  and  more  efpecially 
with  France,  and  I cannot  enter  into  an  engagement  with  any  one,  in  contra- 
vention to  the  claims  which  my  country  poffeffes  in  refpedl  to  my  perfon.  Thefe 
exceptions  being  admitted,  I can  afiure  the  general  de  Chadeler,  that  it  is  my  invari- 
able determination  never  to  place  my  foot  on  any  of  tlie  territories  belonging  to  hia 
majedy  the  king  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary.” 


Tlie  two  other  prifoners  made  fimilar  declarations;  and  they  at  length  agreed, 
that  they  fhould  all  fubferibe  the  following  engagement,  and  no  other  : 

We,  the  underfigned,  engage  to  his  majedy  the  emperour  and  king,  never  t» 
enter  his  hereditary  dates,  without  having  fird  obtained  his  fpecial  permiffion,  with 
an  exception  however  to  the  rights  which  our  country  poffefles  in  refpedt  to  our 
perfons. 

“ La  Fayette. 

(Signed)  Maubourg- 

« PUZY.” 

This  uncxpe£led  refidance  greatly  irritated  the  Audrian  cabinet,  and  the  doors, 
of  their  dungeons  were  once  more  fhut  upon  them,  while  Bonaparte  was  given  to 
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nnderftand  that  they  had  been  reftored  to  their  liberty.  But  at  length,  having  re-  BOOK  I. 
ceived  intelligence  of  what  had  occurred,  he  fent  Romeuf  to  Vienna,  and  they  were  CHAP.  III. 
finally  liberated  in  the  month  of^September,  1797. 

Immediately  after  this  event  had  taken  place  they  repaired  to  Hamburgh,  and 
madame  la  Fayette  having  obtained  leave  to  return  to  France,  her  hufband  was 
permitted  by  Bonaparte  to  repair  thither  alfo,  foon  after  the  revolution  that  oc- 
curred in  November,  1 799. 

Latour-Maubourg,  as  well  as  his  fon  and  brother,  were  recalled  by  Bonaparte 
in  1800;  and  their  friendfhip  with  the  family  of  la  Fayette  has  been  ftlll  further 
cemented  by  a marriage  between  young  Maubourg  and  a daughter  of  the  general. 

Alexander  Lameth,  after  having  obtained  his  liberty  by  the  influence  of  his 
mother,  repaired  to  England  in  1 796,  but  he  immediately  received  notice  from  the 
government  to  leave  the  kingdom,  on  which  he  retired  to  Hamburgh.  In  1 797 
he  returned  to  France,  with  a view  of  having  his  name  erafed  from  the  lift  of 
emigrants ; but  he  was  foon  obliged  once  more  to  withdraw.  At  length,  however, 
the  revolution  efledled  by  Bonaparte  operated  in  a manner  favourable  to  his 
wifties,  and  in  1800  he  was  permitted  to  refide  in  his  native  country. 
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State  of  Parties  in  the  Capital — ConduB  of  the  f acobins'^ Alarm 
of  the  'Executive  Council — Behaviour  of  Danto?i» 

CHAP^  IV  ^ ^ Sooner  was  the  king  conveyed  a prifoner  to  the  Temple,  than 
^ the  two  parties  which  had  hitherto  united  to  oppofe  the  court, 
began  to  quarrel  among  themfelves.  The  audacity  of  the  jacobins, 
however,  after  a Ihort  ftruggle,  prevailed  over  the  timid  virtue 
of  the  girondifts  ; a national  convention  was  chofen  under  their 
influence ; and  Paris,  the  legiflature,  and  every  department  of 
France,  became  fubjeft  to  their  control.  Marat,  incelfantly  thirft- 
ing  after  blood,  occupied  an  important  Ration  in  the  new  muni- 
cipality ; Danton,  who  had  contributed  in  fo  eminent  a degree 
to  overturn  the  late  conftitution,  prefided  over  the  laws  ; while 
Robefpierre,  furrounded  by  aifaflins,  coolly  dictated  lifts  of  pro- 
fcription. 

In  order  to  imprefs  every  mind  with  terrour,  revolutionary 
tribunals  were  foon  after  openly  inftituted  and  domi- 
ciliary vifits  took  place  amidft  the  filence  of  the  night.  Not 
content  with  thefe  terrible  engines  of  defpotifm,  the  prifons 
were  forced,  and  the  refractory  priefts  maffacred  without  cere- 
mony j while  a multitude  of  nobles  and  officers  attached  to  the 
royal  caufe  were  cruelly  butchered,  after  being  interrogated  by  a 
pretended  court,  which,  in  its  forms  and  decifions,  exhibited  a 
complete  mockery  of  juftice. 

In  order  to  perpetrate  fuch  horrours,  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary 
that  the  rage  of  the  Parifian  mob  fhould  have  been  excited  to  an 
incredible  degree  of  frenfy,  by  a variety  of  correfponding  events. 
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The  entrance  of  the  combined  army  within  the  French  terri-BOOK  i. 
tories,  the  impolitick  manifeftoes  of  the  coalefced  princes,  the 
equivocal  condud  of  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Sardinia,  the  de-  1792. 
<nunciations  of  vengeance  contained  in  the  ill-timed  declara- 
tions of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  and,  above  all,  the  threats 
and  menaces  of  the  exafperated  emigrants,  were  calculated  to  in- 
fpire  both  rage  and  defpair.  Longwy  and  Verdun  had  fallen  by 
treachery  on  one  frontier,  while  on  another  and  ftill  nearer  the 
metropolis,  a body  of  Auftrians,  under  the  command  of  the  prince 
of  Saxe  Tefchen,  over-ran  Flanders,  and  threatened  Lille  itfelf 
with  a fiege.  The  feeble  army,  oppofed  to  the  veteran  troops 
of  Prulha  and  of  Aullria,  was  known  to  be  deficient  in  numbers, 
and  the  officers  were  fufpedted  of  attachment  to  the  caufe  of 
monarchy.  One  of  the  generals  * believed  to  be  a traitor,  after 
raifing  the  ftandard  of  revolt  againft  the  legillature,  had  fled 
from  his  camp  with  feveral  of  his  partifans  ; while  the  faith  of 
another  "j:,  to  whom  was  entrufted  the  lafl;  hopes  of  the  ftate, 
was  ftill  dubious.  In  ffiort,  the  people  appeared  to  be  expofed 
on  every  fide  to  treafon  and  vengeance ; and  it  had  been  fuc- 
cefsfully  inculcated  into  their  minds,  that  on  the  nearer  approach 
of  the  enemy,  they  would  experience  a general  infurredlion  on 
the  part  of  the  prifoners  and  the  ariftocrats,  with  which  the 
capital  was  known  to  abound. 

The  Parifians  were  thus  incited  by  their  fears,  either  to  be- 
come the  tame  fpedators,  or  the  bloody  adors  in  this  tragedy  ; 
while  the  new  members  of  the  commune,  not  content  with  the 
butchery  perpetrated  by  their  orders  within  their  own  jurif- 
didlion,  wiffied,  in  imitation  of  Charles  IX.  at  the  malTacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  to  make  the  provinces  participate  in  their  crimes  J. 

* La  Fayette.  f Dumouriez. 

X Ctrculaire  de  la  Commune  de  Paris,  du  2e  Septembre. 

“ Freres  et  amis,  un  afFreux  complot,  trame  par  la  cour,  pour  egorger  tous  les 
patriotes  de  I’empire  Frangais,  complot  dans  lequel  un  grand  nombre  de  membres 
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Vigorous  con- 
dudl  of  the 
Jacobins. 


But  although  the  jacobins  difplayed  a bloody,  vlndldive,  and 
ferocious  difpofition,  it  cannot  on  the  other  hand  be  denied,  that 
they  exhibited  at  this  critical  moment  a degree  of  courage, 
energy,  and  perfeverance,  which  achieved  for  a while,  not  only 
the  complete  triumph  of  their  own  party,  but  alfo  the  inde- 
pendence of  France.  All  the  implements  of  war  were  placed  at 


de  I’afTemblee  nat’ionale  font  compromis,  ayant  reduit,  le  pe  du  mois  dernier,  la 
commune  de  Paris  a la  cruelle  neceffite  de  fe  fervir  de  la  puiflance  du  peuple  pour 
fauver  la  nation,  elle  n’a  rien  neglige  pour  bien  meriter  de  la  patrie.  Apres  les 
temoignages  que  I’aflemblee  nationale  venait  de  lui  donner  elle-meme,  eut-on  penfe 
que  des-lors  de  nouveaux  complots  fe  tramaient  dans  le  filence,  et  qu’ils  eclataient 
dans  le  moment  meme  ou  I’aflemblee  nationale,  oubliant  qu’elle  venait  de  declarer 
que  la  commune  de  Paris  avait  fauve  la  patrie,  s’emprelTait  de  la  deftituer,  pour  prix 
de  fon  brulant  civifme  ^ A cette  nouvelle,  les  clameurs  publiques  elevees  de  toutea 
parts,  ont  fait  fentir  a I’alTemblee  nationale  la  neceffite  urgente  de  s’unir  au  peuple,. 
et  de  rendre  a la  commune,  par  le  rapport  du  decret  de  deftitution,  les  pouvoirs 
dont  elle  I’avait  inveftie. 

“ Fiere  de  jouir  de  toute  la  plenitude  de  la  confiance  nationale,  qu’elle  s’efForcera 
de  meriter  de  plus  en  plus  ; placee  au  foyer  de  toutes  les  confpirations,  et  deter- 
minee  a perir  pour  le  falut  public,  elle  ne  fe  glorifiera  d’avoir  rempli  pleinement 
fon  devoir,  que  lorfqu’elle  aura  obtenu  votre  approbation,  qui  eft  I’objet  de  tous  fes 
voeux,  et  dont  elle  ne  fera  certaine  qu’apres  que  tous  les  departements  auront  fanc- 
tionne  fes  mefures  pour  le  falut  public  ; et  profeffant  les  principes  de  la  plus  par- 
faite  egalite,  n’ambitionnant  d’autre  privilege  que  celui  de  fe  prefenter  la  premiere 
a la  breche,  elle  s’emprelfera  de  fe  foumettre  au  niveau  de  la  commune  la  moins 
nombreufe  de  I’empire,  des  qa’il  n’y  aura  plus  rien  a reclouter. 

“ Prevenue  que  des  hordes  barbares  s’avancent  contre  elle,  la  commune  de  Paris 
fe  hate  d’informer  fes  freres  de  tous  les  departements,  qu’une  partie  des  confpi- 
rateurs  feroces,  detenus  dans  les  prifons,  a ete  mile  a mort  par  le  peuple,  adles  de 
juftice  qui  lui  ont  paru  indifpenfables  pour  retenir  par  la  terreur  les  legions  de 
traitres  renfermes  dans  fes  raurs,  au  uioment  ou  il  allait  marcher  a I’ennemi,  et 
fans  doute  la  nation,  apres  la  longue  fuite  de  trahifons  qui  I’a  conduite  fur  les  bords 
de  I’abime,  s’empreflera  d’adopter  ce  moyen  fi.  utile  et  fi  neceflaire  *,  et  tous  les 
Fran^ais  fe  diront,  comme  les  Parifiens ; nous  marchons  a I’ennemi,  et  nous  ne 
laiflbns  pas  derriere  nous  des  brigands  pour  egorger  nos  femmes  et  nos  enfants. 

(Signe)  “ Duplain,  Panis,  Sergent,  Lenfant,  Marat,  Lefort, 
JoURDEUIL, 

“ Adminiftrateurs  du  comite  de  falut  public,  conftitue  a la  mairie.” 
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the  difpofal  of  the  ruling  faiRion  ; the  capital,  and  every  city  In  BOOK  i. 
the  empire  became  at  once  an  arfenal  and  a workihop,  for  the 
armies,  while  each  of  the  departments  prefented  the  appearance 
of  one  immenfe  camp  teeming  with  foldiers.  The  property  of 
the  emigrants,  hitherto  only  fequeftered,  was  now  ordered  to 
be  fold,  to  oppofe  them  and  their  allies.  The  brazen  ftatues 
of  their  ancient  monarchs  furnifhed  cannon  to  encounter  the 
princes  marching  againft  them  j the  lead  ftripped  from  the 
palace  of  the  laft  of  their  kings  was  melted  into  bullets,  for  the 
purpofe  of  annoying  the  armies  advancing  to  his  fupport ; while, 
by  extracting  faltpetre  from'  the  walls  of  the  abandoned  mo- 
nafteries,  and  converting  the  forefts  appertaining  to  the  royal 
domains  Into  charcoal,  thoufands  of  chemifts  were  enabled  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  the  arfenals,  and  obtain  the  elements  of 
deftruClion  by  means  of  a new  and  an  eafier  procefs. 

The  filver  faints*,  the  confecrated  veflels,  and  the  bells  of  the 
cathedrals,  were  at  the  fame  time  coined  into  money  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  armies  : when  this  refource  was  exhaufted, 
the  ajjignats  feemed  to  compenfate  for  the  lofs  of  the  precious 
metals  ; and  the  ftamp,  impreffed  by  means  of  a paltry  bit  of 
copper,  being  circulated  in  the  7iame  of  the  nation,  at  length  beg- 
gared the  treafuries  of  all  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe. 

The  guilty  magiftrates  of  Paris,  as  if  defirous  to  obliterate 
their  inhumanity  by  their  patriotifm,  difplayed  a promptitude  of 


* National  Assembly. — Augttjl  28,  1792. 

“ Certain  petitioners  appeared  at  the  bar  with  a St.  Roche  and  his  dog  in  filver. 
They  faid,  that  they  had  prayed  with  great  fervency  to  the  faint,  to  cure  their 
fellow- citizens  of  the  political  plague  with  which  fo  many  were  affliCted,  but  in 
vain.  The  faint  could  do  nothing  for  them  in  his  prefent  Ihape.  They  there- 
fore re  quelled  the  aflembly  to  order  him  to  be  coined  into  crowns,  in  which  new 
form  they  had  no  doubt  but  he  might  ftlll  be  of  fervice. 

“ Their  gift  was  received  with  loud  applaufe  ; and  St.  Roche,  accompanied  by 
his  dog,  was  immediately  fent  to  the  mint.” 
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BOOK  I.  exertion  worthy  of  better  men ; and  at  the  very  moment  when 
v^^^^I^^they  countenanced  the  maflacres  of  their  fellow-citizens  in  the 
1792.  prifons,  they  took  the  moft  vigorous  fteps  to  repel  the  invafion 
of  a foreign  enemy.  Having  publilhed  an  energetick  procla- 
CSept.  2.]  mation*  on  that  fatal  day,  enjoining  the  people  to  fly  to  arms, 
they  immediately  ordered  the  tocjin  to  be  founded,  alarm  guns  to 


* “ Aux  armes  ! citoyens,  aux  armes  ! I’ennemi  eft  a nos  portes.” 

“ Le  procureur  de  la  commune  ayant  annonce  les  dangers  preflants  de  la  patrie, 
Jes  trahifons  dont  nous  fommes  menaces,  I’etat  de  denuement  de  la  ville  de  Verdun, 
affiegee  en  ee  moment  par  les  ennemis,  qui,  avant  huit  jours,  fera  peut-etre  en  leur 
pouvoir ; le  confeil-gene'ral  arrete  : 

“ I . Les  barrieres  feront  a I’inftant  fermees. 

“ 2.  Tous  le  chevaux  en  etat  dc  fervir  a ceux  qui  fe  rendent  aux  frontleres  feront 
fur  le  champ  arretes. 

“ 3.  Tous  les  citoyens  fe  tiendront  prets  a marcher,  au  premier  fignal. 

“ 4.  Tous  les  citoyens,  qui,  par  leur  age  ou  leurs  infirmites,  ne  peuvent  marcher 
en  ce  moment,  depoferont  leurs  armes  a leur  feftion,  et  on  armera  ceux  des  citoyens 
peu  fortunes  qui  fe  deftineront  a marcher  fur  les  frontleres. 

“ 5.  Tous  les  hommes  fufpefts,  ou  qui  par  lachete  refuferaient  de  marcher, 
feront  a I’inftant  defarmes. 

“ 6.  Vingt-quatre  commiflalres  fe  rendront  fur  le  champ  aux  armees,  pour  leur 
annoncer  cette  refolutlon,  et  dans  les  departements  voifins,  pour  inviter  les  citoyens 
a fe  reunir  a leurs  freres  de  Paris,  et  marcher  enfemble  a renneml. 

“ 7.  Le  comite  mllitaire  fera  permanent ; il  fe  reunlra  a la  maifon  commune, 
dans  la  falle  ci-devant  de  la  relne. 

“ 8.  Le  canon  d’alarme  fera  tire  a I’lnftant  *,  la  generale  fera  battue  dans  toutes 
les  fedtions  pour  annoncer  aux  citoyens  les  dangers  de  la  patrie. 

“ 9.  L’alTemblee  natlonale,  le  pouvoir  executif,  feront  prevenus  de  cet  arrete. 

“ 10.  Les  membres  du  confeil-general  fe  rendront  fur  le  champ  dans  leurs  fec- 
trons  refpe£lives,  y annonceront  les  dlfpofitlons  du  prefcnt  arrete,  y peindront  avec 
energie,  a leurs  concitoyens,  les  dangers  immenfes  de  la  patrie,  les  trahifons  dont 
nous  fommes  envlronnees  ou  menaces ; ils  leur  reprefenteront  avec  force  la  liberte 
menacee,  le  territoire  Fran^ais  envahi ; ils  leur  feront  fentir  que  le  retour  a I’efcla- 
vage  le  plus  ignominieux,  eft  le  but  de  toutes  les  demarches  de  nos  ennemis ; et 
que  nous  devons,  plutot  que  de  le  fouffrir,  nous  enfevelir  fous  les  mines  de  notre 
patrie,  et  ne  livrer  nos  villes  que  lorfqu’elles  ne  feront  plus  qu’un  monceau  de 
cendres.” 
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be  fired,  the  drums  to  beat  in  all  the  fedllons,  and  the  barriers  B O O K i. 
to  be  fhut.  They  then  put  all  the  inhabitants  of  a proper  age, 
and  every  horfe  fit  for  fervice,  in  what  was  termed  a Jiate  of  re-  1792, 
qiiifition ; in  other  words,  they  ordered  them  to  be  kept  in  rea- 
dinefs  for  marching  to  the  frontiers.  An  immenfe  multitude  of  the 
youth  ran  eagerly  to  their  refpedtive  diftridts,  for  the  purpofe  of 
infcribing  their  names  in  the  new  military  regifters  ; a number  of 
old  men  alfo  enrolled  themfelves  as  volunteers  ; fuch  as  were 
difabled  by  age  or  infirmities,  confided  their  arms  to  thofe  who 
enjoyed  health  and  ftrength  : a military  enthufiafm  infpired  all 
ranks  and  all  parties ; the  vidtors  and  the  vanquifhed,  who  had 
fo  lately  fought  at  the  aflault  of  the  Tuilleries,  mingled  together 
in  the  fame  battalion  ; and  thofe  whofe  lives  were  menaced  in  the 
capital,  hoped  to  find  fafety  in  the  camp  ; happier  far  to  perifh 
in  battle  againft  a prefumptuous  enemy,  than  to  fall  beneath  the 
axe  of  the  executioner ! 

These  new  troops,  embodied  under  fuch  unhappy  an fpices, 
immediately  marched  to  Chalons,  and  carrying  along  with  them 
a fpirit  of  mutiny  and  infubordination,  became  more  formid- 
able at  firft  to  their  own  officers  than  to  the  enemy.  But  no 
fooner  were  their  fufpicions  allayed,  than  they  difplayed  an  un- 
expedted  degree  of  zeal  and  valour,  and  contributed  greatly  by 
their  gallantry,  as  well  as  by  their  obedience,  to  the  vidtories  that 
enfued. 

In  the  mean  time  the  members  of  the  executive  council  were  Terrour  of 
not  devoid  of  fear.  Roland,  Servan,  and  Clavieres,  knowing 
that  the  fafety  of  Paris  depended  on  the  fufpicious  fidelity  of 
Dumouriez,  and  the  uncertain  refolution  of  a raw  and  feeble 
army,  and  being  equally  alarmed  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  ferocious 
jacobins,  and  the  vidlorious  progrefs  of  an  incenfed  enemy,  they 
propofed,  in  cafe  of  extremity,  to  remove  with  the  aflembly  and 
the  king  to  the  fouthern  departments,  where  the  inhabitants  had 
difplayed  more  zeal  and  animation  than  thofe  of  the  north.  They 
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BOOK  I.  even  wiflied  to  prevail  upon  the  general  to  abandon  the  foreft  of 
Argonne,  v/here  they  imagined  he  would  be  furrounded  and 
1792.  taken  prifoner,  and  actually  prohibited  Kellermann  from*  form- 
Danf'n^"^  ing  a jundtioii  with  him.  But  they  were  fuccefsfully  oppofed 
by  the  minifter  of  juftice;  who,  with  his  ufual  boldnefs,  rejed;- 
ing  all  idea  of  flight,  declared  it  to  be  his  determination  to  con- 
tefl:  every  inch  of  territory  with  the  enemy,  and  at  length  forced 
his  colleagues  to  adopt  a more  vigorous  fyflem  of  defence.  It 
was  accordingly  agreed,  to  call  forth  all  the  refources  of  the 
metropolis  and  the  nation ; to  colled  an  army  of  referve  at 
Chalons,  which  was  to  form  a jundion  with  that  of  Flanders,  in 
cafe  of  extremity ; and,  inftead  of  retiring  behind  the  Loire,  as 
had  been  fuggefted,  to  fend  immediate  and  effedual  fuccours  to 
Dumouriez.  This  manly  refolution  inftilled  hope  into  the 
people,  while  it  diffufed  courage  among  the  armies  ; and  the 
fame  Frenchman  who  had  fo  recently  countenanced  the  vilefl; 
murders,  w’as  now  beheld  exhibiting  the  floical  virtues  of  a 
Roman ; for  when  urged  as  to  the  proximity  of  the  danger,  and 
told  that  the  king  of  Pruflia  would  fup  on  that  day  fortnight  in 
the  palace  of  the  Tuilleries,  Danton  replied  with  the  magna- 
nimity peculiar  to  his  charader  in  times  of  danger — “ I have 
fent  for  my  mother  and  two  children  to  Paris,  and  they  arrived 
but  yeflerday  ; — fooner,  however,  than  behold  an  audacious  and 
triumphant  enemy  enter  this  city,  I and  my  family  will  perifli 
here,  for  twenty  thoufand  torches  fhall  reduce  it  to  a heap  of 
aflies  !” 

He  afterwards  repaired  along  with  the  other  minifters  to  con- 
cert meafures  with  the  legiflative  body,  relative  to  the  defence  of 
the  empire ; and,  on  this  occafion  alfo,  contrived  to  infpire  the 
refolution  with  which  he  himfelf  appeared  to  be  animated  into 
the  minds  of  all  who  heard  him.  “ The  whole  nation,”  ex- 
claimed he,  “ is  in  commotion,  and  languiihes  to  engage  the 
enemy.  One  portion  of  the  people  is  at  this  moment  about  to 
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march  to  the  frontiers ; another  is  ready  to  conftrudt  entrench-  BOOK  i. 
ments  for  the  protection  of  the  capital ; a third  is  prepared  to 
defend  our  cities  with  their  pikes.  1792. 

“The  magiftrates  have  ilTued  a proclamation,  containing  a 
folemn  invitation  for  all  able  to  carry  arms  to  march  imme- 
diately for  the  defence  of  their  country.  This  then  is  the 
moment,  legiflators  I for  you  to  declare  that  Paris  hath  deferved 
well  of  the  nation ; this  is  the  moment  that  the  national  affembly 
ought  to  become  a committee  of  war.  We  demand,  therefore, 
that  you  will  concur  with  us,  in  directing  this  fublime  move- 
ment that  hath  juft  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  people,  by 
nominating  commiflioners  in  order  to  fecond  us  in  the  great 
meafures  we  are  about  to  adopt. 

“We  requeft,  that  whofoever  may  refufe  to  march  in  perlbn, 
or  to  give  up  his  arms,  ftiall  be  punifhed  with  death.  The  tocjin^ 
which  now  founds,  is  not  the  effeCl:  of  alarm  ; it  is  the  fignai 
to  attack  the  enemies  of  our  country  ; and,  in  order  to  conquer 
them,  audacity  alone  is  wanting  !” 
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CHAP.  V. 


'The  Prujjians  enter  France — Surrender  of  Longwy  and  Verdun-— 
State  of  the  French  Army — Dumouriez  calls  a Council  of  War 
— Takes  Fof  in  the  Foref  of  Argonne. 


BOOK  I 
CHAP,  V 

1792. 


The  grand 
army  com- 
mences its 


No  fooner  had  Frederick- William  received  intelligence  of  the 
infurredion  in  Paris,  the  fiege  of  the  Tuilleries,  and  the  cap- 
tivity of  the  monarch,  than  he  redoubled  his  exertions.  The 
main  body  of  the  Auftrians  had  not  as  yet  arrived,  but  his  own 
army  was  numerous  ; and  while  the  infantry  was  allowed  to  be 
excellent,  the  cavalry  was  confidered  as  the  beft  appointed,  and 
moft  formidable,  that  had  perhaps  ever  taken  the  field.  The  name 
of  his  illuftrious  uncle,  and  the  memory  of  his  exploits,  had 
not  only  increafed  the  glory,  but  imprefled  the  terrour  of  the 
Prufiian  arms  on  the  minds  of  mankind  ; while  the  general  who 
adfed  under  him  was  pointed  out,  by  the  voice  of  Frederick 
and  of  Europe,  as  the  bell:  captain  of  his  age.  Many  commanders 
who  had  acquired  great  reputation  during  the  feven-years’  war 
alfo  ferved  with  his  troops ; and  the  king  himfelf  inflamed  the 
zeal  of  all  around  him,  by  the  ebullition  of  that  chivalrous 
fpirit  fo  befitting  the  caufe  which  he  had  taken  upon  him  to 
defend.  Both  he  and  his  fon,  who  accompanied  him  upon  this 
expedition,  appeared  to  be  avaricious  of  glory,  and  carelefs  of 
danger ; it  was  imagined  that  their  prefence  would  enfure  fuccefs, 
and  that  mufhroom  commanders,  unacquainted  with  the  art  of 
war,  unadorned  by  titles,  and  alike  unknown  in  camps  and  in 
courts,  would  be  abafhed  in  the  fight  of  kings.  Eager  for 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


77 


vidory,  and  trufting  to  fortune,  although  the  combined  army  was  BOOK  i. 
amply  provided  with  field-pieees,  it  happened  to  be  completely 
deftitute  of  the  heavy  artillery  fo  neceflary  for  the  fuccefs  of  a 1792. 
fiege ; but  it  was  hoped  that  no  city  would  prefume  to  refift, 
and  that  the  fortified  places  would  be  readily  furrendered  by  the 
very  garrifons  appointed  for  their  defence.  The  exiles  too  offered, 
with  their  accuftomed  gallantry,  to  a£t  as  an  advanced  guard, 
and  were  not  only  defirous  of  encountering  all  the  dangers  of  this 
expedition,  but  alfo  admirably  calculated,  by  means  of  their  in- 
formation and  connexions,  to  enfure  its  fuccefs.  Among  them 
were  many  princes  and  peers  of  France,  who  were  ftill  fuppofed 
to  poffefs  immenfe  influence  : in  their  ranks  were  feen  feveral 
generals,  fuch  as  the  marfhals  de  Broglio  and  Caftries,  who  had 
acquired  glory  in  the  laft  continental  war  ; while  the  name  of  the 
duke  de  Bourbon  and  the  military  talents  of  the  fucceffor  of  the 
great  Conde  feemed  to  refledt  luftre  on  their  caufe.  This  body, 
in  which  almoft  every  foldier  had  been  an  officer  and  a noble, 
already  exhibited  by  its  luxury,  its  ardour,  and  its  prefumption, 
a Angular  contrail  to  the  gravity  and  difcipline  of  the  German 
troops ; but  thefe  circumflances,  which  in  the  moment  of  defeat 
were  conftrued  into  a crime,  appeared  at  this  period  to  afford  a 
happy  augury  of  approaching  fuccefs. 

The  combined  troops  were  at  length  put  in  motion,  and  as 
the  feafon  for  action  was  already  pretty  far  advanced,  hopes  were 
entertained  that  the  celerity  of  their  motions  would  fully  com- 
penfate  for  the  delays  that  had  already  intervened.  They  accord-  ^ 
ingly  commenced  their  march  in  three  feparate  columns,  and  and  enters 
after  reaching  the  frontiers,  entered  France  towards  the  latter  endAu^ft’19. 
of  fummer. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  invaders  appeared  at  ffrfl:  to  juflify  the 
hopes  and  promifes  of  the  expatriated  nobles.  In  confequence 
of  the  irruption  of  a body  of  Auftrians  into  French  Flanders, 

Luckner  had  not  been  as  yet  able  to  form  a jundion  with  the 
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BOOK  I.  forces  in  the  Northern  department,  and  ' he  was  afraid  to  expofe 
an  inferiour  number  of  troops,  wholly  deftitute  of  difclpline,  to 
the  attack  of  a veteran  army  : unal)le  even  to  maintain  a refpedt- 
able  pofition  before  them,  he  had  been  already  conftrained  to 
abandon  the  camp  of  Fontoi,  and  was  actually  forced  at  this 
moment  to  take  refuge  under  the  cannon  of  Metz.  Part  of 
the  frontiers  being  thus  laid  open  in  confequence  of  his  pre- 
Surrenderof  cipitatc  retreat,  Longwy  was  immediately  inverted.  Had  this 
Auguft^22i  P^^ce  been  well  fupplied  with  provifions  and  defended  with 
bravery,  it  might  have  arrerted  for  fome  time  the  progrefs  of  the 
invaders ; but  lieutenant-colonel  Lavergne  the  commandant^  after 
a bombardment  of  fifteen  hours,  delivered  it  up  at  the  fecond 
fummons  The  inhabitants,  who  were  affrighted  at  feeing  a 


* National  Assembly. — Augujl  24,  1792. 

As  the  aflembly  was  about  to  break  up,  an  extraordinary  courier  arrived  from 
the  adminiftrators  of  Verdun,  with  intelligence  that  Longwy  had  been  taken  from 
the  French  by  an  army  of  eight  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  the  king  of  Pruflia 
in  perfon,  fifteen  hours  after  the  trenches  had  been  opened  againft  it.” 

Atigujl  26. 

“ M.  Servan,  minifter  at  war,  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  read  a letter  from 
marflial  Luckner,  containing  an  account  of  the  capture  of  Longwy,  on  the  morning 
of  Wednefday,  the  22d.  The  enemy  prefented  themfelves  before  the  place  on  the 
2ift,  with  fixty  thoufand  men,  and  befieged  it  for  fifteen  hours,  during  which  time 
they  fired  upon  it  inceflantly.  The  magiftrates  and  citizens  prefled  the  governour 
to  furrender,  who,  yielding  it  is  faid  to  their  inftances,  obtained  an  honourable 
capitulation. 

“ The  Pruflian  army  then  entered  Longwy  without  committing  the  fmalleft  out- 
rage ; and  it  appeared  that  they  meant  to  take  polTelTion  of  the  poll  of  Fontoi, 
which  had  been  abandoned  by  marlhal  Luckner,  in  order  that  they  might  after- 
wards lay  fiege  to  Thionville. 

“ M.  Doffer,  prefident  of  the  military  committee,  alTerted  that  treachery  or 
cowardice  alone  could  have  put  this  place  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  He  recapitulated 
the  ftate  of  its  fortifications  and  warlike  (lores,  to  prove  that  it  was  in  an  excellent 
ftate  for  fuftaining  a fiege,  being  defended  by  feventy  pieces  of  cannon,  pointed 
through  cafemates  of  an  admirable  conftrurtion,  with  a garrifon  of  three  thoufand 
five  hundred  men. 


“ ‘He 
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f^w  of  their  houfes  in  flames,  had  aflembled  and  demanded  that  BOO  K i. 
the  gates  fhould  be  opened  to  the  king  of  PruflTia.  This  cowardice 
on  the  part  of  the  townfmen  produced  a decree  devoting  them  ^792. 
to  reproach  and  execration ; and  the  governor  fuflfered  a capital 
punifliment  foon  after  for  his  criminal  compliance* *. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  immediately  took  polTefTion  of  Longwy 
in  the  name  of  Louis  XVI.  ; and  not  doubting  but  that  all  the 
neighbouring  cities  would  receive  him  with  equal  eagernefs,  after 
detaching  a body  of  fifteen  thoufand  men  to  lay  fiege  to  Thion- 
ville,  he  himfelf  advanced  with  great  rapidity  againft  an  adjacent 
fortrefs,  while  the  little  army  under  Clairfait  at  the  fame  time 
feized  on  Stenai. 

The  PTench  territory  was  thus  invaded  and  its  fortified  places  in- 
vefted  with  impunity  j the’  national  armies  feemed  to  be  annihilated, 


“ ‘ He  is  a traitor  !’  exclaimed  many  of  the  members  : ‘ His  name  ?’  ‘ His  name?’ 
The  minifter  replied,  ‘ M.  Lavergne.’ 

M.  Lecointre  moved,  ‘ that  the  minifter  of  war,  the  military  committee,  and 
the  extraordinary  commilllon,  fhould  all  be  ordered  to  declare  whether  they  had 
fufhcient  means  to  fave  France  from  the  dangers  of  this  invafion,  as  marfhal  Luck- 
ner  had  written  in  a doubtful  manner  on  the  fubjecft.’  He  concluded  with 
propofing,  * that  thirty  thoufand  national  guards  of  Paris  and  the  circumjacent 
departments  fhould  march  in  eight  days  to  the  frontiers.’ 

**  M.  Choudieu  thought  there  was  no  occafion  for  being  fo  foon  alarmed.  He 
endeavoured  to  point  out  the  immenfe  refources  of  France,  its  fuperiority  in  point 
of  force,  and  the  grofs  impolicy  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  penetrate  into  the  heart 
of  the  empire,  as  their  return  would  be  prevented  by  the  camps  of  Sedan,  Mouzon, 
Maulde,  and  Maubeuge.  ‘ The  only  way,’  obferved  he,  ‘ to  ruin  our  caufe,  is 
to  refign  ourfelves  to  fear  and  difcouragement.’ 

“ The  afTembly,  ftruck  with  the  force  of  thefe  obfervations,  pafTed  to  the  order 
oT  the  day.” 

* Louis-Frangois  Lavergne-Champ-Laurier  was  tried  and  condemned  on  the 
31ft  of  March,  1794.  His  wife,  who  was  prefent  at  the  fentence,  formed  the 
generous  refolution  of  perifhing  with  her  hufband,  and  inftantly  exclaimed  “ Vive 
le  roi !”  She  was  accordingly  executed  on  the  fame  day  : a barbarous  and  inade- 
quate punifhment  for  a female  whofe  conjugal  affeftion  ought  to  have  excited  pity 
and  even  applaufe ! 


so 


WARS  OF  THE 


BOOK  I.  and  Verdun,  which  could  not  be  expected  long  to  withftand  the 
aflault  of  a victorious  foe,  was  now  furrounded  by  the  royal 
1792.  troops.  Its  furrender  was  accordingly  equally  prompt,  but  far 
more  excufable  than  that  of  Longwy,  while  the  event  itfelf  was 
rendered  memorable  by  the  gallant  conduCt  and  glorious  death 
of  the  officer  who  commanded  there.  Notwithftanding  the 
place,  owing  to  the  moft  culpable  negligence,  was  equally  de- 
ftitute  of  provifions,  ammunition,  and  a fuitable  garrifon,  he 
determined  to  defend  it  to  the  laft  extremity,  knowing  how  im- 
portant it  was  to  afford  time  to  the  national  troops  to  colleCl  and 
form  a junction.  But  the  enemy  kept  up  a fecret  intercourfe  with 
feveral  of  the  inhabitants,  and  even  fome  of  the  magiftrates  were 
fuppofed  to  be  devoted  to  them.  It  was  the  opinion  alfo  of  the 
municipal  officers,  who  were  either  fwayed  by  treafon  or  their  own 
fears,  that  the  town  was  not  tenable,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  im- 
mediately furrendered.  Beaurepaire,  indignant  at  this  advice, 
determined  to  perfift  in  his  refiftance,  although  the  garrifon 
confifted  of  no  more  than  two  battalions ; but  finding  all  his 
efforts  ufelefs,  he  drew  a piftol  from  his  belt,  and,  fcorning 
to  furvive  his  honour,  difcharged  it  againft  his  temple,  in  the 
midft  of  a council  of  war 

In  the  mean  time  Dumouriez  difplayed  no  common  ffiare  of 
ability  and  activity  in  the  exercife  of  the  new  and  important 
employment  with  which  he  was  now  entrufted.  After  tranf- 
mitting  peremptory  orders  to  all  the  officers  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary in  the  department  of  the  Ardennes  to  liberate  the  im- 


* Delaunai  d’Angers  afterwards  moved  for  and  obtained  a decree,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  his  body  was  entombed  under  the  magnificent  dome  of  the  Pan- 
theon, and  the  following  infcription  affixed  there  : 

BEAUREPAIRE 

AIMA  MIEUX  MOURIR  QUE 
DE  CAPITULER 


AVEC  LES  TVRANS. 
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prifoned  deputies  and  arreft  la  Fayette,  he  took  the  neceflary  BOOK  i. 
meafures  for  collediing  the  army  of  the  North.  Relying  on  the 
refiftance  of  Longwy,  and  the  fidelity  of  the  old  and  experienced  179'2. 
officer  who  commanded  there,  he  continued  his  preparations  with  Dumo^iez 
the  chief  commiflary  Malus,  and  Moreton  who  was  at  the  head 
of  his  ftaff,  fo  that  every  thing  might  be  got  ready  for  open- 
ing the  campaign.  As  the  Swifs  regiments  had  juft  been  dif- 
banded,  and  there  were  three  of  them  in  garrifon  on  the  northern 
frontiers,  he  gave  orders  to  enlift  all  the  non-commiffioned 
officers  and  foldiers  who  might  prefent  themfelves ; and  he  in- 
tended that  thefe  ftiould  form  the  bafis  of  eight  independent 
battalions  of  eight  hundred  men  each,  into  which  he  meant  to 
incorporate  all  the  Auftrian  deferters  who  might  be  tempted  to 
join  his  ftandard  in  confequence  of  an  alluring  decree,  which 
held  out  the  temptation  of  one  hundred  livres  per  annum,  and 
fifty  livres  by  way  of  gratification,  to  each 

He  alfo  took  the  neceflary  meafures  to  increafe  to  fix  thoufand 
men  the  body  of  Belgians  intended  to  a(ft  as  the  vanguard  of 
his  army  ; he  demanded  at  the  fame  time  an  augmentation  of 
troops  and  of  arms  from  the  minifter  at  war,  and  he  even  found 
means  to  procure  a further  fupply  of  the  latter  from  Holland, 
by  the  way  of  Dunkirk. 

But  he  no  fooner  received  the  important  intelligence  of 
the  flight  of  la  Fayette,  and  the  furrender  of  Longwy  after  a 
fiege  of  only  two  days,  than  he  determined  to  repair  to  the 
camp  of  Sedan,  where  the  army,  deftitute  of  a commander,  was 
reduced  to  defpair  and  ready  to  difband.  Notwithftanding  this, 
he  was  ftill  fo  confcious  of  the  advantages  likely  to  be  derived 
from  the  invafion  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  that  he  remained 
during  fome  time  for  the  purpofe  of  communicating  his  in- 
ftrudlions  relative  to  a future  irruption  into  the  Low-coun- 


* Mem.  du  General  Dumourlez,  t.  III. 
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BOOK  I.  tries : having  entrufted  the  management  of  this  bufmefs  to 
Malus  and  Moreton,  he  fent  notice  to  general  Labourdonnaye  to 
1792.  repair  to  Valenciennes  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army 
during  his  abfence.  He  announced  at  the  fame  time,  with  a 
fpirit  bordering  on  the  romantick,  and  an  air  of  predid:ion 
which  he  himfelf  could  fcarcely  expedt  to  realife,  that  he  would 
return  in  a fbw  weeks,  and  undertake  the  expedition  into  Bel- 
gium in  the  courfe  of  that  very  year.  He  then  fet  off,  in  com- 
[Auguft26’.]  pany  with  Weftermann,  who  had  juft  received  the  brevet  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel,  a fmgle  aide-de-catop,  and  his  valet-de~ 
chambre  Baptifte,  who  already  feemed  to  participate  in  the 
courage  and  enterpriling  genius  of  his  mafter.  On  his  arrival  at 
Sedan,  two  days  after,  he  found  general  Dangeft  at  the  head  of 
the  army  ; but  he  was  wholly  incompetent  to  the  important  fta- 
tion  which  he  now  occupied,  in  confequence  of  the  defection  of 
fo  many  officers  of  fuperiour  rank  and  abilities.  He  beheld  the 
troops  ffifcouraged,  difpirited,  and  divided  into  two  bodies.  The 
advanced  guard,  confifting  of  fix  thoufand  chofen  men,  occupied 
a camp  on  the  right  banks  of  the  Meufe  and  the  high  grounds  of 
Vau  that  would  have  required  forty  thoufand  to  defend  it,  while 
the  main  body,  compofed  of  only  feventeen  thoufand  troops,  was 
polled  on  the  heights  of  Sedan,  at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues  in 
the  rear. 


State  of  the 
army. 


The  invafion  of  France,  joined  to  the  flight  of  the  general, 
had  fpread  eonfternation  throughout  the  army.  The  foldiers, 
who  had  not  recovered  from  the  aftonifhment  impreffed  on  them 
by  recent  events,  conftdered  all  the  officers  as  traitors,  and  under 
this  pretext  negletfted  difcipline  and  fubordination.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  neighbouring  diftrixfts  expedled  and  even  wifhed 
for  a counter-revolution  : no  ftep  was  taken  to  check  their  dif- 
affedlion  on  the  part  ^)f  the  troops,  who  were  kept  in  a ftate  of 
inactivity ; and  had  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  who  could  not  be 
ignorant  of  thefe  particulars,  puffied  forward  a detachment 
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towards  Sedan  at  this  critical  period,  the  French  would  have  ^ 00 K.  I. 
retired  in  all  dirediions,  carrying  terrour  and  difmay  into  the 
adjacent  garrifons,  and  perhaps  even  within  the  walls  of  the 


capital.  After  aifembling  and  encouraging  the  municipal  offi- 


cers of  the  towns  and  the  magiftrates  of  the  department,  Du- 


mouriez  repaired  to  the  camp.  With  a fmgular  indelicacy, 
which  no  circumftances  could  juftify,  he  appropriated  the 
field-equipage,  horfes,  and  domefticks  of  his  rival  la  Fayette,  to 
his  own  ufe ; and,  on  vifiting  the  troops  who  had  been  prejudiced 
againfi:  him,  he  perceived  a fullen  air  to  prevail  every-where, 
more  efpecially  among  the  cavalry,  a body  that  had  always 
leaned  towards  the  ariftocracy.  Some  of  the  regiments  of  the 
line  expreffed  their  difapprobation  by  murmurs,  and  he  was 
openly  accufed  as  the  author  of  all  the  prefent  calamities  of 
France. 

Nor  was  either  tfie  character  or  fituatlon  of  the  new  com- 
mander calculated  to  infpire  implicit  confidence.  Fie  had  been  but 
lately  invefted  with  a civil  employment,  and  had  never  occupied 
any  military  ftation  of  importance.  He  was  equally  unac- 
quainted with  the  army  that  he  now  dired;ed  and  the  coun- 
try he  was  about  to  defend  ; he  had  neither  general  nor  ftaff- 
officers  to  affift  him  ; and  after  the  treacherous  furrender  of  Long- 
wy  he  could  not  depend  on  the  refiftance  of  any  of  the  fortreffes. 
A major-general,  whorh  he  had  fent  forward  with  two  battalions 
in  order  to  ftrengthen  Verdun,  had  been  obliged  to  retire;  while 
Sedan  and  Mezieres  were  incapable  ^of  a ferious  refiftance.  In 


* On  palling  along  the  front  of  a company  of  grenadiers,  Dumouriez  heard  one 
of  them  exclaim,  “ It  is  that  — who  occafioned  the  war  !” 

This  being  one  of  the  motives  by  which  they  had  endeavoured  to  render  him 
odious,  he  inftantly  flopped  and  replied,  “ Is  there  any  one  here  fo  great  a coward 
as  to  lament  the  war  ? Do  you  hope  to  achieve  your  liberties  without  fighting  for 
them  ?”  Thefe  obfervations  produced  a good  effedt,  and  ferved  to  reanimate  the 
courage  of  the  troops.  Life  of  Gen.  Dumouriez,  vol.  III.  p.  77. 
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BOOK  I,  addition  to  thefe  confiderations,  his  troops  did  not  exceed  twenty- 

CHAP  V • • • ^ 

three  thoufand  men,  at  once  diforganifed  and  difufed  to  difcipline, 

1792.  while  the  enemy  could  oppofe  a body  of  eighty  thoufand  choice 
foldiery,  with  four  times  the  number  of  his  cavalry,  con- 
ducted by  a powerful  monarch,  and  generals  grown  hoary  under 
arms. 

He  would  be  obliged  too  to  forfake  his  prefent  pofition  in  a 
hilly  country,  in  order  to  defend  firfl;  the  extenfive  plains  of 
Champagne,  and  afterwards  all  the  open  traCt  between  the 
Marne  and  the  Seine,  fo  favourable  to  the  evolutions  of  veteran 
troops,  and  where  new  levies  could  fcarcely  be  expeCted  to  ftand 
a fingle  charge  of  the  horfe.  Nor  mull  it  be  forgotten  that 
from  Luckncr  he  could  expeCt  no  alTiftance  ; for  the  marlhal  was 
not  only  his  perfonal  enemy,  but  had  rendered  himfelf  inca- 
pable of  ferving  him  by  retreating  into  the  camp  of  Richemont, 
with  a view  of  covering  Metz,  left  like  all  the  other  frontier 
garrifons  in  a defencelefs  Hate : the  northern  army  was  too  far 
diftant  for  fpeedy  fuccour,  and  the  new-raifed  battalions  from  the 
capital,  deftitute  of  arms,  of  officers,  and  of  difcipline,  could  be 
but  of  little  fervice  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign.  Such 
was  the  inaufpicious  fituation  of  the  troops  and  of  the  man  on 
whom  the  fate  of  France  now  depended,  and  the  refult  is  not  a 
little  favourable  to  all  thofe  who,  uniting  courage  with  talents,  and 
confidence  with  difcretion,  are  invefted  with  the  glorious  office 
of  defending  their  country. 

Dumouriez,  who  had  hitherto  exhibited  the  appearance  of 
firmnefs  and  even  of  gaiety,  was  now  defirous  of  making  him- 
felf acquainted  with  the  genius,  charader,  and  opinions  of  the 
generals  under  his  command.  He  accordingly  alTembled  a council 
[Auguft  28.]  of  war,  compofed  of  lieutenant-general  Dillon,  who,  although 
his  fenior  in  point  of  rank,  had  not  declined  to  ferve  under  him ; 
and  the  four  major-generals,  Vouillers,  Chazot,  Dangeft,  and 
' Dietmann ; to  thefe  he  added  Petit,  his  principal  commiffary,  a 
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man  of  whofe  merits  he  entertained  a high  opinion,  and 
three  officers  who  compofed  his  own  ftaff. 

Having  prefented  a map  of  Champagne,  he  then  told  them 
■“  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  having  taken  Longwy,  and  fat  down 
before  Verdun,  while  another  body  of  the  army  advanced  beyond 
Thionville  and  menaced  Metz,  there  were  no  means  left  either 
to  form  a junftion  with  marffial  Luckner,  or  to  procure  fuccours 
from  any  other  quarter  in  fufficient  time  to  march  againft  the 
Pruffians  and  deliver  Verdun;  that  he  had  difpatched  general 
Galbaud  thither  with  two  battalions  ; that  whether  he  did  or  did 
not  -fucceed  in  throwing  himfelf  into  a place,  with  the  weaknefs 
of  which  every  body  was  acquainted,  it  ought  to  be  regarded  as 
loft,  for  it  could  only  hold  out  a few  days  more  or  lefs  according 
to  the  fuccefs  of  Galbaud’s  miffion ; that,  whatever  might  occur,  he 
could  not  receive  any  reinforcements  for  upwards  of  a fortnight, 
and  even  thefe  reinforcements  would  be  very  infignificant. 

“That  accordingly  there  was  nothing  to  be  depended  upon  but 
the  little  army  which  they  had  along  with  them,  and  which  was 
€ntrufted  with  the  falvation  of  their  native  country.  It  did  not 
in  truth  amount  to  one  quarter  of  the  enemy’s  forces  ; but,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  cavalry  was  compofed  of  the  beft  regiments 
of  France,  and  confifted  of  upwards  of  five  thoufand  men  ; more 
than  one-half  of  the  infantry,  which  exceeded  eighteen  thoufand, 
was  formed  of  regiments  of  the  line  ; the  remainder  of  batta- 
lions of  national  guards,  well  difciplined,  rendered  warlike  by  a 
whole  year’s  encampment,  perpetual  marches,  and  continual 
Ikirmilhes  with  the  enemy  : the  artillery  was  numerous  and  ex- 
cellent, there  being  more  than  fixty  pieces  in  the  park,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  battalion  guns. 

“ That  with  thefe  means,  and  the  advantage  of  adting  in  their 
own  country,  every  thing  was  to  be  expedled ; becaufe  the 
Pruffians  would  of  courfe  be  retarded  by  the  neceffity  of  under- 
taking fieges,  the  difficulty  of  finding  provifions,  the ' delays 
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BOOK  i.  incident  to  their  convoys,  their  own  numbers,  and  above  alf 
by  their  artillery.  A numerous  cavalry,  the  brilliant  equipages 
1792.  of  fo  many  princes,  and  the  quantity  of  draught  horfes  necelfary 
to  tranfport  their  cannon  and  provifions,  would  render  their 
march  tedious  and  embarrafling.” 

He  concluded  by  obferving,  “ that  it  was  impoffible  to  remain 
inactive  in  the  pofition  before  Sedan,  and  it  became  necelTary  on 
the  inftant  to  take  fome  decided  part.” 

Lieutenant-general  Dillon  began  by  Rating  it  as  his 
opinion,  “ that  the  Marne  ought  to  be  placed  between  the  troops 
and  the  enemy,  and  Chalons  occupied  by  the  former  before  the 
latter  could  reach  it.”  He  remarked  at  the  fame  time,  “ that  in  cafe 
they  anticipated  the  French,  they  would  be  between  Paris  and 
and  the  army;”  and  infilled,  “ that  the  fafety  of  the  capital  was 
of  more  confequence  than  the  prefervation  of  a country  which 
they  were  unable  to  defend.”  He  then  ended  by  propofing, 
“ to  leave  general  Chazot  with  a few  battalions  in  the  entrenched 
camp  before  Sedan,  and  to  make  a rapid  march  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  army  behind  the  foreft  of  Argonne,  by  way  of 
St.  Menehould,  in  order  to  reach  Chalons,  and  even  Rheims  if 
Chalons  fliould  be  previoufly  occupied ; to  poll  the  army  behind 
the  Marne  on  purpofe  to  defend  the  paflage  of  that  river,  and 
to  wait  for  reinforcements,  which  would  pour  in  from  all  parts 
and  enable  the  French  once  more  to  advance.” 

Refultofthe  This  fcheme,  plaufible  in  itfelf,  was  fupported  by  fuch  forcible 
and  cogent  reafons,  that  it  was  inftantly  adopted  by  the  whole 
council ; all  the  members  of  which  immediately  feparated,  ex- 
cept the  adjutant-general  Thouvenot,  who  remained  alone  with 
Dumouriez.  During  the  interefting  conference  which  had 
juft  taken  place,  the  latter  attentively  ftudied  the  opinions  and 
chara(ft:ers  of  all  prefent ; and  he  thought  that  he  difcovered  in 
this  officer  a degree  of  zeal  and  ability  that  might  prove  highly 
ferviceable.  La  Fayette  had  employed  and  confided  in  his  genius. 
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Lut  he  had  not  taken  any  care  of  his  advancement,  nor  even  BOOK  i. 
forewarned  him  of  his  intended  flight : thefe  circumftances  were 
calculated  to  make  an  impreflion  on  the  general,  and  from  that 
moment  Thouvenot  became  his  friend  and  confident.  It  was  to 
him  alone  that  he  difclofed  his  plans,  and  detailed  his  reafons  for 
oppofing  the  prevailing  opinion.  He  obferved,  “ that  he  did 
not  approve  of  retiring  to  Chalons  and  abandoning  Lorraine,  the 
Bifhopricks,  and  the  Ardennes,  which  could  not  be  eafily  re- 
conquered ; that  befides  it  would  hold  out  a frefh  inducement 
for  the  Pruffians  to  purfue  him,  and  in  fuch  a cafe  a retreat 
would  foon  degenerate  into  a flight ; that  on  retiring  behind  the 
Marne  it  would  be  abfolutely  neceflary  to  burn  Chalons,  and 
facrifice  Rheims  and  SoilTons ; that  all  communication  with  the 
army  of  the  north  on  one  fide,  and  the  troops  under  Luckner  on 
the  other,  would  be  then  entirely  at  an  end ; that  the  Pruffians 
would  find  abundance  of  provifion,  after  having  traverfed  Cham- 
pagne-poiiilleufe^  in  the  rich  countries  around  Rheims  and  Eper- 
nay  ; that  a pofition  at  Chalons  would  enable  them  either  to 
march  to  Paris  by  the  road  leading  through  Epernay  and  Rheims, 
or  by  Vi  try  and  Troyes,  unlefs  they  rather  chofe  to  employ  the 
two  remaining  months  of  the  campaign  in  conquering  Lorraine 
and  the  Ardennes ; that,  even  if  they  were  inclined  to  crofs  the 
Marne  at  Chalons,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  defend  that  river, 
which  might  be  pafled  either  above  or  below  the  town ; that  the 
enemy  would  then  proceed  Ikirmifliing  all  the  way  to  Paris,  there 
not  being  a Angle  ftrong  poll  between  Chalons  and  the  capital, 
and  that  the  French  army  would  be  deftroyed,  even  before  their 
arrival  there,  by  the  numerous  cavalry  appertaining  to  the 
Pruffians.” 

Then,  pointing  to  the  forefl  of  Argonne  * upon  the  map. 


* The  forefl  of  Argonne,  according  to  the  defcription  of  general  Dumouriez, 
is  a belt  of  wood  which  extends  from  within  about  a league  of  Sedan,  and 
ftretches  eaft  and  weft  as  far  as  Paflavant,  a little  more  than  a league  beyond  St* 
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BOOK  I.  “ Behold,”  continued  Dumouriez,  “ the  Thermopyl®  of  France 
if  I have  the  good  fortune  to  arrive  there  before  the  Pruffians,  all 
i7i)2.  will  be  faved.” 

The  foreft  which  Dumouriez  intended  to  occupy  is  of  an 
oblong  form,  at  leafl  thirteen  leagues  in  length,  and  varying  from 
three  to  one  in  breadth ; it  extends  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Sedan  to  more  than  a league  beyond  St.  Menehould  ; it  feparates 
the  Bifhopricks  from  the  moft  fterile  and  barren  part  of  France, 
termed  Champagne-pouilleufe  by  way  of  contempt.  Being  in- 
terfedted  with  mountains,  rivers,  and  marfhes,  this  woody  coun- 
try is  rendered  impervious  to  the  march  of  an  invading  army, 
except  by  five  avenues,  called  Le  Chene-populeuXy  leading  from 
Sedan  to  Rhetel ; La  Crotx-aux-boisy  in  the  direction  from 
Briquenai  to  Vouzieres  ; Grandprey^  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
which  is  the  great  road  from  Stenai  to  Rheims;  La  Chalade^ 
which  croffes  the  woods  from  Varennes  to  St.  Menehould;  and 
Les  IJletteSy  through  which  lies  the  road  from  Verdun  to  Paris 
by  St.  Menehould. 

Having  employed  three  whole  days  in  making  the  neceflary 


Menehould : other  tra£ts  of  wood,  intermingled  with  plains,  running  in  the  di- 
redtion  of  Revigny-aux-vaches,  point  towards  Bar-le-duc ; but  the  forejl  of  Arr- 
gonne,  properly  fo  called,  does  not  extend  further  than  PalTavant,  which  makes  its 
length  thirteen  leagues.  Its  breadth  is  very  unequal,  being  in  fome  parts  three  or 
four  leagues,  while  in  others  it  does  not  exceed  a whole,  and  even  fometimes  half 
a league. 

It  feparates  the  Bilhopricks,  a very  rich  and  fertile  country,  from  Champagne- 
pouilleufe,  the  moft  frightful  defert  in  all  France,  the  foil  of  which  is  a cold  and 
vifcous  clay,  and  where  there  is  neither  water,  wood,  nor  pafturage,  but  only  a few 
miferable  villages  fcattered  over  a fterile  plain,  a few  parts  of  which  alone  rife 
almoft  infenfibly  above  the  reft.  The  borders  of  the  foreft  at  the  two  extremities 
prefent  a country  rich  in  pafturage,  and  well  ftocked  with  inhabitants. 

It  is  interfe£led  with  mountains,  rivers,  rivulets,  lakes,  and  marfties,  whi<;h 
render  it  impenetrable  to  the  march  of  an  army,  except  in  five  openings,  which 
prefent  an  equal  number  of  roads  leading  from  Champagne  to  the  Bifltopricks. 
See  vol.  III.  of  the  Life  of  Dumouriez. 
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preparations,  the  commander  in  chief  determined  inftantly  to  B O O K t, 

occupy  thefe  important  pafTes,  which  were  to  be  difputed  with 

the  enemy  by  means  of  troops  unacquainted  with  this  fpecies  of  1792. 

^ r rr  • ^ r n Dumouriez 

warfare,  and  not  fufhciently  numerous  to  execute  even  a fyftem  determines  to 
of  defenfive  operations.  It  now  became  neceflary  to  difpatch  of  Ar- 
general  Dillon  with  the' advanced  guard,  which  had  been  poftedS°""®- 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Marne,  to  St.  Menehould,  in  order  to 
fhut  up  the  two  great  roads  of  Clermont  and  Varennes  by 
means  of  two  diftind;  pofitions,  one  at  Iflettes  and  the  other  at 
Chalade  ; while  Dumouriez  himfelf  was  to  be  Rationed  at  Grand- 
prey,  on  purpofe  to  command  the  road  leading  to  Rheims  as 
well  as  that  of  Croix-aux-bois : fuch  was  his  deficiency  in  point 
of  force,  that  he  did  not  as  yet  polTefs  a fufiicient  number  of 
troops  to  block  up  the  palTage  of  Chene-populeux,  but  he  hoped 
that  Verdun,  with  whofe  furrender  he  was  unacquainted,  would 
hold  out  for  a week  at  leaft,  and  thus  afford  him  leifure  for 
completing  his  preparations. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  tranfinitted  orders  to  Lanoue,  at  the 
camp  of  Maubeiige,  to  difpatch  four  battalions  and  three  fqua- 
drons  to  Avefnes : the  fame  courier  was  to  proceed  to  the  head- 
quarters of  Duval  at  Pont-fur-Sambre,  and  carried  inftrucTions 
for  that  general  in  confequence  of  which  he  was  to  ftrike  his 
camp  inftantly  and  repair  to  Avefnes,  to  form  a jundlion  with 
the  other  troops,  and  occupy  the  pafs  of  Chene-populeux  with 
fix  thoufand  men,  by  means  of  forced  marches,  on  or  before 
the  yth  of  September. 

In  addition  to  this,  he  difpatched  orders  to  Beurnonville  to 
march  to  his  afiiftance  with  twelve  battalions  and  three  fquadrons 
from  the  camp  of  Maulde,  and  alfo  to  fend  forward  the  French 
light  infantry,  as  well  as  that  of  Belgium  and  Liege,  forming  in 
all  eight  or  nine  thoufand  men  : he  was  exprefsly  enjoined,  at  the 
fame  time  time,  to  reach  Rhetel  on  the  13th  of  September. 

By  way  of  fupplying  the  deficieacy  of  fuperiour  officers  and 
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BOOK  I.  rewarding  the  fidelity  of  thofe  who  remained  faithful  to  their 
duty,  Dumouriez  obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general  for 
1792.  Dangeft,  Dietmann,  Ligneville,  and  Chazot ; he  alfo  appointed 
four  new  major-generals,  among  whom  was  Miaczinfki,  and 
augmented  his  own  ftaff. 

With  his  ufual  zeal  and  adivity,  he  at  the  fame  time  difpatched 
couriers  as  well  as  officers  by  different  roads  to  Metz,  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  intelligence : that  neither  Mezieres  nor 
Sedan  might  be  left  deftitute  of  ammunition,  he  obtained  fupplies 
from  Fere  and  Douay  : he  pointed  out  St.  Menehould  as  the 
place  of  rendezvous  for  all  the  reinforcements  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  which  might  be  fent  from  the  interiour,  Chalons,  which 
he  had  at  firft  pitched  upon  for  that  purpofe,  being  too  much 
expofed  to  the  enemy.  General  d’Harville  received  inftrudions 
to  affume  the  command  at  Rheims,  where  he  was  to  affemble 
troops  ; ovens  were  conftruded  for  the  fupply  of  the  army,  not 
only  there,  but  at  Vouzieres,  St.  Menehould,  and  Rhetel;  and 
inftead  of  eftabliffiing  magazines  in  the  frontier  cities,  as  had 
been  done  by  ia.  Fayette  at  Verdun  and  Sedan,  the  provifions  and 
forage  were  colledted  in  his  rear. 

While  thus  bufied  in  arranging  the  details  of  fervice,  Du- 
mouriez did  not  negled'to  acquire  the  confidence  of  the  troops 
entrufted  to  his  charge.  To  obtain  this,  he  ffiewed  himfelf  to 
the  army  daily,  employed  every  art  to  attain  popularity,  and 
after  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  foldiery  with  the  hopes  of 
glory  and  of  vidtory,  he  promifed  to  reward  their  zeal  by  lead- 
ing them  againft  the  enemy.  As  he  had  determined  from  the 
firft  to  aCft  in  conformity  to  his  own  plans  and  judgment  alone, 
he  formed  and  iffued  a new  order  of  battle,  and  beftowed  the 
brevet  rank  of  major-general  on  lieutenant-colonel  Stengel,  of 
the  regiment  of  Berchiny,  with  a view  of  animating  his  exertions 
and  fecuring  his  fidelity. 

It  now  only  remained  for  him  to  carry  his  fcheme  into  exe- 
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cution,  in  fuch  a manner  as  neither  to  be  anticipated  nor  beaten  BOOK  i. 
by  the  enemy.  This  had  become  extremely  difficult : for 
the  diftance  from  Verdun,  where  the  Pruffian  army  was  pofted,  1792. 
to  Iflettes  was  only  about  fix  leagues ; while  Dillon  (now 
ftationed  at  Mouzon),  before  he  occupied  that  defile,  provided 
he  took  the  neareft  route,  muft  advance  in  front  of  Stenai  in  the 
face  of  general  Clairfait’s  army,  confifting  of  about  fifteen 
thoufand  men  ; and  it  would  have  been  impoffible  to  reach  the 
place  of  deftination  by  taking  a circuit  in  the  rear  of  the  foreft, 
without  a march  of  twenty  leagues. 

Dumouriez  alfo  learned  that  Grandprey,  by  the  ftraight 
road  through  Yon  and  Buzancy,  was  twelve  leagues  diftant ; 
but  in  paffing  behind  the  foreft  more  than  twenty  : when  arrived 
at  this  poft,  he  would  be  fix  leagues  only  from  the  Auftrians. 

But  the  general  determined  not  to  follow  cither  of \ the  two  great 
roads  leading  to  the  defiles  of  Argonne,  as  this  would  difclofe 
his  project  and  fubjed;  him  to  an  attack  that  might  have  de- 
prived him  of  his  baggage  and  artillery.  He  refolved,  on  the 
contrary,  to  adopt  a mode  at  once  more  bold  and  more  auda- 
cious, in  which  he  completely  fucceeded  by  divining  the  intention 
of  the  enemy.-  Perceiving  that  general  Clairfayt  did  not  advance 
againft  him,  but  perfevered  in  remaining  on  the  defenfive  with 
a fmall  advanced  guard  pofted  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Meufe, 
he  concluded  that  it  was  the  intention  of  this  army  to  ad  merely 
as  a corps  of  obfervation,  and  that  on  being  attacked  it  would 
inftantly  occupy  the  ftrong  camp  of  Brouenne  in  the  rear.  Du-  March  of  the 
mouriez,  who  was  not  miftaken  in  his  conjedures,  determined  to 
effed  his  purpofe  in  the  following  manner : having  divided  his 
army  into  three  bodies,  he  gave  orders  that  his  vanguard  ffiould 
advance  againft  Stenai,  which  it  was  inftruded  to  mafk,  and,  left 
any  obftacle  might  intervene,  he  himfelf  was  to  follow  with  the 
main  body,  compofed  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  in  order  of  battle, 
without  any  incumbrance  whatever  j while  general  Chazot,  with 
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BOOK  I.  a detachment  of  five  thoufand  troops,  fliould  efcort  the  baggage 
CHAP,  v.^  artillery  through  Tannay  and  Armoifes,  without  any  danger 
1792.  of  moleftation  in  confequence  of  this  decifive  movement  in 
front. 

Accordingly,  after  leaving  a garrifon  of  four  battalions  at 
Sedan,  he  made  a movement  with  his  army  and  artillery  on  the 
31ft  of  Auguft,  and  commenced  his  march  on  the  next  morn- 
fSept.  1.]  ing.  In  confequence  of  orders  tranfmitted  to  Dillon,  general 
Miaczinfky  was  fent  forward  with  fifteen  hundred  men  to  attack 
Stenai,  and  he  himfelf  was  enjoined  to  fupport  him  by  occupy- 
ing the  left  bank  of  the  river  and  the  wood  of  Neuville.  The 
brave  Pole  executed  his  inftruOiions  with  equal  promptitude  and 
fuccefs,  and  a (harp  a<ftion  enfued,  during  which  the  cavalry  on 
both  fides  difplayed  great  courage ; but  the  Imperialifts  at  length 
fell  back,  and  Clairfait,  as  had  been  predi(ffed  by  Dumouriez, 
retired  to  Brouenne. 

Having  encamped  the  firft  night  by  the  fide  of  the  great 
road  leading  to  Stenai,  with  his  head-quarters  at  Yon,  Dumou- 
riez polled  fome  infantry  in  the  wood  of  Neuville,  and  along  the 
borders  of  the  Meufe  ; on  the  evening  of  the  next  day  he  took 
[Sept,  2,]  poll  at  Berliere,  and  Dillon  at  St.  Pierremont ; on  the  fuccecd-* 
ing  afternoon  the  latter  palTed  through  the  defile  of  Chalade 
and  occupied  the  pafs  of  Iflettes,  already  taken  pofleffion  of  by 
general  Galbaud  w^ith  four  battalions  and  the  garrifon  of 
Longwy  while  the  main  body  remained  on  the  fame  ground, 
[Sept.  4.]  on  purpofe  to  allow  Chazot’s  column  to  pafs ; after  which  it  con- 
tinued its  march  and  reached  Grandprey. 


*The  troops  which  had  ferved  in  Longwy  were  deftitute  of  arms,  and  the  batta- 
lions under  general  Galbaud  became  fo  panick-ftruck  on  the  appearance  of  a de- 
tachment of  PrulBans  and  emigrants  at  Varennes,  that  they  fled  immediately  to 
St.  Menehould.  On  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  however,  he  refumed  his  former 
pofition. 
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This  pofition,  rendered  fo  memorable  in  confequence  of  the  book  i. 
events  to  which  it  gave  rife,  was  found  to  be  nearly  inexpugnable. 

Placed  between  two  rivers,  it  was  flanked  by  hamlets  on  the  1792. 

•11*1  • Ml  • Defcrijitioa 

right  and  left,  provided  with  a convenient  village  in  the  rear  for  of  the  new 
the  artillery,  and  defended  on  all  fides  by  means  of  woods,  emi- 
nences,  a caftle,  and  redoubts  lined  with  cannon 


* Here  follows  the  defcription  of  the  encampment ; 

“ This  camp  is  fituate  between  the  Aifne  and  the  Aire,  the  left  being  flanked  by 
the  village  of  Grandprey,  and  the  right  by  that  of  Marque.  It  confifts  of  a grand 
amphitheatre  very  much  elevated  above  a meadow,  terminated  by  the  river  Aire, 
which  feparates  Grandprey  from  the  file  of  the  encampment,  thence  running  by 
the  village  of  Marque,  and  all  along  the  front  of  the  camp.  This  amphitheatre 
is  fkirted  by  the  forefl:  towards  the  right,  and  bound  by  the  river  on  the  left. 

“ In  the  rear  of  the  camp  is  the  village  of  Senuque,  where  the  park  of  artillery 
was  ftationed.  The  communication  acrofs  the  river  was  kept  up  by  means  of  a 
ftone  bridge,  and  the  Aifne  was  afterwards  paflTed  on  a fecond  bridge,  at  the 
village  of  Grandchamp  : the  Aifne  runs  behind  the  camp,  and  is  bordered  by  rifing 
grounds  elevated  above  the  level  of  the  camp. 

“ A ftrong  advanced  guard  was  polled  in  front  of  the  Aire,  forming  a half- 
moon, and  palling  from  the  right  to  the  left  by  St.  Jouvin,  Verpelle,  Beffieu,  and 
Mortaume.  St.  Jouvin  is  a flat  and  circular  fpot,  eafy  of  defence  : colonel  Stengel 
was  polled  there,  and  his  retreat  was  fecured  by  means  of  two  bridges  oppofitc 
Marque.  Verpelle  and  Champigneul  were  only  points  of  communication;  the 
retreat  thence  was  towards  Beffieu.  Beffieu  is  a village  prote£led  by  a woody 
mountain  extending  along  the  front  of  the  camp.  The  point  of  retreat  was 
towards  the  village  of  Chevieres,  by  means  of  two  bridges,  under  the  fire  of  the 
callle  of  Grandprey,  and  all  the  batteries  of  the  camp.  Mortaume,  which 
prote£led  the  left,  is  fituate  on  a height  that  overlooks  the  plain  and  almoll  joins 
the  forell. 

“ In  order  to  force  this  camp,  it  would  be  firll  necelTary  to  attack  and  carry  all 
the  polls  of  the  advanced  guard,'  and  afterwards  to  crofs  the  Aire.  The  enemy 
would  then  find  themfelvcs  within  a bafin  furrounded  by  fire,  proceeding  as  well  from 
the  heights  of  Marque  and  the  callle  of  Grandprey,  as  from  the  front  of  the  camp. 
The  French  could  not  be  forced  without  the  lofs  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  men ; 
they  might  then  refume  another  formidable  pofition  behind  the  Aire,  on  the 
heights  of  Autry.  This  camp  may  be  confidered  as  impregnable,  more  efpecially 
when  defended  by  a numerous  and  excellent  park  of  French  artillery.” 
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Camp  at  Grandprey — Gallantry  of  Colonel  Laharpe-~-*Situation  of 
the  rival  Armies— -Dumouriez  retreats  from  the  Foreji  of  Ar^ 
gonne — Terrour  and  Conjufon  during  the  March — The  French 
occupy  the  Camp  of  St.  Menehould — Siege  of  Thionville. 

BOOK  I.  The  army  had  fcarcely  taken  poITeffion  of  the  camp  of  Grand- 

CHAP  VI  ^ ^ ^ 

prey*  when  intelligence  arrived  of  the  furrender  of  Verdun,  the 

1792.  particulars  of  the  capitulation,  and  the  heroick  death  of  Beau- 

Difpofitionof^  . - . . 

the  army,  repaire,  who  fcomed  to  furvive  the  cowardice  and  treafon  which 
he  could  neither  anticipate  nor  prevent.  Thefe  circumftances, 
inftead  of  difcouraging  the  troops,  ferved  only  to  excite  their  rage. 
They  now  confidered  their  own  fidelity  as  the  foie  refource  of 
their  country ; they  were  penetrated  with  the  juftice  of  the 
caufe  which  they  were  called  upon  to  maintain  ; they  found 
themfelves  in  polTeffion  of  a ftrong  poll,  to  which  they  had  been 
conducted  by  means  of  a mafterly  manoeuvre;  and  they  began  to 
refpedl  a leader,  of  whofe  zeal  and  talents  they  were  the  daily 
witneffes. 

The  general  himfelf,  with  his  ufual  confidence,  tranfmitted  the 
following  letter  to  Servan,  minifter  of  the  war  department,  in 
which  he  affeded  a laconick  ftyle,  joined  to  a republican  auda- 
city, on  purpofe  to  keep  alive  the  zeal  of  the  Parifians : 

“ Verdun  is  taken,  and  I expert  the  Pruflians.  The  camps 
of  Grandprey  and  Iflettes  have  become  the  Thermopylae  of 
France : I fhall  prove  more  fortunate  than  Leonidas.” 

In  another,  intended  for  his  private  perufal,  he  particularifed 
the  advantages  of  his  pofition,  and  enumerated  all  his  wants: 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


95 


he  alfo  communicated  the  orders  tranfmitted  to  Beurnonvllle  and  BO  OKI. 
Duval,  to  form  a jundlion  with  him;  recapitulated  his  in- 
ftru£tions  to  Labourdonnaye  refpediing  the  defence  of  the  ^792. 

northern  department,  and  to  Moreton  and  Malus  for  haftening 
the  preparations  for  oflfenfive  meafures  againft  the  Auftrian 
Low- countries.  In  the  mean  time,  he  requefted  fuccours  from 
Flanders,  reinforcements  from  the  interiour,  detachments  from 
the  army  of  the  Rhine,  which  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  afliftance 
from  Luckner,  who  might  either  attack  the  invaders  both  in 
flank  and  rear,  or  form  a junction  between  the  two  armies,  vs'^hich 
would  produce  a grand  efle^I. 

Nor  did  he  omit  to  Rate  his  conjectures  relative  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Pruflians  after  the  furrender  of  Verdun.  As  the 
feafon  was  far  advanced,  and  the  weather  rainy  and  unfavourable, 
he  forefaw  that  they  would  choofe  to  advance  direClly  to  Paris, 
rather  than  confume  the  remainder  of  the  campaign  in  fieges. 

As  a proof  of  this,  he  remarked  that  they  had  negleCted  to  feize 
on  Montmedy,  which  they  had  left  in  their  rear,  although  by 
this  omiflTion  their  communication  with  Luxembourg,  whence 
they  muft  draw  their  fupplies,  would  be  cut  olf  in  confequence 
of  the  activity  of  general  Ligneville  and  his  garrifon,  an  event 
that  actually  occurred. 

As  there  was  now  no  ftrong  place  remaining  between  the 
enemy  and  Paris  by  the  road  leading  from  Chalons,  he  imagined 
that  the  exaggerated  hopes  of  the  emigrants,  joined  to  the 
entreaties  of  the  French  princes  who  accompanied  him,  might 
induce  the  Prullian  monarch  to  feleCt  this  as  the  readiefl:  and 
leaft  difficult  route,  and,  after  beating  the  army  encamped  in  the 
foreft  of  Argonne,  he  would  be  taught  to  believe  that  he  could 
arrive  in  the  capital,  after  feven  or  eight  marches,  without  ex- 
periencing the  leaft  oppofition. 

The  combined  troops  had  as  yet  been  uniformly  fortunate. 

I I 2 
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BOOK  I.  Two  garrifons  had  capitulated  in  the  moft  fhameful  manner; 

feveral  other  towns  appeared  ready  to  open  their  gates  to  them  ; 

1792.  and  their  camps  were  crowded,  not  only  with  difafFed:ed  perfons, 
but  alfo  with  many  who  wavered  between  the  two  parties,  and 
were  defirous,  by  recurring  to  a temporifmg  policy,  to  have  it  in 
their  power  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  vidor.  Some  trifling 
events,  however,  ferved  to  intimate  that  they  were  not  always  to 
exped:  cowardice,  difaffeftion,  or  treafon  ; and  it  is  not  a little 
remarkable,  that  the  firfl;  checks  received  / by  the  army  of  the 
coalition  proceeded  from  two  foreigners.  It  has  been  already 
Rated  in  what  manner  a Pole  drove  in  the  outpofts  of  the 
Auftrian  army,  and  forced  the  brave  but  cautious  Clairfayt  to 
retreat  to  the  intrenched  camp  of  Brouenne.  The  next  exploit 
was  performed  by  a native  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud^  a country  always 
treated  with  peculiar  cruelty  and  injuftice  by  the  canton  of  Berne. 
oT  Laharpe  one  of  its  moft  illuftrious  defenders,  driven  into  exile 
Swifs  colonel,  becaufc  he  had  endeavoured  to  loofen  the  chains  of  his  country- 
men, took  refuge  in  the  French  camp,  where  he  was  welcomed 
as  the  martyr  of  liberty.  Appointed  chief  of  a battalion  of 
volunteers  f,  he  was  Rationed  at  the  caftle  of  Rodemark,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  firft  onfet  of  the  invaders.  Shocked  at  the  general 
defection,  he  determined  to  give  an  example  of  devotion  to  the 
nation  which  had  adopted  him,  and  was  lucky  enough  to  com- 
municate to  the  troops  under  him  the  enthufiafm  with  which  he 
himfelf  was  actuated.  Well  knowing  that  their  little  poll  was 
not  tenable,  they  entered  into  a folemn  engagement  not  to  ca- 
pitulate, but  either  to  open  a paffage  through  the  enemy  with 


* Amadeus  Laharpe,  lord  of  Utins,  born  in  1754,  In  the  caftle  of  the  fame 
name,  ferved  both  in  Holland  and  France  until  recalled  a little  before  the  death  of 
his  father,  under  the  name  of  the  baron  de  Yens,  another  lordftiip  appertaining  to 
his  family. 

f The  4th  battalion  of  Seine  and  Oife. 
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their  bayonets,  or  bury  themfelves  under  the  ruins  of  the  caftle,  BOOK  I. 
the  vaults  of  which  they  had  converted  into  mines  for  that  purpofe. 

Having  received  orders  however  from  his  commanding  officer  17^2. 
to  evacuate  this  pofition  in  confequence  of  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  already  mafters  of  all  the  furrounding  polls,  the 
Swifs  colonel  fallied  forth  at  the  head  of  his  garrifon,  and  tranf- 
ported  the  artillery  and  llores  to  Thionville,  in  the  face  of  a fu- 
periour  force.  This  daring  feat,  calculated  to  infpire  the  troops 
with  valour,  and  prove  that  the  foe  was  not  invincible,  procured 
for  him  who  achieved  it  the  appellation  of  “ the  brave  Laharpe,” 
with  which  he  was  afterwards  honoured  at  the  head  of  the 
French  army. 

In  the  mean  time  Dumouriez  was  exceedingly  anxious  that  Preparations 
general  Kellermann,  who  had  now  affumed  the  command  of  the  Dumouriez  :• 
army  of  the  Mofelle,  Ihould  approach  nearer  and  effedl  a 
jundlion.  Nor  did  he  negle£l  the  necelTary  difpolitions  for  re- 
filling the  enemy,  in  which  he  was  feconded  by  the  ardour 
and  patriotifm  of  his  troops.  He  ordered  the  inhabitants  to  cut 
down  the  trees  on  the  fkirts  of  the  forell,  then  to  inter  the 
roots,  and,  pointing  the  branches  in  a horizontal  pofition,  thus 
form  them  into  abatis ; he  commanded  them  alfo,  on  hearing  the 
alarm  bell,  to  fly  to  arms  and  oppofe  the  enemy : he  ellablilhed 
a chain  of  polls  to  keep  up  the  communication  with  Dillon,  the 
fecond  in  command,  by  Marque,  Chatel,  and  Apremont,  to 
Chalade  and  Iflettes.  He  enjoined  that  general  to  difpatch  a 
body  of  light  infantry,  and  feveral  fquadrons  of  chafleurs  and 
huflars,  to  confume  the  forage  on  the  borders  of  the  Aire,  to 
prote(Sl  the  Barrois,  and  prevent  the  combined  forces  from  making 
incurfions,  or  haraffing  his  flank.  In  addition  to  thefe  meafures 
of  precaution  and  fecurity,  he  made  ufe  of  others  to  ftrengthen  his 
fyllem  of  defence.  He  ordered  the  officer  Rationed  at  Croix-au- 
bois  to  fortify  that  poR  by  means  of  trees  and  intrenchments,  and  to 
break  up  the  road  leading  to  it : he  was  at  firR  obliged  to  line  the 
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BOOK  I.  opening  of  Ghene-populeux  with  a few  troops  only,  but  the  ap- 
pearance  of  general  Duval,  on  the  day  appointed,  relieved  him 

1792. 


his  plan  of 
defence. 


Vitry,  he  was  certain  of  anticipating  them  at  the  opening  of 
Revigny,  and  of  being  joined  there  by  the  army  of  the  Mofelle, 
after  which,  with  a mafs  of  nearly  fixty  thoufand  men,  including 
the  detachments  from  the  northern  department,  he  could  cover 
and  protect  the  Barrois  and  the  Marne.  But  fliould  they  en- 
deavour to  enter  by  Ghene-populeux,  after  having  contended 
that  paflage  with  them,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  arreft  their 
progrefs  on  the  borders  of  the  Aifne,  where,  being  reinforced  by 
Beurnonville’s  divifion  and  the  army  under  Kellermann,  he  would 
difpute  the  paflage  of  the  river,  and  reduce  them  to  fuch  a Rate 
of  defpair  as  to  perifh  by  hunger  in  the  quagmires  of  Tierrache, 
whence  they  would  never  be  able  to  extricate  their  baggage  and 
artillery  % 

The  enemy,  the  quicknefs  of  whofe  motions  could  alone 


from  all  fears  relative  to  that  important  pafs. 

He  alfo  draughted  troops  from  the  garrifons  of  Givet,  Philippe- 
ville,  Marienbourg,  and  Rocroy,  on  purpofe  to  reinforce  the 
garrifon  of  Sedan  j he  fent  Miaczinlki  forward  with  a detach- 
ment of  horfe  to  keep  up  the  communication  with  Montmedy, 
and  aflTifl;  Ligneville,  the  commandant,  in  intercepting  the  con- 
voys from  Longwy  and  Luxembourg. 

Having  thus  taken  the  necelTary  means  to  prevent  the 
poflTibility  of  a furprife,  he  did  not  defpair  of  being  able  to  refift 
the  utmofl:  efforts  of  the  numerous  and  formidable  army  about 
to  oppofe  him.  If  the  Pruflians  fhould  attack  the  camp  of 
Grandprey,  or  endeavour  to  force  a paffage  at  Iflettes,  which 
were  his  ftrong  points,  he  had  fome  reafon  to  hope  that  he 
would  be  able  to  repulfe  them  ; on  the  other  hand,  if  they  in- 
clined to  adopt  a lefs  hazardous  plan,  and  proceeding  along  the 
foreft  to  the  left,  attempted  to  penetrate  through  the  Barrois  by 


Mem.  de  Dumouriez,  t.  III. 
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infure  fuccefs,  fpent  nearly  feven  days  In  complete  Inadivity  BOOK  I. 
after  the  capture  of  Verdun.  On  the  eighth  the  vanguard  of  the 
Pruffian  army  was  at  length  difcovered,  and  the  main  body  1792. 
began  to  occupy  the  extenfive  plain,  and  difplay  Its  front  from  [Sept.  8.] 
Briquenay  to  Clermont;  its  head-quarters  were  eftablifhed 
Raucourt.  On  the  fucceeding  day  the  Pruflians  commenced  a armies, 
feries  of  attacks  on  the  outpofts  of  the  French  army,  which,  ^ ^ 

inftead  of  being  intimidated,  exprelfed  much  joy  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  foe,  and  repulfed  them  at  all  points. 

A CELEBRATED  foreigner,  who  arrived  that  very  evening, 
dlftinguilhed  himfelf  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  forenoon.  This 
was  Miranda,  who  after  forming  the  daring  project  of  achieving 
a revolution  in  New  Spain,  of  which  he  was  a native,  and  re- 
fufing  the  moft  brilliant  offers  on  the  part  of  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  had  repaired  to  Paris,  and  tendered  his  fervices  to  the 
patriots.  Being  polled  with  a detachment  at  Mortaume,  he  con- 
duced himfelf  with  great  gallantry,  and  withflood  a brifk  affault 
on  that  village,  which  he  had  been  ordered  to  occupy.  General 
Stengel,  born  in  the  dominions  of  the  EleCor-Palatine,  alfo  ac- 
quired credit  by  his  defence  of  St.  Jouvin,  and  the  enemy  were 
repelled  on  all  fides,  without  having  been  able  to  make  the  leafl 
impreffion. 

Dumouriez,  ever  aCive  and  full  of  refburces,  contributed 
not  a little  to  the  general  fuccefs,  by  difpatching  troops  and  ar- 
tillery towards  the  points  likely  to  be  affailed,  without  being  dif- 
covered by  his  adverfaries,  as  his  operations  were  concealed  by  the 
mountain  of  Beffieu  : in  confequence  of  this  the  Pruflians  always 
perceived  themfelves  oppofed  by  a body  of  five  or  fix  thoufand 
men,  fupported  by  twelve-pounders  ; and,  as  they  themfelves 
could  not  difplay  a more  extenfive  front,  and  poffeffed  battalion- 
guns  only,  they  of  courfe  fought  to  a difadvantage,  and  imagined 
that  they  were  deceived  by  their  fpies,  who  concurred  in  afferting 
that  the  French  army  did  not  exceed  twenty  thoufand  men. 
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BOOK!.  But  although  the  formidable  pofition  aflumed  by  him  pof- 
fefled  many  advantages,  his  troops  were  expofed  to  a flight  diar- 
1792.  rhoea,  on  account  of  the  bad  quality  of  the  water ; they  were  alfo 
frequently  deftitute  of  provifions,  as  the  means  for  obtaining  a 
regular  fupply  had  not  been  yet  fettled  ; but  the  foldiery  fup- 
ported  this  deprivation  with  unufual  gaiety,  and  the  daily 
fkirmiflies  that  occurred,  by  diverting  their  attention,  prevented 
that  languor  and  liftlefsnefs  which  in  a crowded  camp  is 
always  the  forerunner  of  malignant  diforders.  It  was  otherwife 
however  with  the  principal  officers,  the  greater  part  of  whom, 
from  the  nature  of  this  petty  warfare,  remained  in  a ftate  of 
inactivity,  and  already  began  to  confider  their  fituation  as 
defperate  ; they  were  alfo  deprived  of  all  the  luxuries  of  the  table, 
being  obliged  to  live  on  brown  bread,  wretched  beer,  and  forry 
wine,  a circumftance  that  contributed  not  a little  to  their  chagrin. 

Five  generals  having  determined  to  remonftrate  with  their 
commander,  called  upon,  and  ftated  to  him,  “ that  he  had  great 
merit  in  having  conducted  the  army  to  a camp  almoft  impreg- 
nable, but  that  the  pofition  was  unhealthy ; difeafe  and  difguft 
were  beginning  to  prey  upon  the  troops,  and  no  fuccours  had  as 
' yet  arrived.  In  the  mean  time  there  were  one  hundred  thoufand 
men  in  fight,  who  were  already  matters  of  the  plain,  and  might 
at  any  time  reach  Vitry,  and  even  Chalons,  by  marching  through 
Bar-le-duc : that  it  was  therefore  of  the  utmott  importance  to  an- 
ticipate them,  and  choofe  a good  camp  behind  the  Marne,  where 
the  French  army  might  ttrengthen  itfelf  by  means  of  reinforce- 
ments, and  procure  provifions  in  abundance.”  This  advice  was 
inttantly  rejected  by  Dumouriez,  whofe  firmnefs  was  alfo  put  to 
a ttill  feverer  trial  in  confequence  of  the  folicitations,  and  even 
orders,  of  the  commander  in  chief  and  the  minitter  at  war,  to 
retreat  behind  the  Marne,  where  he  was  to  have  been  joined  by 
Kellermann,  who  propofed,  in  that  cafe,  to  give  battle  to  the 
Pruffians. 
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At  length  the  grand  army  feemed  determined  to  put  an  end  BOOK  l. 
10  the  awful  fufpenfe  in  which  Europe  had  been  for  fome  time 
kept.  The  king  of  Pruffia  in  perfon  now  began  to  menace  the  1793. 
camp  of  Grandprey,  while  the  prince  of  Hohenlohe  appeared 
before  Iflettes,  and  general  Clairfayt  prefented  himfelf  at  the  Situation  of 
pafs  of  Croix -aux-bois.  But  a variety  of  circumftances  feemed  forces!' 
to  combine,  in  order  to  render  thefe  tardy  attacks  inefficacious. 

At  this  critical  period  the  rainy  feafon  had  fet  in  ; the  roads 
were  extremely  bad,  and  famine  and  difeafe  already  made  their 
appearance  among  the  invaders.  Having  confumed  all  the  pro- 
vifions  found  in  Longwy  and  Verdun,  and  being  unable  to  draw 
further  fupplies  from  a country  previoufly  exhaufted  by  the 
French  army,  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  Luxembourg  and  the  eledlorate  of  Treves,  which  expofed  his 
convoys  to  the  attacks  of  the  garrifons  of  Sedan,  Montmedy, 
Thionville,  and  Metz.  In  addition  to  this,  a body  of  French 
troops  under  general  Cuftine  had  already  penetrated  into  Ger- 
many, and  was  fuppofed  to  have  meditated  the  capture  of 
Coblentz,  which  would  have  enabled  him  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  flank  and  rear,  and  rendered  a retrograde  movement,  in  cafe  of 
any  difafter,  extremely  hazardous. 

In  front  of  the  combined  forces  at  this  moment  appeared 
only  a fmall  army  ; but  it  was  polled  on  a height,  provided 
with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  artillery,  and  commanded  by  Du- 
mouriez,  an  adlive  and  refolute  general.  Another,  under  Keller- 
mann,  was  ready  either  to  form  a jundlion  with,  or  facilitate 
its  retreat : immenfe  bodies  of  troops  were  collecting  in  the  in- 
teriour ; the  people  had  hitherto  received  the  foreign  mercenaries 
not  as  deliverers  but  as  enemies  ; and  the  fairy  dreams  of 
triumph  began  already  to  be  diffipated. 

Such  was  the  melancholy  fituation  of  the  invading  army, 
when  an  unpardonable  omiffion  on  the  part  of  the  French 
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BOOK  I.  general  revived  its  hopes,  and  reduced  his  own  country  to  the 
very  brink  of  defpair. 

^792.  Although  Dumouriez  was  well  acquainted  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  various  pafles  leading  through  the  foreft  of 
Argonne,  and  by  a bold  and  decifive  movement  had  rendered 
himfelf  mafter  of  them ; yet,  in  confequence  of  an  overfight, 
equally  grofs  and  obvious,  he  had  neglected  the  defence  of  one 
Errour  com-  of  the  moft  important.  Inftead  of  Rationing  an  experienced 
Frencli^ge-*^^  officer  at  the  poft  of  Croix-aux-bois,  he  had  committed  it  to  the 
care  of  a colonel  of  dragoons,  who,  by  thd"  nature  of  the  fervice 
to  which  he  had  been  accuftomed,  was  unqualified  for  a fituation 
where  a veteran  officer  of  infantry  alone  could  have  been  ufeful. 
He  had  alfo  neglected  the  profeffional  affiftance  which  might 
have  been  derived  from  the  corps  of  artillery  or  engineers  j and, 
notwithftanding  he  pofTeffed  a park  well  ftored  with  cannon,  this 
important  avenue  into  the  heart  of  France  was  not  guarded  by 
a Tingle  eight  or  twelve  pounder.  In  ffiort,  the  defence  was 
cntrufted  to  a regiment  of  cavalry,  who  were  unable  to  ad;  with 
any  effed,  and  three  battalions  of  infantry,  one  of  which  was 
[Sept.  11.]  totally  deftitute  of  arms.  In  confequence  of  the  colonel’s  report, 
in  which  he  Rated  that  his  entrenchments  and  abatis  were  impreg- 
nable, the  commander  in  chief,  relying  implicitly  on  his  judg- 
ment, and  being  thus  lulled  into  a falfe  fecurity,  permitted  him  to 
return  to  camp,  and  entruRed  the  defence  of  Croix-aux-bois  to  one 
hundred  infantry,  fixty  horfemen  belonging  to  the  gendarmerie 
nationale^  in  quarters  at  Vouzieres,  and  the  battalion  of  Ardennes, 
which  he  ordered  in  the  mean  time  to  be  fupplied  with  mufkets. 
[Sept.  J2.]  On  the  next  day  the  officer  of  dragoons  evacuated  the  entrench- 
ments before  he  had  been  relieved,  and  the  colonel  of  the 
battalion  of  Ardennes  waited  for  the  arms  at  Vouzieres,  which 
were  not  fent  in  conformity  to  orders. 

No  fooner  was  the  wary  and  intrepid  Clairfayt  made  ac- 
quainted with  thefe  miRakes  by  means  of  his  fpies,  confiRing 
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©f  the  country  people,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  the 
vaflals  of  the  expatriated  nobles,  than  he  refolved  inftantly  to 
take  advantage  of  them,  and  accordingly  difpatched  prince 
Charles  de  Ligne  by  break  of  day  to  attack  the  entrenchments. 
As  the  trees  had  been  newly  felled  and  thrown  acrofs  the  road 
without  either  order  or  connexion,  and  the  ends  were  neither 
buried  in  the  earth,  nor  the  branches  cut  in  fuch  a manner  as 
to  prefent  their  fharp  points  to  the  enemy,  as  is  cuftomary 
in  all  operations  of  this  kind,  the  Imperialifts  found  but  little 
difficulty  in  removing  them  and  clearing  the  paffage.  The 
roads  too  were  broken  up  in  fuch  a flovenly  and  irregular 
manner  that  they  were  foon  enabled  to  advance  with  both 
cavalry  and  artillery,  while  the  hundred  men  ported  there, 
abandoning  their  pofition  which  had  become  untenable  in  cou- 
fequence  of  the  immenfe  fuperiority  of  the  affiailants,  fled  acrofs 
the  woods,  and  arriving  by  noon  at  the  camp  of  Grandprey, 
brought  conrternation  and  difmay  along  with  them. 

Dumouriez,  who  happened  luckily  to  be  there,  was  inrtantly 
aware  of  the  critical  fituation  in  which  he  was  now  placed  in 
confequence  of  his  own  palpable  negligence.  He  accordingly 
took  the  mort  fpeedy  and  efficacious  meafures  to  remedy  the 
mifchief,  and  for  this  purpofe  difpatched  general  Chazot  with 
two  brigades,  fix  fquadrons  of  horfe,  and  four  eight-pounders, 
befides  the  battalion  pieces.  He  was  inrtrudted  to  march  with 
the  utmort  expedition,  and  commence  an  immediate  attack  with 
fixed  bayonets,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  throwing  up  new 
works.  But  the  whole  of  that  afternoon  and  the  next  day 
were  fuffered  to  elapfe  without  any  thing  decifive  being  effeded, 
although  the  commander  in  chief  had  reinforced  the  general  with 
two  battalions,  and  difpatched  aides-de-camp  almort  every  hour 
enjoining  him  not  to  defer  the  attack  for  a fingle  moment.  At 
length,  on  the  fucceeding  morning,  Dumouriez  was  relieved  from 
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BOOK  I.  his  uneafinefs,  having  received  a note  from  Chazot,  ftatlng, 
“ that  after  a very  long  and  very  bloody  conflidt,  in  which  the 
1752.  prince  de  Ligne  was  killed,  he  had  retaken  the  entrenchments.” 
But  in  confequence  of  negledling  to  iffue  orders  for  the  advance 
of  the  working  tools,  with  which  the  defile  was  to  have  been 
rendered  impradlicable,  or  even  to  poft  a body  of  infantry  and 
fome  cannon  at  the  opening,  a frefli  and  more  numerous  column 
of  Auftrians  commenced  a new  attack  two  hours  after,  gained 
the  adjoining  heights,  took  fome  artillery,  and  forced  Chazot, 
who  made  but  a feeble  refiftance,  to  retreat,  without  being  able 
to  tranfmit  the  intelligence  of  this  difaftrous  event  to  head- 
quarters. 

During  thefe  fkirmifhes  at  Croix- aux-bois,  the  enemy  had 
feveral  times  attacked  the  outpofts  of  the  camp  at  Grandprey, 
but  without  fuccefs.  They  were  more  fortunate  however  at 
Chene-populeux  ; for,  although  a body  of  emigrants  who  had 
prefented  themfelves  there  were  driven  back  by  the  French,  yet 
no  fooner  did  general  Dubouquet  learn  that  the  other  road  had 
been  forced,  than  he  took  advantage  of  the  approaching  night  to 
retire  by  Attigny  and  Somme-puis,  towards  Chalons,  to  prevent 
'his  whole  detachment  from  being  cut  off. 

It  was  not  until  five  o’clock  in  the  evening  that  the  com- 
mander in  chief  received  intelligence  of  the  retreat  from  Croix- 
aux-bois  from  fome  of  the  fugitives ; ' all  the  fatal  confequences 
likely  to  enfue  in  confequence  of  this  event  were  immediately 
anticipated  by  him,  and  he  could  depend  on  the  vigour  and 
refources  of  his  own  mind  alone  to  extricate  himfelf  and  his 
army  from  their  prefent  perilous  fituation.  The  number  of  his 
troops  was  now  reduced  to  fifteen  thoufand  men  : before  him 
was  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  Pruffians ; in  his  rear  were  twenty 
thoufand  Auftrians  ; and  a body  of  enraged  emigrants  had  already 
penetrated  into  the  foreft,  and  was  advancing  on  his  flank.  He 
, was  thus  liable  to  be  affailed  in  front  by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick, 
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while  general  Clairfayt,  by  occupying  the  pofition  of  Croix- aux-  BOOK  I, 
hois,  actually  commanded  his  camp,  and  by  inclining  to  the  left 
might  defcend  towards  Olizy,  Termes,  and  Beauregard,  and  thus  K92. 
cut  olF  the  paffage  of  the  Aire  and  the  Aifne,  at  Senucque  In 
cafe  of  that  event,  he  would  have  been  inclofed  with  his  army 
between  the  rivers  and  the  foreft,  and  being  deftitute  of  provifions 
and  ammunition,  and  oppofed  by  an  enemy  pofted  on  the  emi- 
nences, he  mu  ft  have  either  laid  down  his  arms,  or  held  out 
without  the  leaft  profpedl  of  relief. 

His  communication  was  now  interrupted  with  Beurnonville,  Dumounez is 
who  had  arrived  at  Rhetel  with  nine  thoufand  men  deftitute  of 
fhoes,  harafled  by  fatigue,  and  unprovided  with  ammunition  ; 
while  Kellermann,  on  hearing  that  two  of  the  paflcs  were  carried, 
would  either  retreat  towards  Metz  or  crofs  the  Marne.  He  was 
alfo  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  decamping  in  the  prefence  of  the 
enemy,  and  encountering  a thoufand  unforefeen  difficulties ; but, 
notwithftanding  the  imminence  of  his  danger,  the  French  ' 
general  exhibited  great  prefence  of  mind,  and  never  betrayed  the 
leaft  fymptom  of  fear  relative  to  his  perilous  fituation.  On  the 
contrary,  he  mounted  on  horfeback,  exhibited  himfelf  with  con- 
fidence to  the  troops,  and,  after  calling  in  all  his  detachments, 
difpatched  orders  to  Beurnonville  to  fet  off  inftantly  from  Rhetel, 
and  following  the  courfe  of  the  Aifne  as  far  as  Attigny,  to  march  ». 

towards  St.  Menehould,  with  a view  of  effedling  a jundfion  there  j 
he  alfo  inftrudled  Kellermann  to  haften  by  Bar  and  Revigny  for 
the  fame  purpofe. 

At  the  fame  time  he  laid  his  injundlions  on  general  Dillon 
to  defend  the  pafles  of  Iflettes  and  Chalade  with  the  utmoft 
obftinacy,  and  to  puffi  forward  his  light  troops  beyond  Paflavant, 
with  intent  to  harafs  the  enemy’s  left  flank.  That  he  might 
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BOOK  I.  infure  his  own  retreat,  he  polled  fix  battalions  and  as  many 
fquadrons  on  the  heights  of  Olizy,  Termes,  and  Beauregard, 
1792.  ^ cannon,  fo  as  to  face  Croix-aux-bois,  arreft  the 

piogrefs  of  the  Auftrians,  and  prevent  them  from  defcending 
towards  Senucque  ; while  three  hundred  chaffeurs  were  employed 
in  fcouring  the  foreft  on  the  fide  of  Longueve.  He  alfo  ordered 
the  park  of  artillery  to  file  off  immediately  acrofs  the  two 
bridges,  with  an  intent  of  gaining  the  heights  of  Autry,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Aifne,  where  it  would  be  removed  from  danger. 

About  feven  that  evening  he  learned  that  Chazot^  had 
retreated  to  Vouzieres,  and  that  his  own  fituation  \vas  not  fo 
critical  as  he  had  fuppofed.  Content  with  obtaining  poffelTion 
of  the  important  paflage  of  Croix-aux-bois,  and  expedling 
perhaps  to  be  attacked  again  on  the  next  day,  the  enemy  had 
not  pufhed  forward  according  to  his  expectation : he  was  there- 
fore ftill  mafter  of  the  whole  courfe  of  the  Aifne ; and,  although 
his  rear-guard  might  be  attacked,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  difpute 
the  paffage  of  that  river,  and  gain  a commanding  eminence  on 
its  further  bank. 

Interview  While  incelfantly  occupied  with  preparations  for  fecuring  his 

Pruifian  retreat,  an  aide-de-catnp  arrived  from  the  prince  de  Hohenlohe  f, 

officer. 


* General  Chazot  was  denounced  by  Marat  and  Pons  de  Verdun,  on  account 
of  his  condudl:  upon  this  occafion.  He  was  alfo  fummoned  to  the  bar  of  the  Con- 
vention, April  7,  1793,  and  imprifoned  by  its  orders  ; but  he  found  means  to  make 
his  innocence  evident,  and  was  releafed  foon  after. 

f It  may  be  neceflary  to  remark  that  this  officer,  ufually  ftyled  the  hereditary  prince 
of  Hohenlohe-Ingelfingen,  was  a general  in  the  fervice  of  Pruffia,  and  commanded 
a divifion  of  the  grand  army  *,  he  was  alfo  a great  favourite  of  the  monarch,  whom 
he  accompanied  to  the  congrefs  of  Pilnitz,  in  1791.  The  princes  of  Hohenlohe- 
Kivchberg  and  Hohenlohe-Ingelfingen  are  frequently  confounded  with  him  ; but 
they  are  both  in  the  fervice  of  Auftria  ; the  former  is  a general  of  artillery,  and 
diftinguiftied  himfelf  againft  the  Turks  in  17^9;  the  latter  is  alfo  a general 
officer,  and  acquired  great  credit  in  the  army  of  the  Rhine  during  the  cam- 
paign of  1796. 
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requefting  an  interview.  This  embarraffing  circumftance  was  BOOK  i. 
turned  to  advantage  by  Dumouriez,  who  took  care  on  this  oc- 
cafion  to  remove  many  of  the  prejudices  entertained  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy.  He  accordingly  felefted  major-general  Duval, 
who  had  ferved  during  the  feven-years’  war  in  the  legion  of 
Soubife,  and  was  rendered  refpe<3:able  by  his  grey  hairs  and 
majeftick  figure,  to  meet  the  Pruflian  officer  at  the  time  and  place 
appointed : the  latter  was  unable  to  conceal  his  furprife  at 
feeing  fo  much  order  and  regularity  obferved  at  the  outpofts, 
and  fo  many  well-bred  officers  adorned  with  ribbands  and  croffes  ; 
for  the  emigrants  had  reprefented  the  army  as  commanded  by 
taylors,  ffioemakers,  and  obfcure  tradefmem  It  alfo  added  not  a 
little  to  his  aftoniffiment  to  hear  that  moft  of  the  generals  had 
ferved  during  one  or  two  wars,  and  that  Dumouriez  himfelf  was 
a major-general  before  the  revolution^  By  way  of  concealing 
the  intended  retreat,  it  was  at  the  fame  time  intimated  to  him, 
in  purfuance  of  one  of  thofe  maxims  by  which  untruth  is  admitted 
among  the  legitimate  ftratagems  of  modern  warfare,  that  Beur- 
nonville  was  to  enter  the  camp  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  day 
with  a reinforcement  of  eighteen  thoufand  men,  while  Keller- 
mann,  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand  more,  was  only  two 
marches  diftant. 

On  that  very  evening  however,  the  moment  it  became  dark,, 
the  French  advanced^guard,  in  purfuance  to  orders,  fell  back  in 
three  columns,  without  either  augmenting  or  diminiffiing  the 
number  of  its  fires  ; the  right  retreating  through  Marque,  the 
centre  by  Chevieres,  and  the  left  by  Grandprey.  Duval  and‘ 

Stengel,  the  commanding  officers,  as  foon  as  they  had  crolTed, 
ordered  all  the  bridges  in  the  rear  to  be  broken  down,  and  then 
halted  until  the  army,  to  which  they  were  to  adf  as  a rear- 
guard, had  commenced  its  marchi  It  was  not  until  midnight  that  army  com- 
the  commander  in  chief  left  his  head-quarters  at  the  caftle  of 
Grandprey,  an^  afcended  to  the  camp,  which  he  ftill  found. 
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BOOK  I.  {landing : the  roads  were  To  bad,  and  the  night  fo  cloudy,  that 
his  orderly-men  were  miiTing ; but  he  ilTued  verbal  inftrudtions 
1792.  for  the  tents  to  be  inftantly  ftruck.  The  main  body  however  was 
not  in  motion  until  three  hours  after ; a circumiLance  which 
proved  advantageous,  for  the  troops  perceiving  nothing  that 
indicated  either  hafte  or  alarm,  and  being  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
caufe  of  their  retreat,  condudfed  themfelves  with  great  regularity. 

At  length  the  army  commenced  its  march,  and  proceeded 
without  any  interruption  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  over  the 
bridges  and  through  the  defiles,  according  to  the  route  fixed 
upon.  On  arriving  at  the  heights  of  Autry  the  general  drew  up 
his  troops  in  order  of  battle,  to  protect  the  rear-guard,  which  did 
not  pafs  the  bridges  of  Senucque  and  Grandchamp  until  eight 
in  the  morning,  and  then  formed  a fimilar  difpofition  on  the 
high  ground.  A detachment  of  Pruffian  huifars,  fupported  by 
three  or  four  pieces  of  horfe  artillery,  had  attempted  to  harafs 
this  body  without  effedl : but  they  proved  more  fortunate  againft 
the  troops  from  Vouzieres,  under  general  Chazot  j for  having 
made  a charge,  the  latter  inftantly  betook  themfelves  to  flight, 
and  were  purfued  by  the  light  troops.  Some  of  the  fugitives 
fled  as  far  as  Rheims  and  Chalons,  and  the  panick  might  have 
become  general  had  not  Duval  obliged  the  Pruffians  to  fall  back, 
and  taken  a couple  of  their  cannon  and  fome  baggage,  while 
Miranda,  with  his  ufual  prefence  of  mind,  immediately  rallied 
the  army. 

In, the  mean  time  the  general,  who  now  deemed  his  retreat 
fecure,  had  ordered  the  park  of  artillery  to  continue  its  march, 
^ while  he  himfelf  repaired  to  Dammartin,  four  leagues  diftance 
from  Grandprey,  where  they  were  to  halt  at  the  end  of  that 
day’s  march.  While  employed  in  tracing  out  his  camp,  feveral 
fugitives  arrived  and  announced  to  him,  “ that  all  was  loft,  the 
army  being  in  confufion,  and  the  enemy  in  full  purfuit.”  On 
his  return  however  he  met  general  Miranda,  who  had  difplayed 
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equal  coolnefs  and  intrepidity  upon  this  occafion,  by  preventing  BOOK  i. 
the  flight  of  the  infantry,  and  at  the  fame  time  arrefting  the 
progrefs  of  the  enemy ; he  alfo  received  favourable  intelligence  1792. 
from  the  generals  Duval  and  Stengel,  whom  he  ordered  to  halt 
with  the  rear-guard  on  the  borders  of  the  morafs  of  Cernay, 
until  the  whole  army  had  eroded  the  Tourbe  : they  were  then  to 
advance  along  the  banks  of  that  river,  take  poll;  between  the  main 
body  and  the  enemy,  and  pafs  the  evening  there.  Having  returned 
to  Dammartin,  and  ordered  the  troops  to  remain  all  night  under 
arms,  the  general,  who  had  been  twenty  hours  on  horfeback, 
alighted,  and  fat  down  to  table  at  fix  o’clock,  with  a view  of 
taking  fome  refrefhment : but  he  was  difturbed  by  a new  alarm, 
which  had  taken  place  in  his  camp,  in  confequence  of  the  arts  of 
fome  difaffedled  perfons.  Although  the  rear-guard  remained 
undifturbed  at  a league  diftance,  the  appearance  of  the  enemy 
was  every -where  announced ; the  artillery  which  was  harnefled, 
endeavoured  to  gain  a height  on  the  other  fide  of  a rivulet,  called 
the  Bionne  ; all  the  troops  were  mingled  together  in  the  confufion, 
and  a general  and  immediate  flight  appeared  to  be  inevitable. 
Dumouriez  having  remounted  his  horfe,  inftantly  repaired  to  the 
fpot,  accompanied  by  the  officers  of  his  ftaff,  his  aides-de-cafnp^ 
and  his  efcort  of  dragoons,  who  at  length  fucceeded  in  rallying  the 
fugitives  by  means  of  blows. 

Having  thus  prevented  a complete  rout,  he  ordered  fires  to  The  French 
be  lighted,  and  commanded  the  foldiers  to  pafs  the  night  in  the  TiTew 
pofition  then  occupied  by  them.  At  break  of  day  order  was  ^ 

reftored  among  the  difperfed  foldiery,  after  which  the  tents  were 
ftruck ; the  army  continued  its  march  in  three  columns,  and  ar- 
rived without  any  accident  at  the  camp  of  St.  Menehould  ; for  the 
enemy  had  not  taken  advantage  of  the  confufion  that  enfued, 
but  advanced  with  caution,  and  did  not  appear  in  fight  of  the 
French  until  the  next  day.  Being  no  longer  under  any  ap- 
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BOOK  I.  prehenfions,  the  commander  in  chief  immediately  communicated 
his  fituatioh  to  the  prefident  of  the  national  aflembly,  in  a letter 
1792.  written  with  Spartan  brevity,  and  calculated  to  infpire  confidence  : 

“ I HAVE  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  camp  of  Grandprey  ; 
the  retreat  was  completed  when  a panick  terrour  feized  on  the 
army : ten  thoufand  troops  fled  before  fifteen  hundred  PrufTians. 
The  lofs  does  not  amount  to  more  than  fifty  men,  and  fome 
baggage:  order  is  again  reftored,  and  I am  ready  to  anfwer  for 
the  confequences. — Dumouriez.” 

In  the  mean  time  it  was  determined  by  the  allies  to  lay  fiege 
to  Thionville.  In  conformity  to  the  original  plan  of  the 
campaign,  that  place  Ought  to  have  been  attacked  at  an  earlier 
period  ; but  fuch  was  the  defedlive  ftate  of  the  park  of  artillery 
belonging  to  the  grand  army,  that  a fufficient  number  of  heavy 
cannon  could  not  be  found  to  open  the  trenches.  On  this,  ap- 
plication was  immediately  made  for  alfiftance  to  Luxembourg  ; 
and  it  was  not  doubted  that  the  arfenals  of  an  ally  would  readily 
furnifh  whatever  might  be  necelTary  for  the  fervice  of  the  com- 
mon caufe : but  the  governour  declined  to  comply  until  he 
fhould  receive  inftrudlions  from  the  court  of  Vienna.  This 
delay  had  obliged  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  to  leave  that  im- 
portant fortrefs  in  his  rear,  marred  all  his  plans,  and  was  pro- 
ductive of  a variety  of  untoward  confequences.  The  convoys 
of  provifions  were  from  that  moment  continually  expofed  to  be 
cut  off,  the  jealoufies  between  the  Auftrians  and  Pruflians  were 
renewed,  and  by  the  withdrawing  of  the  troops  deftined  to  cover 
the  Palatinate  foon  after,  with  a view  of  converting  the  blockade 
into  a regular  fiege,  Germany  was  left  open  to  the  victorious  in- 
curfions  of  the  French. 

Siege  of  Thi-  This  important  fortrefs  was  now  invefted  by  the  Auftrians 
[Sept  1/  ] emigrants,  under  the  command  of  the  princes  of  Hohenlohe 
and  Conde;  and  but  little  doubt  was  entertained,  that  the  garrifon 
would  follow  the  example  oP  Longwy  and  Verdun.  General 
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Felix  de  Wimpffen,  a native  of  Alface,  and  a colonel  of  dfa-  BOOK  I. 

^ • CHAP  VI 

goons  under  the  old  government,  happened  to  be  entrufted  with 

the  command  of  the  place;  and  as  he  was  a noble  by  birth  (for 
he  had  reprefented  that  order  in  the  Rates -general),  it  was  fup- 
pofed  that  he  might  be  eafdy  feduced  ; every  art  was  accordingly 
recurred  to  for  that  purpofe  He  is  faid  indeed  to  have  been 
fecretly  attached  to  the  caufe  of  the  exiles  ; but  whether  inRigated 
by  the  point  of  honour,  or  ad:uated  by  a fenfe  of  duty,  or  over- 
awed by  the  fidelity  of  the  troops,  or  terrified  by  the  fate  of  la 
Fayette ; certain  it  is,  that  on  the  prefent  occafion  he  refufed  to 
capitulate,  and  contributed  not  a little  by  his  fpirited  refiRance  to 
the  cataRrophe  that  enfued. 

This  place,  like  all  the  other  frontier  towns,  was  unprovided 
with  the  means  of  effecting  a vigorous  refiRance,  and  did  not 
contain  a fufiicient  quantity  of  provifions  to  enable  the  garrifon 
to  fuRain  a long  fiege.  The  enemy,  on  the  other  hand,  was  but 
ill  prepared  to  reduce  fo  formidable  a fortrefs,  for  M.  d’Auti- 
champ,  who  fuperlntended  the  attack,  was  not  in  poffeffion  of 
any  battering  cannon. 

* It  was  confidently  afferted  by  many  at  the  time,  and  has  not  been  belied  by 
fubfequent  events,  that  Wimpfien  had  refolved  to  deliver  up  Thionville  to  the 
French  princes,  and  only  perfevered  in  defending  it  in  confequence  of  the  indif- 
creet  manner  in  which  it  was  attacked,  as  the  out-works  were  untouched,  and  no 
plaufible  pretext  allowed  for  the  furrender.  Among  the  various  perfons  who  ac- 
cufed  the  general  of  treachery  on  the  prefent  occafion,  was  a jew  belonging  to  the 
department  of  the  Mofelle  ; he  afferted  at  the  bar  of  the  convention,  February  17, 

1793,  that  he  himfelf  had  been  adlually  fent  by  the  governour  of  Thionville  to  the 
general  of  the  befieging  army  on  purpofe  to  ftate,  “ that  It  was  now  too  late  to 
obtain  poffefTion  of  the  fortrefs.”  But  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  did  not 
deem  it  prudent  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  numerous  denunciations  agalnfl 
Wimpffen  j on  the  contrary,  a vote  paffed,  declaring,  “ that  he  had  deferved  well 
of  his  country.” 

In  1793,  general  W.  affedled  to  enter  into  the  refentments  of  the  glrondlfls, 
then  proferibed  by  the  fafllon  of  the  mountain,  and  even  to  head  an  army  in  their 
defence ; but  he  was  at  length  fufpeAed  of  treachery,  and  muft  be  allowed  at  all 
events  to  have  achieved  nothing  worthy  of  his  former  reputation. 
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BOOK  I.  Not  content  with  merely  remaining  on  the  defenfive,  Wimpffen 
immediately  evinced  a degree  of  activity  that  proved  highly  dif- 
i7i>2.  aftrous  to  his  opponents.  Being  afraid  left  he  fliould  be  ftarved 
into  a furrender,  he  determined  to  cut  off  the  refources  of  the 
enemy,  and  thus  force  them  to  abandon  the  idea  of  a blockade. 
He  accordingly  made  a fally  at  the  head  of  four  hundred  in- 
fantry, and  one  hundred  cavalry ; and  with  this  fmall  detach- 
ment deftroyed  a large  quantity  of  forage  in  front  of  the  camp 
at  Richemont,  by  means  of  a ftratagem  ; for  by  dividing  his 
party  into  fix  feparate  bodies,  and  concealing  the  depth  of  his 
columns,  he  deceived  the  befiegers  in  refpedt  to  his  numbers,  and 
amidft  the  general  confufion  carried  off  their  magazine,  with  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  waggons,  which  had  been  miftaken 
by  them  for  a train  of  artillery  *.  He  was  alfo  fortunate  enough 
to  cut  off  a convoy  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  evening ; and  four 
days  after  he  feized  upon  and  deftroyed  a large  quantity  of  pro- 
vifions  at  Gavifle,  deftined  for  the  fupply  of  fifteen  thoufand 
men. 


* Mem.  RevoJutionnaire,  t.  I.  p.  97. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


Kellermann  and  Betirnonville  effeB  a 'JunBion  'with  Dumouriez — 

Approach  of  the  Combined  Army — SkirmiJJ:)  at  Valmy — The 
Confequences  refulting  from  this  indecijive  ABion. 

The  negligence  of  Dumouriez  had  occafioned  the  retreat  of  BOOK  I. 
an  army  on  which  the  fafety  of  France  depended  ; but  his  fub- 
fequent  prudence,  activity,  and  good  fortune,  repaired  his  errours, 
and  he  now  once  more  occupied  a formidable  pofition.  St.  Mene-  ^^the  ne^ 
hould,  only  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  diftant  from  Paris,  and 
twenty-five  from  Chalons,  is  rendered  ftrong  by  the  hand  of 
nature.  In  front  are  high  grounds,  confifting  of  a barren  clay, 
which  occupy  the  fpace  formed  by  the  Tourbe,  Bionne,  and  Auve. 

The  fite  of  the  encampment,  about  three  quarters  of  a league  in 
extent,  not  only  commands  thefe  elevations,  but  alfo  the  valley 
below ; it  refembles  in  form  the  letter  S,  the  right  flank  ter- 
minaring  at  the  river  Aifne,  a little  above  Neuville-au-pont,  and 
the  left  at  the  great  road  leading  to  Chalons ; the  village  of 
Chaude-fontaine  aflumes  a central  pofition  in  the  rear.  In  a 
hollow,  fituate  exadlly  in  front,  are  the  hamlet  and  caftle  of 
Braux  St.  Cohere,  where  the  ponds  and  moralTes  begin,  which 
feparate  the  left  of  the  camp  from  the  hill  of  Valmy,  rendered 
confpicuous  by  its  wind-mill.  The  heights  of  Gizacourt  are  near 
to  the  great  road,  and  behind  is  a morafs  and  fome  branches  of 
the  Auve,  at  the  extremity  of  which  is  a pofition  well  calculated 
for  a fmall  camp,  with  the  village  of  Dampierre  in  front,  and" 
that  of  Elife  in  the  rear. 

The  general  eftablifhed  his  head- quarters  at  St.  Menehould, 
the  chief  place  in  the  diftrid  of  Argonne,  and  one  of  the  prin- 
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BOOK  I.  cipal  towns  in  Champagne;  it  was  a league  from  his  camp,  and 
exadly  facing  the  centre  of  the  grand  army.  Refolving  to  add  all 
1792,  the  advantages  refulting  from  art  to  thofe  derived  from  nature,  he 
eredled  batteries  in  his  front  fo  as  to  command  the  valley,  by 
enfilading  it  on  every  fide.  He  Rationed  his  vanguard  along  the 
Tourbe,  with  orders  to  retard  the  enemy’s  march  by  every 
poflTible  means,  and  to  retire  flowly  and  in  good  order,  taking 
care  to  cut  down  all  the  bridges  in  the  rear ; after  this,  the 
troops  were  to  take  poll  behind  the  Bionne.  Injundlions  were 
at  the  fame  time  ilTued  to  lay  wafte  the  country  around,  and  to 
forage  in  all  the  adjacent  villages,  fo  that  nothing  might  remain 
for  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  Dillon  was  ftill  left  to  defend  the  de- 
files of  Iflettes  and  Chalade,  while,  by  way  of  ftrengthening  his 
right  flank,  a battalion  of  troops  of  the  line  was  Rationed  in 
the  caRle  of  St.  Thomas,  fituate  on  a Reep  and  commanding 
eminence. 

Having  thus  carefully  fortified  his  pofition,  and  endeavoured 
to  infpire  the  troops  with  confidence  not  only  in  him  but  in 
themfelves,  Dumouriez  affembled  the  army,  and  attempted  to 
gain  the  foldiefy  by  foothing  rather-  than  reproaching  them.  He 
determined  at  the  fame  time  to  banifli  cowardice  and  difaffedlion, 
by  means  of  fhame,  and  accordingly  recurred  to  the  following 
lives.  expedient.  Having  ordered  twenty-eight  of  the  fugitives  who 
had  been  arreRed  by  Dillon,  and  fent  prifoners  to  him,  to  be 
brought  to  the  front  of  his  camp,  he  commanded  the  hair  of 
their  heads  and  eye-brows  to  be  flaaved,  after  which  their  uni- 
forms which  they  had  difgraced  were  taken  from  them,  and  being, 
thus  branded  with  ignominy,  they  were  difmilTed  amidR  the 
bootings  and  revilings  of  their  companions. 

It  now  became  necelfary  to  efied:  the  jundion  fo  much  defired 
by  the  general,  Whofe  army  was  not  fufiicient  to  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  PruflTians,  although  hunger  and  difeafe  began  already 
to  make  great  bavock  in  their  camp.  Beurnonville,  mifled  by 
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the  accounts  of  the  fugitives,  had  at  firft  retreated  to  Chalons,  BOOK  I. 
but  he  at  length  arrived  very  opportunely  with  a body  of  troops, 
who  were  happy  at  the  idea  of  rejoining  and  ferving  once  more 
under  their  old  commander,  at  the  camp  of  Maulde ; had  he  re- 
mained  but  twenty-four  hours  later,  all  communication  with 
Dumouriez  would  have  been  cut  off.  Intelligence  was  alfo  re- 
ceived in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  day,  that  Kellermann,  after  leav- 
ing a detachment  of  five  thoufand  men  to  cover  Bar  and  Ligny, 
was  only  two  leagues  diftant  with  fifteen  thoufand  men,  one 
third  of  which  confifted  of  excellent  cavalry,  being  chiefly  com- 
pofed  of  regiments  of  the  line. 

On  receiving  this  joyful  news,  Dumouriez  inftantly  dlfpatched 
inftrudtions  to  his  colleague,  to  continue  his  march  and  occupy 
the  camp  between  the  villages  of  Dampierre  and  Elife,  behind 
the  Auve,  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  morning ; and  as  he  began  to 
fuppofe  from  the  extenfion  of  the  enemy’s  line,  that  they  meant 
to  try  the  fate  of  an  adion,  he  pointed  out  the  heights  of  Valmy 
and  Gizancourt,  as  a proper  ftation  for  his  field  of  battle ; but 
having  negleded  to  repair  thither  in  perfon,  or  even  to  fend 
an  engineer  to  mark  out  the  ground,  the  former  miftook  his  field 
of  battle  for  his  camp,  and  much  confufion  enfued  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  event. 

In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Brunfwick’s  operations  had 
been  greatly  retarded,  by  the  difficulties  incident  to  the  fubfifl;- 
ence  of  fo  great  an  army  in  an  enemy’s  country.  His  ovens 
were  at  Verdun,  and  much  time  was  confu’med  in  bringing 
bread  to  the  camp  : in  proportion  as  the  feafon  became  wet, 
obftacles  of  all  kinds  would  of  courfe  multiply ; and  it  at  length 
appeared  hazardous  to  advance  a fingle  march  further  from  the 
magazines,  for  fear  of  being  entirely  deprived  of  their  benefit. 

The  commander  in  chief,  therefore,  was  fettered  in  refpedl  to 
his  future  progrefs,  as  he  dared  not  to  lofe  fight  of  his  com- 
munications for  a moment,  but  he  had  it  flill  in  his  power  to 
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BOOK  I.  compel  the  enemy  to  make  fuch  movements  in  his  prclencc  as 
'would  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  attacking  them  to  advantage. 

The  combined  army  was  now  in  full  march  againft  the 
foe.  Having  entered  Grandprey,  it  filed  off  next  day  by 
Vouzieres  and  Autry,  as  far  as  Cernay ; and  at  the  very  mo- 
ment the  reinforcements  had  arrived  in  the  French  camp,  it 
appeared  in  fight.  As  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  extremely  defirous 
to  difeover  the  exad:  pofition  of  the  enemy,  he  had  already  re- 
connoitred the  camp  of  St.  Menehould  from  a rifing  ground  not 
far  from  Ville-fur-Tourbe,  and  on  perceiving  the  confufion  that 
had  taken  place  on  the  hill  of  Valmy,  in  confequence  of  the 
miftake  already  alluded  to,  it  was  concluded,  that  in  confequence 
of  orders  from  Paris  Dumouriez  had  commenced  his  retreat. 

This  opinion,  in  addition  to  intelligence  of  a fimilar  nature. 
Induced  his  majefty  to  re.fume  his  march,  and  the  army  accord- 
ingly advanced  to  Somme-Tourbe,  while  the  refer ve  under  the 
orders  of  the  hereditary  prince  of  Hohenlohe  took  a pofition 
between  Somme-Tourbe  and  Somme-Bienne ; both  paffed  the 
night  under  arms,  and  It  was  fully  expected  that  the  French 
would  be  intercepted  before  they  reached  Chalons. 

On  the  fucceeding  morning,  at  break  of  day,  fome  of  the 
allied  troops  appeared  on  an  eminence,  while  the  French  cara- 
bineers were  difeovered  to  have  formed  behind  La  Lune  ; and  an 
opinion  flill  prevailed  in  the  invading  army,  that  the  enemy  had 
been  flopped  in  their  retreat.  This  circumftance  prevented  the 
heights  of  Gizancourt  from  being  occupied  at  firfl,  and  the  de- 
lufion  was  rendered  flill  more  complete  by  the  lituation  of  Keller- 
mann’s  detachment,  which  was  hid  by  the  intervening  eminences. 

At  length  it  became  evident  that  the  French,  inflead  of  be- 
taking themfelves  to  flight,  now  occupied  a flrong  entrenched 
camp,  fupported  by  an  immenfe  park  of  artillery,  and  were  pre- 
pared to  give  battle.  As  Dumouriez  appeared  to  have  affumed 
a mafked  pofition,  with  a view  of  concealing  the  number  and 
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fituation  of  his  troops,  orders  were  inftantly  ifl'ued  to  obtain  pof-  B O OK  i. 
feflion  of  the  heights  of  Gizancourt.  Several  columns  were  accord- 
ingly  put  in  motion  ; and  the  artillery  was  fent  forward.  On  this  U92. 
Kellermann  brought  up  the  whole  of  his  cannon  to  a commanding  vaim”  ° 
eminence,  on  the  hill  of  Valmy,  and  by  means  of  a well-diredted 
fire,  arrefted  the  progrefs  of  the  combined  army. 

Nor  was  Dumouriez  deficient  in  point  of  Ikill  and  exertion  ; 
for  perceiving  that  his  colleague  could  not  extend  his  line  along 
the  high  ground  of  Gizancourt,  becaufe  he  was  already  out- 
flanked on  his  left,  the  former  took  advantage  of  a paufe  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  to  difpatch  general  Chazot  with  nine  batta- 
lions of  infantry,  and  eight  fquadrons  of  cavalry,  by  the  great 
road  leading  to  Chalons,  with  orders  to  get  behind  the  heights  of 
Gizancourt,  to  flank  the  pofition  of  Valmy,  and  fupport  Keller- 
mann ; he  at  the  fame  time  commanded  Stengel  to  march  to  the 
extremity  of  the  Hyron, . and  take  the  enemy  on  the  other  flank. 
Beurnonville  was  alfo  difpatched  with  a column  confifting  of  fix- 
teen  battalions  to  fupport  Stengel,  while  Leveneur  with  twelve 
more  received  direftions  to  turn  the  left  of  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  eftablifhed  a battery 
on  the  heights  of  Gizancourt,  which  commanded  the  pofition  at 
Valmy ; but  as  Stengel  now  out-flanked  the  enemy,  and  had 
opened  a (harp  fire  on  the  left  of  the  attack,  the  affailants  received 
a*  check,  and  were  not  only  prevented  from  florming  Valmy,  but 
perhaps  from  alfo  beating,  furrounding,  and  cutting  oif  the  de- 
tachment under  Kellermann  j for  as  his  troops  were  incumbered, 
and  the  great  road  leading  to  St.  Menehould  choked  up,  with 
the  baggage,  a retreat  would  have  become  extremely  difficult. 

At  the  clofe  of  day  the  artillery  ceafed  to  fire,  and  the  troops 
detached  by  Dumouriez  retired  j thofe  commanded  by  Kellermann 
remained  under  arms,  on  purpofe  to  withdraw  to  the  ftation  ori- 
ginally intended  for  them,  while  the  Pruffians  not  only  retaijied 
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BOOK  I. the  heights  of  La  Lune  and  Gizancourt,  but  completely  blocked 
up  all  intercourfe  with  Chalons,  and  occupied  a pofition  between 
1792.  the  enemy  and  the  capital. 

the^two"  Th  us  ended  the  fkirmifh  of  Valmy,  during  which  only  three  of 
armies.  fQjjj-  hundred  men  were  killed,  although  the  rival  armies  fired  more 
than  forty  thoufand  cannon-fhot.  The  combined  forces  on  this 
occafion,  by  means  of  a mafterly  evolution,  had  contrived  to 
cut  off  all  direct  communication  between  Dumouriez  and  his 
magazines  ; but  they  completely  failed  in  the  main  objed:  of  the 
conteft,  as  the  French  were  neither  beaten  nor  intimidated.  On 
the  contrary,  they  in  the  end  derived  from  this  conteft  all  the 
advantages  that  could  have  been  expeded  from  a fignal  vidory. 

Their  troops,  although  inferior  in  point  of  number,  had 
ftood  the  fhock  and  checked  the  progrefs  of  the  invaders.  The 
national  guards,  contrary  to  expedation,  conduded  themfelves 
with  as  much  bravery  as  the  foldiers  of  the  line ; the  divifion 
under  general  Lynch  in  particular,  fuftained  the  adion  with  all 
the  firmnefs  of  veterans  ; while  the  carabineers  and  grenadiers  com- 
manded by  Valence  difplayed  equal  bravery  and  coolnefs.  Thofe 
Frenchmen  who  expeded  to  have  feen  the  hero  of  the  league  de- 
livering up  Paris  to  the  plunder  of  his  foldiers,  could  fcarcely  give 
credit  to  the  intrepidity  of  their  countrymen ; while  the  courts  of 
Europe  would  not  at  firft  believe  that  a fimple  huflar  *,  and  an 
obfcure  captain  of  cavalry,  fliould  have  been  able  to  foil  com- 
manders who  had  ftudied  the  art  of  war  in  the  fchool  of  the 
immortal  Frederick. 

General  Clairfayt,  who  did  not  arrive  until  the  morning 
after  the  engagement,  aflumed  a pofition  near  Valmy,  having  on 
his  left  wing  the  Pruflian  camp  of  Hans,  and  on  his  right  the 


* Kellermann  was  originally  a private  in  the  legion  of  Conllans ; he  was  after- 
wards promoted,  and  became  a field  officer  in  the  Colonel- General  huflars. 
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advanced  guard,  now  Rationed  on  the  road  leading  to  and  within  BOOK  I. 
four  leagues  of  Chalons.  The  prince  of  Hohenlohe  occupied 
the  heights  of  Gizancourt,  and  the  poll  of  La  Lune,  while  the  U92. 
emigrants  were  placed  in  the  rear.  On  the  other  hand,  the  French 
under  Dumouriez  Hill  retained  their  original  camp,  with  the  right 
inclining  to  Iflettes,  and  the  left  ftrengthened  by  a ftrong  re- 
doubt, provided  with  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon  of  large  dimen- 
fions  ; Kellermann’s  troops  were  ported  to  the  left,  and  in  part 
covered  by  the  Auve  and  inundations. 

The  late  acrtion,  fmce  die-nified  with  the  appellation  of  the  Effeas  of  the 

. _ fkirmifti  at 

battle  of  Valmy^  completely  diflipated  the  illufions  of  Frederick- Valmy. 
William  11.  who,  after  feeing  the  hopes  of  the  emigrants  in  fome 
meafure  realifed  by  the  furrender  of  Longwy  and  Verdun,  is  faid 
to  have  expelled  either  the  immediate  flight  or  defertion  of  the 
French  forces  * j but  their  intrepidity  and  patriotifm  not  only  dif- 
appointed  his  hopes,  but  gave  a new  turn  to  the  war.  The 
veteran  troops,  who  had  negle6ted  on  the  preceding  day  to  carry 
the  heights  of  Valmy  by  the  bayonet,  might  rtill  indeed  have 
marched  rtraight  to  Chalons,  which  was  only  a few  leagues  dirtant ; 
but  the  enemy,  whofe  fuppofed  difadvantages  were  now  fully 
counterbalanced  by  a decided  fuperiority  in  refpedl  to  artillery, 
as  well  as  by  recent  events,  would  have  cut  off  all  communication 
with  Verdun. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  accordingly  began  to  refle£l  ferioufly  on 
the  critical  fituation  to  which  he  was  reduced.  He  had  fully 
acquitted  himfelf  of  his  engagement  to  enter  France.  None  of  the 
armies  appeared  in  the  leart  difpofed  to  join  him,  and  not  a Angle 
department,  or  even  dirtridf,  had  declared  in  favour  of  the  ancient 
monarchy.  He  himfelf  had  already  expended  immenfe  fums, 
and  hazarded  the  exirtence  of  an  army  on  which  the  fecurlty  of 


* Tableau  Hiftorique  & Polit.  t.  II.  p.  283. 
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BOOK  I.  hisown  dominions  depended,  in  behalf  of  the  common  caufe. 

negleded  the  opinion  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
1792.  who  inlifted  foon  after  the  commencement  of  the  campaign,  that, 
in  confequence  of  the  changes  which  had  occurred  in  Paris,  it 
was  become  abfolutely  neceffary  to  give  a fyftematic  direction 
to  the  operations  of  the  combined  armies : for  as  the  French 
monarch  had  been  dethroned,  and  his  party  diffipated,  all  hopes 
of  effedting  a fudden  revolution  were  completely  annihilated.  In 
addition  to  this,  the  fervour  of  his  own  zeal  had  induced  him  to 
negled;  many  neceffary  precautions  j feveral  fortreffes  had  been 
left  in  his  rear ; many  of  his  convoys  had  been  cut  off,  and  not 
only  famine  but  difeafe  already  prevailed  in  his  camp. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

ConduSi  of  Dumouriez — France  is  declared  a Republick — Arrival 
of  the  Deputies  in  the  French  Camp — The  Soldiers  take  the  new 
Oath. 

While  the  combined  army  was  encamped  within  fight,  BOOK  I. 
fifty  thoufand  French  maintained  the  formidable  pofition  of 
St.  Menehould,  and  were  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  i79'2* 
frelh  fuccours  j for  general  d’Harville  was  aflembllng  troops  at  fhl'Trmies!^ 
Rheims,  and  general  Sparre  at  Chalons.  Paris,  Soiflbns,  Epernai, 

Troyes,  and  Vitry,  were  alfo  pouring  forth  fwarms  of  volun- 
teers, unacquainted  Indeed  with  difcipline,  and  impatient  of  re- 
ftraint,  but  zealous  to  fhed  their  blood  for  their  country,  and 
acquire  liberty  and  glory  for  themfelves.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  forces  of  the  allied  courts,  which  had  been  deceived  as  to  the 
oppofition  they  were  likely  to  experience,  became  difpirlted  and 
dejeCted.  They  found  themfelves  entangled  amidft  the  faft- 
nefles  of  a fterile  province,  deftitute  of  water,  forage,  and  pro- 
vifions,  with  a refolute  enemy  in  front,  frefli  levies  pouring  in 
from  all  quarters,  and  their  own  refources  dimlniihing  daily. 

The  garrifons  of  Thionville,  Sedan,  and  Montmedy,  at  the  fame 
time,  haralTed  and  cut  off  their  convoys,  which  arrived  but 
flowly  in  confequence  of  the  circuit  they  were  obliged  to  take 
by  Grandprey,  Longwy,  and  Verdun.  The  autumn,  which  was 
now  far  advanced,  alfo  happened  to  be  wet  and  cold  ; difeafes 
were  generated  ; the  roads  became  nearly  impracticable,  and  it 
was  at  length  almoft  equally  difficult  either  to  advance  or  retire. 

The  combined  forces  might  indeed  have  marched  either  by  Cha- 
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BOOK  1.  Ions  or  Rheims  to  Pans  : but  in  that  cafe  they  muft  have  expofed 
CHAP. VIII.  , . J 1 t r , • rr  , ' rv  ^ 

their  rear-guard  to  the  danger  of  being  cut  off  at  the  pauage  of  the 

1792.  jyiarne,  and  would  alTuredly  have  been  followed  by  Dumouriez  : 
however,  in  an  attempt  of  this  kind  fomething  was  to  be 
hazarded,  and  one  fortunate  battle  might  ftill  have  rendered 
them  mafters  of  the  deftiny  of  France.  But  neither  the  pru- 
dence of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  nor  the  policy  of  the  Pruffian 
cabinet,  would  permit  the  adoption  of  a plan,  which,  although 
it  might  have  reftored  the  Bourbon  race  to  the  throne,  in  the 
event  of  fuccefs,  would  have  fliook  the  ftability  of  the  houfe  of 
Brandenburgh  in  cafe  of  difafter.  Similar  confiderations  pre- 
vented the  commander  in  chief  of  the  combined  army  from  Hik- 
ing a general  attack  on  the  French  camp ; in  fhort,  a difgraceful 
retreat  had  now  become  inevitable,  and  a pretext  was  only  want- 
ing for  that  purpofe. 

Dumouriez  on  the  other  hand  was  equally  aware  of  the 
fuperiority  of  his  own  pofition,  and  the  critical  and  even  de- 
fperate  fituation  of  the  enemy.  But  a different  opinion  prevailed 
at  Paris,  whence  he  received  couriers  daily  with  injunctions  to 
retreat.  It  was  in  vain  he  affured  the  members  of  the  executive 
council  that  their  uneafinefs  was  ill  timed,  and  that  he  would  be 
anfwerable  for  the  event : they  well  knew  that  he  was  deftitute 
of  experience  as  a commander,  and,  although  his  talents  could  no 
longer  be  doubted,  they  had  reafon  to  be  fufpicious  of  his  prin- 
ciples, having  already  fuffered  by  his  perfidy  while  minifter.  In 
addition  to  thefe  confiderations,  they  had  been  lately  deceived 
by  him  in  refpeCf  to  the  camp  of  Grandprey,  which  he  had 
reprefented  as  inexpugnable  but  a few  days  previoufly  to  his 
abandonment  of  it,  in  confequence  of  a grofs  and  very  culpable 
miftake. 

The  romantick  hopes  and  extravagant  projects  of  this  general, 
inftead  of  allaying,  ferved  only  to  increafe  their  fears ; for, 
although  the  combined  forces  were  polled  between  him  and 
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the  capital,  and  the  immediate  communication  with  his  own  ma-liOOK  I. 
gazines  cut  ofF,  he  afferted  with  great  confidence  that  his  Pruflian 
majefty  would  not  be  able  to  penetrate  further  into  Champagne  ; 
and  that  within  the  fliort  fpace  of  ten  days,  his  once-formidable 
army,  confumed  by  hunger  and  difeafe,  muft  be  forced  to  retreat 
through  the  fame  defiles  by  which  it  had  entered  France.  Not 
content  with  this  prediction,  which  was  fpeedily  realifed,  he  alfo 
alfured  them  that  he  fhould  have  time  to  march  to  the  fuccour  of 
Lifle,  now  menaced  by  the  duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen,  and  demanded 
by  way  of  recompence  for  his  fervices,  that  he  might  be  permitted 
to  make  Brulfels  his  head -quarters  during  the  winter,  as  he  in- 
tended to  be  there  by  the  15th  of  November  ! 

But,  although  the  troops  of  the  allied  courts  had  by  this  time 
experienced  many  of  the  difadvantages  incident  to  an  autumnal 
campaign — a wet  feafon,  a defert  province,  and  an  enemy’s 
country — the  general  to  whom  was  entrufted  the  fecurity  of  the 
empire,  was  alfo  expofed  to  fome  difficulties : by  obftinately  per- 
fifting  in  his  original  mode  of  defence,  he  fubjected  himfelf  to 
perfonal  refponfibility  for  all  the  misfortunes  that  might  enfue 
moft  of  the  principal  officers  were  of  opinion  that  he  ought  to 
retire  ; Kellermann  aCfually  threatened  to  defert  him,  and  even 
his  own  camp  began  to  be  menaced  with  famine.  But  the  firm^ 
nefs  of  Dumouriez  faved  France.  Had  he  yielded  to  the  in- 
junctions of  his  fuperiours,  the  advice  of  his  colleague,  or  the 
voice  of  timidity,  a tumultuous  and  diforderly  retreat  would' 
have  enfued ; the  enemy  would  have  eftabliffied  themfelves  in  a 
fruitful  country,  where  they  would  have  recovered  from  their 
fatigues  ; and  a flying  and  difpirited  army  would  have  carried  ter- 
rour,  difcontent,  and  difmay  along  with  it  to  the  capital.  Oppofing,. 
therefore,  the  intrepidity  of  his  character  to  the  current  of  opinion,, 
Dumouriez  determined  at  the  rifk  of  his  life  to  perfevere  ; and 
in  anfwer  to  a letter  from  Servan,  the  minifter  at  war,  Rating 
that  his  obftinacy  in  remaining  at  St;.  Menehould  was  confidered 
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BOOK  I.  criminal,  as  the  Hulans  made  inroads  to  the  veiy  gates  of 
Rheims,  and  laid  wafte  all  the  country  before  them,  he  replied 
1792.  by  means  of  the  following  note  : 

“ I WILL  not  alter  my  plan  on  account  of  a few  marauders. 
There  are  more  than  ten  thoufand  men  in  Rheims,  and  the 
Hulans  whom  they  fulfer  to  ride  up  to  the  very  walls  of  that 
city  are  by  no  means  numerous : let  them  purfue  and  flay 
them.” 

As  the  dire<5t  road  to  Chalons,  where  his  provifions  were  de- 
pofited,  was  now  blocked  up,  he  ordered  his  convoys  to  afcend 
along  the  left  bank  of  the  Marne  to  Vitry ; he  alfo  caufed  new 
roads  to  be  cut,  and  polled  detachments  to  keep  up  the  com- 
munication. But,  notwithftanding  all  his  care,  the  army,  which 
w^as  fometimes  two  or  three  days  without  bread,  began  to  mur- 
mur. On  thefe  occafions,  in  imitation  of  the  generals  of  an- 
tiquity, he  was  accuftomed  to  mingle  with  and  appeafe  the 
foldiery. 

“The  famous  marjQial  Saxe,”  faid  he,  “ has  written  a book  on 
the  art  of  war,  in  which  he  maintains  that  the  regular  delivery 
of  provifions  to  the  troops  fliould  be  difcontinued  at  leaft  once 
a-week,  in  order  to  make  them  lefs  fenfible  of  fuch  a privation 
in  cafes  of  neceflity.  As  for  us  !”  he  would  exclaim,  “ we  have 
not  half  fo  much  reafon  to  complain  as  thefe  Pruffians  encamped 
within  our  fight,  who  are  fometimes  deftitute  of  bread  for  four 
days  in  fucceflion,  and  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  feeding  on  their 
dead  horfes  ! You  have  plenty  of  hogs’-lard,  rice,  and  flour  ; 
make  cakes  with  thefe,  and  liberty  will  give  them  a relilh.” 

At  another  time,  when  a convoy  had  been  retarded,  he  afliimed 
a fevere  air  and  cried  out — 

“ Which  are  the  bad  citizens  who  are  fo  cowardly  as  not  to 
fufliain  hunger  ? Let  them  be  dripped  of  their  arms  and  uniforms, 
and  inftantly  chafed  away.  Such  are  not  worthy  of  par- 
ticipating with  us  in  the  honour  of  faving  our  country!  You 
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cannot  receive  any  bread  before  to-morrow ; fhew  yourfelves  BOOK  i. 
therefore  capable  of  funnounting  every  thing.  No  more  mur- 
murs  : Liberty  for  ever  !”  On  this  the  w'hole  camp  began  to  1792. 
{]^oiit — “ Liberty  for  ever  ! Long  live  our  father  !” 

Nor  was  the  firmnefs  of  Dumouriez  lefs  confpicuous  than  his 
policy.  Seven  battalions  of  federates,  after  committing  a variety 
of  exceffes  at  Chalons,  had  announced  that  they  would  not  fuifer 
epaulets,  croifes,  or  embroidered  uniforms  in  the  army,  and  that 
the  generals  themfelves  fhould  be  forced  to  liften  to  their  repre- 
fentations.  No  fooner  did  the  commander  in  chief  receive  this 
intelligence,  than  he  ordered  them  to  encamp  apart,  with  fome 
fquadrons  of  horfe  behind,  and  cannon  in  front.  ITe  then  rode 
up  to  the  head  of  their  line,  accompanied  by  the  whole  of  his 
Raff,  and  an  efcort  of  an  hundred  hulTars  ; when,  after  furveying 
them  with  a ftern  afpefl,  he  fpoke  as  follows  : 

“ You  ! whom  I cannot  term  either  citizens  orfoldiers,  behold 
the  artillery  in  your  van,  the  cavalry  in  your  rear.  You  have 
difhonoured  yourfelves  by  crimes ; but  know  that  I will  not 
fuffer  affaffins  to  remain  in  my  camp,  and  that  I have  ordered 
you  to  be  cut  to  pieces  on  the  leaft  appearance  of  mutiny.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  you  correct  your  errours,  if  you  promife  to 
condud;  yourfelves  after  the  example  of  the  brave  army  to  which 
you  have  the  honour  to  belong,  you  will  find  in  me  a father.  I 
know  there  are  bad  men  among  you,  who  are  inftruded  to  in- 
ftigate  you  to  the  commiflion  of  crimes  : until  you  chafe  them 
away,  or  denounce  them  to  me,  I render  you  refponfible  for  all 
their  adions.”  Thefe  battalions,  which  he  vifited  daily,  behaved 
afterwards  with  great  gallantry,  and  even  difplayed  more  patience 
than  the  other  troops. 

Finding  that  he  now  began  to  be  popular  among  the  foldiers, 
he  palfed  the  evenings  with  them  around  their  fires,  partook 
of  their  fare,  explained  his  own  pofition  as  well  as  that  of 
the  enemy ; and,  by  way  of  encouraging  them  to  perfeverance, 

VOL.  I.  N N 
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BOOK  I.  boldly  foretold,  that  in  the  courfe  of  a few  days  they  would 
behold  thofe  very  PriilTians  feeking  fafety  in  retreat,  who  had 
17^2.  threatened  to  overwhelm  the  capital  of  France  with  their  venge- 


ance. 

France  de-  WiiiLE  Dumouriez  was  thus  occupied  by  turns  in  oppofing 

dared  a rc-  , i i i i 

publick,  the  enemy,  and  loothmg,  reprimanding,  and  acquiring  the  con- 

fidence of  his  own  troops,  a great  event  had  occurred  at  Paris, 
w’’hich  produced  a complete  change  in  the  nature  and  form  of  the 
government.  At  the  very  moment  when  the  king  of  Pruflla,  at 
the  head  of  an  immenfe  army,  had  driven  the  French  from  the 
camp  of  Grandprey,  and  Longwy  and  Verdun  were  in  poflelfion 
of  the  enemy,  a national  convention  had  aflembled,  royalty  was 
abolifhed,  and  France  declared  a republick 

This  intelligence  foon  reached  the  camp  of  St.  Menehould, 
[Sept.  23.]  and  was  immediately  fucceeded  by  three  commiflioners,  who 
ordered  the  new  oath  of  allegiance  to  be  adminiftered  to  the 
troops ; and  the  commander  in  chief,  even  had  he  been  otherwife 
^”'ed  inclined,  was  under  the  necefiity  of  exhibiting  a prompt  obedience, 
ties,  who  ad-  The  foldicry  were  already  prepared  for  this  event.  Sillery,  who 
^ew'oath.  had  fpent  his  youth  in  the  army  and  attained  the  rank  of  major- 
general,  was  fubtle  and  fedudtive  ; the  veterans  as  well  as  the 
new  levies  were  pleafed  to  behold  an  old  officer  deputed  to  them, 
and  heard  him  with  reverence  and  attention.  Carra,  although 
a man  of  education,  affedted  a popular  eloquence  both  in  his 
newfpaper,  which  was  read  by  all  military  men,  and  in  his 


* National  Convention. — September  21,  1792. 

“ The  national  alTembly  decrees,  that  royalty  is  abolifhed  in  France ; 

“ That  all  publick  a£l;s  (hall  be  dated — ‘ The  firft  year  of  the  French  republick 

“ That  the  feal  of  the  ftate  fhall  be  changed,  and  have  for  legend  ‘ French  re- 
publick j’ 

“ And,  that  die  national  feal  fhall  reprefent  a woman  fitting  on  a bundle  of 
arms,  and  having  in  her  hand  a pike  with  the  cap  of  liberty  upon  it ; on  the 
exergue  fliall  be  engraved  ‘ Archives  of  the  French  republick.’ 
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fpeeches,  which  were  liftened  to  with  joy  by  the  troops;  his  BOOK  i. 
face  alfo  was  well  known  in  the  camp,  and  he  was  perfonally 
acquainted  with  many  of  the  privates  and  fubalterns,  whofe  caufe 
he  had  frequently  efpoufed.  Prieur,  bold,  ardent,  and  burning 
with  zeal,  was  a native  of  Champagne,  the  fcene  of  the  prefent 
conteft,  and  which  had  furnilhed  many  of  the  regiments  that  com- 
pofed  the  army.  In  fhort,  the  deputies  had  been  feledled  on  pur- 
pofe  to  procure  the  acceffion  of  the  army  to  the  late  decree  of  the 
convention ; and  their  fuccefs  did  not  belie  the  expectations  that 
had  been  conceived  of  them,  for,  being  indignant  at  the  fuppofed 
treachery  of  the  king,  and  the  prefence  of  “ a horde  of  foreign 
mercenaries,”  they  confented  with  joy  to  pafs  from  a monarchical 
to  a republican  form  of  government 

Dumouriez,  who  had  received  the  commiffioners  with  open 
arms,  profited  greatly  by  their  prefence.  He  detailed  all  the  advan- 
tages refulting  from  the  formidable  pofition  now  occupied  by  him, 
as  well  as  the  misfortunes  likely  to  enfue  in  the  event  of  a fudden 
retreat.  He  exhibited  the  prifoners  and  deferters  brought  daily 
into  his  camp,  and,  after  ridiculing  the  terrours  prevalent  in  Paris, 
he  infifted  on  the  immenfe  benefit  that  had  already  accrued  from 
the  junction  of  Beurnonville  and  Kellermann,  as  well  as  the 
gallantry  difplayed  by  the  troops  during  the  cannonade  of  Valmy; 
and  concluded  by  requefting  their  confent  to  retain  his  prefent 
ftation  but  one  week  longer,  at  the  end  of  which  period,  if 
the  enemy  did  not  withdraw,  he  was  ready  to  decamp  from  St. 
Menehould  and  crofs  the  Marne, 


* Mem.  du  General  Dumouriez,  t.  III. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


Interview  between  Dumouriez  and  Colonel  Manjiein — Agreement 
for  an  Exchange  of  Prifoners — The  Einigrants  are  excepted — 
The  King  of  PruJJia  afembles  a Council  of  War — Preparations 
for  a decifve  Battle — His  Majefy  determines  to  Retreat — Con~ 
dull  of  the  French  Nobility — Sufferings  of  the  Pruffians — Re~ 
fediions, 

chap' IX  Dumouriez  was  not  miftaken  in  his  conjedures.  The 

Pruflian  monarch  had  already  become  tired  of  a war  whence  he 

1792  • ^ 

[Sept.  22,]  could  reap  neither  glory  nor  advantage,  and  began  to  wilh  for 
fome  pretext  for  withdrawing  his  army,  the  fafety  of  which  had 
now  become  precarious.  It  was  with  this  intention  that  he  fent 
colonel  Manftein,  his  adjutant-general,  to  the  French  head- 
quarters, for  the  purpofe  of  holding  a conference  with  the  com- 
Armlftice.  mander  in  chiefs,  under  colour  of  entering  into  an  agreement 

* Verbal  Propofttlon  by  ManJlcin  to  Dumouriez, 

“ Make  him  your  king  under  the  ftridtefl  limits  that  any  king  ever  was  placed. 
Do  not  content  yourfelf  with  tying  him  up,  like  the  king  of  England,  to  do  nothing 
of  himfelf — make  him  a king  of  Mahrattas — make  him  a ftadtholder — make  him 
the  principal  tax-gatherer  in  the  country — give  him  only  a place — that  is  all  we 
alk — and  then  we  ftiall  have  a pretext  for  retiring.” 

Account  of  a Conference  between  the  French  and  Prujfian  Generals,  previous  to  the 

Retreat  of  the  Combined  Armies. 

[It  was  produced  by  a negotiation  for  preventing  the  vedettes  (centinels)  of  the  two  armies 
from  firing  upon  each  ether,  in  which  the  Pruflian  generals  found  it  neceflary  to  call  for 
the  duke  of  Brunfwiclc.] 

“ The  Duke  of  Brunfwick. — What  are  your  names.  Gentlemen  ? 

La  Baroliere. — My  name  is  Baroliere  that  of  my  colleague  Galbaud. 

The  Duke  to  Galbaud, — It  is  you  who  hath  placed  thefe  cannon.  They  have 
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about  the  mutual  exchange  of  prifoners.  After  many  com-  BOOK  i. 

CHAP  IX 

pliments  on  both  fides,  it  was  finally  refolved  to  difcontinue 
Ikirmilhing  in  front  of  their  refpeftive  camps,  and  a fufpenfion 
of  arms  accordingly  took  place  in  that  direction. 


done  us  fome  harm ; and  I confefs,  that  I cannot  conceive  how  you  could  have  a 
defign  of  bringing  them  fo  near  to  our  redoubt. 

Galbaud. — What  you  fay  proves  the  goodnefs  of  our  operation.  In  truth,  we 
are  very  near  to  you.  But  our  foldiers  know  no  danger,  when  they  labour  for  their 
country. 

Brunfwick. — General  Kalkreuth  has  told  me  of  your  propofal,  as  to  our  giving 
up  the  wood  ; you  mull  agree  that  there  would  be  many  more  difhculties  if  I 
were  lefs  fparing  of  human  blood.  But  before  this  arrangement  is  coneluded,  let 
us  talk  a little  of  your  nation  ; I love  it,  and  that  I have  proved  more  than  once.  I 
am  forry  that  Dumouriez,  upon  the  fubjecS:  of  my  laft  manifefto,  has  been  fo  angry 
with  fome  infignificant  words  that  are  found  in  it.  Such  expreffions  are  for  the 
people ; informed  perfons  know  how  to  eftimate  them  ; and  I am  aftonifted  that 
Dumouriez  Ihould  treat  them  fo  ferioully. 

Galbaud. — Permit  me  to  alk  you,  if  the  French  people,  become  free,  are  not  as 
capable  of  underftanding  the  language  of  truth  as  general  Dumouriez?  Judge 
whether  they  could  fuffer  that  one  of  their  generals,  forgetting  the  refpedd  owed 
to  his  fovereign,  fhould  hear  any  thing  againft  the  national  fovereignty  ! 

Brunfwick. — I do  not  difpute  the  right  of  your  nation  to  regulate  its  govern- 
ment ; but,  has  it  chofen  the  form  which  beft  fuits  its  character  ? This  is  w'hat  is 
generally  doubted  in  Europe  ; and  certainly,  when  I came  into  France,  I had  no 
other  intention  than  to  reftore  order. 

Baroliere. — Permit  me  to  alk  you,  what  power  has  rendered  you  an  interme- 
diate between  the  French  people  and  its  interells  ? [At  this  inftant,  Galbaud  per- 
ceived near  him  the  ci-devant  camp-marlhal  Klinglin,  on  horfeback,  in  uniform, 
and  with  a white  cockade.  In  his  furprife,  he  cried  out,  “ Ah  ! this  is  M.  Klin- 
glin !”  The  latter  anfwered  nothing.  Kalkreuth  whifpered  in  the  duke’s  ear,  who 
contemptuoufly  made  a fign  for  Klinglin  to  retire,  which  he  did.] 

Brunfwick. — You  perceive  how  I treat  the  emigrants.  I have  never  loved 
traitors.  Do  with  them  as  you  will ; they  are  of  little  confequence  to  us.  But  I 
infift  upon  it  that  the  French  nation,  when  they  know  their  interells  better,  will 
return  to  more  moderate  principles. 

Baroliere. — I alk  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  if  it  be  the  author  of  the  manifefto 
who  fpeaks  ? to  him  I can  only  anfwer  with  cannon  Ihot.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it 
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BOOK  I.  Dumouiiiez  with  his  ufual  acutenefs  took  advantaoje  of  this 
event,  for  he  inftantly  difpatched  orders  to  general  Dubouquet, 
^792.  vi^ho  was  Rationed  at  Notre  Dame  de  I'Rpine  in  the  neighbour- 
Brench  hood  of  Chalons,  to  march  at  the  head  of  fixteen  battalions  of 

ncral. 


is  a friend  of  humanity  who  holds  this  language,  to  him  I fhall  fay,  that  the  heft 
proof  he  can  give  of  his  favourable  difpofition,  is  to  evacuate  the  French  territory, 
before  our  armies,  who  daily  accumulate  round  him,  fhall  force  him  to  do  fo.  We 
know  that  the  Prufhans  are  overcome  by  a variety  of  diforders;  that  they  daily  lofe 
men  and  horfes.  In  this  flate  of  things  they  cannot  long  refift,  and  I think  it  would 
be  for  their  intereft  to  fpare  an  ufelefs  efFufion  of  blood.  If  you  will  treat  for  the 
cefTion  of  Verdun,  I doubt  not  that  the  nation  will  grant  whatever  can  be  reconciled 
with  its  interefls,  and  with  the  vengeance  due  for  the  violation  of  our  territory. 

BrunJ’wick. — The  French  are  an  aftonifhing  nation.  Scarcely  have  they  proclaimed 
the  republick,  but  they  affiime  the  language  of  republicans.  As  to  the  reft,  I can  at 
prefent  fay  nothing  to  you  upon  this  fubjedl,  or  upon  that  which  has  brought  me 
to  you  ; I muft  fpeak  to  the  king.  Let  us  agree  to  fufpend  hoftllities  between  our 
vedettes  for  twenty-four  hours  ; let  every  thing  remain  in  Jlatu  quo.  General  Kal- 
kreuth  fliall  come  to  you  to-morrow ; he  is  in  the  king’s  confidence,  and  will  confer 
either  with  general  Dumouriez,  or  with  whomfoever  he  may  appoint.  I am 
happy  to  have  become  acquainted  with  you  : as  to  general  Galbaud,  I fee  with 
pleafure  an  old  officer  of  artillery.  You  have  given  by  your  battery  a fpecimen  of 
the  talents  of  the  ancient  corps  royal.  Continue  both  to  ferve  your  country  well; 
and  believe  me  that,  notwithftanding  the  tone  of  the  manifeftoes,  one  cannot  help 
efteeming  thofe  who  loyally  endeavour  to  enfure  the  independence  of  their  country. 

Kalkreuth. — Permit,  gentlemen,  that,  requiring  your  friendffiip,  I may  ac- 
company you  a few  paces.” 

The  French  party,  upon  quitting  the  Pruffians,  cried  “ Vive  la  Nation  /”  Kalk- 
reuth, aftoniffied,  enquii'ed  if  he  was  fafe.  Galbaud  anfwered,  that  French  faith 
would  guarantee  him.  At  a few  fteps  further,  the  generals  parted. 

This  account  Is  certified  by  the  formal  teftimony  and  fignature  of  general  Gal- 
baud. 

Second  Conference  between  the  French  and  PruJJlati  Generals. 

[The  following  is  tlie  relation  of  a conference  between  the  generals  Dillon  and  Galbaud, 
and  the  Pruffian  general  Kalkreuth,  at  Glorieux,  on  the  nth  of  Oflober.] 

“ Dillon. — Y ou  know,  general,  the  tenour  of  the  fummons  which  I have  given, 
as  one  of  the  generals  of  the  republick,  to  the  Pruffian  commandant  at  Verdun.  I 
ought  to  have  a fpeedy  anfwer.  It  is  full  time  that  foreign  armies  fhould  evacuate 
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infantry  and  two  fquadrons  of  dragoons  to  Frefne  near  Som-  BOOK  I. 

' y \ Tj  TV 

mievre,  while  general  Defpres-Craflier  was  to  advance  with  two 
thoufand  foot  and  a thoufand  horfe  to  Efpenfe  and  Noirlieu.  He  1792. 
alfo  difpatched  eighteen  fquadrons  of  light  horfe  under  Treche- 


o’jr  territory.  This  meafurc  is  a necelTary  preamble  to  every  accommodation ; 
it  is  a refult  of  the  deliberation  of  the  executive  council  of  the  republick,  fancStioned 
by  the  national  council. 

Kalkreuth. — I have  no  particular  milTion  ; but,  having  profelTed  at  all  times  a 
high  efteem  for  the  French  people,  I fhall  deem  myfelf  very  happy  by  concurring 
in  an  accommodation  equally  advantageous  to  the  tvim  nations.  I know  that  the 
king  is  very  much  difpofed  to  hear  all  honourable  propofitions. 

Dillon. — You  are  not  ignorant  that  the  French  have  always  elleemed  the 
Pruffians,  that  they  have  always  blamed  the  monllrous  treaty  of  1756;  but  thea 
the  people  were  Haves,  and  the  arbitrary  will  of  kings,  often  guided  by  the  par- 
ticular interefts  of  the  courtiers,  regulated  the  deftiny  of  nations.  Let  us  pafs  over 
ihefe  politicks ; and  may  the  two  fhates,  better  acquainted  with  their  own  interefts, 
unite  againft  their  common  enemy.  The  French  nation  has  not  commenced  the 
war  v/ith  the  view  of  conqueft. 

Kalkreuth. — Doubtlcfs  there  is  nothing  more  noble  than  this  declaration ; but 
W'hat  fecurity  can  France  give  for  her  perfeverance  in  that  fyftem  ? 

Dillon. — Fler  intereft,  and  the  franknefs  which  ftiould  ferve  as  the  bafe  of  every 
republican  government.  Let  the  king  of  Pruffia  reflecl  upon  this,  and  he  Mdll 
regret  having  fired  the  blood,  and  diflipated  the  treafures  of  his  people,  efpecially 
fince  his  true  policy  was  to  unite  with  us,  and  humble  the  houfe  of  Auftria ; but, 
fince  I alfo  have  no  particular  miffion,  I repeat  to  you,  that,  before  we  treat  of 
fuch  great  Interefts,  the  PrulTian  armies  muft  evacuate  the  French  territory. 

Kalkreuth. — The  fummons  you  have  given  is  liable  to  much  obfervation.  You 
dicftate  laws,  and  yet  you  have  not  gained  a battle.  Our  combined  armies  are  as 
ftrong  as  yours : you  have  Verdun  j but  if  we  had  perfevered  in  guarding  it,  you 
would  not  have  obtained  it  without  a vidlory.  I hope  that  our  conducf  in  giving 
you  up  the  place,  will  prove  to  you  the  defire  of  the  king  to  arrange  all  difputes 
with  France. 

Dillon. — This  affair  being  terminated,  there  remains  another  no  lefs  important ; 
the  furrender  of  Longwy.  The  king  of  Prufffa,  by  giving  up  that  place  im- 
mediately, may  prove  his  defire  of  an  accommodation  with  the  republick  ; and  I will 
not  conceal  from  you  that  we  can  march  two  hundred  thoufand  men  there,  if  it  is 
neceffary. 

Kalkreuth. — Longwy  is  not  occupied  by  the  king’s  troops,  fo  that  the  bufinefs 
does  not  dire6lly  concern  him.  What  he  can  do  is  to  promife  that  he  will  not 
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BOOK  I.  ville,  towards  Sommierve,  Herpont,  and  Moyon,  on  purpofc 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  right  flank  of  the  combined  army  ; 
and  he  repeated  his  injundtions  to  lieutenant-general  d’Harville 
to  proceed  to  Pont-Fauergues,  and  even  as  far  as  St.  Hilary. 

As  the  Pruflians  by  the  armiftice  in  the  van  facrificed  the  emi- 
grants who  had  advanced  in  flank,  the  latter  were  forced  by  thefe 
movements  to  fall  back  from  Suieppe,  which  they  had  reached,  to- 
wards Croix- en- Champagne,  where  they  already  began  to  antici- 
pate the  fate  that  was  preparing  for  them.  But  this  was  not  all ; for 
colonel  Trecheville,  at  the  head  of  a body  of  horfe,  advanced  boldly 
in  the  rear  of  the  PruflTians  and  obtained  much  booty;  while  general 
Neuilly,  marching  from  Papavant  with  the  light  troops,  took  a 
circuit  by  the  foreft  of  Argonne  on  purpofe  to  annoy  the  ene- 


aflift  in  its  defence ; I even  think  myfelf  able  to  alTure  you,  that  his  troops  will 
take  no  part  in  it. 

Dillon. — This  aflurance  is  not  fufficient.  It  is  neceflary  that  the  king  fliould 
ufe  his  influence  for  the  evacuation  of  that  fortrefs  without  the  effufion  of  blood. 

Kalkreuth. — I have  no  power  to  treat.  This  conference  can  be  only  confidered  as 
confidential;  but  I am  perfuaded  that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  induce  the 
furrender  of  Longwy  as  eafily  as  that  of  Verdun. 

Dillon. — The  king  of  Prulfia  may  give  a convincing  proof  of  his  difpofition 
towards  us,  by  feparating  his  armies  entirely  from  thofe  of  his  allies,  and  ceafing 
to  protedl  their  retreat. 

Kalkreuth. — You  know  that  when  travellers  have  promifed  to  make  a journey 
together,  honour  obliges  them  to  go  through  it.  It  is  not  however  necelTary  that 
they  fliould  commence  another.  I take  my  leave,  full  of  efteem  for  the  French 
nation  and  for  you.  I fhall  report  our  converfation  to  the  king,  and  I doubt  not 
of  happy  meafures. 

Dillon Adieu,  general ; I hope  that  there  will  be  no  campaign  next  feafon, 

unlefs  France  and  Pruflia  are  united,  and  that  you  will  affifl;  in  liberating  the  Low- 
countries.  Remind  the  king  of  Pruflia  that  he  cannot  have  a more  glorious  alli- 
ance than  with  a free  people. 

Kalkreuth. — Rely  upon  me,  and  believe  that  no  perfon  eftimates  higher  the  im- 
menfe  advantages  of  fuch  an  alliance  I fliould  rejoice  to  go  to  Paris  myfelf  to 
negotiate  it.” 

M.  M.  Dillon  and  Galbaud  have  certified  this  conference  with  their  names. 
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my’s  left  wing.  Beurnonville’s  advanced  guard  at  the  fame  time  BOOK  I, 
penetrated  by  Marque  acrofs  the  foreft  to  the  old  camp  of  Grand- 
prey,  and  by  cutting  off  the  fupplies  of  provifions,  carried  on  a 1^92. 
ftill  more  fatal  and  deftrudive  fpecies  of  warfare. 

So  adventurous  had  the  French  now  become,  that  a fingle 
fquadron  of  the  huffars  of  Lauzun  traverfmg  the  woods,  in  a part 
never  before  vifited  by  cavalry,  entered  Buzancy  and  deftroyed  a 
convoy  there,  which  they  were  unable  to  carry  away,  after 
making  forty-feven  horfemen  belonging  to  the  efcort  prifoners. 

Colonel  Manstein  having  about  the  fame  time  repaired  to  Second  inter- 

° y view  with 

the  head -quarters  of  Dumouriez,  a treaty  took  place  relative  to  the  Manftein. 

^ ^ ■ rSept  24'*1 

exchange  of  prifoners ; but  it  extended  only  to  the  Pruffian,  Auf-  ' ^ ‘ 

trian,  and  Heflian  troops,  for  the  unfortunate  exiles  were  excluded 

from  any  participation  in  this  cartel,  and  that  too  by  the  exprefs 

confent  of  the  very  monarch  who  pretended  to  have  invaded  France 

for  the  foie  purpofe  of  reftoring  the  king  to  his  throne,  and  the 

nobles  to  their  eftates.  Such  a flagrant  derelidion  of  an  ally,  fo 

grofs  a violation  of  faith  with  confederates,  in  fome  meafurc 

fandions  the  fufpicions  entertained  by  the  French  nation,  as  well 

as  by  many  of  the  befl;  ftatefmen  in  Europe,  relative  to  the 

purity  of  the  motives  by  which  the  combined  powers  were 

aduated. 

The  unhappy  emigrants  being  now  confidered  as  rebels,  in 
confequence  of  thisconcelTion,  the  Pruflian  adjutant-general  alTured 
Dumouriez  that  his  majefty  was  no  longer  defirous  of  continuing 
the  war  againfl;  France,  that  he  did  not  wifh  to  intermeddle  either 
in  refped  to  her  conftitution  or  government,  but  merely  exped- 
ed  that  the  king  fhould  be  liberated  from  his  confinement,  and 
his  authority  reflored  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  exifled  previoufly 
to  the  loth  of  Auguft. 

In  reply  to  thefe  propofitions,  which  were  unnecefTary  before 
the  combined  forces  entered  France,  but  had  become  imprac- 
ticable in  confequence  of  their  aggreflfion,  the  general  prefented 
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BOOK  I.  colonel  Manftein  with  the  official  documents  juft  received  from 
Paris,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  national  aflembly  had  been 
1792.  changed  for  a national  convention,  and  the  monarchy  converted 
into  a republick  ! 

In  the  mean  time  the  utmoft  cordiality  took  place  between  the 
advanced  pofts  of  the  two  armies.  Dumouriez  prefented  the 
king  of  Pruffia  with  coffee,  fugar,  fruit,  and  wheaten  bread, 
which  he  knew  the  monarch  to  be  in  want  of,  while  the  troops 
divided  their  rations  of  provifions  with  the  enemy  who  were 
dying  of  hunger  and  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  the  dyfentery. 

Colonel  Thouvenot,  according  to  inftrudions,  repaired 
next  day  to  the  head-quarters  at  Hans  in  the  rear  of  the  camp  of 
La  Lune,  where  he  was  well  received  by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  j 
and' the  French  general,  wiftiing  to  take  advantage  of  thefe  friendly 
difpofitions,  with  his  ufual  readinefs  and  ability  drew  up  a me- 
morial in  which  he  threw  the  whole  blame  of  the  war  on  the 


Negotia- 

tions. 


* Memorial  to  the  King  of  Prujfta. — Sept.  26,  1792. 

“ The  French  nation  has  undoubtedly  decided  its  fate,  and  foreign  powers 
cannot  refufe  to  acknowledge  the  truth  of  this  aflertion.  They  no  longer  fee  the 
national  affembly,  whofe  powers  were  confined  j whofe  adbs  required  to  be  either 
confirmed  or  abrogated,  to  have  the  force  of  laws  ; who  polfelTed  only  a contefled 
authority,  which  might  have  been  confidered  as  ufurped  j and  who  had  the  wifdom 
to  appeal  to  the  whole  nation,  and  to  requeft  of  themfelves  the  eighty-three  de- 
partments to  put  an  end  to  their  exiftence,  and  to  fupply  their  place  by  a reprefen- 
tation  invefted  with  all  the  powers  and  complete  fovereignty  of  the  French  people, 
authorifed  by  the  conflitution  itfelf,  under  the  name  of  the  National  Convention. 

“ This  aflembly,  the  firft  day  of  its  fitting,  adluated  by  a fpontaneous  move- 
ment, which  is  the  fame  throughout  the  whole  empire,  decreed  the  abolition  of 
royalty.  The  decree  was  every- where  received  with  great  joy;  it  was  every- 
where expedted  with  the  utmoft  impatience ; it  every-where  augments  the  energy 
of  the  people  ; and  at  prefent  it  would  be  impofllble  to  make  the  nation  re-eftablilh 
a throne  overturned  by  the  crimes  which  furrounded  it.  France  then  muft  necef- 
farily  be  confidered  as  a republick,  fince  the  whole  nation  has  declared  the  abolition 
of  monarchy.  This  republick  muft  either  be  acknowledged  or  combated. 

“ The  powers  armed  againft  France  had  not  any  right  to  intermeddle  in  the  de- 
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houfe  of  Auftria,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  king  of  B O O K I. 
Pruflia  that  it  was  his  intereft  to  detach  himfelf  from  an  alliance 
at  once  unnatural  and  difadvantageous.  But  thefe  remarks  appear 
to  have  been  difagreeable  to  his  majefty,  for  an  aide-de-camp  was 


bates  of  theNatlonal  Aflembly  refpe£ting  the  form  of  its  government.  No  power  has  a 
legitimate  pretext  to  Impofe  laws  on  fo  great  a nation  ; they  however  refolved  to  em- 
ploy the  right  of  the  ftrongeft. — But  what  has  been  therefult  ? — The  nation  has  been 
more  incenfed ; they  have  oppofed  force  to  force,  and  certainly  the  advantages  which 
the  numerous  troops  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  and  his  allies  have  gained  are  of  very  little 
confequence.  The  reCftance  which  he  meets  with,  and  which  increafes  as  he 
advances,  is  too  great  not  to  prove  that  the  conqueft  of  France,  reprefented  to  him 
as  very  eafy,  is  abfolutely  impoflible.  Whatever  difference  of  principles  may  exift 
between  the  refpedlable  monarch  who  has  been  mifled,  and  the  French  people, 
neither  he  nor  his  generals  can  any  longer  conlider  that  people,  or  the  armies  which 
oppofe  him,  as  a colleftion  of  rebels. 

“ The  rebels  are  thofe  infatuated  nobles,  who,  after  having  fo  long  oppreffed 
the  nation  in  the  name  of  monarchs,  whofe  throne  they  themfelves  fhook,  have 
completed  the  difgrace  of  Louis  XVI.  by  taking  up  arms  againfl  their  own  country, 
by  filling  Europe  with  their  falfehoods  and  their  calumnies,  and  by  becoming,  in 
confequence  of  a condudf  as  foolifli  as  It  is  criminal,  the  moft  dangerous  enemies 
of  Louis  XVI.  and  of  their  country.  I myfelf  have  often  heard  Louis  XVI.  lament 
their  crimes  and  their  chimeras. 

“ I fhall  leave  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  his  whole  army  to  judge  of  the  condu£I  of 
thefe  dangerous  rebels : — Are  they  cfleemed  or  defpifed  ? I do  not  require  an  anfwer 
to  that  queflion  *,  I already  know  it : yet  thefe  men  are  fuffered  to  remain  in  the 
Pruffian  army,  and  to  form  the  advanced  guard  of  it,  with  a fmall  number  of  Auf- 
trians,  as  barbarous  as  themfelves. 

“ Let  us  now  come  to  the  Auflrians.  Since  the  fatal  treaty  of  1756,  France, 
after  facrificing  its  natural  allies,  became  a prey  to  the  ambition  of  the  court  of 
Vienna.  All  our  treafures  fcarcely  ferved  to  fatiate  the  avarice  of  the  Auflrians.  In 
the  beginning  therefore  of  our  revolution — at  the  opening  of  the  national  aflembly, 
under  the  name  of  the  States- General,  the  intrigues  of  the  court  of  Vienna  were 
multiplied  to  deceive  the  nation  refpe£ling  its  real  interefts  *,  to  miflead  an  un- 
fortunate king,  fuvroundedby  bad  advifers,  and  laftly  to  render  him  perjured. 

“ It  is  the  court  of  Vienna  that  has  occafioned  the  downfal  of  Louis  XVI. 
What  has  been  done  by  that  court,  the  crooked  politicks  of  which  are  too  fubtle  to 
difplay  a bold  and  open  conduft?  It  reprefented  the  French  as  monfters,  while  both 
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BOOK  I,  foon  after  difpatched  by  the  commander  in  chief,  with  a manifefto 
couched  in  the  fame  haughty  tone  as  his  former  proclamations. 
1792.  This  produdion  appeared  fo  harfh  and  ill-timed  to  Dumouriez, 

it  and  the  criminal  emigrants  paid  emiffaries  and  confpirators,  and  kept  up  by  every 
poffible  means  the  moft  frightful  difcord. 

“ This  power,  more  formidable  to  its  allies  than  its  enemies,  has  engaged  us  in  a 
war  againft  a great  king,  whom  we  efteem  ; againft  a nation  which  we  love  and 
which  loves  us.  This  perverfion  of  all  political  and  moral  principles  cannot  long 
continue. 

“ The  king  of  Pruffia  will  one  day  know  the  crimes  of  Auftria,  of  which 
we  have  proofs,  and  will  abandon  it  to  our  vengeance.  I can  declare  to  the 
whole  world,  that  the  armies  united  againft  the  forces  which  now  invade  us  cannot 
be  induced  to  look  upon  the  Pruffians  as  their  enemies,  nor  the  king  of  Pruffia  as 
the  inftrument  of  the  perfidy  and  vengeance  of  the  Auftrians  and  the  emigrants. 
They  entertain  a nobler  idea  of  that  courageous  nation,  and  of  a king  whom  they 
wifli  to  confider  a juft  and  an  honeft  man. 

“ The  monarch,  fay  they,  cannot  abandon  his  allies — Are  they  worthy  of  him  ? 
Has  a man  who  has  aflbciated  with  robbers  a right  to  fay  that  he  cannot  quit  their 
fociety  ? He  cannot,  it  is  faid,  break  his  alliance — Upon  what  is  it  founded  ? — On 
perfidy  and  projects  of  invafion. 

“ Such  are  the  principles  upon  which  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  the  French  nation 
ought  to  reafon,  in  order  to  underftand  each  other. 

“ The  Pruffians  love  royalty,  becaufe  fince  the  great  ele61:or  they  have  had  good 
kings,  and  becaufe  he  who  now  conduces  them  is  doubtlefs  worthy  of  their 
afte£lion. 

“ The  French  have  abollflied  royalty,  becaufe,  fince  the  immortal  Henry  IV. 
they  have  always  had  weak,  proud,  or  timid  kings,  governed  by  miftrefles,  confeflbrs, 
infolent  or  ignorant  mlnifters,  bafe  and  abje£t  courtiers,  who  have  affli£l:ed,  with 
every  kind  of  calamity,  the  moft  beautiful  empire  in  the  univerfe. 

“ The  king  of  Pruffia  has  too  pure  a foul  not  to  be  ftruck  with  thefe  truths.  I 
prefent  them  to  him  for  the  intereft  of  his  own  glory,  and  above  all  for  the  intereft 
of  two  magnanimous  nations,  the  happinefs  or  mlfery  of  which  he  can  fecure  by  on* 
word ; for  it  is  certain  that  his  arms  will  be  refifted,  and  that  no  power  can  fub- 
due  France.  I fliudder  when  I think  on  the  dreadful  misfortune  of  feeing  our  plains 
ftrewed  with  dead  bodies,  from  a vain  idea  of  a point  of  honour,  for  which  the 
king  himfelf  will  one  day  bluffi,  when  he  fees  his  army  and  his  treafure  facrificed 
to  a fyftem  of  perfidy  and  ambition,  in  which  he  has  no  ffiare,  and  to  which  he 
is  rendered  the  dupe. 

“ In  the  fame  degree  that  the  French  nation,  become  a republick,  is  violent  and 
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that  he  fpoke  to  the  officer  to  whofe  care  it  had  been  entrufted  BOOK  i. 

r 1,  CHAP.  IX. 

as  rollows  : 

“Sir,  I took  the  liberty  to  tranfmit  a memorial  to  the  king  of  ^792. 
Pruffia,  but  I did  not  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick, 


capable  of  making  every  effort  againft  its  enemies,  in  the  fame  degree  it  is  generous- 
and  affedlfionate  towards  its  friends.  Incapable  of  bending  its  head  before  armed 
men,  it  will  give  every  fuccour,  and  even  expend  its  blood  for  a generous  ally : and 
if  ever  there  was  an  epoch  when  the  affe61:ion  of  a people  could  be  depended  on,  it 
is  that  when  the  general  will  forms  the  invariable  principles  of  a government ; it  is 
that  when  treaties  are  no  longer  fubjedled  to  the  infidious  politicks  of  minifters  and 
courtiers.  If  the  king  of  Pruflia  will  confent  to  negotiate  with  the  French  nation,  it 
will  become  a generous,  powerful,  and  unchangeable  ally  ; but  if  the  illufion  of  a 
point  of  honour  fhall  continue  to  prevail  over  his  virtues,  his  humanity,  and  his  real 
interefts,  he  will  then  find  enemies  worthy  of  him,  who  will  combat  him  with  regret, 
but  combat  to  the  utmoft,  and  who  will  be  continually  fucceeded  by  avengers, 
whofe  number  daily  increafes,  and  whom  no  human  efforts  will  prevent  from  living 
©r  dying  free. 

“ Is  it  poffible  that  the  king  of  Pruffia,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  true  policy,  im- 
mutable juftice,  and  humanity,  ffiould  confent  to  be  the  inftrument  of  the  will  of 
the  perfidious  court  of  Vienna ; ffiould  facrifice  his  brave  army  and  his  treafures 
to  the  ambition  of  that  court,  which,  in  a war  it  has  been  direfted  to  undertake, 
has  the  fineffe  to  expofe  its  allies,  and  to  furniffi  only  a fmall  contingency,  while 
it  alone,  were  it  brave  and  generous,  ought  to  fupport  the  whole  burden  The 
king  of  Pruffia  at  prefent  can  a£t  the  nobleft  part  that  any  king  ever  adled.  His 
operations  alone  have  been  attended  with  fuccefs  ; he  took  two  towns  ; but  this 
fuccefs  was  owing  to  treachery  and  cowardice.  Since  that  he  has  found  free  and 
brave  men,  from  whom  he  cannot  withhold  his  efleem.  He  will  ftill  find  a greater 
number ; for  the  army  which  flops  his  march  increafes  every  day  *,  it  is  in  excellent 
difcipline,  and  animated  by  the  fame  fpirit.  It  has  been  freed  from  traitors  and 
cowards,  who  might  have  excited  an  idea  that  France  could  be  eafily  conquered  ; 
and  inftead  of  defending,  k will  foon  attack,  unlefs  a reafonable  negotiation  make  a 
diflin£lion  between  the  king  and  his  troops,  whom  we  efteem,  and  the  Auftrians 
and  the  emigrants,  whom  we  defpife.  It  is  time  that  an  open  and  fincere  ex- 
planation ffiould  terminate  our  difcuffions,  or  confirm  them,  and  enable  us  to  know 
our  real  enemies.  We  will  combat  them  with  courage  ; we  are  upon  our  own  foil; 
we  have  to  avenge  the  excefles  committed  in  our  country  *,  and  it  may  be  readily 
believed  that  a war  againft  republicans  proud  of  their  liberty  muft  be  a bloody 
war,  which  can  never  end  but  with  the  entire  deftru£lion  of  the  oppreffors  or  the 
cppreffed. 


“ This 
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FO  O K I.  who  undoubtedly  mlftakes  a French  commander  in  chief  for  a 
K.  burgo-mafler  of  Amfterdam  : tell  him,  that  the  truce  ceafes  from 
1792.  this  moment,  and  that  I have  given  orders  for  that  purpofe  in 
your  prefence.” 


This  dreadful  reflexion  ought  to  agitate  the  heart  of  a juft  and  humane  prince. 
He  ought  to  confider  that  inftead  of  protedling  by  his  arms  Louis  XVI.  and  his 
family,  the  more  he  continues  our  enemy,  the  more  he  will  aggravate  their  ca- 
lamities. 

“ I hope,  for  my  part,  that  the  king,  whofe  virtues  I refpe£t,  and  who  has  fhewn 
me  marks  of  efteem  which  do  me  honour,  will  be  pleafed  to  read  with  attention 
this  note,  ditftated  by  the  love  of  humanity  and  of  my  country.  He  will  pardon 
the  hurry  and  incorrecftnefs  of  the  ftyle  of  thefe  truths  from  an  old  foldier,  oc- 
cupied ftill  more  eflentially  with  military  operations,  which  muft  decide  the  fate  of 
the  war. 

(Signed)  “ Dumouriez, 

“ Commander  of  the  army  of  the  North.” 

Memorial  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwtck. 

When  their  majefties,  the  emperour  and  the  king  of  Pruflla,  In  entrufting  me 
with  the  command  of  the  armies  which  thefe  two  allied  fovereigns  caufed  to  march 
into  France,  rendered  me  the  organ  of  their  intentions,  publiflied  in  the  two  de- 
clarations of  the  25th  and  27th  of  July,  1792,  their  majefties  were  far  from  fup- 
pofing  that  fuch  fcenes  of  horrour  could  take  place,  as  thofe  which  preceded  and 
paved  the  way  for  the  imprifonment  of  their  majefties  the  king  and  queen  of 
France,  and  the  royal  family.  Such  crimes,  an  example  of  which  can  fcarcely  be 
found  in  the  hiftory  of  lefs  polifhed  nations,  were  not  the  utmoft  boundary  which 
the  audacity  of  fome  faftious  men,  who  had  rendered  the  people  of  Paris  the  blind 
inftruments  of  their  wills,  prefcribed  to  their  criminal  ambition.  The  fufpenfion 
of  the  king,  and  of  all  the  fundlions  which  had  been  referred  to  him  by  that  very 
conftitution  which  has  fo  long  been  declared  to  be  the  will  of  the  whole  nation, 
was  the  laft  crime  of  the  national  aiTembly,  which  brought  upon  France  the  two 
terrible  fcourges  of  war  and  anarchy.  There  is  one  ftep  more  only  to  be  taken 
in  order  to  perpetuate  them ; and  the  fpirit  of  infatuation,  the  fatal  forerunner  of 
the  fall  of  empires,  will  foon  precipitate  thofe  who  alTume  to  thcmfelves  the  title 
of  deputies  chofen  by  the  nation  to  fecure  its  rights  and  its  happinefs  upon  the 
moft  folid  bafis.  The  firft  decree  which  their  aflembly  pafted  was  the  abo- 
lition of  royalty  in  France  j and  a fmall  number  of  Individuals,  fome  of  whom 
were  foreigners,  affumed  to  themfelves  the  right  of  balancing  the  opinion  of 
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The  neceflary  preparations  were  accordingly  made,  and  the  BOOK  I. 
army  rejoiced  greatly  at  the  event,  for  they  began  to  be  jealous 
of  the  frequent  communications  that  took  place  between  their 
general  and  the  Pruffians. 

fourteen  generations,  who  have  filled  the  fourteen  centuries  of  the  exiftence  of  the 
French  monarchy.  This  ftep,  at  which  the  real  enemies  of  France  ought  to  re- 
joice, if  they  could  fuppofe  that  it  would  have  a lafting  efFe£t,  is  direftly  oppofite 
to  the  firm  refolution  which  their  majefties  the  emperour  and  the  king  of  Prulfia 
have  taken,  and  from  which  thefe  two  allied  fovereigns  will  never  depart,  of  re- 
Itoring  to  his  moll  chrillian  majefty  liberty,  fafety,  and  royal  dignity,  or  of  exer- 
cifing  juft  and  exemplary  vengeance  againft  thofe  who  fhall  any  longer  dare  to 
infringe  them. 

For  thefe  reafons  the  underfigned  declares  to  the  French  nation  in  general,  and 
to  each  individual  in  particular,  that  their  majefties  the  emperour  and  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  invariably  attached  to  the  principle  of  not  intermeddling  with  the  interiour 
government  of  France,  neverthelefs  perfift  in  requiring  that  his  moft  chrillian 
majefty,  as  well  as  the  whole  royal  family,  lhall  be  immediately  fet  at  liberty  by 
thofe  who  detain  them  prifoners. 

“ Their  majefties  infift  alfo,  that  the  royal  dignity  in  France  fhall  be  Immediately 
re-eftablilhed  in  the  perfon  of  Louis  XVI.  and  of  his  fuccelTors ; and  that  fuch 
meafures  may  be  purfued  as  may  fecure  that  dignity  from  infults  fimilar  to 
thofe  to  which  it  has  been  lately  expofed.  If  the  French  nation  has  not  en- 
tirely loft  fight  of  its  true  interefts,  and  if,  free  in  its  refolutions,  it  wifhes 
to  put  a fpeedy  end  to  the  calamities  of  a war,  which  fubjedl  fo  many  provinces 
to  all  the  evils  that  follow  in  the  train  of  armies,  it  will  not  delay  a moment  to 
declare  its  opinion  in  favour  of  the  peremptory  demand  I now.  addrefs  to  it  in  the 
name  of  their  majefties  the  emperour  and  the  king  of  Prulfia ; and  which,  if 
refufed,  will  immediately  bring  upon  a once  flourifhing  kingdom  new  and  more, 
terrible  difafters. 

“ The  courfe  which  the  French  nation  may  adopt  in  confequence  of  this  de-- 
claration,  will  either  extend  and  perpetuate  the  fatal  effe£ls  of  an  unhappy  war,  by 
deftroying,  in  the  fuppreffion  of  royalty,  the  means  of  re-eftablifhing.  and  main- 
taining the  ancient  connections  between  France  and  the  fovereigns  of  Europe — 
or  will  open  negotiations  for  the  eftablifhment  of  peace,  order,  and  tranquillity, 
which  thofe  who.  alTume  to  themfelves  the  title  of  depofitaries  of  the  will  of  the 
nation  are  the  moft  interefted  to  reftore  as  fpeedily  as  they  are  neceflary  to  that 
kingdom. 

(Signed)  “ C.  F.  G.  Duke  OF  Brunswick  Lunenbourg.” 

“ Hcad-quarters-general,  at  Flans  in 
Champagne,  Sept.  28,  1792.” 
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The  conferences  having  been  thus  broken  off,  the  fituation  of 
the  grand  army  became  every  moment  more  critical,  but  it  might 
ftill  have  been  relieved  from  its  embarraffments  by  a vidlory,  and 
a council  of  war  was  accordingly  held  for  the  purpofe  of  deciding 
on  the  propriety  of  giving  battle.  Thirteen  generals  were  alTembled 
upon  this  occafion,  and  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  is  faid  to  have 
contented  himfelf  with  briefly  recapitulating  the  ftate  of  his  own 
forces  and  that  of  the  French.  ' The  marfhal  de  Caftries,  after  a 
fhort  preface,  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  an  immediate  adlion 
fhould  take  place,  which  was  inftantly  alfented  to,  and  the  order  of 
attack  actually  agreed  upon.  General  Clairfayt  with  the  Auftrians 
was  to  alTail  the  enemy’s  right  flank  commanded  by  Dumouriez ; 
the  PrulTians  were  to  march  at  the  fame  time  againft  Kellermann, 
while  the  emigrants  headed  by  the  count  d’Artois  in  perfon  were 
to  carry  the  redoubts 

Frederick-William  II.  having  thus  agreed  to  hazard  the 
event  of  a battle  in  exprefs  oppofition  to  the  private  opinion  of 
the  commander  in  chief,  the  necelTary  inftrudfions  were  accord- 
ingly iflTued  for  that  purpofe ; but  after  the  combined  army  had 
been  drawn  out  and  the  fignal  for  adtion  was  expedled  with  im- 
patience, the  fickle  monarch  with  his  ufual  irrefolution  com- 
manded the  troops  to  retire  f . 

As  it  was  not  now  judged  advifeable  either  to  advance  or  rifk 
a general  adtion,  and  the  daily  havock  of  famine  and  difeafe  in- 
creafed  in  the  allied  camp,  proper  precautions  were  adopted  to 
withdraw  the  troops  as  foon  as  polfible  from  this  fcene  of  death 
and  defolation.  But  no  fooner  did  the  gallant  French  nobles  com- 
manded by  the  marlhals  de  Broglio  and  Caftries  receive  intel- 
ligence that  this  humiliating  meafure  was  determined  upon,  than 
they  were  reduced  to  defpair.  They  had  fupported  inceflant 


* Hilloire  Philofophique  de  la  Revolution  de  France,  t.  II.  p.  228. 
f Tableau  Hiftorique  & Politique  de  TEurope,  par  Segur,  ex-embafladeu*. 
2d  edition,  t.  II. 
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fatigue  and  continual  difguft  without  murmur,  in  the  hope  of  B O O K i. 
at  length  fighting  a decifive  engagement,  on  the  fuccefs  of  which 
they  placed  the  moft  implicit  reliance.  Their  furprife  was  ex-  179?. 
treme  when  they  heard  of  a retreat,  in  confequence  of  w'hich 
they  would  be  devoted  to  mifery,  opprobrium,  and  death.  A 
number  of  the  chiefs  being  fuddenly  convoked  at  the  head- 
quarters in  the  caftle  of  Vouziers,  the  count  d’ Artois  was  ac- 
cordingly deputed  by  them  to  wait  on  the  king  of  Pruffia  and 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  order  to  reprefent  their  critical  fitua- 
tion.  The  brother  of  Louis  XVI.,  whofe  reprefentations  are  faid 
to  have  been  alfo  fupported  by  thofe  of  general  Clairfayt,  fup- 
plicated  thefe  auguft  perfonages  in  the  firft  place  to  abjure  fo  fatal 
a refolution  ; on  this  his  royal  highnefs  was  informed  in  reply, 
that  the  allies  had  been  grofsly  deceived  by  the  reprefentations  of 
the  emigrants,  and  that  it  was  no  longer  prudent  to  perfevere. 

The  count  then  requefted  that  the  Auftrians  and  French  alone 
might  be  permitted  to  march  againft  and  attack  the  enemy ; but 
this  favour  was  alfo  denied,  and  from  that  moment  the  caufe  of 
thefe  titled  exiles  became  hopelefs  ! 

In  the  mean  time  the  troops  who  had  threatened  to  avenge 
the  caufe  of  fovereigns,  to  reftore  the  difpolTefTed  nobles,  to 
rebuild  the  violated  altars,  and  to  reinftate  the  depofed  monarch, 
were  obliged  to  take  advantage  of  the  night  in  order  to  conceal 
their  flight  and  enfure  their  own  fafety.  The  camp  of  La  Lune  Retreat  of 
was  accordingly  abandoned  late  in  the  evening,  and  in  the  courfe  forces!”^’"^*^ 
of  the  fucceeding  morning  the  main  body  fell  back  about  a league, 
the  artillery  and  heavy  baggage  having  been  fent  off  before. 

On  receiving  this  intelligence,  Dumouriez  immediately  fent  a 
courier  to  the  minifter  at  war  ■*,  and  difpatched  general  Dam- 

* Copy  of  a Letter  from  General  Dumouriez  to  the  Minifer  at  War. 

“ My  dear  Servan, 

The  Pruflians  are  in  full  retreat ; the  brave  Beurnonville,  who  has  been 
chriflened  the  ‘ French  Ajax,’  has  taken  within  thefe  two  days  from  them  above 
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BOOK  I.  plerre  with  a brigade  of  infantry  j the  latter  found  the  ground 
lately  occupied  by  the  Pruffians  llrewed  with  the  carcafes  of  men 
1792,  and  horfes,  while  the  ditches  were  fo  full  of  blood  that  many  of  the 
fick  had  fallen  into  them  and  adlually  periflied  there.  Such  a po- 
fition  as  this  became  untenable,  on  account  of  the  infe<ffion  arifing 
from  epidemick  maladies,  and  it  was  accordingly  relinquifhed  by 
the  French. 

In  the  mean  time  a under  general  d’Harville  was  ordered 
to  pufh  forward  to  Chene-populeux,  on  purpofe  to  fall  on  the 
rear-guard  of  the  emigrants,  who  were  expected  to  retreat  through 
that  pafs,  while  general  Miaczinfki  was  to  advance  on  the  fide  of 
Tannay  and  harafs  the  unhappy  fugitives  in  their  flight  towards 
Stenay  or  Mouzon.  Chazot  was  inftruded  to  hang  on  the  rear 
of  fuch  of  the  Pruflian  columns  as  might  take  the  road  to 
Longwy  i Stengel,  and  Frecheville,  were  to  annoy  them  on  the 
fide  of  Conde,  and.  Dillon  on  the  path  leading  to  Verdun  ; 
while  Valence  with  a powerful  body  of  carabineers,  cavalry, 
grenadiers,  and  chaffeurs,  was  intended  to  overwhelm  all  oppo- 
fition. 

But,  whether  from  the  orderly  retreat  of  the  Prufllans,  the 
difputes  between  Kellermann  and  Dumouriez,  or  a fecret  agree- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  latter,  certain  it  is,  that  the  grand  army 


four  hundred  men,  more  than  fifty  waggons,  and  above  two  hundred  horfes.  By 
what  we  can  learn  from  the  prifoners  and  deferters,  their  army  is  wafted  by  fatigue, 
famine,  and  the  bloody  flux.  The  enemy  march  always  by  night,  only  going  one 
or  two  leagues  during  the  day-time  to  cover  their  baggage  and  artillery. 

“ I have  reinforced  Beurnonville,  who  has  above  twenty  thoufand  men,  and  who 
will  not  reft  until  he  has  exterminated  them.  This  day  I fhall  join  and  aflift  him. 
I have  fent  you  copies  of  my  correfpondence  with  the  enemy,  which  I have  caufed 
to  be  printed  that  no  fufpicion  may  arife. 

“ I hope,  if  the  troops  have  any  confidence  in  me,  to  winter  at  BruflTels.  AlTure 
the  auguft  alTembly  of  the  fovereign  people  that  I will  not  reft  until  I have  ren- 
dered the  tyrants  incapable  of  doing  us  any  further  mifchief. 


" Dumouriez.” 
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efFe£ted  its  efcape  without  experiencing  fo  many  difficulties  as  B o o K i. 
might  have  been  expeded.  The  French  commander  in  chief,  in- 
Head  of  attending  to  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  fpent  the  whole 
of  the  firft  day  in  his  camp ; the  two  next  were  confumed  in 
negotiations  with  his  colleague,  whofe  condud;  he  loudly  cenfures, 
and  he  himfelf  did  not  put  his  own  troops  in  motion  until  the 
6th  of  Odober. 

In  the  mean  time  the  detachment  under  Valence  advanced 
and  feized  on  fome  baggage  and  a few  ftragglers,  while  the  light 
troops  headed  by  Beurnonvilie  entered  Grandprey  and  took  fome 
prifoners,  but  they  permitted  the  fick  to  retire  unmolefted,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  danger  of  contagion  : of  thefe  miferable  wretches, 
the  unhappy  vidims  of  ambition,  many  perifhed  by  difeafe 
and  hunger  in  the  woods.  The  route  of  the  retreating  army 
might  be  traced  by  the  carcafes  of  the  men  and  horfes  that  were  troops, 
fcattered  along  the  road,  as  well  as  by  the  famifhed  and  enfeebled 
afped  of  their  furviving  companions,  whofe  ghaftly  countenances 
befpoke  their  impending  fate.  Had  Dumouriez  come  up  with 
the  main  body,  while  the  other  generals  attacked  the  enemy  in 
flank,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  forces  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia  would  have  been  annihilated ; but  they  were  permitted  to 
retreat  in  fafety,  and  left  to  ftruggle  with  difeafe  rather  than  the 
fword. 

It  happened  otherwife  with  the  unfortunate  emigrants,  for  gene- 
ral Miaczinfki,  who  lay  in  ambufh  with  fome  light  troops  and  artil- 
lery near  Tannay,  after  furprifing  and  putting  them  to  flight,  took 
part  of  their  baggage.  About  the  lame  time  Frederick- William  II. 
purchafed  the  fafety  of  one  of  his  detachments  by  the  ceffion  of 
Verdun  ; Longwy  furrendered  by  capitulation  * on  the  2 2d  of 


* Camp  de  Martw-Fontaine^  le  \^e  Octohre^  1792. 

Sa  majefte  le  roi  de  Prufle  etant  refolu  de  faire  evacuer  la  ville  et  forterefle  dc 
Longwy,  la  prefente  convention  a ete  arretee  entre  nous  fouflignes,  le  citoyen 
Fran9ois-Cyrus  Valence,  lieutenant-general  des  arniees  de  la  republique,  et  le 
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BOOK  I.  Odober,  while  Kellermann  appeared  rather  to  conduct  than  pur- 
fue  the  PrufTians  out  of  the  territories  of  the  republick. 

17^2.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Auftrians  were  repeatedly  attacked 
by  general  Dillon,  and  both  the  vidfors  and  the  vanquifhed  feem 
to  have  exhaufted  their  wrath  on  the  unhappy  nobles.  Inftead  of 
being  detached  in  front,  they  were  frequently  employed  in  the 
rear-guard.  The  aged,  the  wounded,  and  the  infirm,  unable  to 
keep  up  with  the  main  body  of  the  combined  army,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  their  own  countrymen  and  were  fhot,  while  the  Pruflian 
huflars  pillaged  their  baggage  with  the  moft  unparalleled  cruelty 
and  infolence  It  is  impoffible  to  confider  the  fate  of  thefe 
gallant  exiles  without  pity  ; nor  can  the  time  and  manner  in 
which  they  were  abandoned,  be  contemplated  without  the  moft 
lively  indignation ! 

Biftreffesof  Qn  the  whole,  the  retreat  of  the  Pruflians  from  Champagne 

thePruffian  , ni-mi  . 

army.  was  effected  with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  and  it  is  extremely  pro- 


comte  de  Kalkreuth,  lieutenant-general  de  fa  majefte  le  roi  de  Prufle,  pleinement 
■autorifes  a cct  efFet. 

Art.  1.  La  porte  de  France  de  la  forterefle  de  Longwy  fera  remife  aux  troupes 
Fran9aises  le  22e  du  courant,  la  ville  totaleinent  evacuee  24  heures  apres. 

II.  Toute  I’artillerie  et  les  magafins  feront  remis  dans  I’etat  ou  ils  etaient  lors  de 
la  reddition  de  la  place,  a I’officier  defigne  par  le  general  Kellermann  pour  la 
recevoir. 

III.  Pour  les  malades  et  efFets,  il  en  fera  agi  comme  a Tevacuation  de  Verdun. 

IV.  Le  general  Kalkreuth  enverra  un  officier  pour  prevenir  de  la  fortie  des 
troupes,  afin  d’eviter  tout  accident,  des  qu’elles  auront  acheve  de  pafler  la  porte  de 
Bourgogne. 

V.  Si  par  hafard  il  arrivait  quelque  evenement  imprevu,  cela  ne  changera  rien 
aux  precedens  articles  de  la  capitulation.  Les  coupables  feront  punis,  et  la  con- 
vention execute'e. 

VI.  Pour  donner  plus  d’authenticite  a la  prefente  convention,  elle  fera  fcellee  du 
cachet  du  peuple  Fran^ais,  et  de  celui  de  fa  majefte  le  roi  de  Prufte. 

(Signe,  etc.)  Valence,  Lt.  G. 

Kalkreuth,  Lt.  G. 

* See  “ Precis  Hiftorique,  par  Lacretelle,”  1. 1,  p.  444. 
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bable,  notwlthftanding  the  acknowledged  talents  of  the  duke  of  BOOK  i. 
Brunfwick  and  the  bravery  and  perfeverance  difplayed  on  this 
occafion  by  the  king  of  Prullia  himfelf,  that  if  the  whole  French  1792, 
army  had  proceeded  in  purfiiit,  while  Cuftine  advanced  on  the 
fide  of  Coblentz,  they  would  have  been  reduced  to  the  neceffity 
of  capitulating  '*.  The  diftance  from  the  camp  of  La  Lune  to 
Luxembourg  does  not  exceed  twenty-eight  leagues,  yet  no  lefs 
than  three  whole  weeks  were  confumed  in  the  route.  As  part  of 
the  way  led  through  a marfhy  country,  and  the  roads  were 
broken  up  by  the  rains,  while  the  neighbouring  rivers  overflowed 
their  banks,  but  little  progrefs  could  be  made ; accordingly  the 
troops  often  marched  from  break  of  day  until  night,  without 
advancing  more  than  five  or  fix  miles.  The  whole  army  was 
literally fajl  in  the  7nud  during  a week,  before  the  village  of 
Grandprey  ; and  in  order  to  fave  the  artillery  it  became  neceflary 
to  cut  down  part  of  the  neighbouring  forefts,  and  by  placing  the 
trees  fide  by  fide  a new  road  was  conftrudted,  with  infinite  toil, 
for  the  cannon  and  baggage. 

In  the  mean  time  the  generals  Stengel,  Beurnonville,  Galbaud, 
and  Chazot,  although  at  too  great  a diftance  to  produce  any  con- 
liderable  effed,  hung  upon  their  flanks  and  rear,  cut  off  the 
ftragglers,  and  deftroyed  all  the  forage  and  provifions  they  could 


* It  appears  pretty  evident,  notwlthftanding  the  exprefs  denial  of  Dumouriez 
in  the  three  volumes  of  Memoirs  written  fome  time  after  he  had  fled  from  France, 
that  a fecret  convention  a£Iually  took  place  between  him  and  the  king  of  PrulTia  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  latter  ftiould  be  permitted  to 
retreat  with  as  few  obftacles  as  the  neceflary  appearances  of  hoftility  would  per- 
mit, provided  the  court  of  Berlin  undertook  to  feparate  its  interefts  from  thofe  of 
the  coalition.  On  the  other  hand  it  feems  to  have  been  expefted,  that  the  French, 
confining  their  operations  to  the  Auftrian  Low-countries,  fhould  no  longer  harafs 
Germany  with  incurfions. 

But  this  treaty  was  never  ratified  by  the  executive  council,  as  the  efforts  of  Cuf- 
tine, whofe  unexpedled  fucceffes  had  dazzled  the  minds  of  the  people,  would 
have  been  thereby  rendered  abortive. 
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find  in  the  neighbourhood.  Valence,  on  being  nominated  to 
! fucceed  Arthur  Dillon,  attacked  and  carried  feveral  of  their  polls, 
and  obliged  them  to  agree  to  the  furrender  of  Longwy  and  the 
evacuation  of  Verdun  before  he  would  confent  to  an  armiftice 

At  length  the  Prulfian  army  reached  Aullrian  Flanders,  re- 
duced to  the  moll  deplorable  Hate  by  famine  and  the  dyfentery, 
with  the  furviving  foldiers  entirely  dellitute  of  Ihoes,  clothes,  and 
not  unfrequently  even  of  arms.  All  the  way  from  the  heights  of 
Hans  to  the  fortrefs  of  Luxembourg  was  llrewed  with  the  wreck 
of  the  fugitives  ; the  camp  equipage  was  abandoned,  and  half,  of 
the  cavalry  either  killed  or  rendered  unfit  for  fervice. 

Thus,  after  the  lofs  of  upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  Prulfian 
and  Aullrian  troops,  the  facrifice  of  the  French  king,  princes,  and 
nobility,  and  the  recognition  of  that  very  republick  which  had  been 
threatened  with  annihilation,  ended  this  memorable  campaign;  in 
which,  perhaps  for  the  firll  time  in  the  annals  of  mankind,  the 
fate  of  a great  empire  was  decided  without  a battle.  A variety  of 
obvious  caufes  may  be  alfigned  for  the  failure  of  this  expedition. 
The  grand  army  took  the  field  at  too  late  a feafon  of  the  year  for 
efFe<flive  operations ; the  indiferiminate  vengeance  of  the  allied 
courts,  inllead  of  dividing,  united  France ; the  houfe  of  Aullria, 
in  confequence  of  a recent  war  with  the  Turks,  had  been  ren- 
dered unable  to  fulfil  its  engagements ; while  the  increafmg 
jealoufies  of  ancient  rivallhip,  and  the  fecret  and  perhaps  feparate 
views  of  thofe  princes  who  publickly  profelTed  to  rellore  the  mitre 
and  the  crown,  perpetually  intervened,  fo  as  to  prevent  a cordial 
union.  To  thele  are  to  be  added  the  difficulties  of  the  original 
enterprife,  the  conllitutional  verfatility  of  the  hero  of  the  league. 


* This  armiftice  is  fo  far  memorable,  as  it  afforded  the  firft  opportunity  of  recog- 
nifing  the  republick,  by  the  admiffion  of  the  following  article: 

Pour  donner  a la  prefente  convention  la  plus  grande  authenticite,  elle  fera 
revetue  du  fcean  du  PeupU  Frangais,  et  de  celui  de  S.  M.  le  roi  de  Pruffe.” 
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the  deficiency  in  refped;  to  battering  cannon,  the  prevalence  of  B O o K i. 
death  and  difeafe,  the  critical  irruption  of  Cuftlne  into  the 
empire,  the  fteady  patriotifin  of  the  republican  troops,  the  im- 
menfe  fuperiority  of  the  French  artillery,  the  difaffeftion  of  the 
nation  to  the  caufe  of  the  invaders,  and  the  perfeverance  of  Du- 
mouriez,  who  not  only  feleded  excellent  pofitions,  but  taught 
his  raw  foldiers  to  look  the  veteran  legions  of  Germany  in  the 
face. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  bafeft  as  well  as  the  moft  generous 
motives  have  been  urged  with  the  moft  confident  aflurance. 

Some  have  not  fcrupled  to  aflert  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  was 
bribed  with  the  crown  jewels  ; while  others  have  maintained,  with 
an  equal  degree  of  improbability,  that  his  majefty  was  arrefted 
in  his  career  of  vengeance  by  a letter  from  Louis  XVI.,  in 
which  the  captive  monarch  fupplicated  his  forbearance,  as  the 
only  ranfom  that  would  be  accepted  for  his  own  exiftence  and 
that  of  his  illuftrious  family 

The  world  has  been  long  in  pofleflion  of  the  oftenfible  caufes 
which  are  faid  to  have  produced  this  unfuccefsful  irruption  ; but 
the  fecret  motives  and  precife  intent,  luckily  perhaps  for  the  pro- 
jectors, remain  to  this  day  undefined  : the  difaftrous  confequences 
that  have  refulted  from  it  are,  however,  no  longer  equivocal. 

Such  was  the  fatal  impolicy  of  the  original  meafure,  that  it  in- 
volved in  certain  ruin  all  thofe  whom  it  profefled  to  fave:  it. 
whetted  the  axe  of  the  executioner,  and  prepared  the  fcaffbld  for. 
the  unhappy  king;  it  put  an  end  to  the  reigning  dynafty,  converted 
monarchical  France  into  a military  commonwealth,  and  hath  finally 
endangered  not  the  repofe  alone  but  the  independence  of  Europe. 

In  the  courfe  of  a fingle  fortnight  after  the  publication  of  the 
two  celebrated  declarations  by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  Louis  XVI. 
was  not  only  fufpended  but  imprifoned ; and  immediately  after 


* Hiftoire  Phllofophlque  de  la  R^olution  de  France,  par  Ant.  Fantln-Defo- 
doards,  4me  edit,  tome  U.  p.  228. 
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HOOK  r.  the  treacherous  furrender  of  Longwy  and  Verdun,  royalty  itfelf 
was  abrogated  and  the  republick  proclaimed. 

1792.  It  was  thus  that  the  coalefced  courts,  by  an  imprudent  attack, 
revolting  manifeftoes,  and  indifcriminate  menaces,  unintention- 
ally contributed  to  bereave  the  monarch  firft  of  his  liberty,  and 
then  of  his  life.  Nor  was  this  all ; for  the  triumphant  faction, 
driven  to  defpair  by  the  approach  of  a vidtorious  and  implacable 
enemy,  not  only  planned  and  perpetrated  the  execrable  malfacres  of 
September,  but  fwore  the  deftrudlion  of  the  whole  Capetian  race. 
From  this  moment  too,  the  democracy  of  France,  wielded  by  a 
coarfe  and  irrefiftible  arm,  after  demolifhing  the  nobles,  the  dig- 
nified clergy,  and  the  throne,  was  uplifted  to  crufh  all  the  fur- 
rounding ftates. 

The  retreat  of  the  combined  army  alfo,  while  it  demon- 
ftrated  the  power,  tended  not  a little  to  flatter  the  vanity  of  the 
people.  The  foldiery,  in  conformity  to  the  ruling  paflTion  of  the 
nation,  attributed  this  event  lefs  to  famine  than  to  fear ; they 
began  to  fancy  themfelves  heroes,  and  actually  became  fo.  The 
immenfe  refources  of  the  empire,  aided  by  the  genius  of  her  ge- 
nerals, enabled  France  by  degrees  to  cope  with  the  numerous 
foes  embattled  againfl;  her,  and  the  republick  was  at  length  power- 
ful enough  to  realife  the  wildefl;  fpeculatioris  of  the  monarchy. 

But  while  the  confequences  of  this  fatal  enterprife  are  allowed 
oh  all  Tides  to  have  been  eminently  difaftrous,  its  flagrant  mif- 
carriage  neceffarily  attaches  blame  either  to  the  original  projedT 
itfelf,  or  the  meafures  by  which  it  was  afterwards  attempted  to 
be  carried  into  eifedt. 

It  exhibited  but  little  wifd'om  perhaps  on  the  part  of  Frederick- 
William  II.  to  erigage  ih'fuch  a contefl;  ; and  the  credulity  with 
which  the  romantick  theories  of  the  emigrants  were  at  firft  liftened 
to,  and  the  cruel  manner  in  which  they  themfelves  were  aft^- 
wards  abandoned,  feem  equally  to  fubjedt  the  memory  of  that 
prince  to  reproach. 

But  in  whatever  point  of  view  the  invafion  of  France  is  to 
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be  contemplated,  it  appears  to  have  been  not  a little  cenfurable  in  BOO  K l. 
refpedt  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted,  as  the  opera- 
tions  neither  exhibited  the  degree  of  celerity  neceflary  to  a fudden  ^792. 
conqueft,  nor  that  happy  difcrimination  which  could  alone  have 
enfured  fuccefs  to  a regular  and  fcientifick  attack. 

The  moment  that  Dumouriez  had  been  forced  by  his  own 
mifcondudt  to  abandon  the  ftrong  pofition  at  Grandprey  and  re- 
tire to  St.  Menehould,  the  combined  forces  might  have  marched 
directly  to  Chalons,  where  they  would  have  obtained  polTeffion  of 
all  his  magazines,  and  avoided  the  famine  and  difeafes  that 
awaited  them  in  the  deferts  of  Champagne.  In  that  cafe  alfo, 
the  invading  army  would  have  occupied  an  advanced  pofition 
between  the  French  troops  and  the  capital,  which  it  might  have 
reached  before  them  ; and,  had  a victory  been  neceflary  to  fandion 
fuch  a meafure,  inftead  of  trifling  away  fo  much  precious  time 
in  feftivals  at  Verdun,  the  Pruflians  ought  to  have  given  battle 
before  the  jundion  of  Kellermann  and  Beurnonville  had  ren- 
dered the  event  in  fome  degree  problematical. 

But  even  then,  perhaps,  it  was  not  too  late  for  veteran  foldiers 
and  experienced  generals  to  have  overcome  an  inferior  number  of 
new  levies  headed  by  untried  commanders : this  however  was 
not  to  be  achieved  by  a few  indecifive  manoeuvres  and  a diftant 
cannonade,  fuch  as  occurred  at  Valmy  j for  thefe  infallibly  ferve  to 
inure  new  troops  to  danger,  and  teach  them  at  the  fame  time  to 
defpife  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  had  a more  regular  plan  been  adopted,  as 
was  at  firfl;  intended,  Sedan,  Montmedy,  and  Thionville,  ought 
to  have  been  inverted  according  to  the  rules  of  war,  after  which 
winter-quarters  would  have  been  obtained  in  Lorraine,  and,  if  the 
confederates  did  not  quarrel  in  the  interval,  the  campaign  might 
have  been  concluded  in  the  enfuing  fpring.  But  while  the  ori- 
ginal plan  was  conceived  with  vigour,  the  new  meafures,  although 
rafh  in  their  own  nature,  were  at  the  fame  time  flow,  languid, 
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BOOK  Land  inefficacious;  and  both  the  troops  and  treafure  of  the  great 
CHAP.  IX.  ° 

w-'v-'w'  Frederick  were  improvidently  wafted  in  an  expedition  which 

refleded  but  little  glory  on  his  fucceflbr. 

The  nominal  command  of  the  grand  army  had  undoubtedly 
been  conferred  on  the  greateft  captain  of  his  age  ; his  opinions, 
however,  were  unceafingly  countera<fted  by  the  projects  of  con- 
tending politicians,  the  intrigues  of  interefted  favourites,  and  the 
jealouftes  of  rival  princes.  Had  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  been 
/ permitted  to  conduct  the  operations  of  the  campaign  without 
controul,  that  general  perhaps  would  have  effeded  for  the  Bour- 
bons what  Alberoni,  the  czar  Peter  the  Great,  Charles  XII., 
Louis  XIV.,  and  Louis  XV.,  attempted  in  vain  to  achieve  for  the 
Stuarts  ; but  even  in  that  cafe  we  fhould  probably  have  beheld 
France  difmembered  by  the  vi(ftors,  and  the  outrageous  principles 
of  an  over-weening  defpotifm  inculcated  and  profefled  by  every 
cabinet  in  Europe. 

- - w vJO 
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BOOK  II. 


CHAP.  I. 


The  French  determine  to  penetrate  into  Germany — Capture  of 
Worms^  Metz,  and  Fran  fort — Incurfons  into  the  Dominions  of 
the  Prince  of  Hejfe, 

Subsequently  to  the  demlfe  of  the  emperor  Charles  V.  b O O K II. 

France  has  generally  been  confidered  as  the  firft  kingdom  in 

Europe  •,  but  neither  the  power  nor  refources  of  that  country  had  1792. 

ever  been  called  forth  to  their  full  extent  during  the  exiftence 

of  the  monarchy,  and  nothing  fhort  of  a grand  revolutionary 

ftruggle  could  have  conveyed  any  adequate  idea  of  their  im- 

menfity.  At  the  very  moment  when  Dumouriez,  at  the  head  of 

a few  undifciplined  forces  colleded  in  hafte  and  bereaved  of  Power  of 
* France* 

their  original  leader,  was  ftruggling  againft  the  efforts  of  the 
combined  army  in  the  plains  of  Champagne,  prodigious  exertions 
took  place  throughout  the  whole  empire.  Camps  were  formed 
on  all  the  frontiers,  and  fwarms  of  armed  citizens  were  put  in 


* He  aflerts  in  his  Memoirs  that  he  began  the  campaign  with  only  17,000  men. 
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Plans  of  re- 
taliation. 


BOOK  II.  motion  againft  the  enemy  in  every  poflible  dlredion.  While  the 
fate  of  the  empire  appeared  as  yet  uncertain,  inroads  were  made 
into  the  territories  of  hoftile  powers ; and  thofe  very  Rates  that 
had  entertained  the  proje<5t  of  difmembering  it,  were  themfelves 
taught  to  experience  all  the  horrours  of  difmemberment,  Ger- 
many, which  had  fo  lately  poured  forth  her  warriours  in  the  hope 
of  a fpeedy  conqueft,  foon  beheld  the  three-coloured  ftandard 
floating  on  the  banks  of  the  Maine  and  the  Rhine ; the  mountains 
of  Savoy  did  not  fecure  the  dominions  of  Sardinia  from  the  in- 
curfions  of  an  exafperated  nation,  and  even  Italy  itfelf,  which  had 
fo  long  enjoyed  an  exemption  from  the  calamities  of  war,  began 
to  re-echo  with  the  fhouts  of  victory. 

While  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  menaced  France  on  the  fide  of 
Champagne,  the  executive  council  had  collected  a confiderabler' 
body  of  forces  in  Alface,  and  in  order  to  effect  a diverflon,  the 
territories  of  feveral  of  the  neighbouring  princes  were  threatened 
' with  invafion  by  general  Biron,  who  adlually  undertook  an  ex- 
pedition for  that  purpofe.  At  length  a favourable  opportunity  oc- 
curred of  making  a more  ferious  impreffion,  and  care  was  taken  to 
improve  the  advantage.  The  Auftrians  had  hitherto  retained 
twelve  thoufand  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Landau,  under  the 
command  of  baron  d’Herbach  ; this  body  of  troops  not  only  kept 
the  French  in  check,  but  covered  the  frontiers  of  the  Palatinate  and 
protected  the  convoys  of  provifions  for  the  fupply  of  the  forces 
®’^^deftined  to  co-operate  with  the  Pruflians  j it  was  determined  how- 
ever, in  an  evil  hour,  to  employ  them  on  another  fcrvice.  As  it 
had  now  been  deemed  abfolutely  necelfary  to  obtain  pofleflTion  of 
Thionville,  the  importance  of  which  became  every  day  more 
evident,  this  little  army  received  orders  to  march  thither  and 
inveft  that  fortrefs ; but  the  general  who  commanded  it,  on 
his  arrival  on  the  borders  of  Champagne,  became  an  unwilling 
-fpedator  of  the  retreat  of  the  combined  forces  from  that  province. 
In  the  mean  time,  as  the  frontiers  of  Germany  were  now 
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uncovered,  it  was  determined  by  the  enemy  to  make  a fecond  and  BOOK  ii. 
more  formidable  irruption.  Accordingly,  an  adive  and  enter- 
prifmgTgeneral  being  entrufted  with  the  command,  he  immediately 
colleded  a body  of  troops  for  that  purpofe,  and  entrufted  the  de- 
fence of  Landau,  during  his  abfence,  to  the  patriotifm  of  the  na- 
tional guards  of  Alface,  who,  being  inflamed  with  enthufiafm,  had 
proffered  their  fervices  upon  this  occafion.  The  necelTary  dif-  Irruption 
pofitions  were  made  with  a confiderable  degree  of  fecrecy ; and, 
in  order  to  conceal  the  real  objed  of  the  enterprife,  a report  was 
propagated,  with  equal  induftry  and  fuccefs,  that  an  attack  was 
about  to  be  made  by  Cuftine  on  a body  of  emigrants  ftationed 
in  the  territory  of  Baden,  under  the  command  of  the  prince  of 
Conde,  while  Biron,  with  the  right  wing  of  the  army,  was 
to  crofs  the  Rhine  at  Strafburgh,  and  give  battle  to  general 
Efterhazy,  who  was  at  the  head  of  fome  Auftrian  troops  in  the 
Brifgaw, 

Every  thing  being  now  prepared,  Cuftine  commenced  his  [Sept  29.] 
march,  at  the  head  of  about  20,000  men,  and  proceeded  diredly, 
to  Spire,  which  contained  immenfe  magazines  belonging  to  the 
enemy.  In  confequence  of  the  recent  movements  already  alluded 
to,  that  portion  of  Germany  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle 
was  entirely  unproteded,  and  nothing  left  to  oppofe  his  progrefs 
but  about  four  thoufand  troops  belonging  to  the  emperour  and. 
the  eledor  of  Mentz. 

Having  arrived  next  day  by  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  at  Capture  of 
the  fpot  where  the  great  road  branches  off  towards  Spire,  Worms, 
and  Manheim,  the  French  general  immediately  marched  againft 
the  firft  of  thefe  cities,  under  the  walls  of  which  he  found  the 
enemy  drawn  up  in  battle  array;  their  right  being  pofted  on  a 
declivity,  with  a ravine  in  front,  while  the  left  was  flanked  by 
garden  ground,  furrounded  by  fteep  hedges. 

3 Notwithstanding  the  ftrength  of  their  pofition,  Cuftine 
did  not  hefitate  a fmgle  moment  to  commence  .the  attack. 
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BOOK  II.  While  his  troops  were  forming  for  this  purpofe  under  cover  of  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery,  four  battalions  had  been  difpatched  to 
1792.  take  poffelfion  of  a height  which  not  only  commanded  but  over- 
hung the  enemy’s  left  flank.  On  this  they  retired  within  the 
city,  and  the  French  general  advancing  in  purfuit,  orders  were 
iflued  to  force  the  gates  by  means  of  cannon  j but  on  perceiving 
that  the  foldiers  were  animated  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
ardour,  he  preferred  to  make  ufe  of  the  hatchets  of  the  grenadiers. 
One  of  them  was  according  cut  open  in  the  courfe  of  a few 
minutes ; another  experienced  the  fame  fate,  and  the  Germans, 
on  feeing  themfelves  repulfed  on  all  fides,  immediately  retired  to 
the  houfes,  in  the  walls  of  which  loop-holes  had  been  formed  for 
their  mufquetry,  and  as  the  enemy  advanced  they  poured  down 
nn  inceflant  fire  upon  them  '*. 

But  Guftine,  having  placed  eight-pounders  and  howitzers  at 
the  head  of  the  columns,  was  foon  enabled  to  rally  his  troops, 
who  had  fallen  back  on  finding  themfelves  galled  by  the  enemy, 
and  at  length  fucceeded  in  forcing  the  Auftrians  to  evacuate  the 
city  with  the  lofs  of  eight  hundred  flain  during  the  adlion.  The 
fruits  of  this  day’s  victory,  befides  the  magazines,  confifted  of 


* The  French  have  recorded  the  following  extraordinary  inftance  of  valour  and 
good  fortune  during  the  cannonade  that  took  place  In  the  courfe  of  this  day. 
Lutau,  one  of  the  general’s  aides-de-camp^  after  having  given  the  firft  cut  to  the 
gate  with  a hatchet,  entered  the  city  on  purpofe  to  reconnoitre.  On  this  he  was 
furrounded  by  fome  troops  belonging  to  the  ele£l:or  of  Mentz,  which  had  been 
placed  in  ambufcade  on  his  appearance,  and  now  exclaimed  “ A prifonerl  a pri- 
foner  !”  Lutau,  who  imagined  that  the  enemy  had  retired,  immediately  lifted  his 
fabre  and  fplit  the  Ikull  of  an  officer  who  had  wounded  him  flightly  with  his  fword 
in  the  lide,  and  then,  fpringing  forward,  cut  down  three  privates  who  impeded  his 
retreat.  A general  difeharge  being  made,  one  of  the  mulket  balls  cut  the  leather 
of  his  right  ftirup  and  wounded  his  horfe  on  the  fhoulder,  another  forced  his 
hat  round,  and  a third  pierced  the  lappet  of  his  regimentals  ; but  none  of  them 
{truck  his  body,  and  he  retired  in  fafety  to  the  French  army.  Mem.  Revolution, 
t.  I.  p.  102.  n. 
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two  thoufand  nine  hundred  prifoners,  who  laid  down  their  arms  BOOK  ii. 
and  were  fent  to  France,  five  ftand  of  colours,  and  a contribution 
of  450,000  livres,  levied  on  the  opulent  churchmen,  1792.. 

The  French  general  iflued  ftridt  orders  for  the  proteftion  of 
both  the  perfons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  con-  the  French 
querours  conduced  themfelves  at  firft  with  great  moderation ; 
but  in  the  courfe  of  a few  days  fome  of  the  foldiery  began  to  • 

pillage  the  houfes  of  the  clergy,  a fet  of  men  whom  they  had 
been  taught  to  confider  as  hypocrites,  profiting  by  a fuperftition 
in  which  they  themfelves  did  not  believe,  and  living  luxurioufly 
on  the  fpoils  of  the  people.  Cuftine,  who  was  aware  of  the 
impolicy  and  injuftice  of  fuch  a conduct,  immediately  gave 
orders  for  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms,  and  encamped  without 
the  walls ; but  in  the  courfe  of  that  fame  night,  three  battalions, 
left  by  way  of  garrifon  in  the  place,  began  to  pillage  anew. 

T HE  commander  in  chief  being  determined  to  reprefs  thefe  Punlfliment 
diforders,  which  were  countenanced  by  fome  of  the  fubaltern  order  of  the 
officers,  ordered  feveral  of  the  plunderers,  who  had  been  de- 
nounced  and  delivered  up  by  their  own  companions,  to  be 
executed  on  the  fpot*.  Not  content  with  this  inftance  of 


* National  Convention,, 0/?^.  6,  1792^ 

A letter  was  read  from  general  Cuftinej  addrefled  to  the  minifter  at  war  and 
dated  from  Spire,  October  2,  informing  him,.**  that  in  confequence  of  the  exceflcs 
committed  by  fome  of  his  troops,  he  had.  been  under  the  fad  neceflity  of  adopting 
rigorous  meafures  on  purpofe  to  preferve  that  city  from  deftruftion.  He  had  ac- 
cordingly ordered  a captain,  two  officers,  and  a whole  company,  to  be  (hot. 

**  This  dreadful  example,  which  he  confidered  as  the  only  means  of  faring  the 
honour  of  the  French  nation,  had  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  whole  army, 
and  tranquillity  was  again  reftored. 

**  The  commander  in  chief  requelled  the  minifter  at  war  to  comnuinicate  this 
affair  to  the  national  convention,  which  would  doubdefs  approve  of  the  motives  by 
which  he  had  been  aftuated.” 

- In  another  letter  the  general  ftates,  **  that  he  had  levied  a contribution  of 
450,000  livres  on  the  canons  and  bilhop  of  Spire,  whom  he  confidered  as  the 
ftaunch  friends  of  the  emigrants.” 
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BOOK  II.  feverity,  he  determined  at  the  fame  time  to  exhibit  an  example 
juftice,  and  accordingly  took  care  that  all  the  effects  which 
1792.  l^ad  been  ftolen  fliould  be  inftantly  reftored  to  the  inhabitants. 

The  conqueft  of  Spire,  and  the  complete  defeat  and  fubfequent 
capitulation  of  the  troops  entrufted  with  its  protedtion,  not  only 
affrighted  the  garrifons  of  the  neighbouring  cities,  which  foon 
experienced  a fimilar  fate,  but  induced  the  inhabitants  to  court 
rather  than  avoid  the  protection  of  France,  as  a fruitlefs  refiftance 
would  only  expofe  them  to  a bombardment.  Cuftine,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  terrour  recently  impreffed  by  his  arms,  marched 
Capture  of  foon  after  againft  W onns,  which  immediately  furrendered  ; and 
[O6lober2i]  *^he  valuable  magazines  contained  in  that  city  not  only  produced 
a timely  fupply  of  provifions  and  necelfaries  for  his  own  troops, 
but  ferved  alfo  to  cut  off  the  refources  of  the  enemy.  He  was 
now  defirous  to  obtain  poffeffion  of  Mentz,  which  has  always 
been  confidered  as  one  of  the  bulwarks  of  Germany.  He  ac- 
cordingly appeared  before  that  place  while  ftill  unprepared  for 
a fiege,  and  defended  only  by  a feeble  garrifon,  which  imnie- 
diately  capitulated,  and  was  permitted  to  march  out  with  all  the 
honours  of  war,  after  the  exchange  of  fome  cannon  fhot. 

A FEW  days  fubfequent  to  this,  feveral  detachments  from  the 
fame  army,  proceeding  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  appeared 
fuddenly  before  Francfort.  The  inhabitants,  who  imagined  that 
this  expedition  was  diredted  againft  the  dominions  of  the  prince 
of  Heffe,  were  greatly  aftonifhed  to  find  two  columns  of  French 
at  their  gates,  the  one  commanded  by  general  Neuwinger,  and 
the  other  by  colonel  Houchard ; but  before  they  could  recover 
from  their  furprife  the  magift rates  received  a fummons  to  admit 
thefe  troops  within  their  walls.  As  the  foie  defence  of  the  city 
confifted  of  a broad  ditch,  and  the  enemy’s  cannon  were  already 
pointed,  refiftance  became  unavailing ; the  keys  were  accordingly 
prefented ; the  invaders  entered  amidft  the  found  of  military  in- 
ftruments  and  warlike  mufick  j the  navigation  of  the  Maine  became 


and 

Mentz. 


Capture 

Francfort. 
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tributary  to  the  vidtors,  while  Hefle,  Hanau,  and  the  neigh- BOOK  ii. 


CHAP.  r. 


1792, 


bouring  country,  fupplied  them  with  provifions. 

In  order  to  fecure  the  attachment  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
troops  were  prohibited  under  the  fevereft  penalties  from 
treating  them  with  injuftice,  and  the  French  for  fome  time 
affedted  to  be  the  guefts  of  the  citizens  rather  than  the  garrifon 
of  the  city.  Immediately  on  their  being  admitted,  the  general 
drew  up  the  detachment  in  order  of  battle  before  the  town-houfe, 
and  addrelTed  it  as  follows  in  the  prefence  of  the  furrounding 
multitude : “ Soldiers  of  the  republick,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
place,  who  have  juft  received  us  within  their  walls,  are,  like 
yourfelves,  free ; refpedt  their  property,  which  I now  place 
under  the  protedlion  of  your  faith.  Thefe  fentiments  in-, 
fpired  the  people  with  the' hope  that  they  Ihould  be  entirely 
exempt  from  contributions ; this  illufion  lafted  however  but 
a ftiort  time,  for  general  Neuwinger  affembled  the  magiftrates 
the  day  after  his  arrival,  and  read  an  order  from  Cuftine,  Miiltarj 
enjoining  them  to  pay  the  fum  of  two  millions  of  florins 
within  a certain  period,  under  the  penalty  of  military  execu-. 
tion.  The  motives  afligned  for  this  feverity  were  various.  It 
pretended  that  thofe  in  authority  had  countenanced  the  pub- 
lication of  a gazette  deftined  to  multiply  the  enemies  of  the* 
republick  in  Germany,  and  that  feveral  of  the  opulent  burghers 
had  not  only  protected  the  emigrants,  but,  at  their  inftance,  cir- 
culated falfe  alTignats,  with  the  view  of  bringing  the  paper-money 
of  France  into  difrepute.  As  the  principal  perfons  in  the  city 
were  alone  implicated  in  thefe  tranfadtions,  it  was  intimated  that 
the  above  fum  Ihould  be  levied  exclufively  on  the  property  of 


con* 


* “ Soldats  republicains,  les  habitans  de  cette  v'dle,  qui  viennent  de  nous  recevoir 
parmi  eux,  font  libres'  comrric  vous  refpectez  leurs  proprietes,  je  les  mets  fous  la 
fauve-garde  de  votre  foi,” 
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BOOK  ir.  the  princes,  the  nobles,  and  the  ecclefiafticks,  and  that  all  the 
plebeian  families  fhould  be  entirely  exempt  from  this  impoft. 

1792.  gy  means  like  thefe  it  was  hoped  that  the  caufe  of  the  mafs  of 
the  people  would  be  feparated  from  that  of  the  magiftrates ; but 
the  commander  in  chief,  after  having  thus  exafperated  the 
moft  wealthy  inhabitants,  committed  a great  miftake  in  placing  a 
flender  garrifon  in  the  city ; nor  was  he  lefs  blameable  in 
omitting  to  mount  a few  cannon  on  the  ramparts,  and  leaving 
the  artillery  and  ammunition  found  in  the  arfenal  under  the  care 
of  the  municipal  olEcers,  who  embraced  the  earlieft  opportunity 
of  liberating  themfelves  from  the  odious  dominion  of  foreigners, 
and  obliging  the  reludtant  people  once  more  to  fubmit  to  their 
anci,ent  government. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  advantages  refulting  from  thefe  con- 
quefts  were  immenfe.  Befides  the  camp  equipage  and  militaiy 
ftores  feized  upon  this  occafion,  feveral  large  contributions  were 
Advantages  impofed  *.  The  navigation  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Maine  to  a 
iv^ncef  confiderable  extent  were  fubjedted  to  the  controul  of  France  ; and 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  free  Imperial  cities,  who  had  ac- 
quired eafe  and  opulence  by  means  of  a fuccefsful  commerce,  be- 
came the  profelytes  of  her  new  political  faith.  In  addition  to  the 
diredt  benefits  acquired,  thefe  irruptions  alfo  operated  in  no  incon- 
fiderable  degree  as  a diverfion,  and  proved  not  a little  ferviceable 
to  the  invaders  by  accelerating  the  retreat  of  the  Pruffians,  and 
favouring  the  operations  of  Dumouriez  in  Belgium. 

The  French  general,  being  fully  fenfible  of  the  benefit  likely 
to  be  derived  from  the  poffeflion  of  the  German  cities,  adopted 
efficacious  meafures  for  flrengthening  the  interefts  of  his  country. 
He  accordingly  introduced  a fevere  and  rigorous  difcipline  among 
his  troops,  who  were  obliged  to  fupply  all  their  wants  by  means 


* Cuftine  levied  to  the  amount  of  1,200,000  livres  at  Worms,  and  i,5oo,o0t>, 
at  Francfort. 
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of  ready  money.  Mentz  in  particular  was  treated  with  great  BOOK  ir. 
lenity  and  indulgence.  No  interruption  whatfoever  was  given  to 


the  commerce  of  the  inhabitants;  and  as  they  exhibited  a marked  , 
averfion  to  the  regency  by  which  they  had  been  governed,  as  well 
as  to  the  nobles  of  the  furrounding  country,  they  were  already 
prepared  in  fome  meafure  to  evince  a decided  attachment  in 


favour  of  a republican  conftitution  which  had  adually  aboliflied 


titles  and  loudly  profefled  to  redrefs  grievances  of  all  kinds. 

The  government  of  this  place  was  new-modelled  ; political  fo-  Condua:  of 
cieties  were  formed,  popular  magiftrates  were  elected,  zealous 
deputies  were  chofen,  and,  with  an  exception  to  the  language 
alone,  Mentz  clofely  refembled  in  every  thing  a French  city. 

But,  not  content  with  altering  the  forms  of  adminiftratlon, 
and  changing  or  rather  direding  the  opinions  of  the  inhabitants, 

Cuftine  determined  to  recur  to  the  beft  means  in  his  power  for 
the  prefervation  of  his  new  conquefts.  He  accordingly  augmented 
the  fortifications  of  Mentz,  and  placed  a ftrong  garrifon  in  the 
fuburbs  of  Calfel,  fituate  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  Rhine  : as 
this  was  a poll  of  confiderable  importance,  a number  of  redoubts 
and  batteries  were  ereded  there.  By  paying  one-half  of  the 
price  in  ready  money,  and  undertaking  to  difeharge  the  remainder 
in  a fliort  time,  provifions  were  obtained  in  abundance  for  the 
troops  ; and  in  the  courfe  of  a few  weeks  one  hundred  and  thirty 
pieces  of  brafs  ordnance,  one  hundred  iron  cannon,  and  a pro- 
portionable number  of  mortars  and  howitzers,  were  mounted  on 
the  ramparts,  while  the  magazines  were  amply  ftored  with  powder 
and  ball. 

In  the  mean  time  preparations  were  made  to  extend  the  repu- 
tation of  the  French  arms,  and  carry  difmay  into  the  territories 
of  the  petty  German  princes  friendly  to  the  caufe  of  the  emi- 
grants. Taking  advantage  therefore  of  the  abfence  of  the 
PruITians  and  Auftrians,  feveral  expeditions  were  undertaken  into 
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BOOK  II.  thie  country  between  the  Maine  and  the  Lahn,  which  contributed 
not  a little  to  augment  the  refpecft  of  the  untitled  Germans  for 
1792.  the  French  revolution.  Coblentz  was  menaced,  and  the  im- 
,portant  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitftein  would  perhaps  have  fallen, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  forced  marches  of  the  Heflians.  The 
county  of  Hanau,  appertaining  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle,  a 
prince  particularly  odious  to  the  invaders,  was  laid  under  con- 
Frefh  incur-  tribution ; Freidberg  and  the  falt-pits  of  Nauhein  were  feized 
upon  by  a body  of  troops  under  Houchard,  while  other  detach- 
ments took  polfeflion  of  Hombourg,  Ufmgen,  and  Veilbourg. 
A fimilar  fate  was  referved  for  the  rich  abbeys  of  Arnfbourg  and 
Erbach,  where  the  French  foldiery  aflifted  the  German  monks  to 
empty  their  cellars,  which  had  been  well  ftored  with  Rhingau 
wine ; and  in  all  thefe  expeditions  care  was  taken  to  enfure  the 
favour  of  the  peafantry  by  the  moft  exemplary  moderation.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  princes,  nobles,  and  dignified  clergy,  were 
treated  with  great  harfhnefs,  and  the  prince  of  Hefle  in  particular 
experienced  the  marked  enmity  of  the  French  generals 


* When  Houchard  fet  out  on  his  march  againft  Nauhien,  where  he  took  a 
fmall  body  of  Heffian  troops  prifoners,  and  feized  on  an  immenfe  quantity  of  fait, 
he  publifhed  the  following  ofFenfive  proclamation  in  the  name  of  the  commander  in 
chief : 

“ Le  landgrave  de  Hefle  raflemble,  dans  les  environs  de  fa  refidence,  des  troupes 
nombreufes.  Ne  penfe-t-il  done  pas  que  le  jour  du  jugement  des  princes  injuftes, 
et  celui  de  la  deliverance  des  peuples  enchaines  par  eux,  font  arrives  ? &c. 

“ Monftre,  fur  la  tete  duquel,”  &c. 

“ The  landgrave  of  Hefle  is  at  prefent  occupied  in  aflTembling  a number  of  troops 
around  the  place  of  his  refidence.  Does  he  not  believe  then  that  the  day  for 
judging  unjuft;  princes  and  delivering  nations  enflaved  by  them  is  at  length  arrived  ? 
He  caufed  to  be  encamped  around  him  thofe  by  whom  he  experts  to  fupport  his 
tottering  throne — the  moft  precious  portion  of  his  people ; the  blood  of  whom  he 
but  lately  fold,  in  order  to  fill  his  treafury,  to  all  the  potentates  who  could  pay  for  it. 

Monfter ! on  the  head  of  whom,  like  a portentous  cloud,  have  been  fo  often 
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No  fooner  did  his  ferene  highnefs  receive  intelligence  of  the  BOOK  ii. 
firft  expedition  into  Germany  under  Biron,  than  he  recalled  his 
troops  from  the  allied  army  for  the  defence  of  his  own  dominions;  ^^92. 

an  event  which  accelerated  the  evacuation  of  Verdun.  On  hear- 
ing  of  the  fuccefles  of  Cuftine,  he  immediately  colleded  a con- 
fiderable  body  of  forces  around  his  little  capital,  and  prepared  for 
a determined  refiftance,  as  he  well  knew  that  his  attachment  to 
the  caufe  of  the  emigrants  precluded  the  poffibility  of  forgivenefs. 

It  was  thus  that  the  fuccefsful  career  of  the  French  armies 
carried  terrour  into  the  heart  of  Germany  ; but  on  the  other 
hand  their  progrefs  exafperated  the  court  of  Berlin,  and  afforded 
juft  caufe  for  the  diet  of  the  Empire  to  depart  from  its  neu- 
trality. 


collefted  the  maIedi£tIons  of  Germany,  the  tears  of  widows,  and  the  cries  of 
orphans ; — thy  foldiers,  too  long  maltreated,  are  about  to  deliver  thee  up  to  the  juft  * 
vengeance  of  the  French.  Thou  {halt  not  efcape  from  them  by  flight ; for  what 
people  will  give  an  afylum  to  a tiger  like  thee  ? 

“ And  you,  Heflian  foldiers,  who  are  not  the  enemies  of  the  French,  that  nation 
offers  to  improve  your  lot : fifteen  kreutzers  a-day  if  you  carry  arms  in  her  behalf ; 
forty-five  florins  of  penfion  if  you  demand  your  difcharge  ; the  rights  of  a citizen ; 
fraternal  affe£l:ion  and  liberty; — thefe  are  what  I offer  to  you,  in  quality  of 
general  of  the  French  armies. 


**  Adam-Philip  Custine,” 
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Invafion  of  Savoy — Capture  of  Chamberri — ConduB  and  Situation 
of  General  Montefquiou — Anfelme  takes  pofj'efjion  of  Nice  and 
Montalbin — ’The  Vitlories  of  the  Repub  lick  are  celebrated  at 
Paris. 


W^HILE  the  Imperial  and  PrufTian  eagles  were  flying  before 

the  army  of  Dumouriez,  and  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  the  Lahn. 

1792,  ^ ^ ’ 

New  projefts  Maine,  refounded  with  the  fliouts  of  the  vidtorious 

of  retaliation,  pj-gnch,  preparations  had  been  already  made  to  carry  the  three- 
coloured  ftandard  into  the  dominions  of  the  king  of  Sardinia, 
and  avenge  the  real  or  fuppofed  injuries  committed  by  the  court 
of  Turin. 

Houfeof  The  dukes  of  Savoy  originally  polTefTed  territories  neither  re- 
Savoy.  markable  for  their  extent  nor  'value,  and  towards  the  middle  of 
the  fixteenth  century  the  princes  of  that  family  experienced  nearly 
a fimilar  fate  with  that  of  one  of  their  fucceifors  at  the  beginning 
of  the  nineteenth.  But  a fortunate  peace  * reftored  to  them 
their  paternal  dominions  ; and,  profiting  afterwards  by  their  mif- 
fortunes,  they  exhibited  uncommon  difcernment  in  refped;  to  the 
future  quarrels  of  the  great  European  ftates.  In  confequence  of 
a fage  policy,  their  dominions  were  accordingly  enlarged  ; and 
the  regal  dignity  being  annexed  to  them,  they  at  length  acquired 
no  inconfiderable  rank  among  the  neighbouring  monarchs.  But 
Charaaer  of  Vidor  Amadeus  III.  confiding  in  his  alliances,  his  troops,  and  his 

the  late  king.  n • • i r i 

refources,  and  prognofticatmg  great  advantages  perhaps  from  the 


* That  of  Cateau  Cambrefis. 
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afpedl  of  continental  affairs,  forgot  the  maxims  which  had  ag-  BOOK  ll. 
grandifed  his  family.  At  the  age  of  feventy  he  was  fwayed  by  two 
oppofite  attachments  : a paffion  for  military  affairs,  and  a blind 
devotion  to  the  priefthood.  This  extraordinary  union  neceffarily 
produced  a motley  mixture  of  parade  and  fuperftition  at  his  court. 

His  majefty  had  accordingly  fet  apart  nearly  the  whole  of  his 
revenue  to  the  increafe  of  his  army;  and  if  the  foldiers  were  not 
equal  to  the  veterans  produced  under  the  aufpices  of  the  great 
Frederick,  the  drums*  muft  be  allowed  to  have  been  fuperiour  to 
thofe  of  the  moft  warlike  nation  in  Europe.  On  the  other 
hand,  cardinals  and  priefts  were  confulted  by  him  in  political 
affairs  ; and  the  aged  monarch,  who  is  faid  to  have  deemed 
himfelf  invulnerable  when  clothed  in  the  uniform  of  his  patron- 
faint,  and  to  have  carefully  encircled  his  joints  with  holy  relicks, 
if  report  be  true,  never  vifited  his  miftrefs  without  being  imme- 
diately afterwards  clofeted  with  his  confeffor  'I'. 

‘ It  was  in  vain  that  the  prince,  heir  to  the  wretched  rem-  Condua  of 
nant  of  thofe  dominions  which  he  has  Cnee  deemed  it  proper  Emanuel, 
to  abdicate,  oppofed  his  folitary  voice  to  the  interefted  fpirit  of  a p^dmont 
court,  which  is  faid  to  have  looked  forward  to  the  extenfion  of 
its  territories  on  the  fide  of  Italy  and  the  fouthern  provinces  of 
France : it  was  by  rejecting  his  counfels,  and  negledling  that  uni- 
form wifdom  in  confequence  of  which  the  counts  of  Maurienne 
became  firft  dukes  and  then  kings,  that  the  barren  and  unhealthy 
ifland  of  Sardinia  was  deftined  to  conftitute  his  foie  appanage. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  this  court,  attached 
by  a triple  marriage  to  that  of  Verfailles,  difplayed  a decided 


* The  late  king  of  Sardinia  is  faid  to  have  prevailed  upon  Pregn^i,  the  heft 
violin  player  in  Italy,  to  fuperintend  this  department ; and  to  have  actually  re- 
warded him  with  the  rank  of  captain. 

f The  inquifitive  reader  is  defired  to  confult  “ L’Etat  Moral,  Phyfique,  et  Po- 
litique, de  la  Maifon  de  Savoie,”  and  alfo  “ M^oires  Secrets  et  Critiques,  par 
Jofeph  Gorani.” 
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Conduft  of 
the  court  of 
Sardinia, 


Situation  of 
the  duchy  of 
Savoy. 


BOOK  II.  hoflility  to  the  recent  changes  that  had  occurred  in  Franck. 
CHAP.  II.  ■\Yjjen  the  count  d’ Artois  retired  into  the  dominions  of  his  father- 
in-law,  he  endeavoured  to  make  him  declare  in  favour  of  the 
exiled  princes  and  nobles,  and  at  length  adtually  prevailed  upon 
Vidtor  Amadeus  to  recur  to  meafures  equally  inconfiftent  with 
his  neutrality  and  fatal  to  his  interefts.  A number  of  confpiracies 
were  hatched  at  this  period,  by  the  emigrants  refiding  inTurin  and 
the  county  of  Nice  j they  are  alfo  faid  to  have  formed  plots  againft 
Marfeilles,  Toulon,  Antibes,  and  Lyons,  all  of  which  were  dif- 
covered  and  difconcerted 

In  the  mean  time  his  own  dominions  were  threatened.  Savoy 
had  never  been  content  with  its  fovereigns  : poverty  and  a moun- 
tainous country,  in  all  ages  favourable  to  liberty ; impofts  trivial 
in  a rich  but  onerous  to  the  inhabitants  of  an  unproductive  foil ; 
the  infolence  of  the  Piedmontefe ; the  vicinity  of  France,  and 
the  conftant  intercourfe  with  that  nation  ; had  rendered  the  hardy 
natives  at  this  critical  moment  particularly  difcontented  with  the 
government.  Many  of  them  alfo  were  accuftomed  to  frequent 
the  jacobin  focieties  both  in  Paris  and  the  departments,  and  thefe 
having  in  return  fent  a number  of  miffionaries  into  their  country 
for  the  purpofe  of  cherifhing  the  germ  of  infurredlion,  they 
became  difcontented  with  their  fate  and  longed  for  a change.  It 
was  in  vain  that  the  king  of  Sardinia  endeavoured  to  fecure  the 
fidelity  of  this  duchy  by  force.  The  garrifons  fent  thither,  and 
the  military  executions  that  enfued,  tended  only  ftill  more  to 
irritate  the  'minds  of  the  people,  and  haften  the  events  that 
fpeedily  followed. 

At  length  the  national  affembly,  indignant  at  the  temporifing 
conduct  of  his  minifters,  had  required  Louis  XVI.  to  demand  an 
immediate  explanation  relative  to  the  conduCt  and  intentions  of 
the  Sardinian  monarch.  It  was  urged,  that  the  court  of  Turin 


* Les  Memoires  du  General  Dumourlez,  t.  II. 
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had  withdrawn  its  ambafladour  from  Paris,  and  treated  the  BOOK  il, 
French  plenipotentiary*  with  fuch  coolnefs,  as  conftrained  him  to 
Tequeft  leave  to  refign.  Not  only  were  Savoy  and  Piedmont  ^792. 
crowded  with  perfons  notorioufly  difaffedted  to  the  French  go-  on  The  part 
vernment,  but  regiments  of  emigrants  were  adfually  formed  and 
embodied  ; the  king  had  publickly  folicited  the  Swifs  cantons  to 
enter  into  a league  under  pretence  of  guaranteeing  his  Trans- 
Alpine  territories,  while  the  adminiflrators  of  Dauphiny  and  Pro- 
vence repeatedly  announced  to  the  legiflature,  that  a large  quan- 
tity of  artillery,  confifting  chiefly  of  battering  pieces,  had  been 
colleded  on  the  frontiers.  In  addition  to  thefe  circumftances, 
the  fubfequent  arreft  of  Semonville,  the  new  minifter-plenipo- 
tentiary  from  France  at  Alexandria,  in  exprcfs  violation  of  the 
law  of  nations,  contributed  not  a little  to  irritate  the  French,  and 
at  length  a war  appeared  not  only  inevitable  but  feemed  to  be 
confidered  by  the  alTembly  as  a matter  of  courfe  f . [Sept.  i6.] 

The  French,  who  have  been  but  little  ambitious  of  following 
the  wife  maxim  of  the  Romans,  never  to  engage  in  war  with  more 
than  one  Rate  at  a time,  had  long  anticipated  this  event ; for 
Montefquiou  was  appointed,  in  the  fpring  of  1791,  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  fouthern  departments  with  the  rank  of  marechal  de 
camp.  In  the  courfe  1 of  the  enfuing  fummer  he  denounced  the 
hoftile  preparations  of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and  accufed  the 
minifter  :j:  for  foreign  affairs,  of  neglecting  the  neceffary  pre- 


■*  The  count  de  Choifeul. 

f National  Assembly. — September  16,  1792. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  informed  the  affembly,  “ that  the  executive 
council  had  refolved  that  war  ftiould  be  declared  againft  the  king  of  Sardinia,  his 
openly  encouraging  French  rebels,  and  infulting  the  ambaffadour  from  France, 
having  rendered  fuch  a ftep  neceffary.”  On  this  the  national  affembly  immediately 
paffed  a decree,  declaring  war  againft  the  king  of  Sardinia, 

J Chambonas. 
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Plan  of  the 
campaign. 


Montefqulou 
is  denounced. 


BOOK  IT.  parations  on  the  fide  of  Italy.  In  confequence  of  thefe  repre- 
fentations,  the  general  was  enabled  to  colle<R  a confiderable  force, 
and  it  was  decided  that  he  fhould  attack  Savoy  and  the  county  of 
Nice  ; after  conquering  thefe,  he  was  to  ftop  at  the  natural  bound- 
aries of  the  Alps,  the  defence  of  which  was  to  be  entrufted  to 
him.  He  was  directed  at  the  fame  time  to  pay  the  moft  fcru- 
pulous  attention  to  the  neutrality  of  the  Swifs  cantons,  but 
always  to  keep  a fmall  body  of  referve  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lyons  on  purpofe  to  obferve  their  motions,  and  not  to  inter- 
meddle in  the  troubles  of  Geneva  except  with  the  utmoft  circum- 
fpedtion,  care  being  taken  to  preferve  the  tranquillity  of  that 
city. 

While  Montefquiou  was  adopting  the  necelfary  meafures  to 
enfure  fuccefs,  and  making  fuch  difpofitions  as  enabled  him  to  fur- 
mount  all  oppofition,  his  conduct  was  confidered  as  equivocal, 
and  his  motions  as  too  tardy,  by  a party  which  could  never  forget 
that  he  was  a noble  by  birth,  and  had  been  attached  by  fentiment 
to  a conftitutional  monarchy.  Chenier  obferved  in  the  con- 
vention, “ that  it  was  fufficient  for  a general  to  be  fufpedted,  in 
order  to  be  cafhiered.”  Tallien,  Carra,  Chabot,  and  Danton, 
united  to  procure  his  difgrace,  under  pretence  that  he  had  de- 
layed his  march  into  the  territories  of  the  enemy  under  the 
moft  frivolous  pretences,  and  general  Anfelme  was  adlually  no- 
minated to  fucceed  him. 

At  the  very  time  the  general  was  thus  not  only  denounced  to 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  but  adfually  deprived  of  his 
command,  he  had  already  entered  Savoy  on  the  fide  of  Mont 
Melian,  with  near  twenty  thoufand  troops,  without  recurring 
to  the  formality  of  a manifefto.  Having  kept  up  a clofe 
correfpondence  in  feveral  of  the  principal  towns  and  villages, 
Chamberri,  the  capital,  immediately  furrendered  on  his  ap- 
proach, and  he  fubdued  the  whole  duchy  without  experiencing 


[Sept.  24.] 


He  enters 
Savoy. 
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any  ferious  refiftance  The  new  national  flag  now  waved  tri-  BOO  K ii. 
umphant  on  the  fummits  of  the  Alps,  and  along  the  borders  of  the 
lake  Leman  to  the  gates  of  Geneva.  This  interefting  little  city, 
juftly  jealous  of  her  liberties,  in  confequence  of  the  war  between 
France  and  Savoy,  and  in  exprefs  uniformity  to  ancient  treaties, 
invited  fixteen  hundred  Swifs  belonging  to  the  cantons  of  Berne 
and  Zurich  within  her  walls.  It  was  alTerted,  without  the  leafl; 
foundation  in  juftice,  that  this  a£t  violated  the  neutrality  of  the  re- 


National  Convention. — Friday^  September  28. 

The  country  of  Savoy  being  now  entirely  conquered,  a member  propofed  to 
form  it  into  the  84th  department. 

M.  Lacroix  on  this  arofe  and  faid — “ You  have  entered  into  Savoy  in  order  to 
give  liberty  to  the  inhabitants,  and  not  to  conquer  them.  Above  all  things  you 
ought  to  avoid  ever  putting  that  country  into  the  hands  of  its  ancient  oppreflbrs. 
I propofe,  therefore,  that  the  above  motion  be  referred  to  a committee.” 

M.  Louvet — “ It  could  never  enter  into  the  head  of  any  republican,  that  after 
taking  pofleflion  of  Savoy  we  fhould  deliver  it  up  to  the  fpoilers  who  have  tyran- 
nifed  over  it ; far  lefs  can  we  retain  poflellion  of  this  duchy  in  our  own  name,  for 
we  have  confecrated  it  as  a folemn  principle  that  we  (hall  never  make  conquefts, 
or  violate  the  fovereignty  of  any  people. 

“ On  the  contrary,  I affirm  it  to  be  good  policy  to  avow  that  we  intend  to  de- 
liver nations  from  the  oppreffion  of  their  tyrants,  and  that  we  will  never  force 
the  inhabitants  of  a conquered  country  to  receive  laws  from  us.  Let  us  declare 
therefore — that  the  moment  we  have  chafed  away  the  cohorts  of  defpotifm,  we 
fhall  do  every  thing  in  our  power  in  order  to  enable  the  people  to  aflemble  and 
ena£f  laws  for  themfelves.” 

M.  Lacroix — What  is  to  indemnify  us  for  the  expences  of  the  war  ?” 

M.  Louvet — “ The  refle£lion  that  we  have  given  liberty  and  confequently  hap- 
pinefs  to  mankind,  will  be  a fufficicnt  indemnification.  This  principle  will  oc- 
cafion  the  defpair  of  tyrants,  who  fhall  no  longer  dare  to  calumniate  you  by  faying 
that  your  renunciation  of  conquefts  is  a fi£lion  ! 

“ In  combating  defpotifm,  you  will  convince  the  world  that  you  yourfelves  are 
not  defpots.  Proclaim  then  this  principle — that  inflead  of  forcing  nations  to 
adopt  your  laws,  you  will  guarantee  their  independence  by  force  of  arms.” 
( Plaudits.) 

M.  Danton — “ While  you  give  liberty  to  the  neighbouring  nations,  you  ought 
to  fay  to  them — You  fhall  no  longer  be  governed  by  kings  j for  if  we  are  fur- 
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BOOK  11. publick,  and  orders  were  iflued  by  the  executive  council  to  pro- 
hiblt  all  intercourfe  with  the  French  territories,  which  had  hitherto 
1792.  fupplied  the  greater  part  of  the  provifions  confumed  by  the 
citizens.  Prompt  and  decifive  meafures  were  alfb  adopted  to 
prevent  any  fuccours  being  fent  from  the  cantons ; but  the  cele- 
rity of  the  allies  rendered  this  precaution  abortive. 
kUveto^Ge  general  Montefquiou  was  inftru£ted  to  advance  with 

neva.  his  army,  and  procure  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by  force.  He 
obeyed  with  reludance,  but  adopted  fuch  wife  meafures  that  a 
treaty  enfued,  in  confequence  of  which  both  the  French  "and 
[Nov.  2.]  Swifs  retired  without  any  flagrant  violation  of  the  independence 
of  the  republick  having  occurred 


rounded  by  tyrants,  a coalition  among  them  may  efFedl  the  deftrudtion  of  our  own 
liberty.  By  fending  us  here,  the  French  nation  has  created  a committee  for  the 
general  infurre£\:ion  of  every  opprefled  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth : let  us 
fulfil  our  miffion.” 

The  affembly  decreed,  that  this  queftion  fhoUld  be  referred  to  the  diplomatick 
and  military  committees. 

* The  republick  of  Geneva,  in  confequence  of  treaties  which  ftipulate  that 
when  war  exifls  between  France  and  Savoy  it  may  call  in  a garrifoii  from  the 
cantons  of  Berne  and  Zurich,  having  refolved  to  flation  fixteen  hundred  Swifs 
troops  within  its  dominions,  the  executive  council  of  France  ordered  a fufheient 
number  of  French  foldiers  to  march  into  the  territories  of  Geneva  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  the  Flelvetick  troops.  The  counfellor  of  flate  of  Geneva  vifited  the 
French  commifTioners  with  the  army  on  the  8th  of  Odlober,  1792,  who  referred 
him  to  general  Montefquiou,  and  tlie  difpute  at  lafl:  terminated  in  the  following 
convention  : 

I.  All  the  corps  of  Swifs  troops  which  are  now  in  Geneva,  fhall  fuccefllvely 
retire  into  Switzerland,  and  the  faid  retreat  fhall  be  completed  betwixt  the  prefent 
period  and  the  ift  of  December  next. 

II.  Between  this  time  and  the  fame  epoch,  the  heavy  artillery,  and  the  French 
troops  who  furround  Geneva,  and  who  had  approached  it  on  account  of  differ- 
ences terminated  by  the  prefent  convention,  fhall  be  withdrawn,  and  polled  in 
fuch  a manner  as  not  to  give  any  caufe  of  alarm  to  Geneva. 

III.  From  the  date  of  the  prefent  convention,  a free  communication  between  the 
inhabitants  of  Savoy,  and  the  two  republicks,  and  full  liberty  of  palling  from  Ge- 
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In  the  mean  time  the  conqueft  of  Savoy  occafioned  great  joy  BOOK  il. 
In  Paris,  and  reftored  popularity  to  the  general.  Barrere  pre- 
fented  himfelf  before  the  convention,  and  after  reading  the  dif- 
patch  announcing  the  new  vid;ory  obtained  by  France  over  her 
enemies,  obtained  the  repeal  of  the  decree  of  accufation.  De- [Oftober  7.] 
puties,  however,  were  nominated  for  the  army  of  Savoy,  and 
within  the  fpace  of  a week  after  the  fignature  of  the  treaty  already 
alluded  to,  the  commander  in  chief  was  accufed  by  the  fame  mem- 
ber, “ of  having  outraged  the  dignity  of  the  French  people  and  the 
int^efts  of  the  Genevefe  patriots.”  A vote  alfo  pafled  that  a com- 
mittee fhould  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  his  condudt;  and  in 
two  days  more,  a fecond  decree  of  accufation  was  propofed  by  A new  decree 

^ r 1 • 1 r Mon- 

Rovere,  feconded  by  Dubois  Crance,  and  agreed  to  by  the  af-  tefquiou. 
fembly.  , 

In  confequence  of  this  event,  commiflioners  were  fent  to  arreft 
Montefquiou  ; they  accordingly  repaired  to  Geneva  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  but  on  receiving  intelligence  of  their  arrival,  he  imme- 


neva  to  Switzerland  and  from  Switzerland  to  Geneva,  fliall  be  re-efhabliftied  on 
the  fame  footing  as  In  time  of  peace,  agreeably  to  treaty  and  to  ufage. 

IV.  The  republick  of  Geneva  exprefsly  and  folemnly  referves  to  Itfelf  all  an- 
teriour  treaties  with  its  neighbours,  and  particularly  that  of  1584,  with  the  refpeft- 
able  cantons  of  Zurich  and  Berne,  as  well  as  the  firft  article  of  the  treaty  of  1784. 

V.  The  prefent  convention  fhall  be  ratified  by  the  French  republick  and  the  re- 
publick of  Geneva,  and  letters  of  ratification  fliall  be  exchanged  on  both  fides  in 
the  fpace  of  twelve  days,  or,  if  poffible,  fooner. 

Done  and  agreed  upon  between  us,  at  the  head-quarters  of  Landracy^ 

Nov.  2,  1792,  Tear  of  the  French  Republick. 

(Signed)  MoNTEsquiou. 

J.  F.  Prevost,  Chancellor  of  State. 

Ami  Lullin,  Counfellor  of  State,  Member 
of  the  Grand  Council. 

Francois  D’Hvvernois,  Member  of  the 
Grand  Council. 
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BOOK  II.  diately  embarked  on  the  lake,  and  thus  luckily  efcaped  the  venge- 
, ance  of  his  enemies  The  deputies,  difappointed  of  their  prey, 

1792.  

* General  Montesquiou. 

Anne-Pierre-Fezenfac  Montefquiou,  a man  of  high  birth  and  extenfive  know- 
ledge, appears  from  his  early  youth  to  have  been  defirous  of  a change  in  the 
government  of  France,  although  he  was  more  likely  to  lofe  than  to  gain  by 
that  event.  Anteriour  to  the  epoch  of  the  revolution,  he  was  a knight  of  the 
royal  orders,  poflefled  what  was  then  confidered  as  an  honourable  office  (that  of 
Premier  EcuyerJ  in  the  houffiold  of  Monfieur^  enjoyed  the  rank  of  marechal  de  camp 
in  the  French  armies  *,  and,  what  gave  him  perhaps  a ftill  better  claim  to  refpeft, 
he  was  one  of  the  forty  members  of  the  French  academy. 

On  the  convocation  of  the  ftates-general,  the  marquis  de  Montefquiou  was  no- 
minated a deputy  from  the  nobility  of  Paris,  and  not  only  protefted  againft  the 
feparate  deliberations  of  his  own  order,  but  was  a£l:ually  the  eighth  perfon  who 
feceded,  he  having  joined  the  third  eftate  fome  time  before  the  reunion  of  the 
minority.  During  the  years  1789,  1790,  and  1791,  he  diftinguiffied  himfelf  by 
his  reports  relative  to  the  finances ; and  although  his  voice  was  feeble  and  indiftinft, 
yet  he  was  always  liftened  to  with  attention. 

On  the  diflblution  of  the  firll  afiembly  he  offered  his  fervices,  and  was  employed 
in  April,  1791,  with  the  rank  of  major-general  in  the  fouthern  departments ; during 
which  period,  if  he  did  not  countenance,  he  has  been  reproached  with  having  at 
leaft  apologifed  for,  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  jacobin  party.  Before  the  mem- 
bers of  that  celebrated  fociety  had  acquired  a difgraceful  celebrity  by  their  out- 
rages, he  was  a very  popular  commander,  and  the  zeal  with  which  he  denounced 
the  preparations  for  war  on  the  part  of  Auftria  and  Sardinia,  as  well  as  the  negli- 
gence of  Chambonas,  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  at  the  bar  of  the  convention, 
on  the  24th  of  July,  1792,  created  great  expe£l:ation  on  the  part  of  the  nation,  as 
he  was  confidered  by  all  parties  to  be  a man  of  extraordinary  talents. 

The  late  feafon  at  which  he  commenced  the  campaign  in  Savoy  was  objedbed  to 
him  as  a reproach ; but  the  complete  fuccefs  of  all  his  operations  fully  refuted  the 
calumnies  of  his  enemies.  This  however  did  not  prevent  their  triumph ; for 
under  pretence  of  having  profited  by  the  contradfs  made  for  the  fupply  of  his 
troops,  and  violated  the  honour  of  the  French  nation  in  his  treaty  with  the  deputies 
of  Geneva,  as  well  as  the  interefts  of  the  patriots  of  that  city,  a decree  of  accufa- 
tion  was  obtained  againft  him,  and  in  November,  1792,  commiffioners  were  fent 
exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of  condudting  him  a prifoner  to  Paris. 

Having  retired  into  Switzerland,  he  lived  there  during  fome  time  in  great  ob- 
feurity,  and  at  lafl;  found  means  to  return  to  his  native  country,  leave  having  been 
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returned  immediately  to  Paris,  and  one"^  of  them,  after  having  BOOK  ll. 
announced  the  'flight  of  the  general  and  cenfured  his  nego- 
ciations  with  the  Swifs,  exhibited  no  fmall  degree  of  brutal  wan-  ^^92. 

tonnefs  in  the  manner  with  which  he  treated  a fmall  but  inde- 
pendent republick,  that  had  fuccefsfully  ftruggled  for  its  liberties 
during  more  than  a century,  againfl;  the  defpotifm  of  foreign 
princes  and  the  contentions  of  domeftick  factions  f . 

While  Montefquiou  overran  one  portion  of  the  dominions 
of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  Anfelme,  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the 
Var,  prepared  to  attack  another.  ,Hc  accordingly  commenced 
his  march,  and  planted  the  tree  of  liberty  in  the  city  of  Nice. 

Marfeilles  not  only  fupplied  fix  thoufand  foldiers  on  this  occafion,  Pmgrefs  of 
but  alfo  furnilhed  tranfports  and  a million  of  livres  in  money, 
while  admiral  Truguet  feconded  the  efforts  of  the  general  by- 
means  of  a fquadron  of  fix  fail  of  the  line.  He  then  com- 
menced the  blockade  of  Montalban,  which  foon  after  capitulated ; 
and  having  alfo  obtained  poffeifion  of  Villa  Franca,  a frigate,  a 
floop  of  war,  feveral  magazines  fllled  with  naval  ffores,  and  one 
hundred  pieces  of  ordnance,  became  the  prey  of  the  republicans. 

But  in  the  courfe  of  a few  weeks  a flop  v.  as  put  to  the  career 
of  the  French  general  by  an  unexpected  reverfe  of  fortune ; 
he  having  received  a check  at  Sofpello,  and  loft  feveral  of  his  can-  Anfelme  is 
non.  This  being  followed  by  a retreat  from  Caftillon,  where  he  to  Paris, 
had  been  beaten,  he  was  immediately  fufpended  by  the  corn- 


obtained  for  that  purpofe  on  the  3d  of  September,  1795.  He  however  did  not 
long  furvive  this  event,  having  died  December  30,  1 798. 

* Dubois  Crance. 

■}•  “ A quoi  bon  tant  de  fa^ons  ? Je  jetterois  Geneve  dans  le  lac  a coups  de 
bombes,  et  j’inviterois  les  magnifiques  cantons  a venir  la  rcpecher  !” 

“ What  ufe  was  there  for  fo  much* *ceremony  ? I would  have  firft  made  Geneva 
tumble  into  the  lake  by  means  of  bombs,  and  then  invited  the  magnificent  cantons 
to  have  come  and  fifliwd  it  up  again  !” 
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BOOK  ir.  miflioners  who  accompanied  his  army,  and  fent  a prlfoner  to 
Paris  * 

17*^2.  In  the  mean  time  preparations  had  been  made  in  that  capital  to 
celebrate  the  late  victories  after  the  manner  of  the  ancients.  The  ce- 
remony commenced  with  the  march  of  a body  of  cavalry,  which  fet 
out  from  the  town-houfe  and  proceeded  to  the  Place  de  Louis  XV. 
now  called  the  fquare  of  the  revolution.  Each  fection  furnifhed 
Feftival  for  one  hundred  armed  men,  exclufive  of  ferjeants,  gunners,  and 
of  Savoy  j officers.  All  the  commanders  of  the  legions,  and  two  chiefs  of 

[Oa.  14.]  every  battalion,  were  prefent ; the  conftituted  authorities,  on  the 
invitation  of  the  municipality,  alfo  joined  in  the  cavalcade.  At  the 
head  of  each  legion  were  placed  the  prefidehts  and  coramiffioners 


* General  Anselme. 

This  officer,  previoufly  to  the  revolution,  had  been  colonel  of  the  Royal  Gre- 
nadiers. In  1791  he  was  made  a marechal  de  camp,  and  on  the  2 ill  of  September, 
1 792,  nominated  fuccelTor  to  general  Montefquiou  by  the  executive  council,  but 
he  had  not  time  to  fet  off  for  the  head- quarters  of  the  fouthern  army,  as  the  con- 
vention refcinded  the  appointment  in  the  courfe  of  the  fucceding  day.  He  how- 
ever was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the  Var,  and  conduced  himfelf  with 
fo  much  moderation  that  the  inhabitants  of  Nice  demanded  for  him  the  rank  of 
marffial  of  France.  At  firll  all  his  operations  proved  fuccefsful,  and  viAory  feemed 
to  be  attached  to  his  ftandards,  but  he  at  length  experienced  a reverfe  of  fortune, 
and  was  foon  after  fufpended  from  his  command  by  the  commiffioners  by  whom 
he  was  accompanied.  They  informed  the  convention,  “ that  the  late  difafters  had 
originated  in  confequence  of  the  departure  from  principles,  careleffnefs,  and  want 
of  circumfpeAion,  on  the  part  of  general  Anfelme;  and  that  being  fully  convinced 
of  his  incapacity,  they  had  nominated  Biron  to  fucceed  him.”  Although  neither 
treafop  nor  venality  of  any  kind  appeared  to  be  urged  againft  the  conqueror 
of  Montalban,  Nice,  and  Villa  Franca,  yet  Tallien  moved  for  a decree  of  arreft  ; 
but  Goupilleau  prevented  that  meafure  from  taking  place  immediately,  by  infilling 
on  previoufly  hearing  the  commiffioners.  He  was  however  imprifoned  in  the 
abbey  a Ihort  time  afterwards,  but  on  pleading  his  wounds,  permiffion  was  granted 
to  retire  to  his  own  houfe.  At  length  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  acquitted  of 
all  the  charges  againft  him,  and  remained  in  obfcurity  during  the  remainder  of  the 
revolution. 
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of  the  fe£tion  to  which  it  appertained,  and  revolutionary  fymbols 
and  devices  were  borne  before  them. 

Having  arrived  at  the  place  of  deftination,  the  magi- 
ftrates  and  armed  citizens  paraded  around  the  ftatue  of  liberty, 
erected  on  the  fame  bafe  which  formerly  fupported  that  of 
the  laft  of  the  French  monarchs.  This  ,fuperb  pedeftal  was 
now  deftined  to  record  the  glory  acquired  by  the  new  common- 
wealth. 

On  the  eaft  and  weft  fides  were  infcribed  the  words  “ French 
Republick,  1792.”  On  the  north  appeared  “ Entry  of  Gene- 
ral Montefquiou  into  Savoy and  on  the  fouth,  “ Entry  of 
General  Anfelme  into  the  countries  of  Nice  and  Montalban.  ” 

As  the  proceflion  paraded  around  the  fquare,  the  mufick  of 
the  military  bands  played  patriotick  tunes,  and  frequent  falvos  of 
artillery  were  fired  ; while  at  proper  intervals  the  hymn  of  liberty 
was  fung  in  the  prefence  of  an  immenfe  crowd  of  fpecftators,  and 
alfo  of  a deputation  of  the  national  convention  feated  in  an  ad- 
joining amphitheatre. 

At  this  period  of  the  war,  the  French  made  a number  of  pro- 
felytes  in  the  conquered  countries  *.  A fociety  of  “ The  Friends 


* National  Convention. — OHober  22. 

An  addrefs  from  the  friends  of  Liberty  and  Equality,  at  Chamberri  in  Savoy, 
was  read.  'Ihey  already  amounted  to  twelve  hundred.  They  declare  their  love 
of  liberty  and  their  hatred  of  tyrants  ■,  they  alfo  have  taken  an  oath  never  to  be 
fubjeA  to  a king. — This  addrefs  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Barbaroux  read  another  addrefs,  from  the  crimiiial  and  civil  tribunal  eftablilhed 
by  general  Anfelme  at  Niee.  It  ftated,  that  the  tree  of  liberty  had  been  planted 
with  much  folemnity  in  the  middle  of  the  city ; and  that  while  Anfelme  was  en- 
forcing refpe£l  to  the  French  nation  by  arms,  and  the  fociety  of  the  friends  of 
freedom  was  propagating  and  encouraging  liberty  and  equality,  the  members  of 
the  above  tribunal  were  caufing  the  laws  of  the  French  republick  to  be  loved  by 
the  peo^^ 

This  JBrefs,  which  was  dated  “ the  ill  year  of  the  French  republick,”  was  re- 
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BOOK  II.  of  Liberty  and  Equality”  was  eftablilhed  at  Chamberri,  and  an- 
other  at  Nice;  while  the  inhabitants,  hoping  to  enjoy  an  exemption 
1792.  from  taxes  by  their  union  with  France,  were  eager  to  tranf- 
mit  addrefies  replete  with  attachment  to  the  convention,  and 
the  republiek  of  Geneva  eagerly  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
being  the  firft  independent  ftate  that  acknowledged  the  re- 
publiek 

Critical  fitua-  On  the  Other  hand,  the  court  of  Turin  was  reduced  to  the 

tion  of  the  n j i i i r • 

king  of  Sar-  moft  deplorable  fituation.  Nice  and  Villa  Franca  were  already 
loft ; Savoy  was  annexed  to  France  under  the  name  of  the  de- 
partment of  Mont-Blanc  j';  the  ifland  gf  Sardinia  was  menaced 


ceived  with  general  applaufe,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  an  extract  from  the 
minutes  of  the  convention  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  members  of  that  tribunal.” 

• Addrefs  of  the  Genevefe  Mintfer  to  the  National  Convention^  on  his  Prefentation, 

December  19# 

Citizens,  I am  fenfible  of  the  value  of  fuch  a reception  as  you  honour  me  with. 

“ Hitherto  the  prefentations  made  to  the  depofitaries  of  power  have  exhibited  a 
vain  and  fallidious  ceremony  only.  On  the  one  part  were  feen  men  erefted  into 
deml-gods,  receiving  an  almoft  idolatrous  worfhip ; on  the  other,  fervile  adorers, 
drunk  with  the  incenfe  offered  at  the  fhrine  of  their  idols.  Now  a Gmplc 
citizen  prefents  himfelf  with  confidence  before  men  honoured  with  the  fame  title. 
The  miniflers  of  a powerful  and  glorious  nation  have  willed,  that  the  reprefentative 
of  a fmall,  but  free  and  fovereign,  republiek,  fhould  receive  from  them  the  proof  of 
^ood-will  and  fraternity. 

“ In  feeing  thus,  among  free  ftates,  the  ftrong  countenance  the  weak,  and  being 
pleafed  with  alliances  in  which  the  latter  have  all  the  advantage,  we  truly  feel  that 
liberty  Is  the  moft  valuable  of  all  ties  ; that  amidft  fo  many  countries,  ftrangers  to 
each  other,  the  free  nations  are  fellow-citizens,  and  that  the  fentiment  of  their 
reciprocal  fovereignty  eftabllfhes  between  them  a tender  tie  of  equality. 

“ Citizens,  the  republiek  of  Geneva  felicitates  itfelf  on  preceding  the  other  ftates 
in  teftimonies  of  attachment  and  confidence  for  the  French  republiek ; and  if 
under  thefe  circumftances  they  honoured  me  with  their  choice,  it  is  becaufe  they 
knew,  that,  to  be  the  faithful  interpreter  of  their  thoughts  and  wllhes,  it  was  only 
neceflary  for  me  to  exprefs  my  own  fentiments.” 

+ By  a decree  dated  November  27,  1792,  conftituting  this  the  84th  dl^rtment. 
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by  a naval  armament,  and  the  republick  threatened  to  plant  the  BOOK  ii. 
tree  of  liberty  in  Piedmont.  In  this  forlorn  fituation,  Victor  Ama- 
deus  applied  every-where  for  affiftance.  His  majefty  fupplicatedl  1792. 
the  members  of  the  Swifs  confederacy  for  fupport,  and  all  ap- 
plied to  the  canton  of  Berne  in  particular ; but  they  profeffed 
to  adhere  to  the  moft  rigid  neutrality,  and  refufed  to  enter  into 
the  difputes  of  the  belligerent  powers.  Thus  the  aged  monarch, 
being  denied  all  manner  of  fuccour  by  his  allies  and  his  neigh- 
bours, was  left  to  his  fate,  and  already  began  to  anticipate  the 
cataftrophe  that  awaited  him. 
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France  makes  great  Preparations  and  levies  immenfe  Armies-—^ 
Invafion  of  Flanders  by  the  Duke  of  Saxe-  Tefchen — Siege  of 
Life — Fhe  Auflrians  retire  on  the  Approach  of  the  Army  of 
Champagne — Beurnonville* s Expedition  againft  'Freves.  > 


BOOK  II. 
CHAP.  III. 


1792. 


Difpofitlon 
of  the  French 
armies. 


France,  fo  lately  threatened  with  fubjugation,  at  this  mo- 
ment affumed  a raoft  formidable  attitude ; and  inftead  of  being 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  defending  her  own  territories,  as 
formerly,  fhe  now  menaced  all  her  enemies  with  coercion,  and 
proclaimed  “ that  the  country  was  no  longer  in  danger  For- 
midable in  point  of  numbers,  replete  with  energy,  armed  with 
the  moil  fedudtive  dod;rines,  and  warmed  by  the  enthufiafm 
ever  attendant  on  unexpected  fuccefs,  emperours,  kings,  princes, 
nobles,  and  all  the  members  of  the  hierarchy,  trembled  at  the 
triumph  of  a caufe  fo  inaufpicious  to  their  liability. 

At  this  memorable  period,  upwards  of  fixty  thoufand  men. 


* National  Convention. — OEloher  20,  1792. 

The  foreign  enemies  of  the  republick  being  now  forced  to  quit  her  ter- 
ritories, the  national  convention  feizes  this  opportunity  to  publilh  the  following 
proclamation  to  the  French  armies  : 

“ Citizens  in  arm.s,  who  combat  for  the  rights  of  men,  you  whofe  courage  hath 
enfured  the  triumph  of  liberty  and  equality,  a grateful  country  addrelTes  you 
through  us.  Receive  then  the  recompence  of  the  danger,  the  fatigues,  and  the 
facrifices,  which  have  marked  your  path  towards  glory.  The  national  convention 
accordingly  declares,  in  the  name  of  the  French  people,  that  you  have  faved  the 
republick,  and  that  your  country  is  no  longer  in  danger." 
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under  the  generals  Kellermann,  Valence,  and  Chazot,  were  em-  B.OOK  ii. 
ployed  in  ptirfiiit  of  the  retreating  Pruflians  ; eighteen  thoufand 
more,  commanded  by  d’Harville,  had  aflembled  at  Maubeuge ; ^792, 

Labourdonnaye  had  colle£led  nearly  thirty  thoufand,  including 
the  garrifons  of  the  northern  departments ; Cuftine,  with  twenty 
thoufand,  kept  polTeffion  of  Mentz  and  Francfort ; from  fifteen 
to  eighteen  thoufand  were  ferving  under  Biron  before  Strafburgh 
and  Huningen ; the  fucceffors  of  Montefquiou  and  Anfelme  were 
ftill  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoufand ; while  Beurnonville,  with 
about  twenty-two  thoufand  more  deftined  for  the  invafion  of  the 
Low-countries,  was  on  his  march  to  French  Flanders.  Thus  an 
immenfe  body  of  near  two  hundred  thoufand  troops  had  been 
brought  into  adtion,  and  great  and  important  defigns  of  conqueft 
and  revenge  were  now  meditated. 

The  national  convention,  relying  on  the  enthufiafm  of  the 
foldiery,  addrefled  a proclamation  to  the  battalions  formed  in 
1791,  with  the  view  of  encouraging  them  to  perfevere  in  their 
career  until  the  enemy  “ had  recognifed  the  majefty  .of  the  tq*- 
publick,  and  the  fovereignty  of  the  people while  the  executive 
council  publifhed  a declaration  “ that  the  French  armies  Ihould 
not  enter  into  winter-quarters  until  the  foes  of  the  common-; 
wealth  had  repafled  the  Rhine*” 


* Citoyens  Soldats  ! 

“ La  loi  vous  permet  de  vous  retirer  j le  cri  de  la  patrie  vous  Ic  defend. 
Quand  Porfenna  etait  aux  portes  de  Rome,  Brutus  quitta-t-il  fon  pofte  ? L’ea- 
nemi  a-t-il  repaffe  le  Rhin  ? Longwy  eft-il  repris  ? Le  fang  Fran^ais,  dont  des 
barbares  ont  arrofe  le  fol  de  la  libcrte,  eft-il  venge?  Leurs  ravages  6c  leurs  bar- 
baries  font-ils  punis  ? Ont-ils  reconnus  la  majefte  de  lajepublique,  & la  fouverainete 
du  peuple  ? Soldats!  voila  le  terme  de  vos  travaux.  C’eft  en  dire  aflcz  aux 
braves  defenfeurs  de  la  patrie. 

“ La  convention  nationale  fe  borne  a vous  recommander  I’honneur  Erangais, 
I’interet  de  I’etat,  8c  le  foin  de  votre  propre  gloire. 

“ Le  confeil  executif,  confiderant  qu’en  vain  le  patriotifme  des  citoyens,  la  va- 
Icur  des  foldats,  et  I’habilete  des  generaux,  auraient  repoufle  au-dela  des  frontieres 
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B O O K II.  In  the  mean  time,  Dumouriez,  after  conducing  his  troops  to 
Vouzieres,  on  their  way  to  the  relief  of  Lifle,  repaired  to  Paris  on 
1792.  purpofe  to  concert  a plan  for  the  winter  campaign.  Actuated  by 
[oa.  1 .]  iQyg  glory,  he  afpired  not  only  to  the  com- 

mand of  the  northern  army,  but  alfo  to  the  direction  of  all  the 

Dumouriez  military  operations  of  France.  This  general  accordingly  rendered 

repairs  to  the  ^ , l j o • r • , , 

capital.  himielr  extremely  popular  during  his  Itay  in  the  capital,  and  was 
at  infinite  pains  to  acquire  the  confidence  of  the  ruling  party. 
Tiis  reception  by  the  convention,  although  flattering,  was  not  equal, 
however,  to  what  he  experienced  on  the  part  of  the  jacobins, 
for  Danton,  at  that  time  prefident,  after  prefenting  him  with  the 
emblem  of  liberty  and  the  fraternal  embrace,  exclaimed,  “ Under 
your  direction  the  republican  pike  fliall  every-where  break  the 
regal  fceptre,  and  thrones  vanifli  at  the  approach  of  the  red  cap, 
with  which  this  fociety  hath  honoured  you.” 

Servan  alfo  appears  to  have  entirely  relinquiflied  to  him 
not  only  the  plan  of  operations  for  his  own  army,  but  the  power 
of  tranfmitting  inftrudions  to  the  other  generals. 


les  armees  ennemies,  fi  dies  pouvaient  encore,  en  s’etabliflant  dans  les  pays  cir- 
convoifins,  s’y  renforccr  avec  fecurite,  & y preparer  impunement  les  moyens  d’y 
renouveler  inceffamment  leur  funefte  Invafion  ; confiderant  que  toute  refolution 
genereufe  & neceflaire  pour  I’honneur  comme  pour  la  furetc  de  la  republiqu 
ne  peut  qu’dre  avouee  par  la  nation  & par  la  convention  nationale ; arreta  le 
24  Odobre  que  les  armees  Fran9aifes  ne  quitteraient  pas  les  armes  & ne  pren- 
dtaient  pas  de  quartiers  d’hiver,  jufqu’a  ce  que  les  ennemis  de  la  republique 
cufient  ete  repoulTes  au-dela  du  Rhin.” 

“ Clti2ens-Soldiers, 

T HE  law  permits  you  to  retire ; the  voice  of  your  country  prohibits  it. 
When  Porfenna  was  at  the  gates  of  Rome  did  Brutus  leave  his  poll  ? Hath  the 
enemy  crofled  the  Rhine  ? Is  Longwy  retaken  ? Is  the  French  blood,  ^'ith  which 
the  barbarians  have  ftained  the  foil  of  liberty,  avenged  ? Are  their  ravages  and 
cruelties  puniflied  ? Have  they  recognifed  the  majefty  of  the  republick  and  the 
fovercignty  of  the  people  ? Soldiers  ! behold  the  condufion  of  your  labours.  This 
is  faying  enough  to  the  brave  defenders  of  their  country,  &c.” 
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,It  may  be  eafily  fuppofed  that  the  commander  in  chief,  being  BOOK  ir. 
thus  invefted  with  all  the  authority  of  the  war  department,  did 
not  negledl  any  thing  that  could  contribute  to  his  own  fuccefs. 

He  accordingly  difpatched  the  cavalry,  infantry,  artillery,  and 
ammunition,  collected  in  Paris,  to  the  northern  frontiers ; he  ob- 
tained clothes  and  neceflaries  for  his  own  troops,  who  were 
entirely  naked  in  confequence  of  the  late  campaign  in  Cham- 
pagne ; he  required  the  fum  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  livres  in 
money  to  infure  a fortnight’s  pay  for  his  army ; and  he  boldly 
announced  in  return,  that  fo  far  from  exhaufting  the  national 
treafury  in  future,  he  would  tranfmit  large  quantities  of  fpecie 
from  the  Low-countries,  and  at  the  fame  time  eftablifh  the  cir- 
culation of  ajjignats  there. 

At  length,  after  a refidence  of  only  four  days  in  the  capital,  [Oa.  20.3 
he  fet  out  for  Valenciennes,  where  he  arrived  before  the  army, 
at  the  approach  of  which  the  Imperialifts  immediately  began  to 
make  preparations  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Lifle,  and  return  within 
their  own  territories. 

While  Dumouriez  defended  the  important  pafles  leading  to 
the  foreft  of  Argonne,  the  whole  of  the  northern  department 
had  been  threatened  by  the  Auftrians,  in  compliance  with  the  • 

original  agreement  between  the  allied  courts,  which  hoped  to 
derive  the  moft  fignal  advantages  from  this  well-timed  diverfion. 
Lieutenant-general  Labourdonnaye,  who  was  entrufted  with  the 
command  of  this  frontier,  poflefled  only  forty-five  battalions 
and  twenty  fquadrons,  divided  into  three  camps ; that  of 
Maubeuge  being  under  the  orders  of  lieutenant-general  La- 
iioue,  while  Pont-fur-Sambre  was  committed  to  the  charge  of 
lieutenant-general  Duval,  and  Maulde  to  lieutenant-general 
Beurnonville. 

Duke  Albert  of  Saxe-Tefchen,  the  governour-general  ofln^afionof 
the  Auftrian  Low-countries,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  Flanders 
weaknefs  of  the  French  in  this  quarter,  prepared  to  invade 


180 


WARS  OF  THE 


B O O K II.  Flanders  ; but  being  obliged  to  detach  count  Clairfayt  tfo  the 
grand  army,  he  had  but  few  troops  at  his  difpofal,  and  was 
1792.  accordingly  incapable  of  attempting  great  enterprifes.  He, 
[Sept.  16.]  however,  entered  the  French  territories,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
a few  days  prefented  himfelf  before  Lille  with  twenty-five 
rhoufand  men,  and  an  immenfe  train  of  artillery ; he  did  not 
pretend  to  commence  a regular  fiege  againft  this  place,  the  for- 
tifications of  which  are  admirably  calculated  for  defence,  while 
its  citadel,  the  mailer-piece  of  Vauban,  is  confidered  as  the 
llrongell  in  Europe  ; he  hoped,  however,  to  be  able  to  obtain 
the  polTelfion  of  the  city,  either  by  means  of  terrour  or  treachery, 
as  the  garrifon  was  weak,  and  difeontent  prevalent. 

Siege  of  Lifle.  Major-general  Ruault,  the  commanding  officer,  was 

affilled  on  this  occafion  by  Champmorin,  an  engineer  of  fome 
talents,  and  Guifeard,  colonel  of  artillery : while  Andre,  the 
mayor,  greatly  dillinguilhed  himfelf  by  his  zeal  and  energy,  as 
he  not  only  encouraged  the  citizens  to  hold  out,  but  aftuall^ 
threatened  to  hang  the  firll  perfon  who  Ihould  propofe  yto 
furrender. 

Every  mode  of  dellrud:ion  which  the  invention  of  modern 
times  has  difeovered  was  difplayed  againft  Lille,  in  order  to  fupply 
what  was  wanting  in  force  by  means  of  fear.  Duke  Albert  com- 
manded the  befieging  army,  and  it  has  been  alTerted  that  his 
confort,  Chriftina,  a princefs  of  Auftria,  applied  the  match  to  the 
firft  mortar  fired  upon  this  occafion.  The  bombardment  continued 
for  eight  whole  days,  during  which  period  the  bombs  and  bullets 
never  ceafed  to  Ihower  deftrudlion  on  this  feemingly  devoted  town. 
•In  the  courfe  of  the  very  firft  night  the  church  of  St.  Stephen, 
fome  mills,  and  a number  of  ftreetS’  in  its  neighbourhood,  were 
fet  on  fire  * ** : but  the  heroick  ardour  of  the  inhabitants  and  the 

* It  has  been  pretended  that  the  Auftrlans  had  recourfe  to  expedients  on  this 
occafion  not  jultified  by  the  rules  of  war. 

**  Les 
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gamlbn,  faved  the  ftrongeft  city  in  France.  By  means  of  an  book  li. 
excellent  police,  due  order  was  preferved,  and  buckets  were 
placed  at  the  door  of  every  houfe  on  purpofe  to  quench  the  U92. 
flames.  The  women,  emulous  to  fliare  the  dangers  of  their 
fathers,  hufbands,  and  brothers,  carried  water,  confoled  and 
dreffed  the  wounded,  encouraged  the  combatants,  and  even 
danced  on  the  batteries  in  fight  of  the  enemy. 

At  length  the  aflailants,  unable  to  make  any  impreflion  on 
the  walls,  and  hearing  of  the  difcomfiture  of  the  combined  army 
and  the  approach  of  Dumouriez,  retired  amidft  the  malediclrions 
of  the  citizens,  two  thoufand  of  whofe  houfes  were  deftroyed 
and  fix  thoufand  damaged. 

In  the  mean  time  the  executive  council,  being  greatly  dif- Expedition 
pleafed  with  Kellermann  on  account  of  his  indecifive  condud  BeurLnvlile. 
during  the  retreat  of  the  Pruflians,  as  well  as  in  confequence  of 
his  reludance  to  join  Culline,  fufpended  him  from  the  com- 
mand, and  appointed  Beurnonville  his  fucceifor.  The  latter  [Dec.  13.^ 
immediately  prepared  to  obtain  pofleflion  of  Treves,  and  ac- 
cordingly put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the  Mofelle 
for  that  purpofe.  Notwithftanding  the  badnefs  of  the  roads  and 
the  wetnefs  of  the  feafon,  this  general  commenced  a winter 
campaign  with  obtaining  feveral  advantages  over  the  enemy  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Saarbruck.  He  however  received  a check 
from  the  Auftrians  at  Pellingen,  and  fought  an  adion  at  Gra- 
venmacher  with  doubtful  Ficcefs  ; but  he  continued  to  encourage 
the  hopes  of  the  convention  in  his  difpatches,  and  diminilhed  the 
lofs  that  had  occurred  during  ten  different  engagements  to  ten 
men  killed  and  flxty  wounded *  *.  It  fo  happened,  however,  that 


Les  boulets  etaient  perfores  pour  eclater  lors  dc  leur  chute.  Les  bombes 
contenalent  de  petites  holes  pleines  de  huile  de  therebentine,  & quand  elles  fefaient 
explofion,  rhuile  enflammee  s-attachait  aux  bolferies  & propageait  par-R  les  moyens 
d’incendie.”  Mem.  Revol.  t.  I.  p.  94. 

* This  general  gravely  afierted  in  one  of  his  difpatches,  that  after  three  hours  of 
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BOOK  II.  the  chief  obje£i:  of  his  expedition  remained  unaccomplidied,  and 
that  Beurnonville’s  army  was  expofed  to  great  difficulties  and 
1792.  experienced  many  heavy  Ioffes  without  reaping  any  adequate 
advantage,  although  he  had  announced  to  the  government  “ that 
France  was  miftrefs  of  the  whole  territory  between  the  Sarre  and 
the  Mofelle.” 

The  fucceffes  of  the  French  about  this  period  produced  a 
defire  to  effect  a revolution  in  the  conquered  countries.  The 
national  convention  accordingly  decreed,  “ that  in  all  the  ter- 
ritories occupied  by  the  armies  of  the  republick,  the  generals  ffiall 
proclaim  peace,  fraternity,  and  equality ; abolifh  tithes,  nobility, 
and  feudal  fervices : that  they  ffiall  alfo  convoke  primary  affem- 
blies ; but  none  of  the  privileged  orders  are  to  be  allowed  to  vote 
until  they  have  fworn  to  renounce  their  privileges.” 


unceafing  combat  at  Gravenmacher,  during  which  the  enemy  had  many  men 
killed,  the  French  only  loft  on  their  part  (“  le  petit  doigt  d’un  chafleur,”)  the  little 
finger  of  a foot  foldier  I 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Preparations  for  hrvading  Auflrian  Flanders — Skirmi/hes  between, 
the  Imperialifts  a?id  French — Battle  of  Gemappe. 

The  armies  of  France  had  already  failed  in  two  attempts  to  fub-  book  ii 
jugate  the  Auftrlan  Low- countries,  and  Dumouriez,  under  more  chap.  iv. 
fortunate  aufpices,  was  now  prepared  with  a body  of  near  ninety 
thoufand  troops  to  attack  them  a third  time.  Having  made  all  the 
necelTary  military  arrangements,  he  refolved  to  enter  immediately 
on  the  campaign  ; but  he  did  not  omit  to  provide  himfelf  with  Preparations 
arms  of  a new  kind,  far  more  deftrudive  to  the  power  of  the  ^ 
enemy  than  the  moft  terrible  engines  of  modern  warfare. 

Thefe  confifted  of  pamphlets,  declarations,  advertifements,  and 
addrefles,  drawn  up  with  fklll  and  produdive  of  aftonifhing 
effed  : he  himfelf  penned  a manifefto  with  his  own  hand,  in 
which  he  announced  to  the  Belgians  that  the  French  Intended  to 
enter  their  country,  not  as  enemies,  but  as  brothers  and  friends ; 
that  their  defign  was  to  affift  them  in  the  recovery  of  their  an- 


* The  Auftrlan  government  waS  not  Infenfible  to  the  confequences  likely  to 
arife  from  arts  fuch  as  thefe,  and  the  following  ordontiance  was  accordingly  iffued  at 
Bruftels,  in  the  name  of  the  emperour,  in  September,  i792,»on  purpofe,  if  poffible, 
to  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  tw'o  nations: 

“ All  ambaffadours  and  magiftrates  are  forbidden  to  deliver  paffports  to  French- 
men for  entering  the  Auftrlan  territories.  The  fiibjecfts  of  his  Imperial  majefty 
are  alfo  prohibited  from  trading  with  the  French,  or  tranfmitting  money  to  them, 
and  orders  are  iffued  to  fhut  up  all  the  paffages  by  which  a communication  may  be 
carried  on.  Every  traveller  in  future  is  to  be  confidered  as  a fpy,  and  will  be 
treated  accordingly.” 
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O O K II.  clent  rights  j that  they  would  neither  intermeddle  in  their  go- 
vernment  nor  their  laws ; that  they  would  alfo  leave  it  to  them- 
1792.  felves  to  organife  whatever  conftitution  they  might  be  inclined  to 
adopt ; and  that  they  would  not  levy  any  contribution,  nor  ex- 
ercife  any  a61;  of  conqueft  whatever. 

“ Provided,”  added  he,  “ you  but  eftablifh  the  fovereignty 
of  the  people  and  renounce  the  dominion  of  defpots,  we  will 
become  your  fupporters ; we  will  refped  your  property  and  your 
laws,  and  the  mod:  rigid  difcipline  fliall  prevail  throughout  the 
French  armies. 

“ Belgians,  we  are  brethren  ! Our  caufe  is  the  fame.  You 
have  given  fo  many  proofs  of  impatience  under  the  yoke,  that 
we  cannot  entertain  the  lead  apprehendon  of  being  obliged  to 
treat  you  as  enemies.” 

This  paper,  which  had  been  previoudy  approved  of  by  the 
convention  as  confonant  to  the  declaration  of  the  rights  of 
man  and  the  conftitution,  was  immediately  printed  in  the  French 
and  Flemifli  languages,  and  fent  to  all  the  generals  with  in- 
junctions, as  fbon  as  they  entered  the  towns  of  Belgium,  to 
afiemble  the  people,  and  exhort  them  Jto  change  the  magldrates, 
but  to  leave  every  thing  refpeCting  the  form  of  the  government 
and  the  publick  revenue  to  the  decifion  of  a national  adembly. 

PIe  alfo  tranfmitted  a letter  to  the  legiflative  body  replete  with 
hopes  and  promifes  ; for  he  aderted  that  on  the  15th  of  November 
' he  ihould  enter  Bruifels,  and  on  the  30th  take  podeflion  of  Liege ; 
while  he  prefented  his  own  army  with  a fhort  but  energetick 
addrefs,  in  which  he  befought  the  foldiers  to  exhibit  clemency  to 
the  prifoners,  and  difplay  fraternity  towards  the  inhabitants 

* “ Generaux,  ofFickrs,  foidats,  fiers  republicains,  vous  tous  mes  braves  cama- 
rades  ! nous  allons  entrer  dans  la  Belgique,  pour  vcpoufl'er  et  chaffer  des  ennemis  bar- 
bares  et  les  perfides  emigres.  Entrons  dans  ces  belles  provinces  comme  des  amis, 
des  freres,  et  des  liberateurs ; montrons  de  la  clemence  envers  les  prifonijlers  de 
guerre,  et  de  la  fraternitc  envers  les  habitans  du  pays.” 


Qenerals, 
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In  the  mean  time  the  Auftrians  determined  to  adopt  a defenfive  BOOK  il. 
fyftem,  and,  by  means  of  a war  of  ports,  provide  for  the  fafety 
of  the  Low-countries.  The  duke  of  Saxe-Tefchen  accordingly  1792. 
aflumed  a formidable  pofition  for  that  purpofe  ; for  he  had  already 
occupied  the  villages  beyond  the  rivulet  of  Quiefvrain  by  means 
of  detachments,  while  his  right  flank  was  fupported  by  the  river  situation  of 
Haifne,  and  the  marfh  in  front  of  St.  Ghirtlain  ; his  left  by  the  Auftri- 
wood  of  Sars.  He  alfo  ported  feveral  different  corps  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  rtrengthening  his  fituation  and  keeping  up  an  intercourfe 
with  the  rert.of  the  Aurtrian  troops.  His  highnefs  had  accord- 
ingly rtationed  a fmall  body  of  men  in  the  wood  called  the  Her- 
mitage, which  mafked  Conde  and  communicated  with  four  or 
five  thoufand  troops  at  Bury,  and  the  camp  of  Trinity  confirting 
of  feven  or  eight  thoufand  more  commanded  by  general  Latour, 
who  alfo  occupied  Tournay  ; and  by  means  of  feveral  detachments 
in  Lannoy,  Roubaix,  and  Tourcoing,  endeavoured  to  harafs 
Lifle,  while  another  fmall  body  was  ported  at  the  jundion  of  tha 
Lys  and  the  Marque. 

As  the  duke  of  Saxe-Tefchen,  by  his  junction  with  general  [Nov.  i.] 
Clairfayt,  was  now  at  the  head  of  twenty-five  thoufand  troops ; 
and  Dumouriez,  in  confequence  of  the  removal  of  the  detachment 
under  Berneron,  had  no  more  than  thirty-two  thoufand  left  with 
himfelf,  he  ordered  general  d’Harville  to  reinforce  him  with 
twelve  thoufand  more  on  purpofe  to  preferve  his  fuperiority. 

Three  days  after  this  he  advanced  from  his  head-quarters  at  [Nov.  3.] 
Honning ; and  the  firft  fkirmifh  took  place  with  the  enemy  on 
the  part  of  the  Belgick  infantry,  who,  of  their  own  accord,  at- 
tacked the  advanced  ports  of  the  Auftrians  in  the  village  of  Thu- 


“ Generals,  officers,  fokliers,  brave  republicans,  an<l  all  my  gallant  companions  ! 
we  are  about  to  enter  Belgium  for  the  purpofe  of  repelling  and  driving  out  a bar- 
barous enemy,  and  the  perfidious  emigrants.  Let  us  enter  then  into  thofe  fine  pro- 
vinces, as  friends,  brethren,  and  deliverers ; let  us  exhibit  clemency  towards  the 
prifoaers  of  war,  and  fraternity  towards  die  inhabitants  of  country.’* 
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[Nov.  5.] 


[Nov.  6.] 


Battle  of 
Gemappc. 


BOOK  II.  lin,  and  drcrve  them  before  them ; but  having  purfued  the  fugi- 
CHAP.  IV.  |■[ygg  the  plain  towards  the  mill  of  Boufac,  the  Imperial 

huffars  became  the  alfailants  in  their  turn,  and  four  companies 
were  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners. 

At  length  the  French  army  was  ranged  in  columns  along  the 
foreft,  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  be  readily  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle  parallel  to  the  village  of  Gemappe,  with  a wood  in  the 
rear,  the  right  at  Hamery,  and  the  left  at  Hormes  ; it  being 
refolved  to  attack  the  heights,  on  which  the  enemy  were  en- 
trenched in  the  moft  formidable  manner,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
enfuing  day. 

Early  next  morning  the  French  commander  in  chief  made 
the  neceifary  difpofitions  for  an  aifault. 

Having  brought  up  the  artillery,  he  ordered  general  d’Har- 
ville  to  advance  in  a line  with  the  van  guard,  and  after  out-flank- 
ing the  enemy  to  march  to  the  top  of  mount  Pallizel ; thence  he 
was  to  gain  the  high  ground  of  Nimy,  fo  that  by  turning 
Mons,  he  might  cut  off  the  retreat  along  the  road  leading 
to  Bruffels.  After  riding  along  his  front  and  giving  the  neceffary 
diredlions  for  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  Dumouriez  re- 
paired to  the  left,  where  perceiving  that  the  operations  againfh 
the  village  of  Quareignon  had  not  been  fuccefsful,  he  ordered 
general  Rozieres  to  advance  with  two  twelve-pounders  and  four 
battalions : on  this  the  place  was  inftantly  carried,  and  Ferrand 
and  Rozieres  ordered  to  feize  on  the  enemy’s  outpofts. 

Dumouriez  had  originally  intended  to  begin  the  attack  on 
the  approach  of  day-light,  but  the  fubfequent  obftacles  that  inter- 
vened proved  fo  formidable,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  attempt 
effedive  operations  before  noon.  General  Beurnonville,  who 
was  to  commence  the  afiault,  had  before  him  the  enemy’s  left 
Vving,  Rationed  on  a height  that  covers  Cuefmes,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Gemappe,  defended  by  five  large  redoubts.  Several  others 
extended  all  along  the  front,  and  as  far  as  the  right  flank  of  the 
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village  below  Quareignon  ; thefe  were  provided  with  twenty  BOOK  li. 
pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  feveral  howitzers,  and  a great  number 
of  battalion  guns,  fo  as  to  exhibit  three  complete  ftages  of  for- 
tification,  and  confequently  produce  three  diftindt  rows  of  fire. 

Nor  were  the  utmoft  efforts  of  art  wanting  to  render  the  ap- 
proaches difficult ; for  trees,  hollow  ways,  houfes  that  afforded 
ffielter  to  bodies  of  infantry,  and  trenches  thrown  up  under  the 
diredlion  of  excellent  engineers,  oppofed  the  moft  formidable 
obffacles.  Terrour  and  intimidation  were  alfo  recurred  to.  Know- 
ing the  French  troops  to  be  raw  and  undifciplined,  the  enemy 
had  polled  in  the  centre  of  their  front,  acrofs  an  opening  that  led 
to  Gemappe,  feveral  fquadrons  of  horfe,  which  in  cafe  of  dif- 
order  during  the  battle  were  intended  to  fall  on  the  centre  of 
the  infantry  and  cut  them  to  pieces.  This  pofition,  which 
had  been  carefully  feledted  by  the  duke  of  Saxe-Tefchen,  was 
moreover  defended  by  nineteen  thoufand  men  under  the  orders 
of  fome  of  the  moft  diftinguiffied  generals  belonging  to  the  houfe 
of  Auftria. 

The  French  army,  particularly  fuch  of  the  regiments  as  had 
ferved  in  Champagne,  appeared  eager  for  adlion.  The  centre  was 
commanded  by  lieutenant-general  the  duke  de  Chartres,  fon  to 
the  duke  of  Orleans  ; the  right  wing  by  general  d’H^rville,  and 
the  left  by  general  Ferrand.  Along  the  line  were  difplayed  ♦en 
fixteen,  fixteen  twelve-pounders,  and  feveral  howitzers,  under 
the  direction  of  colonel  Labayette,  who  Rationed  the  artillery  in 
fuch  a manner  that  every  redoubt  was  attacked  in  flank  by  two 
batteries  of  two  pieces  each  ; and  a brilk  fire  had  already  taken 
place  along  the  front  ever  fince  eight  in  the  morning. 

Finding  that  Ferrand  had  not  engaged  in  conformity  to  orders, 
Dumouriez  at  eleven  o’clock  difpatched  colonel  Thouvenot  to 
commence  and  dired;  the  attack : he  accordingly  took  upon  him 
the  command,  put  the  columns  in  motion,  advanced  rapidly 
againft  the  right  flank  and  the  front  of  the  village  of  Gemappe, 
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BOOK  II.  carried  the  redoubts,  and  decided  the  fate  of  the  a<Stion  on  the 
left.  In  the  mean  time  Beurnonville,  who  had  already  advanced 
1792-  towards  -Cuefmes,  was  detained  by  the  fire  of  five  redoubts  which 
he  could  not  filence  by  means  of  his  own  artillery,  although  he 
had  been  reinforced  by  four  fixteen-pounders.  On  learning 
however  that  the  left  wing  had  been  fuccefsful,  the  commander 
in  chief  drew  up  the  infantry  of  the  centre  in  column  by  batta- 
lion, and  having  caufed  the  opening  to  be  mafked  by  feven 
fquadrons  of  dragoons  and  huflars,  he  marched  exacflly  at  noon 
againft  the  centre  of  the  village.  This  movement  would  perhaps 
have  proved  decifive,  but  a brigade,  on  perceiving  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  advance,  immediately  retired  behind  a h-oufe  on  the 
right,  and  left  a vacant  fpace  through  which  the  horfe  might 
have  been  able  to  pierce  the  centre.  On  this  another  brigade 
on  the  left,  inftead  of  pulhing  forward,  made  a halt,  was  thrown 
into  confufion,  and  expofed  for  fome  time  to  a fire  of  grape 
within  half-mufquet  Ihot  of  the  batteries,  while  the  French 
fquadrons  appointed  to  keep  the  Auftrian  hulfars  in  check,  altered 
their  pofition. 

At  this  critical  moment,  two  young  men  very  different  in  rank 
and  quality,  but  infpired  with  fimilar  zeal,  contrived  to  remedy  the 
diforder.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  Baptifte  Renard,  valet-de-chambre 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  made  the  recreant  brigade  afhamed 
of  its  retreat,  brought  it  back  to  its  fliation,  mafked  the  opening 
anew,  and  returned  to  his  mafter  after  renewing  the  engagement. 
But  the  troops,  mingled  together  and  deflitute  of  order,  were  flill 
unable  to  adt  with  effed; ; when  the  duke  de  Chartres  appeared, 
and  forming  the  fcattered  foldiery  into  a folid  body,  termed  by 
him  “ the  column  of  Gemappe,”  inftantly  advanced,  and  not  only 
carried  the  triple  row  of  redoubts  and  entrenchments,  but  ac- 
tually penetrated  into  the  village.  In  confequence  of  this  gallant 
attack,  fo  favourable  to  the  movement  made  by  Thouvenot,  the 
Imperialifts  being  placed  between  two  fires,  more  than  four 
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hundred  were  drowned  in  the  Haifne,  and  the  battle  was  gained  BOOK  ii. 
4n  the  centre  and  to  the  right  of  the  village  CHAP.  iv. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Dumouriez  repaired  to  the  advanced 
guard  commanded  by  Beurnonville ; where  he  found  two  bri- 
gades expofed  to  great  danger  on  the  height  of  Cuefmes,  on  ac- 
count of  the  refiftance  experienced  from  five  redoubts  filled  with 
Hungarian  grenadiers,  the  appearance  of  a formidable  body  of 
Imperial  cavalry,  and  a blunder  committed  by  general  d’Harville, 
who,  miftaking  the  French  troops  for  the  enemy,  fwept  them 
down  from  behind  with  his  artillery.  On  this  the  commander  in 
chief  inftantly  gallopped  along  the  front  of  the  two  brigades^ 
telling  them,  “ that  having  their  father  now  at  their  head,  they 
had  no  longer  any  thing  to  fear.”  The  anfvver  of  “ Long  live 
Dumouriez  !”  added  to  the  intrepid  appearance  of  the  foldiers, 
convinced  him  of  their  firmnefs.  Accordingly,  when  the  enemy’s 
dragoons  advanced  at  a gallop  on  purpofe  to  force’ an  opening, 
the  brigades,  who  had  referved  their  fire  until  they  approached 
nearly  to  the  muzzles  of  their  mufkets,  by  a general  and  well- 
direded  difcharge  formed  a rampart  before  them  of  the  bodies  of 
more  than  an  hundred  horfes  and  troopers.  The  hulTars  of  Ber- 
chiny  completed  their  route  ; the  column  of  infantry  alfo  began  to 
retire,  and  the  whole  of  this  body  of  Imperial  cavalry  fled  as  far 
as  Mons. 

Dumouriez  having  ftationed  Beurnonville,  who  had  juft: 
arrived  on  the  field  of  battle,  now  moved  to  the  left  with  the 
two  brigades  in  conjundtion  with  three  bodies  of  cavalry,  and 
placing  himfelf  once  more  at  their  head,  he  began  the  firft 
ftanza  of  the  Marfellois  hymn^  marching  at  the  fame  time  to 
attack  the  redoubts  by  the  gorge.  The  foldiers,  who  advanced 
with  great  gaiety  chanting  this  favourite  fong,  difplayed  much 
bravery,  and  carried  the  works,  notwithftanding  the  gallant 


* Life  of  Dumouriez,  vol.  III.  p.  338. 
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BOOK  II.  defence  made  by  the  Hungarian  grenadiers,  who  fought  until  they 
were  nearly  all  cut  to  pieces. 

At  two  o’clock  it  was  intimated  to  the  commander  in  chief  by 
the  duke  de  Montpenfier,  that  his  brother  had  proved  vidorious 
with  the  centre,  while  Thouvenot  arrived  at  the  fame  inftant, 
and  brought  the  joyful  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s  flight. 

But  the  army  was  too  much  fatigued  to  proceed  immediately 
in  purfuit,  for  during  four  whole  days  it  had  been  conftantly 
under  arms,  and  engaged  occafionally  with  the  Auftrians,  while 
for  the  laft  eight  hours  it  was  unceafingly  occupied  in  different 
evolutions.  The  general,  therefore,  deemed  it  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  allow  two  hours  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  fome  refrefh- 
ment,  > as  the  troops  had  not  as  yet  tailed  any  thing  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day.  He  accordingly  ordered  bread  and  brandy  to  be 
diftributed,  and  gave  the  neceffary  directions  refpeCting  the 
wounded. 

At  four  o’clock  orders  were  iffued  for  forming  the  ranks,  and 
it  being  intimated  that  the  army  was  about  to  advance,  the 
foldiers,  forgetting  their  fatigues,  tellified  their  joy  by  loud  accla- 
mations : but  a ridiculous  circumftance  occurred,  which  was  pro- 
ductive of  confiderable  embarraffment.  The  two  heroick  brigades 
already  mentioned,  were  now  feized  with  a fudden  terrour.  They, 
who  had  fo  lately  braved  death,  and  attacked  redoubts  crowded 
with  cannon  and  mufquetry,  were  unaccountably  imprefled  with 
the  idea  that  the  Auftrians  had  undermined  the  mountain  on 
whi:h  they  ftood,  and  that  they  were  about  to  be  blown  into  the 
air  ! Five  battalions,  yielding  to  the  panick  refulting  from  this 
imaginary  danger,  inftantly  abandoned  their  pofition,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  entreaties  and  reprefentations  of  general  Stettenhofen 
who  commanded  them,  and  threw  themfelves  in  great  diforder 
into  the  village  of  Cuefmes.  The  commander  in  chief,  who 
happened  to  be  ftationed  there  with  the  van,  immediately  dif- 
patched  other  troops  to  take  pofteflion  of  Berthaumont,  and  was 
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©bilged  to  defer  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  and  the  capture  of  Mons,  O O K n. 
until  the  next  day. 

In  the  mean  time  the  body  of  light  troops  belonging  to  the  left  ^792. 
wing,  which  had  been  detached  towards  Gelin  and  Notre-Dame, 
on  purpofe  to  hang  upon  and  annoy  the  enemy,  experienced  but 
little  fuccefs ; partly  becaufe  the  retreat  was  conducted  in  a mafterly 
manner  on  the  part  of  the  Auftrians,  and  partly  becaufe  they 
were  not  properly  fupported  by  general  d’Harville,  who  was  too 
late  in  occupying  Mount  Palizel  and  Nimy. 

Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Gemappe,  during  which  both  the 
vidlors  and  the  vanquifhed  difplayed  the  moft  exemplary  courage, 
and  fought  with  a degree  of  obftinacy  feldom  recorded  in 
modern  times.  The  Imperialifts,  particularly  the  Hungarian 
grenadiers,  exhibited  the  moft  determined  valour,  and  there  was 
not  a fmgle  battalion  in  the  whole  French  army  that  did  not  en- 
gage with  the  enemy,  the  greater  part  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry 
fighting  hand  to  hand,  with  fabres  and  ferewed  bayonets.  The 
Auftrians  defended  their  entrenchments  with  great  refolution ; 
their  cannon,  under  the  direciion  of  general  Beaulieu,  took 
aim  with  uncommon  precifion,  and  fwept  away  whole  ranks 
of  fuch  of  the  battalions  as  halted  to  fire ; but  thofe  who 
charged  rapidly  with  bent  heads  and  out-ftretched  bayonets, 
loft  few  men,  and  rendered  the  victory  decifive  On  this 


* The  defenfive  pofition  aflumed  by  the  duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen,  at  Gemappe, 
was  affiiredly  a llrong  one,  and  he  maintained  it  with  uncommon  obftinacy ; but 
it  was  objefted  to  by  Beaulieu,  an  excellent  general  of  artillery,  and  another  plan 
was  a£lually  fuggefted  by  Clairfayt,  an  officer  of  acknowledged  talents : the  al- 
liance however  of  the  governour-genesal  with  an  Auftrian  archduchefs,  rendered  all 
oppofition  ineffectual.  'fg-Sn 

I have  been  affured  by  a nobleman  who  fought  at  the  head  of  the  Hungarian 
grenadiers,  that  the  fuperiour  fire  of  the  French  artillery  contributed  greatly  to 
the  victory,  which  was  undoubtedly  completed  by  the  charge  with  fixed  bayonets, 
firft  fuggefted  by  lieutenant-general  Egalite  (the  prefent  duke  of  Orleans)  and 
Beurnonville,  in  confequence  of  the  eagernefs  difplayed  by  the  troops  to  advance. 
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BOOK  II.  occaiion  too,  the  French  artillery  diftingulfhed  itfelf  in  fuch 
a manner  as  to  difplay  its  wonted  fuperiority,  and  the  officers, 
^792.  privates,  and  horfe^,  fuffered  confiderably,  as  they  advanced  with- 
in mufquet  fhot  of  the  entrenchments. 

The  duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen  loft  nearly  four  thoufand  men,  and 
thirteen  pieces  of  cannon,  feven  of  which,  of  a large  calibre,  were 
left  in  the  redoubts  ; but  this  was  trivial  in  comparifon  with  the 
unfortunate  confequences  that  enfued,  for  the  Belgians  from  that 
moment  confidered  themfelves  emancipated  from  the  yoke  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  while  defertion  and  difmay  pervaded  her 
armies.  Dumouriez  acknowledges  the  lofs  of  no  more  than  two 
thoufand  of  his  troops  in  killed  and  wounded  ; yet,  confider- 
ing  the  refiftance  on  one  hand,  and  the  wiffi  to  extenuate  the 
deftrudlion  that  enfued  on  the  other,  it  may  be  fairly  afferted  that 
as  many  at  leaft  of  his  own  army  periftied  on  that  memorable  day 
as  fell  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  His  advantages  however  were 
numerous,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  military  men,  afforded  ample 
compenfation  for  the  facrifice.  General  Berneron  obtained  Ath, 
[Nov.  8.]  and  general  Labourdonnaye  took  poffeffion  of  Tournay  two 
days  after  the  battle ; the  commandant  of  Dunkirk  with  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  infantry  marched  to  Nieuport,  Gftend, 
and  Bruges,  all  of  which  immediately  opened  their  gates  to  him„ 
and  the  whole  of  Flanders  was  fubdued  without  bring  a fingle 
mufquet. 
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'The  French  proceed  In  their  'uiSiorious  Career^  and  take  FoffeJJion 


oj  Mons^  Brujfehy  Liege,  Antwerp,  and  Namur — SkirmiJI:es  at 
Anderlecht  and  Cumptich — Dumouriez  becomes  fufpebied. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  evening  after  the  battle  of  Gemappe,  BOOK  ll. 


PTTAP  V 


Dumouriez  made  preparations  to  purfue  the  enemy,  and  attack 
Mons,  which  he  had  in  vain  fummoned  to  furrender.  The  com- 
manding officer,  confcious  that  the  fafety  of  the  retreating  army 
depended  on  his  retaining  pofTeffion  of  that  place,  returned  a 
haughty  anfwer,  and  feemed  determined  to  (land  a fiege.  Having 
thus  gained  time,  he  found  means  to  evacuate  the  city  during  the 
night,  and  marched  with  equal  celerity  and  fuccefs  to  rejoin  the 


Auftrians.  Accordingly,  on  the  fucceeding  morning,  Dumouriez  [Nov.  7.] 
entered  Mons,  amidfl  the  fhouts  of  the  inhabitants  who  received 
the  French  as  deliverers,  and  immediately  tranfmitted  an  account 
of  his  viftory  to  the  convention  *. 


* National  Convention. — Thurfday,  November  8,  1792. 

A Letter  was  read  from  General  Dumouriez,  dated  ‘‘  French  head-quarters  at 
Mons,  November  7.”  ( At  the  word  Mons  loud  and  general  applaufe  cnfued-) 

Dumouriez  in  this  dlfpatch  Informed  the  convention,  that  after  fighti^j; , with 
the  Imperialifts  during  five  fuccelfive  days,  the  army  of  the  republick  had  con- 
quered, and  Mons  was  the  fruit  of  their  viflory.  Forty  thoufand  Frenchmen 
had  attacked  twenty-eight  thoufand  Auftrians,  entrenched  on  all  fides,  defended 
by  forty  redoubts,  twenty  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  and  a great  number  of  cannon 
of  a fmaller  calibre,  befides  howitzers.  As  to  the  number  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  on  this  occafion,  he  could  not  give  an  exadt  account  j but  he  fuppofes 
there  might  have  been  three  hundred  of  the  former  and  fix  hundred  of  the  latter. 
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BOOK  II.  But  the  commander  In  chief  was  as  y^t  unab^e  to  advance 
and  take  advantage  of  his  late  fuccefs,  in  confequence  of  being 
1792.  entirely  deftitute  of  money  and  provifions.  However,  as  he 
poffefled  a mind  fertile  in  refources,  he  contrived  to  borrow 
confiderable  fums,  and  even  to  obtain  a variety  of  neceflaries 
for  his  army,  by  means  of  the  contractor  d’Efpagnac : certain 


Fifteen  hundred  of  the  enemy  were  either  taken  prifoners  or  had  dcferted,  and 
.about  four  thoufand  were  killed  and  wounded. 

The  French  took  nine  pieces  of  cannon  and  a large  quanmy  of  ammunition  ; 
and  he  had  difpatehed  general  Berneron  with  eight  thoufand  men  on  one  fide,  and 
general  Dampierre  with  as  many  on  another,  to  feize  on  Ath,  which  contained 
feveral  large  magazines.. 

I'he  Auftrian  army  had  retired  in  the  greateft  diforder  towards  Bruflels  and 
Brune-le-Comte. 

'The  following  ExtraSl  is  tranfcrihed  from  the  General's  Letter. 

“ ExaCIly  at  noon  the  whole  infantry  inftantaneoully  formed  in  columns,  and 
advanced  with  the  utmoft  rapidity,  and  in  the  higheft  fpirits,  towards  the  entrench- 
ments of  the  enemy.  There  was  not  one  column  the  head  of  which  was  belund 
another. 

“ The  lower  tier  of  redoubts  was  inftantly  forced,  and  fuccefsfully  carried ; 
but,  the  obftacles  foon  multiplying,  our  cetitre  became  endangered,  and  I was  feme 
time  before  I perceived  the  enemy’s  cavalry  preparing  to  enter  the  plain,  with  a 
manifeft  intention  of  flanking  our  columns.  I immediately  difpatehed  to  that 
quarter  lieutenant-general  Egalite,  who  by  his  cool  valour  fucceeded  in  inftantly 
Tallying  the  columns,  which  he  led  againft  the  fecond  tier  of  redoubts.  I loft  no 
time  in  fupporting  this  attack,  by  ordering  the  third  regiment  of  chalTeurs  and  the 
fixth  of  huflars,  which  had  very  opportunely  reached  the  feene  of  action,  to  check 
as  well  as  to  charge  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  I proceeded  at  the  fame  time  to  the 
right,  where  I difeovered  that  after  the  moft  complete  fuccefs  on  the  part  of  Beur- 
nonvil^e  in  the  attack  of  the  redoubts,  which  had  been  forced  and  earrisd,  fome 
degree  of  diforder  had  manifefted  itfelf  in  his  cavalry,  whilft  the  general  himfelf 
was  bufied  at  the  head  of  his  infantry.  This  cavalry  I inftantly  rallied,  and 
made  a lively  charge  on  the  enemy’s  horfe,  which  by  this  time  had  reached 
our  right  flank.  At  that  critical  jun£ture  a detached  body  of  the  enemy  attempted 
to  force  the  firft  battalion  of  Paris,  which  received  them  with  the  utmoft 
bravery,  and  killed  feveral  men  with  a Angle  difeharge  of  mufquetry.  Whilft  we 
were  thus  engaged  to  the  right,  our  left  had  carried  the  village  of  Gemappe,  and 
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Opulent  Belgians  alfo  agreed  to  fupply  bread  and  forage  for  two  BOOK  ii. 
months.  He  moreover  procured  a forced  loan  from  the  clergy, 
eonfifting  of  one  year  of  their  revenues,  which  he  faithfully  U92. 
promifed  fhould  be  afterwards  guaranteed  by  the  nation,  and 
repaid  by  the  French. 

Dumouriez  neverthelefs  conducted  himfelf  with  great  policy 
, towards  the  inhabitants  of  the  Low-countries.  Finding  that 
general  Labourdonnaye  had  feized  on  the  publick  money  in 
feveral  of  the  cities  of  Flanders,  he  ordered  copies  of  his  own 
proclamation,  promifing  protedlion  and  indemnity,  to  be  pofted 
up  in  all  the  towns  where  contributions  had  been  exacted, 
reftored  their  property  to  the  citizens,  and  replaced  that  officer 
by  means  of  lieutenant-general  Miranda,  who  had  juft  returned 
from  Paris. 

No  fooner  did  the  archduchefs  of  Auftria  receive  intelligence  of  Flight  and 


our  centre  had  obtained  entire  poflenion  of  the  fecond  tier  of  redoubts.  It  now 
became  neceffary  to  come  once  more  to  an  a£lion  on  the  heights ; this  however 
was  lefs  lively,  and  of  a fhorter  duration,  the  Auftrians  being  altogether  panick>- 
ftruck  at  the  obftinate  and  conftantly  Increafing  valour  of  our  troops.  At  two 
o’clock  they  retired  in  the  utmoft  diforder,  our  army  now  occupying  the  enemy’s 
ground,  covered  with  the  dead  bodies  of  both  parties. 

Dumouriez.” 

Larue,  aide-de-camp  to  general  ' Dumouriez,  mentioned  to  the  convention  the 
bravery  of  Baptifte,  valet-de-chamhre  to  the  general,  who  rallied  five  fquadrons  and 
three  battalions,  and  was  the  firft  to  mount  the  entrenchments,  fword  in  hand. 
It  .was  added,  that  on  being  alked  by  the  commander  In  chief,  “ what  reward  he 
would  have  ?”  he  replied,  “ The  honour  of  wearing  the  national  uniform.” 

Baptifte  himfelf  having  now  appeared  at  . the  bar,  was  received  with  great 
applaufe  ; and  after  being  embraced  by  the  prefident,  was  informed,  “ that  he 
fhould  be  furniflred  with  a complete  uniform  at  the  expence  of  the  republick,  and 
employed,  with  the  rank  of  captain,  in  the  army  under  general  Dumouriez.” 

C.  Egallte  (the  late  duke  of  Orleans)'  now  afcended  the  tribune,  and  requefted 
to  Inform  the  convention  of  what  the  modefty  of  Dumouriez  had  withheld,  namely,. 

that  the  general,  after  rallying  his  riglrt  wing,  marched  himfelf  at  thehead>of 
the  troops,  who  carried  all  the  redoubts  in  fuccelfion,  by  means  of  the  bayonet..” 
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1792. 

declarations 
of  the  arch- 
duchess 
Mary, 


BOOK  II.  the  battle  of  Gemappe,  than  her  royal  highnefs  prepared  to  abdi- 
CHAP.  V.  government  of  the  Low-countries.  Accordingly,  on  the 

approach  of  the  French  army  towards  the  place  of  her  refidence, 
the  court  left  BrulTels,  and  retired  to  Ruremonde.  That  princefs 
eagerly  feized  on  this  unfortunate  occafion,  when  concelBons 
could  be  no  longer  confidered  as  a boon,  to  annul  a former  de- 
claration hoftile  to  the  acknowledged  liberties  of  the  Belgians  ; and 
accordingly,  in  two  feparate  difpatches  to  the  Rates  of  Brabant, 
the  ancient  forms  were  reflored,  and  a promife  given  “ im- 
mutably to  maintain  a conftitution  fo  dear  to  the  people.* ** 
This  meafure,  which  but  a few  months  before  might  have 
fecured  the  allegiance  of  the  natives,  was  now  too  late  in  point 
of  application,  as  it  evidently  appeared  to  be  extorted  by  a 
feeble  policy  in  the  moment  of  terrour,  flight,  and  trepidation. 
The  confequences  were  accordingly  fuch  as  might  have  been 
expected,  and  her  highnefs,  confidering  herfelf  no  longer  fafe  in. 
any  part  of  the  Low -countries,  foon  after  deemed  it  prudent  to 
crofs  the  Rhine,  and  await  more  profperous  days  in  the  heart 
of  Germany. 

The  French  being  now  mafters  of  and  encamped  on  the 
heights  of  Anderlecht,  the  general  difpatched  colonel  Wefter- 
mann  with  a trumpet  to  fummon  Bruflhls.  Marfhal  Bender,  on 
this,  immediately  evacuated  that  city,  and  Dumouriez  entered  it 
amidfl;  the  acclamations  of  the  people ; and,  what  was  perhaps 
flill  more  pleafmg,  between  a double  row  of  Auftrian  deferters^ 
who  lined  the  flireets  on  each  fide,  and  amounted  to  more  than 
four  thoufand 


The  French 
enter  Bruf- 
I'els. 


* National  Convention. — November  14,  1792. 

Copy  of  a Difpatch  from  General  Dumouriez. 

“ Citizen  President, 

Yesterday  I prefented  myfelf  before  Bruflels ; the  Auftrlans  employed  a 
Gonfiderable  force  againft  me,  by  means  of  which  they  difputed  the  heights  of’ 
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The  French  commander  fpent  five  whole  days  In  this  place,  BOOK  ii,_ 
and  thus  afforded  time  to  the  enemy  to  recover  from  their 
fatigues  and  recruit  their  fpirits.  The  delay  was  however  ren- 
dered  in  fome  meafure  neceflary,  there  being  no  more  than 
fourteen  thoufand  livres  in  the  military  cheft  for  the  pay  of  fifty 
thoufand  men.  Obliged  to  ad  the  part  of  a financier  as  well  as 
a general,  Dumouriez  found  means  to  borrow  eighty  thoufand 
forms  from  the  treafury  of  the  capital,  and  even  obtained  a loan 
of  three  hundred  thoufand  livres  without  intereft  from  a private 
banker.  All  the  property  appertaining  to  the  emigrants  was  at 
the  fame  time  confifcated  by  the  French. 

Having  marched  through  Louvain  and  encamped  on  the  [Nov.  20.3 
Pillenberg,  intelligence  was  received  that  the  enemy  occupied  the  c^m^pticL 
heights  of  Cumptich,  in  front  of  Tirlemont.  Being  determined 
to  attack  them  in  this  pofition,  the  commander  in  chief  dif- 
patched  general  d’Harville  to  turn  their  left,  after  which  he 
himfelf  advanced  againft  the  Auftrians  with  his  van-guard.  The 
engagement,  which  was  long  and  bloody,  terminated  at  length  in 
favour  of  the  French,  who  however  were  fuffered  to  reap  but 
little  advantage  from  it ; for,  although  the  army  of  the  duke  of 
Saxe  Tefchen  was  now  reduced  to  about  fifteen  thoufand  men, 
yet  equal  judgment  and  intrepidity  were  difplayed  upon  this 
occafion,  and  he  retreated  ftep  by  ftep,  like  a lion,  ftill  fighting 
and  prefenting  a formidable  front  to  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time  a ftrong  party  was  formed  againft  Du- 


Anderlecht.  Defirous  to  fpare  the  blood  of  my  fellow-citizens,  I lay  all  night 
under  arms,  and  was  received  this  morning  in  Bruflels  as  the  deliverer  of  the 
Brabant  nation. 

“ The  minifter  of  war  will  give  you  further  particulars ; but  what  I can  alTurc 
you  is,  that  it  may  be  now  faid  of  the  French  army,  vires  acquirlt  eundo.  The 
Auftrian  government  has  retired  to  Ruremonde. 

Dumouriez.” 
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BOOK  II.  mouriez  at  Paris.  The  talents  of  this  general  were  confefled  by 
but  he  was  at  the  fame  time  fuppofed  to  poflefs  a genius 
1792.  prone  to  intrigue,  a mind  not  proof  againft  the  allurements  of 
wealth,  and  an  ambition  that  knew  no  bounds.  Pache,  the  new 
minifter  at  war,  refufed  to  give  his  alTent  to  any  of  the  contrads 
into  which  he  had  entered ; and  Gambon,  then  at  the  head  of  the 
finances,  had  infifted,  without  effed,  that  the  ajjignats  fhould  be 
received  in  Belgium  at  the  fame  rate  as  money. 

Bumouriez  The  girondifts,  although  they  doubted  the  fidelity  of  the 

is  lufpedled  . , • r i • 

bythejaco-  Commander  111  chief,  being  anxious  for  the  triumph  of  the  re- 
publican  arms,  were  defirous  to  afford  him  no  juft  ground  of 
complaint ; but  the  jacobins,  who  were  now  paramount  in  the 
convention,  purfued  a more  machiavelian  policy  ; and  as  they 
dreaded  the  treafon  of  the  general  more  than  the  fuccefs  of  the 
enemy,  they  appear  to  have  recurred  to  meafures  exprefsly  cal- 
culated to  retard  his  vidorious  progrefs. 

Accordingly,  on  the  very  day  after  the  fkirmifh  at 
Cumptich,  Garat,  minifter  of  juftice,  tranfmitted  a decree  in 
confequence  of  which  the  commander  in  chief  was  obliged  to 
arreft  iMalus,  Petijean,  and  d’Efpagnac,  who  prefided  over  the 
fupplies  of  his  army  ; and  Marat  already  predided,  “ that  Du- 
mouriez  would  defert  like  la  Fayette.”  Intelligence  was  received 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  national  treafury  had  refufed  to  honour 
a bill  of  three  hundred  thoiifand  livres  for  the  pay  of  the  army. 

After  being  detained  four  days  longer  by  thefe  obftacles,  the 
commander  in  chief  at  length  left  Tirlemont,  and  encamped  at  St. 

[Nov.  2().]  Tron.  Next  day  he  found  the  rear-guard  of  the  enemy  drawn 
up  before  Liege,  with  redoubts  on  which  heavy  cannon  were 
mounted  near  the  village  of  Varoux,  while  the  main  body  was 
polled  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Meufe,  on  the  heights  of  the 
Chartreufe.  The  engagement  continued  during  the  whole  day 
between  the  French  van,  the  artillery  of  which  did  not  difplay  its 
ufual  energy,  and  the  enemy’s  rear-guard  under  general  Staray, 
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who  received  a fevere  wound  during  the  adlion;  he  neverthelefs  BOOK  ir. 
found  means,  after  fuftaining  the  glory  of  the  Auftrian  arms,  to 
crofs  the  river  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening  without  experiencing 
any  confiderable  lofs.  The  Imperialifts  on  this  retired  to  Herve,  Obtain 
and  Dumouriez  having  entered  Liege,  and  polled  Stengel  in  L°lgf 
front  of  it,  on  the  heights  of  Robertmont,  difpatched  a body 
of  light  troops  to  Spa,  Stablo,  and  Malmedy,  to  harafs  the 
enemy’s  flank. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  flege  of  the  citadel  of  Antwerp  was 
confided  to  general  Miranda,  who  had  been  entrufted  with  the 
diredion  of  the  northern  army.  The  city  had  already  been 
taken  polfeflion  of  by  the  French^;  but  as  this  fortrefs  was 
fuppofed  capable  of  an  obllinate  refiftance,  the  commander  in 
chief  recurred  to  extraordinary  means  in  order  to  fubdue  it.  He 
had  accordingly  prepared  a flotilla  of  five  armed  veffels  f , under 
the  command  of  captain  Moultfon,  an  American  officer  in  the 
fervice  of  France,  with  which  he  prepared  to  afeend  the  Scheldt, 
a river  unaccuftomed  for  ages  to  waft  fhips  of  burden  along  its 
deep  and  majeftick  ftream. 

The  ftates-general  of  Holland,  in  confequence  of  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Imperial  minifter,  had  not  only  refufed  a paflage, 
but  even  requefted  the  prince  of  Orange,  as  admiral -general, 
to  order  the  commander  of  the  Dutch  guardffiip,  ftationed  at  the 


* National  Convention. — November  21. 

A LETTER  from  general  Labourdonnaye  announced,  that  his  advanced  guard, 
commanded  by  general  Lamarliere,  entered  the  city  of  Antwerp  on  the  1 8th ; that 
the  magiflrates  delivered  up  the  keys,  and  received  the  French  with  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  of  fraternity  which  they  exprefied  towards  them. 

f This  little  fquadron  confifted  of — 

1.  The  Ariel,  mounting  twenty-four  guns  ; 

2.  A brig,  carrying  fourteen  ; and 

3.  Three  gun-boats,  provided  with  twenty -four  pounders. 
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BOOK  II.  mouth,  to  Inform  the  French  commander,  “ that  by  virtue  of 
treaties  no  fhip  of  war  could  enter.”  This,  however,  did  not 
1792.  prevent  the  armament  from  bearing  the  three-coloured  flag 
under  the  walls  of  the  citadel  of  Antwerp,  the  fiege  of  which  was 
Antwerp,  conduded  with  fuch  ability  and  fuccefs  that  it  furrendered  in  a 

[Nov.  26.]  days. 

The  French  now  proceeded  in  their  career  of  fuccefs.  The 
Louvain,  and  city  of  Louvain  opened  its  gates ; in  the  courfe  of  a few  days 
* 2 ] caftle  of  Namur  alfo  yielded  to  a detachment  of  troops 

under  general  Valence ; while  a proclamation  was  ilTued  at 
BruflTels  in  the  name  of  the  ‘‘  fovereign  people,”  declaring,  “ in 
the  face  of  heaven  and  of  earth,  that  all  the  bonds  which  for- 
merly united  them  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria  were  then  broken  ;” 
they  at  the  fame  time  proclaimed,  “ that  they  would  no  longer 
acknowledge  any  other  fovereignty  over  the  Belgick  Netherlands 
than  that  of  the  nation,  which  had  now  recovered  its  primitive, 
imprefcriptible,  and  unalienable  rights.” 

Thus  Dumouriez  in  fome  meafure  realifed  all  his  boaftings  ; 
for,  within  the  fpace  of  one  month  after  opening  the  campaign, 
notwithftanding  the  fturdy  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  no  lefs  formidable  obflacles  relative  to  the  fupply  of 
money,  clothes,  ammunition,  and  provifions,  he  now  found 
himfelf  completely  mailer  of  ail  the  Low-countries,  and  the 
whole  of  the  territory  belonging  to  Liege,  with  the  exception  of 
the  duchy  of  Luxembourg  and  the  little  town  of  Herve. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


I'he  People  of  Liege  receive  the  French  as  their  Deliverers — 
bitious  ProjeSis  of  Dumouriez — He  marches  againf  and  defeats 
the  Aufirians — Places  his  army  in  Winter-quarters  ; after  vohich 
he  repairs  to  Paris — Critical  Situation  of  Cufiine. 


The  French  had  now  obtained  complete  pofleffion  of  the 
principality  of  Liege,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  favourable 
to  their  caufe,  and  rejoiced  exceedingly  at  being  refcued  from 
the  dominion  of  an  imperious  ecclefiaftick.  They  had  been  long 
at  variance  with  the  clergy,  and  the  remains  of  two  fortified 
caftles  on  the  banks  of  the  Meufe  point  out  the  means  formerly 
recurred  to,  on  purpofe  to  Infure  their  allegiance.  The  im- 
politick  condudl  of  the  prefent  prince-bifiiop  had  renewed  the 
difputes  of  a former  age  ; but,  being,  unprovided  with  an  army, 
or  even  a garrifon,  his  highnefs  was  at  length  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  flight.  No  fooner,  however,  had^he  reached  a place 
of  fafety,  than  he  preferred  a formal  complaint  againft  his 
fubje£ls,  v^hofe  unanimous  infurreftion  * under  Fabry,  the 
mayor  of  the  city,  ferves  to  demonftrate  far  better  than  any 
feries  of  fadts,  however  well  authenticated,  that  they  had  been 
treated  with  injuftice.  The  chamber  of  Wetzlaer  being  applied 
to,  immediately  condemned  this  notorious  infradion  of  eftabliflied 
ufages,  and  publifhed  a refcript,  by  which  the  directors  of  the 
circle  were  enjoined  to  force  the  rebels  to  return  to  their 
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BOOK  11.  obedience.  Frederick- William  II.  being  charged  with  the 
execution  of  a fentence  the  validity  of  which  could  not  be 
1792.  difputed,  complied  with  relud:ance ; he  even  took  care  to  inter- 
pofe  certain  modifications  in  behalf  of  the  infurgents ; and  when 
his  troops  at  length  entered  the  principality,  they  appeared  to 
have  been  fent  thither  rather  for  the  protection  than  the  caftiga- 
tion  of  the  inhabitants. 

But  a fudden  change  took  place  in  the  politicks  of  the  court 
of  Berlin:  and  the  caufe  of  the  people  of  Liege  being  abandoned 
by  the  king  of  PrufiTia,  in  confequence  of  the  treaty  of  Reichen- 
bach,  prince  Ferdinand  of  Rohan,  who  had  been  eleCted  regent, 
was  obliged  to  abdicate ; the  bifhop  was  reinftated  in  his  do- 
minions, and  the  decrees  of  the  Imperial  chamber  enforced. 

The  citizens,  ftiocked  rather  than  fubdued  by  the  defertion 
of  their  pretended  proteCtors,  ftill  languiftied  for  liberty  and 
vengeance ; they  rejoiced  aloud  at  the  recent  fuccelfes  of 
France,  and  on  the  advance  of  her  armies  towards  their  capital 
hoped  that  a favourable  opportunity  had  at  length  arrived,  not 
only  of  fhaking  off  the  yoke  of  the  prince-bifhop,  but  alfo  of 
annulling  the  jurifdi«Tion  of  the  empire. 

Plans  and  SucH  were  the  people  whom  Dumouriez  now  wilhed  to  re- 
gulate  according  to  his  fancy,  and  whofe  government  he  hoped 
Dumouriez.  to  model  fo  as  to  correfpond  with  his  own  views.  As  a 
powerful  party  was  formed  againft  him  in  Paris,  he  was  defirous 
to  oppofe  its  efforts  by  means  of  refources  obtained  folely  by 
himfelf ; to  carry  an  the  war  without  the  affiftance  of  the 
metropolis ; and  then,  with  a victorious  army,  either  reftore  the 
imprifoned  king,  or  fet  up  a new  dynafty  in  the  family  of 
Orleans,  as  befi;  fuited  his  views.  In  conformity  to  thefe  defigns, 
he  was  extremely  defirous  that  the  inhabitants  of  Liege  fhould 
declare  themfelves  an  independent  nation,  becaufe,  relying  on 
their  warlike  difpofition,  he  hoped  within  the  fpace  of  a few  days 
to  be  furnifhed  with  a large  body  of  infantry  j while  they,  at  the 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


203 


fame  time,  levied  a formidable  militia  for  their  own  internal  de-  BOOK  ir. 
fence.  He  expected  that  the  Belgians  would  be  induced  to 
follow  their  example,  and  that  he  Ihould  thus  have  the  entire  U92. 

difpofal  of  all  the  military  forces  and  pecuniary  refources  of 
both  Rates.  After  driving  the  Auftrians  beyond  the  Rhine,  it 
was  his  intention  to  dilTolve  the  convention,  to  proclaim  the  firft 
conftitution,  and,  like  another  Monk,  reftore  the  monarchy, 
utterly  regardlefs  of  the  confent  of  the  people,  the  violation  of 
principles,  and  the  breach  of  oaths  *. 

But  the  ruling  party  at  Paris  had  already  divined  his  plans, 
and  prevented  their  execution.  He  himfelf  alfo  appears  at  this 
period  to  have  been  placed  in  a difagreeable  fituation : for  as 
France  was  not  adfually  at  war  with  the  empire,  he  was  unable 
to  purfue  the  enemy  without  croffing  the  duchy  of  Juliers  ; 
neither  could  he  render  his  winter-quarters  fecure  unlefs  he 
placed  a garrifon  in  its  capital. 

Nor.  was  he  lefs  embarralfed  in  refpefl  to  Holland.  He 
found  it  impoITible  to  advance,  or  even  to  retain  the  navigation 
of  the  Maefe,  without  being  in  pofTeflion  of  Maeftricht,  where 
more  than  two  thoufand  emigrants  had  taken  refuge,  and  recruited 
publickly  for  the  army  of  the  exiled  princes. 

The  French  commander  in  chief  was  extremely  defirous  to 
obtain  this  fortrefs  by  violence  or  fraud  ; he  therefore  propofed 
that  it  Ihould  either  be  feized  by  force  of  arms,  or  that  an 
ancient  claim  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  Liege  on  one  of  its 
quarters  Ihould  be  renewed,  and  a body  of  troops  belonging 
to  that  nation  perrhitted  to  advance  againft  it,  while  the  French 
appeared  to  ad:  merely  in  the  charader  of  auxiliaries.  It  v/as 
was  with  this  view  that  he  tranfmifted  orders  to  general  Miranda, 
who  had  advanced  to  Ruremonde,  to  fend  for  his  heavy  artillery, 
to  Tongres,  where  he  was  to  eftablilh  his  head-quarters  j and  in 


* La  Vie  du  General  Dumouriez,  t.  Ill, 
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BOOK  II.  the  mean  time  he  was  inftru£led  to  extend  his  cantonments 
along  the  left  bank  of  the  Maefe,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  inveft  the 
1792.  fortrefs.  After  having  commenced  the  fiege  with  30,000  men, 
he  himfelf  propofed  to  march  at  the  head  of  an  equal  number 
of  troops,  in  order  firft  to  drive  the  Imperialifts  from  Aix-Ia- 
Chapelle,  and  then  chafe  them  beyond  the  Rhine. 

But  Lebrun,  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  in  conformity  to 
the  decided  opinion  of  the  executive  council,  refufed  to  fanftion 
fo  wanton  an  aggreflion  ; and  Briffot  and  the  girondifts,  who 
ftill  pofleffed  confiderable  influence  in  the  convention,  although 
not  in  the  capital,  deemed  it  highly  imprudent  to  arm  Holland 
and  her  allies  againfl  the  republick., 

Du MOURIEZ,  therefore,  after  difpatching  general  Lamarliere 
to  levy  contributions  in  the  duchy  of  Cleves  belonging  to  the 
king  Pruffla,  determined  to  march  immediately  againfl:  the 
Auftrians,  as  he  was  forced  to  abandon  the  other  part  of  his 
plan.  But  his  army,  flill  encamped  behind  Liege,  was  deprived 
of  every  comfort.  Some  of  the  battalions  were  entirely  deftitute 
of  fhoes  and  ftockings  j whole  regiments  were  infeded  with  the 
itch ; neither  ftraw  nor  wood  could  be  obtained ; and  Ronfin 
the  commiffary-general,  who  was  at  variance  with  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  only  fupplied  the  army  with  provifions  from 
day  to  day.  In  the  midfl  of  thefe  multiplied  difficulties  the 
foldiers  defected  in  bands ; and,  as  forage  could  not  be  procured, 
the  artillery  and  cavalry  fuffered  greatly,  6000  horfes  having 
adually  perifhed  in  the  courfe  of  two  months. 

At  length,  the  general  having  borrowed,  or  rather  exaded, 
the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand  livres  from  the 
feven  collegiate  churches  of  Liege,  determined  to  fet  out 
-in  qiiefl  of  the  enemy,  now  polled  in  divifions  communicating 
with  each  other  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Herve,  and  Henry-Chapelle. 
Having  difpatched  colonels  Trecheville  and  de  Hack  to  ad 
againfl;  their  left  flank,  he  ordered  general  Stengel  to  advance  in 
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front.  The  Imperialifts,  after  maintaining  their  pofition  for  fome  BOO  K ir. 
time  with  their  accuftomed  valour,  retired  with  the  lofs  of  about 
three  hundred  men,  and  general  Clairfayt  immediately  occupied  ^792. 
a new  and  formidable  pofition  behind  the  Herfte.  The  French 
had  only  to  accomplifh  a march  of  ten  leagues  in  order  to 
diflodge  him,  but  bread  and  forage  were  abfolutely  wanting  to 
enable  them  to  conclude  the  campaign  by  fo  brilliant  an  en- 
terprife 

While  the  vid;orious  armies  of  the  republick  extended  their 
fame  and  their  conquefts,  and  threatened  the  humiliation  of  all 
their  enemies,  the  convention  began  to  experience  the  degrading 
influence  of  Robefpierre  and  Marat.  Pro-confular  power  was 
voted  to  commiflioners  avaricious  and  venal  'j*,  plunder  became 
organifed  into  a fyftem,  the  ecclefiaftical  property  in  Belgium 
was  fequeftered,  and  the  trial  and  execution  of  the  king  de- 
cided upon. 

T o add  to  the  calamities  of  France,  at  this  moment  a period 
was  about  to  be  put  to  her  fucceffes  in  Germany.  Cuftine, 
pa'rtly  in ' confequence  of  not  being  properly  fupported  by 
Kellermann,  and  partly  by  his  own  imprudence,  was  forced  to 
^ evacuate  Francfort ; while  the  Pruflians,  who  might  have  been 
annihilated  during  their  retreat  from  France,  after  exhibiting  the 
moft  diftinguiflied  marks  of  difcipllne  and  perfeverance,  now 
occupied  that  city,  as  well  as  Coblentz  and  Treves.  The  French 
general,  fo  lately  victorious  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  and  the 
Maine,  was  obliged  to  fupplicate  fuccour  and  alfiftance.  To 
retrieve  his  recent  misfortunes,  he  propofed  to  penetrate  Into 
Franconia,  at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand  troops,  and  Beurnonville 
was  exprefsly  entrufted  with  the  army  of  the  Mofelle  on 
purpofe  to  aflift  him ; but  Valence  was  not  permitted  to  attack 


* See  Life  of  Dumourlez,  v.  III.  p.  416.  f Decree  of  Dec.  15,  1792. 
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BOOK  II.  Treves  and  Coblentz  In  conformity  to  his  reqiieft,  nor  vp^ould 
Dumouriez  march  againft  and  befiege  Luxembourg  with  a view 
1792.  Qf  producing  a diverfion  in  his  favour,  although  the  executive 
council  had  ilTued  its  commands  for  that  purpofe.  Money, 
■provifions,  magazines,  and  even  arms  and  ammunition,  were  all 
wanting  at  this  moment,  and  the  groffeft  mifmanagement  now 
prevailed  in  the  war  department,  and  throughout  all  the  various 
branches  of  publick  adminiftration. 

Under  pretext  of  confulting  the  minifters  relative  to  the 
approaching  campaign,  Dumouriez  repaired  to  Paris  about  this 
period  ; but  his  real  motive,  according  to  his  own  account,  was 
to  fave  the  life  of  the  unfortunate  monarch.  To  effed  this, 
he  pretends  to  have  fecretly  introduced  a confiderable  body 
of  troops  into  the  capital,  and  to  have  employed  general 
Thouvenot,  and  an  adjutant  of  the  name  of  Poutrel,  to  dired: 
their  movements.  But  the  Parifians  were  at  this  moment  out- 
rageous againft  their  late  king,  and  the  influence  of  the  jacobins 
now  preponderated  in  the  convention.  The  national  guards  were 
taught  to  confider  Louis  XVI.  as  a perjured  and  perfidious 
prince ; and  the  commander  in  chief  himfelf  confeflfes  that 
even  the  troops  of  the  line  had  become  indifferent  to  his  fate. 


* Life  of  Dumouriez,  vol.  III.  p.  428. 
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Hhe  'Execution  of  Louis  XVI.  either  the  Caufe  or  the  Pretext  of  a 
new  War — Of  the  Situation  of  Holland  and  England  anteriour  to 
that  Epoch.- 


A LEAGUE  of  foreign  princes,  not  content  with  the  repeated 
plunder  and  difmemberment  of  Poland,  and  ftill  aiming  at  the 
utter  fubverfion  of  that  ftate,  had  endeavoured  to  extend  their 
gigantick  projeds  to  France,  and  fondly  hoped  to  overturn  a 
conftitution  which,  by  limiting  the  defpotifm  of  an  abfolute 
monarch,  exhibited  but  too  fedudive  an  example  to  the  nations 
fubjeded  to  their  own  yoke.  The  deftrudion  of  the  Baftille  ac- 
cordingly feemed  to  be  the  fignal  for  hoflilities  to  one  part  of- 
Europe ; while  the  melancholy  cataftrophe  of  Louis  XVI.  ap- 
peared to  produce  a new  combination  of  ftates,  fome  free  and 
fome  enflaved,  and  not  only  rendered  the  conteft  more  general, 
but  alfo  more  ferocious.  The  blood  that  ftreamed  from  the 
trunk  of  the  decollated  monarch  feemed  to  be  transfufed  into 
the  banners  of  fuch  of  the  furrounding  nations  as  either  wifhed 
with  a romantick  generofity  to  avenge  his  fall,  or  with  a perfidious 
policy  to  take  advantage  of  the  anarchy  likely  to  accompany  it. 
From  that  moment  the  conflid  afllimed  a wider  range  and  a more 
favage  afped  j as  if  not  content  with  one  element,  the  ocean 
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BOOK  III.  began  to  redden  with  carnage,  and  the  death  of  a fingle  king 
^^^^^^l^upon  a publick  fcaffold,  an  event  which  had  been  contem- 
1792.  plated  towards  the  middle  of  the  feventeenth  century  by  Europe 
with  apparent  indifference,  either  afforded  a caufe  or  a pretext 
at  the  latter  end  of  the  eighteenth  for  the  facrifice  of  near  a 
million  of  mankind ! 

The  conteft  with  France  until  then  was  confined  to  the  courts 
of  Berlin  and  Vienna,  which  had  been  forced  to  withdraw  their 
armies,  and  were  now  threatened  with  a fevere  retaliation ; while 
the  king  of  Sardinia,  who  adled  the  part  of  a feeble  ally  and  an 
impotent  enemy,  beheld  the  three-coloured  flag  advancing  towards 
the  walls  of  his  capital.  But  at  this  eventful  epoch  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  war,  frefh  fchemes  of  fubjugation^were  formed,  new  al- 
> liances  entered  into,  and  ancient  enmities  forgotten. 

Spain,  no  longer  cherifhing  her  jealoufy  of  one  of  the  great 

« 

maritime  powers,  and  adiuated  by  a generous  indignation  rather 
than  an  enlightened  policy,  immediately  began  to  arm.  The  court 

i 

of  Naples  prepared  to  follow  the  example  of  its  ally,  and  fupport 
the  caufe  of  kings,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  avenged  a family 
quarrel.  The  refumption  of  Avignon,  and  the  refufal  of  the  cuf- 
tomary  tribute  extorted  by  fuperftition  from  ignorance,  afford- 
ed grounds  for  refentment  on  the  part  of  the  Holy  See ; but 
the  degraded  date  of  religion,  the  perfecution  of  its  minifters, 
the  overthrow  of  its  altars,  and  the  murder  of  an  anointed 
monarch,  prefented  far  more  popular  pretexts  to  a pontiff  who, 
in  compliance  with  the  maxims  of  his  predeceffors,  feduloufly  en- 
deavoured to  identify  the  caufe  of  the  church  with  that  of  the 
Divinity. 

Portugal,  fcarcely  poffefling  a will  of  its  own,  was  ready  to 
follow  in  the  train  of  a protestor ; but  Sweden  and  Denmark, 
tenacious  of  the  bleffings  of  peace,  could  neither  'be  feduced  nor 
terrified  into  hoftllities.  The  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  too  wife  to 
dream  of  diflant  conquefls  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  confined  her 
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refentment  agamft  France  to  the  difmiffion  of  an  ambafladour  * ; 
while  Ihe  at  the  fame  time  manifefted  her  fingular  hatred  at  in- 
juftice  and  innovation  by  marching  her  numerous  armies  to  the 
borders  of  the  Viflula,  and  feizing  on  the  territories  of  a repub- 
lick,  rendered  incapable  of  refiftance  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  its 
grandees,  and  the  flavery  of  its  peafants. 

Two  other  Rates,  more  opulent  in  confequence  of  being  more 
commercial,  and  at  once  more  happy  and  more  refpe(Rable  be- 
caufe  more  free,  demand  particular  mention. 

Holland,  which  had  fo  long  profited  by  the  follies  and  the 
prejudices  of  other  nations,  was  doomed  to  be  involved,'  and  that 
too  without  her  own  confent,  in  a conteR  fatal  to  her  independ- 
ence. In  order  to  conceive  a juR  idea  -of  a meafure  even  then 
confidered  as  equivocal,  it  is  now  only  neceffary  to  compare  her 
former  with  her  prefent  fituation. 

Wars  are  generally  unprofitable  to  Rates  purely  commercial ; 
but  they  become  eminently  dangerous  when  the  love  of  wealth 
has  extinguiflied  the  love  of  glory,  and  the  citizen,  conRantly  in 
fearch  of  the  gain  derived  from  trafiick,  confides  his  arms  to  the 
hands  of  a mercenary  whom  he  pays  for  prote<Ring  him.  A 
recurrence  to  the  genius  of  the  people,  the  nature  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  hiRory  of  the  recent  difeontents,  and  the  critical  fitua- 
tion of  the  firR  magiRrate,  fully  demonRrated  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  a fage  neutrality ; but  the  indifereet  zeal  of  a pub- 
lick  fundlionary,  and  an  ancient  ally,  precipitated  the  Rates-gene- 
ral  into  an  abyfs  of  calamities. 

Originally  a race  of  humble  fifliermen,  the  Dutch,  infpired 
by  the  voice  of  liberty,  contended  with  and  adlually  overcame 
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* During  the  fiAumer  of  1 792,  her  imperial  majefty  was  plcafed  to  intimate  to 
the  fieur  Genet,  ‘ that  he  muft  quit  her  capital  in  eight  days,  and  the  ftates  of 
RulTia  as  foon  after  as  pofTible.’  This  extraordinary  mode  of  difmiffing  an  am- 
bafladour  was  foon  after  imitated  by  the  Britilh  cabinet. 
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BOOK  HI.  the  power  of  the  Spanifli  monarchy,  although  fupported  by  ve- 
teran  armies  and  fuccoured  by  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican,  which 
1792.  had  not  then  ceafed  to  be  formidable.  After  triumphing  over 
kings,  popes,  and  fuperftition,  finding  their  own  country  too 
narrow  for  their  wants,  they  reaped  a rich  harveft  in  the  neigh- 
bouring feas,  acquired  extenfive  dominions  in  the  Eaft,  and  dif- 
puted  the  empire  of  the  ocean,  for  two  centuries,  with  the  greateft 
and  moft  opulent  kingdoms  of  Europe.  The  princes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Orange,  who  had  aflifted  in  their  liberation,  derived 
not  only  glory  but  the  moft  folid  benefits  from  their  patriotifin, 
for  they  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  without  ftiaring  in  any  of  the 
inconveniences  attached  to  royalty  : they  became  captains-general 
and  commanders  in  chief  both  by  fea  and  land ; they  formed 
alliances  with  the  moft  illuftrious  families  ; and  at  length  the  head 
of  one  of  them* 'was  adorned  with  the  crown  of  the  firft  free 
ftate  in  the  univerfe. 

But,  if  brave  and  gallant,  they  were  alfo  ambitious : they 
afpired  to  the  foie  diredtion  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  j and, 
not  content  with  this,  they  claimed  a right  by  birth  to  regulate 
the  adminiftration  of  an  independent  nation,  thus  afluming  a 
fuperiority  that  feemed  to  fet  the  laws  at  defiance.  Although 
great,  they  were  not  however  uniformly  fuccefsful,  for  they 
were  fometimes  ftripped  of  their  power  and  reduced  to  the 
rank  of  fimple  citizens  : at  one  memorable  epoch,  the  republican 
genius  of  De  Witt  triumphed,  and  the  ftadtholderfhip  was  abolifhed. 

But  the  talents  and  energy  of  William  III.  not  only  reftored 
but  augmented  the  power  of  his  family,  and  from  that  time  it 
alTumed  prerogatives  which  became  dangerous  and  even  infup- 
portable  in  the  hands  of  his  lefs  energetick  fucceffbrs. 

T o poffefs  all  the  pretenfions  without  inheriting  all  the  talents  of 
his  family,  was  lefs  the  crime  than  the  misfortune  6f  William  V. ; 
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and  it  would  be  unbecoming  perhaps  in  the  native  of  a country  BOOK  iii. 
which  ranks  his  anceftor  among  the  greateft  of  her  kings,  too  O 

freely  to  cenfure  a maglftrate  whofe  uniform  attachment  to  her  in- 
terefls  has  proved  the  ruin  of  his  houfe. 

The  political  condud  of  the  prince  of  Orange  during  the 
American  war  excited  the  rage  of  the  Dutch  patriots  ; while  cer- 
tain claims,  urged  foon  after  by  his  highnefs,  ferved  to  embitter 
their  refentment 

Commotions  having  enfued,  many  of  the  cities  abollflied 
the  privileges  formerly  conferred  upon  his  anceftors ; on  this  the 
ftadtholder  reeurred  to  force,  and  employed  troops  againft  two  of 
the  refradory  towns But  the  Rates  of  Holland,  offended  at 
his  condud,  menaced  to  deprive  him  of  all  his  privileges ; and 
a petty  civil  war  having  taken  place,  the  Dutch  proved  vidorious 
over  their  firft  magiflrate. 

• A PRETENDED  infult  offered  to  his  filler  foon  after  called 
down  the  vengeance  of  Frederick-William  II.,  who  immediately 
affembled  an  army  in  Weflphalia,  while  England  armed  in  the 
fame  caufe,  and  France,  then  governed  by  the  cardinal  de  Brienne, 
betrayed  by  a perfidious  timidity  the  nation  which  fhe  had 
folemnly  promifed  to  fupport.  The  duke  of  Brunfwick,  who 
was  entrufled  with  the  fubjugation  of  Holland,  perceiving  the 
Dutch  to  be  abandoned  by  their  allies,  advanced  without  hefita- 
tion  : feveral  of  the  frontier  towns  were  furrendered ; Utrecht 
capitulated,  Amflerdam  itfelf,  the  lall  refuge  of  the  Rates  of  Hol- 
land, was  forced  to  yield  ; and  in  the  fpace  of  twenty  days,  twenty 
thoufand  Pruflians  overcame  that  republick  which  had  fo  gal- 

Thefe  confifted,  ift.  Of  the  privilege  to  influence  tlie  election  of  deputies  to 
the  ftates-general  and  the  magillrates  of  the  cities,  by  means  of  circular  letters : 
and  2dly,  0£-th^  foie  right  to  pafs  through  a certain  gate  called  la  Porte  Stat- 
houderienney  to  the  hall  of  the  Rates.  It  is  no  lefs  furprifing  than  true,  that  a per- 
tinacious adherence  to  thefe  frivolous  but  perhaps  dangerous  privileges  on  the  part 
of  the  firft  magiflrate,  at  length  produced  his  exile  and  overthrow ! 
f Hattem  and  Elburg. 
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BOOK  III.  lantly  and  fuccefsfully  contended  with  Philip  II.  for  its  liberties, 
and  Louis  XIV.  for  its  independence. 

1792.  But  this  victory  was  not  ufed  with  difcretion,  and  Holland 
appeared  to  be  rather  over-run  than  fubdued.  The  patriots,  in- 
dignant at  the  treatment  they  now  received,  thirfted  in  their  turn 
after  vengeance.  Some  left  a country  where  they  could  no  longer 
refide  in  fafety ; while  others  remained  there,  notwithftanding  the 
oppreflions  exercifed  againft  them,  in  hopes  of  a change. 

At  length  the  revolution  which  had  occurred  in  a neighbour- 
ing country  infpired  confidence  and  obtained  for  them  the  pro- 
mife  of  fupport  and  afliftance.  The  refugees  found  an  afylum 
in  Belgium,  where  they  formed  themfelves  into  regiments  and  were 
taught  the  ufe  of  arms.  In  confequence  of  their  vicinity,  they 
had  been  enabled  to  k eep  up  a regular  intercourfe  with  their 
countrymen,  and  became  acquainted  with  every  event  favourable 
to  their  caufe.  The  increafe  of  the  internal  imports,  the  decay 
of  trade,  the  alleged  mifapplication  of  the  publick  money,  the 
countenance  given  to  the  French  emigrants,  and,  above  all,  the 
real  or  fuppofed  ufurpations  on  the  part  of  the  firrt  magirtrate, 
had  greatly  increafed  the  number  of  the  difeontented ; and  there 
were  not  a few  who  preferred  even  a foreign  yoke,  which  they 
confidered  as  but  tranlnury,  to  the  continued  horrours  of  do- 
mertick  fubjugation. 

The  war  of  opinions  had  already  commenced  in  Britain,  and 
fome  machiavelian  politicians  now  began  to  augur  the  neceflity 
of  a war  of  another  kind.  A divine  alike  refpedtable  for  his 
talents  and  his  integrity,  having  preached  a fermon  aflerting  the 
jurtice  of  the  Englifli  revolution  at  the  latter  end  of  the  feven- 
teenth  century,  and  anticipating  much  happinefs  from  that  which 
had  fo  recently  occurred  in  France,  fome  perfons  were  pleafed  to 
take  umbrage  at  his  opinions  ; but  it  was  referved  for  an  eloquent 
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ftatefman  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  devoted  the  whole  of  his  BOOK  III, 
life  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  to  attempt  a refutation.  The  elegant 
work  in  which  he  endeavoured  with  confiderable  fuccefs  to 
gild  and  varnilh  the  obfolete  dodrines  of  a Filmer,  a Brady, 
and  a Sacheverel,  loft  him  many  friends  ; but,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  gained  him  the  hearts  of  all  his  former  enemies,  and  not  only 
procured  the  profpedl  and  even  the  promife  of  a peerage,  but 
refcued  himfelf  and  family  from  the  thraldom  of  a ruined  fortune. 

The  rewards  prematurely  announced  for  tenets  fuch  as  thefe, 
and  that  too  during  the  reign  of  a family  whofe  elevation  from 
the  eledoral  to  the  regal  dignity  originated  folely  in  the  juft 
claim  of  the  nation  to  alter,  reform,  and  change  its  government, 
occafioned  much  furprife  and  provoked  many  able  replies.  As 
the  current  of  popular  opinion  did  not  then  flow  exadlly  in  the 
fame  direction  with  the  favour  of  the  court,  a pamphlet  entitled 
“ The  Rights  of  Man,”  in  which  fentiments  of  an  oppoflte  kind 
were  maintained  with  peculiar  afperity  of  animadverfion,  was 
read  and  circulated  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  alarm  the  admi- 
niftration.  Editions  were  multiplied  in  every  poflible  form  and 
fize ; it  was  alike  feen  in  the  hands  of  the  noble  and  the  ple- 
beian, and  became  at  length  tranflated  into  the  various  languages 
of  Europe.  So  great  and  fo  general  was  the  effed,  that  it 
feemed  to  operate  like  an  eledlrick  fhock,  and  adually  produced 
a fpecies  of  political  earthquake,  the  vibrations  of  which  affeded 
more  or  lefs  every  mind  in  the  kingdom. 

The  cabinet  council,  eager  to  confider  this  daring  reply  as 
the  fignal  of  alarm,  foon  after  ilTued  a proclamation  againft 
“ wicked  and  feditious  libels  profecutions  were  commenced 
with  a zeal  hitherto  unknown  fince  the  extinction  of  the  Star- 
chamber,  and  the  prefs  became  at  length  fubjeCl  to  reftraints  that 
but  ill  accorded  with  our  accuftomed  notions  refpeCling  liberty. 


* Right  hon.  Edmund  Burke. 
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CHiU’  referved  for  the  fmgular  fortune  of  an  unlettered 

' man  after  contributing  by  one  publication  f to  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  Trans-Atlantick  continent,  to  terrify  and  almoft  to 
fubdue  the  firft  Rate  in  Europe  by  another  ! 

The  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  whofe  averfion  from  the 
French  had  chiefly  originated  in  the  degrading  nature  of  their 
government,  rejoiced  to  behold  a neighbouring  nation  refcuing 
itfelf  from  the  bondage  of  ages,  and  alTerting  its  rights  to  a 
free  conftitution.  Many  political  clubs  and  focieties  were  eager 
to  felicitate  the  firfl:  alTembly  on  its  labours  : fome  of  them 
actually  tranfmitted  fhoes  for  the  troops  about  to  contend  in  the 
caufe  of  freedom,  and  even  contributed  money  to  furnifh  them 
with  arms  againft  thofe  who  wifhed  either  to  intimidate  or  to  en- 
flave  them.  Of  the  addrelfes  which  accompanied  thefe  prefents, 
a few  were  unobjectionable ; but  feveral  were  couched  in  lan- 
guage calculated  to  give  offence  to  moderate  men  of  all  parties, 
and  abounded  with  fuch  inflammatory  allufions  in  refpeCl  to  the 
Britifh  government  that  they  incurred  the  fevereft  cenfure  and 
reprehenfion. 

England  was  at  this  period  recovering  fall  from  the  wounds 
inflicted  by  the  American  war.  The  genius  of  the  country  had 
been  fulfered  to  develope  itfelf  in  the  elegance,  variety,  and 
cheapnefs  of  its  manufactures.  Every  market  in  the  world  was 
fupplied  with  her  commodities  ; the  cities  of  Europe,  Afia,  and 
America,  glittered  with  her  productions  ; the  feraglios  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  the  barbarian  majefty  of  Fez  and  Tangiers,  as  well  as 
the  more  refined  luxury  difplayed  in  the  harams  of  the  Eaft,  and 
even  the  pagodas  of  China  and  Japan,  were  embellifhed  by  her 
artifans.  Every  ftrait,  every  bay,  and  every  fea,  was  vifited  by 
our  fhips  ; and  there  was  fcarcely  a portion  of  the  habitable  globe 
that  might  not  be  confidered  as  contributing  at  the  fame  time  to 
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the  opulence  of  our  adventurous  merchants,  and  the  neceflities  of  BOOK  iir. 

CHAP.  I. 

our  numerous  poor. 

Never  was  the  idea  of  a war  lefs  popular  than  at  the  epoch  ^792. 
now  alluded  to.  A generous  fentiment  of  forbearance  pervaded  the 
v«rhole  nation,  and  many  men  of  the  greateft  weight,  talents,  and 
confequence  in  the  kingdom,  were  decidedly  adverfe  to  hoftilities. 

Among  the  friends  of  peace  in  one  houfe  of  parliament  appeared  a 
Bedford,  doomed  to  perifh  before  his  talents  were  fully  unfolded; 
a Lauderdale,  diftinguifhed  by  the  depth  and  extent  of  his  know- 
ledge ; a Stanhope,  celebrated  for  his  philofophical  attainments, 
and  already  obnoxious  to  thofe  in  power  from  the  pertinacity  of 
his  principles  ; a Lanfdowne,  who  had  occupied  the  higheft  fitua- 
tions  in  the  Rate,  and  was  grown  hoary  in  the  contemplation  of 
publick  affairs.  In  another  was  feen  a Grey,  juft  burfting  into 
manhood,  and  yet  already  celebrated  for  his  various  acquire- 
ments ; a Sheridan,  equally  delighting  by  the  keennefs  of  his  wit, 
and  convincing  by  the  ftrength  of  his  arguments  ; a Fox,  by  a 
rare  union  of  virtues  and  of  talents,  exhibiting  the  philanthropift, 
the  ftatefman,  and  the  orator,  in  the  fame  perfon. 

On  the  other  hand,  a minifter,  juftly  celebrated  for  his  know-  Theminiftry, 
ledge  of  finance,  and  at  the  fame  time  capable  of  difplaying  the 
moft  diftinguifhed  eloquence,  at  this  critical  period  prefided  over 
the  councils  of  the  nation.  Such  was  the  reftlefs  activity  of  his 
mind,  that  every  court  of  Europe  had  been  by  turns  the  theatre 
of  his  diplomatick  exploits  ; and  Spain  and  Ruffia  already  felt 
that  he  was  defirous  of  acquiring  a new  fpecies  of  glory.  The 
virtues  and  abilities  of  his  father  had  originally  engendered  a 
partiality  in  his  favour,  and  the  ingenuous  modefty  of  his  early 
youth  rendered  him  at  one  time  peculiarly  dear  to  every  Englifh- 
man.  The  injuftice,  the  venality,  and  the  corruption  difplayed 
in  the  courfe  of  the  American  war,  were  the  themes  by  means 
of  which  he  allured  the  nation  and  attained  the  higheft  offices  of 
the  ftate : for  he  had  adted  the  part  of  a tribune  of  the  people 
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BOOK  III.  before  he  was  deemed  fit  to  become  the  minifter  of  a king. 

Eagerly  feizing  on  every  occafion  to  defcant  on  the  degeneracy  of 
the  conftitution,  Pitt  appeared  even  then  for  a time  zealous  to 
reft  ore  it  to  its  original  purity : thefe  were  doubtlefs  the  genuine 
fentiments  of  a heart  as  yet  uncorrupted  by  power ; but  un- 
happily for  his  country,  if  not  for  himfelf,  the  fon  of  the  earl 
of  Chatham,  while  yet  a boy,  had  difcovered  an  infatiable  am- 
bition, which  prompting  him  to  fpurn  at  the  idea  of  afcending 
by  the  ufual  gradations  of  office,  taught  him  at  the  fame  time  to 
afpire  to,  and  even  to  attain,  the  fummit  of  command  at  a fingle 
bound. 

This  youthful  ftatefman  had  now  in  fome  meafure  loft  the 
confidence  of  the  great  body  of  the  nation,  by  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  principles  on  which  his  reputation  was  at  firft 
founded ; and  thofe  who  pretended  to  have  ftudied  his  charadier, 
prognofticated  long  before  the  prefent  period,  that  all  his  fedudtive 
fchemes  for  the  reform  of  parliament,  the  abolition  of  the  flave- 
trade,  and  the  diminution  of  the  publick  burdens,  would  be 
offered  up  as  a facrifice  on  the  altar  of  power. 

The  cabinet,  in  which  the  towering  genius  of  the  premier 
over-fhadowed  the  influence  of  his  colleagues,  was  in  part  filled, 
at  this  critical  period,  with  thofe  very  men  who  had  formerly 
failed  in  the  attempt  to  enforce  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  to 
tax  her  unreprefented  colonies,  and  were  fuppofed  to  have  in- 
curred no  fmall  fhare  of  odium  by  countenancing  the  moft  dif- 
aftrous  war  that  this  country  had  ever  witneffed. 
ihe  alarmifts,  These  loon  received  a confiderable  acceffion  and  fupport 
from  the  ranks  of  oppofition.  Fitzwilliam  took  the  enemies 
of  his  former  faith  to  his  bofom,  with  all  the  zeal  of  a new 
convert,  but  foon  found  himfelf  ftung  to  the  heart  by  the  per- 
fidious embrace.  Windham,  aiming  perhaps  to  conduct  that 
war  for  which  he  had  been  fo  ftrenuous  an  advocate,  was 
defirous  to  exhibit  the  fame  talents  againft  the  republicaa. 
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French,  that  he  had  before  difplayed  in  behalf  of  the  infur- B O O K iii. 
gent  Americans ; while  Burke,  himfelf  an  hoft,  prepared  to  ex- 
hauft  the  powers  of  a mind  gifted  with  every  fcience,  and  of 
a tongue  that  ftill  fafcinated  every  hearer,  againft  a nation  which 
he  bitterly  reproached  with  having  at  the  fame  time  contume- 
iioufly  overturned  the  throne  of  its  kings,  and  the  altars  of  its 
God. 
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The  ruling  Party  in  France  adverfe  to  a War  •with  the  Fnglijh — 
Chauvelin  and  Talleyrand  fent  over  on  Purpofe  to  keep  up  a good 
Underjianding  bet'ween  the  two  Nations — The  King  of  Great 
Britain  refufes  his  Mediation — Difputes  relative  to  the  Opening 
of  the  Scheldt^  and  the  new  Syfem  of  Fraternifation — Political 
Clubs  and  Societies — Firf  Mifion  of  Maret — Proceedings  of  the 
Fnglijh  Cabinet  on  receiving  Intelligence  of  the  Execution  of 
Louis  XVI. — Second  Mijjion  of  Maret — Declaration  of  War-— 
Both  Governments  culpable. 


BOOK  III.  From  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution,  many  of 

CHAP.  II  ■' 

the  popular  leaders  had  been  eager  for  a 'war  -with  the  houfe  of 

1702-3.  Auftria ; but  it  -was  manifeftly  contrary  to  the  interefts,  as  -well 
as  to  the  -wifhes  of  aH'defcriptions  of  perfons,  the  royalifts  only 
excepted,  to  enter  into  a conteft  'with  England.  The  ruling 
party  appears,  on  the  contrary,  to  have  been  particularly  eager 
to  conciliate  the  efteem  of  a country,  'which  at  this  period  not 

Difjjofitlon  of  only  poffeffed  the  command  of  the  ocean,  but  had  attained  an 

the  French  in  1,1  rri  i r - • r 

refpedi  to  Unexampled  degree  or  freedom  and  prolperity,  in  conlequence 

England.  event  fimilar  in  principle  to  that  which  had  fo  recently  oc- 

curred in  their  own. 

It  was  with  this  view,  that  M.  Chauvelin  had  been  nominated 
minifter-plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  London,  and  M.  Talley- 
rand aflbciated  with  him  in  that  important  embafly.  The  former 
began  his  political  career,  by  expofing  the  motives  and  main- 
taining the  juftice  of  the  war  in  which  France  was  forced  to 
engage  for  the  fupport  of  her  independence.  He  alfo  demanded 
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and  obtained,  that  fuch  of  the  articles  of  the  late  treaty  of  na-  BOOK  iir, 
vigation  and  commerce  as  applied  to  the  prefent  circumftances 
fhould  be  enforced.  But  a few  days  previoufly  to  a compliance  1792-3. 
with  this  requeft,  a proclamation  made  its  appearance ; in  which, 
after  noticing  the  attempts  recurred  to  with  a view  of  fowing 
fedition  among  the  people  of  England,  it  was  intimated  “ that 
a correfpondence  had  been  entered  into  with  fundry  perfons  in 
foreign  parts.”  On  this,  the  French  minifter,  perceiving  the 
eifedl  likely  to  be  produced  by  a declaration  which  had  been 
officially  communicated  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  deter- 
mined to  obviate  the  accufation,  and  difavow  the  fa<ff  in  the 
name  of  the  king  and  the  legiflative  body.  We  find  the  fame 
ambaffadour  foon  after  foliciting  without  effed:  the  mediation  of 
Great  Britain,  and  imploring  his  majefty  “ to  employ  his  good 
offices  with  his  allies,  to  diffuade  them  from  granting,  either 
diredfly  or  indiredly,  any  affiftance  to  the  enemies  of  France, 
and  to  infpire  them  with  refped  for  her  independence.” 

But  no  fooner  did  official  intelligence  arrive  of  the  affiault  of 

. ° , Engliftiam- 

the  Tuilleries,  and  the  imprifonment  of  the  king,  than  earl  bafl'adour. 

Gower  was  immediately  recalled  from  Paris ; and  that  nobleman 
took  care  to  intimate  before  his  departure,  that  any  violence  com- 
mitted againfl  the  royal  family,  would  not  fail  to  excite  fen- 
timents  of  univerfal  indignation  throughout  Europe.  This  con- 
dud  tended  but  little  to  foothe  a nation  excited,  by  a variety  of 
caufes  at  this  period,  to  a degree  of  morbid  irritation  : nor  was 
the  threat  held  out  againfl  the  perpetrators  of  any  outrage  of 
this  kind,  calculated  to  produce  the  defired  effed  ; more  efpecially 
as,  in  confequence  of  a fpecial  application  on  the  part  of  the 
Britifh  minifter  at  the  Hague,  a fimilar  refolution  was  adopted 
by  the  ftates-general  : the  prevailing  party  in  France  were  thus 
dared  to  execute  a deed  which,  however  odious  it  might  be 
deemed,  had  been  committed  in  England,  about  a century  and  a 
half  before,  with  impunity. 
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BOOK  III.  In  the  mean  time  the  executive  council,  notwithftanding  the 
Englilh  ambalTadour  had  been  recalled,  delegated  new  powers  to 
1792-3.  M.  Chauvelin  j the  fecretary  of  Rate,  however,  not  only  refufed 
to  acknowledge  him  in  any  diplomatick  capacity,  but  even 
returned  his  letters. 

Conduftof  The  difputes  between  the  governments  of  the  two  countries 

the  French  . r i i-rii 

government,  wcrc  not  entirely  conhned  to  punctilios.  The  convention,  ex- 
afperated  to  defperation  by  the  conduct  of  moft  of  the  neigh- 
bouring courts,  had  recurred  to  a meafure  utterly  unjuftifiable  in 
its  own  nature,  and  tending  in  its  confequences  to  produce  a 
general  infurredfion  throughout  Europe.  This  was  the  famous 
decree  of  fraternity,  ordered  to  be  publilhed  in  all  languages;  by 
which  alTiftance  was  offered  in  the  name  of  the  French  people 
to  every  nation  defirous  to  recover  its  freedom,  while  the  generals 
at  the  head  of  the  armies  were  empowered  to  proted:  fuch 
foreign  citizens  as  had  fuffered  or  might  fuffer  in  the  caufe  of 

Another  fubjed  of  complaint,  but  in  which  England  was  far 
lefs  interefted  than  her  allies,  originated  in  the  meafures  lately 
adopted  for  the  free  navigation  of  the  Scheldt  f ; an  event  likely 
to  affed  the  profperity  of  Holland,  a country  which,  notwith- 
ftanding the  petty  rivalftiip  of  trade,  and  the  uncordial  operations 
of  a narrow  commercial  jealoufy,  it  was  manifeftly  her  intereft 
to  proted. 


* National  Convention. 

Decree  of  fraternity,  fitting  of  the  19th  of  November,  1792. — “ The  Na- 
tional Convention  declares  in  the  name  of  the  French  nation,  that  it  will  grant 
fraternity  and  alfiftance  to  all  people  who  wilh  to  recover  their  liberty  ; and  it 
charges  the  executive  power  to  fend  the  neceflary  orders  to  the  generals  to  give 
afiiftancc  to  fuch  people,  and  to  defend  thofe  citizens  who  have  fufiered  or  may 
fuffer  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.”  On  the  motion  of  Serjeant,  it  was  refolved  “ that 
this  decree  be  tranflated  into  and  printed  in  all  languages.” 

f Decree  of  the  executive  council  of  France  for  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Scheldt  and  Meufe,  November  16,  1792. 
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A PERSO'N  ^ enioyinff  the  confidence  of  the  French  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs,  laboured  to  explain  thefe  tranfadtions  in  a. 
fatisfadlory  manner,  during  two  fucceflive  interviews  with  a ^792-3. 
leading  member  f of  the  Englifh  cabinet : and  Chauvelin,  waving 
the  ceremony  of  his  recognition,  afferted,  that  the  decree  of  fra- 
ternity which  had  given  fo  much  umbrage,  was  not  applicable 
to  Great  Britain ; but,  on  the  contrary,  “ that  France  ought  and 
would  rcfped:  not  only  the  independence  of  England,  but  alfo  of 
fuch  of  her  allies  as  fhe  was  not  at  war  with  ; and  he  had  been 
charged,”  he  faid,  “ formally  to  declare — that  there  was  no  in- 
tention to  attack  Holland,  fo  long  as  that  power  fhould  confine 
itfelf  within  the  bounds  of  an  exa(3:  neutrality.” 

The  Englifh  miniftry,  however,  would  not  accept  of  any  inter- 
pretation  or  explanation  of  the  conduct  of  the  French  govern-  government, 
ment,  and  began  already  to  adopt  meafures  refpefting  foreigners 
that  gave  frefh  caufe  of  uneafinefs,  and  produced  new  com- 
plaints on  the  part  of  Chauvelin,  who  ftated  that  the  alien  bill 
was  fubverfive  of  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  navigation  and 
commerce,  concluded  in  1786  A proclamation  was  alfo  [Dec,  f.E 
iffued  about  the  fame  time,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  grain 
and  flour  ; fhips  freighted  with  thefe  commodities  for  France 
were  flopped ; and  although  foreign  wheat  was  afterwards  ex- 
cepted, yet  veffels  laden  with  corn  of  this  defeription,  and  bound 
thither,  were  actually  detained. 

At  length  the  French  ambaffadour  having  with  fome  difficulty  The  Frenck 
obtained  an  audience  of  lord  Grenville,  communicated  a paper  from  monfoat^ 
the  minifler  for  foreign  affairs  in  the  name  of  the  executive  coun- 
cil.  After  flating  the  fincere  defire  of  peace  that  exifled  on  the  part 
of  the  French  nation,  and  obferving  that  Spain,,  a power  of 
the  firft  order,  and  nearly  related  to  Louis  XVI.  had  exhibited 


* M.  Maret,  at  prefent  fecretary  of  ftate  under  the  French  confuls. 
f Mr.  Pitt.  X Article  IV. 
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BOOK  III.  more  refpedl  to  Burgoing,  than  was  evinced  towards  Chau- 
velin,  Le  Brun  proceeds  to  animadvert  on  the  differences  fub- 
1792-3.  fifting  between  the  two  ftates.  In  refped;  to  the  decree  of  the 
19th  of  November,  he  maintained  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
countenance  the  “ feditious  of  all  nations,”  but  that  it  applied 
merely  “ to  the  fingle  cafe,  in  which  the  general  ‘will  of  a 
people,  clearly  and  unequivocally  expreffed,  fhould  call  in  the 
French  nation  to  its  affiftance  and  fraternity and  he  added, 
explains.  tc  fedition  Can  never  be  conftrued  into  the  getieral  will. 

Thefe  two  ideas,”  continues  he,  “ mutually  repel  each  other, 
fince  a fedition  is  not  and  cannot  be  any  other  than  the  move- 
ment of  a fmall  number  againft  the  nation  at  large ; and  this 
movement  would  ceafe  to  be  feditious,  provided  all  the  members 
of  a fociety  fhould  at  once  rife,  either  to  corred;  their  govern- 
ment, or  change  its  form  wholly,  or  for  any  other  objed.  The 
Dutch  affuredly  were  not  feditious,  when  they  formed  the 
generous  refolution  of  Ihaking  off  the  yoke  of  Spain ; and  when 
the  general  will  of  that  nation  called  for  the  affiftance  of  France, 
it  was  not  reputed  a crime  in  Henry  IV.  or  in  Elizabeth  of  Eng- 
land, to  have  liftened  to  them.” 

In  refped  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  he  obferves, 
“ that  this  queftion  is  abfolutely  indifferent  to  England ; that  it 
is  of  little  confequence  to  Holland  ; but  that  it  is  extremely  im- 
portant to  the  Belgians.”  “ The  emperour,  to  fecure  the  poffeffion 
of  the  Low- countries,”  fays  he,  “ facrificed  without  fcruple  the 
^ moft  inviolable  of  rights.  Mafter  of  thofe  fine  provinces,  he 

governed  them,  as  Europe  has  feen,  with  the  rod  of  abfolute 
defpotifm;  refpeded  only  fuch  of  their  privileges  as  it  was 
his  - intereft  to  preferve,  and  either  deftroyed  or  perpetually 
ftruggled  to  deftroy  the  reft.  France  enters  into  a war  with  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  expels  it  from  the  Low-countries,  and  calls 
back  to  freedom  thofe  very  people  whom  the  court  of  Vienna  had 
devoted  to  flavery ; their  chains  are  broken  ^ they  re-enter  into 
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all  the  rights  which  Auftria  had  taken  away  from  them.  How  BOOK  iii. 
can  thofe  which  they  poflefled  with  refpedt  to  the  Scheldt  be 
excepted,  particularly  when  that  right  is  only  of  importance  ^^93- 
to  thofe  who  are  deprived  of  it  ?”  “ If  hoftile  preparations,” 

adds  he,  “ are  continued  in  the  Englifh  ports  ; if  we  are  Hill 
obliged  to  hear  haughty  language — after  having  exhaufted 
every  means  to  preferve  peace,  we  will  prepare  for  war, 
with  a fenfe  of  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  and  of  our  fmcere 
efforts  to  avoid  this  extremity : we  will  fight  the  Englifh, 
whom  we  efteem,  with  regret ; but  we  will  fight  them  without 
fear 

After  an  ineffedual  negociation,  fpun  out  to  an  unufual 
length,  the  Englifh  cabinet,  through  the  medium  of  the  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  for  foreign  affairs,  at  length  notified  as  the  price 
of  peace,  that  France  “ fhould  renounce  her  views  of  aggref- 
fion  and  aggrandifement  j”  or,  in  other  words,  relinquifh  all  her 
conquefts,  and  “ confine  herfelf  within  her  own  territory  f 
thefe  ftipulations  are  confidered  as  the  “ difpofitions,”  which 
“ could  alone  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good 
underftanding  ijl.” 

Such  was  the  critical  ftate  of  affairs  between  the  ruling  parties  EfFea: pro- 
in two  neighbouring  nations,  when  the  cataftrophe  of  Louis  XVI.,  exe^tioVo^f 
which  had  been  for  fpme  time  anticipated,  rendered  all  attempts 
at  conciliation  abortive.  On  receiving  intelligence  of  this  event, 
lord  Grenville  immediately  notified  to  the  French  ambaffadour, 
that  bis  publick  functions,  which  were  before  fufpended,  being 
now  entirely  terminated,  his  majefty  had  thought  fit  to  command 


* Tranflatlon  of  a paper  delivered  by  M.  Chauvelin  to  lord  Grenville,  Jan.  13, 
*793- 

f Letter  from  lord  Grenville  to  M.  Chauvelin,  dated  December  31,  1792. 

J Letter  from  the  fame  to  thefapie,  dated  January  18,  1793. 

3 B 2 


224 


WARS  OF  THE 


BOOK  III.  that  he  fhould  retire  from  the  kingdom  within  the  fpace  eight 
days  *.  The  order  of  council  for  that  purpofe  was  foon  after  com- 
■1793.  municated  to  both  houfes  of  parliament ; and  it  was  exprefsly 
Rated,  that  this  extraordinary  exertion  of  the  royal  prerogative 
had  been  recurred  to  “ in  confequence  of  the  late  atrocious  a6t 
perpetrated  at  Paris.” 

Preparations  A NUMBER  of  finifter  prognofticks  already  foretold  the  ap- 
fcr  war.  proaching  ftorm.  The  fudden  convocation  of  parliament ; the 
embodying  of  the  militia,  and  the  march  of  the  regular  troops, 
all  announced  that  great  changes  were  expedled.  But  one  cir- 
cumftance,  apparently  calculated  to  infufe  terrour  and  excite  alarm, 
produced  no  fmall  degree  of  furprife.  This  was  the  fortification 
of  the  old  and  ruinous  building  called  the  Tower  j the  outworks 
of  which  were  attempted  to  be  ftrengthened  by  means  of  calks 
filled  with  earth,  as  if  fome  internal  commotion  had  been 
dreaded,  and  an  affault  on  the  part  of  the  populace  hourly 
expedfed. 

Critical  fitua-  In  the  mean  time  the  national  convention  and  executive  coun- 
French.*  ^ cil  were  ferioufly  alarmed  at  the  hoflile  difpofition  manifefted  by 
the  Englifh  cabinet.  A naval  war  was  greatly  to  be  dreaded, 
more  efpecially  at  a period  when  the  nobles,  who  feem  to  have 
been  exclufively  confecrated  to  the  fea-fervice,  had  emigrated  in 


* CoJ>y  of  his  Majejly  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  Order  in  Council^  of  the  ^/\th 
January f 1793*  afterwards  publfhed  in  the  London  Gazette. 

« At  the  Court  at  the  Queen’s-houfe,  the  24th  of  January,  1793. 

The  King’s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council. 

“ His  majefty  in  council  is  pleafed  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  mon- 
fieur  Chauvelin,  who  was  received  by  his  majefty,  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  1 792,  as 
minifter-plenipotentiary  accredited  by  hfs  late  moft  chriftian  majefty,  do  depart 
this  realm,  on  or  before  the  ift  day  of  February  next;  and  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable lord  Grenville,  his  majefty’s  principal  fecretary  of  ftate  for  foreign  affairs, 
do  make  known  this  his  majefty’s  order  to  the  faid  Monfieur  Chauvelin. 

(Signed)  " W.  Fawkener.” 
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immenre  numbers  from  their  native  country.  The  forlorn  Rate  BOOK  ill. 

of  the  colonies  too,  was  a continual  fubjed:  of  grief,  and  even 

of  defpair,  as  the  pofTeffions  of  the  republick  on  the  continent  i7y3. 

of  Afia  were  expofed  to  an  eafy  conqueft  by  land,  while  the 

fugar  iflands,  in  cafe  of  a war,  muft  inevitably  fall  a prey  to  fu- 

periour  fleets.  Nor  was  it  forgotten,  that  the  immenfe  wealth  of 

that  nation  would  enable  her  to  continue  the  conteft  with  many 

obvious  advantages,  both  in  the  Eafl:  and  Weft  Indies;  while 

her  fubfidies  might  unite  the  difcordant  interefts  of  rival  powers, 

and  enable  the  armies  of  the  European  fqvereigns  to  perfevere 

alfo  in  the  conflid. 

Actuated  by  thefe  confiderations,  it  was  accordingly  de- 

^ ^ to  avert  war, 

termined  to  make  great  facrifices  to  enfure  peace ; and  a perfon 
who  had  been  employed  before  on  a confidential  miffion,  was 
once  more  fent  to  London  with  propofals  for  an  immediate 
accommodation.  Thefe  are  faid  to  have  embraced  every  fubjed 
in  difpute  between  the  two  nations,  and  to  have  even  included 
the  evacuation  of  Savoy  and  Belgium ; but,  unhappily  for  the 
caufe  of  humanity,  Maret  experienced  the  fate  of  Chauvelin, 
and  was  forced  to  leave  England  without  difclofing  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  miflion  *. 

On  this  it  was  deemed  neceffary  to  vindicate  the  dignity  of  Meafures 
the  new  republick  by  force  of  arms.  BriiTot,  in  the  name  of  thep^^tof 


* Notwithftanding  the  pertinacity  of  the  Englifk  miniftry,  it  has  been  aflerted 
that  lord  Auckland,  then  ambalTadour  in  Holland,  evinced  a defire  to  treat  with  the 
French  government;  and  that  too,  through  the  mediation  of  Dumouriez,  who  about 
this  period  aflumed  the  title  of  “ The  general  of  the  Sans  Culottes.”  That  officer, 
who  poflefled  a great  verfatility  of  talents,  and  deemed  biiuielf  equally  favoured  by 
Mars  and  Minerva,  afpired  about  this  period  to  appear  in  the  character  of  plenipo- 
tentiary to  England,  to  regulate  the  terms  of  a folid  and  lading  peace ; but  the 
abrupt  difmiffion.  of  Chauvelin  put  an  end  to  his  career  as  a negociator. — See 
Tableau  Hifl.  ^ Polit.  t.  III.  and  alfo  a copy  of  a letter  from  Dumouriez  to  Mi- 
randa, inferted  in  “ A Colle^ion  of  State  Papers,”  vol.  I.  p.  2^(5. 
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the  conven- 
tion. 


BOOK  III.  three  united  committees  had  already  prefented  a report  to  the 
national  convention  ■f,  in  which  it  was  Rated,  that  if  fatisfadtion 
i7y3.  were  not  obtained,  the  moft  rigorous  meafures  ought  to  be 
adopted,  to  repel  the  aggreflion  of  the  Britifh  miniftry;  and 
he  thought  proper  on  this  occafion  to  addrefs  the  following 
inflammatory  apoftrophe  to  the  Englilh  nation : “ The  war 
which  your  cabinet  meditates  againft  us,  is  an  impious  fratri- 
cidal war,  which  we  cannot  think  of  without  horrour.  To 
live  in  peace  with  you  is  only  our  wifli ; we  will  refpedt  your 
rights  and  thofe  of  your  allies ; refpeft  our  principles. — 

“If  you  entertain  any  doubts  concerning  our  condu(R,  we 
are  prepared  to  difpel  them  : but  if  you  are  weak  enough  to 
obey  the  perfidious  dictates  of  your  miniftry ; if  you  will  lend 
your  affiftance  in  the  battles  they  prepare ; then  we  declare  with 
grief,  that  we  can  only  contemplate  in  you  cruel  enemies,  the 
brethren  of  thofe  fatellites  of  Auftria  whofe  deftru<ftion  we  have 
already  fworn.” 

No  fooner  had  the  French  minifter  been  ordered  to  leave  the 
territories  of  Great  Britain,  and  all  attempts  for  further  nego- 
ciation  fpurned  at,  than  the  fame  deputy  prefented  a fecond 
report,  in  which  he  not  only  urged  the  neceflity  of  an  imme- 
diate declaration  of  war  againft  England  and  Holland,  but 
attempted  to  aroufe  the  martial  fpirit  of  his  countrymen  by 
an  appeal  to  their  patriotifm : “ Let  every  citizen,”  fays  he, 
“ be  ready  to  march  like  a Roman  foldier,  not  only  with  his 
arms,  but  his  provifions  for  a given  time  : thus  you  will  fruftrate 
the  calculations  of  your  enemies,  refpedling  the  deficiency  of 
your  magazines.  Let  Frenchmen  compofe  but  one  great  army ; 
let  all  France  become  one  camp ! Let  us  prepare  for  ruins  and 


* The  two  committees  for  naval  and  diplomatick  affairs,  and  that  for  general 
defence. 

t January  12,  1793. 
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misfortunes,  and  accuftom  ourfelves  to  live  without  thofe  comforts  book  hi. 
which  we  might  have  once  deemed  necelfary.  The  moment  is 
approaching,  when  it  will  be  a crime  for  a citizen  to  poffefs  two 
coats,  while  one  fmgle  brother  remains  unclothed.” 

Brissot  at  the  fame  time  prefented  the  plan  of  a decree,  GrTaY 

which  were  detailed  the  motives  for  the  commencement  of  Britain  and 
hoftilities : thefe  confifted  of  the  withdrawinjg  of  the  Englilh 
ambalTadour  from  Paris  ; the  difcontinuance  of  all  official  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  French  minifter  at  London ; the  refufal  to 
acknowledge  the  provilional  executive  council  inftituted  by  the 
legiflative  affembly,  as  well  as  the  national  convention  and  the 
republick  ; the  embargo  laid  on  corn  intended  to  be  exported  to 
France  ; the  prohibition  of  ajfignats ; the  alien  bill ; the  protection 
and  pecuniary  fuccours  afforded  to  the  emigrants  ; and,  laftly,  the 
.order  for  the  ambaffadour  of  France  to  quit  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain  within  the  fpace  of  eight  days. 

The  complaints  againft  Holland  were  folely  confined  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  who  was  faid  to  have  treated  the  agents  of 
France  with  contempt  j to  have  welcomed  the  emigrants  ; to 
have  maltreated  the  patriots ; to  have  liberated  the  forgers  of 
ajjignats\  to  have  ordered  a Dutch  fquadron  to  join  the  Englilh, 
by  whom  he  was  influenced ; to  have  opened  a loan  to  fupport 
the  expences  of  the  war ; and  to  have  obfl^uCled  the  exportation 
of  provifions  to  France,  while  he  favoured  the  fupply  of  the 
Pruffian  and  Auftrian  magazines.  Confidering  thefe  grievances 
as  tantamount  to  ads* of  hoftility,  and  equivalent  to  a formal 
, declaration  for  that  purpofe,  the  national  convention  immediately 
decreed,  that  the  French  republick  was  at  war  with  the  king  of  [Feb.  i.] 
England  and  the  ftadtholder  of  the  United  Provinces.  [Feb.  11.] 

Exactly  ten  days  after  this,  a manifefto  againft  France  was 
drawn  up  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  figned  at  the  Queen’  S-  the  part  of 
houfe,  reciting,  that  “ divers  injurious  proceedings  had  lately  taken 
place  there,  in  derogation  of  his  majefty’s  crown  and  the  juft  rights 
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of  his  people,”  and  that  “ feveral  unjuft  feizures  had  been  made  of 
the  fhips  and  goods  of  his  majefty’s  fubjeds,”  followed  afterwards 
“ by  an  open  declaration  of  war  againft  his  majefty  and  his  ally  the 
republick  of  the  United  Provinces.”  The  king  of  Great  Britain, 
therefore,  being  determined  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  are  neccflary 
for  “ vindicating  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  procuring  repara- 
tion and  fatisfadiion  to  his  injured  fubjeds,”  was  pleafed  to  order 
that  “ general  reprifals  be  granted  againft  the  fhips,  goods,  and 
fubjeds  of  France.” 

Thus  a new  and  difaftrous  conflid  took  place,  from  the  guilt 
and  odium  of  which,  the  ruling  parties  in  both  nations  have 
anxioufly  endeavoured  to  vindicate  themfelves.  Certain  it  is, 
however,  that  this  is  the  firft  war  undertaken  by  Great  Britain, 
fince  the  epoch  of  the  revolution,  that  admits  of  doubt,  either 
in  refped  to  the  precife  caufe,  or  the  immediate  objed ; and  we 
are  even  at  this  day  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  guefling  rather 
than  detailing  its  motives  on  our  part. 

The  Ihutting  up  of  the  Scheldt,  however  obnoxious  fuch  a 
meafure  may  feem,  had  been  repeatedly  guaranteed  by  all  the 
1.  Relative  great  maritime  ftates  of  Europe,  and  by  England  and  France  in 
totheScheldt,p^^^j^^j^^^  That  the  new  republick  had  violated  this  guarantee, 
not  only  by  an  exprefs  decree  of  the  executive  council,  but  alfo 
by  an  armed  fquadron  fitted  out  for  this  very  purpofe,  is  noto- 
rious ; but  the  queftion  ftill  remains  to  be  decided,  whether  this 
infradion  afforded  a juft  caufe  for  war  ? In  the  firft  place,  it  is 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  to  deprive  the  inhabitants  of  any 
country  of  the  benefits  arifing  from  the  navigation  of  a river, 
intended  by  nature  to  fupply  their  wants : in  the  next,  the 
fovereignty  of  Belgium  no  longer  appertained  to  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  and  confequently  the  confent  of  one  of  the  principal 
contrading  parties  was  thus  rendered  unavailing. 

BuT,fuppofing  this  treaty  to  have  been  ftridly  binding,  Holland, 
in  whofe  favour  the  reftridion  had  been  originally  obtained,  appears 


Oftenfible 
caufes  of  the 
war : 
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to  have  waved  her  claims  to  its  enforcement,  and  to  have  been  BOOK  ill. 
greatly  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  a conteft,  which  might  in  the 
event,  and  adlually  did,  involve  both  her  commerce  and  her  in-  1793. 
dependence  in  one  common  ruin. 

The  next  great  obje<5t  in  difpute  was  the  decree,  implicating  2*^ 
neutral  as  well  as  hofhile  powers,  and  which  was  but  too  well 
calculated  to  give  alarm  to  every  government  in  Europe,  becaufe 
it  officioufly  held  out  a pretext  for  interference  in  domeftick  quar- 
rels, and  afforded  hopes  of  encouragement  and  protedlion  to  the 
difaffedted  of  all  nations.  Attempts  were  indeed  made  to  qua- 
lify this  declaration,  by  limiting  the  affiftance  promifed  to  fuch 
general  infurredfions  as  had  occurred  in  Holland  at  one  period, 
and  in  England  at  another ; but  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamented,  that 
the  national  convention  did  not  either  wholly  refcind  this  ob- 
noxious decree,  or  at  leaft  limit  its  operation  to  enemies  alone. 

It  was  equally  unfortunate,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  Englifli  3- the  recai 

. . . . . . of  the  Eng- 

miniftry,  by  withdrawing  an  acknowledged  diplomatick  agent  liflq  and 
from  Paris,  and  by  firft  refufmg  to  recognife,  and  then  fending 
away,  an  ambaffadour  duly  authorifed  by  the  executive  council, 
fhould  not  only  have  exhibited  a marked  diffadsfadtion  to  the  the  expul- 

^ ^ ^ fion  of  the 

new  form  of  government,  adopted  by  an  independent  nation,  French  am- 
but  alfo  cut  off  all  regular  means  of  diredt  communication. 

Two  other  caufes,  and  thefe  too  of  an  occult  nature,  remain  Secret  caufes; 
to  be  Rated.  The  lirft  of  thefe  originated  in  the  fpirit  of  the  counteraa: 
times,  eminently  prone  to  reform  ; and  it  was  hoped,  perhaps, 
that  a foreign  war  might  avert  domeftick  contentions,  while  the 
dangers  incident  to  a great  national  ftruggle,  would  induce  the 
numerous  and  powerful  body  of  ftockholders,  as  well  as  the 
great  mafs  of  proprietors  of  land,  to  view  theoretical  fchemes  of 
perfedtion  with  a fufpicious  eye. 

The  fecond  originated  in  a jealoufy  of  the  increafing  ftrength 
and  refources  of  France.  A policy  originating  in  Italy  during  France 
the  middle  ages,  and  which  feems  at  length  to  have  become  part  poiidc-rate. 
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Neither  go- 
vernment 
wholly  ex- 
cufable. 


BOOK  in.  of  the  publick  law  of  Europe,  gave  rife  to  a fyftem  fmce  defignated 
by  the  name  of  the  balance  of  power,  which,  by  preventing  the 
encroachments  of  one  particular  Rate,  contributes  to  enfure  the 
ftability  of  all.  Unhappily  feveral  opportunities  had  been  negledt- 
ed,  when  England  might  have  interpofed  with  equal  dignity  and 
effect.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  the  epoch  of  the  combination  of 
certain  great  powers;  the  fecond,  the  hoftile  march  of  their  armies 
againft  France;  the  third,  when,  inftead  of  a fpirited  interference,  a 
cold  denial  of  mediation  was  returned  to  the  requeft  of  Louis  XVI. 

Posterity,  either  entirely  devoid  of,  or  at  leaft  lefs  agitated 
by,  the  paffions  of  the  prefent  day,  will  be  better  able  than  our- 
felves  to  appreciate  the  condud;  of  thofe  who  at  this  period 
prefided  in  the  councils  of  the  two  rival  nations.  But  even  now 
it  will  appear,  perhaps,  to  candid  and  difpaffionate  men,  utterly 
unconneded  with  and  difclaiming  the  fpirit  of  party,  that  both 
were  to  blame : the  convention,  by  its  obftinate  adherence  to  the 
offenfive  decree  of  fraternity,  as  well  as  by  its  ill-timed  agitation  of 
the  queftion  relative  to  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt ; and  the  Eng- 
lifli  miniftry,  by  a precipitate  declaration  of  war,  in  confequence 
of  the  contumelious  expulfion  of  the  diplomatick  agent  of  France, 
an  ad  of  unufual  rigour,  wLich,  while  it  embittered  exifting  en- 
mities, at  the  fame  time  precluded  the  poffibility  of  compromife. 

But  without  prefuming  to  decide  definitively  on  either  the 
policy  or  the  juftice  of  the  contefi,  or  even  to  determine  how 
far  real  or  pretended  injuries  authorifed  a recurrence  to  hoftilities; 
it  is  obvious  that  the  rupture  adually  took  place  on  the  part  of 
the  Britifii  government,  by  “ recalling”  its  owm  ambafladour,  and 
fending  home”  the  minifter  of  France;  events,  either  of  which 
had  been  allowed  by  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation,  to 
be  decifive  of  a ftate  of  warfare 


England  the 
rirft  to  declare 


* ’Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Navigation  between  his  Britannick  Majefy  and  the  Mo/l 
Chriflian  King,  ftgned  at  Verfailles,  the  %6th  of  September , 1786. 

His  Britannick  majefty  and  his  molt  chriftian  majefty,  being  equally  animated 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


231 


It  was  doubtlefs  fuppofed  that  France,  already  weakened  by  ^00^^  ui- 
the  ftruggle,  would  be  crufhed  and  overwhelmed  by  the  addi- 
tional  weight  of  England ; but  no  allowance  was  made  in  this 
calculation  for  the  numbers,  wealth,  and  warlike  difpofition  of 
the  people,  the  flrength  of  individual  genius,  and  the  energy  of  to  the  confc- 
national  character,  conftantly  elicited  by  inteftine  conflifts.  Many  the'wlu 
deemed  the  conflidt  dubious,  but  there  were  not  wanting  a few 
even  at  that  period,  who,  with  a prophetick  fpirit,  already  forefaw 
the  current  of  events,  and  boldly  anticipated  the  refult : what  was 
but  hypothefis  then,  hath  fince  become  hiftory. 


with  the  defire  not  only  of  confolldating  the  good  harmony  which  adlually  fub- 
fifts  between  them,  but  alfo,  &c. 

“ Art.  I.  It  is  agreed  and  concluded  between  the  moft  ferene  and  moft  potent 
king  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  moft  ferene  and  moft  potent  the  moft  chriftian 
king,  that  there  fhall  be  a reciprocal  and  entirely  perfect  liberty  of  navigation  and 
commerce  between  the  fubjedfs  of  each  party,  in  all  and  every  the  kingdoms, 
ftates,  provinces,  and  territories  fubjedl  to  their  majefties  in  Europe,  &c. 

“ Art.  II.  For  the  future  fccurity  of  commerce  and  friendfhip  between  the 
fubje£l:s  of  their  faid  majefties,  and  to  the  end  that  this  good  correfpondence  may 
be  preferved  from  all  interruption  and  difturbance ; it  is  concluded  and  agreed, 
that  if  at  any  time  there  fhould  arife  any  mifunderftanding,  breach  of  friendfhip, 
or  rupture  between  the  crowns  of  their  majefties,  which  God  forbid  ! f •which  rup-, 
ture  Jhall  not  be  deemed  to  exijl  until  the  recalling  or  fending  home  of  the  refpe^iive  am~ 
bajfadours  and  minijlersj  the  fubjeifts  of  each  of  the  two  parties  refiding  in  the  do- 
minions of  the  other,  fhall  have  the  privilege  of  remaining  and  continuing  their 
trade  therein  without  any  manner  of  difturbance,  fo  long  as  they  behave  peaceably, 
and  commit  no  offence  againft  the  laws  and  ordinances ; and  in  cafe  their  condudl: 
fhould  render  them  fufpedled,  and  the  refpeiftive  governments  fliould  be  obliged 
to  order  them  to  remove,  the  term  of  t’welve  months  Jloall  be  allo’wed  them  for  that 
purpofe^  in  order  that  they  may  remove  "with  their  effects  and  property-,  •whether  entrujled 
to  individuals  or  to  the  fate.  At  the  fame  time  it  is  to  be  underftood,  that  this 
favour  is  not  to  be  extended  to  thofe  who  ftiall  acft  contrary  to  the  eftabliflied 
laws.” 


WARS  OF  THE 


a 32 


CHAP.  III. 


Invajion  of  Holland  by  Dumouriez — Capture  of  Breda y Klundert, 
Gertruydenberg — Gallant  D fence  of  Williamfadt — Arrival  of 
a Body  of  Guards  under  the  Duke  of  York — Progrefs  of  the 
Auftrians — The  French  raife  the  Siege  of  Maejtrichty  and  retreat 
on  all  Sides. 


1793. 


BOOK  in.  England  appeared  invulnerable,  the  members  of  the  exe- 
CHAP.  III.  ^ ^ 

cutive  council  were  anxious  to  carry  the  French  arms  into  the 
heart  of  Holland,  on  purpofe  to  expel  the  ftadtholder,  and  an- 
nihilate the  influence  of  Great  Britain.  The  various  preparations 
for  this  purpofe  were  made  with  fuch  celerity  by  Dumouriez, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  a few  days  he  was  ready  to  commence  ho- 
ftilities.  Previoufly  to  this,  the  French  general  addrelfed  a declar- 
ation to  the  inhabitants,  in  which  he  endeavoured,  with  his  ufual 
art,  to  feparate  the  interefts  of  the  republick  from  thofe  of  the 
ftadtholder : “ I enter  your  country,”  fays  he,  “ furrounded  by 
the  generous  martyrs  of  the  revolution  of  1787;  their  per- 
feverance  and  their  facrifices  merit  both  your  confidence  and 
I enter  your  country  at  the  head  of  fixty  thoufand  free 


French  ma- 
nifefto. 


union. 


and  victorious  Frenchmen  ; fixty  thoufand  more  are  prepared  to 
defend  Belgium  j and  they  alfo  will  be  ready  to  follow  me  fhould 
T meet  with  any  refiftance. 

“ W E are  not  the  aggreflbrs  ; for  a long  time  paft  the  Orange 
faction  hath  waged  a perfidious  and  underhand  war  againfl;  us. 
It  is  in  the  Hague  that  thofe  confpiracies  in  oppofition  to  your 
liberties  originated  ; and  at  the  Hague  will  we  look  for  the 
authors  of  your  evils. 
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“ People  of  Batavia  !”  exclaims  he  towards  the  concluhon,  BOOK  III. 
“ place  confidence  in  a man  whofe  name  is  not  unknown  to  you  ; 
who  never  failed  to  perform  that  which  he  promifed,  and  who  >793. 
leads  to  combat  thofe  very  freemen  before  whom  the  Pruflians, 
the  fatellites  of  your  tyrant,  have  once  before  fled,  and  will  again 
fly.  The  Belgians  already  confider  us  as  their  deliverers,  and  I 
hope  you  will  foon  call  us  yours  alfo.” 

The  troops  now  colledied  for  the  conquefl;  of  Plolland,  were  The  French 
compofed  of  no  more  than  twenty-one  battalions,  two  of  which 
only  were  of  the  line,  and  of  thefe  one  had  never  been  in  a(flion. 

As  the  regiments  were  incomplete,  the  whole  amounted  to  but 
thirteen  thoufand  feven  hundred  men  ; many  of  the  foldiers  were 
boys  from  thirteen  to  fixteen  years  of  age,  while  no  more  than 
eight  battalions  pofleffed  field-pieces.  The  cavalry  did  not  ex- 
ceed a thoufand. 

As  a party  was  ready  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  French  on  their 
entrance  into  the  Dutch  territories,  and  fuccefs  in  a great  meafure 
depended  on  the  celerity  of  their  movements,  Dumouriez  had  not 
time  either  to  difcipline,  or  organife  his  troops ; but  they  were 
full  of  ardour  and  replete  with  confidence.  Being  well  acquainted 
with  the  difpofition  of  his  countrymen,  he  candidly  unfolded  to 
them  all  the  difficulties  they  were  to  exped:,  in  confequence  of 
the  rigour  of  the  climate,  the  number  of  fortified  places  to  be 
taken,  and  the  canals  and  arms  of  the  fea  to  be  croffed : but,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  was  not  backward  in  inflaming  their  minds 
with  the  hope  of  glory,  and  folacing  their  imaginations  by  the 
expedation  of  the  beneficial  events  that  muff  inevitably  attend 
their  conquefts. 

Every  thing  being  at  length  ready,  general  Berneron  was 
ordered  to  advance  with  the  van-guard,  and  difpatch  lieutenant- 
colonel  Daendels,  a Dutch  patriot  in  the  fervice  of  France,  to 
Mordyck,  on  purpofe  to  detain  all  the  boats  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, as  well  as  to  throw  a bridge  over  the  Merk,  with  a view  to 
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BOOK  III.  keep  up  the  communication.  But  as  thefe  infl;ru<S;ions  were  not 
executed  in  time,  the  Dutch  embraced  this  opportunity  of  carry- 

1793. 


and  advances 
againft  Breda. 


ing  all  the  fmall  veflels  to  the  other  fide,  under  the  protedlion  of 
three  armed  lhallops  Rationed  near  Dort. 

On  receiving  this  intelligence,  Berneron  and  Daendels  were  im- 
mediately enjoined  to  advance,  while  general  D’Ar9on  with  the 
right  wing  formed  the  blockade  of  Breda,  and  colonel  Le  Clerc 
with  the  left  invefted  Bergen-op-zoom  and  Steenberg.  On  this 
the  governours  of  the  two  laft  places  immediately  abandoned  all 
their  out-pofts ; and  the  fort  of  Blaw-Sluys,  near  Steenberg,  being 
taken,  the  garrifon  of  the  latter  was  fummoned;  while  that  of 
Bergen-op-zoom  hazarded  a few  fallies,  which  were  only  pro- 
dud:ive  of  deferfers,  who  immediately  entered  into  the  battalions 
formed  by  their  countrymen. 

In  conformity  to  his  original  plan,  the  commander  in  chief 
now  moved  forward  between  the  two  wings  with  the  rear 
divifion  of  the  army,  to  Sevenbergen,  and  gave  orders  to  be- 
fiege  Klundert  and  Williamftadt  immediately ; while  Daendels, 
by  advancing  to  Nordfehantz,  was  to  cut  off  all  intercourfe  be- 
tween them, 

During  the  period  that  a flotilla  was  preparing  under  his 
directions  to  carry  his  troops  acrofs  the  Mordyck,  he  ordered  ge- 
neral D’Ar9on  to  attack  Breda.  This  place,  which  had  always  been 
confidered  as  ftrong,  befides  being  provided  with  two  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon,  pofTeffed  an  excellent  palifade,  and  was  pro- 
tected by  means  of  an  inundation.  The  garrifon  confifted  of 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  infantry,  and  a regiment  of  dragoons ; 
but  the  count  de  Ryland,  the  governour,  was  totally  ignorant  of 
military  affairs,  while  the  inhabitants  were  ftrongly  attached  to 
the  patriotick  party. 

As  Dumouriez  had  determined  not  to  attempt  a regular  liege, 
D’Ar^on,  without  opening  trenches  as  ufual,  after  ereCting  two 
batteries  of  four  mortars  and  four  howitzers,  immediately  fum- 
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moned  the  town.  After  the  bombardment  had  continued  three  BOOK  III. 
days,  during  which  period  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  kept  up 
with  great  brifknefs,  it  was  found  that  lixty  bombs  only  re-  . 1793- 
mained,  and  that  the  fiege  muft  inevitably  be  raifed  as  foon 
as  thefe  were  expended.  . In  this  dilemma  colonel  Philip  De- 
vaux,  one  of  the  aides-de-camp^  entered  the  place  with  a flag  of 
truce,  and  announced  that  general  Dumouriez  was  expeded  to 
arrive  immediately  with  the  whole  of  his  army,  after  which  the 
. garrifon  muft  not  hope  for  quarter.  The  governour  was  fo 

terrified  with  this  threat,  that  fcarcely  taking  time  to  confult  his  [March  2.] 
oflicers,  he  inftantly  capitulated,  and  was  allowed  all  the  honours 
of  war.  Thus,  with  a detachment  of  only  three  thoufand  eight 
hundred  men,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  towns  in  Holland  was  taken 
in  the  courfe  of  a few  days  : two  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of 
artillery,  three  hundred  thoufand  weight  of  gunpowder,  five 
thoufand  mufquets,  and  five  velTels,  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  vidors*. 

Nor  did  the  fuccefs  of  the  French  arms  ftop  here,  for  Klun-  and  of 
dert  furrendered  two  days  afterwards.  This  little  fortrefs  is  built  [March  4.} 
after  a regular  plan,  and  furrounded  with  inundations.  Berneron 
ereded  a battery  of  four  cannon  and  feveral  fmall  mortars  behind 
the  dike  of  the  canal,  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  of 
the  walls ; in  confequence  of  which  the  roofs  of  all  the  houfes 
were  deftroyed.  The  commandant y who  was  a German  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, defended  the  place  with  great  bravery,  notv/ith- 
ftanding  the  garrifon  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty 
foldiers ; but  after  keeping  up  a fmart  fire  during  feveral  days, 
on  perceiving  that  he  could  no  longer  fhelter  his  men,  he  de- 
termined to  nail  up  his  cannon,  and  retire,  with  fuch  of  the  troops 


* The  French  foldiers  carried  their  temerity  fo  far  during  the  fiege  as  to  dance  the 
Carmagnol  on  the  glacisy  opening  to  that  p^rt  of  the  fortifications  which  was  not  in- 
undated: on  this  thirty  dragoons  of  the  regiment  of  Byland  fallied  forth,  killed  fome 
of  the  dancers,  and  returned  with  fix  prifoncrs,  after  lofing  fevertj  men  and  horfes. 
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and  Gcrtruy 
denberg. 


The  liege  and 
obftinate  de- 
fence of  Wil- 
liaintladt. 


as  remained  alive,  to  Williamftadt'.  While  attempting  to  exe- 
cute this  enterprife,  he  was  intercepted  by  a detachment  of  Ba- 
tavians, commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel  Hartmann,  whom  he 
killed  with  his  own  hand ; but  he  himfelf  foon  after  experienced 
a fimilar  fate  *.  Fifty-three  pieces  of  cannon,  a few  mortars,  a 
large  quantity  of  bombs,  bullets,  and  powder,  were  found  in  the 
place  ; and  while  the  French  became  animated  by  fuch  eafy  con- 
quefts,  confternation  and  difmay  fpread  throughout  Holland. 

Berneron  now  received  orders  to  lay  fiege  to  Williamftadt, 
while  D*Ar9on  advanced  againft  Gertruydenberg.  The  latter 
was  immediately  attacked  by  means  of  a few  cannon  and  fome 
mortars,  brought  from  Breda,  and  after  a few  fliot  had  been  fired, 
colonel  de  Vaux  entered  with  a flag  of  truce,  and  prevailed  on 
the  governour  to  capitulate  and  accept  the  honours  of  war  in 
return  for  the  furrender  of  the  place  "f.  By  this  new  acquifition 
the  French  acquired  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  gunpowder,  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  new  mufquets,  and,  what  was  ftill  more  eifential,  they 
at  the  fame  time  obtained  a good  harbour,  and  more  than  thirty 
velfels  of  different  fizes  for  the  tranfport  of  their  troops. 

The  fiege  of  Williamftadt  however  was  not  fo  profperous  as 
had  been  expeded.  This  place,  rendered  ftrong  both  by  nature 
and  art,  could  only  be  attacked  in  one  part,  which  exhibits  but 
a fmall  front  to  the  affailant,  while  fupplies  of  both  men  and 
provifions  might  be  thrown  in  at  any  time.  In  addition  to  thefe 
advantages,  the  garrifon  was  encouraged  by  the  prefence  of  its 


* On  fearching  the  corpfe,  the  keys  of  Klundert  were  found  in  the  pocket  of  the 
brave  governour ; and  the  body  was  afterwards  conveyed  thither,  to  be  interred  with 
military  honours. 

f Major-general Bedaux,  the  governour,  was  eighty  years  of  age;  and  appears  to 
have  been  greatly  alarmed  at  tire  bombardment.  He  was  afterwards  tried  and  ac- 
quitted. 
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gallant  governour*;  the  affiftance  of  fome  Bridfh  gun-boats,  BOOK  III. 
and  the  landing  of  a body  of  guards  under  the  command  of 
the  fecond  fon  of  the  king  of  England.  Dumouriez,  who 
imagined  that  the  works  had  been  ered;ed  at  too  great  a York  arrive” 
diftance,  fent  thither  Dubois  de  Crance  and  Marefcot,  who  traced  Helvoet- 

’ iluys. 

out  a battery  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  w^alls ; but  the  [March  i.] 
Dutch  made  a fuccefsftil  fally,  and  thefe  two  engineers  were 
both  killed  on  the  fpot. 

Notwithstandin-g  the  courage  difplayed  by  the  befieged, 
and  the  arrival  of  unfolicited  affiftance  from  an  ally,  the  French 
were  Hill  able  to  attempt  a paflage  from  Mordyck,  where  Du- 
mouriez had  prepared  a flotilla,  arid  contend  for  the  poffeffion  of 
Holland.  They  already  occupied  the  fortrelTes  of  Breda,  Klun- 
dert,  and  Gertruydenberg,  in  which  ftrong  garrifons  might  be 
placed  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  their  rear,  while  a body  of 
troops  under  general  de  Flers  could  continue  the  blockade  of 
Steenberg  and  Bergen-op-zoom  at  pleafure.  The  commander 
in  chief  accordingly  propofed  to  embark  his  van  guard  at  ^ 

Roowaert,  and  fend  his  right  divifion  from  Gertruydenberg, 

' where  he  had  found  a great  number  of  velTels  admirably  adapted 
for  his  purpofe  ; and  as  the  diftance  to  Dort  was  not  great,  he 
hoped  to  effe£t  it  by  fortifying  an  intermediate  ifle  with  cannon 
of  large  dimenfions,  on  purpofe  to  keep  off"  the  armed  velTels 
belonging  to  the  enemy. 

The  neceflary  preparations  being  made,  it  was  determined 
to  attempt  the  palTage  -during  the  night ; but  an  event  occurred 
in  the  mean  time  that  faved  Holland  from  the  miferies  of  in- 
vafion,  gave  a ffiort  refpite  to  the  Orange  party,  entirely  changed 
the  nature  of  the  war,  and  at  length  forced  the  French  to  retire 
within  their  own  territories. 

* The  baron  de  Boetzelaer,  who  was  made  a lieutenant-general  during  the  fiege, 
and  afterwards  received  a prefent  of  a valuable  fword  for  himfelf,  and  a portion 
for  each  of  his  daughters,  from  the  Hates  of  Holland.  ' 
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The  army  which  had  fo  lately  chafed  the  Auftrians  from  the 
Low- countries,  and  appeared  to  be  deflined  to  prevent  their  return, 
was  not  only  difpirited  by  the  abfence  of  its  leader,  but  rendered 
incapable  of  ad;ive  operations  in  confequence  of  the  difputes  that 
[Feb.  20.]  prevailed  among  the  generals.  Miranda,  in  purfuance  to  orders, 
had  laid  fiege  to  Maeftricht,  and  commenced  a terrible  bom- 
bardment, which  fet  fire  to  that  city  in  feveral  different  parts. 
The  defence  however  was  far  more  vigorous  than  had  been  ex- 
pected ; for  a body  of  French  emigrants,  who  expeCted  but  little 
mercy  in  cafe  their  countrymen  fhould  triumph,  had  thrown 
themfelves  into  the  place,  under  the  command  of  M.  d’Auti- 
champ  *,  and  difplayed  equal  fkill  and  bravery  in  the  courfe  of 
the  fiege.  General  Champmorin  had  alfo  failed  in  his  attempt  to 
obtain  pofleflion  of  Venloo ; for,  although  he  had  taken  the  forts 
of  Stevenswert  and  St.  Michel  on  the  Meufe,  he  had  been  an- 
ticipated in  his  defign  by  the  Pruflians,  who  immediately  oc- 
cupied the  place. 

While  the  generals  Valence,  Stengel,  and  Dampierre,  re- 
mained in  their  cantonments  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Liege  and 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  prince  de  Cobourg,  an  officer  who  had  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  during  the  war  againft  the  Turks,  arrived  at 
Cologne,  and  affumed  the  command  of  the  Auftrian  forces. 
Having  learned  that  difunion  prevailed  among  the  leaders, 


* The  marquis  d’Autichamp  had  obtained  the  rank  of  marechal-de-camp  under 
the  ancient  government,  and  was  repeatedly  accufed  of  difafFe£tion  fubfequently 
to  the  revolution.  Being  denounced  in  1790,  for  having  entered  into  a con- 
[piracy  to  deliver  up  the  city  of  Lyons  to  the  French  princes,  he  found  it  ne- 
celTary  to  repair  to  the  army  of  the  prince  of  Conde,  with  which  he  ferved  in  the 
capacity  of  lieutenant-general.  He  alfo  a£[ed,  during  the  campaign  of  1792, 
with  the  troops  headed  by  the  brothers  of  Louis  XVI.  and  was  entrufted  with  the 
command  of  the  gendarmerie  d cheval,  a very  fine  body  of  horfe.  He  afterwards 
entered  Maeftricht  with  many  of  his  countrymen,  and  it  has  been  often  aflerted  that 
the  Dutch  were  indebted  to  him  for  the  prefervation  of  that  important  frontier  city. 
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and  difcontent  among  the  troops,  he  immediately  collected  his  BOOK.  Hh 
army,  and  determined  to  commence  his  military  career  by  fome 
brilliant  exploit. 

General  Clairfayt  accordingly  pafled  the  Roer  during  the 
night,  and  not  only  repulfed  the  French  army  both  on  the  fide  of  ^ 

Duren  and  Juliers,  but  compelled  it  to  retreat  beyond  Alden- 
hoven,  with  the  lofs  of  two  thoufand  men  killed,  wounded,  or 
taken  prifoners,  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  thirteen  ammunition 
waggons,  and  the  military  cheft.  In  the  mean  time  the  Auftrian 
commander  in  chief  penetrated  through  Aldenhoven,  without 
experiencing  any  obftrucTion  whatever,  and  five  days  after  ob- 
tained a decifive  vidlory  over  the  enemy,  whom  he  chafed  before 
him. 

The  French  who  remained  in  cantonments,  and  had  not 
as  yet  any  central  pofition  affigned  where  they  might  affemble,  im- 
mediately fell  back  on  Liege,  without  fighting.  General  Le- 
veneur,  who  prefided  over  the  attack  of  Maeftricht,  on  the  fide 
of  Wyck,  deemed  himfelf  fortunate  in  being  able  to  carry  away 
his  cannon  and  crofs  the  Meufe,  while  general  Adiranda  was  under 
the  neceflity  of  entirely  relinquifhing  the  fiege.  Lieutenant- 
general  Lanoue  was  alfo  obliged  to  retreat  from  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
after  being  beaten  at  Aldenhoven ; and  general  Valence  with 
fome  difficulty  faved  a column  of  twenty-feven  battalions,  by  a 
vigorous  charge  of  cavalry,  in  the  plain  of  Tongres. 

The  Imperialifts  having  thus  relieved  Alaeftricht,  croffed  the 

IT-  fiegeofMael’- 

Meufe  and  entered  Liege,  where  they  feized  all  the  magazines  tricht. 

belonging  to  the  French,  and  got  poffeffion  of  the  clothing  for 

the  troops  ; the  Pruffians  at  the  fame  time  obliged  general  Champ- 

morin  to  evacuate  Stevenfwert  and  fort  St.  Adichel,  and  fall  back 

on  Dieft ; in  confequence  of  which,  the  courfe  of  the  Lower 

Meufe  was  fubjed  to  their  control,  and  had  they  perfevered  and 

penetrated  either  by  Antwerp  or  Bois-le-Duc,  the  retreat  of  the 

army  in  Holland  would  have  been  entirely  cut  off,  or  at  leaft 
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BOOK  III.  rendered  equivocal.  In  fliort,  the  defeat  of  the  republican 
troops  in  the  Low-countries  was  fo  complete,  that,  excepting 
1/93.  the  battering  artillery,  nothing  was  faved ; defertion  inftantly 
fucceeded,  and  more  than  ten  thoufand  men  retire^  amidft  the 
general  confufion. 

The  commiflioners  of  the  convention,  alarmed  at  the  defperate 
fituation  of  the  wreck  of  the  army  now  affembled  in  the  camp  of 
Louvain,  immediately  hahened  to  Paris,  and,  in  confequence  of 
their  reprefentations,  Dumouriez,  whofe  enterprifmg  fpirit  had  led 
him  to  expect  the  fpeedy  conqueft  of  ITolland,  was  awakened  from 
his  dream  of  glory,  by  the  unwelcome  tidings  of  a fugitive  army, 
and  a viftorious  foe.  After  a fhort  ftruggle,  he  however  obeyed 
the  orders  of  the  council,  and  fet  out  next  morning  for  Flanders, 
leaving  the  troops  under  the  command  of  general  de  Flers,  with 
directions  to  attempt  the  paflage  from  Gertruydenberg,  and  in  cafe 
of  fuccefs  to  wait  at  Dort,  where  he  was  to  receive  further  in- 
ftrudtions.  But  the  arrival  of  the  Englifli  forces  in  Holland,  the 
check  received  by  the  grand  army,  and  the  fudden  departure  of  Du- 
mouriez, with  Vv^hom  the  ill-fated  fcheme  of  conqueft  had  originated, 
rendered  the  invaders  difpirited.  De  Flers,  inftead  of  effedling  a 
defcent,  found  it  neceflary,  in  confequence  of  the  approach  of  the 
Retreat  from  Pruflians,  to  throw  himfelf  into  Breda,  with  fix  battalions  of  in- 
fantry, and  two  hundred  horfe,  while  colonel  Tilly  garrifoned 
Gertruydenberg,  with  three  battalions  and  five  hundred  cavalry. 
The  reft  of  the  army  was  condudted  to  Antwerp,  under  the 
command  of  colonels  de  Vaux  and  Thouvenot,  who  evacuated 
the  batteries  of  Mordyck  without  lofs,  deftroyed  the  fortifications 
of  Klundert,  and  prevented  the  troops,  now  greatly  difpirited, 
from  flying  in  diforder. 

Reflexions.  Thus  terminated  the  expedition  againft  Holland,  the  idea  of 
which  was  conceived,  and  the  plan  carried  into  execution,  within 
the  fpace  of  a few  days.  The  fuccefs  of  this  irruption  was  at  firft  far 
greater  than  it  deferved ; for  the  French  were  adually  deftitute  of 
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-cannon  and  ammunition,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  unexpedled  BOOK  iii. 
furrender  of  Breda  and  Gertruydenberg,  Dumouriez  muft  have 
retired  before  in  difgrace.  This  general  was  undoubtedly  milled 
by  the  brilliant  example  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  who  had 
over-run  and  fubjugated  the  fame  country  in  the  fpace  of  a few 
weeks  ; but  the  Pruflians  on  that  occafion  were  not  under  the 
neceffity  of  either  obtaining  or  creating  a flotilla  for  the  paflage  of 
their  troops ; neither  had  they  any  hoftile  troops  in  their  rear,  nor 
did  they  experience  any  confiderable  refiftance  from  the  fortified 
towns.  In  fine,  the  cafe  was  entirely  different,  and  the  French 
commander,  by  the  mifmanagement  of  this  expedition,  loft  all  the 
glory  he  had  acquired  in  Champagne,  placed  the  covering  army 
in  a fituation  where  it  was  liable  to  be  beaten,  and  not  only  pro- 
duced his  own  difgrace  which  foon  after  occurred,  but  entailed  a 
variety  of  calamities  upon  his  country. 

In  the  mean  time  the  progrefs  of  the  French  arms  in  Ger- 
many in  a great  meafure  ceafed  to  be  either  brillknt  or  pro- 
fperous.  Cuftine  had  been  unable  to  prevent  the  Heffians  from  4™^  Cuf- 
rendezvoufing  at  Coblentz,  whither  the  king  of  Pruffia  alfo 
directed  his  march,  and  not  only  occupied  the  two  banks  of  the 
Lahn,  but  appeared  defirous  to  force  the  general  to  abandon 
Francfort,  and  fhut  himfelf  up  within  the  walls  of  Mentz.  Being 
apprifed  of  their  motions,  and  determined  to  ad;  as  long  as 
poffible  on  the  offenfive,  he  immediately  marched  againfl;  the 
enemy,  and,  notwithftanding  previous  information  had  been  ob- 
tained of  his  defign,  fuch  was  the  fpirited  nature  of  the  attack, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  relinquifh  all  their  pofitions. 

These  temporary  fucceffes,  joined  to  his  critical  fituation,  at 
length  induced  the  government  to  liften  to  the  reprefentations  of 
Cuftine,  and  afford  him  fuccoiir ; Biron  accordingly  received  in- 
ftrudions  to  fend  a body  of  troops  to  his  affiftance.  On  this,  al- 
though a fenior  officer,  he  immediately  determined  to  put  both  him- 
felf and  troops  under  his  command.  But  before  a jundion  could  be 
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BOOK  III.  effeded,  the  former  was  obliged  to  withdraw  to  Mentz  in  the  face 
of  a fuperiour  army,  colleded  from  all  quarters  by  the  king  of 
1793.  Pruffia  ; to  add  to  his  misfortunes,  the  inhabitants  of  Francfort 
by^^he  op^ned  One  of  their  gates  to  the  enemy,  on  the  very  night  pre- 
ceding  the  arrival  of  fuccour,  and  part  of  the  garrifon  was  put 
to  the  fword,  with  a degree  of  barbarity  hitherto  without  ex- 
ample in  the  courfe  of  the  war. 

While  the  blockade  of  Mentz  was  conduded  in  a languid 
manner  during  the  winter  by  the  Pruflians,  the  French  appear  to 
have  remained  on  the  defenfive ; but  they  again  took  the  field 
early  in  the  fpring,  and  endeavoured  to  make  up  by  celerity 
their  deficiency  in  refped  to  numbers.  Cuftine  accordingly 
made  an  irruption  into  the  territories  of  the  duke  of  Deux  Ponts, 
and  fuddenly  took  pofTefTion  of  his  refidence  of  Calfberg ; their 
ferene  highneffes  efcaping  with  great  difficulty.  But  the  tide  of 
war  now  fet  in  in  a contrary  diredion,  and  the  three-coloured 
flag,  which  had  fo  lately  flaunted  in  triumph  along  the  Rhine 
and  Maine,  was  doomed  in  its  turn  to  experience  humiliation. 
Konigftein,  with  its  garrifon  of  four  hundred  and  forty  men, 
furrendered  to  the  Pruffians  ; Worms  was  evacuated  ; and  part 
of  the  magazines  at  Bingen,  Kreutznach,  and  Nierftein,  feized. 

Nor  was  this  all,  for  the  Hates  of  the  empire  had  at  length 
declared  war  againft  France  ; and  the  diet  of  Ratifbon,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  menaces  of  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  had 
ordained  “ a jundion  of  arms,”  and  voted  the  neceffary  con- 
tingents. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


ConduB  of  Dumouriez  on  his  Return  to  Belgium — Battle  of  Ncr- 
nvinden — Secret  Treaty  with  the  Aufrians — Retreat  of  the 
French  Army—-Arref  of  the  Deputies — Dumouriez^  being  aban-^ 
doned  by  his  Troops y takes  Refuge  within  the  Aufirian  lines. 

On  his  return  to  Antwerp,  Dumouriez  found  the  inhabitants  of  BOO  K iii. 
that  city  reduced  to  a Rate  of  defpondency ; for  the  late  un- 
expected  flight,  defertion,  and  diforder  of  the  French  troops,  U93. 
feemed  to  render  the  reftoration  of  the  Belgick  provinces  to  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  inevitable.  Nor  did  the  fituation  of  his  own 
army  appear  encouraging,  as  the  heavy  artillery  was  already  on 
its  return  to  France,  and  all  the  tents  and  baggage  had  been  loft 
during  his  abfence. 

Having  iffued  orders  to  arreft  the  deferters,  and  collect  the 
fugitives,  he  repaired  immediately  to  the  head-quarters  at  Lou- 
vain, convoked  and  reproached  the  foldiery  with  the  diforders 
committed  by  them,  their  want  of  confidence  in  their  generals, 
the  relaxation  of  difcipline,  and  the  precipitation  and  diforder  of 
their  recent  retreat.  The  troops  being  afledled  with  thefe  accu- 
fations,  which  were  but  too  well  founded,  profefTed  to  be  alhamed 
of  their  condud,  and  appeared  eager  to  march  againft  the  ene- 
my. Advantage  was  accordingly  taken  of  this  difpofition,  to 
make  various  changes  in  the  organifation  of,  and  to  introduce  a 
new  fyftem  of  fubordination  into,  the  army,  which  was  ftill  for- 
midable in  point  of  numbers,  and  amounted  even  at  this  period 
to  forty  thoufand  infantry  and  four  thoufand  five  hundred  ca- 
valry. General  Valence  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
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BOOK  iir.  right,  the  duke  of  Chartres  of  the  centre,  and  general  Miranda 
of  the  left.  Under  thefe  ferved  the  generals  Dampierre,  Champ- 
1793.  morin,  and  Neuilly;  the  referve  was  commanded  by  general 
Chancel,  and  the  advanced  guard  by  general  La  Marche. 

Having  retaken  Tirlemont  from  the  Auftrians,  who  recrolfed 
the  Gette,  and  occupied  the  heights  of  Neerlanden,  Nerwinden, 
Middlewinden,  and  Oberwinden,  the  French  commander  in 
chief  advanced  once  more  againft  them,  and  feized  on  Gotzen- 
hoven,  which  he  maintained  during  an  engagement  of  eight 
hours  between  the  two  advanced  guards,  fupported  by  the  main  ' 
body  of  each  of  the  hoftile  armies. 

D UMOURIEZ,  inflamed  with  this  flight  fuccefs,  determined  to 
give  battle  to  the  enemy,  partly  on  purpofe  to  flop  their  further 
progrefs,  and  partly  to  prevent  them  from  being  flrengthened  by 
the  reinforcements  now  marching  to  their  alfiftance.  He  was  alfo 
defirous  to  be  the  aifailant  upon  this  occafion,  as  he  would  not 
only  derive  all  the  advantages  ufually  accompanying  this  meafure, 
but  gratify  the  inclination  of  his  troops ; the  French  being  ever 
more  defirous  to  attack  than  to  defend. 

He  accordingly  fpent  a whole  day  in  reconnoitring  the  pofition 
[March  i;.]  of  the  Imperialifts,  polling  his  troops  in  order  of  battle,  and 
Battleof  preparing  his  plan  of  operations.  The  army,  divided  into  eight 
[March  18  ] columns,  was  at  length  put  in  motion  between  feven  and  eight 
o’clock  next  morning,  and  crolTed  the  river  without  any  ob- 
ftacle.  General  La  Marche  with  the  firfl:  column  immediately 
entered  the  plain  of  Landen,  and,  not  finding  the  enemy  there, 
joined  the  fecond,  which  attacked  the  village  of  Oberwinden, 
and  the  tomb  of  Middlewinden,  about  ten  o’clock,  with  fuch 
vigour  that  they  were  both  carried  ; but  the  Auftrians  after- 
wards retook  the  latter,  the  importance  of  which  became  now 
apparent ; the  polfelfion  was  accordingly  difputed  during  the 
whole  of  the  day.  The  third  column,  under  general  Neuilly, 
about  the  fame  time  drove  the  Imperialifts  from  a village  where 
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they  had  taken  poft»  but  In  confequence  of  a mlftake  It  was  BOOK  III. 
abandoned  Immediately.  The  Auftrlans  on  this  refumed  their 
former  pofitlon,  whence  they  were  chafed  a fecond  time  by  the  U93. 
fourth  and  fifth  colnmris  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of 
Chartres ; general  Desforets,  however,  having  been  wounded  In 
the  head  with  a mulket  fhot,  the  village  encumbered  with  In- 
fantry, and  the  troops  thrown  Into  confufion.  It  was  once  more  re- 
llnqullhed  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  who  threatened  to  carry 
it  by  alTault. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  the  republican  troops  were  In  diforder, 
the  Auftrlans,  relying  on  the  fuperiority  of  their  cavalry,  de- 
fcended  Into  the  plain  between  Nerwinden  and  Middlewinden, 
and  made  a furious  charge  on  the  French  horfe.  General  Va- 
lence, who  fought  with  great  valour  at  their  head,  was  wounded 
and  obliged  to  retire  to  Tirlemont ; notwithftanding  this,  the  Im- 
perialifts  were  at  length  forced  to  withdraw.  Nearly  at  the  fame 
period  another  body  of  cavalry  attacked  the  infantry  of  the 
fourth  column  on  the  left  of  Nerwinden  with  great  gallantry  ; 
but  general  Thouvenot,  who  was  pofted  there,  received  them 
with  coolnefs,  and  rendered  their  charge  deftrudlive  to  them- 
felves  alone  ; for,  on  perceiving  their  approach,  he  opened  his 
ranks  to  allow  them  to  pafs,  and  made  fuch  a critical  difcharge  of 
grape  and  cafe  ftiot  from  his  artillery,  in  addition  to  a clofe  fire 
of  mufketry  from  the  regiment  of  Deux-Ponts,  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  this  detachment  was  deftroyed. 

The  fate  of  the  adtion,  both  in  the  centre  and  on  the  right, 
now  appeared  to  be  decifively  in  favour  of  the  French,  and  thefe 
two  divifions  pafted  the  night  in  the  field  of  battle,  on  purpofe 
to  refume  the  engagement  and  complete  the  vidlory  at  the  break 
of  day 

* “ Les  Imperlaux  Ont  avoue  qu’ils  etaient  prets  a faire  leur  retraite,  & que 
leurs  equipages  avaient  deja  eu  ordre  de  fe  retirer  fur  Tongres.”  Memoires  du 
Gen.  Dumouriez,  tom.  11.  p.  io6, 
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BOOK  III.  But,  while  fuccefs  fmlled  on  this  portion  of  the  army,  a far 
ci^P,  IV.  diffei-ent  fate  was  referved  for  the  left  wing.  The  fixth  and 
1793.  feventh  columns,  which  had  attacked  the  enemy  with  great  fuccefs, 
were  already  in  poiTeflion  of  Orfmael,  when  a panick  terrour 
appears  to  have  feized  on  fome  of  the  battalions,  in  confequence 
of  which  great  confufion  immediately  enfued  General  Clair- 
fayt  took  advantage  of  and  augmented  the  diforder,  by  a brifk 
charge  of  cavalry,  which  completed  the  rout  of  the  two  columns , 
occafioned  the  (laughter  of  a great  number  of  men,  and  ren- 
dered the  officers  incapable  of  reftoring  order  : Guifeard,  a mare- 
chal-de-campy  attached  to  the  artillery,  was  killed  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  ; and  generals  Rualt  and  Iller,  with  feveral  aides-de-camp^ 
and  other  perfons  belonging  to  the  ftaff,  were  among  the  wounded. 

On  this,  general  Miranda  gave  orders  to  retreat,  and  withdrew 
to  a pofition  behind  Tirlemont,  without  being  haraffed  by  the 
Auftrians,  who  were  as  yet  unacquainted  with  the  extent  of  their 
good  fortune ; general  Champmorin  alfo  retired  from  Leaw, 
croffied  the  river  by  the  bridge  of  Bingen,  which  he  cut  down 
after  him,  and  refumed  his  pofition  at  Oplinter. 

Dumouriez,  who  had  fuperintended  the  movements  of  his 
right  and  centre  in  perfon,  being  greatly  alarmed  at  not  hearing 
from  his  left  flank,  entered  Tirlemont,  where  he  found  general 
Miranda,  and  gave  him  orders  to  aflfemble  his  diviflon  during  the 
night,  on  purpofe  to  occupy  the  heights  of  Wommerfem,  as  well  as 
the  great  road,  and  the  bridges  of  OrfmaB  and  Neerhelpen,  with 


* Dumouriez  pofitively  aflerts,  that  the  volunteers  on  this  occafion  abandoned 
the  troops  of  the  line ; and  it  is  not  altogether  improbable,  for  as  their  condudl 
was  not  founded  on  perfonal  attachment,  they  were  lefs  zealous  to  obtain  fuccefs. 
So  critical  indeed  was  the  fituation  of  the  real  republicans  at  this  period,  that  either 
a defeat  or  victory  was  almofl;  equally  inaufpicious  : in  cafe  of  the  former,  they  knew 
that  the  Belgians  mull  be  abandoned  and  facrificed  *,  and  if  the  latter  fhould 
occur,  they  fufpe£ted  that  Dumouriez  intended  to  march  to  Paris  and  alter  the 
form  of  the  government. 
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a view  of  Infurlng  the  pafTage  of  the  Gette,  a§  well  as  the  retreat  of  B OO  K ill. 
the  right  and  centre,  which  would  otherwife  engage  with  the 
enemy’s  army  fubjed:  to  the  difadvantage  of  a river  in  their  U93. 

rear. 

Such  was  the  battle  of  Nerwinden,  which  diffolved  the  vifion- 
ary  fchemes  of  Dumourlez,  and  decided  the  fate  of  the  cam- 
paign. In  this  adion  the  French,  according  to  the  confefllon  of 
their  own  general,  facrificed  about  three  thoufand  men  either 
killed  or  taken,  and  more  than  a thoufand  wounded,  befides 
many  cannon ; while  the  lofs  of  the  Imperialifts,  which  fell 
principally  on  their  cavalry,  did  not  exceed  fourteen  hundred. 

Both  armies  difplayed  great  courage  and  perfeverance  upon  this 
occafion  ; and  had  not  Dumouriez  loft  the  confidence  of  all  the 
volunteers,  and  moft  of  the  fuperiour  officers,  who  dreaded  left 
they  ftiould  be  betrayed,  vidory,  perhaps,  would  have  once 
more  declared  in  his  favour. 

The  French  army  was  enabled  to  withdraw  to  the  heights  Du*^oune7  Is 
behind  Tirlemont  in  good  order,  in  confequence  of  the  able  treat  firft  to 
and  intrepid  condud  of  all  the  generals,  particularly  Dampierre,  ne^to 'eau- 
who  acquired  great  celebrity  on  this  occafion ; but  the  dif- 
affedion  of  the  national  guards  foon  rendered  a further  retreat  vain, 
neceflary.  Nor  were  they  miftaken  in  refped  to  their  fufpicions,  Treachery  of 
for  their  commander  alike  unmindful  of  his  engagements  and 
his  oaths,  and  anxious  alone  to  efcape  the  puniffiment  that 
awaited  his  difobedience,  had  entered  into  a confpiracy  for  the 
evacuation  of  Belgium,  and  the  fubverfion  of  the  French  go- 
vernment. Under  pretence  of  treating  about  the  wounded  and 
prifoners,  he  difpatched  an  officer  belonging  to  his  ftaff^,  with 
the  neceffary  inftrudions,  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  prince 
de  Cobourg,  where  he  had  a conference  with  colonel  Mack,- 
with  whom  a fufpenfion  of  arms  was  agreed  upon.  On  the 


* Colonel  Montjoye. 
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BOOK  III.  evening  of  the  fucceeding  day,  the  latter  repaired  to  Louvain, 
and  certain  articles,  without  being  reduced  to  writing,  were 
1793.  acceded  to  verbally 

Dumouriez,  in  conformity  to  this  treaty,  now  gave  orders 
for  abandoning  the  Netherlands  ; and  after  his  army  had  marched 
through  Bruflels,  an  interview  took  place  between  him  and  the 
adjutant-general  of  the  Auftrian  army,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
he  announced  his  intentions  of  marching  to  Paris  and  diflblving 
the  convention.  On  this  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Imperialifts 
fhould  either  remain  paffive,  or  adl:  the  part  of  auxiliaries 
as  occafion  might  require ; but  it  was  exprefsly  ftipulated  on 
the  other  hand,  that  Conde  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  them 
until  the  conclufion  of  peace,  and  the  regulation  of  indemnities : 
the  duke  de  Chartres,  generals  Valence,  Thouvenot,  and  colonel 
Montjoye,  were  prefent  upon  this  occafion,  and  affifted  at  the 
deliberations. 

Some  fmifter  events,  however,  occurred  foon  after,  which 
tended  not  a little  to  embarrafs  the  conduct  and  defeat  the  new  pro- 
jects of  Dumouriez.  He  had  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  camp  of  Tour- 
nay,  than  he  learned  that  the  divifion  under  general  Neuilly,  on 
its  reaching  Mons,  inflead  of  affuming  a pofition  in  conformity  to 
his  orders  on  the  heights  of  Nimy,  had  dilbanded  and  fled  to 
Conde  and  Valenciennes,  and  that  the  cavalry  alone  remained  at 
its  Ration.  This  unexpected  defection,  while  it  rendered  the 
fituation  of  the  main  body  of  the  army  precarious,  by  uncover- 
ing its  left  flank,  in  cafe  the  convention  fliould  be  annulled,  at 
the  fame  time  filled  the  two  neighbouring  fortrefles  with  dif- 


* 1.  That  the  Imperialifts  fliould  make  no  more  general  attacks,  and  that  the  French 

commander  in  chief  fliould  not  on  his  tide  endeavour  to  give  battle. 

“ 2.  That,  in  conformity  to  this  tacit  convention,  the  French  fliould  retire  to  Bruflels, 
by  eafy  marches,  and  in  good  order,  without  being  haralfed. 

“ 3.  That  the  fame  parties  fliould  meet  again  after  the  evacuation  of  that  city,  on  pu?* 
pofe  to  agree  as  to  future  contingencies.” 
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contented  foldlery,  and  rendered  their  furrender  far  more  difficult  BOOK  iii. 
than  before. 

On  that  very  day  he  received  a vifit  from  Proly,  Desjardins,  U93. 
and  Pereira,  three  deputies  from  the  jacobin  fociety  of  Paris  : ^ 

. ..  . . . . Negociations 

who,  after  founding  his  intentions,  immediately  denounced  himbetWenDu- 
to  the  legiflature  as  an  enemy  to  his  country.  A difpatch  arrived  [Urdeputies. 
at  the  fame  time  from  feven  commiffioners  of  the  convention, 
who  had  aflembled  at  Lifle,  requiring  his  prefence  in  that  city, 
on  purpofe  to  anfwer  the  accufations  againft  him.  But  the  wily 
general,  who  knew  that  in  cafe  of  compliance  he  would  have 
been  arrefted  and  puniffied  for  his  perfidy,  took  care  to  decline 
this*  invitation.  Piowever,  as  he  had  not  as  yet  openly  quarrelled 
with  them,  his  reply  was  guarded  ; but  at  the  fame  time  it  was 
eafy  to  perceive  that  he  had  determined  to  aO:  with  vigour  and 
firmnefs.  He  accordingly  Rated  in  his  anfwer  to  their  demand, 

“ that  being  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  and  his  prefence  conftantly 
neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  an  army  v/hich  he  was  now 
bufied  in  reforming,  it  became  impoffible  for  him  to  be  prefent  at 
the  enquiry  ; but  that  if  the  deputies  would  repair  to  his  camp, 
he  would  anfwer  any  queftions  with  his  accuftomed  franknefs.” 

He  added,  “ that  fo  foon  as  he  had  fecured  his  retreat  v/ithin  the 
French  territories,  he  would  have  more  time  to  attend  to  matters 
that  concerned  himfelf  perfonaily  ; but  that  he  was  fully  deter- 
mined never  to  enter  Lifle  unlefs  it  fhoukl  be  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  and  on  purpofe  to  punifh  the  cowards  who,  after  having 
abandoned  their  colours,  dared  to  calumniate  the  gallant  defenders 
of  their  country.” 

Soon  after  this,  Antwerp  furrendered  to  a body  of  two 
thoufand  men  under  colonel  Mylius,  and  Dumouriez  not  only 
abandoned  his  pofition  at  Tournay,  but  conduced  the  army  of 
the  north  to  the  camp  of  Bruille,  which  he  conneded  by  means 
of  three  bridges  of  communication  with  that  of  Maulde.  He 
at  the  fame  time  difpatched  general  Miaczinfky  with  four  thoufand 
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BOOK  III.  men  to  occupy  Orchies,  while  the  artillery  removed  to  St.  Amand 
where  the  head-quarters  were  eftablifhed. 

17,93.  Thus,  after  a fhort  and  impotent  ftruggle,  the  armies  of  France 
" abandoned  the  people  of  Liege  to  the  vengeance  of  an  exafperated 
ecclefiaftick,  while  the  inhabitants  of  Flanders  and  Brabant  were 
once  more  refigned  to  the  dominion  of  their  ancient  fovereign  ; and 
as  a great  portion  of  both  nations  had  evinced  an  eager  defire  to 
be  received  within  the  pale  of  a new  republick,  alarm  and  diftruft 
necell'arily  enfued,  and  confifcation  and  punilhment  were  ex- 
pected to  follow. 

Dumourlcz  In  the  mean  time  the  French  commander  began  to  difclofe  his 
feduce'h*is^°  intentions  to  his  army.  The  violent  proceedings  of  the  jacobins, 
and  the  frequent  inftances  of  cruelty  and  injuftice  on  the  part  of 
the  convention,  had  rendered  them  odious  to  a large  portion 
of  the  regular  troops ; it  was  eafy  therefore  to  inflame  their  re- 
fentments  againfl:  both  of  thefe,  particularly  the  former,  and  attri- 
bute all  the  difafters  that  had  occurred  to  them  alone.  The  re- 
' eftablifliment  of  a monarchical  form  of  government,  and  the  re- 
ftoration  of  the  former  conftitution,  became  popular  fubjedfs  in 
the  camp  ; while  the  prefence  of  a young  and  gallant  prince,  who 
ferved  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general,  contributed  not  a little 
to  revive  the  devotion  of  the  French  foldiery  to  one  branch  at  leafl: 
of  the  family  of  the  Bourbons.  The  old  troops  were  attached  to  this 
notion,  and  alfo  to  the  perfon  of  their  general,  who  had  often 
difplayed  undoubted  proofs  of  valour  and  abilities  in  their  pre- 
fence ; the  cavalry,  which  had  always  leaned  towards  the  ancient 
government,  embraced  thefe  ideas  with  ardour ; and  even  the 
artillery,  hitherto  conftantly  attached  to  republican  forms,  pro- 
claimed aloud  that  it  was  determined  to  defend  the  commander 
in  chief  againfl  the  machinations  of  all  his  enemies.  Several  re- 
giments began  to  talk  openly  of  marching  to  Paris,  on  purpofe  to 
punifh  the  anarchifls  to  whom  they  attributed  all  their  recent 
difgraces ; and  when  they  were  told  that  Dumouriez  would  be 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


251 


CHAP.  IV. 
1793. 


fummoned  to  the  capital.  It  was  their  ufual  reply  that  they  BOO  Kill 
would  conduct  him  thither  and  fhare  his  fate.” 

Some  of  the  general  and  ftaff  officers  alfo  appeared  to  waver 
in  their  allegiance.  They  beheld  themfelves  attacked  daily  by 
name  In  the  newfpapers  devoted  to  the  jacobins;  they  were  already 
accufed  of  treafon  by  fome  of  the  members  of  that  celebrated 
fociety,  and  contemplated  with  fufpiclon  even  by  the  conven- 
tion itfelf.  They  had  alfo  feen  many  gallant  chiefs,  after  over- 
coming the  enemies  of  their  country,  arrefted  and  executed  on 
vague  furmifes ; they  knew  that  an  odious  court,  denominated 
the  revolutionary  tribunal^  prefided  over  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
all  the  citizens,  and  condemned  thofe  dragged  before  it  without 
proofs,  and  almoft  without  a hearing. 

To  increafe  the  number  of  thofe  devoted  to  his  perfon,  Du- 
mouriez  tranfmitted  orders  to  general  de  Flers  and  colonel  Tilly, 
by  means  of  the  Auftrian  adjutant-general  Mack,tofurrender  Breda 
and  Gertruydenberg,  and  return  with  the  five  or  fix  thoufand  men 
entrufted  to  their  command  ; this  was  accordingly  performed,  and 
they  were  permitted  to  march  to  his  camp  with  their  arms  and 
baggage.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  while  the  greater  part  of  his 
army  detefted  the  ruling  tyranny,  the  idea  of  a fecret  treaty  with 
the  enemy,  and  an  open  confpiracy  to  overturn  the  republican 
government,  in  fupport  of  which  they  had  fo  often  hazarded 
their  lives,  was  contemplated  with  horrour.  The  late  conduct 
of  Dumouriez  had  occafioned  fufpiclon  ; the  frequent  and  fecret 
conferences  with  the  Auftrian  officers,  engendered  ideas  highly 
unfavourable  to  the  honour  of  the  general ; and  not  a few  be- 
lieved that  they  and  their  country  w’ere  about  to  be  facrificed  to 
the  treachery  of  a military  adventurer,  whofe  proceedings  were 
folely  regulated  by  Intereft  and  ambition.  The  national  batta- 
lions, which  formed  a majority  of  the  foldiery,  were  averfe  from 
change  ; and  many  of  the  principal  officers,  particularly  Dam- 
pierre,  who  had  fo  lately  acquired  the  admiration  of  the  troops, 
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were  decidedly  hoftile  to  the  meafures  of  their  leader,  of  whofe 
treafon  they  were  no  longer  ignorant.  A number  of  members 
from  the  patriotick  focieties  w’^ere  alfo  difperfed  in  the  camp,  and 
a fecret  communication  was  kept  up  with  Paris,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring garrifons.  Three  commifTioners  * from  the  convention, 
Rationed  at  Valenciennes,  already  treated  the  commander  in 
chief  as  a rebel,  and  prohibited  money  and  fupplies  being  fent  to 
his  army  ; they  not  only  cut  off  all  intercourfe  with  the  garrifon 
left  it  flrould  be  debauched,  but  they  even  publifhed  a manifefto 
againft  Dumouriez,  which  they  caufed  to  be  diftributed  among 
the  troops  under  his  command,  as  well  as  in  the  neighbour- 
ing fortrefl'es.  The  influence  of  money  was  alfo  recurred  to, 
and  the  ajjignats^  originally  deftined  to  overthrow  the  enemies 
of  the  republick,  were  now  employed  to  fecure  the  allegiance 
of  its  troops. 

All  the  cities  on  this  frontier  were  agitated  by  the  two  different 
factions.  In  Conde  confiderable  commotions  already  prevailed, 
and  the  troops  quartered  there  were  divided  in  their  opinions  ; 
but  general  Neuilly,  who  commanded  them,  was  firmly  attached 
to  Dumouriez,  and  ready  if  a proper  opportunity  prefented  itfelf 
to  declare  in  his  favour. 

In  the  mean  time  the  commander  in  chief  recurred  to  a ftra- 
tagem,  in  order  to  inflame  the  paflions  of  his  troops.  Six  volunteers 
having  defired  their  general  “ to  repair  to  the  bar  of  the  convention, 
in  obedience  to  orders,  elfe  they  and  many  of  their  companions 
had  fworn  to  imitate  Brutus,  and  poinard  him  on  the  fpot  the 
different  regiments  were  immediately  affembled  by  his  partifans, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  day  he  received  various  addreffes 
from  both  officers  and  foldiers,  expreffing  their  abhorrence  of 
aflaffination  ; fome  even  evinced  a' defire  to  change  the  govern- 
ment, and  re-eftablifh  the  law  and  conftitution  of  1789.  The 
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moment  the  general  received  thefe  petitions,  which  he  affected  to  book  nr. 
confider  as  the  unanimous  wifh  of  the  army,  he  openly  en- 
deavoured to  obtain  pofleflion  of  the  three  neighbouring  gar- 
rifons.  Miaczinfki  was  accordingly  ordered  to  repair  to  Lifle 
with  a large  body  of  troops,  on  purpofe  to  feize  the  deputies  from 
the  convention,  together  with  all  the  principal  members  of  the 
jacobin  club  j but  this  foreigner  was  taken  prifoner  in  the  midft 
of  that  very  city  which  he  intended  to  betray,  and  being  fent 
to  Paris,  loft  his  head  foon  after.  As  Valenciennes  was  entrufted 

to  the  care  of  Ferrand,  whom  he  had  raifed  to  the  rank  of  ge- 

# 

neral,  Dumouriez  hoped  to  prove  more  fortunate  in  his  defigns 
ijpon  that  place ; but  L’Ecuyer,  the  provoft  of  his  army,  whom 
he  had  difpatched  'thither,  on  entering  the  fortrefs  immediately 
proclaimed  his  treachery.  Conde  now  appeared  to  be  his  laft  re- 
fource ; but  the  deputies  on  miflion  had  already  difperfed  ma- 
nifeftoes,  jacobins,  and  affignats,  among  the  garrifon,  and  Neuilly 
the  governour  found  it  utterly  impoflible  to  fulfil  his  fecret  en- 
gagements with  the  rebel  general. 

These  finifter  events,  however,  did  not  deter  him  from  arreft-  [April  2.] 
ing  the  fecretary  at  war  *,  and  four  commillioners  -f-  from  the 
convention,  who*  had  repaired  to  his  camp  on  purpofe  to  notify 
his  fufpenfion.  Having  fent  thefe  under  a guard  to  general 
Clairfayt,  he  compofed  a manifefto  in  the  courfe  of  that  very 
night,  in  which  he  gave  an  account  of  the  occurrences  of  the 
preceding  day ; but  the  murmurs  of  the  volunteers,  on  his  ap- 
pearance next  morning,  already  predicted  the  approaching  cata- 
ftrophe.  Soon  after  this  he  was  repeatedly  fired  at  by  three  bat- 
talions, who  attempted  at  the  fame  time  to  furround  him,  and 
death  or  captivity  appeared  inevitable  j but  he  efcaped  by  the 
fwiftnefs  of  his  horfe,  within  the  Auftrian  lines.  Undaunted  even 
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3 f 


254 


WARS  OF  THE 


BOOK  III.  by  this  circumftance,  he  drew  up  two  manlfeftoes  in  concert  with 
prince  de  Cobourg,  in  which  the  latter  Rated,  “ that  he  in- 
tended  to  acT  merely  as  an  auxiliary,  and  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  his  Imperial  majefty  to  make  any  conquefts  whatever, 
but  merely  to  co-operate  in  reftoring  peace  and  order  in  France.” 
Next  morning,  at  break  of  day,  Dumouriez,  accompanied  by  a 
guard  of  fifty  Auftrian  dragoons,  repaired  once  more  to  his  own 
camp,  and  endeavoured  to  regain  the  confidence  of  his  army  ; but 
it  was  now  too  late,  for  the  artillery  had  retreated  to  Valenciennes, 
and  feveral  regiments  of  infantry  were  already  on  their  march  for 

Flight  of  the  the  neio-hbourins:  fortreffes.  ‘ On  this  he  attempted  to  fecure  the 

French  ge-  ° ° . . . ^ . 

neral.  military  cheft ; but  failing  in  that  alfo,  he  deemed  himfelf  fortunate 

in  being  able  to  efcape  with  a few  of  his  friends  to  Tournay 
Luckily  for  the  convention,  the  AuRrian  commanders  neg- 
ledled  this  critical  opportunity  of  marching  againll  the  camps 
of  Maulde  and  Bruille,  while  confufion  and  difmay  prevailed 
there.  Inftead  of  meditating  an  attack,  they  were  occupied  at 
head-quarters  with  arranging  and  organifmg  the  fugitives,  and 
making  preparations  for  the  blockade  of  Cond^  which  was  to 
have  been  fummoned  in  the  name  of  Dumouriez. 


* The  officers  who  accompanied  Dumouriez  in  his  flight,  were  the  duke  de  Chartres, 
general  and  colonel  Thouvenot,  colonel  Montjoye,  lieutenant-colonel  Barrois,  &c.  General 
Valence,  who  as  well  as  himfelf  entertained  an  Idea  of  placing  a new  dynafty  on  the 
throne,  had  been  fent  by  him  to  attend  the  congrefs  of  the  minifters  of  foreign  powers  af- 
fembled  at  Antwerp  ; but  generals  Voullle  and  Marrafle,  major-general  Neuilly,  de  Bauncs, 
Second,  Dumas,  Ruault,  Berneron,  with  colonel  Arnaudin,  and  a fmall  body  of  Infantry 
and  cavalry,  joined  him  foon  after  in  the  Auftrian  territories.  But  as  the  prince  de  Co- 
bourg thought  proper  to  annul  the  proclamation,  in  which  he  had  difavowed  the  intention 
of  making  conquefts,  all  thefe  officers  deemed  themfelves  bound  in  honour  to  quit  the 
dominions  gf  the  houfe  of  Auftrla;  and  moft  of  the  foldiers  returned  to  Prance. 
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P^iews  of  the  Allies — 'Damplerre  is  appointed  to  fucceed  Dumouriez — 

Skirmijhes  at  Famars,  Quievrain^  and  St.  Amand — The  French 
are  obliged  to  retreat — Surrender  of  Conde,  Valenciennes  and 
Mentz. 

Although  the  defedion  of  Dumouriez  was  not  attended  BOOK  iii. 
with  all  the  advantages  to  the  allies  which  might  have  been 
expelled,  yet  it  contributed  not  a little  to  change  the  nature  of  the  1793. 
war,  by  rendering  hoftilities  purely  defenfive  on  the  part  of  France. 

It  was  accordingly  refolved,  in  a congrefs  compofed  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  combined  powers  to  commence  a£live 
operations  againft  the  common  enemy.  The  allied  kings  deemed 
themfelves  at  this  period  on  the  eve  of  realifmg  all  their  projects. 

Frederick- William  II.  was  certain  to  find  in  unhappy  Poland  a Separate 
compenfation  for  the  expences  of  a war,  into  which  he  had  ^'uftria^ani 
entered,  not  only  without  any  immediate  neceflity,  but  in  direct  P^uffia. 
oppofition  to  all  the  received  maxims  of  policy ; and  on  the 
other  hand,  a vaft  field  was  opened  for  the  ambition  of  the 


* The  congrefs  met  about  the  beginning  of  April,  1795,  at  Antwerp,  and  was  com- 
])ofed  of  his  ferene  highnefs  the  prince  of  Orange  and  his  two  fons,  his  royal  highnefs  the 
duke  of  York,  their  excellencies  lord  Auckland  as  ambaffadour  from  England,  Vander- 
Spiegel  from  Holland,  the  Pruffian,  Spanith,  and  Neapolitan  envoys,  the  prince  of  Saxe- 
Cobourg,  the  counts  Metternich,  Starenberg,  Mercy  d’Argenteau,  and  the  generals 
Knobeldorff"  and  Keller.  It  was  in  confequence  of  the  reprefentations  of  this  afiembly  that 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Auftrian  army  was  induced  to  revoke  his  firft  manifefto, 
iflued  at  the  requeft  of  Dumouriez,  and  difclaiming  the  idea  of  conqueft. 
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• youtliful  emperour.  While  French  Flanders  appeared  to  be  an 
' eafy  conqueft  on  the  one  fide,  Alface  prefented  the  moft  alluring 

bait  on  the  other,  and  but  little  doubt  was  entertained  of  its 
fpeedy  re-annexation  to  the  head  of  the  German  empire. 
Wurmfer,  a native  of  that  province,  and  now  a general  in  the 
fervice  of  Auftria,  accordingly  endeavoured  to  obtain  pofleflion 
of  Landau.  With  this  view,  he  addrefled  a letter  to  the  com- 
mander, in  which,  after  ftating  that  “ Dumouriez  had  put 
•himfelf  and  troops  under  the  protection  of  the  Imperial  army, 
and  proclaimed  Louis  XVII.  king  of  France,”  he  intimated  that 
his  fovereign  was  “ ready  to  lend  his  kind  affiftance  to  a nation 

• hitherto  led  aftray  by  madmen.”  He  entreated  general  Gillot  “ to 
follow  the  example  of  a numerous  body  of  troops  who  repented 
of  their  errours,”  and  to  put  into  his  h^nds  a “ fortrefs  which 
could  not  efcape  from  the  armies  about  to  furround  it.”  But 
neither  the  threats  nor  allurements  held  out  on  one  hand,  nor 
even  the  example  of  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  other,  could 
induce  the  governour  to  furrender  that  important  garrifon ; 
while  the  court  of  Vienna,  by  openly  throwing  off  the  malk  that 
had  fo  long  concealed  its  projects,  clearly  indicated  that  its 
publick  profeffions  and  fecret  intentions  were  at  variance. 

In  the  mean  time  the  army  of  the  north,  betrayed  by  its  chief, 
whom  it  had  at  Jength  abandoned,  was  now  reduced  to  a ftate  of 
anarchy.  The  convention,  on  receiving  the  firft  intelligence  of 
this  event,  declared  itfelf  permanent,  and  expected  to  hear  that 
all  the  troops  of  the  line,  and  a great  portion  of  the  national 
guards,  had  joined  the  ftandard  of  revolt ; but  the  commiflioners* 
immediately  tranfmitted  the  agreeable  intelligence  that  the  camps 
of  Maulde  and  Bruille  ftill  remained  faithful  to  the  republick, 
and  that  the  fugitives  confifted  only  of  Dumouriez,  a few 
officers,  and  a troop  of  fiorfe. 


* Carnot  and  Le  Sage. 
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Effective  meafures  were  now  taken  to  collect  the  battalions  BOOK  in. 
that  had  retreated,  to  bring  the  artillery  again  into  the  field,  and 
to  infpire  the  foldiery  with  confidence.  A new  chief  was  i793, 
however  wanting  ; but  one  immediately  prefented  himfelf  in  the  general  ap- 
perfon  of  general  Dampierre,  whofe  courage  was  unbounded,  and  £ 

who  had  eminently  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  military  talents  ine  north, 
on  many  important  occafions.  In  addition  to  this,  he  had  long 
fince  denounced  Dumouriez  as  a traitor,  and  poflefled  the  con- 
fidence of  all  the  patriots  both  in  the  legiflature  and  the  army. 

Care  however  was  taken  at  the  fame  time  to  pafs  two  decrees, 
by  one  of  which  the  fevereft  punifhment  was  enacted  againft 
thofe  commanders  who  entered  into  any  fecret  negociations  with 
the  enemy ; while  by  the  other,  which  would  have  come  with  a 
better  grace  at  an  earlier  period,  the  obnoxious  law  of  fraternity 
was  refcinded. 

As  time  alone  could  remedy  the  diforders  that  prevailed  among 
the  troops,  it  was  found  neceflary  to  colledl  them  in  a camp 
under  the  protection  of  Valenciennes,  and  even  to  negleCt  many 
points  of  defence,  calculated  to  obftruft  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  at  length  preparing  to  take  advantage  of  the  late  events. 

The  prince  de  Cobourg  finding  his  army  greatly  ftrengthened  by 
the  acceffion  of.a  body  of  Pruffians,  as  well  as  by  the  arrival  of  a 
confiderable  reinforcement  of  Englifh  and  Hanoverian  troops, 
under  the  duke  of  York,  immediately  declared  that  the  armiftice 
was  at  an  end.  He  accordingly  advanced  againft  Maulde,  now  [Api-ll  7.^ 
rendered  defencelefs  in  confequence  of  the  retreat,  defertion,  and 
difmay,  that  had  fo  recently  intervened.  Having  fecured  this 
ftrong  camp,  he  formed  the  blockade  of  Conde,  and  prepared  to 
inveft  another  of  the  principal  fortrefles  in  that  neighbourhood. 

Dampierre,  well  acquainted  with  the  genius  of  his  country- 
men, who  are  always  difpirited  after  misfortunes,  determined 
not  to  haz;ard  a battle ; he  therefore  remained  on  the  defenfive 
at  Famars,  where  his  out-pofts  were  foon  after  aifailed  by  the 
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and 

Quievrain. 
[May  ].] 


BOOK  lir.  Auftrians.  The  Imperiallfls,  upon  this  occafion,  feemed  defirous 
to  multiply  the  means  of  attack,  and  accordingly  advanced 
againft  ten  different  points  at  the  fame  time,  but  the  French 
at^Famar^  commander  at  length  found  means  to  repulfe  them.  This  flight 
[April  ]5.]  fuccefs  contributed  not  a little  to  reanimate  the  courage  of  the 
troops,  and  Invigorate  the  councils  of  the  affembly,  to  which 
Dampierre  intimated  in  his  dlfpatches,  “ that  the  army  would 
foon  recover  that  fuperiority  it  had  lofl:  in  confequence  of  the 
treachery  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  commanded.”  A fhort  time 
after  this,  the  French  in  their  turn  determined  to  attack  ^he  allies 
encamped  at  Quievrain,  with  an  intention  of  preventing  the  fiege 
of  Valenciennes,  and  railing  the  blockade  of  Conde.  They 
accordingly  marched  againft  the  advanced  pofts  of  the  left  wing, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  the  centre,  but  were  repulfed  every -where, 
and  fuffered  confiderable  lofs,  both  of  men  and  cannon.  j 
Notwithstanding  this  check,  it  was  refolved  to  make  a 
ftill  more  ferious  affault  on  the  pofitions  affumed  by  the  com- 
bined forces  ; and  confiderable  bodies  of  troops  fallied  forth  from 
Lifle  and  the  neighbouring  garrifons  for  the  purpofe,  while  the 
main  body  of  the  army  advanced  from  the  camp  of  Famars.  The 
adlion,  which  commenced  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
was  direded  chiefly  againft  the  pofts  occupied  by  general  Clairfayt 
as  well  as  thofe  pofTeffed  by  the  Pruffians,  and  continued  with 
nearly  unabating  ardour,  both  at  the  abbey  of  Vicogne,  and  in  the 
village  of  Raifmes,  until  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening ; even  then, 
although  the  French  were  baffled  and  defeated  in  that  quarter,  they 
affumed  a pofition  in  the  neighbouring  woods,  kept  the  prince  de 
Cobourg  in  check,  and  cannonaded  the  Pruffian  camp  at  St. 
Amand.  On  this  the  duke  of  York,  who  had  arrived  early  in 
the  morning  at  the  camp  of  Maulde,  with  the  brigade  of  Englifli 
guards  and  a battalion  of  Hanoverian  infantry,  determined  to 
march  to  their  affiftance.  The  Coldftream  arrived  at  a critical 
moment,  when  the  French  were  advancing  towards  the  great 


[May  8.] 
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road,  and  already  commanded  it,  in  fome  degree,  by  the  fire  of  BOOK  iii. 
their  cannon  ; but  the  battalion  guns  having  fucceeded  in  check- 
ing  the  battery  oppofed  to  this  corps,  it  moved  forward  into  the 
wood  and  made  a charge  with  fixed  bayonets  ; in  the  courfe  of 
its  progrefs,  however,  another  battery  opened,  and  a retreat  to 
the  former  pofition  became  neceflary ; notwithftanding  this,  the 
Britifh  troops,  commanded  by  major-general  Lake,  contributed 
not  a little  by  their  gallantry  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  day. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  action  Dampierre  received  a mortal  Death  of 
wound,  in  confequence  of  his  thigh  being  carried  away  by  a genfraT'^^ 
cannon  fliot.  While  bleeding  to  death,  and  confcious  of  his 
fate,  he  conducted  himfelf  with  heroick  fortitude ; and  in  his  end 
did  not  belie  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  during  his  life.  He 
was  buried  amidft  the  tears  of  the  foldiers,  the  lamentations  of 
the  officers,  and  the  regret  of  the  convention,  which  conferred 
upon  his  affies  the  honour  of  the  Pantheon 


* Dampierre. 

This  general  was  originally  bred  in  the  French  guards;  he  then  became 
fecond  major  of  a regiment  of  infantry,  and  at  length  a general  in  the  army 
of  the  [republick.  He  ferved  under  Dumouriez  during  the  incurfion  into  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands,  and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  greatly  on  two  memorable  oc- 
cafions  : the  firil  was  at  the  battle  of  Gemappe,  where  he  difplayed  uncommon 
courage  ; and  the  fecond  during  the  retreat  after  the  aftion  of  Nerwinden,  on 
which  occafion  he  exhibited  a fine  fpeciinen  of  the  military  art.  He  was  lefs  . 
fortunate  however  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  during  the  month  of  February,  1793,  when 
he  was  forced  by  the  Auftrians  to  evacuate  that  place ; but  this  circumftance, 
perhaps,  is  folely  to  be  attributed  to  the  total  deficiency  of  arrangement  on  the  part 
of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Here  follows  the  tranflation  of  a letter  from  the  commlflloners  to  the  national 
convention,  notifying  his  death  : 

“ The  whole  army  regret  in  him  a brave  foldler,  an  able  general,  and  a fincere 
friend  to  the  republick.  The  confidence  which  he  Infpired  into  the  troops  by  his 
noble  proclamation  at  the  time  when  .the  treachery  of  Dumouriez  was  dif- 
covered ; his  military  career,  always  glorious  and  unfullied  ; and,  above  all,  his 
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BOOK  III.  The  moment  the  general  in  chief  was  wounded,  the  com- 
mand  devolved  on  Lamarche  in  right  of  feniority ; and  this 
1793.  officer  appears  to  have  followed  the  plan  of  his  predeceffor ; for 
although  the  French  had  been  fo  recently  beaten,  yet  they  ftill 
[May  g.j  continued  to  menace  and  harafs  the  allies.  On  the  morning 
after  the  adion  they  were  ftill  in  light,  and  even  began  to  ere<ft; 
batteries  along  the  front  of  the  Auftrian  and  Pruffian  lines, 
commanded  by  the  generals  Clairfayt  and  Knobledorff*.  On  this 
it  was  determined  to  carry  their  works  by  aflault ; and  the  duke  of 
York,  who  was  about  to  return  to  Tournay  with  his  troops,  once 
■ more  occupied  the  pofitions  at  Maulde  and  St.  Amand,  to  enable 
as  many  of  the  combined  forces  as  poffible  to  take  the  field'.  Next 
morning  at  break  of  day  the  two  generals  accordingly  advanced 
at  the  head  of  their  refpedlive  columns,  and  carried  the  batteries, 
which  were  not  defended  with  any  great  degree  of  obftinacy, 
as  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  their  cannon  during  the  night. 

Preparations  were  now  made  by  the  prince  de  Cobourg 
to  attack  the  camp  of  Famars,  and  the  whole  of  the  French 
line,  from  Orchies  to  Maubeuge.  As  the  number  of  the  fort- 
refles  in  that  neighbourhood  rendered  a formidable  oppofition 
inevitable,  means  were  taken  to  render  their  fupport  of  little 
avail.  The  count  Colloredo  w^as  therefore  ftationed  fo  as  to 
keep  Valenciennes  in  check,  while  general  Otto  mafked  Quefnoy ; 
and  the  prince  of  Wirtemburg,  at  the  head  of  a body  of 
The  French  Auftrians,  continued  the  blockade  of  Conde,  and  rendered  a 
fromVhr  ^ally  in  that  quarter  ineffedual.  Early  in  the  morning  three 
camp  at  bodies  of  troops  deftined  for  the  attack  were  aflembled.  The 

[Mays,]  firft  column,  commanded  by  the  duke  of  York,  confifting  of 


death ; ought  to  be  recalled  to  the  remembrance  of  thofe  who  may  endeavour  to 
tarnilh  the  fplendour  of  his  juftly- acquired  reputation. 

“ To-morrow  we  lhall  accompany  all  the  good  citizens  to  moiften  with  our 
tears  the  laurels  and  cyprefs  deftined  to  cover  his  grave.” 
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fixteen  battalions  of  Engllfh,  Hanoverian,  and  Auftrian  infantry, 
with  a detachment  of  cavalry,  and  a train  of  heavy  artillery,  was 
to  crofs  the  Ronelle,  near  Orties,  with  intent  to  turn  the  right 
flank  of  the  enemy,  while  the  fecond,  commanded  by  general 
Ferraris,  after  carrying  the  works  thrown  up  on  the  right  bank 
of  that  river,  was  to  co-operate  with  the  forces  under  his  royal 
highnefs.  After  a cannonade  on  both  fides,  two  divifions  of 
hulTars  palTed  the  Ronelle  without  oppofition  at  the  village  of 
Merfhe ; and  on  a body  of  infantry  being  ordered  to  advance 
on  purpofe  to  take  the  batteries  in  flank,  the  enemy  retreated  to 
the  heights  behind  the  village  of  Famars. 

As  foon  as  general  Ferraris  had  taken  the  entrenchments  by 
aflault,  the  duke  of  York  furveyed  the  new  pofition  affumed  by 
the  enemy,  but  finding  it  imprudent  to  commence  an  attack  on 
their  front,  preparations  were  made  to  turn  their  flanks  during 
the  night. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Clairfayt,  who  had  fo  recently 
diftinguiflied  himfelf  at  the  battle  of  Nerwinden,  attacked  the 
heights  of  Anzain,  at  the  head  of  a ftrong  column  of  Imperialifts. 
It  was  here  that  moft  refiftance  was  experienced  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  who  defended  themfelves  with  an  uncommon  degree 
of  obftinacy  ; but  the  Auftrians  at  length  proved  vidorious,  and 
thus  obtained  a poft,  which  not  only  overlooked  the  citadel  of 
Valenciennes,  but  enabled  the  prince  de  Cobourg  to  complete 
the  inveftment  of  that  fortrefs,  the  camp  of  Famars  being  now 
occupied  by  the  Englifh  and  Hanoverians. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  moft  bloody  engagements  that  had 
hitherto  been  fought  in  the  courfe  of  the  war.  It  is  evident 
that,  upon  this  occafion,  the  combined  forces,  by  acquiring  the 
pofleflion  of  the  entrenched  camp  and  the  heights  of  Anzain, 
obtained  the  chief  obje<fts  they  had  in  view.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  undeniable  that  the  French  did  not  intend  upon  this  occafion 
to  fight  a pitched  battle ; for  in  that  cafe  they  would  have 
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BOOK  III.  defended  the  paflage  of  the  Ronelle  inftead  of  abandoning  the 
fords  ; but  it  would  have  been  unwife  in  the  prefent  Rate  of  affairs 
1793.  |;o  have  fhut  themfelves  up  between  two  rivers,  and  Raked  the 

fortune  of  the  empire  on  a decifive  engagement.  The  redoubt 
behind  the  village  of  Famars  was,  however,  maintained  until 
night,  when  the  enemy  evacuated  it,  and  after  throwing  a body 
of  troops  into  Valenciennes,  eRe<Red  their  retreat  acrofs  the 
Scheldt.  The  ImperialiRs,  Hanoverians,  and  Englifli,  particularly 
the  brigade  under  major-general  Abercromby,  conduced  them- 
felves with  diRInguiRied  bravery  upon  this  occafion  ; the  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  part  of  the  Britifli  did  not  exceed  thirty- 
two  ; and  on  the  whole  the  allies  did  not  lofe  more  than  feven 
hundred  men.  On  the  other  hand,  nine  pieces  of  cannon,  eight 
baggage  waggons,  upwards  of  three  hundred  prifoners,  and  a 
great  number  of  horfes,  w^ere  taken  by  them  ; the  amount  of  the 
flain,  which  muR  have  been  confiderable  on  the  part  of  the 
French,  was  carefully  concealed. 

Conde  and  This  vidlory  enabled  the  combined  forces  to  undertake  the 
fiege  of  Valenciennes,  and  prefs  Conde  Rill  clofer  than  before  ; 
while  general  Lamarche,  finding  himfelf  incapable  of  direfting 
the  operations  of  the  army  of  the  north,  and  apprehenfive, 
perhaps,  of  frefli  defeats,  was  defirous  of  refigning  the  command. 
As  he  was  entirely  deRitute  of  military  talents,  and  did  not 
poffefs  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  CuRine  was  recalled  from 
the  army  of  the  Mofelle  and  nominated  to  fucceed  him.  But 
notwithRandIng  he  had  at  one  period  difplayed  confiderable 
talents  in  Germany,  that  general  now  found  himfelf  incapable  of 
acquiring  glory  by  means  of  troops  difpirited  by  fucceflive 
defeats,  and  oppofed  to  a numerous  and  vidorious  foe.  He  was 
therefore  obliged  to  abandon  the  fortreRes  in  his  vicinity  to 
their  fate;  and  as  the  enemy  was  provided  with  a formidable 
train  of  heavy  artillery,  their  progrefs  was  rapid,  and  the  fpeedy 
furrender  of  the  neighbouring  garrifons  inevitable.  Conde,  after 
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a blockade  of  three  months  by  the  Imperial  forces,  was  accord-  BOOK  iii. 
ingly  taken  poirefhon  of  by  the  prince  of  Wirtemburg ; and  the 
garrlfon,  which  had  been  greatly  redaced  by  famine  and  difeafe,  1793. 

, . r r Condc  fur- 

made  priloners  OI  war.  renders. 

The  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  fixed  in  the  mean  time  upon  [Juiyio.] 
Valenciennes,  the  capture  of  which,  at  this  critical  moment, 
appeared  decifive  of  the  fate  of  France.  The  duke  of  York,  to 
whom  the  condudt  of  the  fiege  had  been  entrufted,  fuinmoned 
the  commandant  in  the  name  of  the  “ emperour  an  event 
which  produced  no  little  furprife,  as  it  appeared  to  alter  the 
nature  of  the  conteft,  and  exhibit  the  idea  of  a war  of  partition. 

Some  difference  is  faid  to  have  occurred  upon  this  accafion  re- 
lative to  the  mode  of  conducting  the  military  operations,  and  an 
Englifh  engineer  * of  acknowledged  abilities  is  reported  to  have 
propofed  that  the  body  of  the  place  fhould  be  attacked  at  once. 

But  the  opinion  of  Feld-Zeugmeifter  Ferraris,  who  had  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  at  the  capture  of  the  camp  of  Famars,  and  poifelfed 
the  confidence  of  the  Auftrian  general,  prevailed  ; and  the  forti- 
fications, erected  under  the  direction  of  the  great  Vauban,  were 
approached  according  to  the  eftablifhed  forms.  This  decifion, 
although  it  at  length  enfured  the  capture  of  the  place,  tended  not 
a little  to  procraftinate  the  fiege ; and  no  lefs  than  forty-one  day« 
had  elapfed  after  opening  the  trenches  before  the  attack  became 
ferious.  At  length,  notwithftanding  fome  vigorous  fallies  on  the  [July  25.] 
part  of  the  enemy,  the  covered  way,  the  horn-work,  and  the 
advanced  jieche^  were  carried  and  taken  poffefiion  of  during  the 
night.  Three  feparate  attacks,  by  nine  hundred  men  each,  com- 
manded by  major-general  Abercromby,  under  the  fuperintend- 
ance  of  lieutenant-general  Erbach,  took  place  upon  this  occafion ; 
and  after  a lodgment  had  been  effeCled,  the  necelfary  meafures 


* Colonel  MoncrlefF. 
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BOOK  III.  were  adopted  for  battering  the  counter-guard  between  the  horn- 
work  and  the  body  of  the  place  *. 

1793.  Next  day  his  royal  highnefs  fummoned  both  the  commander 
and  the  municipality,  declaring  at  the  fame  time  that  their  an- 
fwer  would  irrevocably  decide  the  fate  of  the  city,  and  that  no 
capitulation  would  be  afterwards  granted.  General  Ferrand  the 
governour,  and  Landu  prefident  of  the  fedions,  having  de- 

TheAuftrians  manded  a truce  of  twenty-four  hours,  a negociation  took  place, 

leffion  of  Va-  and  Valenciennes  furrendercd  to  the  emperour,  the  garrifon  being 

knciennes.  j-pg  honours  of  war. 

[July  2S.J 

In  the  courfe  of  a few  days  more,  the  French  army,  after  a 
fharp  engagement,  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  ftrong  pofition 
behind  the  Scheldt,  called  Csefar’s  camp,  on  which  Cambray  f 
was  immediately  fummoned;  and,  to  complete  the  misfortunes  of 


In  the  dlfpatch  tranfmltted  to  England  upon  this  occafionj  and  immediately  inferted 
in  the  London  Gazette  Extraordinary  of  Auguft,  1793,  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of 
York  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  himfelf  highly  fatisfied  with  “ the  gallantry  and  good  condufl 
of  major-general  Abercromby,  colonel  Leigh,  and  lieutenant-colonel  Do}'le."  In  a fecond 
dlfpatch,  announcing  the  furrender  of  the  place,  it  is  alfo  Bated  that  “ batteries  were 
allotted  at  different  times  to  be  worked  by  the  royal  artillery  j and  every  commendation  is 
due  to  major  Congreve,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  that  corps,  who  have  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  fully  fupported  the  reputation  they  have  fo  long  enjoyed,’’ 

“ Though  colonel  Moncrieff  was  not  charged  with  the  diredlion  of  the  fiege,  the  greateft 
advantages,’’  It  is  added,  “ have  been  derived  from  his  profeffional  knowledge,  asStivity,  and 
zeal,  particularly  in  taking  and  keeping  pofleffion  of  the  horn-work.” 

It  may  not  be  unnecelfary  to  remark  here,  that  colonel  Fromm  adfed  as  chief  engineer,, 
and  that  the  artillery  was  commanded  by  general  Unterberger,  both  officers  in  the  Im- 
perial fervice. 

By  the  lifts  delivered,  the  garrifon  appears  to  have  confifted  originally  of  nine  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eleven  men,  including  officers,  but  not  above  feven  thoufand  five  hundred 
marched  out, 

f National  Convention. — Augiijl  16. 

It  was  announced  that  Cambray  had  been  in  veiled  and  fummoned  to  furrender  on  the 
8th  by  the  Imperial  general  de  Boros,  but  that  the  commandant  had  returned  the  following 
reply  : “ i have  received  your  letter,  general,  and  have  no  other  anfwer  to  return,  than 
that  I know  not  how  to  furrender,  but  I know  how  to  fight. 


Declay.” 
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France,  nearly  about  the  fame  time  Mentz  was  forced  to  ca-  BOOK  iii, 
pitulate.  The  king  of  Pruffia,  after  feizing  on  Coftheim,  and 
foiling  an  army  under  general  Houchard,  which  had  marched  1793, 
to  the  fuccour  of  the  garrifon,  took  fuch  effectual  meafures 
for  the  redudion  of  this  important  city,  that  both  it  and  Calfel 
were  delivered  up  to  him.  The  garrifon  was  allowed  to  march  Sun-ender  of 
out  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  and  alfo  to  carry  away  their 

[July  22.  J 

arms  and  baggage ; it  was  fpecined,  however,  “ that  they  fhould 
not  ferve  during  the  fpace  of  a year  againft  the  armies  of  the 
allied  powers  but  as  this  ftipulation  did  not  extend  to  the 
infurgent  departments,  thefe  troops  were  immediately  employed 
againft  the  Vendeans. 

The  lofs  of  Mentz  was  immediately  announced  to  the  con- 
vention by  Barrere ; who,  in  his  report  on  that  occafion,  attributed 
the  misfortune  folely  to  the  treachery  and  intrigues  of  Cuftine, 
and  obtained  a decree  that  proved  fat^-l  to  that  general.  Merlin, 
who  had  aded  as  one  of  the  commiffioners  during  the  fiege,  after 
praiftng  the  gallantry  of  the  foldiers,  ftated  the  fcarcity  of  pro- 
vifions  to  have  been  fuch  “ that  a pound  of  horfe-flefli  had  been 
fold  at  tvro,  and  a dead  cat  at  fix  livres.”  He  added,  “ that  one 
thoufand  nine  hundred  men  were  ftck  in  the  two  hofpitals,  that 
five  thoufand  had  fallen  in  the  defence  of  the  place,  which  could 
not  poflibly  hold  out  three  days  longer ; and  that  although  the 
capitulation  was  infamous,  it  was  the  tenth  that  had  been  pro- 
pofed,  and  the  firft  accepted.” 

But  the  misfortunes  of  France  did  not  end  here,  for  the 
execution  of  Louis  XVL,  and  the  profpedl  of  a fpeedy  fubjuga- 
tion,  had  induced  a number  of  powers  to  declare  againft  her;  and 
England  was  now  preparing  not  only  to  fweep  her  commerce 
from  the  face  of  the  ocean,  but  alfo  to  feize  on  thofe  diftant 
fettlements  which  had  hitherto  given  energy  to  her  trade,  and. 
fupplied  the  means  of  profperity  to  her  empire. 
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A new  League  is  formed  againji  France- — ConduB  of  the  Britif 
Cabinet — Naval  Campaign  in  the  Channel — Capture  of  Tobago^ 
Miquelon^  St.  Pierre,  and  Part  of  St.  Domingo  in  the  IVef,  and 
Chandernagore,  Carical,  and  Pondicherry,  in  the  Faft  Indies — 
Lord  Hood  is  fent  to  the  Mediterranean  with  a formidable  Fleet. 


BOOK  III. 
CHAP.  VI. 


17<;3. 


Interefted 
policy  of 
Ruffia. 


[Feb.  8.] 


While  France  was  aflailed  by  powerful  enemies  on  her 
frontiers,  and  expofed  at  the  fame  time  to  all  the  horrours  of 
anarchy  and  civil  war  within  her  own  bofom,  a new  league  of 
kings  menaced  not  only  the  difmemberment  of  her  territories, 
but  even  the  annihilation  of  her  independence. 

The  emprefs  Catharine  had  preceded  all  the  other  potentates  of 
Europe  in  her  threats  of  vengeance.  This  very  princefs,  who, 
after  bereaving  king  Staniflaus  Auguftus  of  his  dominions,  kept 
him  as  a Rate  prifoner  in  her  capital,  and  had  been  publickly  and 
repeatedly  accufed  of  violating  all  the  duties  of  a wife  and  a 
fubjedt,  was  fhocked  at  the  unnatural  and  rebellious  condud; 
of  a nation  which  had  prefumed  not  only  to  feize  on  the  Baftille, 
but  to  limit  the  power  of  an  abfolute  monarch.  She  therefore 
recalled  her  minifter,  and  determined  to  fufpend  all  correfpond- 
ence  with  France  “ until  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  fhould  be 
re-eftablifhed  in  thofe  rights  and  prerogatives  affigned  to  him  by 
human  and  divine  laws.” 

On  the  execution  of  Louis  XVI.  her  imperial  majefty  addrefled 
an  edid  to  her  fenate,  in  which,  after  intimating  that  “ feven 
hundred  monfters”  had  laid  “ their  parricidal  hands  on  the  life 
of  the  Lord’s  anointed,  their  lawful  mafter,”  fhe  was  pleafed  to 
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fufpend  all  commercial  intercourfe  with  France,  and  permitted  BOOK  iir, 

fuch  only  of  the  natives  of  that  country  to  remain  within  her 

dominions  as  would  abjure  by  oath  “ the  principles  of  impiety  ^^93* 

and  fedition  introduced  by  the  ufurpers  of  the  government 

and  legitimate  authorities."  The  emprefs  foon  after  entered 

into  a convention  with  Great  Britain,  and  tranfmitted  a note  ^ 

to  the  court  of  Sweden,  in  which  flie  intimated  a wifh  “ to 

check  and  cut  off  the  navigation  of  the  French  rebels,  and  protedl 

the  coafts  of  the  Baltick  from  their  privateers  and  robbers."  But 

although  the  edidbs  of  this  great  princefs  refembled  Flomilies, 

and  in  truly  edifying  language  exhibited  the  horrours  of  murder, 

rebellion,  and  plunder,  flie  prudently  forbore  to  take  any  adlive 

part  in  the  conteft,  and  referved  the  valour  of  her  armies,  and 

the  abilities  of  her  generals,  for  the  final  conqueft  and  partition 

of  Poland. 

Th  e court  of  Naples  always  exhibited  the  moft  decided  Condu<a  of 
oppofition  to  the  various  changes  that  had  taken  place  in  France;  Naples, 
and  although  it  had  formally  acknowledged  the  republick  on 
the  appearance  of  a naval  armament  under  admiral  Latouche- 
Treville  yet  no  fooner  did  his  fquadron  difappear  than  the 
former  fyftem  was  refumed.  The  decollation  of  the  unhappy 
monarch  of  courfe  widened  the  breach,  and  the  proffered 
affiftance  and  protedion  of  England  at  length  converted  an 
equivocal  neutrality  into  a ftate  of  war.  A convention  was 
accordingly  entered  into  between  his  Britannick  and  Sicilian 
majefties ; and  the  former  not  only  agreed  to  proted  the  [July  12.] 
dominions  of  the  other  by  means  of  a refpedable  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean,  but  alfo  to  grant  a fubfidy,  in  order  to  infufe 
vigour  into  the  proceedings  of  his  ally. 

True  policy  pointed  out  a rigorous  and  dignified  fyftem  of  Madrid, 
moderation  on  the  part  of  Spain  ; but  count  d’Aranda  no  longer 
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and 

Lifbon 


BOOK  III.  prefidecl  over  her  cabinet.  The  duke  d’AIcudia,  a major  in  the 
Walloon  guards,  and  a favourite  of  fortune,  had  become  the  fuc- 
1793.  ceffor  of  the  prefident  of  Caftile,  and  France  by  a declaration  of 
[March  7.]  ^oftilities  Only  anticipated  the  intentions  of  the  court  of  Madrid. 

A FAMILY  connexion  with  Spain,  and  a ftridt  commercial 
intercourfe  with  Great  Britain,  rather  than  any  injuries  either 
dreaded  or  received,  contributed  to  render  Portugal  a party  in  the 
[April  27.]  war.  The  court  of  Lifbon  made  ufe  of  but  little  ceremony  on  this 
occafion,  the  police  having  fignified  to  d’Arnault,  the  minifter 
of  France,  that  he  muft  quit  the  capital  within  the  fpace  of  three 
days.  Several  Frenchmen,  attached  to  the  government  of  their 
country,  and  ftigmatized  with  the  charge  of  jacobinifm,  were  at 
the  fame  time  fent  on  board  a neutral  veflel. 

While  Britain  was  preparing  to  maintain  her  naval  fupe- 
riority  in  both  hemifpheres,  meafures  were  adopted  to  aroufe  all 
Europe  againft  the  French,  and  thus  ward  off  the  dangers  of  an 
invafion  from  her  own  fhores.  The  firft  convention  entered  into 
was  with  Pruffia,  in  which  it  was  mutually  agreed  that  the  high 
[March  29.]  Contracting  powers  were  to  affift  and  fuccour  each  other  in  the  . 

courfe  of  “ the  juft  and  necelTary  war  in  which  they  are  engaged 
againft  France.”  It  was  alfo  ftipulated,  that  they  fhould  fhut  up 
their  ports  againft  the  ftiips  of  that  nation,  and  not  lay  down 
their  arms,  but  by  common  confent,  without  a reftitution  of  all 
conquefts  made  upon  either  of  their  faid  majefties,  or  fuch  of 
their  allies  to  whom  they  might  deem  proper  to  extend  this 
guarantee. 

The  landgrave  of  Hefte  Caflel,  who  had  been  ftigmatized  for 
felling  the  fervices  of  his  fubjeCls  during  the  conteft  with  Ame- 
rica, now  entered  into  a ftipendiary  treaty  with  the  king  of 
England  j in  confequence  of  which,  he  agreed  to  keep  a body 
of  eight  thouland  infantry  and  cavalry,  which  by  an  addi- 
tional article  was  afterwards  augmented  to  twelve  thoufand,  at 
the  difpofal  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  during  the  fpace  of 


Conduft  of 
the  Britifli 
Cabinet. 
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three  fucceflive  years.  His  ferene  highnefs,  with  pundlilious  book  iii. 
attachment  to  his  pecuniary  interefts,  exadted  on  this  occafion 
a fubftdy  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  crowns  per 
annum,  and  ftipulated  with  all  the  minutenefs  of  commercial 
calculation,  for  the  remuneration  to  be  received  on  account  of  the 
lofs  of  ftores,  artillery,  and  men.  Engagements  of  a fimilar  kind 
were  afterwards  entered  into  with  the  margrave  of  Baden,  the 
landgrave  of  HelTe  Darmftadt,  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  the 
eledtor  of  Hanover. 

A SUBSIDIARY  treaty  was  alfo  concluded  with  the  court  of 
Turin.  By  this  it  was  ftipulated  on  the  part  of  his  Sardinian  ma- 
jefty,  that  he  was  to  keep  on  foot  during  the  courfe  of  the  war 
“ an  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  to  be  employed  for  the  defence 
of  his  dominions,  as  well  as  to  ad;  againft  the  common  enemy 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  agreed  on  the  part  of  his  Bri- 
tannick  majefty,  to  furnifti  during  the  fame  period  the  fum  of 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  armum^  three  months 
being  always  paid  in  advance  ; to  keep  up  a formidable  naval 
force  in  the  Mediterranean  ; and  not  to  conclude  a peace  with  the 
enemy  “ without  comprehending  in  it  the  entire  reftitution  to 
his  Sardinian  majefty  of  all  the  parts  of  his  dominions  which 
belonged  to  him  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  of  which 
the  enemy  has  obtained  pofleffion,  or  of  which  it  may  hereafter 
obtain  pofleffion  during  the  courfe  of  hoftilities.” 

Spain,  forgetting  the  difputes  relative  to  Nootka  Sound,  enter-  [May  25.] 
ed  into-  a mutual  guarantee  with  Great  Britain,  of  their  refpedive 
dominions,  and  not  only  agreed  to  fhut  up  her  ports  againft 
France,  but  even  to  trench  on  the  acknowledged  law  of  nations ; 
for  it  was  exprefsly  ftipulated,  “ that,  the  prefent  war  being  gene- 
rally interefting  to  every  civilifed  ftate,”  their  majefties  were  to 
unite  all  their  efi'orts  “ in  order  to  prevent  thofe  powers  which  do 
not  take  part  in  the  faid  war,  from  affording,  in  confequence  of  their 
neutrality,  any  protection,  direCt  or  indirect,  on  the  feas,  or  in 
the  ports  of  France,  to  the  commerce  and  property  of  the  French,” 
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[Aug.  30.] 
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EOOK  III.  By  another  convention,  acceded  to  by  Frederick-William  II.  in 
his  camp  before  Mentz,  their  Britannick  and  Pruffian  majefties 
1793.  promifed  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  but  by  mutual  confent,  and 
at  the  fame  time  guaranteed  their  refpedlive  dominions  to  each 
other.  A fimilar  agreement  was  alfo  entered  into  with  the  em- 
perour  at  the  fame  time. 

While  the  Englifh  cabinet  was  thus  at  infinite  pains,  by 
means  of  fubfidiary  treaties  and  multiplied  negociations,  to  raife 
up  new  enemies  againft  France,  the  navy,  deftined  to  inflid;  the 
moft  deadly  wounds  on  the  profperity  of  an  ancient  rival,  was 
not  negleded.  No  lefs  than  three  different  armaments  were 
fitted  out  in  the  courfe  of  a fingle  fummer ; and  the  Weft  Indies, 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  narrow  feas,  witneffed  the  triumph 
of  the  Britifh  flag.  The  channel  fleet,  confifting  of  fifteen 
fhips  of  the  line,  having  left  Spithead  under  lord  Howe,  intel- 
ligence was  foon  after  received  that  feventeen  men-of-war  belong- 
Opcrations  of  ing  to  the  enemy  were  ftationed  off  Belleifle.  On  the  arrival  of 
the  former  in  that  latitude,  twenty-one  fail  were  defcried  from 
the  maft-headj  but  the  diftance  was  too  great  to  enable  the  beft 
glaffes  to  convey  any  idea  of  their  refpedive  rates ; and  the 
tempeftuous  weather  prevented  the  admiral  from  adopting  fuch 
meafures  as  might  have  brought  on  an  engagement. 

Towards  the  end  of  Odober  the  Englifh  fleet,  now  aug- 
mented to  twenty-four  fhips  of  the  line,  gave  chace  to  a 
fquadron  of  obfervation,  confifting  of  fix  large  men-of-war,  two 
frigates,  and  a brig ; it  was  found  impoflible,  however,  to  bring 
them  to  adion,  as  they  difperfed  and  efcaped  during  the  night. 
But  although  the  campaign  in  the  Channel  proved  unfatisfadory, 
feveral  captures  were  made  by  means  of  fingle  fhips.  Captain 
Edward  Pellew,  in  La  Nymphe,  fell  in,  during  the  month  of  June, 
with  the  national  fhip  of  war  the  Cleopatra,  carrying  forty  guns 
and  320  men,  and  took  pofTeflion  of  her,  after  an  adion  of 
fifty  five  minutes.  Captain  Saumarez  of  the  Crefcent,  towards 
the  latter  end  of  Odober,  after  a clofe  fight  of  two  hours  and 
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ten  minutes,  and  without  a fingle  man  being  either  killed  or  BOOK  iii. 
wounded,  forced  the  frigate  La  Reunion  to  furrender ; fhe 
mounted  thirty-fix  guns,  and  was  provided  with  320  men,  i793- 
120  of  whom  were  killed  and  wounded  on  this  occafion. 

On  the  other  hand,  an  adfion,  dubious  as  to  the  refult,  was 
fought  on  the  American  Ration.  This  took  place  between  the 
Ambufcade,  a French  frigate,  mounting  th  irty-f)X  guns  and 
carrying  400  feamen,  and  captain  Courtney  in  the  Bofton,  pro- 
vided with  thirty-two  guns,  and  204  men.  Both  vefTels  fullered 
confiderably,  and  the  Englifh  captain  was  killed  in  the  courfe  of 
the  fight,  which  was  not  fufpended  until  the  crew'S  of  both 
fhips  had  been  thinned  by  mutual  daughter,  and  utterly  difabled 
from  continuing  the  conteft. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Englifh  arms  were  triumphant  both  in  Capture  of 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  Major-general  Cuyler,  wdth  ] 

aftiftance  of  vice-admiral  fir  John  Laforey,  was  enabled  to  pro- 
ceed with  a fmall  body  of  men  againft  the  ifland  of  Tobago. 

Having  effetfted  a landing  in  Great  Courland  bay,  and  marched 
againft  the  fort,  Monteil  the  commandant  was  fummoned  to 
furrender,  but  refufed.  On  this  the  Englifh  general  finding  that 
his  numbers  were  unequal  to  the  operations  of  a fiege,  de- 
termined to  carry  the  place  by  aflault  in  the  courfe  of  that  very 
night.  The  troops,  who  were  enjoined  to  truft  entirely  to  the 
bayonet,  accordingly  advanced  to  attack  the  north-weft  fide,  and, 
notwithftanding  one  of  the  guides  ran  away,  and  the  column 
was  feparated  in  mounting  the  hill,  yet  the  flank  companies 
entered  the  works,  upon  which  the  troops  forming  the  garrifon 
yielded,  and  were  admitted  prifoners  of  war 


* Major-general  Cuyler,  in  his  dil'patch,  which  was  brought  home  by  captain  Mait- 
land, a6ling  deputy  adjutant-general,  makes  mention  of  the  fervices  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Myers  of  the  15th  regiment,  lieutenant-colonel  Lloyd  of  the  royal  artillery,  and  majors 
Baillie  and  Gordon. 
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BOOK  III.  Soon  after  this,  the  little  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon, 
near  the  coafl  of  Newfoundland,  furrendered  at  difcretlon  to  bri- 
1793.  gadler-general  Ogilvie ; but  an  attack  made  by  major-general 
and  Mque-  Bruce,  on  the  ifland  of  Martinico,  proved  lefs  fortunate.  The 
colonifts  being  divided  among  themfelves,  the  rovalifts  had  fent 

[May  14.]  , • • i r . . . . , 

Unfuccefsful  ^ reputation,  in  the  name  ol  a committee,  inviting  the  corn- 

attempt  on  mander  in  chief  of  his  maiefty  forces  in  the  Weft  Indies  to  pro- 
Martinico.  _ . . 

ceed  to  their  afliftance,  ftating,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  were 
already  in  pofleffion  of  fome  important  pofts.  A detachment  of 
Britlfti  troops,  to  the  amount  of  eleven  thoufand  men,  was  ac- 
[June  iC.]  cordingly  landed,  and  being  joined  by  a body  of  the  malecontents, 
the  whole  prepared  to  advance  in  two  columns  againft  a couple  of 
batteries  that  defended  the  town  of  St.  Pierre ; but  an  alarm 
having  taken  place  among  the  allies,  and  their  commanding  officer 
being  wounded,  the  expedition  was  relinquiffied,  and  the  troops 
re-embarked. 

Although  the  Brltifti  troops  did  not  then  fucceed  in  their 
attempt  on  the  rich  fettlement  of  Martinico,  pofleffion  was  foon 
after  obtained  of  a portion  of  the  ftlll  more  important  colony  of 
St.  Domingo. 

rifputesin  This  coloiiy  is  not  only  the  firft  fettlement  in  the  Weft-Indian 

St.  Dommgo  ^ ^ ^ ^ 

archipelago,  but,  in  point  of  importance,  may  be  perhaps  con- 
fidered  as  fuperiour  to  the  whole  of  the  European  colonies  in 
that  portion  of  America  *.  An  intercourfe  between  the  white 
freeman  and  the  black  female,  had  produced  a numerous  race. 


* Mr.  Bryan  Edwards,  in  his  “ Hiftorical  Survey,”  p.  1,  Bates  the  number  of  en- 
llaved  negroes,  in  1789,  at  480,000;  free  people  of  colour  at  24,000.  Thefe,  together 
with  the  white  inhabitants,  conftituted  a total  of  .'534,831.  Colonel  Charmilly,  who 
pofleffed  better  means  of  information  on  this  fubjedf,  eftimates  the  population  previoufly 
to  the  civil  war  at  600,000  of  all  colours,  exclufive  of  the  Spanidr  portion  of  the  ifland, 
which  contains  about  60,000,  reckoning  the  v/hites  at  2000,  the  negroes  at  30,000,  and 
the  remainder,  including  twelve  or  fourteen  different  mixtures,  from  “ the  mungrel  to  the 
marebou,”  at  28,000. 
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varying,  in  point  of  colour,  from  the  dingy  famboe  to  the  pale  BOOK  iii, 

meftize,  whofe  complexion,  without  the  -bloom,  poffeiTed  nearly 

all  the  fairnefs  of  the  male  anceflor.  But  while  nature  ap- 

proximated  thefe  two  diftindt  races,  prejudice  and  oppreffive  laws 

kept  them  apart.  The  men  of  colour,  many  of  whom  had  been 

educated  in  the  univerfities  of  France,  and  pofiefled  confiderable 

plantations,  were  removed  in  point  of  confequence  but  a fmgle 

degree  from  flaves  ; and  thofe  who  in  Europe  had  been  treated 

with  refpedt,  found  on  their  return  to  their  native  fhores,  that 

they  could  not  exercife  any  publick  office,  pradtife  any  refpedt- 

able  profeffion,  or  enjoy  either  civil  or  political  rights. 

The  French  revolution,  produdtive  of  fo  many  important 
changes,  feemed  deftined  to  meliorate  their  fate  ; and  by  a decree 
of  the  national  affembly  it  was  accordingly  declared,  “ that  all 
the  people  of  colour  born  of  free  parents  became  citizens, 
and  were  eligible  to  feats  both  in  the  parochial  and  colonial  af- 
femblies.”  This  meafure,  which  was  didfated  by  the  feelings  of 
men  unacquainted  with  the  rooted  prejudices  of  the  creoles,  who 
feem  to  eftimate  merit  by  the  tint  of  complexion,  produced  a 
civil  war;  in  the  courfe  of  which  the  negroes  and  mulattoes 
appear  to  have  at  firft  entered  into  an  v alliance  for  their  mutual 
fecurity.  To  heal  thefe  divifions,  three  perfons  were  fent  out  to 
St.  Domingo  with  the  title  of  civil  commiffioners  f,  but  they  loft 
the  confidence  of  the  white  inhabitants,'  by  having  proclaimed  a 
general  amne^y  on  their  arrival,  in  favour  of  the  men  of  colour 
and  the  revolted  flaves.  Three  others,  Santhonax,  Polverel,  and 
Ailhaud,  were  appointed  to  fucceed  them.  Thefe  immediately 
diflblved  the  colonial  aflembly,  fent  home  Blanchilande  the  go- 
vernour,  nominated  by  the  king,  and  called  in  the  negroes  to  their 
affiftance  againft  the  planters.  In  the  courfe  of  this  conteft,  the 
moft  terrible  enormities  were  perpetrated  on  all  Tides.  Oge  and 


* May  15,  1791* 
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BOOK  III.  Chavane,  two  men  of  colour,  were  put  to  death  amidft  the  moil 
cruel  torments  ; Mauduit,  the  co/nmandant  at  Port-au-Prince,  was 
1793.  murdered  by  his  own  foldiers  ; the  town  of  Cape  Francois  was 
dellroycd,  and  a multitude  of  the  inhabitants  maffacred. 

In  this  unhappy  fituation  of  alfairs,  a number  of  different  parties 
were  formed  among  the  white  colonifcs,  all  of  which  appear  to 
have  been  determined  rather  to  renounce  their  mother  country 
than  the  prejudices  fo  long  and  fo  carefully  foftered  by  them. 
Some  contemplating  the  internal  refources  of  the  ifland,  and, 
dazzled  wnth  the  recent  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America, 
were  defirous  of  eflablifhing  an  independent  ftate  j others  wifhed 
for  the  protedlion  of  England  ; and  not  a few  were  eager  to  pro- 
fefs  a temporary  allegiance  to  Spain,  and  furrender  St.  Domingo 
to  the  court  of  Madrid  as  a depofit  for  the  French  princes. 

But  thofe  who  were  attached  to  Great  Britain  finally  prevailed, 
for  the  governour  of  Jamaica  having  received  inflrudlions  to 
attempt  an  invafion,  meafures  were  at  length  taken  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  a French  nobleman  J,  well  acquainted  with  the  colony, 


* The  Spanifti  party  in  the  French  portion  of  the  illand  was  numerous.  It  confifted  of 
the  count  de  Fontanges,  now  a lieutenant-general  in  the  fervice  of  Spain,  many  officers,  and 
feveral  opulent  planters.  Thefe  difpatched  the  baron  de  Montalembert,  who  afterwards 
carried  arms  in  behalf  of  England,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen,  to  negociate  this  important 
affair ; but  they  were  anticipated  by  the  governour  of  Jamaica.  Major  James  O’Fer- 
ral  alfo,  who  commanded  the  regiment  of  Dillon  at  Cape  Nicholas  Mole,  wiffied  to  re- 
linquiffi  that  poll  to  his  catholick  majelly  j and  colonel  Deneux,  then  a captain  of  ar- 
tillery, entering  into  his  views,  captain  O’Neille,  Carles  the  Greffier,  and  a ferjeant  of  the 
Iriffi  regiment  above  mentioned,  were  fent  to  Montechrillo,  to  treat  of  the  furrender  j 
but,  on  learning  the  intention  of  general  Williamfon,  they  immediately  entered  into  his 
views. 

f Colonel  de  Charmilly,  who  may  be  confidered  as  the  head  of  the  Engliffi  party,  fo 
early  as  179I  and  1792,  folicited  affiftance  from  the  Engliffi  mlniftry  in  perfon;  in  1793, 
he  was  fent  to  Jamaica,  and  a capitulation  was  drawn  up  and  figned  by  general  William- 
fon on  one  part,  and  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo  on  the  other,  before 
the  expedition  failed  from  that  illand.  It  was  by  his  means  that  the  Grand  Anfe  lur- 
rendered,  and  it  was  entirely  owing  to  him  that  the  expedition  was  originally  undertaken. 

This  gentleman  afterwards  obtained  the  rank  of  colonel  of  horfe.  Captain  Denew  of  the 
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accompanied  the  expedition.  All  the  necelTary  preparations 
having  been  made,  commodore  Ford  failed  from  Port  Royal  with 
the  1 3th  regiment,  two  flank  companies  of  the  49th,  and  a fmall 
detachment  of  artillery,  commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel  White- 
locke.  Thefe  having  landed  at  Jeremie,  the  two  forts  im- 
mediately hoifled  Englifli  colours,  and  faluted  with  twenty-one 
guns. 

After  leaving  fome  troops,  and  remaining  only  a few  hours 
there,  the  fquadron  failed  for  the  Mole,  and  fome  perfons  were 
fenton  fhore  to  treat  about  the  furrender.  Major  O’Ferral,  who 
commanded  the  garrifon,  conflfting  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  men  of  the  regiment  of  Dillon,  and  M.  Deneux  the  com- 
7nandant  of  the  place,  immediately  agreed  to  the  terms  propofed. 
Twenty-two  deputies  were  accordingly  fent  on  board  the  Europa  j 
the  forts  at  Prefque-ifle  and  Orleans  fired  a royal  falute,  and  the 
troops  exclaimed  Vive  le  Roi  ! Thus  an  important  pofition  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Domingo  was  delivered  up  to  five  hundred  and  fixty 
Britifh  troops  ; and  the  Engllfh  crofs,  affuming  the  place  of  the 
three-coloured  flag,  not  only  waved  along  a coafl;  of  fifty  leagues 
in  extent,  but  was  difplayed  from  the  baftions  of  the  Gibraltar 
of  the  Antilles. 

In  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  arms  of  England  were  uniformly 
fuccefsful.  A company  of  merchant-adventurers,  incited  by 
the  thirfl;  of  w^ealth,  coafted  along  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
Africa,  and  with  fome  difficulty  obtained  leave  to  eftablifh  a 
little  fadlory  on  the  fhores  of  Afia.  Combining  policy  with 
trade,  and  war  with  a fpirit  of  gain,  by  taking  part  in  the  dif- 
putes  between  contending  princes,  and  engrafting  European  fkill 


BOOK  III. 
CHAP.  \T. 

1793. 
[oa.  20.] 


The  Englifli 
obtain  pof- 
feflion  of 
Grand  Ante, 
and  Cape  Ni- 
colas Mole. 

[Oa.  22.] 


Immenfe 
power  of  the 
Eaft-India 
Company. 


artillery  became  a colonel  of  militia  j and  the  count  Montalembert  procured  the  command 
of  a legion.  The  fecond  battalion  of  Dillon  was  taken  into  the  fcrvice  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  Carles,  the  greffier  militaire,  who  had  repaired  to  Jamaica  with  propofals  for  fur- 
rendering the  Mole,  and  who  had  been  originally  a foldier  in  the  regiment  of  Royal  Com- 
tois,  was  appointed  major  of  that  place. 
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BOOK  TIL  on  Indian  cunning,  it  at  length  became  formidable.  One  of  its 
CHAP  VI.  fervants,  embued  with  the  fpirit  of  the  inftitution,  in  which  he  had 
1793.  added  a fubordinate  part,  from  a clerk  became  a general,  and  by 
a memorable  viddory  over  Surajah  Dowla,  converted  tributaries 
into  fovereigns.  Since  the  memorable  battle  of  Plaffey,  the 
faddors  of  the  company  have  prefided  over  fettlements  equally 
populous  and  extenfive  as  the  greateft  kingdoms  in  our  quarter 
of  the  globe,  with  all  the  pomp  and  parade  of  eaftern  mag- 
nificence ; ah  the  neighbouring  rajahs  and  nabobs  now  acknow- 
ledge their  dominion,  and  from  the  dark  recefles  of  a counting- 
houfe  in  Leadenhall-ftreet,  orders  are  iflued  to  regulate  the  de- 
ftiny  of  nations,  and  raife  or  depofe  fultauns.  Never  was  this 
company  more  powerful  than  at  the  period  of  which  we  now 
treat ; its  army  was  in  excellent  condition,  and  none  of  the  mi- 
litary eftablifhments  of  the  other  European  powers  were  able  to 
cope  with  it,  either  in  point  of  numbers,  or  of  difcipline. 

In  confequence  of  the  extraordinary  exertions  of  Mr.  Baldwin, 
the  Britifh  conful  in  Egypt,  advice  of  the  war  with  France  arrived 
in  India  with  a degree  of  celerity  hitherto  unexampled.  On 
receiving  this  important  intelligence,  Chandernagore,  Carical, 
Yanam,  and  all  the  fmall  faddories  appertaining  to  that  power,  were 
inftantly  laid  hold  of,  and  many  of  their  Ihips  feized.  Preparations 
were  alfo  made  to  obtain  pofleffion  of  the  important  fortrefs  of  Pon- 
All  the  dicherry;  and  admiral  Cornwallis  blockaded  the  place  by  fea,  while 
and  faddories  colonel  Floyd  appeared  before  it  on  the  land  fide  with  a detach- 
[hrEmdift.  of  troops.  Colonel  Braithwaite,  who  formerly  added  as  go- 

vernour,  and  had  become  acquainted  with  all  the  approaches,  was 
entrufted  with  the  direddion  of  the  fiege.  After  tranfmitting  a fum- 
mons  to  colonel  Profper  de  Chermont,  a plan  of  attack  upon  the 
north  face  of  the  fort  was  determined  upon.  A battery  of  eight 
twelve-pounders  and  two  eight-inch  mortars  was  accordingly  eredd- 
ed  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  place,  and  another  of  four- 
teen twenty-four  pounders  was  completed  in  a fliort  time ; on  the 
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opening  of  which,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  became  irregular  and  BOOK  iir. 
confufed ; gun  after  gun  was  withdrawn,  and  their  embrafures 
filled  with  fand  bags,  while  an  inceflant  fire  of  fhot  and  fhells  1793. 
was  kept  up  by  the  Englilh.  In  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  flags  28.] 
of  truce  were  exhibited  on  all  the  faliant  angles  of  the  fort,  and 
in  the  courfe  of  the  next  Pondicherry  furrendered.  This  place 
might  have  held  out  fome  time  longer,  had  not  the  fhips  ftationed 
in  the  road  prevented  the  entrance  of  a frigate  with  fupplies 
from  the  ifle  of  France,  and  had  not  difputes  of  a ferious  nature 
exifted  between  the  governour  and  the  garrifon. 

But  the  operations  of  England  were  not  confined  to  the 
/ factories  of  Afia,  and  the  iflands  of  America,  for  a fleet  had  been 
fitted  out  and  failed  a little  before  this  period,  under  the  com- 
mand of  lord  Hood,  for  the  protection  of  her  allies  in  the  fouth  of 
Europe.  This  armament  was  alfo  deftined  for  a time  to  produce 
the  moft  fatal  eflfeds  on  the  profperity  of  France,  by  feizing  on 
her  chief  arfenal  in  the  Mediterranean,  countenancing  the  re- 
bellion of  her  maritime  departments  in  that  quarter,  and  adding 
all  the  horrours  of  civil  to  the  miferies  of  foreign  war. 
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Difputes  betwee?!  the  Girondijls  and  the  ’Jacobins — InfurreBion  of 
the  Department s^Lyons  and  Marfeilles  declare  againji  the  Con- 
vention— T^heir  Subjugation, 

While  the  three-coloured  flag  floated  triumphant  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Maine,  in  Belgium,  and  on  the  con- 

1*^Q3 

' * fines  of  Italy,  the  moderate  party,  known  by  the  appellation  of 
Girondijls^  alfo  triumphed.  But  no  fooner  did  fortune  prepare  a 
feries  of  reverfes  for  the  French  armies,  than  the  faction  which  had 
overturned  the  throne,  and  put  the  king  to  death,  began  to  aflfume 
a moft  fanguinary  and  ferocious  afpeft. 

A VARIETY  of  caufes  contributed,  at  this  period,  to  acquire  a 
finiftrous  preponderance  for  the  more  violent  party ; and  the  in* 
ternal  troubles,  as  well  as  external  events,  all  confpired  to  render 
the  jacobins  finally  vid;orious.  The  conquefts  of  Cobourg,  and  of 
Frederick-William  II. ; the  lofs  of  the  Low-countries ; the  war 
with  England ; and  the  defeat  of  Cuftine ; but,  above  all,  the  re- 
cent treachery  of  Dumouriez ; weakened  the  credit  of  the  Gironde , 
and  increafed  the  real  or  pretended  fufpicions  of  its  enemies. 

A TERRIBLE  conteft  at  length  took  place,  and  Danton,  Ma- 
rat, Collot  d’Herbois,  and  Robefpierre,  were  deftined  to  over- 
come Roland,  BrilTot,  Vergniaud,  and  Genfonne.  The  latter 
ftill  retained  a majority  in  the  convention,  the  departments 
were  attached,  the  executive  council  was  devoted  to  it ; but  the 
former,  by  means  of  terrour  and  of  calumny,  had  gained  over 
all  the  clubs,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Paris. 
It  was  in  vain  that  the  BrilTotins,  menaced  in  turn  by  the  po- 
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pulace  of  the  fuburbs  and  fpedators  in  the  galleries,  wilhed  to  book  lir. 
transfer  the  legiflative  body  to  Bourges,  and  furround  it  with  a 
departmental  guard.  Thefe  projects,  by  proving  abortive,  re-  *793. 
doubled  the  rage  of  their  opponents,  and  infpired  them  with 
the  idea  of  achieving  a new  revolution.  This  was  foon  after 
carried  into  execution.  The  alarm-bell  was  accordingly  rung  at  [May  si.] 
three  o’clock  in  the  morning  ; the  barriers  were  Ihut ; and  the 
commotion  every- where  vifible  throughout  the  capital,  denoted 
an  approaching  crifis.  Henriot,  the  commander  of  the  national 
guard,  a man  entirely  devoted  to  Robefpierre,  inftead  of  taking 
the  proper  meafures  for  the  protection  of  the  convention,  was  a 
party  in  the  plot  againft  it.  Surrounded  without  by  an  outrage- 
ous multitude,  and  aflailed  within  by  the  party  of  the  mountain, 
many  of  the  reprefentatives  were  alarmed  for  their  own  fafety. 

At  length,  after  the  tumult  had  continued  a confiderable  time,  a 
deputation  from  the  revolutionary  committees  appeared  at  the  bar, 
and  demanded  the  immediate  fuppreffion  of  the  commiflion  of 
twelve,  which  had  been  nominated  on  purpofe  to  reftrain 
anarchy;  a revolutionary  army  of  fans  ■ culottes  'j  a decree  of  ac- 
cufation  againft  twenty-two  legiflators  ;and  a diminution  in  the 
price  of  bread.  They  alfo  infifted  that  certain  deputies  fhould 
be  difpatched  to  the  fouth,  on  purpofe  to  put  a ftop  to  the  coun- 
ter-revolution that  prevailed  there  ; and  they  at  the  fame  time  fug- 
gefted  the  arreft  of  Claviere,  the  minifter  of  publick  contributions, 
and  Le  Brun,  the  minifcer  for  foreign  affairs.  Their  enmity,  how- 
ever, was  chiefly  direCled  againft  the  principal  members  of  the 
Gironde,  whom  they  termed  the  accomplices  of  Dumouriez  and 
the  coalefced  powers  ; they  attributed  to  them  the  intention  of  di- 
viding the  nation  into  federate  republicks ; and,  with  an  incon- 
gruity of  malice  that  would  have  appeared  contemptible  at  any 
other  period,  they  at  the  fame  time  denounced  them  as  having 
entered  into  a plot  to  place  the  duke  of  Orleans  on  the  throne. 

But  notwithftanding  the  entreaties  and  even  the  threats  of  fac- 
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BOOK  III.  tious  committees,  fupported  by  the  municipality,  the  admi- 
niflrators  of  the  department,  the  populace  of  the  fuburbs,  the 
1793.  feditious  vociferations  of  the  fpedlators,  and  the  tumultuous  cries  of 
the  mountain,  the  convention  ftill  refufed  to  facrifice  the  vidims 
demanded  by  the  confpirators.  This,  however,  was  the  laft  effort; 
for  two  days  afterwards  the  legiflature,  finding  itfelf  befieged  and 
imprifoned  in  its  own  hall,  was  at  length  intimidated  into  com- 
pliance, and  not  only  decreed  the  arreft  of  all  the  obnoxious 
deputies  *,  but  profcribed  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  avoid  death 
by  flight. 

The  vanquifhed  party  had  wifhed  for  a republican  form  of 
government,  founded  on  the  immutable  bafis  of  virtue.  The  tri- 
umphant fadion,  on  the  contrary,  conceding  to  popular  opinions,, 
flill  maintained  indeed  all  the  forms  of  a commonwealth,  but,  un- 
der the  veil  of  liberty,  introduced  the  moft  terrible  and  the  mofl: 
odious  defpotifm ; and  although  they  immediately  drew  up  a 
new  and  fedudive  conflitution,  yet  they  contrived  to  fufpend  all 
its  benefits  until  the  return  of  peace. 

In  the  mean  time  feveral  of  the  departments  took  the  alarm, 
and  determined  to  avenge  the  outrages  committed  againft  their 
deputies.  The  city  of  Caen  refolved  not  to  acknowledge  the 
convention,  or  receive  any  of  its  decrees,  until  the  imprifoned 
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, and  Lanthenas,  were 

afterwards  excepted  from 

this  decree,  which  In- 

volvcd  all  the  members  of  the  committee  of  twelve,  but  Fonfrede  and  St,  Martin. 
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members  were  reftored  to  their  functions.  This  body  at  the  BOOK  in. 
fame  time  received  notice,  that  no  fooner  had  an  account 
their  late  proceedings  reached  Bourdeaux,  than  cries  of  indig- 
nation  refounded  from  every  quarter  ; and  the  prefident  of  the 
adminiftration  of  Ifle  and  Vilaine  tranfmitted  a letter,  in  the 
name  of  the  conftituted  authorities,  to  announce  their  refolution 
“ to  fend  an  armed  force  to  Paris,  on  purpofe  to  refcue  the 
legiflature  from  the  Rate  of  oppreffion  in  which  it  languilhed, 
under  the  dominion  of  a handful  of  anarchifts.”  The  depart- 
ments of  Calvados,  the  Rhone,  and  the  Loire,  alfo  publickly 
avowed  their  determination  to  difown  the  convention ; and  the  firft 
of  thefe  actually  imprifoned  three  of  the  jacobin  deputies,  who  had 
been  fent  thither  with  a view  of  propagating  their  tenets,  and  fup- 
*porting  their  caufe.  At  this  critical  moment  too,  a complete  coun- 
ter-revolution took  place  at  Lyons ; Marfeilles  was  threatened 
with  commotions;  Toulon  exhibited  manifeft  fymptoms  of  dif- 
-affedion ; and  the  caufe  of  the  mountain  for  a moment  appeared 
defperate. 

Several  of  the  profcribed  deputies,  having  efcaped  from  their 
confinement,  now  fought  an  afylum  at  Nantes,  Rennes,  Bourdeaux, 

Caen,  and  Evreux.  Others,  abandoning  an  alTembly  in  which  cruelty 
and  injuftice  preponderated,  fled  from  Paris  and  joined  them.  Con- 
fidered  as  the  martyrs  of  liberty,  they  were  every-where  received 
with  the  moft  lively  tranfports  of  joy ; and  a general  infurredion 
of  the  provinces  againft  the  capital  was  immediately  agreed  upon. 

Many  of  the  cities  nominated  commiflTioners  for  the  purpofe  of 
concerting  with  the  deputies  from  the  diftrids,  relative  to  the 
meafures  which  the  prefent  critical  ftate  of  affairs  feemed  to 
render  necelfary.  Succours  of  men  and  of  money  were  pro- 
mifed  by  all ; and  the  archives  of  the  capital  of  the  Gironde,  in 
which  the  moft  zealous  of  their  partifans  refided,  are  faid  to  have 
contained  decrees  of  adhefion  and  fupport  on  the  part  of  no  lefs 
than  feventy-two  departments. 
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BOOK  III.  But  this  plan,  alike  deftitute  of  uniformity  and  forefight,  ex- 
pofed  the  caufe  of  liberty  to  new  dangers  ; and  while  it  added  to, 
1793.  and  even  feemed  to  countenance,  the  ferocity  of  the  jacobins,  dif- 
tradled  and  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  republick.  After  the 
paffions  of  the  people  were  permitted  to  fubfide,  few  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  embark  in  fo  defperate  a caufe,  and  a civil  war 
foon  began  to  appear  odious  to  all,  and  peculiarly  impolitick  at 
fuch  a critical  period. 

But  notwithftanding  many  of  the  departments  declined  to 
declare  openly,  yet  commiflioners  from  the  Gironde,  Ifle  and 
Vilaine,  and  Finifterre,  affembled,  and  refolved  to  march  to  Paris 
with  their  fellow-citizens,  to  reftore  the  profcribed . members, 
enfure  the  liberty  of  the  convention,  and  obtain  the  punifhment 
of  the  guilty. 

No  fooner  did  the  indignant  provinces  begin  to  think  of 
avenging  the  common  caufe,  than  a number  of  the  devoted 
deputies  affembled  together,  for  the  purpofe  of  dired;ing  their 
movements.  Buzot  and  Gorfas,  who  had  not  been  feized,  and 
Barbaroux  and  Petion,  who  efcaped  from  arreft,  were  already 
at  Caen,  and  headed  the  infurredtion  of  the  weft.  Louvet,  who 
had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  the  energy  of  his  writings  and  his 
[June  26.]  fpeeches,  flying  from  Paris,  rejoined  his  friends,  and  found  that 
. eight  coalefced  departments  had  already  nominated  their  com- 

miffioners ; that  Wimpffen,  the  gallant  defender  of  Thionville, 
had  been  chofen  as  the  leader,  while  De  Puifaye  was  ap- 
pointed by  him  to  adt  as  adjutant-general.  Confcious  that  the 
fuccefs  of  their  plan  depended  chiefly  on  the  celerity  of  their 
motions,  the  girondifts  wilhed  the  troops  to  begin  their  march 
immediately,  and  even  propofed  to  advance  to  the  capital,  where 
they  knew  that  their  friends  were  both  numerous  and  formidable, 
at  the  head  of  the  Bretons  and  Normans  alone.  But  the  general 
infifted  on  organifmg  his  army,  and  pointed  out  the  advantages 
likely  to  enfue  from  a delay  that  would  enable  him  to  increafe 
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the  number  of  their  partlfans,  by  the  jundion  of  the  troops  ex-  BOOK  iii. 
pedled  from  the  fouth,  and  thus  render  fuccefs  inevitable.  He  ac- 
cordingly  contented  himfelf  with  difperfmg  proclamations;  and  1793. 
on  being  fummoned  to  give  an  account  of  his  conduct  by  the  fac- 
' tion  that  had  affumed  the  reins  of  government,  he  replied,  that 
“ he  would  difclofe  his  motives  and  intentions  at  the  head  of 
fixty  thoufand  men.’* 

In  the  mean  time  the  new  conftitution,  drawn  up  by  the  vic- 
torious party  of  the  mountain^  was  generally  accepted  throughout 
France,  and  even  adopted  by  the  primary  aflemblies  of  the  in- 
furgent  departments.  The  jacobins  difplayed  equal  vigour  and 
addrefs  on  this  critical  occafion.  Not  content  with  decrees  that 
placed  the  treafure,  and  the  armed  force  of  the  nation,  at  their 
difpofal,  they  fent  their  commiflioners  and  fecret  agents  to  every 
city,  and  almoft  every  village,  in  the  republick,  and  procured 
addreffes  of  felicitation  from  all  the  popular  focieties. 

At  length  the  profcribed  deputies  began  to  fufped  that  Wimpffen  Condua:  of 
and  De  Puifaye  were  not  only  royalifts,  but  fecretly  attached  to  Wimpffen. 
the  interefts  of  a neighbouring  nation,  by  means  of  which  they 
wifhed  to  place  one  of  the  Bourbons  on  the  throne  of  their 
anceftors.  The  former  of  thefe  at  laft  difclofed  his  mind  freely, 
and  propofed  a jundion  with  the  army  of  La  Vendee.  He  re- 
prefented  to  the  committee,  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs 
this  union  could  not  be  imputed  to  treafon,  but  to  the  force  of 
circumftances : he  added,  that  republicks,  both  ancient  and 
modern,  had  flouriflred  with  kings  at  their  head  ; and  that  France 
might  fafely  follow  their  example.  It  was  true  the  convention 
had  abolifhed  royalty  ; but  this  law  was  not  yet  formally 
fan(Slioned  by  the  people,  and  could  only  be  contemplated  as  an 
event  produced  by  the  preffure  of  the  occafion.  He  infifted  on  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  a coalition  with  the  infurgents ; and 
concluded  by  promifmg  the  affiflance  of  England,  with  which 
he  kept  up  a fecret  communication  and  correfpondence.  But  the 
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Skirnii{h  at 
Vernon. 


BOOK  III.  girondifts,  who  were  fmcerely  attached  to  a republican  form  of 
CHAP.VII,  government,  refufed  to  accede  to  any  plan  in  oppofition  to  their 
avowed  principles;  and,  notwithftanding  his  former  exploits  againft 
the  emigrants,  they  from  this  moment  clearly  perceived  that  the 
commander  whom  they  had  felefted  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  the 
commonwealth,  was  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  the  monarchy. 

On  being  prefled  to  advance  diredtly  to  Paris  without  waiting 
for  the  arrival  of  the  departmental  forces,  Wimpffen  at  length 
marched  towards  Vernon,  at  the  head  of  a fmall  body  of  troops; 
The  jacobins,  who  had  aflbmbled  fome  forces  in  that  town, 
immediately  fallied  forth  and  received  them  with  a difcharge  of 
artillery.  On  this,  either  actuated  by  treafon,  or  ftruck  with  a 
fudden  panick,  the  whole  of  the  infurgents  betook  themfelves  to 
flight,  except  a Angle  battalion  of  four  hundred  men  from 
Finifterre  ; which,  on  feeing  itfelf  abandoned,  retired  in  good 
order  to  Evreux,  where  the  fugitives  at  length  rallied. 

After  this  they  .were  all  re-condu£ted  to  Caen,  which 
the  general  now  propofed  to  fortify,  that  they  might  there 
wait  for  the  quotas  of  troops  promifed  by  the  neighbouring  de- 
partments. But  the  exiled  deputies,  difgufted  with  his  condudl, 
and  feeing  no  profpe£t  of  fuccefs,  refufed  their  affent.  The  armed 
citizens,  a<Stuated  by  the  fame  motives,  marched  towards  their 
refpediive  diftridls : Wimpffen  and  De  Puifaye  concealed  them- 
felves ; the  forlorn  reprefentatives  betook  themfelves  to  flight ; 
fome  periflied  by  the  guillotine  ; others  by  fatigue  and  famine ; 
while  the  vidorious  party  ftained  their  triumph  by  a feries  of 
cruelty,  injuftice,  and  bloodfhed. 

Lyons,  one  of  the  largefl;  and  moft  flourifliing  cities  in 
France,  nearly  about  the  fame  time  became  the  theatre  of  a civil 
The  principal  inhabitants,  confifting  chiefly  of  men  who 


Infurrefllons 
at  Lyons,  and 


war. 


had  obtained  wealth  by  trade  and  manufafrures,  defirous  of  either 
enjoying  or  increafmg  their  fortunes  in  tranquillity,  were  but 
little  felicitous  about  the  triumph  of  liberty.  Many  of  the 
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ancient  nobles  had  taken  refuge;  a multitude  of  the  emigrants  OK  III. 
alfo  found  Ihelter  there,  while  a difaifedled  priefthood  contributed 
not  a little  to  influence  the  current  of  political  fentiments.  The 
execution  of  Louis  XVI.,  which  ftirred  up  fo  many  foreign  ene- 
mies againfl:  the  republick,  tended  not  a little  to  add  to  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  domeftick  feuds ; the  ferocity  of  the  jacobin  clubs  in 
the  fouth,  the  revolutionary  taxes  laid  on  the  rich,  and,  above 
all,  the  crimes  and  the  menaces  of  certain  violent  demagogues, 
who  arrogated  to  themfelves  the  exclufive  title  of  patriots,  con- 
tributed to  produce  an  infurredtion. 

Laupel  a conftitutional  prieft,  and  Chalier  the  mayor,  while 
they  gained  over  the  populace  by  promifes  and  by  largeffes,  appear 
to  have  treated  the  more  opulent  inhabitants  with  cruelty.  Ar- 
bitrary arrefts  and  imprifonments  took  place  daily,  and  fines 
were  levied  and  confifcations  enforced  with  a degree  of  feverity 
hitherto  unknown  ; the  vaults  under  the  town-houfe  were  full 
of  prifoners,  and  plunder,  captivity,  and  perhaps  death,  feemed 
to  be  the  fate  referved  for  a large  portion  of  the  inhabitants. 

Their  fears  alfo  were  multiplied  and  increafed  by  the  difaffedted, 
who  pretended  that  the  jacobins  only  waited  for  the  arrival  of 
fome  battalions  detached  by  Kellermann,  from  the  army  of  the 
Alps,  to  Ihut  the  gates,  and  cut  off  all  the  malecontents  by  means 
of  the  guillotine. 

Impressed  with  thefe  notions,  the  fedtions  took  advantage  of  [May  29.] 
a late  decree  of  the  convention,  and  having  met  under  pretence 
of  adopting  the  necelfary  meafures  to  enfure  the  publick  tran- 
quillity, feized  on  the  arfenal,  and  committed  all  the  exceflbs 
ufually  accompanying  infurredlions ; while  the  municipality, 
which  was  devoted  to  the  convention,  took  refuge  in  the  town- 
houfe,  and  waited  for  fuccour  from  the  army  of  Italy.  But  in  the 
courfe  of  that  very  night,  the  head-quarters  of  the  jacobins  were 
carried,  and  after  a Ihort  procefs  before  an  incompetent  tribunal, 
the  mayor  was  firft  depofed  and  then  put  to  death. 
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BOOK  III.  In  the  mean  time  the  citizens  received  Intelligence,,  that  the 
girondifts  had  been  either  arrefted  or  profciibed  by  the  con- 
1793.  vention,  and  that  the  departments  of  the  Rhone,  the  Gironde,  and 
Calvados,  were  determined  to  recur  to  arms,  in  order  to  avenge 
the  crimes  committed  againft  the  integrity  of  the  national  repre- 
fentation.  Although  the  leaders  of  the  departmental  infurrediion 
were  attached  to  republican  forms,  and  the  Lyonefe  were 
defirous  of  a monarchy,  the  latter  determined  to  make  a com- 
mon caufe  with  them,  and  adually  invited  the  deputies  to  aflemble 
and  form  a congrefs  within  their  walls.  The  latter  accordingly 
fent  two  members  thither,  but  thefe  no  fooner  perceived  that  the 
inhabitants  wilhed  for  the  reftoration  of  the  Bourbons,  than  they 
declined  all  further  connection. 

MariVilles.  MARSEILLES,  which  was  now  alfo  in  commotion,  promifed 
afliftance  to  Lyons,,  and  determined  to  march  a body  of  troops 
thither.  A committee,  confifting  of  two  commiffioners  from 
each  fedion,  had  been  appointed  in  the  former  city,  and  all  Pro- 
vence followed  the  impulfion.  At  length  this  infurredion  began 

[Juneo.]  to  affume  a moft  ferious  afped,  for  the  central  committee  in 
concert  with  the  admlniftrators  of  the  department,  the  diftrid 
and  the  municipal  officers,  publiffied  a manifefto,  in  which  they 
openly  declared  war  againft  oppreffion,  but  they  exhibited  at  the 
fame  time  the  moft  unequivocal  attachment  to  a republican 
form  of  government,  and  the  reprefentative  fyftem.  Com- 
miffioners from  feveral  of  the  neighbouring  departments  had  alfo 
repaired  thither,  to  concert  meafures  for  the  common  fafety ; and 
it  had  been  refolved,  that  a congrefs  Ihould  be  held  at  Bourges 
to  regulate  the  general  interefts,  while  two  reprefentatives  and 
a battalion  from  every  diftrid  ffiould  aflemble  there. 

No  fooner  was  the  convention  informed  of  thefe  events,  than 
general  Cartaux  was  detached  at  the  head  of  fifteen  hundred  men 
from  the  army  of  Italy,  at  the  critical  period  when  two  battalions 
belonging  to  Marfeilles  and  Aix,  deftined  to  form  a jundion  with 
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the  Inhabitants  of  Lyons,  had  taken  poflelTion  of  Avignon.  BOOK  in 
On  hearing  of  his  march,  that  place  was  immediately  abandoned, 
the  Durance  placed  between  the  infurgents  and  the  enemy,  and  1793. 
as  the  combined  fquadron  was  now  cruifing  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, it  began  to  be  whifpered  in  the  central  committee,  that 
it  would  be  prudent  to  treat  with  the  Englifh  and  Spanifli  ad- 
mirals. 

At  all  events,  it  appeared  neceflary  to  augment  the  number  of 
battalions,  and  entruft  the  command  to  an  officer  of  experience. 

Rouffielet,  who  had  been  eledted  general  of  the  infurgents,  fen- 
fible  of  his  own  incapacity,  difplayed  a rare  inftance  of  mode- 
ration, by  returning  to  the  ranks  and  ferving  as  a fimple  volunteer. 
Villeneuve-Tourette,  formerly  a colonel  in  the  regiment  of  Artois, 
was  on  this  inverted  with  the  command,  and  being  joined  by  a 
body  of  troops  from  Toulon,  he  marched  out  in  order  to  give 
battle.  But  Cartaux  had  by  this  time  augmented  his  detachment, 
and  notwithrtanding  fome  advantages  at  firrt  gained  by  the  in- 
furgents, they  were  at  length  forced  to  retreat.  This  defeat,  [Auguil  lo.] 
which  took  place  at  Cadenet,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Durance, 
became  as  fatal  to  the  coalition  of  the  fouth,  as  that  at  Vernon 
had  proved  to  the  infurredtion  in  the  north  ; and  the  convention 
being  now  triumphant  in  the  field,  the  great  cities  were  left  to 
their  own  refources,  and  bereft  of  thofe  benefits  which  they 
would  have  derived  from  union. 

Marseilles,  menaced  at  the  fame  time  by  famine  on  one 
fide,  and  by  the  army  of  the  republicans  on  the  other,  was  re- 
duced to  the  greatert  extremities.  Neverthelefs,  at  the  very 
moment  the  citizens  fent  a deputation  to  the  Englifh  admiral  in 
the  Mediterranean,  to  folicit  leave  for  the  Importation  of  corn, 
they  permitted  provifions  and  fupplies  of  all  kinds  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  army  of  Italy.  Meafures  were  however  taken  to 
defend  the  neighbouring  ports ; and  Villeneuve  accordingly  oc- 
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BOOK  III.  cupiecl  the  heights  of  Gavote,  Sabregoule,  Septeme,  and  Ro- 
CH^.  vii.  qyevaire,  with  his  little  army. 

1793.  But  the  Marfeillefe  were  not  united  among  themfelves ; many 
of  the  fediions  declared  publickly  their  wifh  to  accept  of  the  new’ 
conftitution,  which  had  been  formed  with  aftonifhing  celerity 
by  the  jacobins,  and  the  contention  was  carried  to  fuch  lengths 
[Aug.  23.]  that  a fkirmifli  adually  took  place,  during  w'hich  the  blood  that 
flowed  along  the  ftreets  already  prefented  a prelude  to  the  horrburs 
about  to  enfue.  In  the  mean  time  the  army  of  Cartaux,  under 
the  diredion  of  the  deputies  Albite  and  Poultier,  attacked  and 
carried  the  heights  of  Sabregoule  and  Septeme ; on  which  Ville- 
neuve,  with  about  five  hundred  of  his  troops,  the  municipal 
officers,  and  a number  of  the  citizens,  thought  fit  to  take  refuge 
[Aug.  25.]  ill  T oulon  from  the  horrours  that  took  place  on  the  furrender  of 
their  native  city. 

The  citizens  of  Lyons  were  now  forced  to  depend  upon 
their  own  ftrength  alone.  They  had  at  firft;  endeavoured  to 
efcape  from  the  rage  of  the  ftorm  which  they  could  not  refift, 
and  accordingly  accepted  the  new  conflitution  without  any 
Siege  of  reftridion  ; but  the  deputies  fent  to  notify  this  event  to  the  con- 
vention  were  received  with  marked  difpleafure,  and  only  evaded 
jmprifonment  by  an  immediate  flight.  Dubois  Crance,  one  of 
the  national  commiffioners  at  Macon,  inftead  of  attending  to  their 
fupplications,  fent  them  notice,  “ that  the  blood  of  the  patriots 
filed  by  them  demanded  vengeance,  and  that  they  muft  lay  down 
their  arms  and  deliver  up  their  new  magiftrates  before  they  could 
hope  for  mercy.”  Thefe  terms  were  inflantly  rejeded  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  neceffary  preparations  made  for  an  obflinate 
defencev  The  pofition  of  the  city,  however,  rendered  it  incapable 
of  fuftaining  a regular  fiege,  it  being  entirely  open,  and  by  far 
too  extenfive  to  be  eafily  proteded.  In  addition  to  this,  it  w’as 
deftitute  of  cannon,  for  general  Kellermann  had,  a little  before 
this,  obtained  all  the  ordnance  in  the  arfenal,  under  pretence  of 
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fupplying  the  wants  of  the  army  of  Italy.  The  townfmen  too,  BOOK  fir, 
although  numerous,  were  undifciplined  ; moll  of  them  confifted 
of  fathers  of  families,  who  trembled  at  the  fame  time  for  the  1793, 
fafety  of  tlieir  property  as  well  as  for  the  fate  of  their  wives  and 
children ; and  although  an  immenfe  number  appeared  under  arms, 
yet  not  above  ten  thoufand  could  be  depended  on.  In  addition 
to  this,  the  partifans  of  the  jacobins  flill  remaining  within  the 
walls,  were  refolute  and  determined,  and  the  populace  was  entirely 
devoted  to  their  caufe. 

Notwithstanding  all  thefe  difadvantages,  knowing  that 
their  foie  hope  depended  on  a fuccefsful  refiftance,  the  Lyonefe 
determined  to  rely  on  their  own  intrepidity.  Precy,  formerly  a 
colonel  in  the  conftitutional  guards  of  Louis  XVI.,  was  eledled 
general  by  acclamation  ; Chennelette  fuperintended  the  repar- 
ation of  the  fortifications  ; and  Smidt  caft  the  artillery.  Such 
was  the  general  enthufiafm,  that  while  the  youth  flew  to  arms, 
women  and  old  men  worked  at  the  redoubts,  and  encouraged  the 
warriours  by  their  prefence  and  example. 

The  army  deftined  for  the  attack  confifted  of  nearly  ten 
thoufand  troops  of  the  line,  three  thoufand  cavalry,  and  a 
number  of  battalions  of  national  guards  levied  in  the  neigh- 
bouring departments.  To  thefe  were  attached  a corps  of  five 
hundred  artillery-men,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  battering 
guns,  befides  mortars  *. 

It  was  at  firft  intended  by  the  deputies  to  have  attempted 
the  city  by  aflTault ; but  the  prudence  of  the  French  general 
prevented  him  from  conforming  to  fo  defperate  a refolution  ; the 
ufual  means  were  accordingly  recurred  to,  and  in  addition  to  [Aug.  s.j 
the  trenches  and  the  cannon,  ftill  more  dangerous  engines  were 
found  in  the  adhefion  of  the  poorer  claffes  of  inhabitants,  who 


* Relation  du  Siege  de  Lyons,  8vo. 
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BOOK  III.  not  only  conveyed  intelligence  into  the  camp  of  the  befiegers, 
but  even  dire£led  their  operations  by  means  of  fignals. 

1793.  Finding  the  negociations  of  the  reprefentatives  ineffedtual, 
the  general  had  recourfe  at  length  to  his  artillery,  and  fuch  a 
tremendous  fhower  of  bombs  and  red-hot  balls  was  poured  in, 
that  this  unfortunate  city  was  fet  on  fire  in  no  lefs  than  forty-two 
places  in  the  courfe  of  a fingle  night.  But  the  Lyonefe  were 
[Aug.  24.]  lefs  terrified  by  the  fight  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  now  aflembled 
under  their  walls,  than  at  the  profped:  of  famine  with  which  they 
were  menaced.  Two  columns  of  armed  citizens  having  fallied 
forth  to  colle£t  corn,  and  one  of  thefe  being  attacked  in  a defile, 
the  whole  body,  five  only  excepted,  was  cut  off,  and  Servan 
their  leader,  who  happened  to  be  wounded,  was  taken  and  fhot. 
The  infurgents,  however,  ftill  continued  to  make  a vigorous 
refiftanee,  and  Dubois  Crance,  who  had  accufed  the  hero  of 
Valmr  of  cowardice,  was  recalled  to  give  an  account  of  his  own 
condudf.  The  befiegers  in  their  turn  now  obtained  fome 
advantages,  for  Precy  retook  the  grand  redoubt  and  pofts  of 
St.  Louis  and  Broteaux,  which  had  been  furrendered  by 
[Sept.  29,]  treachery.  Although  the  enemy’s  batteries  were  extended  to 
within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  bridge  of  St.  Clair,  and  an 
infernal  machine  employed  againft  the  latter,  yet  it  was  gallantly 
and  fuccefsfully  defended  by  Morand,  the  archited;  by  whom  it 
had  been  ereded. 

At  length,  however,  the  horrours  of  famine  being  fuperadded 
to  thofe  of  war,  they  who  had  fo  long  difplayed  the  moft 
heroick  courage  were  at  length  obliged,  after  a fiege  of  fifty-four 
days,  to  yield  to  an  enemy  againft  which  valour  is  ufekfs  and 
unavailing. 

The  new  deputies,  Collot  d’Herbois,  Couthon,  Maignet,  and 
Chateauneuf-Randon,  having  refufed  to  grant  any  terms  until 
the  leaders  of  the  infurredion  had  been  delivered  up,  the 
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chiefs,  both  civil  and  military,  feveral  of  the  principal  Inhabitants,  BOOK  in. 
and  all  thofe  who  confidered  themfelves  as  profcribed  by  the 
jacobins,  to  the  amount  of  about  two  thoufand,  fallied  forth  from  179.3. 
the  city,  to  feek  an  afylum  in  a foreign  land.  A few  waggons, 
containing  the  remnant  of  their  fcanty  fortunes,  and  feme 
four-pounders,  followed  this  little  army  of  fugitives,  in  the 
midft  of  which  was  to  be  feen  a great  number  of  females,  de- 
termined not  to  abandon  their  hufbands,  and  who,  with  their 
children  in  their  arms,  refolved  to  fhare  their  fate.  Scarcely, 
however,  had  they  entered  the  defiles  of  St.  Cyr  and  St.  Ger-  [Oaober9.]; 
main,  when  they  found  themfelves  furrounded  by  nearly  fifty 
thoufand  men  ; and  although  they  exhibited  prodigies  of  valour 
upon  this  OGcafion,  yet  all  refiftance  became  vain  on  account  of 
the  difparity  of  numbers.  The  greater  part  perifhed  with  arms 
in  their  hands ; about  five  hundred  men  and  women,  chiefly 
covered  with  wounds,  experienced  a worfe  fate  by  falling  alive 
into  the  hands  ’of  their  enemies,  for  they  were  transferred  from 
dungeon  to  dungeon,  and  ended  their  days  by  different  kinds 
of  punifhment ; about  fixty  only  efcaped  and  found  an  afylum 
among  the  neighbouring  peafants. 

Nor  was  the  fate  of  a great  number  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
trufted  to  the  mercy  of  the  conquerours,  more  tolerable.  One* 
fourth  of  the  buildings  had  been  already  deftroyed  by  the  be- 
fiegers.  The  ftill  more  ferocious  commiffioners,  not  content  with 
this,  ordered  the  demolition  of  all  the  principal  edifices  ; meafures 
were  acffually  taken  to  tranfpoirt  a large  portion  of  the  population 
to  another  place,  and  a decree  enjoined  that  the  miferable  remnant 
of  this  ancient  city,  hitherto  fo  famous  throughout  all  Europe  on 
account  of  its  rich  manufadures,  was  no  longer  to  be  recognised 
by  its  former  name  *.  In  addition  to  this,  orders  were  given  to 
ereft  a column  with  an  appropriate  infeription,  on  purpofe  to 


* Commune- Affranchle  was  the  new  appellation  given  to  Lyons. 
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Cruelties  ex- 
ercifed  on  the 
Lyonefe. 


perpetuate  the  refiftance  and  difgrace  of  Lyons,  as  well  as  the 
vengeance  of  its  enemies 

But  the  rage  of  the  vidors  was  not  confined  to  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  houfes  and  temples.  The  fufferings  of  the  miferable 
inhabitants  have  never  been  furpaflfed  ; and  if  we  are  to  fearch  for  a 
parallel  in  hiftory,  we  muft  recur  to  the  times  of  Attila  and  the 
mercilefs  invaders  who  laid  Europe  wafte  during  the  barbarous 
ages.  The  deputy  Freron,  on  entering  this  devoted  town,  ordered 
a number  of  guillotines  to  be  ereded,  and  announced  “ that 
terrour  was  the  order  of  the  day.”  But  he  was  furpaffed  in 
cruelty  and  ferocity  by  Collot  d’Herbois.  His  pro-confulfhip  in 
the  fouth  was  one  continued  feries  of  bloodflied.  A chofen 
band  of  Parifian  jacobins  and  a column  of  the  revolutionary 
army  marched  into  Lyons  as  the  precurfors  of  his  fury.  The 
procefs  of  the  axe  was  deemed  too  flow  for  his  infatiable  venge- 
ance ; fometimes  the  bayonets  of  the  infantry,  and  fometimes 
the  fabres  of  the  cavalry,  were  employed  as  more  conformable  to 
the  celerity  of  his  vengeance  ; but  at  length  grape-fhot  and 
artillery  were  recurred*  to,  and  the  principal  fquare,  the  theatre 
of  his  fanguinary  exploits,  was  ftrewed  with  the  dying  and  the 
dead,  and  became  deluged  with  the  blood  of  his  victims. 


* " Lyon  fit  la  guerre  a'  la  republisue: 
“ Lyon  n’est  plus.” 


“ Lyons  made  war  upon  the  repuelick: 
Lyons  is  N-b  more.” 
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CHAP.  viir. 


'T/je  allied  Courts  agree  to  divide  their  Forces — Melancholy  State 
of  France — Energy  of  the  facobins — Houchard  is  appointed  to 
the  Command  of  the  northern  Army — The  Duke  of  York  makes 
an  Attempt  on  Dunkirky  in  which  he  is  foiled — Adlion  at  Mau~. 
beuge — Capture  of  Quefnoy. 

While  the  republick  was  thus  a prey  to  inteftine  diforders,  BOOK  III. 
the  capture  of  Valenciennes,  and  the  forced  retreat  of  the  wreck 
of  the  French  army  from  under  the  protedlion  of  Cambray,  i793. 
feemed  once  more  to  prefent  a fair  opportunity  to  the  combined 
forces  of  marching  to  the  capital,  and  deciding  the  fate  of  the 
empire.  Certain  it  is,  that  fo  long  as  fuch  an  impofmg  mafs 
remained  together  nothing  could  withftand  its  efforts;  and 
that  it  was  only  by  its  divifion  that  it  could  be  overcome. 

But  the  allied  courts  appear  at  this  moment  to  have  been 
dazzled  with  their  fuccefs,  and  to  have  entertained  feparate 
views  of  aggrandifement,  which  but  ill  accorded  with  thofe 
principles  on  which  they  had  profeffed  to  adt.  Two  of  the 
chief  fortreffes  in  the  French  Netherlands  were  already  in 
poffeffion  of  the  emperour ; and  it  was  now  determined  by  the 
Englidi  cabinet  to  re-annex  part  of  maritime  Flanders  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain.  Accordingly,  while  the  Auftrians 
undertook  the  fiege  of  Quefnoy,  with  a view  to  increafe  their 
acquifitions  in  that  quarter,  the  duke  of  York,  at  the  head  of 
the  Englifii  troops,  and  a body  of  Dutch  and  Hanoverians, 
advanced  and  occupied  a camp  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Menin. 
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1793. 


State  of 
France. 


ConduiJI  of 
the  rufing 
fiarty. 


Never  was  any  country  reduced  to  fuch  a defperate  fitua- 
tion  as  France  at  this  critical  moment.  A multitude  of  the 
moft  courageous  friends  of  liberty  were  imprifoned,  and  a large 
portion  of  the  convention  either  arrefted,  put  to  death,  or  pro- 
fcribed.  Forty  thoufand  royalifts  in  the  weft  triumphed  over 
the  ignorant  generals  and  undifciplined  armies  expofed  to  their 
rage.  In  the  north,  the  Auftrians,  after  fubduing  Belgium, 
menaced  the  capital ; in  the  fouth,  Lyons  and  Marfeilles  were 
fcarcely  fubdued ; and  Toulon  v/as  known  to  be  already  in  pof- 
feflion  of  a Britifh  admiral.  In  every  quarter  the  enemies  of 
the  republick  were  vidlorious.  The  king  of  Pruftia,  after, 
driving  the  French  from  Franckfort  and  Cofthiem,  had  obtained 
Mentz.  A large  army  was  preparing  to  force  the  lines  of 
Weiflembourg.  The  empire  had  declared  war  againft  France. 
Landau  was  blockaded  ; Strafburgh  menaced  j the  territories- 
bordering  on  the  Pyrenees  were  overrun  by  the  Spaniards ; the 
colonies  in  the  Eaft  afid  Weft  Indies  were  either  already  con- 
quered or  threatened  with  immediate  fubjedlion  by  the  Englifh^ 
while  the  French  flag  was  no  longer  feen  in  the  Channel,  the 
Atlantick,  or  the  Mediterranean. 

But  the  energy  of  the  jacobins  was  admirably  calculated  to 
contend  with,  and  even  to  overcome,  obftacles  that  at  any  other 
period,  and  perhaps  to  any  other  men,  would  have  appeared 
infurmountable.  The  induftry,  the  wealth,  and  even  the  lives 
of  near  thirty  millions  of  inhabitants  were  placed  by  various 
decrees  at  their  difpofal.  Recurring  to  terrour  as  the  moft  powerful 
engine,  they  employed  a revolutionary  tribunal,  a revolutionary 
army,  and  ftationary  as  well  as  ambulatory  guillotines,  to  reprefs 
and  punifh  all  thofe  who  oppofed  their  authority.  Baftilles, 
under  a new  name,  contained  the  citizens  liable  to  fufpicion  j and 
a multitude  of  fpies,  informers,  and  executioners,  carried  fear  into 
every  houfe,  and  into  every  bofom.  No  one  was  either  exempt 
from  dread  or  from  punilhment.  An  obnoxious  deputy  fuffered  as 
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a federalift ; the  noble  was  accufed  of  emigration  ; the  lawyer  BOOK  iir. 
perifhed  as  a traitor,  the  banker  as  a counter-revolutionift,  the 
merchant  as  a foreftaller.  Safety  was  to  be  found  no-where  ^793. 
but  in  the  armies  ; and  immeijfe  multitudes  repaired  thither  fo;r 
protedlion. 

As  all  the  rich  were  become  objects  of  fufpicion,  their  treafure 
was  confifcated  at  pleafure,  and  employed  fometimes  in  behalf 
of  the  commonwealth,  but  not  unfrequently  fquandered  away 
according  to  the  caprice  of  interefted  individuals.  Crimes  of  all 
kinds  were  encouraged.  Pity  and  humanity  were  devoted  to 
infamy,  and  not  unfrequently  to  the  fcalfold ; it  was  dangerous 
to  indulge  the  cry  of  nature ; the  father  durft  not  alTift  his 
exiled  fon  ; the  child  could  not  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  his 
imprifoned  father  with  impunity ; civick  crowns  were  voted  to 
fpies  deferving  of  punifhment,  and  France  appeared  to  have 
eredted  altars  to  ingratitude  and  injuftice,  at  the  very  moment 
ftie  was  preparing  to  reprefs  and  annihilate  her  foes. 

But  even  amidft  the  fanguinary  excefles  of  the  triumphant  party 
it  is  impoffible  not  to  admire  the  energetick  meafures  adopted 
againft  the  foreign  enemy.  In  confequence  of  a report  from  the 
committee  of  publick  fafety,  all  Frenchmen  were  declared,  by  a 
folemn  decree  of  the  convention,  to  be  at  the  fervice  of  their  [Auguft  s.] 
country  until  its  enemies  fhould  be  chafed  from  the  territories  of 
the  republick.  “ The  young  men  fhall  march  to  the  combat ; the 
married  ones  fliall  forge  arms  and  tranfport  the  provifions  ; the 
women  fhall  fabricate  tents  and  clothes,  and  attend  the  military 
hofpitals  ; the  children  fhall  make  lint  to  ferve  as  dreflings  for 
the  wounds  of  the  patriots  ; while  the  old  men  fhall  caufe  them- 
felves  to  be  carried  to  the  publick  fquares  to  excite  the  courage 
of  the  warriors,  to  preach  the  unity  of  the  republick,  and  infpire 
hatred  againft  kings.” 

To  fupply  the  wants  of  the  immenfe  armies  now  about  to 
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BOOK  iil.be  collected  from  all  quarters,  meafures  of  a new  and  extraor- 
dinary  kind  were  adopted.  Affignats  were  not  only  fabricated 
J793.  and  expended  in  immenfe  quantities,  but  their  value  was  main- 
tained for  fome  time  at  a rate  nearly  equivalent  to  that  of  gold  ; 
and  when  this  refource  began  to  fail,  revolutionary  taxes  w’-ere 
impofed.  The  dodtrine  of  requifition  was  at  length  recurred  to, 
and  all  the  neceffaries  of  life  appertaining  to  citizens  in  eafy 
circumftances,  were  feized  upon  in  the  name  of  the  republick, 
and  for  the  fupport  of  its  troops,  while  the  great  cities  were 
crowded  with  manufadcures  of  faltpetre,  the  towns  converted 
into  foLinderies,  and  the  ancient  palaces  metamorphofed  into 
arfenals  to  fiipply  the  elements  of  deftrudtion. 

At  the  very  moment  that  the  idea  of  a nation’s  rifing  in  mafs 
was  ridiculed  throughout  Europe,  the  convention,  on  the  pro^ 
pofition  of  the  committee  of  publick  fafety,  had  either  augmented 
or  created  eleven  diftindt  armies,  which  feemed  to  form  a chain 
around  the  frontiers  of  France.  All  the  unmarried  males 
from  eighteen  to  forty  years  of  age  were  put  in  permanent 
T r • requifition,  and  a draft  of  three  hundred  thoufand  made  at 
iitary  force  of  one  time.  Thefe  immenfe  refources  enabled  them  to  ftrengtheii 
and  new  model  the  army  of  the  north,  extending  from  Dun- 
kirk to  Maubeuge ; that  of  the  Ardennes,  reaching  from  Mau- 
beuge  to  Longwy ; that  of  the  Mofelle,  from  Longwy  to  Bitche; 
that  of  the  Rhine,  from  Bitche  to  Porentrui ; that  of  the  Alps, 
from  the  Aifne  to  the  borders  of  the  V ar  ; that  of  Italy,  from 
the  Maritime  Alps  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rhone  ; the  army  of  the 
Oriental  Pyrenees,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rhone  to  the  Garonne; 
the  army  of  the  Weftern  Pyrenees,  from  the  department  of  the 
Upper  Pyrenees  to  the  mouth  of  the  Gironde ; the  army  of  the 
coafts  of  Rochelle,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Gironde  to  that  of 
the  Loire ; the  army  of  the  coafts  of  Breft,  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Loire  to  St.  Maloes ; and,  laftly,  that  of  the  coafts  of  Cher- 
bourg, from  St.  Maloes  to  the  northern  department. 
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No  fooner  did  the  French  learn  that  the  combined  forces  BOOK  iir. 
intended  to  feparate,  than  they  determined  once  more  to  re- 
fume  oiienfive  operations,  and  overcome  that  military  coloiTus  1793. 
in  its  disjointed  Rate,  which  they  had  been  unable  to  con- 
tend with  entire.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the  inadfivity  of  the 
Pruffians  after  the  conqueft  of  Mentz,  and  drafts  were  accordingly 
made  from  the  armies  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle,  while  the 
new  levies  were  clothed,  embodied,  and  difciplined.  A plebeian 
general,  who  had  afcended  through  all  the  various  military 
gradations,  from  the  Ration  of  a trooper  to  the  chief  command, 
was  afligned  to  them  at  the  fame  time  for  their  leader : this  was 
Kouchard,  already  celebrated  by  his  exploits  in  Germany  ; and 
who,  after  poRefiing  in  fucceflion  the  command  of  the  forces 
Rationed  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle,  was  now 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the  north. 

The  French  having  attacked  Lincelles,  a poR  lately  taken  and 
occupied  by  command  of  the  hereditary  prince  of  Orange,  major- 
general  Lake,  with  three  battalions,  confiRing  of  the  RrR,  Cold- 
flream,  and  third  regiment  of  guards,  was  fent  to  the  alRRance 
of  the  Dutch  troops,  who  had  unluckily  retreated  by  a different 
road.  But  notwitliRanding  this  difcouraging  circumRance,  and 
the  manifeR  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  an  immediate'  attack  was 
determined  upon.  The  Englifli  were  accordingly  formed,  and  A6lions  at 
advanced  under  a heavy  fire  againR  a redoubt  of  uncommon 
fize  and  flrength,  ered;ed  upon  a height  in  front  of  the  village. 

After  firing  three  or  four  rounds  they  eharged  with  bayonets, 

Rormed  the  works,  drove  out  the  enemy,  difperfed  them  after 
they  had  rallied,  and  took  eleven  pieces  of  cannon,-  and  about  fifty 
prifoners 


'■*  The  London  Gazette  Extraordinary  ftates,  from  the  concurring  teftimony  of  the 
prifoners,  that  the  enemy  had  twelve  battalions  at  the  poft,  and  muft  have  been  upwards 
of  five  thoufand  men.”  Lieutenant-colonel  Bofwell  of  the  Coldllream,  and  lieutenant 
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BOOK  lir.  In  the  mean  time  field- marfhai  Freytag,  at  the  head  of  the 
Hanoverians,  defeated  the  French  at  Oofl:  Capelle,  Rexpede,  and 
izys.  Hoenchoote,  and  took  eleven  pieces  of  cannon,  and  two  hundred 
Ooft  Capelle,  while  the  duke  of  York  advanced  with  the  befieg- 

[Aug.  21.]  ing  army  in  three  columns  from  Fumes,  on  purpofe  to  attack 
[Aug.  22.]  camp  of  Ghivelde.  On  this  the  enemy  abandoned  their 
pofition  during  the  night,  and  a redoubt  in  the  courfe  of  next 
day.  Field-marflial  Freytag  at  the  fame  time  feized  on  the  pofts 
of  Warmarthe  and  Eckelfbeck,  and  the  bridge  of  Lefferink’s 
Hoeke ; the  Englifh  alfo,  after  repulfmg  a fally,  and  experiencing 
fome  lofs  in  confequence  of  approaching  the  place  during  the 
ardour  of  purfuit,  obtained  pofleflion  of  the  ground  near  Dunkirk, 
which  it  became  neceffary  to  occupy  previoufly  to  the  fiege,  and 
fummoned  the  place  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 
SiepofDun-  BuT  after  the  operations  of  this  day,  the  fuccefs  of  the  Englifh 
ceafed ; and  it  foon  became  evident,  either  that  the  plan  of  the 
campaign  was  faulty,  or  that  the  vigour  and  refources  of  the 
enemy  had  not  been  fufficiently  appreciated.  No  fooner  did  the 
committee  of  publick  fafety  receive  intimation  of  the  feparation 
of  the  grand  army,  and  the  march  of  the  duke  of  York  againft 
Dunkirk,  than  the  moft  effedual  meafures  were  taken  for  the 
defence  of  that  place.  Trufting  no  longer  to  noble  birth,  it  was 


de  Peyfter  of  the  royal  artillery,  were  killed  upon  this  occafion  j-  and  the  conduct  of  colonels 
Grinfield,  Hulfe,  and  Pennington,  according  to  the  dii'patch,  “ reflected  honour  upon  them- 
felves,  and  merited  his  royal  highnefs’s  warmefl  approbation.  Equal  pralfe,”  it  is  added, 
is  due  to  major  Wright,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  royal  artillery  attached  to  the 
battalions.” 

The  duke  of  York  alfo  exprefled  himfelf  “ particularly  fenfible  of  the  exertions  of 
major-general  Abercromby,  major-general  Varncck,  and  lieutenant-general  Wurmb,”  in 
the  action  of  the  24th  of  Auguft,  on  which  occafion  lieutenant-general  Dalton  and  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Eld,  of  the  firft  regiment  of  foot  guards,  were  unfortunately  killed. 

Upon  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  September,  major  Rofs  diftinguifficd  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  11th  regiment  of  infantry,  and  colonel  Moncrieff  received  a dangerous 
wound. 
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d-etermined  to  employ  plebeians  alone.  General  Souham,  whol^OOK  ui. 
had  rifen  from  the  ranks,  was  accordingly  ordered  to  march 
with  a chofen  body  of  troops  to  the  alTiftance  of  the  garrifon  ; 
thefe  foon  after  entered  the  town  under  the  command  of  Hoche, 
now  an  adjutant-general,  and  formerly  a private  in  the  French 
guards.  The  prefence  of  the  two  reprefentatives,  Hentz  and 
Duquefnoy,  alfo  animated  the  foldiery,  and  infpired  the  townf- 
men  with  confidence;  while  O’Moran,  who  commanded  at  CafTel, 
being  fufpedted  of  treachery,  was  feized,  condudled  to  Paris,  and 
perifhed  foon  after  in  confequence  of  a fentence  of  the  revo- 
lutionary tribunal  Flouchard  having  now  arrived  with  an  [Sept.  6.] 
immenfe  body  of  troops,  it  was  determined  to  relieve  the  place 
by  general  and  frequent  attacks.  The  French  accordingly  marched 
out  from  the  camp  of  CafTel,  as  well  as  from  the  towns  of  Ber- 
gues  and  Dunkirk,  for  the  purpofe  of  afTaulting  the  whole  of  field- 
marflial  Freytag’s  polls ; and  although  his  troops  difplayed  great 
bravery,  yet  the  enemy  not  only  obtained  pofTeflion  of  Bam- 
becke,  Roufbrugghe,  and  Poperinghe,  but  obliged  part  of  the  army 
to  retreat  to  Flondfchoote.  Next  day  the  field-marfhal  was  at- Battle  of 
tacked  again ; on  the  fucceeding  morning,  the  centre  of  the  line  - j 
was  forced,  and  general  Walmoden  driven  behind  a canal,  v/ith 
the  lofs  of  three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  about  three  hundred  men. 

This  adlion,  in  the  courfe  of  which  field-marfhal  Freytag  and  [Sept.  s.] 
prince  Adolphus  were  both  wounded,  and  for  fome  time  pri- 
foners,  proved  decifive  of  the  fate  of  Dunkirk,  and  of  the  cam- 


* It  has  been  reported,  that  this  general,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  had  been  pa- 
tronifed  by  Dumouriez,  kept  up  a fecret  communication  with  the  Englifli  army.  Certain 
it  is,  that  Hoche  entgrtained  a fufpicion  of  treachery  fomewhere,  as  will  be  feen  by 
the  following  extraft  of  a letter  to  the  war-department : 

Je  fuis  arrive  ici  avec  le  general  de  brigade  Souham,  qui  eft  un  vral  fans-culotte. 
Enfin,  ^ force  de  travail,  nous  commen^ons  a nous  reconnoitre.  Pitt  avait  ici  des  agens. 
Des  papiers  incendlaires  ont  ete  repandus,  des  fignaux  donne  a la  ftutte  ennemie,  mouille 
a trois  quarts  de  lieue  de  la  ville,  et  les  matelots,  frappes  d’une  terreur  painque,  ct  pro- 
bablement  travailles  par  I’ariftocratic,  s etaient  inlurges.” 
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BOO.K  in.  paign  ; for  his  royal  highnefs  the  commander  in  chief  was  obliged 
to  abandon  his  pofition,  refign  the  idea  of  a fiege,  and  leave 
179'3.  thirty-two  heavy  cannon,  much  baggage,  and  many  of  the  mi- 
litary ftores,  behind  him.  The  retreat,  however,  was  conducted 
with  equal  ability  and  fuccefs  by  general  sir  William  Erflrine. 

Thus  ended  the  fatal  attempt  upon  Dunkirk,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  the  EngliHi  army  affuredly  did  not  receive  that  alfiftance 
and  co-operation  by  fea,  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  a great 
maritime  nation  to  have  afforded  ; while  the  enemy  by  their 
numbers,  their  audacity,  and  their  zeal,  demonftrated  that 
although  the  ruling  party  was  capable  of  the  moft  enormous 
crimes,  it  at  the  fame  time  knew  how  to  infpire  enthufiafm,  and 
enfure  victory.  So  far  were  the  French  from  being  dazzled  with 
the  late  fuccefs,  and  the  fubfequent  capture  of  Fumes  and  Mcnin, 
that  ITouchard  was  immediately  arrefted,  and  foon  after  put  to 
death,  becaufe  he  had  not  completed  his  triumph  by  the  capture 
of  the  army  deftined  to  befiege  Dunkirk  On  the  other  hand, 
care  was  taken  to  reward  fuch  officers  as  had  diftinguiffied  them- 
felves ; and  Jourdan,  who  had  attacked  the  right  and  centre  of 
the  camp  at  ITondfchoote,  as  w’^ell  as  Floche  "f,  who  had  charged 


* HoucharJ  fuffered  by  the  guillotine  at  Paris,  November  15,  1793.  The  four  follow- 
ing charges  drawn  up  by  Barrere,  and  preferred  to  the  convention,  may  afford  grounds 
for  a fufpicion  of  the  military  talents  of  that  general,  but  no  pofitive  guilt  can  be  fairly 
Inferred  from  fuch  exaggerated  accufations : 

“ 1.  That  after  defeating  the  Englifh,  he  did  not  drive  them  into  the  fea ; 

“ ‘2.  That  when  he  had  lurrounded  the  Dutch,  he  did  not  cut  them  in  pieces; 

“ 3.  That  he  fent  no  fuccours  to  the  troops  butchered  near  Cambray ; and 

“ 4.  That  he  abandoned  Mcnin,  and  in  his  retreat  expofed  his  army  to  cc^^^fiderablc 
danger. 

f This  officer  contrived  to  infpire  the  garrifon  of  Dunkirk  with  a portion  of  the  en- 
thufiafm with  which  he  himfelf  was  actuated.  The  following  are  his  paroles  and  countcr- 
ligns  while  at  Dunkirk  : 

“ Caffius— Sparte. 

" Montagne — Pofterltc. 

“ Defpotes — Mort. 
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the  left  wing,  were  both  promoted ; a decree  pafled  at  the  fame  BOOK  iir. 
time,  declaring,  “ that  the  army  of  the  North  had  deferved  well 
of  the  country and  the  reprefentatives  on  miflion  were  enjoined  ^’^93. 
to  tranfmit  a detailed  account  of  the  heroick  exploits  of  the  de- 
fenders of  the  republick. 

But  although  vidlory  had  deferted  the  Britilh  ftandard,  flie  [Sept,  ii.} 
feemed  faithful  for  a time  to  that  of  Auftria ; Quefnoy  was  now 
taken,  and  the  garrifon  made  prifoners  of  war:  the  French 
were  alfo  defeated  at  Villers  en  Couchee ; and  the  prince  de 
Cobourg  having  pafled  the  Sambre,  drove  all  the  detached  [Sept.  20,] 
bodies  of  the  enemy  into  the  entrenched  camp  of  Maubeuge, 
and  actually  invefted  both  it  and  the  fortrefs ; while  Cam- 
bray  and  Bouchain  were  fucceflively  threatened  by  field-marlhal 
Clairfayt. 

But  thefe  fuccefles  proved  ephemeral,  in  confequence  of  the 
increafed  ardour  of  the  enemy.  A formidable  train  of  heavy 
artillery  was  now  brought  into  the  field,  numerous  bodies  of 
troops  were  aflTembled,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  not  only 
harangued  the  army,  but  placed'  themfelves  at  the  head  of 'the 
columns,  while  another  plebeian  leader  was  found  in  the  perfon 
of  Jourdan.  No  fooner  was  that  general  invefted  with  the- chief 
command,  than  he  determined  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fame 
Jyftem  that  had  proved  fuccefsful  at  Hoonfcoote.  An  attack  £061.  is.j 
was  accordingly  made  on  the  troops  pofted  near  the  village  of 
Waftighies,  and  although  this  at  firft  was  unfuccefsful,  yet  being,  [oa.  ks.] 
renewed  with  increafed  vigour  on  the  fucceeding  morning,  proved 
at  length  decifive.  Accordingly,  the  communication  with  the 
army  of  obfervation  before  Maubeuge  being  now  cut  off,  and  Battle  of 
the  prince  de  Cobourg  beaten  in  an  atftion  that  lifted  two  days, 


“ Pitt — Neaiit. 

Fame— -Exemple. 

" Liberte— Univers.” 
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BOOK  III.  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  repafs  the  Sambre  * ; but  his  retreat  was 
CHAP^vm  conduced  with  fuch  firmnefs,  that  two  detached  bodies  of  troops, 
1793-  under  lieutenant-general  Benzowflcy  and  count  Haddick,  took 
fourteen  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fome  hundred  prifoners. 

The  French  being  now  the  aflailants,  the  war  once  more 
alTumed  a new  appearance  ; and  the  armies  which  had  fo  lately 
been  fummoning  towms  and  provinces  in  the  names  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  emperoilr  of  Germany,  found  it  difficult 
to  defend  Auftrian  Flanders.  The  enemy  had  by  this  time 
feized  on  Werwick  and  Fumes  j they  alfo  obtained  poffieffion  of 
Menin,  and  were  only  prevented  from  occupying  Nieuport  by 
the  gallant  defence  of  colonel  d@  Wurmb ; in  confequence  of 
which,  time  was  given  for  the  arrival  of  generals  Grey  and 
Dundas,  who  fecured  the  poffieffion  of  that  place  by  means  of  the 
fame  troops  with  which  they  afterwards  achieved  fo  many  con- 
quefts  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  remainder  of  the  campaign  in  this 
quarter  was  'fpent  in  adtions  of  little  note,  with  the  exception 
[OA.  30.i]  of  an  attack  upon  Marchiennes,  by  major-general  Kray,  under 
the  diredtion  of  the  duke  of  York^  in  confequence  of  which 
the  enemy  loft  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  and  about  two  thoufand 
troops,  including  killed  and  wounded. 

At  the  very  moment  when  the  French  ftruggled  hard  to  ob- 
tain poffieffion  of  the  provinces  bordering  on  the  narrow  seas, 
they  were  obliged  to  contend  with  fuperiour  fleets  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, and  combat  for  the  poffieffion  of  Its  fhores  againft.thc 
united  effiorts  of  many  powerful  nations. 


* National  Convention. — ORvber  Iff. 

“ A LETTER  from  the  comraiffioners  with  the  army  of  the  North  announced  thafe 
Maubeuge  was  relieved,  and  that  the  battle  had  lafted  two  days  fucceliively,  from  morning 
tintil  night.  They  at  the  fame  time  Hated,  that  Jourdan  had  diftlnguiflied  himfelf  not 
only  by  his  course,  but  by  the  excellence  of  his  plans,  he  being  the  only  French  gencrai 
who  had  defeated  Gobourg  in  a pitched  Iwttle  fmce  the  commencement  of  the  camjiaign..’* 
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CHAP.  I. 

combined  Fleets  enter  the  Mediterranean — Lord  Hood  nego^ 
dates  with  the  difaff»ded  Cities — Obtains  PoJfeJJion  of  Toulon-^ 

Siege  of  that  important  Place — Bonaparte  appointed  to  the  Ctfm^ 
mand  of  the  French  Artillery — Evacuation  of  the  Town  and 
Harbour^  after  fetting  fire  to  the  Arfenal  and  feveral  Ships  of 
the  Line, 

While  the  fouth  of  France  was  a prey  by  turns  to  terrour 
and  infurredion,  the  fleet  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  orders  of  chap.  i. 
lord  Hood,  and  that  of  Spain,  commanded  by  don  Juan  de  Lan* 
gara,  had  made  their  appearance  in  the  Mediterranean.  This 
event  tended  not  a little  to  infufe  new  hopes  into  the  malecontents, 
and  confirm  the  fpirit  of  revolt  that  began  to  prevail  every- 
where. The  recent  misfortunes  of  the  republick,  the  vidories 
of  the  combined  armies,  the  fcarcity  of  corn,  the  hoftile  condud 
of  the  Italian  ftates,  and,  above  all,  the  countenance  and  the 
protedion  of  England,  feemed  to  evince  the  probability  of  a 
fuccefsful  refiftance.  Every  thing  at  this  period  appeared  to  de- 
monftrate  the  declenfion  of  a caufe,  now  only  fupported  by  the 
zealots  of  the  revolution  ; and  the  declining  fortunes  of  the  con- 
vention, as  well  as  the  increafing  defpair  of  the  republicans, 
indicated  a fatal  crifis. 
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fiates  with 
the  inha- 
bitants of 
Marleilles 
and  Toulon 


BOOK  IV.  Lord  Hood  did  not  fail  to  take  advantage  of  the  commotions 
that  prevailed  in  the  ^reat  cities  of  the  fouthern  departments.  He 
1793.  accordingly  appeared  off  the  iflands  of  Hicres,  and  received  com- 
mifhoners  from  Toulon  and  Marfeilles  -on  board  the  Vidlory, 
which  carried  his  flag.  It  was  decided  in  this  conference,  that 
the  firfl:  conflitution  fhould  be  recognifed ; that  the  Englifli 
fhould  take  poffelTion  of  all  the  towns  delivered  up  in  the  name 
[Aug.  22.]  of  Louis  XVII. ; and  that  a fupply  of  corn  fhould  be  furniflied 
for  the  life  of  the  inhabitants.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fucceeding 
day,  a preliminary  declaration  was  ifiued  by  the  Britifh  ad- 
miral, in  which  he  Rated,  “ that  if  a candid  and  explicit  de- 
claration in  favour  of  monarchy  was  made  at  Toulon  and  Mar- 
feilles, and  the  fla.ndard  of  royalty  hoiRed,  the  fhips  in  the 
harbour  difmantled,  and  the  port  and  forts  provifionally  placed  at 
his  difpofal,  the  people  of  Provence  fhould  have  the  afliRance  of 
his  Britannick  majeRy’s  fleet,  and  not  an  atom  of  private  pro- 
perty be  touched.”  His  lordfhip  at  the  fame  time  added,  “ that 
having  no  other  view  than  that  of  reRoriag  peace  to  a great 
nation,  upon  juR,  liberal,  and  honourable  terms,”  whenever  this 
event  took  place,  “ the  port,  with  all  the  fhips  in  the  harbour, 
and  forts  of  Toulon,  fhall  be  reRored  to  France,  with  the  Rores  of 
every  kind,  agreeably  to  the  fchedule  that  may  be  delivered.” 
Lord  Hood  alfo  publifhed  a proclamation,  in  which,  after  Rating 
the  anarchy  and  mifery  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fouth  of 
France,  he  concluded  with  obferving,  “ that  he  had  come  to 
offer  them  the  affiRance  of  the  force  with  which  he  was  fur- 
nifhed  by  his  f overeign,  in  order  to  fpare  the  further  effufion  of 
human  blood,  to  crufh  with  promptitude  the  fadions,  to  re-eRablifli 
a regular  government  in  France,  and  thereby  maintain  peace 
and  tranquillity  in  Europe.”  “ Decide,  therefore,”  add  she,  “ de- 
finitively and  with  precifion.  TruR  your  hopes  to  the  generofity 
of  a loyal  and  free  nation.  In  its  name  I have  juR  given  an  un- 
equivocal teRimony  to  jhe  well-difpofed  inhabitants  of  Marfeilles, 
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by  granting  to  the  eommifiioners  fent  on  board  the  fleet  under  my  BOOK  iv. 
command,  a pafTport  for  procuring  a quantity  of  grain,  of  which 
that  city  ftands  fo  much  in  need.  Be  explicit,  and  I fly  to  your  i7y3. 
fuccour,  in  order  to  break  the  chain  which  furrounds  you,  and 
to  be  the  inftrument  of  making  many  years  of  happinefs  fucceed 
to  four  years  of  mifery  and  anarchy,  in  which  your  deluded 
country  has  been  involved.” 

On  the  receipt  of  thefe  declarations-,  they  were  immediately 
communicated  by  the  general  committee  to  the  feftions  of  Toulon, 
and  a reply  returned  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants,  expreflive 
of  their  unanimous  wifh  to  rejed:  a conftitution  which  does 
not  promote  their  happinefs,  to  adopt  a monarchical  government, 
fuch  as  was  originally  decreed  by  the  conftituting  aflTembly  of 
1 789  ; and  that  in  confequence  they  have  proclaimed  Louis  XVII. 
fen  of  Louis  XVI.  king,  fworn  to  acknowledge  him,  and  no 
longer  to  fulfer  the  defpotifm  of  the  tyrants  which  at  this  time 
rule  France.”  They  alfo  promife,  that  the  white  flag  lhall 
be  hoifted  the  moment  the  Englifh  fquadron  anchors  in  the 
road  of  Toulon;”  “that  the  fhips  of  war  now  there  fhall  be 
difarmed “ that  the  citadel  and  the  forts  on  the  coaft  fhall  be 
provifionally  at  the  difpofal  of  the  faid  admiral ;”  but  ftipulate 
that  when  peace  is  re-eftablifhed  in  France,  “ the  fhips  and  forts 
which  may  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  fhall  be  reftored* 
to  the  French  nation  in  the  fame  flate  they  were  in  when  the  ia- 
veptory  was  delivered.” 

However,  although  the  central  committee,  compofed  of  the 
chief  inhabitants  of  Toulon,  had  agreed  to  furrender  the  port, 
arfenals,.  and  forts,  in  truft  to  admiral  Hood,  and  had  proclaimed 
Louis  XVII. ; yet  a great  portion  of  the  people,  and  even  the 
galley  flaves,  were  averfe  from  both  of  thefe  meafures.  But  the 
moft  formidable  oppofition  originated  on  the  part  of  the  failors 
on  board  the  fleet.  Rear-admiral  Trogoff  had  indeed  entered  into 
all  the  views  of  the  Britifh  commanderj  but  he  found  a powerful 
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BOOK  IV.  adverfary  in  St.  Jullen  *.  This  officer  had  been  charged  by 
CHAP^^  deputies  on  miffion  at  Marfeilles,  to  caufe  him- 

felf  to  be  recognifed  as  admiral  in  chief,  and  to  adopt  proper 
meafures  for  the  fafety  of  the  navy ; he  accordingly  aflembled 
and  communicated  the  order  to  the  crews  of  the  men-of-war,  by 
whom  he  was  inftantly  elected  their  chief.  On  this,  Trogoff 
' retired  to  the  city,  and  took  pofleffion  of  the  forts  on  the  left  of 

the  harbour ; after  a variety  of  meafures  had  been  recurred  to  in 
vain,  on  purpofe  to  gain  over  the  captains,  the  revolutionary  com- 
mittee declared,  that  it  would  only  allow  the  fpace  of  half  an 
hour  for  them  to  confent  to  the  introduction  of  the  combined  fleet, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  period,  the  forts  fliould  fire  with  red- 
hot  fliot  on  their  fhips.  Thefe  menaces,  inftead  of  intimidating 
the  fquadron,  feemed  to  render  it  more  determined ; and  it  was 
declared  by  the  council  of  officers,  “ that  they  would  rather  de- 
molifh  the  city,  and  perifh  themfelves,  than  confent  to  the 
entrance  of  the  enemy’s  fquadron  into  the  port  of  Toulon.” 

Both  parties  were  now  about  to  recur  to  extremities,  when 
foine  of  the  townfmen,  knowing  that  the  commanders  of  feveral 
of  the  {hips  were  not  unfriendly  to  their  views,  determined  to 
enter  into  a negociation,  and  depend  upon  fedudion  rather  than 
force.  Means  were  accordingly  recurred  to  for  this  purpofe, 
which  in  the  end  proved  fuccefsful ; and  Trogoff*  having  hoifted 
his  flag  on  board  a corvette,  under  protection  of  the  ram- 
parts, immediately  failed  for,  and  anchored  in  the  roads.  On 
his  arrival  within  fight  of  the  fleet,  he  fired  a gun,  and  threw 
out  a fignal  for  the  Ihips  to  join  him.  Oil  this,  nearly  all  of 
them  iiiluted  their  former  admiral,  and  placed  themfelves  under 
his  command-  St.  Julien,  to  whom  the  crews  of  feven  veffels 
ftill  remained  faithful,  was  defirous  of  oppofing  the  entrance  of 
the  enemy,  but  feeing  himfelf  abandoned  by  the  officers,  he  was 


* Klft.  Phllof.  (le  1,1  Revolution,  tom.  IV.  p.  392. 
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under  the  neceffity  of  withdrawing,  and.  made  his  efcape 
boat 


in  his  book  iv. 


CHAP.  L 


All  oppofition  being  now  at  an  end,  fifteen  hundred  men  i79'l 
were  landed  from  the  Englilh  fleet,  who  immediately  took  pof-  obtain  p°of-^ 
feflioa  of  fort  Malgue,  by  means  of  a detachment  under  captain 
Elphinftone,  as  well  as  of  the  batteries  at  the  mouth  of  the  [Auguft  2s.] 
harbour.  On  this  the  French  fhips  were  warped  into  the  inner 
road  according  to  agreement,  and  the  Spanifh  admiral  having 
joined  next  day,  the  combined  fquadrons  anchored  in  the  outer  [Auguft  29.1 
road,  after  which  one  thoufand  Spaniards  were  fent  on  fhore 
to  augment  the  Englifh  garrifon ; rear-admiral  Goodall  was 
declared  governour,  and  rear-admiral  Gravina  commandant,  of  the. 
troops. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Carteaux  having  advanced  againfl:' 
and  taken  pofTeflion  of  Marfeilles,  the  wreck  of  the  departmental, 
army  took  refuge  in  Toulon,  and  was  accompanied  by  a crowd 
of  unfortunate  individuals  of  both  fexes,  who  fled  from  death 
and  perfecution,  to  court  the  protection  of  the  Englifh.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  latter  had  fcarcely  taken  pofTeflion  of  the 
place,  when  Barras  and  Freron,  the  two  national  commiflioners  at 
Marfeilles,  made  incredible  exertions  to  regain  the  chief  fea-port 
in  the  Mediterranean.  They  accordingly  prefled  the  liege  of 
Lyons,  that  the  troops,  employed  in  the  conqueft  of  that  city 
might  be  at  their  difpofal,  and  fubjeCted  the  merchants  of  Mar- 
feilles to  a loan  of  four  millions  of  livres.  The  convention  alfo- 
difplayed  an  uncommon  degree  of  energy  upon  this  occafion. 


* When  admiral  St.  Julien  had  landed,  he  at  firft  purpoled  to  joimthe  army  of  Carteaux, 
then  before  Marfeilles  ; but  not  choofing  to  truft  to  a fanguinary  government  that  made 
but  little  ditFerence  between  the  innocent  ansi  the  guilty,  he  took  once  more  to  his  boat, 
and  furrendered  himfelf  to  the  Spanifh  admiral,  who  fent  him  a prifoner  to  Barcelona. 

Trogoff  repaired  to  the  combined  fleet,  and  died  on  board  the  Commerce  de  Mar- 
feilles. Many  hundreds  of  the  failors  continued  fo  refractory,  that  it  was  foon  after  found 
aecelTary  to  fend  them  to  a French  port. 
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BOOK  IV.  and  not  only  ordered  all  the  departments  of  the  Sou  t hto  provide 
bodies  of  troops,  but  tranfmitted  immenfe  fums  in  aflignats,  for 
1793.  purpofe  of  raifing,  arming,  and  equipping  a multitude  of 

new  battalions. 

While  the  army  deftined  to  befiege  Toulon  was  colleding, 
Carteaux  approached  that- place  and  took  poll  at  a fmall  diftance. 
[Auguft  31.]  On  this  captain  Elphinftone  marched  out  with  a body  of  troops, 
confifting  of  three  hundred  Englifh,  and  an  equal  number  of 
Spanifh,  and  found  the  French  force  to  confift  of  about  feven 
hundred  men,  with  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a few  cavalry.  The 
Skirmldies  enemy  was  Rationed  in  the  village  of  Ollouilles,  uppn  the  fide  of 
French'and^  a fteep  hill,  having  a deep  ravine  in  front  with  a ftone  bridge 
thegarnfon.  Qygj.  defended  by  two  pieces  of  artillery;  the  windows  of 
the  adjoining  houfes  were  filled  with  mufquetry : about  two 
hundred  yards  further  up  the  eminence,  at  a ruinous  caftle,  were 
alfo  polled  a couple  of  cannbn,  and  the  walls,  of  the  adjacent 
vineyards  were  lined  with  foldiers. 

Although  it  was  now  half  pall  fix  in  the  evening,  and  the 
•French  royalifts  and  cannon  exped;ed  from  Toulon  had  not  yet 
arrived,  captain  Elphinftone  determined  on  an  immediate  attack, 
and  after  keeping  up  an  inceflant  fire  on  the  artillery  Rationed  at 
the  bridge,  he  advanced  in  column,  and  rulhed  forward  on  the 
enemy,  who  immediately  abandoned  all  their  polls,  and  left 
the  vi(ftors  in  poflelfion  of  their  cannon,  horfes,  ammunition, 
and  two  Hand  of  colours. 

Carteaux,  however,  foon  colledted  a body  of  five  thoufand 
men,  and  not  only  harafled  the  garrifon,  but  adlually  took  pof- 
[Stpt.  8.]  felfion  of  the  gorges  of  Ollouilles,  and  occupied  one  of  the 
advanced  polls,  not  exadlly  fituated  in  the  regular  line  of  defence, 
whicliTt  had  been  determined  to  abandon ; the  Spaniards,  confifting 
of  about  four  hundred  troops,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
national  guards  who  were  left  in  polfelfion  of  it,  fuffered  con- 
liderably  upon  this  occafion;  and  the  coalefced  powers  now  deem- 
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cd  it  prudent  to  concentrate  their  forces  within  the  forts  that 
protected  the  place. 

Toulon,  before  which  the  duke  of  Savoy  and  prince  Eu- 
gene were  foiled  at  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury when  it  was  only  defended  by  the  cannon  placed  on  its 
ramparts,  appeared  at  this  period  to  be  rendered  nearly  inex- 
pugnable, by  the  zeal  and  induftry  of  the  Englifh,  now  com- 
manded by  lord  Mulgrave,  who  ferved  in  the  capacity  of  briga- 
dier-general. Finding  that  the  forts  Faron,  Balaguier,  La  Malgue, 
and  L’Equillete,  were  overlooked  and  commanded  by  the  adja- 
cent hills,  thefe  heights  were  crowned  with  redoubts,  the  crofs- 
fire  from  which  feemed  to  interdid:  all  approach.  A new  fort 
was  alfo  conftruded  at  Malboufquet  j encampments  were  formed 
at  St.  Roch,  at  Equillete,  and  at  Balaguier  ; the  laft  of  which 
was  termed  the  grand  camp  by  the  Englifh,  and  Little  Gibraltar 
by  the  French  j*.  The  redoubts  were  all  defended  by  heavy 
artillery,  taken  from  the  lower  decks  of  the  French  line  of  battle 
fliips ; a body  of  infantry  from  the  Spanifh  army  in  the  Rouf- 
fil'on  entered  the  place  at  this  period,  while  two  thoufand  of 
his  Sicilian  rnajefty’s  beft  troops,  under  the  command  of  bri- 
gadier-general Pignatelli,  arrived  on  board  a fmall  fquadron,  and 
more  were  expeded  daily ; a confiderable  detachment  from  the 
army  of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  confifting  entirely  of  grenadiers 
and  chafTeurs,  was  alfo  fent  to  the  fuccour  of  the  garrifon  at  the 
fame  time  X' 

On  the  other  hand,  Barras  and  Frdon  affembled  all  the  young 
men  placed  in  a ftate  of  jequifitipn  in  the  neighbouring  depart- 
ments ; the  befieging  army  was  fupplied  with  an  iminenfe 
quantity  of  artillery;  and  a reinforcement  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
men  expeded  the  moment  that  Lyons  had  furrendered. 


* Jn  1707.  f Hiftoire  Philof,  de  la  Revolution,  t.  V.  p.  178. 

t London  Gazette  Extraordinary,  dated  “ Whitehall,  Oflober  23,” 
VOL.  I.  3 N 
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BOOK  IV.  During  this  Interval,  both  armies  were  occupied  about  the 
attack  and  defence  of  detached  ports.  The  French  having  opened 
1793.  two  mafqued  batteries  at  La  Petite  Garenne,  and  a third  the  day 
[Sept.  IS.]  Lgg  Gaux,  funk  one  of  the  gun-boats  employed  againft 

them  ; on  the  other  hand;  lord  Mulgrave  fent  a detachment  to 
[Sept.  21.]  occupy  the  heights  of  La  Grafle,  which  commanded  a complete 
view  of  the  whole  extent  of  the  enemy’s  pofition  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  Toulon ; and  the  Britirti  feamen  having  dragged  heavy 
cannon  up  a very  fteep  afeent  with  infinite  labour,  and  ex- 
traordinary expedition,  this  important  port,  which  completely 
covered  the  outward  roadfted,  was  put  in  a complete  ftate  of 
defence. 

The  enemy,  however,  were  on  their  fide  Indefatigable  ; and 
after  detaching  various  bodies  of  men  in  different  diredions, 
with  a view  of  attradling  the  attention  of  the  garrifon,  they 
adiually  conceived  and  executed  a- plan,  which,  even  at  that  early 
period  of  the  fiege,  was  calculated  to  render  the  poffeflion  of 
Toulon  precarious.  Being  well  aware  of  the  immenfe  advantages 
likely  to  be  derived  from  the  poffertion  of  the  port  of  Faron,  an 
[Slept.  30.]  attaek  was  made  upon  it  by  night.  In  confequence  of  this,  a 
picquet  of  fixty  men  was  driven  in  from  the  Pas  de  la  Malgue 
about  break  of  day,  and  on  returning  to  the  redoubt  of  Faron 
they  found  that  it  had  been  abandoned  by  the  Spanifli  garrifon, 
and  foon  after  taken  porteffion  of,  as  well  as  the  fummit  of  the 
adjoining  mountain,  confidered  hitherto  as  nearly  inacceffible. 

No  fooner  was  this  unlucky  event  known  at  Toulon,  than  a 
council  of  officers  * was  affembled,  and  it  was  determined  to 
make  an  attack  on  the  weft,  while  governour  Elphinftone  effedied 


* Admiral  Gravima,  brigadier-general  Lequierda^  brigadier-general  prince  de  Pignatelli, 
and  lieutenant-colonel  chevalier  de  Pvevel,  of  the  foreign  troops,  with  governours  Goodall, 
Elphinftone,  and  brigadier-general  Mulgrave,  of  the  Britilh,  were  the  ©IRcers  who  affembled 
upon  this  occafioB. 
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a diverfion  on  the  fide  of  the  redoubt  of  Faron.  The  BrItilhBOOK  iv, 
and  Piedmontefe  troops,  formed  into  a column  ui>def  lord 
Mulgrave,  led  the  way,  while  another  under  admiral  Gravina, 
confifting  of  Spaniards  and  Neapolitans,  followed;  lord  Hood 
in  the  mean  time  having  undertaken  the  care  of  Toulon  and 
fort  La  Malgue,  to  enable  a greater  force  to  be  detached  from  [oa.  1.3 
thefe  places.  The  enemy,  who  had  from  eighteen  hundred 
to  two  thoufand  men  polled  on  the  heights,  defended  their  po- 
fition,  and  an  obflinate  engagement  enfued;  but  the  French  were 
at  length  obliged  to  abandon  the  redoubt,  and  retire  in  confu- 
fion,  having  experienced  a fevere  lofs  *. 

A FEW  days  after  this,  a fuccefsful  fally  was  alfo  made  againfl  [Oa.  8.3 
fome  works  eredled  on  the  heights  f ; but  the  enemy  foon  fired 
heavy  cannon  and  mortars  as  before,  from  two  new  batteries 
at  La  Hauteur  des  Moulins,  and  two  more  on  the  Hauteur  de 
Reinier.  The  vice-admiral  being  apprehenfive  left  the  fleet 
might  fuffer  from  the  latter  of  thefe,  it  was  accordingly  deter- 
mined to  deftroy  them.  A detachment  of  Britifh  infantry,  ma-  [oa.  iC] 
rines,  Piedmontefe,  and  French  royalifts,  was  accordingly  ordered 
under  arms  at  eight  o’clock  at  night  for  that  purpofe ; and  an  in- 


* Lord  Hood,  in  his  dlfpatch  to  the  Admiralty,  dated  “ "Viaory,  Toulon  Road,  Oc- 
tober 6,  l/yS,”  obferves  “ that  the  aaion  was  fliort,  but  hot.  The  enemy,”  adds  he, 
had  u}X)n  the  heights  from  1800  to  2000  men,  the  flower  of  the  eaftcrn  army,  not  a 
fouith  part  of  which,  we  are  well  informed,  ever  returned  to  head-quarters  j for  what  did 
not  fall  by  the  bullet  or  bayonet,  broke  their  necks  in  tumbling  headlong  over  the  pre- 
cipices in  their  flight.” 

“ Our  march  to  the  top  of  the  height,  where  the  new-ereaed  batteries  of  the 
enemy  had  been  conftruaed,  was  performed  with  all  poffible  expedition,  the  troops  ob- 
ferving  the'  greatefl:  order  and  filence;  by  which,  with  the  aid  of  the  French  deferter,  who 
anfwercd  the  fcntincls  of  the  enemy  as  we  palfed  them,  our  advanced  party  arrived  at  the 
entrance  into  their  firfl:  battery  perfeaiy  undifcovered  : the  firft  fentinel  having  been  put 
to  death,  the  advanced  party,  compofed  of  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of  the  Britith 
line,  under  the  command  of  captain  Stewart  of  the  2.5lh  regiment,  very  gallantly  ruflied 
in,  and  put  every  man  to  the  bayonet  that  oppofed  them.” — Extrad  of'  a report  from  captain. 
Brerelon  to  lord  Mulgrave. 
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BOOK  JV.  telligent  Hdeferter  having  given  correct  information  relative  to  the 
fituation  of  the  enemy,  and  the  approaches  to  their  works,  the 
i79'3.  expedition,  commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel  Nugent,  proved 
fuccefsful. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  partial  defeats,  the  French  army, 
which  increafed  hourly,  redoubled  its  activity,  and  fkirmifhes 

[Oft.  14.]  took  place  daily.  At  length,  however,  a large  detachment  of 
the  enemy,  under  general  Lapoype,  ftoriiied  and  took  poiTelTion 
of  the  heights  of  Cape  Brun,  which  they  carried  after  an 
obftinate  refinance,  by  means  of  their  fuperiour  numbers^  Lord 
Mulgrave,  on  obtaining  intelligence  of  this  unfortunate  event, 
marched  out  againft  them,  but  no  engagement  occurred';  and  it 
became  evident  from  this  period,  that  the  fate  of  the  garrifon,  in 
Gonfequence  of  the  ardour  and  perfeverance  of  the  enemy,  be- 
came daily  more  critical. 

j^Oft.  27.]  Towards  the  end  of  the  month  a reinforcement^  arrived 
from  Gibraltar  along  with  lieutenant-general  O’Hara,  who  had 
been  appointed  governour  of  Toulon  and  its  dependencies. 

[Noy,  15.]  A few  days  after,  the  French  repeatedly  attacked  fort  Mulgrave, 
on  the  heights  of  Balaguier,  one  of  the  moll  elfential  forts 
appertaining  to  the  place,  as  it  covered  both  the  town  and  har- 
bour ; but  they  were  repulfed  by  the  bravery  of  the  Britiflt 
troops  who  defended  it,  with  the  lofs  of  feveral  hundred  men.  - 
In  the  mean  time  admiral  lord  Hood,  fir  Gilbert  Elliot,  and 
general  O’Hara,  were  appointed  “ commiflioners  plenipotentiary,” 
under  the  great  feal  of  England;  and  being  all  prefent,  proceeded 
to  a£t  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  They  accord- 
ingly communicated  his  majelly’s  declaration,  which  contained 
fome  e'xpreffions  f not  d^eemed  llrid;Iy  conformable  to  the  fpirit 


* This  confifted  of  the  ift  battalion  of  the  royals,  the  18th  regimenti  and  a battalion  of 
the  royal  artillery. 

f In  Article  I.  It  is  dated,  “ When  monarchy  fliall  be  reftored  In  France,  and  a treaty 
-<if  conclnded,  Jlipidaling  in  Jiavour  nf  his  7nnjejly  and  Us  allies,  the  rejlitution  of  all 
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of  the  engagements  entered  into  by  lord  Hood.  The  inhabitants  BOOK  iv. 
too  were  anxious  for  the  prefence  of  Monfieur,  brother  to  the 
late  king,  v;hom  they  wifhed  to  receive  in  the  character  of  regent 
of  France ; but  this  favour  was  denied  them,  as  the  fundlions  of 
the  eount  de  Provence  could  not  be  exercifed,  “ without  de- 
priving his  Britannick  majefty,  before  the  ftipulated  time,  of  that 
authority  with  which  he  has  been  entrufted  at  Toulon.” 

By  this  time  Lyons  had  capitulated  to  the  troops  belonging  to 
the  convention,  and  a powerful  army  now  inveftcd  Toulon  ; the 
forces  in  which,  although  numerous,  appertained  to  different  na- 
tions, and  were  not  animated  either  by  the  fame  fentiments  or  the 
fame  interefts.  On  the  other  hand,  the  deputies  with  the  French 
army  provided  cannon,  ammunition,  and  provilions,  in  abundance ; 
whatever  the  beliegers  required  was  obtained  inftantly  by  requi- 
htion,  and  all  the  exploitsof  the  foldiery  were  at  once  witneffed  and 
rewarded  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people.  Dugommier,  a 
general  who  had  already  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  vidlories 

over  the  forces  of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  was  now  appointed  com- 

* 

mander  in  chief ; and  as  the  furrender  of  the  great  naval  arfenal 
of  the  fouth  greatly  depended  on  the  management  of  the  immenfe 
artillery  employed  againft  it,  great  pains  were  taken  to  find  an  en- 
gineer every  way  worthy  of  the  occafion.  Such  a perfon  was  at 
length  difcovered  in  Napoleone  Bonaparte,  an  obfcure  Corfican, 
who  had  been  educated  at  the  military  academy  in  France,  and 
ferved  as  a lieutenant  in  the  regiment  of  La  Fere.  Having  fled 
from  the  troubles  that  prevailed  in  his  native  ifland,  he  now  offered 


cmquefls  made  hy  Trance  during  the  war,  and  ajujl  indemnyication  for  the  Ioffes  and  cxpenccs 
thereby  incurred,  and  a proper  fecurity  for  the  future,  his  majefiy  will  caufe  the  town,  forts, 
and  harbour  of  Toulon,  together  with  the  fhips  and  (lores  therein,  to  be  reftored,  accord- 
ing to  the  engagement  entered  into  by  the  faid  vice-admiral.”  It  ought  not  to  be  omitted 
here  however,  that  the  commiffioners,  in  a letter  to  Mr.  Dundas,  dated  “ Toulon,  No- 
Tember  23,  1793,”  exprefsly  affert,  “ that  his  majefty’s  mod  honourable  declaration  was  re- 
ceived with  the  ftrongefl  marks  of  gratitude  -and  latisfadlion.” 
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BOOK  IV,  his  fervices,  and  was  employed  by  the  deputy  Barras,  on  the  re- 
commendation  of  his  countryman  Salicetti,  and  contributed  not 
>793.  a little  by  his  military  talents  to  decide  both  the  fate  of  Toulon 
and  of  France. 

The  very  firft  operation  was  decifive  of  fuccefs.  Knowing 
that  the  pofleffion  of  Malboufquet,  one  of  the  principal  outpofts 
of  Toulon,  would  enable  him  to  bombard  the  town  and  arfenal, 
Bonaparte  accordingly  opened  a ftrong  battery  of  heavy  cannon 
and  mortars  on  the  height  of  Arenes,  which  annoyed  that 
pofition  exceedingly,  by  means  of  an  incelTant  fire  of  fhot  and 
Ihells.  As  it  became  neceffary  to  take  immediate  and  effedlual 
meafures  for  the  fecurity  of  fo  important  a poft,  governour 
O’Hara  determined  to  deftroy  the  new  works,  termed  the  con- 
vention-battery, and  bring  off  the  artillery. 

Having  accordingly  obtained  a reinforcement  of  feamen  from 
the  fleet,  to  defend  fome  redoubts  whence  he  propofed  to  with- 
draw the  foldiers,  at  five  o’clock  in  the  morning  he  fent  out  a 
£Nov.  30.]  detachment  confifting  of  four  hundred  Britifh,  three  hundred 
Sardinians,  fix  hundred  Neapolitans,  fix  hundred  Spaniards, 
and  four  hundred  French,  under  the  command  of  major-general 
David  Uundas.  Notwithftanding  thefe  different  bodies  were 
all  obliged  to  crofs  a river  on  a fingle  bridge,  to  divide  after- 
wards into  four  columns,  to  march  acrofs  olive  grounds,  and 
to  afcend  a very  confiderable  height  cut  into  vine  terraffes, 
they  were  fortunate  enough  to  furprife  the  Redoubt.  Not  con- 
tent with  this  fuccefs,  by  which  they  had  fully  effedled  all  the 
objects  of  the  expedition,  the  troops,  flufhed  wfith  victory,  and 
trufting  to  their  good  fortune,  rufhed  forward,  and  defcended  the 
hill  after  a flying  enemy. 

This  unlucky  incident  was  not  overlooked  by  the  French  ge- 
nerals, who  immediately  advanced  with  a confiderable  body  of 
troops,  attacked  the  affailants,  now  in  diforder  by  the  rapidity 
of  their  purfuit  and  the  unevennefs  of  the  country,  and  obliged 
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them  in  their  turn  to  retire  with  precipitation.  The  gallant  BOOK  IV. 
lieutenant-general  O’Hara,  on  this  occafion,  received  a wound  in 
the  arm,  and  being  rendered  faint  by  the  lofs  of  blood,  was 
obliged  to  fit  down  under  a wall,  where  he  was  taken  prifone? 
feveral  ofher  officers  alfo  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 

The  events  of  this  day,  added  to  the  capture  of  the  brave 
officer  who  had  ad:ed  both  in  the  capacity  of  gcvernour  and 
military  commander,  contributed  not  a little  to  raife  the  expec- 
tations of  the  befiegers  ; they  now  began  to  make  nearer  ap- 
proaches to  the  place,  and,  by  means  of  their  batteries,  not  only 
attacked  the  polls  of  Malboufquet,  Le  Brun,  and  fort  Miilgrave, 
on  the  heights  of  Balaguier,  at  the  fame  time,  but  threatened  a 
general  affault. 

Nor  were  thefe  events  to  be  defpifed.  The  garrifon  at  this 
period  was  reduced  to  the  moll  alarming  fituation ; and  the 
enemy,  whofe  force  was  conllantly  increafing,  amounted  to 
nearly  forty  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  an  able  general,  while 


* Lord  Hood  in  his  dlfpatch  to  government,  dated  on  the  day  when  this  unfortunate 
event  took  place,  was  pleated  to  obferve  that,  “ the  governour  promifed  not  to  go  out 
himfelf,  but  unfortunately  did  not  keep  his  word.”  This  remark,  which  feems  to  implicate 
fomething  like  reproach,  was  undoubtedly  produced  by  the  bitternefs  of  his  lordQiip’s  grief 
at  the  event  of  this  unfortunate  expedition.  The  letter  of  fir  Gilbert  Elliot,  on  the  other 
hand,  contains  a complete  juftitication  of  his  excellency  : “ It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that 
general  O’Hara  was,  on  every  occafion,  fo  prodigal  of  his  perfon ; but  the  misfortune 
which  has  befallen  him,  and  the  fevere  lofs  which  the  fervice  fufiains  by  his  capture,  cannot 
be  afcribedeven  to  this  honourable  fault ; for  he  did  not  himfelf  afcend  the  battery  till  it  was 
poflTeffed  by  our  troops,  and  there  was  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  objeft  of  the  day  had  been 
obtained.  The  reverfe  was  fo  fudden,  and  his  prefence  mull  have  appeared  fo  material 
towards  refloring  order,  and  retrieving  the  error  which  had  been  committed  by  the  troops, 
that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if,  with  his  fpirlt,  he  became  expofed  to  perfonal  hazard. 
His  wound,  thcmgh  not  dangerous  or  ferlous,  has  bled  much  ; and,  added  to  the  exertion 
he  had  before  made,  weakened  him  fo  much,  that  he  could  not  retire  many  paces  with  the 
troops,  but  infilled  on  being  left  by  two  foldiers  who  were  conducing  him,  and  whom  he 
ordered  to  proceed  and  fave  themfelves.”  Extras  of  a Utter  to  the  right  honourable  Henrif 
Duridas,  dated  Toulon,  December '\,  1793. 
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BOOK  IV.  the  batteries  were  managed  under  the  diredion  of  one  of  the 
beft  engineers  of  his  age.  On  the  other  hand,  the  allied  tropps, 
1793.  compofed  of  five  different  nations  and  languages,  never  exceeded 
twelve  thoufand  rank  and  file  With  thefe,  now  greatly 
diminiflied  by  death  and  difeale,  a circumference  of  fifteen  miles, 
for  the  defence  of  the  town  and  harbour,  was  to  be  occupied  and 
defended,  by  means  of  eight  principal  and  fev^ral  intermediate 
polls,  which  alone  required  nearly  nine  thoufand  men. 

The  French  being  determined  to  pulh  on  the  fiege  with  in- 
[Dec.  i6.]  creafed  vigour,  relieved  fuch  of  their  troops  as  were  fatigued, 
by  frelh  ones,  and  at  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  opened  two 
new  batteries  on  fort  Mulgrave,  and  from  thefe  and  three  former 
ones  continued  a very  heavy  cannonade  and  bombardment, 
which  killed  many  of  the  troops,  and  deftroyed  the  works.  As 
[Dec.  17.]  the  weather  proved  rainy,  they  afterwards  found  means  to  alfemble 
a large  body  of  forces  fecretly,  with  which  they  ftormed  the 
fortification,  and  entered  with  fcrewed  bayonets  by  that  fide 
defended  by  the  Spaniards.  On  this  the  Britilh,  and  fuch  of  the 
other  troops  as  had  not  been  killed  during  the  alfault,  were 
obliged  to  retire  towards  the  fliore  of  Balaguier. 

At  day-break  another  attack  took  place  on  all  the  polls  occupied 
by  the  garrifon  on  the  mountain  of  Faron.  They  were  |repulfed 
however  on  the  eall  fide,  by  about  feven  hundred  men,  com- 
manded by  colonel  Le  Jermagnan,  a Piedmontefe  officer,  who 
perifhed  upon  this  occafion  j but  they  found  means  to  penetrate 
by  the  back  of  the  mountain,  although  eighteen  hundred  feet 
high  and  deemed  inacceffible,  fo  as  to  occupy  the  fide  which 
overlooks  Toulon.  In  the  courfe  of  this  day’s  fight,  all  the 
Englilh  troops  conduded  themfelves  with  great  bravery ; while 
the  French,  invigorated  by  zeal,  and  trufbing  to  their  numbers, 

— — 

^ See  major-general  Dcindas’s  letter,  dated  " Hiores  Bay,  December  ‘21,  17,93.” 
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charged  with  unufual  intrepidity  and  fuccefs.  The  deputy  Arena  BOOK  iv. 
headed  one  of  their  columns,  and  the  generals  Cervoni  and  Bo- 
naparte  particularly  diftinguifhed  themfelves 

A COUNCIL  of  flag  and  general  officers  now  affembled;  and  as 
it  was  deemed  impracticable  to  regain  the  polls  that  had  been 
taken,  and  the  town  was  not  tenable  while  they  remained  in  the 
polTeffion  of  the  enemy,  it  was  determined  to  evacuate  Toulon.  Toulon  aban-. 
The  troops  were  accordingly  withdrawn,  and  in  the  courfe  of  Allies. 
that  evening  the  combined  fleet  occupied  a new  ftation  in  the 
outer  road.  Early  next  morning,  the  fick,  wounded,  and  Britilh 
field  artillery,  were  fent  off  j the  Neapolitans,  after  abandoning 
the  port  of  Micifley  without  orders,  embarked  at  noon,  and 
meafures  were  taken  to  withdraw  the  Britilh,  Piedmontefe,  and 
Spaniards,  amounting  to  about  feven  thoufand  men,  during  the 
night.  "" 

As  the  enemy  now  commanded  the  town  as  well  as  fome  of  the 
Ihips  by  their  Ihot  and  Ihells,  it  became  neceflary  that  the  retreat 
fhould  take  place  as  fpeedily  as  poffible.  Lord  Hood  accordingly 
gave  orders  for  the  boats  of  the  fleet  to  alTemble  by  eleven  o’clock 
near  fort  Malgue  for  that  purpofe.  He  had  alfo  fettled  a plan  for 
dellroying  all  the  French  men-of-war  and  the  arfenal,  but  was  j)re- 
vented,  by  the  hidden  and  unexpected  evacuation  that  took  place, 
from  carrying  his  intentions  fully  into  execution.  Having  entrulled 
that  fervice  to  fir  Sydney  Smith,  the  latter  on  entering  the  dock-yard  sir  S.  Smith 
found  that  the  artificers  had  already  fubllituted  the  three-coloured  3°- 

cockade  to  the  white  one,  while  about  fix  hundred  galley  Haves, 
who  had  broken  their  fetters,  were  jealous  of  his  operations,  and 
would  have  exhibited  a determined  refillance,  had  he  not  pointed 
the  guns  of  two  veflels,  on  purpofe  to  keep  them  in  awe.  After 


* It  is  not  a little  remarkable,  that  all  of  thefe  were  foreigners.  Cervoni  v/as  a fubjeft 
of  the  king  of  Sardinia  ; while  Arena  and  Bonaparte  were  both  Corfieans,  born  anteriour 
to  the  period  when  their  country  was  fubjugaled  by  the  French. 
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HOOK  IV.  this,  he  fet  fire  to  ten  fhlps  of  the  line  and  the  arfenal,  as  well  as 
to  the  maft-houfe,  the  great  ftore-houfe,  and  other  buildings,  but 
1793.  the  calmnefs  of  the  evening  prevented  all  the  fuccefs  expected  from 
the  conflagration. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Spaniards,  inftead  of  fcuttling  and  fink- 
ing, fet  fire  to  the  powder  fhips,  and  they  as  well  as  the  Englilh 
were  foiled  in  the  attempt  to  cut  the  boom,  and  deftroy  the  men- 
of-war  in  the  bafon,  in  confequence  of  repeated  volleys  of  muf- 
quetry  from  the  flag-fhip,  and  the  wall  of  the  royal  battery.  The 
Hero  and  Themiftocles  were  however  fet  on  fire,  and  the  party 
left  for  this  purpofe,  after  a mofl:  defperate  fervice*,  effected 
their  retreat  j by  day-light  next  morning  all  the  Britifh,  Spanilh, 
and  Sicilian  fhips,  crowded  with  the  unfortunate  inhabitants, 
were  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy’s  vengeance.  Rear-ad- 
miral TrogolF,  on  .board  the  Commerce  de  Marfeilles,  with  the 
Ruiffant  and  Pompee,  two  other  fhips  of  the  line,  and  the  Pearl, 
Arethufa,  and  Topaze  frigates,  with  feveral  corvettes,  formed  part 
of  the  Englifh  fleet,  with  which  lord  Hood  proceeded  to  Hieres 
bay,  and  foon  after  landed  the  men,  women,  and  children,  with 
which  his  decks  were  encumbered. 

Thus,  after  a fiege  of  about  three  months,  and  an  IncefTant 
aflfault  of  five  fuccefiTive  days  and  nights,  Toulon  was  reftored  to 
France  the  befieging  army,  which  had  provided  four  thoufand 
ladders  for  an  alTault,  having  entered  it  at  feven  o’clock  in  the 
[Dec.  J9,]  morning  fubfequent  to  the  evacuation.  Of  the  inhabitants  who 
had  borne  arms  againft  their  country,  or  favoured  the  caufe  of  the 
allies,  fome  flill  remained,  and  thefe  either  put  an  end  to  their  ex-, 
.iflence  by  a voluntary  death,  or  perifhed  by  the  guillotine  or  the 
mufquet.  Here,  as  well  as  at  Marfeilles  and  Lyons,  the  moft 
cruel  punifhments  were  inflidted  on  the  royalifts  ; and  the  con- 
querours  not  only  fullied  their  vidtofy,  but  difgraced  themfelves,  by 


See  Appendix. 
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a terrible  and  indifcriminate  carnage*.  Workmen  were  adtually  BOOK  iv. 
invited  from  all  the  neighbouring  departments  to  deftroy  the  prin- 
cipal  houfes ; the  population  became  vifibly  decreafed  by  the  i793. 
daily  butchery  that  took  place  ; the  name  of  Toulon  was  changed 
for  that  of  Port  de  la  Montagne,  and  a grand  feftival  decreed  in 
honour  of  the  French  army. 


* The  following  authentick  extracts  and  notes  written  by  the  deputies  on  miffion,  will 
convey  to  the  indignant  reader  fome  idea  of  the  unbridled  vengeance  of  the  victors  : 

La  vengeance  nationale  fe  deploye.  On  fufille  a force.  Deja  tons  les  qffiders  de  la  marine 
font  extermines.  La  republlque  fera  vengee  d’une  maniere  digne  d’elle ; les  manes  des 
patriotes  feront  appaiftes.” 

“ Frekon  a Moyse  Bayek. 

“ Toulon,  6 Nivofe,  2e  ann6e  rcpublicaine. 

“ Cel  A va  bien  Ici  j nous  avons  requis  douze  milk  masons  des  departemens  environnans, 
pour  demolir  et  rafer  la  ville.  Tous  les  jours  depuis  notre  entree,  nous  fefons  tomber  deux 
cents  tetes.” 

(Signe)  " Feeron.” 

“ Toulon,  l6  riivofe.  * 

II  y a d6ja  huit  cents  Toulonnals  de  fufilles.” 

Freron.” 
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Campaign  on  the  'Rhine — 'The  Duke  of  Brunfvick  exhibits  great 
Talents  at  Pirmafens — Landau  invejled  and  the  Lines  of 
JVeiJfembourg  carried  by  the  Aufrians — Actions  at  Haguenau^ 
Brumpt^  and  Wauzenau — Fort  Louis  fur  renders — Pichegru 
and  Hoche  at  length  change  the  Fortune  of  the  Campaign — War 
in  La  Vendee^  and  on  the  Frontiers  of  Spain  and  Italy. 

BOOK  IV.  The  fortune  of  the  campaign  of  1793,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine,  was  various.  The  fame  caufes  that  had  contributed  to 
^793.  fucceffive  defeats  of  the  northern  army  and  the  lofs  of  Belgium, 
operated  there  alfo  with  nearly,  an  equal  degree  of  force  ; and  it 
was  not  until  the  jacobin  party  had  difplayed  an  unexampled 
degree  of  energy,  that  a change  propitious  to  the  caufe  of  France 
took  place. 

After  the  capture  of  Mentz,  which  contributed  in  fome  mea- 
fure  to  reftore  the  luftre  of  the  Pruffian  arms,  Frederick- William  II. 
remained  inadtive  until  reanimated  by  the  profpedt  of  a fubfidy  from 
England.  At  length,  however,  when  the  army  of  the  Mofelle 
had  been  forced  to  withdraw  behind  the  Sarre,  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick  once  more  took  the  field,  and  defeated  the  French, 
Aftion  at  who  had  marched  to  attack  him.  On  this  occafion  he  exhi- 
^Sept^^lT]  inftance  of  generalfliip  that  did  honour  to  the  old 

fchool ; for  by  turning  the  flanks  of  the  affailants  fie  obliged 
three  thoufand  of  them  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war,  and 
obtained  pofTeffion  of  twenty-feven  pieces  of  cannon  and  two 
howitzers.  After  this  be  made  fome  movements  in  fupport  of 
the  Auftrians,  who  had  hitherto  contended  on  unequal  terms 
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With  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  furprifed  a corps  of  French  book  iV. 
encamped  near  Bitche,  and  deftroyed  all  the  camp  equipage 
belonging  to  it,  while  Kalkreuth  defeated  another  body  that  U93. 
had  marched  againft  him,  and  cut  to  pieces  the  regiment  of  fans 
culottes. 

General  Wurmser  took  advantage  of  this  career  of  fuccefs  Landau  in- 

, , veiled,  and 

to  inveft  Landau  ; after  this  he  advanced  againft  the  lines  of  the  lines  of 
Lauter  and  Weiflembourg,  which  he  attacked  with  his  troops  bour^^c'ai-rled . 
divided  into  fix  columns,  carried  the  different  redoubts  con-  [Oa.  i3} 
ftrudted  in  front  of  the  French  camps  by  affault,  feized  on  all  the 
tents,  nine  ftandards,  and  twenty- fix  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
would  have  deftroyed  the  greater  part  of  the  enemy  had  not 
. their  retreat  been  favoured  by  a fog  *. 

The  difafters  of  the  French  did  not  end  here,  for  Haguenau  Aaions  at 
furrendered  to  general  Mezaros,  the  enemy  were  beaten  next  day 
at  Brumpt,  the  important  pofition  at  Wauzenau,  with  all  the  [Oa.  17.] 
camp  equipage  was  feized  upon  nearly  at  the  fame  time  by  the  WauLnau. 
Auftrians,  while  Fort  Louis,  with  a garrifon  of  four  thoufand  [oa.  25.] 
men,  furrendered  after  a fiege  of  only  four  days.  But  here  the  Surrender  of 
tide  of  victory  ceafed  ^to  flow  in  its  former  direction,  for  the  j 

committee  of  publick  fafety  being  now  determined  to  obtain  a 
decided  fuperiority,  reinforced  the  army  of  the  Rhine  with  that 
of  the  Mofelle,  and  augmented  both  by  means  of  new  levies. 

The  fucceffes  that  enfued  are  to  be  chiefly  attributed  however 
to  the  two  generals  employed  upon  this  cccafion.  Plchegru, 
but  lately  a ferjeant  of  artillery,  conceived  an  admirable  plan  for 
reconquering  Alface,  and  he  was  ably  feconded  on  this  occafion 
by  Hoche,  who,  like  himfelf,  had  wielded  a halbert  before  he 
was  permitted  to  grafp  a truncheon.  From  this  moment  a new 


* The  French  aflert  that  they  were  betrayed  upon  this  occafion  and  Ifan^bcrt,  a general 
of  brigade,  was  condemned  to  death  at  Sirafburgh,  for  having  abandoned  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal redoubts  at  the  attack  of  the  lines  of  WeiiTembourg. 
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1793. 

{[Nov.  l7.] 


[Nov.  29  & 
30.] 

V’lftorles  of 
Pichegru  and 
Iloche. 

[Dec.  22.] 


[Dec.  26.] 


War  in  La 
Vendee. 


fpirit  was  infufed  into  the  troops,  and  it  was  determined,  both  on 
the  part  of  the  leaders  and  the  foldiery,  either  to  conquer  or 
perifli.  The  Pruffians  were  now  attacked  and  defeated  at  Sar- 
bruck  ; in  the  courfe  of  the  next  morning  their  camp  at  Bliefcaftel 
was  ftormed,  and  in  three  days  more  Deux- Fonts  was  captured ; 
but  the  enemy  were  repulfed  with  great  lofs  by  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick  in  two  attacks  near  Lantern. 

These  partial  defeats,  however,  feemed  only  to  redouble  their 
exertions,  for  the  redoubts  of  Haguenau  being  carried  by-  the 
bayonet,  the  allies  were  driven  from  the  town  with  great 
{laughter,  and  the  heights  of  Reifhoffen,  Jauderfhoffen,  and 
Wrotte,  deemed  more  impregnable  than  thofe  of  Gemappe, 
were  ftormed  in  fucceftion.  At  length,  after  a feries  of  battles, 
hitherto  unexampled  in  modern  warfare,  the  republican  army 
regained  pofTeffton  of  WeiiTembourg,  the  fiege  of  Landau  was 
raifed.  Fort  Louisr  was  evacuated,  and  Kaiferflautern,  Germer- 
fheim,  and  Spires,  fubmitted  to  the  French. 

Such  was  the  fpirit  of  enthufiafm  with  which  the  republicans 
on  this  frontier  were  adfuated,  that  general  Wurmfer,  who  had 
fo  lately  attempted  to  obtain  Straiburgh  by  a fecret  negociation, 
and  Landau  by  force,  was  now  obliged  to  retreat  acrofs  the 
Rhine,  while  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  aftonifhed  at  the  zeal  and 
aftivity  of  the  enemy,  and  uncertain  of  the  ultimate  inten- 
tions of  the  two  young  generals  who  now  fuftained  the  glory  of 
their  country,  made  a hafty  retreat  to  cover  Mentz,  and  foon 
withdrew  from  the  command  in  difguft. 

But  although  fortune,  in  almoft  every  other  portion  of  the  feat 
of  war,  feemed  difpofed  to  fecond  the  energetick  efforts  of  the 
French  government,  Ihe  ftill  appeared  unpropitious  in  La 
Vendee,  a country  hitherto  unfubdued  either  by  the  gallantry  of 
the  republican  battalions  or  the  favage  ferocity  of  the  triumphant 
fadtion.  In  the  courfe  of  trie  fummer  the  towns  of  Saumur 
and  Machicoul  were  feized  upon  by  the  royalifts,  and  al- 
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though  they  were  afterwards  defeated  before  Nantz,  and  re- BOOK  iv. 
peatedly  routed  by  the  garrifon  of  Mentz,  yet  it  was  found 
impoffible  to  quell  them  entirely.  At  length  Barrere  obtained  1793. 
a decree  for  putting  an  end  to  the  war  in  the  courfe  of  “ a 
fmgle  month  ^ and  fuch  was  his  prefumption,  that  he  foon 
after  announced  “ the  total  extin^lion  of  the  rebellion,”  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  fucceffes  obtained  at  Mortagne,  Chollet,  Chatillon, 
and  Beaupreaux,  while  Merlin  of  Thionville,  on  his  arrival  from 
the  weftern  army,  announced  with  a favage  joy,  “that  the  in- 
furgent  territories  were  reduced  to  a heap  of  allies,  and  foaking 
in  blood.” 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  inhabitants  of  the  difaffeded 
departments  appeared  frequently  in  arms,  fought  feveral  adions, 
and  adually  befieged  fome  of  the  neighbouring  towns.  The  chiefs 
too,  who  had  relied  before  entirely  on  their  own  ftrength,  now 
thought  proper  to  enter  into  correfpondence  with  foreign  powers, 
and  to  obtain  fuccour  from  England,  they  made  an  attack 
on  Granville,  with  a view  of  keeping  open  a communication, 
and  facilitating  the  reception  of  fupplies  ; but  having  failed 
in  their  attempt,  and  La  Roche  Jacquelin,  one  of  the  braveft 
of  their  leaders,  being  killed  upon  this  occafion,  a body  of 
troops  "which  had  failed  to  their  afhftance  at  the  clofe  of  the  . 
year,  under  the  command  of  lord  Moira,  returned  to  England, 
and  the  expedition  was  abandoned. 

But  fuch  was  the  nature  of  this  conteft,  that  out  of  the  afhes 
of  La  Vendee  new  armies  feemed  to  arife,  and  although  frelli 
vidtories  were  announced  daily  in  the  convention,  yet  it  became 


* The  following  is  a copy  of  the  proclamation  iffued  upon  this  occafion  to  the  army  of 
the  Weft  ; 

“ Soldiers  of  liberty  ! the  rebels  of  La  Vendee  ought  to  be  exterminated  before  the  end 
of  the  month  of  Oiftober  ; the  fafety  of  the  country  requires,  the  impatience  of  t.ie  French 
commands,  your  courage  ought  to  accomplifh  it.  The  national  gratitude  awaits  all 
thofe  who  fight  to  fecure  liberty  and  equality  !” 
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BOOK  IV.  manifeft  that  this  domeftick  conflidh  was  far  more  terrible  than  all 
the  united  difafters  of  the  many  foreign  wars  in  which  France 
1793.  was  now  involved. 

Hostilities  on  the  frontiers  of  Spain  and  Italy  participated 
of  the  general  fortune  of  the  campaign,  being  carried  on  in  a 
languid  manner  at  the  commencement,  and  increafmg  in  vigour 
and  animation  towards  the  conclufion.  Early  in  the  fpring,  Don 
Ventura  Caro  drove  the  French  from  the  fort  of  Andaya,  and 
deftroyed  the  encampments  of  Biritau  ; while  Don  Ricardos,  at 
the  head  of  the  army  of  Catalonia,  about  the  fame  time  defeated 
the  republicans  at  Givet,  and  Bellegarde  was  taken  after  a bom- 
vvar  with  bardment  of  thirty-three  days.  General  Dagobert  attacked  and 
Spam  and  ^ camp  belonging  to  the  enemy,  at  the  bottom  of  mount 

Libre ; but  on  the  other  hand,  Don  Ricardos  defeated  the  French 
near  Perpignan.  Soon  after  this,  however,  an  entrenched  camp 
belonging  to  the  Spaniards  at  Pirefcham  was  forced,  and  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon,  together  with  the  tents  and  baggage,  were 
taken.  At  length,  in  the  month  of  November,  the  republican 
forces  entered  Catalonia,  and  it  foon  became  evident  that  Spain 
was  unable  to  contend  with  this  warlike  people. 

The  French  having  determined  to  humble  the  court  of  Turin, 
fitted  out  a formidable  fleet  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  under  Tru- 
guet,  with  a view  of  obtaining  poffeffion  of  the  illand  of  Sardinia. 
After  feizing  on  the  ifles  St.  Peter  and  Antioch,  the  expedition, 
conlifting  of  nineteen  fail,  many  of  which  were  line  of  battle 
fhips,  appeared  in  the  gulph  of  Cagliari,  whither  the  com- 
mandant of  the  former  had  retired  with  his  garrifon,  confifting 
of  eight  hundred  men.  The  French  admiral  immediately  fent  a 
deputation  of  twenty-one  men  on  fhore  with  a flag,  and  an 
offlcer,  who  demanded  the  furrender  of  the  capital  ; but  the  Sar- 
dinians having  killed  feventeen  of  thefe,  the  remainder  retreated 
to  their  boat.  The  fleet  having  at  length  entered  the  harbour, 
commenced  an  attack  upon  Cagliari,  and  the  bombardment  con- 
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tinued  during  three  days,  in  the  courfe  of  which  period  the  BOOK  IV. 
aflailants  were  much  annoyed  by  the  red-hot  balls  fired  from  the  ” 

fhore.  Several  of  the  fhips  were  alfo  damaged  in  their  mafts  and 


rigging,  and  one  was  fet  on  fire  ; while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
fhells  thrown  from  the  bomb-veffels  produced  but  little  effedl. 

In  fhort,  this  expedition  appears  to  have  been  conducted  in  fuch 
a manner  as  to  refled:  but  little  glory  on  the  naval  power  of 
France ; and  nearly  all  the  troops  landed  at  different  times  and 
in  different  places  were  cut  off  by  the  inhabitants,  who  pre- 
cipitated themfelves  from  the  mountains,  and  fought  with  the 
greateft  bravery  and  refolution. 

The  civil  war  that  took  place  in  the  fouthern  departments, 
for  a time  appeared  to  give  a decided  preponderance  to  the  • 
feeble  efforts  of  the  king  of  Sardinia.  The  greater  part  of 
the  republican  troops  being  recalled  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing 
Toulon  and  Marfeilles,  the  remainder  were  co^npletely  defeated 
in  the  county  of  Nice,  and  the  whole  of  Savoy  appeared  on 
the  eve  of  returning  under  the  dominion  of  its  ancient  raafters. 

But  towards  the  latter  end  of  Oflober  the  Sardinians  were  com-  Sardinia, 
pletely  beaten  at  Saorgio,  and  it  begat!  to  be  conjeftured  that  the 
approaching  climpaign  would  prove  difaRrous  to  Vidlor  Amiadseus. 

The  fuperiority  of  the  Englifh  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean 
contributed  not  a little,  however,  to  fupport  for  a time  the 
declining  fortune  of  the  houfe  of  Savoy,  as  well  as  to  produce  a 
confiderable  effefl  on  fome  of  the  Italian  Rates ; for  although 
Genoa,  notwithftanding  the  unfaiv  means  recurred  to,  could  not 
be  intimidated  into  a declaration  of  Vvrar  againfl:  France,  yet  the 
court  of  Florence  at  length  yielded  to  threats,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  French  minifler  was  difmiffed,  and  fuch  meafures 
adopted  as  afterwards  bereaved  the  fovereign  of  Tufcany  of  his 
ducal  crown,  notwithftanding  the  intervention  of  a fhort  and 
precarious  peace. 
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BOOK  V. 


CHAP.  I. 


Preparations  for  the  Campaign  of  1794 — The  French  reconquer 

Aujlrian  Flanders, 

As  the  campaign  of  1793,  notwithftanding  its  profperous  com-  BOOK  V. 
mencement,  had  clofed  in  a manner  peculiarly  inaufpicious  for 
the  allies,  great  preparations  were  made  by  them  for  opening  1794. 
the  fucceeding  one  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  redeem  the  reputation 
of  their  arms.  The  Courts  of  London  and  Vienna  accordingly 
adopted  the  moft  efficacious  meafures  to  bring  a powerful  body 
of  men  into  the  field,  and  colonel  Mack,  an  officer  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  emperour,  was  fent  to  England  on  purpofe  to  conir 
cert  a plan  of  operations  with  the  Britifh  miniftry.  The  condu<5t 
of  the  cabinet  of  Berlin  had  however  become  equivocal,  for  early 
in  the  prefent  year  an  intercourfe  took  place  between  conimif- 
fioners  from  the  French  republick  and  general  Kalkreuth  at 
Francfort,  the  former  having  entered  that  city  with  great  ceremony  [Feb.  lo.J 
in  a ftate  carriage  formerly  appertaining  to  Louis  XVL,  on  the 
pannels  of  which  the  cap  of  liberty  aflumed  the  place  originally 
deftined  for  the  fiower-de-luce  during  the  monarchy. 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  notified  to  the  P ol'cy  of  the 
diet  of  Ratilbon,  that  unlefs  his  troops  received  fubfiftence  at  the  pauiia! 

3 p 2 


328 


WARS  OF  THE 


BOOK  V,  publick  expence,  he  would  confider  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of 
withdrawing  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  and  contributing  no  more 
1791.  than  his  fimple  contingent ; he  alfo  oppofed  the  general  arma- 
ment of  the  inhabitants  of  the  empire,  which  had  been  propofed 
by  its  head,  and  intimated  to  the  prince  de  Saxe  Cobourg,  that 
the  whole  of  his  forces,  with  the  exception  of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  was  about  to  leave  the  neighbourhood  of  Mentz,  and  re- 
tire to  Cologne.  At  length  his  majefty,  by  a publick  declara- 
tion, in  which  he  defcribed  the  prefent  conteft  as  a war  “ with 
a delirious  and  never-diminifhing  fwarm  of  foes,”  openly  pro- 
claimed his  feceffion  from  the  continental  confederacy. 

But  all  this  proved  to  be  a high- wrought  piece  of  political 
coquetry,  calculated  to  procure  advances  on  the  part  of  the  mari- 
time Rates : nor  was  the  court  of  Berlin  miftaken  in  adopting  this 
fingular  mode  of  diplomatick  courtfliip  j for  England  and  Holland 
immediately  entered  into  a fubfidiary  treaty  for  the  maintenance  ' 
of  fixty-two  thoufand  four  hundred  men,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
' the  interefts  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenbourg  were  regulated  with 
all  the  nicety  of  mercantile  calculation.  * 


* By  this  treaty,-figned  at  the  Hague,  April  19,  1794,  “ their  majefties  the  kings, of  Great 
Britain  and  Pruffia,  and  their  high  naightineffes  the  ftates-general  of  the  United  Provinces,  ' 
being  animated  by  the  fame  defire  of  putting  a flop  to  the  progrefs  of  the  fyftem  of  anarchy 
and  crimes  by  which  civil  fociety  has  been  menaced,  &c.  &c'.  have  agreed  upon  the  follow- 
ing articles 

By  Article  I.  His  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  engages  to  furnlfti  a body  of  troops,-which 
ffiall  be  compofed  of  fixty-two  thoufand  four  hundred  men,  and  (hall  remain  united  under 
a Prujian  commander,  &c. 

By  Article  II.  The  two  maritime  powers  agree  to  furnlfh  to  his  Pruflian  majefty  a 
fubfidy  of  fifty-two  thoufand  pounds  fterling  a-month,  until  the  end  of  the  year  1794,  to  be 
reckoned  from  the.  beginning  of  tlte  month  in  which  the  prefent  treaty  is  figned. 

By  Article  III.  The  king  of  Pruffia  is  to  receive  immediately  the  fum  of  300,0007, 
fterling;  and  on  the  return  of  the  troops,  the  further  fum  of  100,0007. ; the  former  of  which^ 
as  well  as  that  of  the  firft  month  of  the  firft  fubfidy,  is  to  be  paid  iriimediately  after  the 
ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty,  and  the  fubfidy  of  the  following^  months  is  alfo  to  be  paid 
In  advance,  at  the  beginning  of  each  month.  All  thefe  payments  (hall  be  made  at  Berlin  by 
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The  emperour,  who  had  been  alfo  induced  to  perfevere  in  his  BOOK 
efforts  by  the  expedtation  of  a loan  from  Great  Britain,  endea- 
voured  to  roufe  the  tardy  zeal  of  the  Germanick  body,  to  which  1794. 
he  intimated  the  neceffity  of  a triple  contingent : he  at  the  fame  Conduft  of 

, the  emperour 

time  increafed  his  troops  in  the  Low-countries,  fo  as  to  amount  and 
to  nearly  a hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men  ; and,  on  purpofe  to 
obviate  jealoufies  fimilar  to  thofe  that  had  occurred  ip  the  courfe 


the  maritime  powers,  and  the  pound  fterling  is  to  be  reckoned  at  fix  crowns  in  golden 
Fredericks. 

By  Article  V.  It  is  (lipulated  that  the  above  fums  are  not  intended  to  include  the 
expences  of  bread  and  forage,  which  is  to  be  reckoned  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  twelve 
fhillings  fterling  per  month  for  each  man  : and  by  Article  VI.  All  conquefts  on  the  part  of 
the  Pruftian  army  are  to  be  made  in  the  names  of  the  two  maritime  powers. 

It  appears  by  “ A return  made  to  the  order  of  the  honourable  houfe  of  commons, 
dated  the  5lh  day  of  January,  1795,”  that  the  following  fums  were  iflTued  to,  and  received 
by,  the  king  of  Pruflia,  in  purfuance  of  the  above  treaty  : 


By  warrant,  dated  4th  June,  1794, 

£ 600,000. 

By  ditto,  dated  ditto. 

100,000. 

By  ditto,  dated  13th  ditto. 

100,000. 

By  ditto,  dated  28th  ditto. 

120,000. 

By  ditto,  dated  22d  July,  1794, 

100,000. 

By  ditto,  dated  Auguft  13,  1794,. 

106,491. 

By  ditto,  dated  24th  September,  1794, 

50,000. 

By  ditto,  dated  4th  Oiftobcr,  1794, 

130,000. 

,r  1,306,495 

It  will  be  leen,  by  a perufal  of  the  following  extraordinary  paper,  that  the  court  of  Berlin 
thought  proper  to'  deny  that  any  portion  of  the  Pruffian  troops  had  been  taken  into  the 
fervice  of  Great  Britain  j and  the  reader  perhaps  will  fmile  at  the  fubtlety  with  which  a great 
general  condefcended  to  quibble  between  the  pay  and  the  fubfidy  of  an  army. 

“ Orders  iftued  by  his  excellency  the  field-marflial  count  Mollendorf,  on  the  parade,  at 
the  Pruffian  head-quarters  at  Kayferflautern,  June  22,  1794. 

“ Whereas,  an  ill-founded  report  has  been  fpread  in  thefe  environs,  and  among  the 
army,  namely.  That  the  troops  of  his  Pruffian  majefty  had  entered  into  Britifti  pay ; his 
excellency  F.  M.  count  Mollendorf,  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  unfounded  rumours  from 
being  credited,  declares  publickly,  that  the  army  of  his  Pruffian  majefty  is  only  fubfidifed 
by  the  two  maritime  powers.  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  in  the  manner  as  it  was  in  the 
feven-years’  war,  but  receives  no  pay  from  any  of  thefe  powers.” 
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BOOK  V.  of  the  pteceding  autumn,  it  was  determined  that  Francis  II.  fhould 
command  the  allies  in  perfon. 

1794..  After  the  folemnity  of  his  inauguration  as  duke  of  Brabant, 
his  imperial  majefty  accordingly  took  the  field  at  the  head  of  the 
combined  armies,  which  were  ftated  at  this  period  to  amount  to 
two  hundred  thoufand  men ; and  it  was  now  hoped  that,  in 
addition  to  fuch  an  iinmenfe  military  force,  an  unity  of  adion 
would  be  obtained,  and  former  misfortunes  avoided.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  preparations  on  the  part  of  the  French  were  fuch 
as  no  age  or  country  had  ever  before  witnefled.  Inftead  of 
agreeing  to  a ceflation  of  hoftilities  for  two  years,  as  had  been 
propofed  by  an  agent  of  the  combined  powers  at  a neutral  court, 
they  intimated  their  intentions  of  carrying  on  a terrible  war  as 
the  befi:  mode  of  obtaining  an  honourable  peace ; in  reply  to  the 
offer  of  “ a provifional  acknowledgment  of  the  French  republick,’* 
they  infifted  on  “ the  provifional  deftrudion  of  all  tyrannical 
governments and,  already  affeding  the  language  of  ancient 
Rome,  intimated  a defign  of  furrounding  the  coalefced  kings  with 
the  circle  of  Popilius. 

The  decree  for  the  levy  in  mafs  had  already  placed  all  the 
youth  of  the  moft  populous  nation  in  Europe  at  the  difpofal  of  a 
government  which  boafted  of  having  one  million  two  hun- 
ofthe  dred  thoufand  men  in  arms.  The  war  with  the  maritime 
French,  powers  having  interdided  the  importation  of  gunpowder  and 
military  ftores,  thefe  were  now  fupplied  by  the  talents  of  the 
chemifts  and  the  indufcry  of  the  artifans  of  France.  Paris  alone, 
from  its  three  hundred  forges  and  fifteen  founderies,  furnifhed 
eleven  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty  hand  of  arms,  and  one 
thoufand  one  hundred  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  every  month.  The 
infurgent  cities  were  ordered  to  tranfmit  a certain  portion  of  falt- 
petre  by  way  of  fine  ; the  feudal  caftles  of  the  nobility,  flill  fup- 
pofed  to  frown  on  the  liberties  of  the  republick,  as  well  as  the 
forcfis  that  (heltered  the  rebels  of  La  Vendee,  alio  provided  their 
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quota  of  an  Ingredient  fo  neceflary  in  the  modern  art  of  war.  book  v. 
Nor  were  the  coipmercial  figns  of  wealth,  at  all  times  indif- 
penfable  for  carrying  on  military  operations,  wanting.  In  addition  I794v 
to  the  almoft  inexhauftible  fund  arifing  from  aflignats,  the  credit 
of  which  was  fupported  by  the  law  of  the  maximum^  the  indifcreet 
piety  of  their  anceftors  prefented  them  with  other  refources, 
which  were  at  this  period  called  into  adlion ; for  the  eftates  of  the 
clergy,  and  the  precious  metals  hoarded  up  in  the  cathedrals  and 
churches,  were  freely  recurred  to,  while  the  fupernumerary  bells 
furnilhed  cannon  for  armies  amounting  to  confiderably  more  than 
half  a million  of  fighting  men"^.  That  nothing  might  be  want- 
ing to  give  efficacy  to  thefe  immenfe  preparations,  the  archives  of 
the  war  department  were  fearched  for  the  fchemes  and  memorials 
drawn  up  during  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV. ; and  a chofen  body, 


* The  following  Itatements  of  the  refpeftive  forces  of  the  belligerent  powers,  were  about 
this  time  publiflied  by  the  convention,  and  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  infert  them  here,, 
although  obvioufly  incorreft. 

Republican  Armies. 

Army  of  the  North  ........  220,000 

United  armies  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle  ....  280,000 

Army  of  the  Alps  . .......  60,000 

Army  of  the  Oriental  Pyrenees  ......  80,000 

Army  of  the  South  .......  60,000 

Army  of  the  Well 80,000 

Total  780,000 

Armies  of  the  Coalesced  Powers. 

Army  of  the  prince  de  Cobourg 140,000 

Army  of  the  duke  of  York 40,000 

Army  appertaining  to  Holland  .....  20,000 


Auftrian  army  on  the  Rhine  ......  60,000 

Pruffian  army  .........  04,000 

Army  of  the  Empire 20,000 

Army  of  Conde 12,000 


Total  350,00© 
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B o o K V.  confifting  of  the  ableft  military  men  in  France,  formed  plans  for 
the  campaign,  and  laid  down  inftruftions  for  the  generals,  under 
1794'.  the  infpedion  of  Carnot,  a member  of  the  committee  of  publick 
fafety,  and  one  of  the  heft  engineers  and  ftatefmen  of  the  age. 

While  thus  recurring,  with  indefatigable  induftry,  to  all  the 
refources  and  all  the  inftruments  of  modern  warfare,  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  new  difcoveries  were  not  forgotten.  The 
balloon,  hitherto  confidered  as  a philofophical  toy  incapable  of 
affording  any  folid  advantage  to  mankind,  was  converted  into  an 
engine  by  means  of  which  the  pofition,  evolutions,  and  numbers 
of  the  enemy,  could  be  readily  afcertained  ; at  the  fame  time  that 
the  telegraph,  with  a few  fimple  motions,  ferved  to  communicate 
the  refult  of  a fiege  or  of  a battle,  with  the  accuracy,  if  not  the 
minutenefs,  of  a difpatch,  and  a celerity  that  in  fome  meafure 
rivalled  the  progrefs  of  found. 

[April  16.]  At  4ength  the  combined  armies,  confifting  of  Auftrians,  Britifh, 
Dutch,  Hanoverians,  and  Heffians,  and  amounting  to  187,000 
men,  aflembled  on  the  heights  above  Gateau,  and  were  reviewed 
by  the  emperour.  In  purfuance  of  the  plan  previoufly  agreed 
upon,  they  advanced  during  the  fucceeding  day,  in  eight  co- 
lumns, three  of  which  were  intended  as  corps  of  obfervation. 
The  firft,  compofed  of  Aiiftrian  and  Dutch  troops,  under  the 
Aaion  al  command  of  prince  Chriftian  of  Hefle  Darmftadt,  feized  on  the 
J of  Catillon,  where  they  obtained  four  pieces  of  cannon, 

and  having  crofted  the  Sambre,  immediately  occupied  a pofition 
between  that  river  and  the  little  Helpe,  fo  as  to  inveft  Landre- 
cies  on  that  fide.  The  fecond,  led  by  lieutenant-general  Alvint- 
zey,  took  poft  in  the  foreft  of  Nouvion.  The  third,  headed  by 
the  emperour  and  the  prince  de  Cobourg,  after  forcing  the 
enemy’s  entrenchments,  advanced  to  the  heights  called  the  Qrand 
and  Petit  Blocus.  The  fourth  and  fifth  columns  were  formed  from 
the  army  under  the  duke  of  York,  that  of  which  his  royal  high- 
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riefs  took  the  dircdion,  being  intended  to  attack  the  village  of  BOOK  v. 
Vaux.  Major-general  Abercromby  commenced  the  aflault  with 
the  van,  fupported  by  the  two  grenadier  companies  of  the  firft 
regiment  of  guards,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Stanhope, 
and  ftormed  and  took  the  ftar  redoubt,  while  three  battalions  of 
Auftrian  grenadiers,  commanded  by  major  Petrafh,  attacked  the 
wood,  and  made  themfelves  matters  of  the  works  which  the 
French  had  conttru<tt:ed  for  its  defence. 

Sir  William  Erlkine  was  equally  fuccefsful  with  the  other  co- 
lumn ; for  finding  the  enemy  potted  at  Premont,  the  brigade  of 
Britifli  infantry,  with  four  fquadrons  of  light  dragoons,  was  de- 
tached und’er  lieutenant-general  Harcourt  to  turn  their  pofition, 
while  he  himfelf  attacked  in  front  with  three  battalions  of  the 
regiment  of  Kaunitz,  fupported  by  a well-diredled  fire  of  Britifli. 
and  Auttrian  artillery,  under  the  orders  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Congreve,  and  not  only  obtained  pofleffion  of  the  redoubts,  but 
of  two  pieces  of  cannon  and  a pair  of  colours*. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  extenfive  and  complicated  attack,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  French  lott  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  being 
now  complete,  it  was  immediately  determined  to  lay  fiege  to  inveftmentoC 
Landrecies.  The  diredlion  of  this  important  affair  was  intrutted 
to  the  hereditary  prince  of  Orange ; while  his  imperial  majetty, 
with  the  grand  army,  eftimated  at  0o,ooo,  covered  the  opera- 
tions on  the  fide  of  Guife;  and  the  troops  under  the  duke  of  York, 
amounting  to  near  3 0,000,  were  employed  in  a fimilar  fervice 
towards  Cambray.  A body  of  Heflians  and  Auttrians,  to  the 


* Nine  cannon  were  taken  in  the  courfe  of  this  day  by  the  column  under  the  immediate 
command  of  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York  ; who.  In  the  difpatch  tranfmitted  on  this 
occafion,  regrets  the  lofs  of  the  honourable  captain  Carleton,  of  the  royals ; and  exprefles  his 
obligations  to  lieutenant-generals  fir  William  Erlkine  and  Otto,  major-general  Abercromby, 
and  lieutenant  Fage  of  the  Britifli  artillerj'. 
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BOOK  V.  number  of  ]2,coo,  under  general  Worms,  were  at  the  fame  time 
Rationed  near  Douay  and  Bouchain;  count  Kaunltz,  with  l5,ooo, 
defended  the  paffage  of  the  Sambre  ; and  general  Clairfayt,  with 
40,000  more,  protected  Flanders  from  Tournay  to  the  fea.  Such 
was  the  ftrength  and  pofition  of  the  allies,  even  without  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  Prulhans,  who  made  no  movenient  in  their  favour,, 
that  all  the  generals  of  the  old  fchool  imagined  fuccefs  to  be  in- 
evitable. And  appearances,  for  a time,  feemed  to  confirm  thefe 
[April  21.]  conjediures,  for  the  hereditary  prince  of  Orange  made  a general 
bealenTnder  attack  upon  and  Carried  all  the  ports  rtill  occupied  by  the  enemy 
^^ndrecLs^  in  front  of  Landrecies : he  alfo  took  their  entrenched  camp  by 
rtorm,  and  obtained  pofleflion  of  a rtrong  redoubt  within  fix 
hundred  yards  of  the  body  of  the  place;,  In  addition  to  this,  the 
[April  23.]  French  were  driven  from  Cjefar’s  camp,  near  Cambray,  and  re- 
pulfed  a few  days  after  with  great  flaughter,  in  an  attack  on  the 
heights  of  Gateau,  where  the  duke  of  York  was  ported  j on  which 
occafion  lieutenant-general  Chapuy,  with  three  hundred  and 
thirty  officers  and  privates,  were  taken  prifoners,  while  thirty-five 
pieces  of  cannon  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Engliffi*. 

Grand  attack  BuT  although  the  enemy  were  not  only  worrted  in  this  quarter, 
from  Treves’  but  alfo  in  an  attack  commanded  by  the  emperour  in  perfon,  yet 
^[Aprif 26  ] proved  fuccefsful  in  another  point  of  this  general  aflault, 

which  took  place  along  the  whole  extent  of  the  frontiers  ; for 
Pichegru  having  advanced  on  the  fame  day  from  Lille,  defeated 
general  Clairfayt  at  Moucron,  from  whom  he  took  thirty-two 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  in  a Ihort  time  after  obtained  pofleffion  of 
Werwick,  Courtray,  and  Menin,  the  lart  of  which  held  out  dur- 


* The  Brltilh  commander  in  chief,  in  his  official  letter,  praifes  the  conduft  of  the  troops- 
on  this  day,  and  returns  thanks  to  colonel  Vyfe,  who  commanded  the  two  brigades  of 
Britiffi  cavalry  after  major-general  Manfell’s  death.  Captain  Pigot  and  captain  Fellows, 
of  the  third  dragoon  guards,  fell  upon  this  occaliou. 
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ing  four  days,  when  finding  no  probability  of  fuccour,  the  gar-  BOOK  V. 
rifon,  confifting  chiefly  of  emigrants,  forced  their  way  through  the  , 
enemy.  Thefe  fucceffes,  however,  were  fuppofed  to  be  fully  coun-  ^794. 
terbalanced  by  the  fall  of  Landrecies,  and  the  defeat  of  a body  of  Surrender  of 
30,000  troops,  who  had  attacked  the  army  of  the  duke  of  York,  at  ^^^pruTo  ] 
Tournay;  on  which  occafion  they  loft  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon,  Aaion  at 
and  above  four  hundred  men  taken  prifoners^ : but  general  Clair- 
fayt  was  lefs  fortunate,  for  Pichegru  once  more  attacked  him,  and 
that  too  with  fuch  irrefiftible  impetuofity,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
retreat  in  confufion ; his  flying  troops  were  at  length  with  fome 
difficulty,  prevailed  upon  to  halt ; and  this  gallant  but  unlucky 
commander  immediately  occupied  a pofition  fo  as  to  cover  Ghent, 

Bruges,  and  Oftend. 

The  army  of  the  allies,  in  confequence  of  the  offenfive  opera- 
tions of  the  enemy,  who,  whether  vanquiffied  or  vidtoriouSr 
proved  inceffant  in  their  attacks,  being  thus  broken  into  many  fe- 
parate  maffes,  and  deftitute  of  unity  in  its  operations,  was  evi- 
dently liable  to  be  overcome.  Accordingly,  while  Pichegru 
was  purfuing  his  vi<ftorious  career  in  the  weft,  Jourdan,  already 
celebrated  for  his  victories  at  Maubeuge  and  Hoondfcho  ote,  en- 
tered Weft  Flanders,  and  after  croffing  the  Sambre,  forced  general 
Kaunitz  to  retreat ; but  in  the  courfe  of  a few  days  the  Auftrians 
rallied,  and  obliged  the  French  in  their  turn  to  give  way  with  the  [May  is.]- 
lofs  of  near  5,ooo  men,  and  three  pieces  of  cannon. 

His  imperial  majefty  was  now  induced  to  make  a general  attack  Grand  attack 
with  his  fcattered  forces,  on  purpofe  to  compel  the  enemy  to  evacuate  **^^^^* 

the  Low-countries.  The  attempt,  however,-  proved  unfuccefsful, 
for  two  of  the  five  columns  employed  upon  this  occafion  were 
unable,  from  fatigue,  to  execute  the  plan  ; and  a third  found  the 


* Lieutenant-general  Harcourt,  major-general  Dundas,  and  fir  Robert  Laurie,  ditlin- 
guitbed  thcmfelves  upon  this,  occafion. 
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B OOK  V,  enemy  in  fuch  force  at  Moucron,  that  it  retreated  to  Turcoiiig, 
In  the  mean  time,  feven  battalions  of  Britilh,  five  of  Auftrians, 
ir<H.  and  two  of  Hefiians,  with  fix  fquadrons  of  light  dragoons,  and 
four  of  hulTars,  led  by  the  duke  of  York,  forced  the  French  to 
evacuate  Lannoy  and  Roubaix,  and  advanced,  in  confequence  of 
orders  from  head-quarters,  againft  Mouveaux.  General  Aber- 
cromby  then  attacked  with  four  battalions  of  guards,  feconded 
by  the  feventh  and  fifteenth  light  dragoons  under  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Churchill,  and  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire  with  the  lofs 
of  three  pieces  of  cannon. 

Aftionat  The  French  having  attacked  Turcoing  early  next  morning,  the 
Englifh  commander  in  chief  difpatched  two  battalions  of  Auftrians 
towards  that  place ; but  an  opening  being  left  in  the  right,  the 
enemy  took  advantage  of  this  unfortunate  incident,  and  his  royal 
highnefs  was  fo  brifkly  alTailed  both  in  front  and  rear,  that 
9iis  troops  gave  way,  and  he  himfelf  found  it  impoffible  either 
to  join  the  brigade  of  guards,  or  that  commanded  by  major- 
general  Fox ; but  he  was  at  length  enabled  to  efcape  to  a 
body  of  Auftrians  commanded  by  general  Otto,  accompanied 
only  by  a few  dragoons  of  the  fixteenth  regiment,  while  major- 
general  Abercromby,  with,  fome  difiiculty,  efFed:ed  his  retreat  to 
Tefnpleuve  j and  major-general  Fox  fortunately  fucceeded  in 
gaining  the  village  of  Leers*, 

Notwithstanding  fome  occafional  advantages  obtained  by 
the  allies,  it  was  by  this  time  evident  to  all  enlightened  men, 
that  the  immenfe  numbers  and  fyftematical  exertions  of  the 
{republican  armies  would  in  the  end  preponderate.  His  im- 
perial majefty,  who  had  been  taught  to  believe  that  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  Low-countries  was  alone  fufficient  for  the  refump- 
tion  of  the  ancient  dominions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  the 


According  to  the  French  account,  they  took  no  lefs  than  fixty  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
2000  prifoners,  in  the  courfe  of  this  general  attack. 
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complete  overthrow  of  its  enemies,  now  learned  from  fad  expe-  BOOK  v. 

* CHAP  I 

rience  that  the  Belgians  were  averfe  from  his  government,  and 

the  French  too  mighty  for  his  vengeance.  This  young  prince, 

difgufted  at  the  paft,  uncertain  of  the  future,  equally  alarmed  at 

the  progrefs  of  an  inveterate  foe  and  the  fufpicious  conduiT  of  a 

king,  at  once  his  rival  and  his  ally,  thought  proper  to  abandon 

the  field  in  the  middle  of  the  campaign  ; and  after  having  expofed 

the  perfon  * of  the  firft  monarch  in  Europe  to  the  ignominy  of 


* It  is  notorious,  that  Francis  II.,  like  his  uncle  the  emperour  Jofeph,  expofed  his  per- 
fon freely  at  the  head  of  the  army ; but  as  the  imminent  danger  from  which  his  imperial 
majefty  efcaped  during  the  fiege  of  Landrecies,  although  well  authenticated,  is  not 
generally  known,  the  following  papers  have  been  procured  and  fubjoined,  as  the  incident 
is  not  only  Angular  in  itfelf,  but  refledls  high  honour  on  a regiment  of  Englifti  cavalry  : 
Copies  of  the  Official  Tejlimonics  proving  the  gallant  Conduct  of  the Jiftecnth  Light  Dragoons 
on  the  2'^th  of  Apnl,  179-f,  in  the  Affair  of  Landrecies. 

No,  I.  An  atteftation  of  lieutenant-general  Otto,  in  his  imperial  majefty ’s  fervlce,  re- 
lative to  the  aftion  that  took  place  the  2-lth  of  April,  IZy-f,  tranflated  from  the  German, 
being  previoufly  witnefled  by  the  right  honourable  ftr  Morton  Eden,  our  envoy-extraor- 
dinary and  minifter-plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Vienna. 

“ When  his  imperial  majefty ’s  army  befieged  Landrecies,  a French  city,  and  his  royal 
highnels’s  army  formed  the  right  wing  near  Gateau,  where  I was  placed,  the  enemy  endea- 
voured by  different  attacks  to  prevent  the  fiege  j and,  to  effeff  their  purpofe,  they  aflem- 
bled  about  twenty-four  thoufand  men  at  Caefar’s  camp,  and  advanced,  23d  of  April,  17y4, 
In  three  columns,  attacked  the  Imperial  troops  near  Douchy,  Avernes  le  Second,  Villers 
en  Couche,  Harpres,  and  the  Heflian  advanced  pofts  near  the  river  Selle,  which  were  forced 
to  retire.  Major-general  Sentkereft^y,  who  was  on  my  right  flank,  near  St.  Hilaire,  with 
two  huffar  and  two  Englifti  light-dragoon  fquadrons,  informed  me  of  the  circumftance.  I 
reconnoitred  the  enemy,  who  were  ten  thoufand  ftrong,  compofed  of  cavalry  and  infantry ; 
they  advanced  as  far  as  Villers  en  Couche.  Seeing  how  ferious  it  was,  as  the  enemy’s  pa- 
troles  had  puftied  on  to  the  other  fide  of  the  river  Selle,  I fent  for  a reinforcement,  which 
arrived  the  fame  day.  I marched  on  the  24th  of  April,  1794,  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and 
ordered  theiti  to  be  attacked  on  their  flank,  near  Montrecourt,  by  a part  of  the  cavalry, 
which  were  the  advanced  guard  compofed  of  the  above-mentioned  two  hulfar  and  two  of  the 
fifteenth  light-dragoon  fquadrons  the  reinforcement  was  not  up,  and  notwlthftanding  the 
very  fmall  force  of  the  advanced  guard,  aid-de-camp  Mezery,  and  Sentkerefky,  colonel  of 
Leopold’s  huflars,  with  major  Aylett,  of  the  fifteenth  Englifti  dragoons,  attacked  the  enemy, 
although  confiderably  ftronger,  with  fuch  fortitude  and  bravery,  that  their  cavalry  began  to  run 
away  behind  their  infantry ; they  then  cut  off  the  infantry,  and  killed  above  eight  hundred,  and 
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BOOK  V,  being  taken  prifoner  by  the  troops  of  the  new  republick,  he  fud- 
CHAP^^  denly  retired  to  his  own  capital,  and  left  the  allies  to  meditate  on 
1794.  the  approaching  cataftrophe. 


took  three  pieces  of  cannon.  After  this  happy  fuccefs,  the  Imperialifts  and  Heffians,  who 
had  retired  from  the  Selle,  reaffembled,  and  advanced  on  the  other  tide  of  my  detachment  j 
and  by  this  means  a very  Irnall  numlier  drove  the  enemy,  who  were  prodigioufly  ftronger, 
as  far  as  Cambray.  I do  not  wifli  to  enter  into  too  long  a detail  j but  every  perfon  can 
judge  of  the  valour  of  this  attack,  if,  with  the  eyes  of  an  experienced  warriour,  he  obferves 
on  the  map  the  pofition  of  our  army  and  the  advancement  of  the  enemy  as  far  as  the  river 
Selle,  and  he  will  find  how  much  truth  there  is  in  the  faying,  ‘ that  a few  refolute  and  brave 
foldiers  can  decide  a great  deal.’ 

" The  names  of  the  officers  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves  on  that  ever  memorable  day ; 

Lle'.'t.-col.  Aylett,  ) , , 

. T.  , , y fifteenth  light  dragoons^ 

]\rajor  Pockhngton, ) o a ' 

r Ryan,  "j 

Captains-^  Calcraft,  I fifteenth  light  dragoons. 

[wilfon,  . J 

. ( Keir,  fixth  dragoon  guards. 

^ \ Butler,  eighty-fetenth  reg.  then  in  the  fifteenth  reg. 

“ Otto,  lieutenant-general.” 

Englifh  force,  one  hundred  and  eighty-feven  rank  and  file. — Auftrian  force,  eighty-feven 
rank  and  file.— — Total,  two  hundred  and  feventy-four  men. 

No.  II.  “ The  underfigned  certifies  to  captain  Ryan,  of  the  Englifh  light  dragoons,  that 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1794,  the  fifteenth  regiment  charged  the  enemy,  who  were  in  great 
force  at  Villers  en  Couche,  routed  them,  fabred  a great  many,  and  by  this  conduft  re- 
fcued  his  imperial  majefty  from  the  danger  that  menaced  his  perfon,  for  being  on  the  road 
from  Valenciennes  to  Catillon,  he  was  cut  off  by  their  patroles,  which  had  already  paffed 
over  the  river  Selle. 

The  courageous  conduft  of  this  regiment,  animated  by  its  brave  officers,  Is  fo  much  the 
more  meritorious,  as  the  main  column  of  the  allied  army  did  not  arrive  to  its  fupport : but 
although  abandoned  to  itfelf,  it  ftill  relied  on  Its  own  valour,  attacked  the  enemy,  and  by  its 
bravery  alone  prevented  the  melancholy  confequences  above  Rated  ; and  not  content  with 
that,  it  took  three  pieces  of  cannon.  Captain  Ryan,  who  fo  dlflinguhhed  himfelf  in  this 
affair,  had  his  horfe  wounded,  as  well  as  the  officers  who  are  fpecified  by  fidd-marfhal-lieute- 
nant  Otto,  under  whofe  particular  command  the  regiment  was. 

Maxmn.  count  de  Mervejldt. 
major-general.” 


" Vienna,  20th  December,  1797*'’ 


No. 
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PiCHEGRU  now  prepared  in  his  turn  a general  afTault  on  the  B O O K v. 
lines  of  the  allies,  which  he  accordingly  commenced  with  a heavy 
lire  of  artillery ; and  a fucceffion  of  attacks,  or  rather  battles,  1794-. 

enfued,  which  lafted  from  the  break  of*  day  until  late  in  the 
evening,  when  the  French  retired  without  being  able  to  make  French, 
any  eifedfual  impreffion,  notwithftanding  their  immenfe  numbers, 


No.  III. — An  atteftatlon  of  general  Sentkerelky,  in  his  Imperial  majefty’s  fervice,  witneHM 
by  the  right  honourable  fir  Morton  Eden,  K.B.  bur  envoy-e-xtraordinary  and  minifter- 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Vienna., 

The  extraordinary  bravery  which  the  two  fquadrons  of  the  fifteenth  light  dragoons,^ 
under  my  command,  fltewed  on  the  24th  of  April,  1791< 

“ A corps  of  the  enemy  twenty  thoufand  llrong,  who,  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  month, 
advanced  from  Cambray,  diflodged  the  Heffians,  and  drove  them  from  the  river  Selle,  and 
thus  flopping  the  communication,  was,  by  two  huflar  and  the  above  light-dragoon  fquadrons,  . 

attacked  near  Villers  en  Couche.  This  attack  was  executed  with  fuch  bravery  and  refo- 
lution,  that  they  killed  above  one  thoufand,  and  took  three  pieces  of  cannon.  By  this 
courageous  and  unexpe6led  attack,  the  enemy  was  entirely  drove  back,  the  communication 
with  the  Heffian  troops,  near  to  Denain,  re-eftablifhed,  and  the  right  wing  of  the  befieging 
army,  near  Landrecies,.  covered.  This  remarkable  a6lion  of  the  two  light-dragoon  fqua- 
drons, encouraged  by  their  brave  officers,  who,  defpifing  the  greatnefs  of  the  danger  and 
the  multitude  of  the  enemy,  gave  to  this  aftonifhing  affair  an  eflential  decifion.  All  this 
pafled  under  my  eyes,  to  thedifadvantage  of  the  enemy,  and  to  the  glory  of  our  arms,  by  the 
juft,  meritorious,  and  noble  condu6l.  of  the  eight  brave  officers  mentioned  by  general  Otto. 

“ Sentkeuesky,  major-generaL” 

No.  rV, — An  atteftation  of  major-general  prince  Schwarzenberg,  witnefled  by  the  right 
honourable  fir  Morton  Eden,  K.B.  our  envoy-extraordinary  and  minifter-plenipotentiary 
at  the  court  of  Vienna. 

“ The  underfigned  attefts,  that  two  fquadrons  of  the  fifteenth  light  dragoons,  with  two 
huffar  fquadrons,  formed  the  advanced  guard  of  a column  of  cavalry,  who,  by  chance,  did  not 
follow  j notwithftanding  which  the  advance  guard  were  determined  to  attack  the  enemy  j 
nor  did  they  permit  themfelves  to  get  into  confufion  by  the  aftonifhing  number  of  their 
adverfaries,  or  by  their  fupport  not  being  up,  but,  condufted  by  their  brave  officers,  attacked 
the  enemy  with  fuch  an  extraordinary  refolution,  and  with  fuch  violence,  that  they  killed 
a vaft  number,  and  took  three  pieces  of  cannon.  The  brave  condudl  of  this  courageou.s 
regiment  was  on  this  occafion  more  confiderable,  as  the  advancement  of  the  enemy  might 
have  caufed  the  moft  fatal  confequences  in  refpeft  to- the  journey  of  his  imperial  majefty,, 
from  Valenciennes  to  Catillon, 

" Charj.es,  prince  of  Schwarzenberg.” 

No. 
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BOOK  V.  which  have  been  eftimated  at  two  hundred  thoufand.  On  this 
occafion  the  combined  forces  conducted  themfelves  with  fignal 
I794'.  bravery  ; and  the  fecond  brigade  of  Britifh,  under  major-general 
Fox,  diftinguifhed  itfelf  in  a particular  manner  by  the  fpirit  and 
gallantry  with  which  it  ftormed  and  carried  the  village  of  Ponte- 
chin,  by  means  of  the  bayonet. 

Paffage  of  BuT  the  French,  inftead  of  being  difpirited  by  their  ill  fuccefs 
[May2'j.]  upon  this  occafion,  actually  crofled  the  Sambre  two  days  after, 
and  occupied  a pofition  between  Rouveroy  and  Fontaine- 
L’Eveque  ; they  however  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  again  furprifed 
by  general  count  Kaunitz,  and  loft  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  near 
five  thoufand  men,  about  three  thoufand  of  whom  were  made 
prifoners.  As  if  undifmayed  by  events,  they  aftually  broke 
[June  a.]  ground  before  Charleroi  foon  after ; but  being  attacked  by  the 
combined  army  under  the  hereditary  prince  of  Orange,  they 
were  compelled  once  more  to  retreat.  Such  however  was 
their  amazing  fuperiority  in  point  of  numbers,  that  another 
army  of  forty  thoufand  men  abou  tthis  time  entered  the 


No.  V. — " Sir, 

“ The  emperour  remembers  with  fatisfafflon  the  diftinguifhed  proofs  of  valour  that  you, 
and  the  other  officers  ef  the  fifteenth  light  dragoons,  manifefted  on  24th  April  1794, 
near  Cambray.  His  majefty  regrets,  that  the  ftatutes  of  the  order  of  Maria  Therefa, 
confirmed  by  a conftant  cuftom,  forbid  the  crofs  of  this  order,  ftridfly  national,  being 
conferred  on  officers  fo  worthy  of  being  decorated  with  It ; but  wifhing  to  give  you, 
as  alfo  your  honourable  companions,  a publick  mark  of  his  particular  efteem,  his  majefty 
has  commanded  a medal  to  be  ftruck,  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  this  brilliant 
a6\ion,  and  has  ordered  me  to  offer  to  them  the  only  impreffions  which  have  been  ftruck, 
except  one,  which  is  placed  in  the  imperial  cabinet  of  Vienna.  In  fulfilling  the  intentions 
of  his  imperial  majefty,  1 beg  you,  confequently,  to  receive  for  yourfelf,  fir,  and  to 
diftribute  to  the  other  officers  who,  on  the  memorable  24th  of  April,  1794,  fought  under 
your  orders,  the  medals  which  I have  delivered  to  captain  Kyan.  I have  the  honour  to 
join  the  affurances  of  the  higheft  confideration,  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  fir, 

“ Your  rnofi.  obedient  humble  fervant, 

“ Vienna,  March  5th,  1798.’’  “ Le  Bn.  Thugut.” 

To  Lieid.  Col. 
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‘duchy  of  Luxembourg,  a movement  which  obliged  general  BOOKV. 
Beaulieu  to  retire  from  the  duchy  of  Bouillon,  the  chief  town 
of  which  had  been  pillaged  by  the  Auftrians,  under  pretence  that  ^^94. 
fome  of  the  inhabitants  had  fired  upon  them. 

Notwithstanding  their  reiterated  mifcarriages  in  that 
quarter,  the  enemy’ foon  after  re-crofled  the  Sambre  again,  and 
affumed  a pofition  near  JofTelies,  on  purpofe  to  cover  the  fiege  of 
Charleroi,  before  which  they  had  already  begun  to  open  trenches ; 
but  the  fame  general  who  had  defeated  them  a few  days  before, 
arrived  again  and  obliged  them  to  retreat,  with  the  lofs  of  near  fix  6.J> 
thoufarid  men,  twenty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  thirty-five  ammu- 
nition waggons,  and  a confiderable  number  of  horfes  and  baggage. 

But  general  Jourdan  having  received  confiderable  reinforcements 
from  the  army  of  the  Mofelle,  croffed  the  Sambre  a third  time, 
ftormed  the  Auftrian  camp  at  Betignies,  and  prepared  again  to 
befiege  a city  which  had  fo  long  eluded  his  attacks. 

About  this  period  fome  of  the  moll  ferocious  members  of  the 
ruling  party  In  France,  exhibited  a degree  of  favage  revenge 
refpeding  England,  well  calculated  to  render  them  the  objects  of 
general  deteftation.  Not  content  with  folemnly  proclaiming  the 
premier  “ the  enemy  of  the  human  race”  in  the  convention,  a 
decree  * was  alfo  obtained,  declaring,  “ that  henceforth  no  Eng- 
lifh  or  Hanoverians  fhould  be  made  prifoners and  an  addrefs 
was  foon  after  tranfmitted  to  the  armies  of  the  republick.  In  which, 
after  accufmg  the  Britifh  government  of  all  the  crimes  perpetrated 
^ againft  France,  they  affert,  that  “ no  one  of  the  flaves  of  George 
ought  to  return  to  the  traitorous  territory  of  England  f The 

* May  26,  1794. 

f On  the  11th  Pralrial  (31ft  May,  1794),  Barrere  propofed  to  the  convention  that  the 
decree  prohibiting  quarter  being  given  to  the  Englifti  or  Hanoverians,  fhould  be  accom- 
panied by  the  following  addrefs  to  the  armies  : 

“ England  is  capable  of  every  outrage  on  humanity,  and  of  every  crime  towards  the  re- 
publick. She  attacks  the  rights  of  all  nations,  and  threatens  to  annihilate  liberty. 

“ How 
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BOOK  V.  condu<T  of  the  duke  of  York  upon  this  occafion  was  at  once 
dignified  and  humane.  Inftead  of  iffuing  orders  for  immediate 
1791.  retaliation,  and  thus  producing  all  the  horrours  of  mutual  affal- 
fmation,  his  royal  highnefs  in  an  addrefs  to  his  army  requefted 
the  troops  to  fufpend  their  indignation,  and  reminded  them, 
“ that  mercy  to  the  vanquifhed  is  the  brighteft  gem  in  a foldier’s 
charadter.”  To  the  honour  of  the  enemy  too,  neither  the 
officers  nor  foldiers  would  enforce  thefe  barbarous  mandates ; and 
feveral  of  the  generals  adfually  refufed  obedience  to  them,  at  the 
rilk  of  their  lives. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  proved  vidtorious  in  mari- 
time Flanders ; for  Pichegru,  after  defeating  Clairfayt,  who  had 
marched  to  the  relief  of  Ypres,  which  contained  a garrifon  of 
feven  thoufand  ihien,  commenced  the  fiege  of  that  place,  which 
Ypres  taken,  was  foon  after  obliged  to  furrender  to  Moreau,  a young  man  of 
(June  17,]  great  promife,  who  in  early  life  ferved  as  a private  foldier,  and 


“ How  long  will  you  fufFer  to  continue  on  your  frontiers  the  flaves  of  George — the  foldiers 
of  the  moft  atrocious  of  tyrants  ? He  formed  the  congrefs  of  Pilnitz,  and  brought  about 
the  fcandalous  furrender  of  Toulon.  He  maffacred  your  brethren  at  Genoa,  and  burned 
our  magazines  In  the  maritime  towns.  Pie  corrupted  our  cities,  and  endeavoured  to 
deftroy  the  national  reprefentation.  He  ftarved  your  plains,  and  purchafed  treafons  on  the 
frontiers. 

“ When  the  events  of  battle  thall  put  in  your  power  either  Engllth  or  Hanoverians, 
bring  to  your  remembrance  the  vaft  tradts  of  country  Englifli  Daves  have  laid  wafte.  Carry 
your  views  to  La  Vendee,  Toulon,  Lyons,  Landrecies,  Martinico,  and  St.  Domingo — places 
Dill  reeking  with  the  blood  which  the  atrocious  policy  of  the  EngliDi  has  Died.  Do  not 
truft  to  their  artful  language,  which  is  an  additional  crime  worthy  of  their  perfidious  cha- 
radler,  and  Machlavelian  government.  Thofe  who  boaft  that  they  abhor  the  tyranny  of 
George,  fay,  can  they  fight  for  him  ? 

“ No!  no!  republican  foldiers — ^you  ought,  therefore,  when  vidtory  Diall  put  in  your  power 
either  Englifiimen  or  Hanoverians,  to  ftrike}  not  one  of  them  ought  to  return  to  the  traitor- 
ous territory  of  England,  or  to  be  brought  into  France.  Let  the  BritiDi  Daves  periDi,  and 
Europe  be  free.” 

After  the  fall  of  Robefpierre,  the  barbarous  and  unjufi;  decree  which  accompanied  this 
addrefs  was  repealed. 

* Dated  June  7, 
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had  but  lately  exchanged  the  lawyer’s  robe  for  the  truncheon  of  BOOK  v. 
a general. 

Nor  was  Jourdan  -lefs  fortunate  in  another  quarter,  for  he 
preffed  the  fiege  of  Charleroi  fo  clofely,  that  the  garrifon,  amount- 
ing to  three  thoufand  men,  furrendered  at  difcretion.  The  prince  Capture  o£ 
de  Cobourg,  aflifted  by  the  prince  of  Orange  and  general  Beaulieu,  og.] 
not  being  acquainted  with  this  event,  marched  in  the  courfe  of  that 
very  evening  with  the  combined  army,  divided  into  five  columns, 
and  early  on  the  fucceeding  morning  made  preparations  to  relieve 
the,  place.  Having  attacked  the  enemy’s  entrenchments  in  theBauleof 
dire<51;ion  of  Lambrifart,  Efpinies,  and  Gofielies,  he  obliged  a [June  27.] 
few  detached  bodies  to  retreat,  notwithftanding  the  protection  of 
feveral  ftrong  redoubts  ; but  fuch  was  the  oppofition  experienced 
on  this  occafion  by  the  allies,  that  it  was  evening  before  the  left 
wing  had  arrived  at  the  principal  heights,  which  were  fortified  by 
an  extenfive  range  of  field  works  lined  with  an  immenfe  number 
of  heavy  artillery.  Although  a variety  of  unforefeen  obftacles  had 
interpofed,  an  attempt  was  now  made  to  force  this  ftrong  pofition 
with  the  bayonet,  while  Jourdan  on  the  other  hand,  having  ob- 
tained the  afliftance  of  the  befieging  army,  in  confequence  of  the 
fall  of  Charleroi,  determined  to  decide  the  fate  of  Flanders  in  a 
pitched  battle.  He  accordingly  advanced  with  a numerous  army, 
and  made  fuch  an  excellent  difpofition  as  to  enable  the  greater 
part  of  his  forces  to  contend  with  the  left  wing  of  the  allies 
only.  Neverthelefs,  fuch  was  the  impetuous  valour  of  the  af- 
failants,  that  they  repeatedly  penetrated  the  French  lines,  and 
formed  feveral  times  under  the  fire  of  their  cannon  ; but  to- 
wards feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  advantage  obtained 
by  Jourdan  became  confpicuous  ; for  having  drawn  his  troops 
out  of  their  entrenchments,  and  made  three  diftind  charges 
upon  the  enemy,  after  an  adion  which  commenced  at  dawn  of 
day,  and  did  not  entirely  conclude  until  near  fun-fet,  vidory, 
which  had  been  hovering  by  turns  over  each  of  the  rival  armies, 
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BOOK  V.  declared  finally  in  favour  of  the  republicans.  The  combined  troops, 
taking  advantage  of  the  night,  immediately  fell  back,  firft  on  Mar- 
1794.  bois,  and  next  on  Nivelles,  with  an  intent  ifpoffibletocoverNamur. 

Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Fleurus,  fought  on  the  fame  ground 
as  that  on  which  the  French  had  difcomfited  the  allies  a century 
before ; in  confequence  of  which  general  Jourdan  was  now'  con- 
fidered  for  a time  as  the  rival  of  marfhal  Luxembourg. 

Some  circumftances  worthy  of  record  deferve  to  be  enumerated 
here.  The  lofs  of  this  ad;ion,  on  which  fo  much  depended, 
appears  to  have  arifen  partly  from  the  ignorance  of  the  imperial 
general  relative  to  the  fate  of  Charleroi,  and  partly  from  the 
determination  of  the  French  foldiers,  who,  dreading  the  igno- 
miny of  being  again  driven  acrofs  the  Sambre,  exclaimed  from 
one  end  of  the  line  to  another,  “ No  retreat  to-day !”  The 
referve,  in  particular,  which  .turned  the  fortune  of  the  battle, 
difplayed  an  extraordinary  degree  of  enthufiafm,  and  repeatedly 
charged  the  enemy,  amidft  unceafing  fhouts  of  “ Long  live  the 
republick  !”  Nor  ought  a novel  incident,  connected  with  the  fate 
of  this  engagement,  and  confequently  of  Auftrian  Flanders,  to  be 
omitted.  The  committee  of  publick  fafely,  ambitious  of  boafting 
that  it  had  enlifted  fcience  under  the  banners  of  liberty,  had  fent 
a company  of  aroftats  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  army,  in 
confequence  of  which  a balloon  was  conftru£ted,  and  frequently 
elevated  during  the  aftion,  with  a confidential  officer  attached  to 
it,  who  conveyed  the  moll  important  intelligence  relative  to  the 
defigns,  the  numbers,  and  the  evolutions  of  the  enemy 

The  lofs  of  the  combined  forces  in  this  engagement  has  never 
been  precifely  afeertained;  it  was  undoubtedly  diminiffied  greatly 

* Etienne,  adjutant-general  of  the  army,  was  the  perfon  pitched  upon  to  reconnoitre 
the  Auftrians,  and  the  balloon  was  called  L’Entreprenarit.  “ I was  attacked,”  fays  he. 
In  the  report  publiflied  by  him  upon  this  occafion,  " with  hides  as  well  as  grenades,  but 
none  of  them  reached  me.  I correlponded  with  the  generals  during  the  abdlon,  and  in- 
formed them  of  every  new  petition  atfumed  by  the  enemy.”  The  intelligence  was  con- 
veyed in  a note  fattened  toen  arrow,  while  the  balloon  itfelf  was  attached  to  a cord. 
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on  one  hand  by  the  prince  de  Cobourg,  who  Rated  it  at  fifteen  BOOK  v. 
hundred  and  grofsly  exaggerated  on  the  other  by  the  French, 
who  eftimated  it  at  ten  thoufand  men.  The  effedls  however 
were  prodigious,  for  the  combined  forces  now  retreated  in  all 
quarters,  and  Bruges,  Tournay,  Mons,  Oudenarde,  Bruffels,  and 
even  Namur,  were  left  without  protedlion. 

The  body  of  Englifh  and  allies  under  the  duke  of  York  par-  Proceedings 
ticipated  of  courfe  in  the  difafters  of  the  campaign  ; for  his  royal  army, 
highnefs,  after  attempting  in  vain  to  form  a jundlion  with  general 
Clairfayt,  was  obliged  to  retreat  from  Tournay  to  Renaix;  and 
general  Walmoden  having  been  forced  at  the  fame  time  to 
abandon  Bruges,  all  communication  with  Oftend  was  thus  cut  off. 

The  miniftry,  greatly  alarmed  at  this  event,  immediately  requefted 
the  earl  of  Moira,  who  had  been  nominated  to  the  command  of  a 
feparate  body  of  troops,  now  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  South* 
ampton,  and  deftined,  in  conjunction  with  feveral  regiments  of  Expedition 
emigrants,  for  a fecret  expedition  againft  France,  to  repair  to  the  tenant-gene- 
Low-countries.  Notwithftanding  this  nobleman  had  before  in-  ^oira^ 
timated  that  any  orders  for  ferving  in  that  quarter  mull  occafion 
his  immediate  refignation,  he  yet  waved  his  former  refolutions 
at  fo  critical  a period  j and  after  landing  a body  of  troops  in 
maritime  Flanders,  propofed  a junction  to  the  generals  Clairfayt 
and  Walmoden,  fo  as  to  enable  them  to  aCt  from  Bruges  to 
Thielt,  upon  the  left  wing  of  the  French,  with  a view  of  cover- 
ing Oftend  on  one  hand,  and  producing  a diverfion  in  favour  of 
the  duke  of  York  on  the  other.  While  on  his  march  to  effeCt 
this,  the  fituation  of  the  prince  de  Saxe  Cobourg  rendered  the 


* See  a ‘‘  Return  of  the  aft'ion  of  the  26th  of  June,  1794,  near  Fleurus,”  publiflied 
in  the  London  Gazette,  ‘'Whitehall,  July  1.” 

“ Our  lofs,”  it  is  fald,  “ is  not  very  confiderable,  and  may  perhaps  amount  to  fifteen 
hundred  men.  No  cannon  have  been  loft  j but  a howitzer  and  one  coltrur  have  been  taken 
from  the  enemy.” 
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Aftlon  at 
Mons. 
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plan  impradticable  ; his  lordfliip  however  determined  to  comply 
with  a preffing  invitation  on  the  part  of  the  Englifli  commander 
in  chief,  then  in  a difficult  pofition;  and  accordingly,  by  means  of 
a rapid  movement,  completed  the  obje61;  of  the  expedition  ; after 
which  he  was  configned  to  obfcurity,  but  not  until  he  had  repulfed 
the  French  at  Aloft  *,  and  alfo  at  Malines,  whence  he  forced  the 
enemy  to  retire,  notwithftanding  they  had  made  a fuccefsful  attack 
on  all  the  duke’s  out-pofts,  in  front  of  the  canal  leading  froiji 
Bruflels  to  Antwerp. 

However,  the  French  returned  to  the  charge,  and  again 
aftaulted  the  line  of  defence  occupied  by  his  royal  highnefs,  who 
deemed  it  prudent  to  retreat  acrofs  the  Meufe,  and  withdraw 
into  Holland. 

Nor  was  the  enemy  lefs  fuccefsful  in  other  quarters.  Not- 
withftanding  the  battle  of  Fleurus  appeared  deciftve  of  the  fate 
of  the  Netherlands,  the  prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg  contended  againft 
fortune  with  the  moft  indefatigable  perfeverance,  being  determined 
not  to  relinquifh  the  ancient  dominions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
without  a long  and  violent  ftruggle.  Having  aflembled  the  remains 
of  his  army  at  Flalle,  he  advanced  and  aflumed  a formidable  po- 
fition,  but  was  immediately  attacked  by  a vidforious  army,  and 
forced  to  evacuate  Mons ; on  which  occafion  his  rear-guard  left 
that  town  by  one  gate,  at  the  very  moment  the  van  of  the  French 
entered  it  at  another.  Having  retreated  to  Soignies,  and  thus 
placed  himfelf  between  the  republicans  and  the  capital  of  Brabant, 
he  threw  up  entrenchments  and  fortified  this  poft,  which  was  not 
inferiour  to  that  of  Jemappe  in  point  of  natural  ftrength,  fo  as  to 
render  it  nearly  impregnable  ; but  nothing  could  now  withftand 
the  fury  of  the  affailants,  who,  braving  the  fire  of  a numerous 
artillery,  and  undaunted  at  the  flaughter  that  enfued,  ruffied  in 
with  fcrewed  bayonets,  and  by  having  recourfe  to  that  weapon, 


* Lieutenant-colonels  Doyle  and  Vandeleur  dlftinguiflied  themfelves  upon  this  occafion. 
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demonftrated  that  their  difcipline  was  complete,  and  their  vidory  BOOK  V. 
certain.  ^ 

The  flying  Auftrians  now  retreated  through  BruflTels,  the  1794, 
inhabitants  of  which  could  not  difguife  their  fatisfadlion  upon 
this  occafion  ; on  the  contrary,  no  fooner  did  the  French  legions 
advance,  than  they  opened  their  gates  and  received  them  with  the  The  French 

n 1*  1 1 n • r • 1 -1  11  1 • 11-  enter Bruffels. 

moft  lively  demonitrations  or  joy,  and  gladly  proclaimed  their  ^ ^ 
union  with  the  victorious  republick.  The  inhabitants  of  Oude- 
narde,  Ghent,  and  Oftend,  alfo  teftified  their  exultation  ; and  it 
now  became  evident,  that  the  houfe  of  Auflria  had  not  only  loft 
the  dominion  of  the  Low-countries,  but  alfo  the  hearts  of  the 
people  *. 


* About  a fortnight  before  this,  an  addrefs,  of  which  the  following  are  the  concluding’ 
paragraphs,  had  been  publilhed  at  Bruffels,  In  the  name  of  the  emperour,  exhorting  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Auftrlan  Netherlands  to  rife  in  arms  againft  the  invaders.  This  however 
produced  no  effeft  whatever,  and  it  is  not  a little  remarkable,  that  a kty  in  mafs  has  never 
been  obtained  in  any  other  country  except  France. 

“ The  emperour’s  armies  are  ftill  entire : vidlory  has  often  crowned  their  glorious  efforts, 
but  they  are  wearied  by  continual  battles  j and  perhaps  the  ina£livity  of  the  Be'gians  may' 
diminlfli  their  ardour,  when  they  fee  that  it  is  not  felt  by  the  nation  they  are  defending. 

“ A rapid  march  Into  the  enemy’s  territory  prefented  profpe6ts  more  brilliant,  but  glory 
was  facrificed  to  your  fafety.  Powerful  reinforcements  are  expected ; yet  the  danger, 
though  momentary,  is  urgent  5 you  have  no  time  to  lofe.  The  general  arming  to  which  we 
Invite  Belgium,  implies  neither  a regular  Incorporation  with  the  army,  nor  the  retention  of 
arms  for  any  confiderable  length  of  time,  nor  even  a difficult  war:  for  difciplined  and 
courageous  armies  fupport  you ; and  the  auguft  brother  of  his  imperial  majefty,  the  ufual 
organ  of  his  fentiments  in  your  behalf,  will  guide  your  efforts  and  march  at  your  head. 
Merely  to  arm,  is  at  once  to  deftroy  the  audacity  and  the  hopes  of  the  enemy. 

“ Religion,  conftitution,  property,  the  fovereign  who  wears  you  all  next  his  heart,  who 

came  among  you  without  guards,  who  trufied  himfelf  to  your  love,  who  efteems  you 

thefc  are  the  watch-words  that  mufl  organife  you,  and  your  zeal  and  courage  will  never  dif- 
appoint  our  hopes.”  Dated  Bruffels,  June  23,  1794. 
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CHAP.  IL 

^he  French  obtain  FoJfeJJion  of  the  Fortrejfes  on  the  Northern 
Frontier^  and  drive  the  Aujirians  beyond  the  Rhine’^Campaign 
of  1 794-5  in  Holland » 

BOOK  V.  Jourdan  had  routed  the  enemy  on  the  banks  of  the  Sambre, 
while  Pichegru  overcame  them  on  the  borders  of  the  Scheldt,  it 
1794.  determined  to  regain  thofe  fortrefles,  which  had  fallen 

into  the  hands  of  the  allies.  The  troops  left  in  garrifon  were 
but  few  in  number,  and  not  in  pofleffion  of  a fufficient  quantity 
of  provifions  to  withftand  a long  fiege  ; they  were  belides  inti- 
midated not  only  by  the  retreat  of  the  combined  armies,  but  alfo 
by  a barbarous  law  that  menaced  their  lives.  Robefpierre  and 
his  affociates,  not  content  with  ftaining  the  fcaffold  daily  with 
the  blood  of  the  beft  and  moft  illuftrious  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens, had  wrefted  a decree  from  the  too-compliant  convention, 
threatening  extermination  againft  all  thofe  who,  after  a certain 
period,  ihould  prefume  to  defend  the  frontier  towns  lately  apper-* 
taining  to  France. 

General  Scherer  having  appeared  before  Landrecies,  im- 
mediately fummoned  that  place,  and  the  fatal  term  of  twenty- 
four  hours  was  fuffered  to  elapfe,  after  which  the  foreign  troops 
were  to  be  put  to  the  fword.  But  although  the  governour  at  firft 
declined  to  capitulate,  yet  he  did  not  permit  any  of  the  for- 
tifications to  be  injured  ; for  no  fooner  had  the  French  broken 
Recapture  of  ground,  and  eretSled  batteries,  than  he  propofed  terms  ; thefc 
[jTlyTo*!]"  were  refufed  ; and  the  garrifon,  confifting  of  near  two  thoufand 
men,  furrendered  at  difcretion. 
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The  fame  general  and  the  fame  army  next  appeared  before  BOOK  v. 
Quefnoy,  which  after  a fimilar  ceremony  opened  its  gates,  an 
event  notified  to  the  convention  by  the  telegraphe,  firll  ufed  upon  1794. 
this  occafion"^.  In  a few  days  more,  Valenciennes,  which  had  j 

been  taken  with  fuch  difficulty,  followed  the  example  of  the  Valenciennes, 
two  former  places,  and  fubmicted  to  its  ancient  mafters  ; nor  did 
Conde,  the  name  of  which  was  now  exchanged  for  that  of  3o.] 

Nord  Libre^  exhibit  the  lead;  inclination  to  refift,  but  yielded  [he^French* * * §^ 
alfo,  without  being  able  to  obtain  a capitulation.  Under  the 
walls  of  one  of  thefe  places  f were  obtained  one  hundred  and 
ninety  waggons  loaded  with  ftores  and  ammunition ; and  in 
another  X was  found  a rich  booty  of  three  millions  of  florins  in 
fpecie.  But  although  all  the  garrifons  had  infringed  the  terms 
of  the  fanguinary  decree  already  alluded  to,  neither  officers  nor 
foldiers  were  treated  with  cruelty ; the  unhappy  emigrants,  how- 
ever, were  delivered  up  to  the  military  tribunals,  and  raofl;  of 
them  puniffied  with  death  §.  The  forbearance  exercifed  on  this 
occafion  towards  the  foreign  troops,  originated’ in  the  ftate  of 


* The  intelligence  was  tranfmitted  to  Paris  within  the  fpace  of  a tingle  hour  after  the 
furrender,  by  means  of  thirteen  diftinil  motions.  When  this  inftrument,  the  invention 

of  citizen  Chappe,  had  attained  a greater  degree  of  perfeftlon,  the  time  occupied  in  a 
fimilar  communication  between  LItleand  the  capital,  did  not  exceed  two  minutes, 

f Conde.  J Valenciennes. 

§ Extrafi from  a Report  relative  to  Valenciennes,  Conde,  Ze  Quefnoy,  and  Landrecies,  read 
by  Carnot  in  the  French  Convention,  September  22,  1 7 9^,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee  of 
Publiclc  Safety. 

“It  was  neceflary  to  retake  the  fortreffes  of  which  the  enemy  had  obtained  pof- 
feflion,  and  in  order  that  it  might  be  done  more  fpeedily,  it  was  refolved  to  adopt 
revolutionary  means;  the  decree  of  the  l6th  Meffidor  ordered,  that  fuch  of  the  gar- 
rifons fhould  be  put  to  the  fword  as  refufed  to  furrender  within  twenty-four  hours  after 
being  fummoned.  Neverthelefs,  it  was  not  forgotten  that  this  law  might  become  a 
terrible  weapon  againft  ourfelves,  by  infufing  defpair  into  the  minds  of  the  foreign  troops. 
The  committee  felt  that  the  convention  did  not  mean  to  pafs  a decree  of  carnage,  but  to 
fave  the  country : they,  therefore,  fufFered  the  generals  to  ufe  their  own  prudence,  with 
VOL.  I.  3 S 
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BOOK  V.  parties  j for  when  the  unrelenting  charader  of  Maximilian  Ro- 
befpierre  and  his  accomplices  is  conhdered,  there  can  be  but  little 
179-I'  doubt  that  they  would  have  ftridtly  enforced  their  original  threats, 
and  thus  devoted  their  names  to  new  infamy  ; but  the  execution 
of  this  monfler,  whofe  exertions  had  of  late  been  folely  confined 
to  the  management  of  the  guillotine,,  prevented  the  carnage  thev 
had  meditated,  and  in  fome  meafure  refcued  France  from  frefli 
reproach. 

In  the  mean  lime  the  armies,  but  little  influenced  by  the  con- 


refpedl  to  executing  or  not  executing  the  deci-ee.  The  four  garrifons  were  reftored  to  the 
republic  In  let's  than  four  decades. 

We  found  in  Valenciennes  three  millions  of  florins  in  fpecle,  about  fix  millions  and  a 
half  of  livres.  Landrecles  did  not  choofe  to  wait  till  her  fortifications  fliould  be  injured. 
Le  Quefnoy  and  Conde  made  ftill  lefs  refiftance.  The  commandants  of  fuch  of  the  places 
as  did  not  obey  the  decree  within  the  twenty-four  hours  prefcribed,  were  arrefted  and  ren- 
dered refponfible  for  the  non-execution  of  the  decree.  Defpots  are  the  only  perfons  whom 
the  convention  would  punifli,  and  not  thofe  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  their  flaves. — 
f Loud  Applavfes.) 

Notwlthftanding  the  perfidy  of  Robefpierre,  who  gave  It  as  his  advice  that  each  of  the- 
places  fliould  be  aflTaulted,  though  he  knew  that  each  aflault  would  have  coft  us  at  lead  fix 
thoufand  men ; notwlthftanding  the  hopes  of  that  monfber,  who  only  waited  for  a check  on 
the  part  of  our  army  for  the  purpofe  of  accufing  his  colleagues  ; Valenciennes,  Condf, 
Quefnoy,  and  Landrecles,  coft  little  blood  to  the  republick  ere  they  were  reftored. — ^The 
garrifons  furrendered  at  difcretion,  and  France  triumphed  equally  by  her  generofity  and 
her  courage. 

" In  remembrance  of  thele  happy  events,  Conde  has  received  the  name  of  Nord  Libre ; 
and  under  the  walls  of  that  fortrefs  we  have  found  one  hundred  and  ninety  waggons  of 
ftores,  provifions,  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds. 

“ Thus  fade  away  for  ever  all  the  chimerical  hopes  of  all  our  enemies  ! and  thus  have  the 
tphemeral  fuccefles  of  Europe  produced  only  fliame  to  her,  and  glory  to  us. 

“ What,  cannot  all  Europe  conquer  France  ! — that  country  which  has  been  fald  to  be 
• only  a chafm  in  the  map  of  Europe.’  Wait,  legiflators ; the  combined  powers  have  only 
deferred  their  formidable  defigns,  and  next  year  they  are  determined  to  march  to  Paris. — 
f Laughter.) 

The  emigrants  taken.  In  the  different  garrifons  have  been  delivered  to  the  military  tri- 
bunals.— The  national  reprefentatives  on  miflions  have  taken  proper  fteps  to  reftore  to  thofe 
four  communes  the  ufual  aflivity  in  their  commerce,,  primary  fchools,  and  conftituted 
a'.itborities.” 
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vulfions  that  had  taken  place  in  the  capital,  were  put  in  motion,  BOOK  v. 
and  refumed  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  after  a fufpenfion  of 
nearly  two  months, during  which  interval  the  four  frontier  garrifons  ^ 
had  been  fubdued.  Accordingly,  while  Pichegru  prepared  with 
one  body  of  troops  to  attack  Holland,  another  alTembled  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  BrulTels  under  Jourdan,  and  proceeded  in  pur- 
fuit  of  Clairfayt,  who  had  fucceeded  the  prince  de  Cobourg  as 
commander  in  chief,  and  was  the  only  general  who  now  kept  the 
field  ; for  the  duke  of  York  had  by  this  time  withdrawn  into 
Dutch  Brabant,  after  a long  and  inelFedual  ftruggle,  and  the 
hereditary  prince  of  Orange  was  obliged  to  crofs  the  Dyle  to 
prevent  his  army  from  being  furrounded. 

The  field-marfhal,  now  at  the  head  of  the  Auftrian  troops, 
after  being  obliged  by  general  Kleber  to  evacuate  Louvain,  and 
abandon  Namur  and  Antwerp,  in  each  of  which  an  immenfe 
booty  was  found,  aflumed  a new  pofition  ; but  he  was  attacked 

^ r rr  ^ i n T Clairfayt. 

three  days  in  fucceflion,  and,  notwithftandmg  a momentary  [Sept.  J5.3 
fuccefs  on  the  part  of  general  Kray,  the  number  and  enthufiafm 
of  the  enemy  finally  triumphed,  fo  that  the  Auftrians  were 
obliged  to  take  advantage  of  a fog  to  enfure  a fafe  retreat. 

Jourdan  now  prelTed  forward  with  his  ufual  ardour,  while 
the  Auftrian  general  retreated,  ftill  worfted,  but  never  wholly 
overcome,  firft  to  Herve,  and  then  to  Aix-la-Chapelle.  The  Dedtlve  at- 
French,  having  waited  for  the  arrival  of  the  main  body  of  the  AuRr'iLs^^ 
army,  aflaulted  all  the  enemy’s  pofts  from  Ruremonde  to  Juliers.  ^-1 

Clairfayt,  who  had  by  this  time  occupied  a ftrong  pofition  upon 
the  Roer,  ftill  hoped  to  be  able  to  refill,  and  the  vidory  for  a 
long  time  proved  doubtful  ; but  the  continual  attacks  and  un- 
diminiflring  ardour  of  the  French,  at  length  obliged  him  to  retire 
into  Germany,  after  having  loft  near  ten  thoufand  men  in  theThcAuf- 
courfe  of  three  days.  The  republicans  were  now  in  pofleflion  of  driven  acrofs 
Herve,  Malmedy,  and  Spa ; preparations  were  made  to  inveft  Bhme. 
Maeftricht  and  Venloo  ; the  city  of  Cologne  was  in  their  pof- 
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Coblentz 

taken. 

[Oa.  '23.] 


PIchegru 
enters  Hol- 
land. 


Capture  of 
Sluys. 
[Aug.  ‘25.] 


Aaion  at 
Boxtel. 
[Sept.  15.] 


felTion  j and  a detachment  of  their  army  under  general  Moreau 
feized  alfo  upon  Coblentz,  where  the  emigrants  had  originally 
appeared  in  arms  ; fo  that  Mentz  was  now  the  only  place  which 
the  allies  polTefTed  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

While  the  armies  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  under  Jourdan, 
were  chafing  the  Auftrians  acrofs  the  Rhine,  Pichegru,  at  the 
head  of  the  army  of  the  North,  was  making  preparations  for  the 
invafion  of  Holland. 

After  this  general  had  remained  feventeen  days  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Antwerp,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifliing  magazines 
and  enfuring  a fupply  of  provifions,  his  troops  at  length  com- 
menced their  march,  and  affumed  a pofition  at  Turnhout,  near 
Hoogftraten.  On  this  the  duke  of  York,  knowing  the  fupe- 
riour  force  of  the  enemy,  immediately  retired  towards  Bois-le- 
duc,  and  relinquifhed  the  defence  of  Breda  to  its  garrifon. 

In  the  mean  time  Moreau  had  undertaken  the  fiege  of  Sluys, 
and  to  complete  the  inveftment  of  that  place,  it  became  necelTary 
to-poft  a body  of  troops  in  the  ifle  of  Cadfandi  This  operation 
appeared  at  firft  to  be  attended  by  nearly  infufmountable  ob- 
ftacles,  for  the  palTage  was  defended  by  a battery  of  fourteen  can- 
non, and  the  troops  were  entirely  deftitute  either  of  pontoons  or 
veffels  proper  for  their  tranfport ; but  the  audacity  of  the  foldiers 
fupplied  all  deficiencies,  for  while  fome  of  them  fwam  over, 
others  croffed  the  arm  of  the  fea  in  fmall  boats,  and  the  young 
and  adventurous  general  entered  the  place  as  a vidtor,  and  thus 
added  to  the  acquifitions  of  the  republick,  at  the  very  moment 
when  his  aged  father  had  fallen  a facrifieg  tQ  the  fufpicions  of  the 
triumphant  fadliou. 

Pichegru  deeming  it  prudent  to  abandon  the  idea  of  the  fiege 
of  Breda  for  the  prefent,  in  order  to  oblige  the  Englifh  to  crofs 
the  Maefe,  commenced  his  march  for  that  purpofe,  and  came  up 
with  the  duke  of  York’s  advanced  guard,  ftrongly  polled  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Dommel,  all  the  bridges  over  which,  as  well  as 
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thofe  acrofs  a neighbouring  ftream,  had  been  broken  down.  This  BOOK  v. 
obftacle  retarded  the  adtion,  which  commenced  at  three  o’clock, 
and  continued  until  fix  in  the  evening ; when  the  French  179 1. 
having  effected  a paflage,  partly  by  fwimming  and  partly  by 
rafts,  the  troops  of  Heffe  Darmftadt,  who  occupied  an  advanced 
pofition,  fuffered  confiderably,  and  a confiderable  number  of 
them  laid  down  their  arms  As  the  lofs  of  Boxtel  would 
oblige  his  royal  highnefs  to  abandon  the.  whole  of  his  line 
of  defence,  it  was  determined  to  fend  lieutenant-general  Aber- 
cromby  at  the  head  of  the  referve,  during  the  enfuing  night, 
with  orders  if  polfible  to  retake  it  but  the  enemy  being  found 
too  ftrong,  the  troops  returned  j and  the  commander  in  chief 
having  learned  by  this  time  that  numerous  columns  to  the 
amount  of  eighty  thoufand  men  'f  were  advancing  againft  him,  it 
was  deemed  prudent  to  withdraw,  more  efpecially  as  an  attack 
appeared  to  be  meditated  againft  his  left,  which  was  the  moft 
vulnerable  point.  This  portion  of  the  allied  troops  accordingly 
retreated  acrofs  the  Maefe  in  good  order,  after  having  loft,  ac- 
cording to  the  French  accounts,  two  thoufand  men,  who  were 
made  prifoners,  feven  cannon,  and  a number  of  horfes ; while 
Bois-le-duc  and  Bergen-op-zoom,  as  well  as  Breda,  being  no 
longer  protected  by  a covering  army,  were  obliged  to  depend  on 
their  own  internal  ftrength  and  refources. 

As  it  now  became  necelfary  to  obtain  polTeflion  of  fome  ftrong  inyeftment  of 

, . , • r 1 rn  Bois-le-duc. 

place,  whence  the  invading  army  might  draw  its  fubliftence,  the  [Sept,  23.] 
fiege  of  the  firft  of  thefe  towns  was  refolved  upon,  and  it  was 


* The  French,  who  have  as  ufual  magnified  this  defeat,  affert,  that  thirty  huflars 
made  two  battalions  lay  down  their  arms  j while  a Angle  drummer,  alone  and  unfupported, 
took  ten  prifoners : 

“ C’eft  dans  cette  occafion  ou  Ton  a dit  que  trente  huflars  du  hultieme  regiment  firent 
pofer  les  armes  a deux  battalions.  Ce  fait  eft  exa£l  j & il  eft  encore  vrai  qu’un  tambour, 
qui  avoit  a peine  dix-hult  ans,  feul  & fans  armes,  nous  amena  dix  prifonnlers.”  Cam- 
pagnes  du  General  Pickegru,  park  Citoyen  David,  temoin  de  la plupart dekurs  exploits. p-  79* 
f London  Gazette  Extraordinary,  Sunday,  September  21. 
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BOOK  V.  accordingly  in  veiled,  notwithftanding  the  difficulty  of  the  under- 
taking  in  confequence  of  the  inundations.  At  length,  the  fort 
1794.  of  Orten  having  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  that  of 
Crevecoeur  bombarded  and  taken,  the  governour  of  Bois-le-duc, 
[Sept.  29.]  notwithftanding  the  floods  were  increafed  by  incefTant  rains, 
Surrender  of  agreed  to  a capitulation,  and,  to  the  great  furprife  of  the  vidlors 
themfelves,  refigned  the  place. 

On  this,  general  Pichegru  Immediately  croflfed  the  Maefe  in 
purfuit  of  the  enemy,  regulating  all  his  movements  in  exa<ft 
conformity  to  the  operations  of  Jourdan  j while,  in  dired:  oppo- 
fition  to  received  opinions,  he  left  the  ftrong  towns  of  Sas-de- 
Ghent,  Hult,  and  Axel,  in  Dutch  Flanders,  as  well  as  Bergen- op- 
zoom  and  Breda,  in  Dutch  Brabant,  in  his  rear 

The  duke  of  York,  who  is  allowed  on  this  occafion  even  by 
the  enemy  to  have  conduded  his  retreat  with  great  ability  in 
the  face  of  a fuperiour  army,  waited  for  the  invaders  in  a ftrong 
pofition  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pufflech,  having  his  two  wings 
fupported  by  two  rivers.  The  French,  notwithftanding  this, 
moved  forward  in  four  columns,  and  attacked  the  whole  of  the 
advanced  polls  on  his  right,  particularly  thofe  of  Drutin  and 
Appelthern,  the  former  of  which  was  defended  by  the  37th  re- 
giment, and  the  latter  by  the  prince  of  Rohan’s  light  battalion.  * 
Thefe  troops  conduded  themfelves  with  great  gallantry ; but  a 
poft  on  the  left  having  been  forced,  major  Ffope,  after  diftinguifti- 
ing  himfelf  greatly,  was  obliged  to  retreat  along  the  dyke  of  the 
Waal,  where  his  regiment  being  charged  furioufly  by  the  enemy’s 
horfe,  fuffered  confiderably ; major-general  Fox  is  faid  to  have  been 
nearly  at  the  fame  time  taken  prifoner,  and  detained  for  a few 
minutes  by  a French  huflar,  while  encouraging  the  troops  to  a 


A(fV!on  at 
Pufflech. 

[oa.  19.] 


It  was  not  until  the  igth  of  Oaober,  that  the  two  hrft  divifions  of  the  French  troops 
under  the  generals  Bonneau  and  Souham  eroded  the  Maefe,  near  Tefflen.  This  delay  pro* 
ceeded  from  the  want  of  pontoons,  nineteen  only  of  which  could  be  procured. 
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ftrenuous  oppofitlon.  On  this  occafion  too,  the  unfortunate  emi-  book  v. 
grants  fuffered  confiderably,  for  general  Jardan,  at  the  head  of  the 
third  regiment  of  cavalry,  made  a moft  deftru (Stive  charge  upon 
the  legion  of  Rohan,  which  he  completely  defeated  and  almoft 
deftroyed,  as  he  made  only  fixty-two  prifoners 

After  this  engagement,  the  duke  of  York  immediately  retired 
behind  the  Waal,  while  the  invading  army,  notwithftanding  the 
advanced  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  obftacles  arifmg  out  of  the 
nature  of  the  country,  prepared  to  befiege  the  neighbouring 
garrifons. 

Venloo  was  accordingly  invefted  by  general  Laurent,  who  is  Capture  of 

Vciiloo. 

faid  upon  this  occafion  to  have  had  no  more  than  four  thoufand  ^ 

men  under  his  command,  and  to  have  been  deftitute  of  heavy 
artillery.  He  however  commenced  his  operations  within  one 
hundred  fathoms  of  the  covered-way,  and  a capitulation  having 
been  alfented  to,  the  troops  were  permitted  to  march  out  with  the 
honours  of  war  and  ten  pieces  of  cannon. 

In  the  mean  time,  Pichegru,  who  had  fat  down  before 
Nimeguen  with  the  main  body  of  the  forces,  was  obliged  to 
abandon  the  command  to  Moreau,  in  confequence  of  having  con- 
tracted an  inveterate  cutaneous  difeafe,  which  forced  him  to 
repair  to  Bruffels. 

During  his  abfence,  general  Kleber  greatly  facilitated  the 
operations  of  the  two  grand  armies,  by  the  celerity  with  which 
he  reduced  Maeftricht.  That  city  was  befieged  and  taken  by  Surrender  of 
Louis  XIV.  in  thirteen,  and  by  Louis  XV.  in  twenty-one  days  ; 
on  both  of  which  occafions  medals  were  ftruck,  while  the  beft 
poets  and  painters  of  the  time  celebrated  the  conqueft  by  the 
exertion  of  their  refpecStive  talents ; but  amidft  this  wonderful 
campaign,  the  capture  of  fo  important  a fortrefs,  although  the 


* Hiftoirc  Chronologique  des  Operations  de  I’Armee  du  Nord,  p.  117, 
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BOOK  V.  trenches  had  been,  opened  during  no  more  than  eleven  days,  ex- 
cited  but  little  attention. 

The  French,  however,  appeared  for  awhile  to  be  lefs  for- 
tunate in  their  attack  upon  another  city,  which  was  not  only 
defended  by  a numerous  garrifon,  but  covered  by  the  duke  of 
York,  who  from  his  camp  at  Arnheim  was  enabled  at  any  time 
to  throw  in  fupplies.  The  enemy,  after  forcing  the  Britifh  out- 
pofts  in  front  of  the  place,  immediately  attacked  Fort  St.  Andre, 
and  lieutenant-general  Abercromby  and  lieutenant-colonel  Clarke 
were  llightly  wounded  in  the  Ikirmifh  that  enfued,  as  was  alfo 
captain  Picton  in  a fally  from  the  place.  At  length  the  French 
broke  ground  under  the  diredlion  of  general  Souham,  and  began 
to  conftrudt  their  batteries;  on  which  count  Walmoden marched 
out  fuddenly  with  a body  of  Britifh  infantry  and  cavalry  *,  two 
battalions  of  Dutch,'  the  legion  of  Damas,  and  fome  Hanoverian 
horfe  under  major-general  De  Burgh,  who  was  wounded  while 
leading  on  his  men  with  great  gallantry.  On  this  occafion  the 
infantry  advanced  under  a fevere  fire,  and  jumping  into  the 
trenches  without  returning  a fhot,  charged  with  the  bayonet,  and 
by  this  check  greatly  retarded  the  enemy’s  works. 

As  it  now  appeared  evident  that  the  place  could  not  be  taken 
until  all  intercourfe  with  the  Englifh  army  was  cut  off,  two 
ftrong  batteries  were  immediately  erected,  on  the  right  and 
left  of  the  lines  of  defence,  and  thefe  were  fo  efFe(3:ually 
ferved  that  they  at  length  deftroyed  one  of  the  boats  which 
fupported  the  bridge  of  communication.  The  damage  fuf- 
tained  upon  this  occafion  was  immediately  repaired  by  an 
officer  'f  of  the  navy  ; but  the  duke  of  York,  being  aware 
of  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy’s  fire,  determined  to  with- 


[Not.  6.J 


* This  detachment  confided  of  the  Sth,  27th,  28th,  55th,  63d,  and  7Sth  regiments  of 
infantry,  and  the  7th  and  15th  light-horfe. 

-i"  Lieutenant,  now  commodore,  Popham. 
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draw  every  thing  from  the  town  beyond  what  was  barely  book  v, 
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1794. 


neceflary  for  its  defence.  All  the  artillery  of  the  referve,  with 
the  Britilh,  Hanoverian,  and  Heflian  battalions,  accordingly 
retired  ; but  piquets,  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  hundred  men, 
were  left  under  the  command  of  major-general  de  Burgh.  The 
Dutch,  on  feeing  themfelves  abandoned,  became  difpirited,  and 
determined  alfo  to  evacuate  the  place ; but  an  unfortunate  fliot 
having  carried  away  the  top  of  the  mail  of  the  flying  bridge,  it 
Iwung  round,  and  about  four  hundred  of  the  garrifon  were  im- 
mediately taken  prifoners,  on  which  thofe  that  remained  in  the  Surrender  of 
fortifications  opened  the  gates  to  the  befiegers  *.  [Nov^r]* 

In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  York,  defirous  of  avoiding  an 
engagement  which  might  have  been  attended  with  the  moft  fatal 
effects  in  refped:  to  Holland,  retired  immediately,  while  Moreau 
and  the  other  generals  reprefented  the  ftate  of  the  French  army 
to  be  filch  as  required  repofe.  But  the  government  was  inex- 
orable on  this  fubje(fl,  and,  notwithftanding  the  rigours  of  the 
climate  and  the  feafon,  determined  to  profecute  military  opera- 
tions during  the  whole  winter.  The  paflage  of  the  Waal  was  The  French 
accordingly  refolved  upon,  and  general  Daendels,  a Dutch  crofsThe ^ 
emigrant,  who  had  of  late  exhibited  thofe  talents  in  the  field 
which  he  had  before  difplayed  in  the  forum,  was  entrufted 
with  the  enterprife.  Having  colleded  a number  of  boats,  he 
filled  them  with  troops  and  effedted  a landing  near  the  poll  of 
Ghent  during  a thick  fog,  in  confequence  of  which  he  was  alfo 
enabled  to  furprife  a battery.  This  attack,  which  extended  to 
feveral  polls  in  the  line  occupied  by  the  allies,  particularly  Fort 


* The  French  at  this  period  publiflied  an  abfurd  report,  tvhich  has  fince  been  admitted 
into  feveral  of  their  memoirs  on  the  war,  particularly  “ Les  Campagnes  du  General 
Pichegru,'*  p.  12(),  accufing  the  Englifli  cf  perfidy,  and  aflerting  that  they  fired  on  their 
allies  the  Dutch  while  attempting  to  efcape  by  means  of  the  flying  bridge. 
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Difficulties 
attendant  on 
the  invafion 
of  Holland. 


Partly  re- 
moved by  a 
froll  fimilar 
to  that  of 
1758. 


St.  Andre,  Donvert,  Panderon,  and  the  ifle  of  Byland,  did  not 
however  prove  ultimately  fuccefsful,  for  many  of  the  alfailants 
were  killed  upon  this  occofion  by  the  lire  of  the  batteries,  and  a 
multitude  drowned,  in  confequence  of  which  the  projedl  was  at 
length  entirely  relinquillied.  Preparations,  however,  were  made 
to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  approaching  campaign,  and  the 
generals  Bonneau  and  Lemaire  received  orders  to  inveft  Breda, 
by  means  of  winter  cantonments ; Grave  alfo  was  furrounded  in 
a fimilar  manner,  and  all  the  necelTary  difpofitions  were  taken  to 
infure  the  conqueft  of  Holland  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  fpring. 

But  this  was  no  eafy  enterprife.  The  water  on  every  fide 
oppofed  obftacles  nearly  infurmountable  to  an  invading  army;  and 
lakes,  marlhes,  and  rivers,  feeined  to  have  cqnfpired  to  infure  the 
independence  of  the  Batavians.  The  only  practicable  roads  being 
thofe  conftruCled  on  the  fummits  of  the  dykes,  it  was  evident, 
notwithftanding  his  increafmg  unpopularity,  that  the  ftadtholder, 
reduced  to  defpair,  might  recur  to  the  fame  means  againft  the 
French  republick  that  his  predecelfors  had  employed  with  fuccefs 
in  oppofition  to  the  monarchy.  In  other  countries,  a mild  and 
favourable  feafon  is  in  general  necelTary  for  the  purpofes  of  fub- 
jugation  ; but,  during  a winter  campaign  here,  nothing  lefs  than 
an  intenfe  and  rigorous  froft,  which,  by  converting  the  water  into 
folid  ice,  might  facilitate  the  tranfport  of  armies,  cannon,  and 
ammunition,  could  achieve  the  overthrow  of  the  houfe  ofNalTau, 

The  operations  of  the  French  had  been  now  fufpended  up- 
wards of  a month,  and  an  awful  paufe  had  taken  place  in  the 
career  of  victory ; it  w^as  even  uncertain  whether  on  the  return  of 
line  weather  it  would  be  fafe  to  venture  further  into  a country 
which  might  be  fo  eafily  laid  under  water,  and  the  genial  winters 
that  had  occurred  in  Europe  for  fome  years  paft,  prohibited  the 
hope  of  that  degree  of  congelation  necelTary  for  military  enterprifes. 

The  feafon,  however,  foon  alTumed  a menacing  appearance  for 
the  Dutch,  as  the  froft  fet  in,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year. 
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with  an  unexpedled  degree  of  rigour.  On  this  general  Pichegru,  BOOlU  v, 
. for  whom  repofe  had  no  longer  any  charms,  although  his  health 
was  not  as  yet  entirely  re-eftablifhed,  immediately  left  BrulTels  i7yi-5. 
and  proceeded  to  head-quarters.  On  his  arrival  there,  finding 
that  both  the  Maefe  and  the  Waal  were  already  able  to  beai' 
troops,  he  determined  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity 
to  complete  his  projects.  Two  brigades,  under  the  generals  Refumption 

!•  1 *11  1 r of  holtilitics. 

Daendels  and  Often,  accordingly  received  orders  to  march  acrofs  07  ] 
the  ice  to  the  ifle  of  Bommel ; a detachment  was  at  the  fame  time  Surrender  of 
detached  againft  Fort  St.  Andre  ; and  the  reduction  of  thofe  places, 
which  at  any  other  time  would  have  been  attended  with  great  St.  An- 
flaughter,  was  now  achieved  almoft  without  bloodfhed,  at  a time 
when  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  had  fallen  lower  than  at  any 
former  period  during  the  laft  thirty  years.  Sixteen  .hundred  pri- 
foners  and  an  immenfe  number  of  cannon  rewarded  the  toils  of  the 
invading  army,  while  the  allies,  unable  to  withftand  their  numbers, 
retired  to  the  entrenchments  betVeen  Gorcum  and  Cuylenberg. 

A fuccefsful  attack  was  made  at  the  fame  time  on  the  lines  of 
Breda,  Oudebofch,  and  Sevenbergen ; but  what  was  infinitely 
more  important,  the  town  of  Grave,  confidered  as  a mafterpiecc 
of  fortification,  and  which  had  already  fuffered  a blockade  of  two 
months,  being  deftitute  of  provifion  and  ammunition,  was  now  - 
forced  to  furrender,  in  confequence  of  which  its  garrifon  was  Capture  of 
made  prifoners  of  war. 

* . . . [Dec.  ey.j 

A FEW  days  after  this,  the  weather  continuing  favourable  to 
his  enterprife,  Picliegru  determined  to  crofs  the  Waal  in  the  i7y.>. 
neighbourhood  of  Nimeguen,  with  his  whole  army;  this  was  [Jan.  11.] 
accordingly  effected,  and  whole  battalions  of  infantry,  fquadrons  The  French 
of  cavalry,  detachments  of  artillery,  with  an  immenfe  number 
of  waggons,  pafled  over  this  branch  of  the  Rhine,  without  the 
affiftance  of  either  bridges  or  boats.  The  whole  of  the  troops  [Jan. 
had  not,  however,  reached  the  place  of  deftination,  when  a 
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BOOK  V.  fudden  thaw,  hy  cutting  off  the  communication,  feemed  to  hazard 
CHAP.  II.  fuccefs  of  the  whole  expedition  ; but  the  froft,  by  refuming  its 
empire,  enabled  the  French  to  form  a junction,  and  Gorcum,  the 
head-quarters  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  was  now  threatened  with 
an  affault. 

The  duke  of  York  having  in  the  mean  time  returned  to' 
England,  the  command  devolved  upon  general  Walmoden,  who 
achieved  every  thing  that  was  poffible  to  be  performed  by  an 
army  deftined  to  contend  againft  an  enemy  fuperiour  in  point  of 
numbers,  inured  to  hardfhips,  and  accuftomed  to  vidory.  But, 
although  major-general  David  Dundas  had  fucceeded  in  an  expe- 
dition, in  the  courfe  of  which  he  carried  Tayl,  and  drove  a body 
of  the  enemy  acrofs  the  ice,  with  the  lofs  of  a number  of  men 
and  four  pieces  of  cannon,  yet  it  was  deemed  neceffary,  in  the 
courfe  of  a few  days,  to  remove  the  head-quarters  from  Arnheim 
to  Amerongen.  An  obftinate  froft  having  converted  the  w^hole 
of  the  low  country  into  one  continued  fheet  of  ice,  the  allies 
were  obliged  to  fall  back  during  the  night  firft  upon  Buern, 
and  foon  after  took  refuge  behind  the  Leek.  They  however  at 
tjmes  attacked  the  enemy,  and  proved  fuccefsful  in  an  affair  o€ 
polls  at  Gelder  Malfel,  on  which  occalion  major-general  lord 
Cathcart,  with  three  Englilh  regiments  * and  the  Britilh  hulans, 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  greatly,  and  this  too  during  a period  when 
the  troops,  notwithftanding  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon,  were 
frequently  obliged  to  pafs  the  night  in  the  open  air.  At  length, 
however,  the  enemy,  having  croffed  over  the  frozen  Waal  in  five 
different  columns,  attacked  the  line  of  the  allies,  forced  the 


£Jan.  10.] 


* The  14th,  27th,  and  28th.  At  the  attack  of  the  fort  of  Meteren,  the  14th,  S3d,  42d,  and 
78th,  alfo  conduced  themfelves  with  great  bravery.  The  gallantry  of  lieutenant  Elringtpn 
of  the  14th  is  recorded  in  lord  Cathcart’s  difpatch  ; and  mention  is  made  at  the  fame  time  of 
the  fervices  of  colonels  Gillman,  Paget,  and  captain  Kirkman,  as  well  as  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Fuller  and  lieutenant-colonel  Alexander  Hope,  who  were  feverely  wounded  upon 
this  occafion. 
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Auftrians  to  abandon  Huefden,  and  the  Hanoverians  to  retreat  BOOK  V. 
acrofs  the  Lingen  ; but  they  were  repulfed  for  a time  at  Rhenen 
by  the  fpirited  condiid;  of  the  Britifh  guards  and  Salm’s  infantry  ; 
the  Englifh,  however,  withdrew  in  the  courfe  of  that  very  night 
to  Voorthuifen,  deeming  themfelves  lucky  to  be  able  to  remove 
all  the  wounded  officers,  and  the  whole  of  the  fick,  except  about 
three  hundred,  v,*ho  were  recommended  by  lieutenant-general 
Harcourt  to  the  humanity  of  the  French,  and  treated  with  great 
kindnefs.  All  the  veffels  on  the  Leek,  containing  forage  and 
ftores,  were  now  burnt,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  ammunition 
contained  in  fifteen  ordnance  veffels  at  Rotterdam  was  at  the 
fame  time  deftroyed. 

The  Britifh  troops  having  been  thus  obliged  to  abandon  the  Surrender  of 
province  of  Utrecht,  its  capital  was  entered  by  general  Salm,  on 
thQ  very  day  that  general  Vandamme  took  polTeffion  of  Arnheim  ; 
while  the  fortrefs  of  Gertruydenburg,  nearly  at  the  fame  period,  Gertruyden- 
capitulated  to  general  Bonneau.  - burgh. 

The  fituation  of  the  prince  of  Orange  was  now  truly  de- 
plorable. His  ferene  highnefs  had  publifhed  many  animated 
addreffes  to  the  people,  entreating  them  to  rife  in  arms,  and 
defend  their  country ; but  he  was  unable,  like  his  anceflors,  to 
infpire  the  Dutch  with  a fpirit  of  refiftance  ; and  many  refpedable 
citizens  of  Amllerdam  not  only  oppofed  his  plan  to  produce  a 
grand  inundation  around  that  city  by  opening  all  the  furrounding 
fluices,  and  breaking  down  the  different  fea  dykes,  but  actually 
deprecated  the  idea  of  admitting  a foreign  garrifon  for  its  de- 
fence The  imprifonment  of  feveral  of  the  petitioners  added 
greatly  to  the  unpopularity  of  his  government ; and  no  fooner  did 
the  invafron  begin  to  affume  a formidable  attitude,  than  fecret 
committees  were  formed  within  the  principal  cities  of  the  re- 


* Petition  of  the  citizens  of  Amfterdam,  of  the  anti-fladtholdcrlan  party,  dated  Oiffobes; 
14,  1794. 


S02 


WARS  OF  THE 


BOOK  V.  publlck,  while  the  Batavian  emigrants  without,  not  only  diredled 
the  efforts  of  the  enemy  towards  the  moft  vulnerable  points,  but 
I79j.  aided  them  at  the  fame  time  by  means  of  their  influence  and  even 
by  their  perfonal  fervices. 

No  fooner  had  Pichegru  advanced  along  the  ice,  and  menaced 
the  capital  with  a vifit,  than  the  ftadtholder  repaired  to  the 
affembly  of  the  ftates -general  and  requefted  that  his  two  fons 
might  be  permitted  to  refign  the  commiflions  which  they  held  in 
the  army  of  the  republick.  On  the  fucceeding  day  he  alked  for, 
and  obtained,  permiflion  to  withdraw  during  a fhort  period  from 
the  territories  of  the  union  ; for  general  Daendels,  from  his  head- 
quarters at  Deerdam,  had  by  this  time  invited  the  province  of 
Holland  to  rife  in  arms,  and  effe£l;  -a  change,  while  the  revolu- 
tionary committee  of  Amfterdam,  which  now  avowed  itfelf  for 
the  firfl:  time,  difmiffed  the  magiftrates  of  the  capital,  nominated 
Viffcher,  formerly  imprifoned  and  condemned  to  banifliment, 
mayor,  and  elected  a new  body  of  reprefentatives  f . 


* January  l6,  1795. 

f Proclamation. 

“ Brave  Citizens  ! 

We  G,  Puyu,  S.  Wifelus,  J.  J.  A.  Goges,  J.  Koen,  D.  Von  Laer,  J.  Ondonp,  E. 
Vandenfluis,  P.  Duoreult,  J.  Van  HafTen,  P,  J.  B.  P.  Vander  Aa,  forming  your  revolu- 
tionary committee,  hail  you  with  vows  of  health  and  fraternity. 

By  the  mighty  aid  of  the  French  republick,  and  by  your  own  energy,  you  have  caft 
off  the  tyranny  which  oppreffed  you.  You  are  once  more  in  poffeffion  of  your  rights. 

You  ARE  FREE,  YOU  ARE  EOUAL  ! 

“ Your  tyrants  have  fled  from  their  polls. 

“ ’Fellow-citizens,  you  may  follow  with  confidence  and  fecurlty  your  ulual  avocations. 
Your  perfons,  your  properties,  fliall  be  protefted. 

Wb  propofe  to  you  to  name  as  your  reprefentatives  the  following  burghers.  Be  af- 
fured  that  they  will  watch  over,  and  protedl  your  rights,  your  interefls,  and  your  liberties. 

“ The  citizens  whom  we  offer  to  your  confideration  are: 

“ N.  Van  Staphoerll,  J.  V.  Bieterfe,  J.  P.  Leyden,  G.  Titfingh,  J.  Van  Ejs,  W.  Van- 
der Vieurft,  J.  Teuffet  Junia,  J.  W.  J.  Van  Dam,  S.  Bos,  G.  H.  de  Wilde,  H.  T.  Kate, 
Karel  D’Amoer,  H.  Van  Caltrop,  R.  J.  Schimmelpenning,  N.  Breukelaar,  G.  Vander 
Zoo,  D.  Vanaken,  J.  L.  Hendras,  M.  Van  Mawrick,  J.  Galdberg,  J.  Van  Lang. 


Choofe, 
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The  day  before  this,  the  prince  of  Orange,  with  his  family,  BOOK  v. 
had  fet  off  for  Scheveling,  where  the  hereditary  high-admiral  of 
the  united  provinces  deemed  himfelf  happy  in  being  able  to  find 
an  afylum  on  board  of  a wretched  little  veflel  *,  entirely  deftitute 
of  accommodation,  where  he  waited  the  event  of  a negociation  ; 
but  this  proving  ineffecTual,  his  ferene  highnefs  immediately 
failed  for  England,  and  occupied  for  a time  the  palace  built  by 
his  illuftrious  progenitor. 

While  the  ftadtholder  was  thus  forced  to  fly  from  a country 
where  his  anceftors,  by  their  intrepidity  and  patriotifm,  had 
rendered  themfelves  adored,  a French  officer,  with  difpatches 
from  general  Pichegru,  entered  Amfterdam  and  repaired  to  the  [Jan.  is,] 
houfe  of  the  burgomafter.  In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  a 
multitude  of  the  citizens  placed  the  three-coloured  cockade  in 
their  hats,  and  made  the  flreets  refound  with  patriotick  airs. 

Next  morning  a detachment  of  huflars  ported  themfelves  before 
the  town-houfe,  where  the  tree  of  liberty  was  planted  with  great 
folemnity,  and  the  command  of  the  place  conferred  on  a citizen  f 
attached  to  the  Lovertein  party,  while  De  Winter,  then  a general 


“ Choofe,  fellow-citizens,  thefe  patriots  as  your  reprefentatives,  that,  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  Amfterdam,  they  may  immediately  enter  on  the  adminiftration  of  your 
affairs. 

“ We  once  more  hail  you  worthy  fellow-citizens ! By  your  own  patriotifm,  with  the 
aid  and  under  the  guidance  of  fuch  reprefentatives,  order,  tranquillity,  and  happinefs,  will 
reign  in  this  city.  The  Frenchmen  who  are  among  us  condu6l  themfelves,  indeed,. like 
brethren.  Every  idea  of  plunder,  of  rapine,  or  of  injuftice  of  any  kind,  is  unknown  to 
them.  Fraternity  with  them,  as  with  us,  is  the  sole  order  of  the  day. 

" In  the  name  of  the  revolutionary  committee, 

P.  J.  B.  C.  Vander  Aa." 

“ Amfterdam,  the  19th  January,  1795,  and  the 
1ft  day  of  Dutch  freedom.” 

* The  pink  Johanna  Hogenraat,  commanded  by  J.  O.  Vaillant.  This  veflel  arrived 
at  Harwich,  Tuefday,  January  20,  1 79.5. 

J Krayenhoff. 
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dam. 

[Jan.  20.'J 


BOOK  V.  of  brigade  in  the  French  fervice,  took  pofTeffion  of  the  fleet, 
which  he  was  afterwards  deftined  to  command. 

1795.  A COMPLETE  revolution  was  thus  effeded  throughout  the 
feven  united  provinces.  At  Utrecht  the  adminiftration  was 
changed  without  the  leaft  diforder ; new  municipal  officers  were 
chofen  by  the  burghers,  and  the  orders  of  the  nobility  and  clergy 
fuppreffed.  Events  nearly  fimilar  occurred  at  the  fame  time  at 
Leyden,  Haarlem,  and  the  other  populous  towns. 

The  conquerour  of  Holland,  furrounded  by  the  deputies  of  the 
flates,  now  repaired  to  the  chief  city  of  the  union,  where  he 
was  received  with  tranfports  of  joy.  Dodrecht,  Rotterdam,  the 
Hague,  Helvoetfluys,  were  all  occupied  by  French  troops  in  fuc- 
ceffion ; and  to  complete  the  wonders  of  this  campaign,  a body  of 
horfe,  fupported  by  detachments  of  light  artillery,  adually  ad- 
vanced along  the  ice,  and  forced  a fquadron  of  men-of-war, 
frozen  in  a ftrait  of  the  Zuider  Zee,  between  Weft  Friefland  and 
the  ifland  of  the  Texel,  to  furrender. 

The  ftates-general,  yielding  to  imperious  neceffity,  now  nego- 
ciated  with  the  invaders,  and  iffued  orders  to  all  the  governourj 
to  deliver  up  the  fortifications  on  the  firft  fummons  to  the 
French,  who,  inftead  of  difarming  the  garrifons,  only  required 
them  to  take  an  oath  not  to  carry  arms  againft  the  republick. 

[Jan.  26.]  SooN  after  this  an  affembly  of  deputies  from  many  of  the 
towns  was  held  at  the  Hague,  and  citizen  Peter  Paulus  being 
declared  prefident  of  “ the  affembly  of  the  provifional  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  free  people  of  Holland,”  the  fovereignty  of  the 
Dutch  nation,  and  the  declaration  of  the  rights  of  man,  were 
folemnly  proclaimed  ; the  abolition  of  the  ftadtholderfhip  was 
decreed,  and  the  right  of  fhooting,  hunting,  and  fifhing,  on  his 
own  property,  reftored  to  every  one. 

' After  the  lapfe  of  a fhort  period,  a treaty  of  alliance,  offen- 

five  and  defenfive,  was  concluded  between  the  republick  of  France 
and  that  of  the  feven  united  provinces,  and  Holland,  equally  un- 
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fortunate  in  refpeft  to  her  allies  and  her  enemies,  after  being  book  v. 
overrun  in  confequence  of  impolitick  counfels,  was  doomed 
to  be  deprived  of  a large  portion  of  her  commerce,  and  bereaved  1794. 
of  moft  of  her  foreign  poffeffions,  in  the  progrefs  of  events 
which  fhe  could  neither  anticipate  nor  prevent. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Englifh  army,  now  diminilhed  to  one 
third  of  its  original  number,  after  experiencing  nearly  equal 
diftrefs  from  the  feverity  of  the  feafon  and  the  purfuit  of  the 
enemy,  retired  into  Weftphalia,  leaving  the  wealth  and  refources 
of  this  opulent  country,  one  of  the  cities  of  which  * had  denied 
the  rites  of  hofpitality,  in  the  power  of  a bold,  needy,  and 
enterprifing  enemy.  By  a wonderful  change,  a nation,  whofe 
liberties  and  independence  had  been  fo  recently  threatened,  was 
now  deftined  to  give  the  law  to  neighbouring  nations,  while 
the  pofTeflion  of  Belgium,  the  Palatinate,  and  Holland,  not 
only  refcued  its  inhabitants  from  the  dread  of  famine,  but  en- 
abled them  to  obtain  ample  fupplies  from  countries  accuftomed 
to  furnifh  the  reft  of  Europe  with  corn. 

Thus  ended  the  campaign  in  Holland,  during  which  the 
republicans,  aided  by  the  rigours  of  an  accidental  froft,  achieved 
conquefts  that  the  monarchy,  during  its  moft  brilliant  periods, 
had  been  unable  to  efie<ft  j for  the  Lech  had  proved  an  in- 
furmountable  barrier  to  Louis  XIV.  f amidft  his  career  of  glory ; 
while  the  modern  French,  without  a chief,  deftitute  of  a govern- 
ment, and  devoid  of  finances,  after  crofting  both  that  river  and 
the  Yffel,  carried  their  conquering  arms  to  the  borders  of  the 
Ems. 


Groningen.  f In  l672. 
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Campaign  of  1794  on  the  Rhine, 


BOOK  V. 
CHAP.  III. 


1794-. 


The  French 
fieze  on 
Kail'erflau- 
tern.  Spires, 
&c. 


The  French 
beaten  at 
Kailerflau- 
tern. 

[May  27.] 


While  the  French  armies  were  fubduing  Flanders,  re-annex- 
ing Liege  to  the  republick,  and  menacing  Holland,  their  forces 
on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  although  few  in  point  of  numbers, 
became  their  rivals  in  glory. 

The  campaign  in  this  quarter  was  opened  by  the  reduction  of 
the  ftrong  fort  of  Kaiferflautern  in  the  Palatinate ; and  the  cap- 
ture of  Spires,  Gummorfheim,  and  Leimerlhiem,  extended  the 
conquefts  of  the  republick : fo  great  was  the  terrour  of  the 
Auftrians  in  this  quarter,  that  they  foon  after  abandoned  Fort 
Louis,  now  called  Fort  Vauban,  and  deftroyed  the  works,  on 
hearing  that  the  enemy  were  marching  againft  it. 

A VARIETY  of  bloody  and  uninterefting  lldrmifhes  now  en- 
fued,  but  nothing  of  any  moment  occurred  until  field-marfhal 
Mollendorff,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the  Pruffian 
troops  on  the  refignation  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  at  length 
took  the  field.  As  he  was  defirous  of  achieving  fomething 
worthy  of  his  reputation,  he  determined  to  fignalize  his  command 
by  a brilliant  exploit.  The  French,  to  the  number  of  twelve 
thoufand  men,  were  forced  at  this  period  behind  the  defiles-  of 
Otterback,  Hogglefback,  and  the  Lauter.  They  had  covered 
thefe  pofitions  by  means  of  redoubts  and  entrenchments ; the 
bridges  were  every-where  deftroyed,  and  three  ftrong  polls  had 
been  occupied  to  facilitate  their  retreat  in  cafe  of  accident.  It 
appears,  however,  that  thefe  formidable  preparations  only  tended 
to  imprefs  them  with  a blind  fecurity  ; for  fo  inattentive  were 
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they  to  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  that  the  Pruflian  commander  BOOK  v. 
in  chief,  by  a fudden  movement,  contrived  to  furround  and  fur- 
prife  their  camp.  The  lofs  on  this  occafion  was  confiderable,  for  1794?. 
one  thoufand  men  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  more  than  two 
thoufand  made  prifoners,  while  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon  and 
two  howitzers  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors.  After  this,  the 
marfhal  eftablilhed  his  head-quarters  at  Winnweiller,  while  his 
advanced  polls  extended  as  far  as  Deux-Ponts  and  Carlelberg  : 
the  prince  of  Hohenlohe-Ingelfmgen,  at  the  fame  time,  took 
polfelTion  of  Nieuftadt. 

But  the  French  attributing  the  recent  difaller  to  accident 
alone,  only  waited  the  arrival  of  fupplies  to  exadl  a fevere  reta- 
liation ; and,  notwithllanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  wary  Prullian, 
this  was  accordingly  obtained.  A large  reinforcement  having  ac- 
cordingly joined  them,  they  recurred  to  a mode  that  had  hitherto 
proved  uniformly  fuccefsful ; this  confifted  of  fighting  a feries  of 
battles  day  after  day,  until  their  bbje£l  was  fully  obtained.  Nor 
were  they  difappointed  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  for,  not- 

\ r ^ ^ Edikhoften. 

withflanding  the  troops  oppofed  to  them  were  polled  in  an  [July  12, 13, 
advantageous  fituation,  their  attacks  were  lb  incelfant,  their 
artillery  fo  well  diredled,  and  their  numbers  fo  fuperiour,  that 
neither  the  mechanical  prowefs  of  mercenary  foldiers,  nor  that 
fpecies  of  difcipline  obtained  by  the  cane  of  the  adjutant,  could 
refill  the  native  impetuofity  of  men  who  confidered  them- 
felves  as  lighting  to  vindicate  the  glory  of  their  country,  and 
afcertain  their  own  freedom  as  well  as  that  of  their  pollerity. 

All  however  that  could  be  expected  from  hireling  valour  was 
obtained  ; for  this  body  of  Prulfians  held  out,  during  two  whole 
days,  and  withllood  feven  different  attacks  before  they  were  fub- 
dued.  Another  llrougly  polled  at  Triplladtilill  refilled  ; but  as  the 
epoch  on  which  they  were  alfailed,  proved  to  be  the  anniverfarv  of 
the  dellrudion  of  the  Ballille,  the  French  fearlefsly  advanced  and 
ftormed  their  works,  amidll  hymns  addrelfed  to  liberty,  and  Ihouts 
announcing  triumph.  On  this  occafion  they  took  a great  number  of 
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BOOK  V.  cannon  aswellasmany  prifoners;  and  fuchwas  the  unabating  ardour 
of  their  courage,  that  on  the  fucceeding  morning  they  commenced  a 
1794.  freih  attack  along  the  whole  of  the  line  occupied  by  the  Imperial 
^uckThe''  Pruifian  troops.  Although  the  fuperiority  of  the  French 
chain  of  ports  artillery  v/as  particularly  confpicuous,  yet  the  allies  maintained 

occupied  by  . ' . . . 

the  allies.  their  ground  until  night,  when  they  happily  eife6ted  a retreat.  An 
extent  of  territory  fixty  miles  in  length  was  now  abandoned  to 
the  conquerours,  and  the  ancient  jealoufies  between  the  vanquiihed 
immediately  revived  with  increafed  rancour. 

But  thefe  were  not  the  only  fruits  reaped  from  this  feries  of  vic- 
tories, for  the  army  of  the  Mofelle  having  commenced  its  march, 
under  the  command  of  general  Michaud,  entered  the  eled.orate 
of  Treves,  and  feized  its  capital,  W'here  the  troops  were  welcomed 
by  the  magiftrates  and  the  people.  The  Palatinate  too  was  over- 
run rather  than  conquered  about  the  fame  period ; and  as  this 
occurred  at  the  commencement  of  the  harveft,  the  corn  deftined 
for  the  fupply  of  Germany  was  applied  to  the  maintenance  of 
their  troops. 

The  poffellion  of  the  duchy  of  Juliers,  the  bifhoprick  of 
Cologne,  and  the  city  of  Coblentz,  tended  not  a little  to  render 
the  French  name  terrible  in  the  empire ; while  the  retreat  of  the 
gallant  but  unfortunate  Clairfayt  acrofs  the  Rhine,  afforded  a pre- 
text to  the  Pruflians  to  abandon  offenfive  operations,  and  with- 
draw to  the  neighbourhood  of  Mentz 

Various  difputes  and  altercations  now  took  place  between 
two  of  the  allied  courts  ; and  one  of  the  Pruflian  generals  deemed 


[July  15.] 


The  French 
leize  on 
T reves, 
[Aug.  5.] 
and  the 

Palatinate. 
[Auguft  8.] 


* Extract  from  a paper  circulated  in  Germany  during  the  autumn  of  179‘^.  " Field- 

marflial  Mollendorf,  with  the  army  of  his  Pruflian  majerty,  has  received  orders  from  the 
king  his  mafter,  to  retreat  with  his  troops  beyond  the  Rhine.  Thefe  orders  are  to  the 
tollowing  effect,  and  are  dated  in  06tober,  1794: 

' That  as,  on  the  part  of  his  Imperial  majefty,  all  offenfive  operations  had  been  aban- 
doned in  confequence  of  the  Auftrian  army  having  crofled  the  Rhine,  it  was  therefore  deem- 
ed prudent  not  to  perfifl;  in  contefting  a territory  which  is  but  of  little  extent,  in  com- 
parilbn  with  the  whole  of  the  empire  j as  by  a defence  of  the  left  bank  of  that  river,  the 
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it  incumbent  on  him,  not  only  to  vindicate  his  condudl,  relative  BOOK  v. 
to  the  charge  of  abandoning  Treves  to  the  enemy,  but  even  to 
term  it  a wicked  calumny *  *.  The  king  at  the  fame  time  inti-  ^794. 
mated  his  intentions,  notwithflanding  the  fubfidy  received  from 
England,  to  employ  his  troops  folely  for  the  defence  of  Ger- 
many j" ; and  the  diet  of  the  empire  began  to  liften  about  this 
period  to  propofitions  for 'peace.  The  eled:or  palatine,  part  The  Ger- 
of  whofe  dominions  were  in  poiTellion  of  the  enemy,  teftified  wifhes  for 
his  wiflies  on  this  fubjcdt  in  an  official  note.  The  eledlor 
of  Mentz  propofed  to  invoke  the  mediation  of  Sweden,  as  a 
guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia;  and  the  miniffers  of 
Treves,  Cologne,  and  Bavaria,  readily  acceded  to  the  propriety 
of  a negociation.  Frederick-William  II.  alfo,  in  his  capacity  of 
eledtor  of  Brandenburgh,  teftified  his  approbation  of  the  meafure  ; 
and  even  his  imperial  majefty,  who  at  this  period  infifted  on  the 
neceflity  of  levying  the  quintuple  contingent,  did  not  openly 
oppofe  it. 

Thus,  partly  in  confequence  of  the  revival  of  ancient  jea- 
loufies,  and  partly  from  the  progrefs  of  the  French  arms,  that 
formidable  confederacy,  which  at  one  time  threatened  the  li- 
berties, and  at  another  the  independence,  of  France,  was  on 
the  point  of  being  diffblved.  The  Britilh  cabinet,  juftly  alarmed 


troops  cf  his  majefty  may  be  expofcd  to  a check.  It  has  been  accordingly  refolved,  that' 
the  Pruffian  army,  after  the  example  of  that  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  fhould  likewife  retreat 
acrofs  the  Rhine.’ 

* Addrefsfrom  the  head-quarters  of  lieutenant-general  Kalreuth,  dated  Nieder-Klenich, 
Auguft25,  179^3  to  h;s  excellency  field-niarlhal  MclIendorlF. 

f Extract  from  a “ Nole”  tranfmitted  to  the  circles  of  Franconia  and  Suabla,  by  the 
Pruflian  minifter,  at  the  end  of  September,  179'1. 

“ Meanwhile  his  majefty  the  king  of  Piuftia  cannot  but  fignify,  that  the  Imperial  court 
has  laid  a falfe  conftru£tion  on  the  treaty  for  a fubfidy  between  Pruflia  and  England;  who, 
though  (lie  pledged  herfelf  to  pay  the  fubfidy,  has  no  right  to  difpofe  at  her  pleafure  of 
the  Pruffian  army,  which  is  henceforth  to  remain  to  defend  Germany,  in  whatever  quarter 
his  Pruffian  majefty  may  deqm  it  moft  expedient,  or  where  the  allied  pewers  have  agreed, 
or  will  agree  to  let  it  a6l.” 
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book  V.  at  the  Idea  of  a feparate  peace,  immediately  difpatched  an  em- 
bafly  to  the  emperour,  with  a view  of  inducing  that  prince  to 
179^-  remain  firm  to  his  engagements;  and  a fubfidy,  under  the  name 
of  a loan,  was  accordingly  promifed  for  the  purpofe.  But  by 
this  time  it  became  evident,  that  all  the  forces  of  Germany,  aided 
by  all  the  treafures  of  England,  were  incapable  of  an  efficacious 
refiftance  to  the  revolutionary  torrent,  which  now  threatened  to 
overfpread  proftrate  Europe. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Campaign  of  1794  in  Spain  and  Italy — Progrefs  of  the  War  in 

La  Vendee, 

The  fame  uniform  career  of  vldlory  that  attended  the  French  v. 

arms  in  Germany  and  in  Belgium,  accompanied  their  exertions 
in  the  eaftern  and  weftern  Pyrenees,  and  began  at  length  to  alarm 
the  court  of  Madrid.  The  armies  of  Spain,  once  fo  dreaded  both 

Spain, 

in  Europe  and  America,  were  incapable  of  contending  with  the 
hardy  republicans  now  oppofed  to  them  ; the  inhabitants  of  Fon- 
tarabia  and  St.  Sebaftian  beheld  the  three-coloured  flag  floating 
from  their  battlements  ; the  whole  province  of  Guipufcoa  offered 
to  capitulate  on  conditions;  and  Charles  III.  who  in  vain  attempted 
to  raife  a people  bigotted  by  fuperftition,  in  a mafs  againfl;  their 
enemies,  would  have  been  taught  to  tremble  upon  his  throne, 
had  not  the  hatred  againfl;  all  crowned  heads  been  modified  after 
the  fall  of  Robefpierre,  by  the  fame  maxims  of  policy  which 
actuated  one  of  the  freefl;  nations  of  antiquity,  and  taught  it  to 
controul  its  rivals,,  and  even  its  enemies,  by  means  of  kings. 

The  efforts  of  France  on  the  fide  of  Italy,  were  at  lenp-th 
profperous  there  alfo  ; and  although  the  attempt  to  poffefs  any  armies  in 
portion  of  that  beautiful  country  had  conftantly  proved  abortive 
during  the  exiftence  of  the  ancient  monarchy,  it  foon  became  evi- 
dent, that  the  inroads  of  a military  democracy  were  likely  to  be  at- 
tended by  more  permanent  and  more  fatal  effefls.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  former  campaign.  Savoy,  indeed,  had  been  annexed  to 
the  territories  of  the  republick,  yet  but  little  impreflion  could  be 
made  on  Piedmont ; and  the  infurreflion  in  the  fouthern  depart- 
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BOOK  V.  merits,  added  to  the  unexpected  pofTeffioii  of  Toulon  by  the 
Englilh,  and  the  gallant  refiftance  difplayed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
1794.  Lyons,  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the  French  arms  in  that  quar- 
ter. Oneglia,  which  contained  a couple  of  frigates,  and  a few 
galleys,  belonging  to  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and  had  been  in 
part  deftroyed  by  vice-admiral  Truguet  during  the  preceding 
year  was  now  befieged  and  taken,  although  encircled  within 
the  territories  of  a neutral  power ; which,  on  account  of  its 
feeblenefs,  hath  been  repeatedly  menaced  and  infulted  in  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  war,  both  by  the  Englifli  and  French.  The  capture 
of  this  place,  infignificant  in  itfelf,  was  important  when  con- 
fidered  with  relation  to  collateral  circumftances,  for  it  not  only 
gave  fhelter  to  a number  of  privateers,  which  preyed  upon  the 
wreck  of  the  French  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean,  but  alfo 
ferved  to  keep  up  a dired:  communication  with  the  Britifh  fleet. 

While  a body  of  troops  penetrated  into  Piedmont  on  one  fide, 
and  overcame  the  Sardinians  and  Auftrians,  who  attempted  in  vain 
to  oppofe  their  progrefs,  another,  after  traverfmg  valleys  formerly 
unpeopled  by  a bigotted  duke  of  Savoy,  at  the  requeft  of  an  un- 
principled king  of  France,  becaufe  the  inhabitants  were  proteft- 
ants  t,  by  piercing  through  defiles  fuppofed  to  be  impenetrable, 
and  afcending  mountains  the  heads  of  which  were  covered  with 
eternal  fnow,  at  laft  fcaled  Mount  Cenis.  A feeble  effort  was 
made  to  refill  their  progrefs,  by  means  of  redoubts,  batteries. 
Mount  Cenis  and  fortifications ; but  the  difpofitions  made  by  general  Dumas 
oftheFrench  judicious,  and  his  troops  fo  replete  with  ardour,  that  he 

[May  21.]  feized  all  the  enemy’s  polls  one  after  another,  and  not  only  took 


* In  Oftober,.  1793,  the  vice-admiral  fent  a boat  with  a flag  of  truce  on  fliore,  which 
was  fired  upon,  and  his  aide-de-camp  Aubermefnil  killed.  On  this,  he  demanded  th*  priefts 
to  be  delivered  up,  who,  according  to  his  account,  had  incited  the  populace  to  violence  j 
and  on  a rcfufal  being  given,  he  fet  the  town  on  fire, 
f The  Vaudois. 
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nine  hundred  prlfoners,  but  obtained  pofleffion  of  a numerous  BOOK  V. 

. CHAP.  IV. 

tram  or  artillery. 

General  Dumvilion  nearly  at  the  fame  time  feized  on  the  Ujn- 
forts  of  Saorgio,  Belvedere,  Rocabiliere,  and  St.  Martin,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  fixty  pieces  of  cannon,  an  immenfe  quantity 
of  ammunition,  and  two  thoufand  prifoners,  were  obtained  by 
the  invading  army. 

The  Auftro-Sardinians  had  now  recourfe  to  a new  fyftem,  and 
endeavoured  to  prevent  the  further  progrefs  of  the  French,  firft 
by  means  of  partial  attacks  upon  their  advanced  pofts,  and  next 
by  a defenfive  fyftem  calculated  to  prolong  the  war.  But  in 
neither  did  they  prove  fuccefsful,  for  they  were  completely 
beaten  towards  the  end  of  autumn,  and  forced  to  feek  Ihelter 
under  the  walls  of  Alexandria. 

Having  thus  wrefted  the  key  of  Italy  from  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia, it  will  be  feen  in  the  fequel,  that  its  fineft  provinces  were 
deftined  to  grace  the  triumph  of  an  ambitious  nation. 

But  the  Vendean  war  ftill  appeared  to  be  interminable,  not- 
withftanding  the  inflated  accounts  of  the  leaders  who  had  fought, 
and  the  deputies  on  milTion  who  had  witnelTed,  and  not  un- 
frequently  countenanced,  the  fcenes  of  horrour  that  took  place  in 
that  unhappy  country.  Previoufly  to  the  fall  of  Robefpierre, 
general  Weftermann  had  ftated  at  the  bar  of  the  convention, 

^ ^ Vendee. 

“ that  of  the  rebel  army,  which  once  amounted  to  ninety  thoufand  [Jan.  7.] 
in  the  diftrieft  of  Mans  alone,  not  a Angle  cornbatant.  had 
efcaped and  he  added  with  a difgufting  particularity,  that 
“ chiefs,  officers-,  foldiers,  biffiops,  counteffes,  and  marchionelTes, 
had  all  periffied  by  the  fword,  the  flames,  or  the  waves.” 

Carrier,  on  his  return  from  the  infurgent  departments,  [Feb.  22.] 
aflerted,  that  the  number  of  the  banditti,  and  the  nature  of  the 
war,  had  hitherto  been  alike  unknown.”  According  to  him,  the 
whole  population  of  a fpace  of  more  than  four  hundred  fquare 
leagues  had  appeared  in  arms.  In  Auguft,  1793,  the  rebels,  he 
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BOOK  V.  faiclj  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men;  but 
the  vidlories  of  Mortagne  and  Cholet  had  proved  fatal  to  them, 
1794.  ag  their  leader  had  acknowledged  that  the  former  battle  coft  them 
twenty  thoufand  combatants.”  He  hoped  however,  “ it  would 
not  be  fuppofed  that  the  war  was  terminated,  for  the  country 
abounded  in  forefts  and  was  covered  with  brufhwood,  which 
afforded  a fecure  retreat  to  the  difaffedfed ; as  a proof  of  which, 
the  republicans  at  one  time  had  paffed  through  forty  thoufand  in- 
furgents,  who  were  concealed  there.” 

Soon  after  the  fall  of  that  fadion  which  proteded  his  enor-^ 
mities  both  in  the  committee  of  publick  fafety  and  the  convention, 
this  deputy,  who  had  difgraced  his  publick  charader  by  a feries 
of  the  moft  atrocious  cruelties  recorded  in  hiftory,  fuffered  the 
punifhment  due  to  his  crimes  ; and  it  was  now  intended  to  employ 
policy  as  well  as  force,  againft  men  whofe  prejudices  and  whofe 
courage  appeared  to  be  equally  inveterate. 

But,  although  France  at  length  began  to  reap  the  fruits  of  fo 
many  vidories,  and  the  continental  powers  were  reduced  to  the 
mortifying  alternative  of  either  acceding  to  a difgraceful  peace,  or 
perfevering  in  a war,  now  become  hopelefs,  one  nation  ftill  de- 
fied her  vengeance.  In  confequence  of  the  pofition,  naval  ftrength, 
and  financial  refources  of  Great  Britain,  her  inhabitants  were 
enabled  to  contemplate  the  triumphs  of  their  fleets,  and  behold 
an  ifland  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  many  in  the  Atlantick, 
conquered  by  the  bravery  and  perfeverance  of  their  armies. 
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Cruife  of  the  Channel  Fleet — Two  indecijive  Combats^  followed  by 
an  important  Vtdlory  obtained  by  Lord  Howe  on  the  Firf  of 
June — Naval  Hifory. 

Although  fortune  had  not  been  propitious  to  the  armies  BOOK  V. 
of  the  allies  during  the  prefent  campaign,  the  navy  of  England 
was  deftined  to  be  uniformly  triumphant.  The  Channel  fleet,  1794-. 
which  during  the  laft  fummer  had  achieved  nothing  worthy  the 
reputation  of  its  veteran  commander,  put  to  fea  in  the  fpring  in 
fearch  of  an  enemy  that  had  hitherto  eluded  purfuit.  Lord 
Howe  was  particularly  folicitous  upon  the  prefent  occafion  to 
vindicate  the  honour  of  his  country,  as  well  as  to  refcue  his  own 
chara<£l:er  from  unmerited  reproach  ; and  the  powerful  armament 
now  under  his  command,  left  no  doubt  relative  to  the  refult  of 
a conteft. 

The  following  is  the  order  of  battle  iflhed  by  the  commander 

in  chief. 


Frijatei. 


Guns  and 
Captains. 


Niger 


. . 32  {repeater) 

Hon.  A.  Legge. 


Line  of  Battle  Ships. 

Guns. 

Commanders. 

1 C3efar  . . . 

80 

Capt.  Molloy. 

2 BcIIerophon  . . 

74  1 

' Rear  Admiral  Paslet. 
[^Capt.  W.  Hope. 

3 Leviathan  , . 

74 

Ld.  H.  Seymour. 

4 RuiTel  . . . 

74 

Payne. 

5 Marlborough 

74 

- — Hon.  G.  Berkeley. 

6 Royal  Sovereign 

ICO 

Admiral  Graves. 

[^Capt.  Nichols. 

7 Audacious  . . 

74 

— — Parker. 

8 Defence  . : . 

74 

Gambler. 

9 Impregnable 

90 

\ Rear  Ad.  Caldwell. 
J^Capt.  Weftcott. 

10  Tremendous 
.11  Culloden  . . 

74 

74 

■ ■■  ■ Plgott. 

Schomberg. 

3x2 


Latona 
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Frigates. 

Guns  and 
Captains. 

1754. 

Latona 

• 38 

'rhornborough. 

Phaeton  1 38 

Bentinck. 

Southampton  32 

Hon.  R.  Forbes. 

* Venus  -32 

W.  Browne. 

Pegafus  . 28  {repeater) 

Barlow. 


Line  of  Battle  Ships. 

Guns. 

Commanders. 

12  Invincible 

. 

74 

Capt.  Hon.  T.  Pakenhani 

13  Barfleur  . 

• • 

98 

) Rear  Admiral  Bowyer. 

C Capt.  Collingwood. 

14  * Arrogant 

• • 

74 

Hawkins  Whitfhed. 

15  *Thefeus 

• 

74 

Calder. 

16  Gibraltar 

. 

80 

Mackenzie. 

r Admiral  Earl  Howe. 

•^17  Queen  Charlotte 

ICO 

1 Capt.  Sir  R.  Curtis,  Kt. 

_ Sir  A.  Douglas,  Kt. 

18  Brunfwick 

. . 

74 

J.  Harvey. 

1 19  Valiant 

. . 

74 

Pringle. 

20  Orion 

74 

Duckworth. 

21  Queen 

• • 

98] 

'Rear  Ad.  Gardner. 
Capt.  Hutt. 

^22  ^Ganges  . 

• • 

74 

Trufeott. 

23  Ramillies 

24  *Be]lona  . . 

25  Alfred 

26  Royal  George 


Aquilon  • 32  {repeater) 

Hon.  R.  Stopford. 


27  Montagu 

28  Majeftick 

29  Glory 


30  *He£lor  . 

3 1 ^Alexander 

32  Thunderer 


74 

74 

74 

100 

74 

74 

90 

74 

74 

74 


H.  Harvey. 

Wilfon. 

Bazeley. 

Ad.  Sir  A.  Hood,  K.  B. 
Capt.  Domett. 

J.  Montagu. 

Cotton. 

Elphinftonc. 

Rear  Ad.  Montague. 
Capt.  Halfted. 

Bligh. 

Bertie. 


[(Xj*  The  ftiips  and  frigates  marked  with  an  afterilk  conftitute  the  fquadron  dif- 
patched  under  rear-admiral  Montague  with  the  convoy.3 


On  reaching  the  Lizard,  a fignal  was  made  for  the  Eaft-India- 
men  to  proceed  on  their  voyage  under  convoy  of  fix  fail  of  the 
line  and  a frigate,  which  were  not  to  feparate  from  them  until 
their  arrival  off  Cape  Finifterre. 

While  lord  Howe  failed  diredly  in  queft  of  the  enemy,  who 
Admiral  were  expedted  to  put  to  fea  for  the  protedfion  of  a fleet  chiefly 
^tached^with  laden  with  provifions  from  America,  rear-admiral  Montague,  after 
a convoy.  obeying  his  inftrudtions  relative  to  the  merchant-men,  was 
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ordered  to  cruife  in  fuch  a latitude  as  to  be  enabled  either  to  re-  BOOK  V. 
join  the  Channel  fquadron,  or  to  intercept  the  French  ftore-ihips, 
now  become  an  object  of  infinite  importance  to  a country  me-  UB4- 
naced  not  only  by  a combination  of  foreign  and  domeftick  foes,  eaitcrly. 
but  fuiTering  at  the  fame  time  under  the  prelTure  of  famine. 

In  the  mean  time  the  commander  in  chief  having  received  [May  19.] 
Information  from  two  of  his  frigates  * detached  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  that  the  Breft  fleet  was  at  fea,  deemed  it  proper  to  effect  a 
jundtion  with  the  fquadron  lately  detached  under  rear-admiral 
Montague  as  foon  as  poffible  ; but  on  hearing  two  days  after,  from 
fome  of  the  Lifbon  convoy  which  he  recaptured,  that  the  enemy 
had  been  feen  a few  leagues  further  to  the  weftward,  he  imme- 
diately altered  his  courfe,  and  fteered  in  that  direction. 

During  the  former  campaign  great  care  had  been  taken  to  French  fleet 
avoid  any  contefl:  with  the  Englifli,  but  on  the  prefent  occafion  -j 

orders  were  tranfmitted  to  vice-admiral  Viilaret-Joyeufe  to  pro- 
tect the  fupplies  from  America  at  the  rifk  of  a battle.  Jean  Bon 
St.  Andre,  who  had  been  employed  at  Brefl;  to  infufe  a fpirit  of 
democracy  into  the  feamen,  adled  on  this  occafion  as  national 
commiflioner,  having  embarked  on  board  the  flag-fhip,  carrying 
one  hundred  and  twenty  guns,  and  defignated  La  Montagne,  after 
the  ruling  party  in  the  convention. 

At  length  the  rival  fleets  defcried  each  other  exadly  at  the  Wind  s.  w, 
fame  time ; the  wind  blew  ftrong  from  the  fouth-wefl;,  accorn- 
panied  by  a very  rough  fea,  and  the  French  polTelTed  the  weather- the  mom- 
gage.  After  the  advanced  frigates  had  given  intimation  of  this  Lat.  47°  33' 
event,  earl  Flowe  continued  his  courfe,  while  admiral  Villaret- 14010' 
Joyeufe  endeavoured  as  much  as  poffible  to  affume  a regular  W. 
order  of  battle  upon  the  flarboard  tack,  a circumftance  that 
greatly  facilitated  the  approach  of  the  Englifh.  As  the  condud  of 


* The  Phaeton  and  Latona. 
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Fifty-five 
minutes  paft 
one  o’clock. 

Firll  day’s 
2 6fion. 


the  enemy,  who  had  now  hauled  their  wind,  indicated  an  inten- 
, tion  to  avoid  a clofe  fight,  the  Britilh  commander  difplayed  the 
fignal  for  a general  chace,  and  to  prevent  their  efcape  be  foon 
after  detached  admiral  Pafley  * to  make  an  imprefiion  on  their 
rear  ; that  officer  accordingly,  near  the  clofe  of  day,  came  up 
with  and  attacked  the  Revolutionnaire,  a three-decked  fhip  of 
1 1 0 guns,  which  happened  to  be  the  fternmoft  in  the  line ; 
but  his  topmaft  being  difabled  during  the  adion,  lord  Hugh 
Seymour  Conway,  in  the  Leviathan,  gallantly  advanced  and  re- 
ceived her  fire,  which  was  tremendous,  and  by  the  time  it  was 
dark  capt.  Parker  of  the  Audacious,  having  arrived  clofe  to  the 
rear  fliip  i*,  fought  her  alfo  within  the  diftance  of  half  a cable’s 
length.  The  latter  finding  the  mizen-maft  gone  by  the  board, 
and  the  lower-yards  and  main-top-fail-yard  fhot  away,  firft 
attempted  to  board  his  antagonift,  and  having  failed,  then  made  fail 
before  the  wind,  after  having  been  fuppofed  to  ftrike  her  colours. 
Nor  was  the  fituation  of  her  antagonift  much  better  * for  her 
rigging  was  deftroyed,  the  fore-top-maft  wounded,  and  the  bow- 
fprit  crippled,  in  which  fituation,  with  nine  fail  of  the  enemy  to 
windward,  followed  by  two  of  their  fhips,  and  fired  at  occafionally 
by  a large  frigate  and  two  corvettes,  after  a chace  of  twenty-four 
leagues  diredtly  to  leeward,  the  captain  deemed  it  proper  to  return 
to  Plymouth-found. 

Thus  ended  the  firft  day’s  a<ftion  without  any  thing  decifive 
being  effeiSted,  for  it  muft  be  owned  that  it  was  in  all  refpedls  a 


* The  rear-admiral  commanded  a flying  fquadron,  confifting  of  the  Bellerophon,  Ruffel, 
Marlborough,  and  Thunderer. 

f This  veflel  is  fuppoled  to  have  been  the  Revolutionnaire,  which  had  been  engaged  be- 
fore with  the  rear-admiral  and  lord  Hugh  Seymour. 

Le  Revolutionnaire,  the  captain  of  which  was  killed  during  the  a£lion,  floated  like  a 
wreck  on  the  water  until  the  29th,  when  L’Audacieux  fell  in  with,  and  took  her  in  tow, 
until  they  had  reached  Rochefort. 
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drawn  battle,  and  fuch  as  by  no  means  was  calculated  to  infure  for 
Great  Britain  the  fuperiority  upon  the  ocean. 

The  rival  fleets,  confifting  of  twenty-fix  fail  of  the  line  on 
one  part,  and  tvrenty-five  on  the  other,  remained  within  fight 
of  each  other  during  the  whole  night  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  and 
in  a parallel  diredlion,  with  the  French  ftill  to  windward  ; but 
next  morning  between  feven  and  eight  o’clock  the  Englifh  tacked 
by  fignal,  and  with  fome  degree  of  irregularity,  with  a view  of 
making  an  imprefTion  on  the  enemy’s  rear.  On  this,  admiral 
V illaret-Joyeufe,  fluflied  with  the  hopes  of  a vid;ory,  and  by  the 
retreat  of  the  Audacious  having  obtained  the  fuperiority  of  one 
line  of  battle  Ihip,  immediately  wore  from  van  to  rear,  and 
inftead  of  flinching  from  the  adtion,  edged  down  in  a line  a-head 
to  engage  the  van  of  the  Britilh  fleet. 

Lord  Howe,  taking  advantage  of  fo  favourable  an  oppor- 
tunity, renewed  the  fignal  for  palling  the  adverfary’s  line,  but  on 
perceiving  that  the  Casfar  ■^,  which  was  the  leading  Ihip,  had  not 
kept  the  wind,  he  himfelf  gave  orders  to  tack  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
and  being  feconded  by  the  Bellerophon  and  the  Leviathan,  gal- 
lantly broke  through  between  the  fifth  and  fixth  Ihips  in  the  rear, 
after  which  he  again  refumed  the  larboard  tack,  being  now  better 
enabled  to  renew  the  adtion  in  confequence  of  having  obtained  the 
wind.  During  the  period  his  lordfliip  remained  in  this  critical 
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[May  29.] 


Second  day’s 
atlion. 

w.  s.  w. 


* Captain  Molloy  was  brought  to  a court-martial  for  his  conduct  during  this  aflion, 
and  after  a trial  of  fixteen  days,  the  following  fentence  was  delivered  by  the  court : 

“ That  the  faid  charges  have  been  made  good  againft  the  faid  captain  Anthony  Jamefr 
Pye  Molloy.  But  having  found,  that,  on  the  laid  29th  of  May,  and  111  of  June,  as  well  as 
on  many  former  occafions,  captain  Molloy’s  courage  had  always  been  unimpeachable,  the 
court  is  of  opinion,  that  captain  Molloy,  then  commanding  the  Caslar,  fhould  be  difmifled 
from  his  majefty’s  faid  Blip  the  Caefar,  and  it  is  ordered  that  be  accordingl;  forthwith 
difmilTed.” 

It  Is  but  candid  to  Hate  here,  that  there  were  eighteen  feamen  killed  and  thirty-feven 
wounded  on  board  the  Caefar  on  the  111  of  June. 
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BOOK  V.  fituation,  and  the  reft  of  the  Britifh  fleet  was  pafling  to  leeward, 
the  French  wore  again  to  the  eaftward,  on  purpofe  to  fuccour 
i7y4.  their  difabled  Ihips  in  the  rear,  a manoeuvre  which  the  Englifti 
admiral,  fr6m  the  crippled  ftate  of  his  two  conforts,  was  unable 
to  obftrudl ; while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  enemy  were  repulfed 
by  the  Barfleur  and  two  other  three-deckers,  in  an  attempt  to  cut 
off  the  Queen  and  Royal  George.  At  length  Villaret-Joyeufe 
tacked  again  by  fignal,  and,  after  a diftant  cannonade,  flood 
away  in  order  of  battle  on  the  larboard  tack,  followed  by  the 
whole  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  which  ftill  retained  the  weather-gage. 

Thus  ended  the  fecond  day’s  action,  which,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Englifh  had  obtained  the  wind  by  fuperiour  exertion, 
proved  equally  indecifive  as  the  former,  and  a thick  fog  that  in- 
tervened during  this  night  and  the  greater  part  of  the  fucceeding 
day,  prevented  the  renewal  of  the  engagement.  In  the  mean 
[May  31.]  time  rear-admiral  Neilly  joined  the  commander  in  chief  with  a 
Junaion  of  reinforcement  of  three  * fail  of  the  line  which  enabled  him 
NeiUy  to  detach  his  crippled  fhips,  and  the  dawn  of  the  fucceeding 
day  exhibited  the  French  line  to  leeward,  drawn  up  in  complete 
order  of  battle,  and  prepared  to  renew  the  conteft. 


* Squadron  under  Admiral  Neilly. 

SHIPS  OF  THE  LI.VE.  GunS. 

Le  Sanfpareil,  on  board  of  which  his  flag  was  flying  until  the  junaion  1 
had  been  formed,  when  he  Ihifted  It  into  Le  Republicain  J 


Le  Trajan  ............  74 

Le  Temeralre  ...........  74 

FRIGATES.  ' 

Le  Semlllante  ............  36 

La  Tamife 36' 
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Ships. 

Guns.  Cununandors.- 

CHAP.  V.‘ 

I La  Convention  .... 

74 

1794.7^ 

2 Le  Gafparin 

74 

Third  aftious 

3 ^L’Amerique 

74 

[June  l.J 

4 Le  Terrible 

1 10  Rear  Admiral  BpevET, 

5 '^L’lmpetueux  .... 

74 

6 L’Eole 

74 

7 Le  Mucins 

74 

8 Le  Tourville 

74 

p Le  Trajan  

74 

10  Le  Trente-un  Mai  . . . 

74 

Le  Tyrannicide  .... 

74  (Out  of  the  line.) 

II  L’Audacieux 

74 

12  *Le  Jufte 

80 

f Jean  Bon  St.  Andre'  (Nat.  Com.) 

13  La  Montagne  .... 

120  T Vice  Admiral  Villaret-Joyeuse. 

^Capt.  Bafile. 

14  Le  Jacobin  

80 

15  *L’AcbilIe  ..... 

74 

16  Lc  Patriote 

74 

17  fLe  Vengeur 

74 

18  *Le  Northumberland  . . 

74 

19  Le  Gemappe 

80 

20  L’Entreprenant  .... 

74  (Broad  pendant.) 

2 1 Le  Neptune 

74 

22  Le  Republicain  .... 

1 18  Rear  Admiral  Neilly. 

23  *Le  Sanfpareil  .... 

80  r 

24  Le  Scipion  

80 

25  Le  Mont  blanc  .... 

74 

26  Le  Pelletier 

74  (Broad  pendant.) 

FRIGATES. 

CORVETTES. 

La  Proferplne.  La  Gentile. 

Le  Malreguiton.  L’Athalante. 

La  Surprife.  La  Felicite. 

Le  Furet.  La  Mouche. 

LTnfurgente.  La  Bellone. 

La  Mutine.  Le  Papillon. 

La  Refolue.  La  Precieufe. 

Le  Jean  Bart.  Le  Courier. 

La  Nayadc.  La  Tamife. 

La  Galathee.  La  Semillante. 

The  fix  fliips  marked  by  an  afterifk  were  captured  upon  this  occafion,  and  the  fliip 
defignated  thus  f funk,] 
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Englifh  Line  of  Battle,  on  the  ift  of  June,  1704. 


Repeating  Frigates. 


I. 


N'gerj  32  guns, 
Hon.  A.  K.  Legge. 


2. 


Pegaftis,  28  guns, 
Capt.  R.  Barlowe. 


Aqu'ilon,  32  guns, 
Hon.  R.  Stopford. 


cn 


STARBOARD  DIVISION. 

Names  of  Ships.  Guns.  Commanders. 

' I.  Csefar (the leading  1 

fliip  of  the  van  r 80  Capt.  A.  J.  Molloy. 


Q 


divifion) 

2.  Bellerophon 

3.  Leviathan  . 


4 
L 5 

re 


C 

O 

<-3 

'> 

s 

■X! 

Cl 


Ruflel  . . . 

Marlborough  . 

Royal  Sovereign 

7.  Defence  . . 

8.  Impregnable  . 

9.  Tremendous  . 


• 74 
■ 74 

• 74 

10® 


03 

U 

a 

u 


C f**  R.  Ad.  Pasley. 

74  l*W.  Hope. 

*Lord  H.  Seymour. 

*J.  W.  Payne. 

Hon.  G.  Berkley. 
^**V.  Ad.  Graves. 
*E[.  Nichols.  ‘ 

74  *J.  Gambier. 

_ C R.  Ad.  Caldwell. 

I G.  B.  WeRcott. 

74  J-  Pigott. 

The  Audacious  after  the  firft  day’s  action  had 
been  obliged  to  return  to  port. 

74  *Hon.  T.  Pakenham. 


I"  10.  Invincible 
Barfleur 


z:  I 1 1 


r+**R.  Ad.  Bowyer. 

• 93 


12.  Culloden 

13.  Gibraltar 


Collingwood. 

74  Is.  Schomberg. 

80  T.  Mackenzie. 

f *■*  Adm.  Earl  Howe. 
14.  Queefi  Charlotte  100  **  Sir  R.  Curtis. 

^#*Sir  A.  Douglas. 

LARBOARD  DIVISION. 


15.  Brunfwick 

16.  Valiant  . 


.S'!  17.  Orion 

^ i 

1^18.  Queen 


'19.  Ramilies 
20.  Alfred  . 


CO 

Vh  j 

s <! 


.>  J 

Q ' 21.  Royal  George 

22.  Montagu 
'23.  Majeftick 
Q J 24.  Glory  . 


“d 

d 


25.  Thunderer 


25  fhips  of  the  line.  2028  guns 


. 74  §J.  Harvey. 

. 74  *T.  Pringle. 

. 74  *J.  F.  Duckworth. 

C **R.  Ad.  Gardner. 

* 90^g.Hutt. 

. 74  '^H.  Harvey. 

. 74  J.  Bazeley. 

TnoSi**V-Ad.SirA.HoOD. 

Domett. 

. 74  §J.  Montagu. 

. 74  C.  Cotton. 

.98  J.  ElphinRone. 

. 74  A.  Bertie. 
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The  following  Frigates,  Sloops,  Cutters,  See.  alfo  attended  the  Fleet. 

4.  Phaeton,  38,  Captain  W.  Bentinck. 

5.  Latona,  38,  E.  Thornborough. 

6.  Southampton,  32,  Hon.  R.  Forbes, 

7.  Venus,  32,  — W.  Brown. 

8.  Charon,  44,  (hofpital  (hip,)  G.  Countefs. 

9.  Comet,  14,  (fire-fhip,)  W.  Bradley. 

10.  Incendiary,  14,  (flre-lhip,)  J.  Cooke. 

11.  King’s-flflier,  18,  (floop,)  M.  Goflelin. 

12.  Ranger,  14,  (cutter,)  Lieut.  C.  Cotgrave. 

And  13.  Rattler,  14,  (cutter,)  J.  Wynne. 

fCj’  The  flag  oflicers  marked  thus  * * were  afterwards  prefented  with  a gold  medal  and 
chain,  which  was  fufpended  by  a blue  and  white  riband  round  the  neck. 

The  captains  marked  thus  * were  prefented  with  a gold  medal,  to  be  worn  fufpended 
Irom  the  third  and  fourth  button-holes  upon  their  left  fide. 

The  officers  marked  thus  f loti  their  legs,  were  created  baronets,  and  received  a pen- 
fion  of  ]000l.  each  per  ann. 

Thofe  marked  J were  honoured  with  the  peerage  j and  thole  marked  § either  died  in 
a6tion,  or  on  their  return  to  port.] 

The  Britifli  admiral  perceiving  that  there  was  time  fufficient  for 
the  various  fhips’  companies  to  take  refrefhment,  made  a fignal  for 
breakfaft,  an  event  which,  by  procraftinatino;  the  a<^tion,  induced  Ufliant,  E. 

’ . . . . halfN.  140 

the  enemy  to  believe  that  their  antagonifts  wifhed  to  decline  the  leagues, 
engagement.  But  they  were  miferably  difappointed,  for  in  about 
half  an  hour  lord  Howe,  relaxing  the  ufual  fternnefs  of  his  coun- 
tenance into  a fmile,  with  joy  and  hope  at  the  fame  time  beaming 
in  his  eye,  gave  orders  for  fleering  the  Royal  Charlotte,  on  board  of  w.  S. 
which  was  flying  the  fignal  for  clofe  adlion,  alongfide  the  French 
admiral.  This  was  accordingly  effedxed,  and,  by  an  extraordinary  Nine  o’clock 
difplay  of  feamanflrip  on  the  part  of  his  mailer  *,  he  was  enabled 
to  alTume  a moll  excellent  pofition,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  contend 
with  advantage  againft  a velTel  far  fiiperiour  in  point  of  fize  ; and 
while  fome  of  the  Englifli  commanders  penetrated  the  line  of 
battle  and  engaged  to  leeward,  others  occupied  fuch  Rations  as 
allowed  them  to  combat  with  their  antagonifts  to  windward. 
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* Mr.  Bowen,  now  a poft-captain  in  the  navy. 
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BOOK  V.  So  clofe  and  fevere  was  the  conteft,  that  the  fate  of  this  day 
depended  but  little  either  on  the  exertion  of  nautical  knowledge, 
1794.  or  the  exhibition  of  that  fcientifick  fkill  which  fubjedts  the 
management  of  artillery  to  the  rules  of  tacticks  : all  was  hard 
fighting.  Yet  upon  this  occafion,  when  the  drapery  of  the 
three-coloured  flag  not  unfrequently  intermingled  with  that  of 
the  Britifli  crofs,  and  the  muzzles  of  the  guns  of  many  fhips 
belonging  to  the  two  hoftile  fleets  almoft  touched  each  other, 
the  fuperiority  of  the  Engliflr  feamen  was  eminently  confpicuous. 
Difciplined  into  war,  the  undaunted  eye,  the  fteady  arm,  the  ani- 
mated countenance,  denoted  that  they  were  not  unacquainted 
with  the  element  on  which  they  fought ; and  while  the  fhot  of 
the  enemy  made  but  little  havock  on  decks  where  there  were  no 
ufelefs  men,  every  broadfide  fpread  death  and  defolation  through 
the  crowded  veflels  of  their  antagonills 
’clock.  Such  was  the  tremendous  fire,  and  fo  decifive  the  advantage, 
on  the  part  of  the  Britifh,  that  in  about  fifty  minutes  after  the 
adlion  had  commenced  in  the  centre,  admiral  Villaret-Joyeufe 
determined  to  relinquifli  the  conteft  j for  he  now  perceived  feveral 
of  his  fhips  difmafted,  and  one  of  feventy-four  guns  about  to  fink; 
he  at  the  fame  time  found  that  fix  were  captured  : a great  flaughter 
had  alfo  taken  place  on  board  his  own  v^ffel,  in  which  his  captain  ■|' 
and  a multitude  of  the  crew  were  killed,  while  the  national  com- 
miflioner,  with  moft  of  his  officers,  were  wounded.  He  accord- 
ingly crowded  off  with  all  the  canvas  he  could  fpread,  and  was  im- 
mediately followed  by  moft  of  the  ftiips  in  his  van  that  were  not 


* Comparative  Eftimate  of  Killed  and  Wounded, 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Tot.il. 

On  board  the  fix  French  fhips  taken 

690 

580 

1270 

On  board  fix  of  the  EngUfti  fiiips  that  fuftered  moll 

125 

335 

4 Go 

Surplus  killed  and  wounded  on  the  part  of  the  French 

565 

215 

810 

f Bafile. 
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completely  crippled  ; two  or  three  of  thefe,  although  dlfmantled,  BOOK  V. 
alfo  got  away  foon  after,  under  a temporary  fail  hoiifed  on  the  oc- 
cafion  ; for  the  enemy  had,  as  ufual,  chiefly  aimed  at  the  rigging,  i794. 
and  the  vidlors  were  by  this  time  difabled  from  purfuing  the  van- 
quhhed  : the  Queen  Charlotte  in  particular,  which  but  for  an  un- 
lucky broadfide  from  Le  Jacobin  would  have  captured  her  anta- 
gonift  was  at  this  period  nearly  unmanageable,  having  loft  her 
foretopraaft  in  action ; this  was  foon  after  followed  by  the  main- 
topmaft,  which  fell  over  the  fidej  while  the  Brunfwick,  which 
had  loft  her  mizen-maft,  and  the  Queen,  which  was  alfo  difabled, 
drifted  to  leeward,  and  were  expofed  to  confiderable  danger  from 
the  retreating  fleet.  Two  eighty  and  five  feventy-four  gun  fhips  'j', 
however,  ftill  remained  in  pofleffion  of  the  vidfors,  but  one  of 
the  latter  went  down  foon  after  fhe  was  taken  poireffion  of. 

The  daughter  on  the  part  of  the  Englifh  was  not  fo  great  as 
might  have  been  expedfed.  Captain  Montagu,  of  the  Montagu, 
happened  to  be  the  only  commander  who  fell  during  the  engage- 
ment. Several  oflRcers  of  diftindtion,  however,  fuffered  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day:  for  vice-admiral  Graves,  the  honourable  G.  Berkley, 
and  captain  J.  Harvey  J,  were  among  the  wounded  ; and  the  rear- 


* It  has  been  Baled  to  the  author  by  a captain  of  the  navy,  who  was  prefent  in  this 
action,  that  the  chief  damage  experienced  by  the  Englilli  admiral’s  Blip  proceeded  from 
the  fire  of  Le  Jacobin,  which  alone  prevented  lord  Howe  from  obtaining  poBeflion  of  Le 
Montagne. 

f LiBs  of  French  Blips  captured,  June  1,  179  L 


Guns. 

Le  JuBe 

SO 

Le  Sanfpareil 

SO 

L’Amerique 

74 

L’Achille 

74 

Le  Northumberland 

. 74 

L’Impetueux  . 

74 

Le  Vengeur 

. 74  funk  between  five  and 

fix  o’clock  at  night. 


J Captain  J.  Harvey  of  the  Brunfwick,  who  had  conducted  himfelf  with  diftinguifiied 
bravery  during  the  action,  died  a few  days  after  his  return  to  Portfmouth,  of  a fever  accom- 
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BOOK  V.  admirals  Pafley  and  Bowyer,  with  captain  Hutt  of  the  Queen, 
loft  a leg  each. 

1791-  Never  did  a Britifh  fleet  exhibit  greater  eagernefs  to  engage,  or 
evince  more  ardour  in  battle,  than  was  difplayed  upon  this  occafion. 
The  commander  in  chief,  whofe  vigour  appeared  unabated  either 
by  age  that  ufually  emafculates  the  mind,  or  difeafe  that  is  always 
fuppofed  to  enervate  the  body,  not  only  gave  the  ftgnal,  but  alfo 
the  example  of  clofe  fight,  and  he  was  in  general  ably  feconded 
by  the  admirals  and  captains  under  him.  The  crews  of  all  the 
iliips  difplayed  a degree  of  fteady  valour  that  could  not  fail  to 


panied  by  a delirium  : captain  Hutt,  of  the  Queen,  alfo  periflied  in  a fimllar  manner,  Thefe 
two  gallant  officers  were  thus  prevented  from  receiving  the  rewards  fo  juftly  due  to  their  va- 
lour ; but  the  rear-admirals  Bowyer  and  Pafley  were  created  baronets,  and  received  a penfion 
of  ] 000 1.  each  per  annum.  Admirals  Graves  and  fir  Alexander  Hood  had  the  honours  of  the 
peemge  conferred  upon  them.  Earl  Howe  was  prefented  with  a diamond-hilted  fword  of 
great  value,  by  the  king  in  perfon,  on  board  the  Queen  Charlotte  at  Spithead ; and  alfo  with 
a golden  chain,  to  which  was  fufpended  a medal,  with  Vidtory  crowning  Britannia  on  the 
obverfe,  and  on  the  reverfe  a wreath  of  oak  and  laurel,  encircling  his  lordfhip’s  name,  and 
the  date  of  the  adtion. 

In  December,  17Sf),  his  majefty  was  alfo  pleafed  to  tranfmit  gold  chains  and  medals  to 
the  following  flag  officers  and  captains,  who  were  reported  by  lord  Howe  to  have  fignalifed 
themfelves  during  the  battle  with  the  French  fleet : 

Vice-admiral  fir  A.  Flood, 

T.  Graves, 

Rear-admiral  A.  Gardner, 

G.  Bowyer, 

T.  Pafley, 

— fir  R.  Curtis, 

Captain  W.  Hope, 

Elphlnftone, 

• ■ ■ ■■  hon.  T.  Pakenham, 

J.  T.  Duckworth, 

fir  A.  Douglas, 

H.  Harvey, 

W,  Domett, 

H.  Nichols, 

J.  W,  Payne, 

■ ■ T.  Pringle. 
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enfure  victory ; and  fo  confpicuoiis  was  the  fpiiit  and  difcipline 
every-where  prevalent,  that  when  a commander  was  either  killed 
or  mortally  wounded,  the  next  officer  in  rank  continued  the  fight 
with  unyielding  valour. 

On  the  other  hand,  due  praife  ought  to  be  given  to  the  ene- 
my, who,  according  to  the  Britifh  admiral,  “ waited  for  the 
aftion,  and  fuftained  the  attack  with  their  cuftomary  refolution 
Notwithftanding  the  reinforcement  that  had  been  received  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  fignal  contefl  that  followed  two  undecifive  en- 
gagements, their  manifeft  inferiority  in  every  point  was  con- 
fpicuous ; and  when  it  is  recolledied  that  nearly  all  the  officers 
of  the  royal  marine  were  precluded  by  their  birth  from  ferving 
upon  this  occafion,  but  a fmall  portion  of  either  fkill  or  difcipline 
could  be  expe(Ted.  However,  if  the  crews  were  deficient  in  refpe<T 
to  thefe  qualifications,  they  mufl  be  allowed  not  to  have  been 
wanting  in  enthufiafm  ; and  although  their  Intrepidity  has  been 
perhaps  exaggerated,  certain  it  is  that  the  French  navy  never 
difplayed  a greater  portion  of  bravery  than  on  this  occafion. 
One  fhip  y on  a former  day  appears  to  have  engaged  three  of  ours 
in  fucceffion;  and  on  the  prefent  occafion,  another  that  had  firuck 
was  fired  into  by  one  of  her  conforts  and  forced  once  more 
to  hoift  her  colours-lj:*  On  board  a third  §,  when  the  water 
had  nearly  reached  the  orlop  deck,  fome  of  the  officers,  while 
contemplating  the  fituation  of  their  country,  appeared  utterly 
infenfible  to  their  own.  Many  of  the  crew,  indeed,  readily  pro- 
fited by  the  generous  humanity  of  their  conquerours,  and  it  is 
certain  that  they  fufpended  a Britifh  flag  from  their  ftern  ; but 


* Letter  from  earl  Howe,  dated  “ Queen  Charlotte  at  fca,  June  2,  179L”  publiUied 
June  10,  in  the  London  Gazette  Extraordinarv. 

*!■  Lc  Revolutionnaire. 

X See  the  Journal  in  the  Appendix, 
j Le  Vengeur. 
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BOOK  V.  when  the  fhip  was  In  the  ad;  of  finking,  others,  completely  re- 
figned  to  their  fate,  were  feen  converfing  as  on  common  oc- 
cafions,  and  difplaying  a furprifmg  degree  of  ftoical  heroifm. 
The  fkill  of  the  admiral  alfo  ought  not  to  be  overlooked,  for 
on  the  29th  it  was  thought  by  fome  of  the  Britifh  officers 
that  his  order  of  battle  was  admirable  ; and  even  after  he  broke 
the  line  on  the  ift  of  June,  inftead  of  making  diredly  for  port, 
he  collected  fuch  of  his  fcattered  ffiips  as  had  experienced  but 
little  damage,  and  by  affediing  to  renew  the  engagement,  en- 
abled two  or  three  of  the  difmantled  ones  to  efcape. 

In  the  mean  time  admiral  Montague,  who  had  repaired  to  Eng- 
land, whence  he  was  immediately  difpatched  to  join  earl  Howe, 
failed  for  Breft,  partly  with  a view  to  fall  in  with  the  commander 
in  chief,  and  partly  on  purpofe  to  pick  up  any  crippled  fhips, 
which  in  cafe  of  an  ad;Ion  might  take  ffielter  in  that  port ; he 
accordingly  encountered  fome  of  the  retreating  fquadron,  and 
chafed  them  into  the  outer  road.  On  the  fucceeding  day  he 
efpied  the  main  body  under  Vlllaret-Joyeufe ; but,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  late  fatal  conflidf,  that  commander  formed  an  ad- 
mirable line  of  battle  and  gave  chace  ; while  the  fleet  from  Ame- 
rica, confifting  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  fail  of  merchantmen, 
fuppofed  to  be  worth  feveral  millions  fterling,  but  invaluable  on 
account  of  the  diflrefl'ed  Rate  of  France,  arrived  in  fafety  three 
days  after  the  French  fquadron  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  its 
protection . 

Lord  Howe  now  deemed  It  proper  to  conduCt  the  fix  fhips 
captured  from  the  enemy  into  port,  being  unable  to  keep  the  fea, 
on  account  of  the  difabled  Rate  of  his  own  fquadron.  Fie  accord- 
ingly Reered  for  England,  arrived  fafe  off  Dunnofe  in  the  Ifie  of 
Wight,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  day  returned  thanks  for  “ the 
highly  diRinguifhed  examples  of  refolution,  fpirit,  and  perfever- 
ance,  which  had  been  teRified  by  every  defcription  of  officers,  fea- 
men,  and  military  corps,  ip  the  fliips  of  the  fleet,  during  the  feveral 


[June  S.] 


[June  12.1 


tfrYand  fleet 
arrives, 
[June  13,] 
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adions  with  the  enemy  on  the  28th  and  29th  of  May,  and  the  BOOK  V. 
I ft  of  June.” 

Thus  ended  a cruife,  which,  although  one  of  the  objeds  had 
not  been  attained,  yet  conferred  not  only  the  dominion  of  the  nar- 
row feas,  but  the  fceptre  of  the  ocean,  on  Great  Britain.  While 
the  French  convention,  inflamed  by  the  delufive  eloquence  of  Bar- 
rere  and  the  exaggerated  report  of  Jean  Bon  St.  Andre  gave 


* Barrere,  in  his  fpeech  of-the  Clft  MefliJor  (July  9),  affirms,  that  fince  the  fea  firffi 
became  a field  of  carnage,  and  the  waves  have  been  ftained  with  blood,  the  annals  of  Europe 
-do  not  record  a battle  fo  obftinate,  valour  fo  well  fuftalned,  or  an  a6lion  fo  terrible  and 
fanguinary,  as  that  of  the  ift  of  June.”  After  afferting  that  one  of  their  line-of-battle  Ihips 
went  down  with  the  republican  colours  flying,  that  the  crew  refufed  quarter,  and  that  their 
lad  prayers  were  offered  up  for  liberty  and  their  country,  he  concluded  with  propofing, 

“ 1 4 That  a model  of  Le  Vengeur  lliould  be  fufpended  from  the  roof,  and  the  names 
of  the  brave  republicans  on  board  infcribed  on  the  column,  of  the  Pantheon : 

2-  That  the  three-decked  lliip  then  building  in  the  covered  bafon  of  Breft,  fliould  be 
named  Le  Vengeur : 

And  “ 3,  Iffiat  recompences  lliall  be  decreed,  at  a national  feflival,  to  the  poets,  painters, 
and  fculptors,  who  undertook  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity  the  fublime  trait  of  republican 
heroifm  exhibited  upon  this  occafion.” 

Jean  Bon  St.  Andre,  in  his  report  to  the  national  convention,  July  4,  1794,  pofitively 
afferts,  that  the  Engllfli  line  of  battle  on  the  28th  of  May  confifted  of  thirty  fail,  and 
on  the  111:  of  June,  of  twenty-eight,  betides  fome  in  referve.  The  French  fquadron  is 
fairly  dated  at  twenty-fix  ; but  the  commlffioner,  Inftead  of  confeffing  that  feveral  of  the 
crippled  fliips  had  been  replaced,  only  mentions  “ that  four,  forming  the  divifion  of  rear- 
admiral,  Neilly,  were  exhaufted  by  a long  cruife.”  Among  other  grofs  miftakes  in  this 
hafty  account,  it  is  afferted  “ that  the  Engljfli  firft  ceafed  firing,”  and  that  “■  feveral  of 
their  line-of-battle  Ihips  were  feen  to  fink.” 

It  is  well  known  that  the  French  fleet  had  received  pofitive  orders  to  fight,  provided  the 
Englifli  fliould  crofs  their  cruifing-ground  j and  it  will  be  feen  by  the  following  extrad,  that 
St.  Andre  attributes  the  fafety  of  the  American  fleet  to  the  meafures  adopted  upon  this 
occafion. 

“ The  engagement  of  the  10th  Meflidor  (May  QQ)  lafted  between  feven  and  eight  hours, 
and  If  notdecifive  was  glorious  for  the  republick.  The  fcene  of  aftlon  was  the  very  fpot 
over  which  the  convoy  was  expefled  to  pafs,  the  fafety  of  which  was  our  chief  objeft.  We 
accordingly  deemed  it  our  bell  method  to  manoeuvre  fo  as  to  draw  the  enemy  to  fuch  a 
diftance  from  their  pofition,  to  the  northward  and  weftward,  as  that  the  convoy  might  fail 
twenty-five  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  the  two  fleets.  The  event  completely  afcertained 
the  propriety  with  which  we  had  taken  our  meafures.” 
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BOOK  V.  orders  to  hang  up  the  model  of  the  Vengeur,  the  crew  of  which 
had  long  contended  hand  to  hand  with  an  enemy’s  fhip  of  the  fame 
i79i.  rate  f,  in  the  Pantheon,  the  Englifh  nation  exhibited  unbounded 
joy  at  a vidory  in  fome  meafure  neceflary  to  its  independence. 
The  metropolis,  and  many  of  the  provincial  cities  and  towns, 
were  illuminated  during  three  nights  in  fucceffion  ; the  parliament 
pafled  a vote  of  thanks ; large  fums  of  money  were  fubfcribed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  children  of  thofe  killed  in  adion  ; 
and  the  king  repaired  to  Spithead,  on  purpofe  to  congratulate  in 
perfon  the  gallant  admiral,  officers,  and  feamen,  who  had  per- 
formed filch  brilliant  achievements. 

ofthe^grand^  The  grand  fleet,  after  being  refitted  and  increafed  by  five 
fleet.  fail  of  line-of-battle  fhips  and  a Portuguefe  fquadron  of  five 
vefiels,  the  latter  of  which  added  to  its  numbers  rather  than  to  its 
ftrength,  again  put  to  fea ; and  notwithftanding  the  veteran 
commander  was  fo  ill  with  the  gout  that  he  . was  hoifled  on 
board  in  a chair,  he  flill  continued  to  fuperintend  its  move- 
ments. The  enemy  however  had  been  fo  completely  humbled, 
that  the  Breft  fleet  never  ventured  out  until  lord  Howe  returned 
to  port ; and  but  little  glory  or  advantage  was  reaped  even  then, 
for  their  commanders  and  crews,  confifting  chiefly  of  landfmen, 
being  unfitted  to  contend  with  fo  boifterous  a feafon,  were  in- 
capable of  performing  any  exploit  whatever,  and,  inftead  of 
making  captures,  adlually  loft  five  fail  of  the  line. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh  navy,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year, 
was  nearly  uniform,  both  in  refpedt  to  fquadrons  and  fingle 
fhips.  Captain  fir  John  Borlafe  Warren,  having  been  ordered  to 
Action  off  cruife  on  the  coaft  of  France  with  four  fhips  ijl,  while  proceeding 
[Aprll^sa.]  his  ftation,  fell  in  with  four  fail  of  the  enemy  §,  under  a 


f The  Brunfwick,  captain  J.  Harvey. 

1 The  Arethufa,  Melampus,  La  Nymphe,  and  Concorde. 

^ L’Engageante,  34  eighteen-pounders,  4]  carronadcs,  and  300  men,  commanded 
by  citizen  Defgarceaux,  chef  d e/cadre. 
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commodore,  frefli  from  port,  having  left  Cancalle  bay  on  the  book  v. 
preceding  evening.  The  two  fquadrons  crofled  each  other 
oppofite  tacks,  and  the  enemy  as  ufual  began  the  adion  at  a 
confiderable  diftance.  As  the  wind  Iqpkily  happened  to  change  E°by  s.°ror 
two  points  in  his  favour,  the  Englifh  commander  at  length  per-  ^ 
ceived  that  it  was  poflible  to  weather  the  French,  and  therefore 
made  a fignal  for  the  fhips  to  engage  as  they  came  up,  fo  as  to 
enfure  a clofe  adion,  and  prevent  them  from  gaining  their  own 
fhore.  After  a conteft  of  two  hours,  in  which  captain  fir  Edward 
Pellew  of  the  Arethufa,  who  was  the  feopnd  aftern,  and  the  other 
commanders,  conduded  themfelves  with  equal  courage  and  fea- 
manfliip,  two  of  the  fhips  ftruck ; and  as  the  Flora,  which  had 
led  the  line  into  adion,  was  rendered  incapable  of  continuing 
the  purfuit,  a fignal  was  made  for  the  other  Englifh  frigates 
to  purfue  the  enemy.  In  the  mean  time  fir  Richard  Strachan 
got  up  with  and  engaged  two  of  the  retreating  fquadron,  one 
of  which  t bore  down,  and  laying  herfelf  acrofs  La  Concorde’s 
bows,  obliged  her  to  drop  aftern,  He  however  made  fail 
and  attacked  the  other  veflel,  which  proved  to  be  L’Engageante, 
the  crew  of  which  defended  themfelves  with  the  greateft  bravery 
during  two  hours  and  a quarter,  when  her  guns  being  filenced  A quarter  paft 
and  her  fails  unmanageable,  fhe  was  taken  pofleflion  of. 

The  fame  commander,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  fummer, 
proved  again  fuccefsful  on  this  ftation.  Having  received  in- 
formation relative  to  fome  of  the  enemy’s  frigates  fuppofed  to  be 
cruifing  near  Scilly,  he  failed  in  purfuit  with  a fmall  fquadron  J 


* La  Pomone,  44  twenty  .four- pounders,  400  men. 

I.a  Refolue,  36  eighteen-pouiiders,  320  men. 

* La  Babet,  22  nine-pounders,  200  men. 

[The  vefl'els  captured  by  the  EnglKti  are  marked  thus 
f The  Refolue. 

't  The  Pomona,  Artois,  Santa  Margaritta,  Diana,  and  Arethufa. 
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1794. 
[Aug.  23,] 
4,  A.  M. 


[June  17.] 


BOOK  V.  confiding  of  five  fail;  and  having  difcovered  a French  fhip  of  war, 
CHAP.  V.  proved  to  be  La  Felicite  of  40  guns,  he  made  a fignal  for 

a general  chace,  in  confequence  of  which  fome  of  hi&  conforts  en- 
gaged with  and  ran  her  afiiore  near  the  Penmark  rocks.  He  him- 
felf,  in  company  with  the  Arethufa,  at  the  fame  time  purfued  two 
corvettes,  obliged  them  to  take  refuge  under  cover  of  three  batteries 
near  the  Gamelle  rocks,  and  fought  them  in  that  pofition  until 
their  mails  fell  overboard,  on  which  the  greater  part  of  the  crews 
efcaped.  Having  manned  and  armed  his  boats,  he  intended  to 
have  burnt  the  veifels,  which  were  called  L’Alerte  and  L’Efpion, 
but  was  prevented  from  a laudable  humanity  in  refped;  to  the 
wounded,  who  muft  have  inevitably  perifhed  'L 

But  few  combats  worthy  of  record  took  place  between  .fingle 
fhips  in  the  courfe  of  this  caVnpaign.  The  honourable  captain 
Paget,  in  the  Romney  of  50  guns,  brought  La  Sybilie  of  44 
to  action  in  Miconi  road,  and  captured  her  after  a conteft  of 
one  hour  and  ten  minutes  ; but  this  is  chiefly  remarkable,  as 
being  an  attack  on  an  enemy’s  fliip  in  a neutral  harbour.  Captain 
Nagle  of  the  Artois,  belonging  to  and  in  fight  of  fir  Edward 
Pellew’s  fquadron,  alfo  took  the  national  frigate  called  Revo- 
lutionnairc,  after  a fight  of  forty  minutes : fiie  had  fcarcely  fur- 
rendered,  when  the  breakers  of  the  Saints  were  difcovered  right 
a-head. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Englifh  loft  a line-of-battle  ftiip,  which 
became  a fubje£l  of  fome  exultation  to  the  enemy.  The  Alex- 
der  and  Canada,  veiTels  of  equal  force,  happened  to  be  feen  and 
chafed  at  break  of  day,  by  a fquadron  confifting  of  five  feventy- 
fours,  three  large  frigates,  and  an  armed  brig,  under  the  com- 
Lat.4s:°2.''/N.  mand  of  rear-admiral  Neilly.  The  two  Englifti  men-of-w^ar  at 
feparated,  but  rear-admiral  Bligh  having  made  his  confort’s 
fignal  to  form  a-head  for  their  mutual  fupport,  an  attempt  was 


tPa.  21.] 


Lofe  of  the 
Alexander,  of 
74  guns. 


The  Flora  is  faid  to  have  run  aground  on  this  dangerous  fhore  during  the  aftion. 
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made  to  obey  ; on  this,  two  fhips  of  the  line,  and  two  frigates,  BOOK  V. 
which  were  in  purfuit,  hauled  to  ftarboard,  and  obliged  her  to 
purfiie  the  former  coiirfe.  In  the  mean  time  the  Alexander  con-  1794. 
tinued  firing  her  own  Item  and  receiving  the  bow  chafers  of  the 
enemy,  when  three  fhips  of  the  line  came  up  and  commenced  a A.  M. 
clofe  adtion,  which  was  gallantly  fuftained  for  upwards  of  two 
hours,  at  the  end  of  which  period  fhe  became  a complete  wreck, 
the  main-yard,  fpanker-boom,  and  three  topgallant-mafts,  being  fhot 
away,  and  the  fails  and  rigging  cut  to  pieces,  while  all  the  lower 
malls  were  expedled  every  moment  to  go  over  the  fide.  At  this 
critical  period  too,  the  fliips  which  had  chafed  the  Canada,  finding 
it  impoffible  to  overtake  her,  now  made  fail  for  the  Britifh  ad- 
miral, on  which  the  officers,  who  had  been  aflembled  on  the 
quarter-deck,  deeming  all  further  refiftance  ineffediual,  were  una- 
nimoufly  of  opinion  that  fhe  ought  to  be  furrendered  ; in  con- 
fequence  of  this  her  commander  reludlantly  complied,  and  was 
carried  into  Brefl,  where  he  was  treated,  according  to  his  own 
account,  with  great  kindnefs  and  humanity. 

Nor  ought  a remarkable  inftance  of  feamanfhip  to  be  omitted 
in  the  naval  tranfadlions  of  the  prefent  year,  A few  days  fub- 
fequent  to  the  evacuation  of  Toulon,  captain  Hood,  being  un- 
acquainted with  that  event,  entered  the  port  and  proceeded  for 
the  inner  harbour,  where  he  grounded,  foon  after  being  dif-; 
covered  by  the  enemy  ; but  fuch  was  the  prefence  of  mind  and 
excellent  difpofition  evinced  upon  this  occafion,  by  the  com^ 
mander,  lieutenants,  mafler,  and  in  fliort  by  every  perfon  on 
board,  that  notwithftanding  thefe  finlflrous  accidents,  the  Juno 
efcaped,  although  aflailed  by  a number  of  batteries,  and  was  no 
fooner  out  of  immediate  danger,  than  fhe  opened  upon  them  and 
returned  their  fire. 

It  will  be  feen  in  the  fucceeding  chapter,  that  the  Britifli  fleet 
was  mil  triumphant  in  this  quarter,  and  that  not  content  with 
the  dominion  of  the  Mediterranean,  it  extended  its  operations  to 
the  conqueft  of  one  of  the  principal  iflands  in  that  fea. 
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WARS  OF  THE 


CHAP.  VI. 


Imqfion  and  Conquejl  of  Corfca, 


BOOK  V.  No  fooner  were  the  Englifh  forced  to  evacuate  Toulon,  than 
the  admiral  commanding  in  the  Mediterranean  conceived  the 
i79'5.  idea  of  annexing  Corfica  to  the  crown  of  England.  He  was 
to'^bedmved  incited  to  this  undertaking  by  a variety  of  reafons.  In  the  firft 
feffion  of  piace,  the  polTeffion  of  it  would  prevent  the  French  from  fupply- 
Corfica.  ing  their  great  naval  arfenal  in  that  quarter  with  Ihip  timber; 

and  In  the  next,  the  fituation  of  its  ports,  particularly  that  of 
St.  Fiorenzo,  could  afford  at  any  time  an  excellent  afylum  to  the 
Britifh  fleet. 

Circumstances  were  alfo  peculiarly  favourable.  Pafcal  Paoli, 
who  after  the  retreat  of  king  Theodore,  and  the  transfer  of  Corfica 
to  Louis  XV.  had  flruggled  for  feveral  years  to  render  that  ifland 
independent,  was  difcontented  with  the  late  revolution  in  France, 
although  permitted  by  its  leaders  to  return  to  his  native  coun- 
try, and  enjoy  his  patrimony  in  tranquillity.  After  fubfcribing 
the  civick  oath,  he  had  accordingly  repaired  to  Baftia,  and 
been  nominated  fucceflively  mayor  of  that  place,  commandant 
of  the  national  guard,  and  prefident  of  the  department.  But 
notwithftanding  the  republican  zeal  profefled  by  this  celebrated 
Views  cf  man,  it  foon  became  evident,  that  he  endeavoured  to  convert 
the  immenfe  influence  which  he  pofTeffed  over  the  minds  of  his 
countrymen,  to  his  own  advantage;  and  the  failure  of  an  ex- 
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pedldon  againft  Sardinia,  as  well  as  the  revival  of  projeds  fup-  BOOK  v. 
pofed  to  be  didated  by  ambition  and  the  love  of  glory,  were 
at  length  afcribed  to  this  celebrated  chief!  1795. 

The  convention,  impreffed  with  thefe  notions,  fummohed  him 
to  its  bar,  and  on  his  refufal  to  appear  there,  proclaimed  him  a 
traitor.  On  this,  no  longer  concealing  his  projeds,  he  immediately 
convoked  a confulta,  or  popular  aflembly,  by  which  he  was 
eleded  generalijfmo ; but  being  confcious  from  former  experience 
that  he  was  incapable  of  contending  alone  with  France,  he  kept 
up  a fecret  correfpondence  with  the  Englifh,  and  fuccefsfully  held 
out  the  allurements  of  a petty  fovereignty,  to  a prince  already 
poflefled  of  ample  dominions. 

Lord  Hood,  who  had  been  but  lately  foiled  in  a naval  expe- 
dition fitted  out  againft  this  very  ifland,  wifely  determined  to  make 
himfelf  well  acquainted  with  the  ftrength  and  refources  of  the 
party  which  had  declared  for  Paoli,  before  he  embarked  ferioufly 
in  an  undertaking  of  fuch  magnitude.  He  therefore  difpatched 
two  field  officers  * to  Corfica,  and  on  their  report,  which  was  ex- 
tremely encouraging,  he  refolved  to  repair  thither  in  perfon  ; 
more  efpecially  as  he  learned  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  French 
had  already  embarked  eight  thoufand  troops  at  Nice,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fecuring  pofleffion  of  the  ifland. 

The  vice-admiral  accordingly  failed  from  the  bay  of  Hieres,  ac-  [Jan.  q i.-] 
companied  by  a fleet  of  fixty  fail,  with  two  thoufand  two  hundred  ag^abft  c^r- 
of  the  unfortunate  Toulonefe  on  board ; but  a ftorm  having  enfued, 
it  was  feveral  days  before  they  could  reach  the  objed  of  their  de- 
ftination.  At  length  commodore  Linzee  anchored  in  the  bay  to 
the  weftward  of  Mortella  Point ; the  troops  f were  landed  the 


* Lieutenant-colonel,  now  major-general,  Moore,  and  the  late  major  Koehler. 

-j-  Thefe  confifted  of  the  fecond  battalion  of  the  royals,  11th,  25th,  30th,  50th,  51ft, 
and  69th  regiments,  amounting  in  all  to  about  HOO  men. 


WARS  OF  THE 


179'7- 
[Feb.  8.] 
Gallant  de- 
I'ence  of  the 
tower  of 
Mortella, 


sgo 

BOOK  V.  fame  evening  under  lieutenant-general  Dundas,  and  pofleifioti 
taken  of  a height  that  overlooked  the  tower  of  Mortella. 

The  general  and  commodore  being  both  of  opinion  that  this 
important  poll  * ought  to  be  taken  immediately,  with  a view  of 
fecLiring  the  anchorage,  the  Fortitude  and  Juno  were  accordingly 
placed  in  their  proper  Rations,  and  a combined  attack  took  place 
both  by  fea  and  land.  Notwithftanding  the  garrifon  confifted  of 
no  more  than  thirty-three  men,  the  defence  was  fo  obftinate,  that 
the  Ihips  were  obliged  to  withdraw  after  a fevere  and  well-dire£ted 
fire  of  two  hours  and  a half,  during  which  feveral  hot  fhot  were 
lodged  in  the  fide  of  the  Fortitude  f . 

But  what  could  not  be  elfedted  by  the  navy,  was  at  length 
achieved  by  the  land  forces,  who  occupied  an  eminence  that 
commanded  the  place,  and  eftablifhed  a battery  confifting  of 
one  eighteen,  two  nine  pounders,  and  a carronade,  within  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  it.  The  enemy  however  ftill  held  out : 
this  partly  proceeded  from  the  form  of  the  tower,  which  was 


* It  appears  from  the  following  fafts,  communicated  to  me  partly  from  memory  and 
partly  from  the  journal  of  a refpeflable  officer,  that.  In  confequence  of  a lingular  incident, 
Mortella  tower  had  been  fcized  by  the  Englifli  during  the  preceding  year. 

The  Loweftoffe  frigate,  captain  Wolfely,  anchored  in  Fiorenzo  bay,  the  19th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1793,  and  fent  lieutenants- Gibbs  and  Mountfey  with  twenty-one  men- on  ffiore. 
This  party  finding  Mortella  tower  evacuated,  and  a ladder  conltrudled  of  bafs  rope  placed 
Immediately  under  the  walls,  afeended  and  took  pofleffion  of  it  ■,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  Englifli  colours  were  hoifted  for  the  firft  time  in  the  ifland  of  Corfica. 

“ In  the  courfe  of  that  very  night,  an  officer  with  twenty-five  Frenchmen  arrived  from 
Calvi,  to  occupy  the  poll,  all  of  whom  were  taken  prifoners.  Commodore  Linzee 
Immediately  ftationed  a garrifon  in  it  of  nine  Corficans,  who  were  afterwards  obliged  to 
furrender  to  two  French  frigates.” 

f The  following  is  the  account  of  the  attack  given  by  admiral  lord  Hood  in  his  difpatch, 
dated  Viftory,  St.  Fiorenzo,  February  22,  IZP'I  = ” 

“ The  walls  of  the  tower  were  of  a prodigious  thicknefs,  and  the  parapet,  where  there 
were  two  eighteen-pounders,  was  lined  with  bafs  junk  five  feet  from  the  walls,  and  filled 
up  with  fand  j and  although  It  was  cannonaded  from  the  height  for  two  days,  within  one. 
htmdred  and  fifty  yards,  and  appeared  in  a very  fluttered  condition,  the  enemy  ftill  held 
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round  and  partly  from  its  being  arched  over  and  rendered  BOOK  V. 
bomb-proof.  It  alfo  in  fome  meafure  fet  an  affault  at  defiance ; 
for  it  was  not  only  provided  with  loop-holes  commanding  the  1795. 
ground  below,  but  it  could  be  alone  entered  by  a narrow  aper- 
ture in  the  wall,  through  which  the  garrifon  afcended,  by  means 
of  a ladder,  afterwards  fecured  within.  The  befieged,  confifting 
of  a fingle  officer  and  thirty-two  men,  with  only  two  eighteen- 
pounders,  one  of  the  carriages  of  which  was  broken,  at  length 
furrendered,  in  confequence  of  the  bafs  belonging  to  the  tunny-  [Feb.  lO.J] 
fiffiery,  "vvhich  conftituted  its  chief  defence,  being  fet  fire  to. 

In  the  mean  time  lieutenant-colonel  Moore  had  been  detached 
with  two  regiments,  a fmall  howitzer,  and  a fix-pounder,  which 
were  dragged  feven  or  eight  miles  through  a defert  and  moun- 
tainous country,  deftitute  of  roads,  on  purpofe  to  obtain  pof- 
feffion  of  the  town  of  Fornelli ; but  it  was  foon  found  that  it  could 
not  be  taken  with  light  artillery.  However,  on  examining  the 
mountains  that  fkirted  the  weftern  part  of  the  gulph  and  over- 
looked the  enemy’s  pofts,  an  attack  on  this  fide  appeared  likely 
to  prove  fuccefsful,  provided  heavy  cannon  could  be  carried 
thither.  This  operation  was  cheerfully  undertaken  by  the  officers 
of  the  navy ; and  after  four  days’  incelTant  labour,  four  eighteen- 
pounders,  a large  howitzer,  and  a ten-inch  mortar,  were  hauled 
over  rocks  and  precipices,  to  an  eminence  elevated  at  leaft  feven 
hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  After  this,  one  battery, 
confifting  of  three  pieces  of  artillery,  was  conftru£ted  fo  as 


out ; but  a frw  Ihot  fetting  fire  to  the  bafs,  made  them  call  for  quarter.  The  number  of 
men  In  the  tower  was  thirty-three ; only  two  were  wounded,  and  thofe  mortally.” 

The  want  of  water  to  extingulfli  the  flames,  was  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  furrender  of 
this  place  j for  although  there  was  a well  at  the  bottom,  immediately  below  a bomb-proof 
cafemate  ample  enough  for  the  protection  of  more  than  a hundred  men,  yet  it  was  difficult 
of  accefs,  and  a fufficient  quantity  had  not  been  obtained  and  placed  on  the  rampart  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  fiege. 

* An  officer  prefent  on  this  occafion  defcribes  the  tower  as  exaCtly  refembling  a wooden 
Jand-box  in  point  of  fliape. 
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1795. 
Attack  on 
Fornelli. 

[Feb.  17] 


8 o’clock  at 
night. 


BOOK  V.  to  enfilade  the  rxdoubt  of  the  convention^  mounted  with  twenty- 
CHAP,  VL  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  confidered  as  the  key  to  the 
whole,  while  a fecond  took  it  in  reverfe ; another  eighteen- 
pounder  was  brought  up  next  day,  to  prevent  two  French  frigates 
in  the  bay  from  obftrudling  the  attack ; at  the  fame  time  a body 
of  Corficans,  to  the  number  of  twelve  hundred,  aflembled  by 
general  Paoli,  occupied  the  advanced  polls  and  covered  the  flanks. 
In  the  courfe  of  that  very  evening,  lieutenant-colonel  Moore  led 
one  column  againft  the  advanced  point  of  the  redoubt ; lieu- 
tenant-colonel Wauchope  marched  with  another  towards  the 
centre,'while  captain  Stewart  with  a third  entered  on  the  left,  and 
carrying  the  works  with  the  bayonet,  drove  the  enemy  down  a 
fteep  hill  in  their  rear.  The  complete  fuccefs  of  this  meafure  was 
partly  owing  to  the  gallantry  of  the  troops  and  men  who  gave 
the  affault,  partly  to  a falfe  attack  on  the  part  of  the  iflanders,  and 
partly  to  the  judicious  fire  of  the  batteries,  which  diftradled  the 
attention  of  the  enemy,  of  whom  ten  officers  and  fixty  men  were 
made  prifoners,  and  one  hundred  killed  and  wounded,  out  of  five 
hundred  and  fifty  who  occupied  the  work. 

The  heights  of  Fornelli  might  ftill  have  been  defended,  but 
the  town  and  batteries,  on  which  an  unfuccefsful  attack  had  been 
made  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year  by  one  of  our  flying  fquadrons, 
were  now  abandoned ; the  two  frigates,  both  of  v/hich  were 
Florenzo  eva-  fated  to  be  deftroyed  foon  after,  were  hauled  off,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring town  was  abandoned. 

The  Englifh  were  now  mailers  of  the  gulph,  fortrefs,  and 
town  of  St.  Fiorenzo  ; and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  admiral, 
that  Ballia,  whither  the  French  had  retreated,  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately attacked.  Notwithllanding  major-general  Dundas  did  not 
deem  it  prudent  to  ^oin  in  this  undertaking,  lord  Hood  made  the 
neceflary  difpofitions  ; and  as  the  capture  of  the  tower  of  Mor- 
tella  is  to  be  folely  attributed  to  the  land  forces,  fo  the  glory  of 
reducing  this  town  entirely  appertains  to  the  navy,  and  the  troops 


cuated. 
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ferving  on  board  of  it.  Lieutenant-colonel  Villettes  having  BOOK  V, 

landed  with  a body  of  men  who  had  hitherto  adted  in  the  capacity 

of  marines,  and  captain  (now  lord)  Nelfon  with  a detachment 

of  feamen,  batteries  were  opened  and  the  place  fummoned,  while 

the  mouth  of  the  harbour  was  guarded  fo  as  to  intercept  the 

arrival  of  fupplies  to  the  befieged,  the  Ihips  being  moored  in 

form  of  a crefcent,  gun-boats  and  armed  launches  occupying 

the  intervals.  General  Gentili,  a Corfican,  who  commanded  in 

the  town,  where  there  was  a numerous  garrifon  *,  made  a very 

gallant  defence ; but  after  a fiege  of  thirty-three  days,  during  which  Surrender  of 

the  Englifli  officers  both  by  fea  and  land  diftinguiffied  themfelves  [May  22.] 

greatly,  articles  of  capitulation  were  agreed  to,  the  place  was 

refigned  to  a detachment  of  Britiffi  troops,  and  the  French,  who 

had  ftipulated  that  the  Corficans  fhould  not  be  permitted  to  enter 

the  place  to  witnefs  the  furrender,  were  fent  to  Toulon  '}'. 

As  Calvi  was  the  only  town  now  belonging  to  the  enemy, 
it  was  determined  to  obtain  poffeffion  of  it  alfo  : and  while 
the  Britiffi  admiral  was  cruifmg  to  intercept  a fquadron  of  fix 
fail  of  the  line,  from  Toulon,  fuppofed  to  be  deftined  for  its 
relief,  which  he  foon  after  forced  to  feek  protection  under  the 
batteries  of  St.  Honora,  St.  Margaretta,  and  Cape  Garoupe,  cap- 
tain Nelfon  proceeded  with  the  troops  from  Baftia,  and  effected 
a landing  at  port  Agra ; in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  day  the  army,  [June  19.3 


* The  garrifon  amounted  to  near  three  thoufand  men,  while  the  affailants  did  not  exceed 
one  thoufand  three  hundred  Englifli,  and  eight  hundred  Corficans. 

t Lord  Hood,  in  his  difpatches,  gives  great  praife  to  “ the  unremitting  zeal,  exertion,  and 
judicious  conduft  of  lieutenant-colonel  Villettes he  alfo  mentions  the  fervices  of  vice- 
admiral  Goodall,  major  Brereton,  captain  Nelfon  of  the  Agamemnon,  captains  Wolfeley, 
Hallowell,  Young,  Inglefield,  Knight,  Buller,  and  Serocold  j the  lieutenants  Gore,  Hotham, 
Stiles,  Andrews,  and  Brifbane,  of  the  navy.  In  addition  to  thefe,  captain  and  lieutenant 
Alexander  Duncan  of  the  royal  artillery,  lieutenant  de  Butts  of  the  royal  engineers,  major 
Smith,  captain  Radfale,  lieutenant  St.  George,  and  enfign  Vigoureux,  are  enumerated  as 
deferving  of  commendation  ; while  the  admiral  does  not  forget  his  obligations  “ to  general 
Petrecono,  Mr.  Frediani,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  Corficans  ferving  with  the  army.” 
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BOOK  V.  now  confiderably  reinforced,  and  commanded  by  the  honourable 
lieutenant-general  Stuart,  encamped  in  a ftrong  pofition  upon  the 
1795.  Serra  del  Cappucine,  three  miles  diftant  from  the  town.  The  works 
being  very  ftrong,  and  the  approaches  difficult,  it  was  determined 
to  adopt  rapid  and  forward  movements  inftead  of  regular  ap- 
proaches ; the  feamen  and  foldiers  were  accordingly  employed  in 
making  roads,  dragging  cannon  to  the  tops  of  precipices,  and 
collecfting  military  ftores,  for  the  purpofe  of  ereefting  two  mortar 
and  four  gun  batteries,  againft  Mollihochefco,  fituated  on  a fteep 
rock,  and  the  ftone  ftar-fort  Mozello  ; the  latter  of  which,  by  a 
Hidden  march,  and  the  united  exertions  of  the  whole  army, 
was  to  be  attacked  by  batteries  erected  within  feven  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  its  walls. 

In  the  mean  time  lord  Hood,  having  left  admiral  Hotham  to 
blockade  the  French  in  the  road  of  Gourjean,  returned  to  Cor- 
fica,  to  alfift  in  the  reduction  of  Calvi ; and  not  only  kept 
clofe  off  that  port,  to  relieve  the  -wants  of  the  befiegers  every 
morning,  but  landed  feven  of  the  lower-deck  guns  of  the 
Vidory,  on  purpofe  to  make  an  imprelfion  on  the  enemy’s 
works. 

At  length  the  French  were  obliged  to  evacuate  the  Mollino- 
chefco,  and  withdraw  the  fhipping  under  the  protedion  of  the 
{July  18.]  town;  at  which  period,  a breach  appearing  pradicable  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  Mozello,  lieutenant- colonel  Moore  and  major 
Brereton  advanced  with  unloaded  arms,  and  ftormed  the  place, 
regardlefs  of  the  fire  of  raufquetry  and  the  burfting  of  fliells ; 
while  lieutenant-colonel  Wemys,  with  the  royal  Irilh  regiment 
and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  under  the  diredion  of  lieutenant  Le- 
moine  of  the  royal  artillery,  carried  the  enemy’s  battery  on  the 
left,  and  forced  the  trenches  without  firing  a Ihot. 

Casa-Bianca,  a general  of  divifion  in  the  French  fervice  and 
a native  of  the  ifland,  now  propofed  a truce  of  twenty-five 
days  ; but  this  being  deemed  inadmilfible,  the  navy  and  army 
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united  their  efforts,  and  in  the  courfe  of  nine  days  more,  addi-  BOOK  v. 
tional  batteries  of  thirteen  heavy  guns,  four  mortars,  and  three 
howitzers,  were  opened  within  fix  hundred  yards  of  the  town ; 1795. 

in  confequence  of  which  the  enemy’s  fire  being  nearly  filenced, 
after  a cannonade  and  bombardment  of  eighteen  hours,  and  a 
fiege  of  fifty-one  days,  the  garrifon  confented  to  an  honour-  Surrender  of 
able  capitulation  by  which  the  Englifh  obtained  complete  [luguft  to.] 
pofTeffion  of,  and  the  French  were  expelled  from,  the  ifland. 

Soon  after  this,  a general  confulta  was  affembled  at  Corte,  and 
general  Paoli  being  eledfed  prefident,  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation  voted  the  union  of  Corfica  with  the  Britifh  crown, 
which  was  cheerfully  accepted  on  the  part  of  the  viceroy  f.  The 
conftitution  prefented  to  the  Corficans  contained  many  admirable 
provifions  in  behalf  of  their  national  liberty,  and  privileges 
highly  advantageous  in  their  nature  were  readily  conferred  on 
thefe  new  fubj  edits. 

V/e  muft  now  avert  our  eyes  from  Europe,  to  contemplate  the 
progrefs  of  hoftilities  in  another  hemifphere ; where  the  paffions 
appear  to  be  fublimed  by  the  ardour  of  a burning  fun,  and  war, 
conftantly  accompanied  by  difeafe,  is  productive  of  double 
horrour.  i 


* The  general  in  his  difpatch  announcing  this  event,  enumerates  the  fervices  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonels Moore  and  Wauchope  j captain  Serocold  of  the  navy,  who  was  unfor- 
tunately killed  by  a cannon-fhot  j captains  Stewart,  Duncan,  and  Stephens,  of  the  royal 
artillery  ; lieutenants  Newhurft  and  Lemoine  j majors  Brereton  and  Oakes  j and  fir  James 
Ertkine.  Lieutenant-colonel  Sembaldi  of  the  Corfican  battalion,  and  lieutenant  William 
Byron  of  the  R.  R.  of  Ireland,  were  killed  j and  lieutenant-eolonel  Moore,  captains  Colin 
Macdonald  and  Mackenzie,  and  lieutenants  D.  Macdonald,  Johnfton,  Livingfton,  Paoli) 
and  Mattel,  wounded. 

The  following  fhips  were  taken  in  the  harbour  of  Calvl : 

La  Melpomene  , . . 4(i  Guns. 

Mignonne  . . . , 2S 

Augufte  and  Providence,  two  brigs  . 4 

And  Ca-ira,  a gun-boat  . • 3 

f Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  bart.  now  lord  Minto. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


Campaign  in  the  Wejl  Indies — Reduction  of  Martinico,  Gaudaloupey 
St.  Lucia,  Maregalante,  Defeada,  and  the  Saints. 


VV  HILE  the  allies  were  nearly  reduced  to  defpair  in  Europe, 
and  no  longer  deemed  it  probable  that  they  could  make  any 


lafting  impreffion  on  the  frontiers  of  republican  France,  the 
minifters  of  Great  Britain  were  preparing  a formidable  armament 


The  fleet  fails  againft  her  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies.  After  being  delayed  for 

for  the  Weft  ° ^ ^ . 

Indies.  lome  time  in  conlequence  or  a temporary  expedition  into  mari- 


for  the  Weft 
Indies. 


[Nov.  3.]  Flanders,  the  fea  and  land  forces  failed  towards  the  latter  end 


[Nov,  3.] 


of  the  year,  under  the  command  of  admiral  fir  John  Jervis  and 
lieutenant-general  fir  Charles  Grey,  two  officers  of  eftabliflied 
reputation.  As  foon  as  the  men-of-war  and  tranfports  had  rendez- 
voufed  at  Carlifle-bay  in  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  it  was  determined 
to  make  an  immediate  attack  upon  Martinico,  whence  a fmall  body 


of  Englilh  troops  had  been  repulfed  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 


On  the  arrival  of  the  ffeet  a joint  manifefto  * was  publifhed  on  , 
the  part  of  the  commanders  in  chief  by  fea  and  land,  inviting  all 


the  “ friends  of  peace,  government,  religion,  and  order,  in  the 
ifland,  to  throw  off  tyrannical  oppreflion,  and  fet  themfelves  free 
from  the  horrours  of  anarchy,  by  having  recourfe  to  the  pro- 


te<ft;ion  and  government  of  a juft  and  beneficent  fovereign.” 
Perfonal  fecurity,  and  full  and  immediate  enjoyment  of  their 


* Dated  on  board  the  Boyne,  January  1,  1794. 
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lawful  pofleflions,  conformably  to  the  ancient  laws  and  cuftoms,  BOOK  v. 


rHAP  VTT 


were  alfo  promifed  to  the  colonifts.  But  this  fpirit  of  moderation 


was  clouded  by  a fupplement,  in  which  all  thofe  taken  with  arms  ^793. 
in  their  hands  were  threatened  with  tranfportation ; and  in  cafe 
of  their  return  “ to  either  of  the  windward  iflands,”  they  were 
to  incur  the  “ pains  of  death.”  It  was  alfo  intimated,  that 
general  Rochambeau  having  promifed  freedom  to  fuch  flaves 
as  Ihould  combat  for  the  defence  of  Martinico,  and  it  being 
impoffible  to  “ diftinguifh  thofe  Brigands  from  people  of  colour 
born  free,”  the  latter  were  apprifed  that  all  of  this  defcription 
“ who  Ihould  be  found  armed,  or  who  having  fought,  Ihould 
have  efcaped  the  bayohets  of  the  Britifli  troops,”  were  to  be 
treated  as  Haves,  and  tranfported  immediately  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  where  they  will  be  abandoned  to  their  fate.” 

The  land  forces,  which  originally  confifted  of  about  fix 
thoufand  men  and  had  been  confiderably  reduced  by  ficknefs, 
were  divided  into  three  brigades : the  firft  commanded  by  lieu- 
tenant-general Prefcott  j the  fecond  by  major-general  Thomas  Dun- 
das;  and  the  third  by  lieutenant-colonel  fir  Charles  Gordon,  during  Expedition 
the  abfence  of  prince  Edward.  Thefe  having  embarked,  failed  im- 
mediately  under  convoy  of  the  Boyne,  a Ihip  of  ninety-eight  guns,  j 

* An  account  of  the  number  of  men  deftlned  for  the  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies,  under 
fir  Charles  Grey,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1793. 

Fourteen  regiments  at  fix  hundred  rank  and  file  each  . » S-lOO 

Flank  companies  of  fourteen  regiments  ....  i960 


Artillery  and  artificers 


10,360 

400 


10,760 


An  account  of  the  number  of  men  withdrawn  from  the  forces  deftined 
for  the  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies;  under  fir  Charles  Grey,  and  placed 
under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Moira.  - . 


Eight  regiments 


4642 


Troops  remaining 


6118 
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BOOK  V.  which  carried  the  vice-admiral’s  flag,  accompanied  by  three  fhips 
of  the  line,  fome  frigates,  a bomb-ketch,  a few  gun-boats,  and 
1794.  feveral  ftore-flhiips*  . 

As  the  obftinate  refiftance  or  immediate  furrender  of  the  enemy’s 
iflands  was  fuppofed  to  depend  greatly  on  the  arrival  of  a fupply 


* Lift  of  the  Englifti  Squadron. 


Ships’  names.  Guns. 

Boyne 9^ 

Vengeance 74 

Irrefiftible 74 

Veteran 64 

Beaulieu 40 

Blanche 32 

Terpfichore 32 

Blonde  32 

Solebay 32 

Quebec 32 

Rofe  32 

Nautilus 18 

Rattlefnake 18 

Zebra 18 

Seaflower 15 

Experiment 44 

Woolwich 44 

Dromedary 44 


And  Vefuvius  (bomb)  . . . . 


Commanders. 

Vice  Admiral  fir  John  Jervis. 

Capt.  G.  Grey. 

Commodore  C.  Thompfon. 

Capt.  Henry  Pawlett. 

Capt.  John  Henry. 

— Charles  Edmund  Nugent. 

John  Salilbury. 

Chriftopher  Parker. 

Sampfon  Edwards. 

John  Markham. 

William  Hancock  Kelly. 

Jofias  Rogers. 

— — Edward  Riou. 

■ ■ James  Carpenter. 

Matthew  Henry  Scott. 

Robert  Faulkner. 

William  Pierrepoint. 

— — Simon  Miller,  -j 

John  Parker.  ^ Armed  en  flute. 

— — S.  Fatham,  j 

■  Charles  Sawyer. 


The  following  reinforcement  arrived  previoufly  to  the  capture  of  the  ifland  : 


,Afia  . : 64  Capt.  John  Brown. 

AflTurance 44  V.  Cornelius  Berkley. 

Santa  Margarita 36  — Eliab  Harvey. 

Ceres  32  Richard  Incledon. 

Winchelfea 32  — — Lord  vifeount  Garlics. 

And  Roebuck 44  — Andrew  Chriftie.  (Converted 

into  an  hofpital  (hip.) 
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of  provHions,  an  order  of  council*',  equally  novel  and  important,  B OO  K v. 
had  been  obtained,  exprefsly  calculated  for  the  occafion,  by 
which  the  Britifh  cruifers  were  enabled  to  detain  all  velTels  ^79^- 
carrying  fupplies  for  the  French  colonies. 

After  the  neceffary  difpofitions  had  been  made,  three  feparate 
andings  were  effedled  on  the  ifland  of  Martinico,  in  confequence  Proceedings 
of  which  the  enemy  abandoned  the  poll;  of  Trinite,  while  general  ^ 
Bellegarde,  a mullatto  chief,  evacuated  the  fort  that  bore  his  own^^ds.] 
name ; on  this,  Morne  Bruneau,  about  two  leagues  from  fort 
Bourbon,  and  the  ftrong  pofition  of  Le  Maitre,  were  immediately 
feized  upon  by  major-general  Dundas.  Another  detachment, 
under  brigadier- general  Whyte,  forced  the  batteries  of  Cape  Solo- 
mon and  Bourges,  with  a view  of  facilitating  the  pofTefTion  of 
Pigeon  ifland  f , and  thus  enabling  the  fhipping  to  enter  the 
harbour  of  Port  Royal.  After  this  Mount  Matherine,  which 
commanded  the  enemy’s  works  at  the  diftance  of  four  hundred 
yards,  being  crowned  with  a battery  fo  as  to  take  the  ifland  in 
reverfe,  in  confequence  of  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  colonel 
Symes  with  a detachment  of  the  fifteenth  regiment,  and  two  Capture  of 
hundred  feamen  under  the  command  of  lieutenants  Rogers  and 
Rutherford,  the  garrifon  ftruck  their  colours,  and  furrendered  at 
difcretion  in  little  more  than  two  hours. 


* This  order,  dated  November  6,  1793,  was  revoked  fix  weeks  afterwards,  but  re- 
mained in  force  during  three  months. 

f This  ifland  is  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay  of  Port  Royal,  at  about  two  hundred 
yards  diftance  from  the  ftiore.  It  confifts  of  a fteep  rock,  elevated  about  ninety  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  fea,  is  acceflible  only  on  one  fide  by  means  of  a ladder,  and  was  defended 
by  feventeen  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  four  thirteen-inch  mortars,  and  a howitzer.  See  “ An 
Account  of  the  Campaign  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  year  179'i,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cowper 
Williams,  chaplain  to  the  Boyne.” 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  fame  bay  is  Fort  Louis,  and  the  town  of  Fort  Royal,  behind 
which  ftands  Fort  Bourbon^  ereifled  on  a fteep  hill  by  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  formerly 
governour  of  Martinico  ; one  of  whofe  aid-de-camps,  well  acquainted  with  the  works,  ac- 
companied the  expedition. 

VOL.  I.  4 B 
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BOOK  V.  The  third  column,  commanded  by  colonel  fir  Charles  Gordon, 
aflifted  by  colonel  Myers  and  captain  Rogers  of  the  navy,  having 
179-E  landed  to  leeward,  feized  on  five  batteries  between  Caife  de  Navire 
and  Fort  Royal  ; after  which  it  occupied  the  polls  of  Gentilly, 
La  Colle,  and  L’ Archer,  which  are  fituated  within  a league  of  Fort 
Bourbon,  where  Rochambeau,  a fon  of  the  marlhal  of  the  fame 
. • name,  at  this  period  commanded. 

As  the  entrance  into  the  bay  and  harbour  of  Port  Royal  was 
now  completely  opened  for  the  Britilh  fleet,  admiral  fir  John 
Jervis  immediately  failed  from  Ance  L’Arlet,  and  anchored  there 
with  a view  of  alfilling  in  the  reduction  of  the  fortrelfes.  ‘ The 
commander  in  chief  alfo  moved  forward  with  the  troops  from 
[March  14.]  Riviere  Salee  to  the  poll  of  Bruneau,  where  he  joined  lieutenant- 
general  Prefcott ; and  having  previoufly  concerted  an  attack  upon 
the  town  of  St.  Pierre  wuth  major-general  Dundas,  the  latter 
proceeded  towards  the  heights  of  CalTot  and  CalebalTe,  which 
were  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  who  had,  neverthelefs,  attacked 
colonel  Campbell  at  Port-au-Pin.  On  perceiving  this,  the  ad-' 
vanced  guard,  confilling  of  no  more  than  fixty-three  men,  was 
lent  forward  under  the  command  of  captain  Ramfay  of  the 
Queen’s,  and  on  gaining  the  fummit  obliged  them  to  defill : 
but  although  the  feeble  fuccour  arrived  time  enough  to  ex- 
tricate the  detachment,  yet  it  was  too  late  to  fave  the  life  of  the 
gallant  commander,  who  perilhed  while  charging  at  the  head  of 
the  fortieth  light  company. 

Notwithstanding  feveral  fpirited  movements  on  the  part 
of  the  French,  the  two  columns  proceeded  againll  St.  Pierre,  a 
confiderable  town  defended  by  batteries  on  the  flanks,  and  pro- 
tected by  redoubts  on  the  hills  which  overhang  it ; but  that  place 
had  already  yielded  to  a detachment  under  colonel  Symes  and 
Capture  of  major  Maitland.  To  the  honour  of  the  Englilh,  their  entrance 
lerrc.  place  was  marked  by  the  greatell  regularity,  order,  and 
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decorum ; while,  in  return,  they  were  received  by  the  inhabitants  BOOK  V. 
as  deliverers  rather  than  as  enemies. 

But,  notwithftanding  the  fuccefs*  of  the  Britiflr  arms,  two  i794 
ftrong  fortrefles  ftill  remained  to  be  fubdued  : the  firft  of  thefe 
was  Fort  Louis,  fituated  on  a neck  of  land  which  forms  one  fide 
of  the  harbour  called  the  Carenage ; the  fecond  Fort  Bourbon, 
built  upon  a hill,  and  greatly  fuperiour  in  point  of  ftrength. 

As  the  latter  could  not  be  clofely  invefted  without  the  previous 
poflelTion  of  the  heights  of  Sourriere,  which  were  occupied  by 
general  Bellegarde,  fir  Charles  Grey  had  fixed  on  one  o’clock  of 
the  fucceeding  morning  to  force  his  pofition  with  the  bayonet  ; 
but  at  noon  he  was  anticipated  by  the  mullatto  chief,  who  - 
defcended  and  attacked  his  left  flank  in  a very  daring  and  fpirited 
<nanner.  While  lieutenant-general  Prefcott,  at  the  head  of  a re-  Attack  on 
inforcement,  at  once  charged  and  checked  the  enemy,  the  Englilh 
commander  in  chief  embraced  this  lucky  opportunity  to  feize  on 
the  pofition  of  the  aflfailant,  now  greatly  weakened  by.  the  troops 
fcnt  againft  him.  He  accordingly  difpatched  the  third  battalion 
of  grenadiers,  commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel  Buckeridge,  and 
fupported  by  the  firft  and  fecond  battalions  of  light  infantry  under 
lieutenant-colonels  Coote  and  Blundell,  who  ftormed  the  works 
on  the  left  with  fuch  gallantry  and  fuccefs,  that  poffelfion  of 
the  camp  and  artillery  was  immediately  obtained  with  inconfi- 
derable  lofs. 

After  this  fortunate  event.  Fort  Bourbon  was  invefted, 
but  the  fiege  of  that  place  was  found  to  be  accompanied  by  a 
number  of  difficulties  ; however,  by  the  exertions  of  the  foldiery, 
a new  road,  nearly  five  miles  in  extent,  was  cut  through  a thick 
wood,  and  over  a rugged  eminence,  for  the  tranfport  of  heavy 
artillery  and  mortars,  while  the  cannon  were  dragged  to  the  [March  7 ] 
heights  by  the  unremitting  energy  of  the  feamen,  who  at  their 
own  requeft  had  a battery  aflTigned  to  them. 

•In  the  mean  time  Bellegarde,  with  his  fecond,  Pelocque,  and 
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BOOK  V.  three  hundred  of  their  followers,  had  furrendered  to  the  Engllfli. 

chief,  on  retiring  to  the  heights  of  Sourriere,  and  perceiving 
his  camp  in  poiTeffion  of  fir  C.  Grey,  immediately  endeavoured  to 
[March  7.]  port  Bourbon,  with  a view  of  contributing  to  the  defence  of 

the  place  ; but  notwithftanding  the  fmall  number  of  the  garrifon, 
he  was  repulfed  by  general  Rochambeau,  who  was  at  enmity 
with  him,  and  obliged  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  power  of 
an  enemy,  by  whom  he  and  his  companion  were  immediately 
fent  to  America,  while  his  partifans  were  confined  on  board 
the  fleet. 

The  batteries  of  the  fecond  parallel  being  at  length  completed, 
at  the  diftance  of  between  four  and  five  hundred  yards  from  the 
body  of  the  place,  meafures  were  concerted  with  the  admiral  for  a 
combined  attack  by  the  naval  and  land  forces ; the  artillery  on  the 
Morne,  Tortentfon,  and  Carrier,  accordingly  kept  up  a conftant 
fire  upon  Fort  Royal,  while  all  the  other  batteries  played  on  Fort 
Bourbon,  during  both  day  and  night,  as  well  as  on  the  fucceeding 
[March  I9.]  morning,  until  the  fliips  deflined  for  this  fervice  had  taken  their 
refpedlive  ftations. 

Previously  to  this,  the  battery  on  Point  Carrier,  which  forms 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  entrance  of  the  Carenage,  had  been  opened, 
and  with  the  gun-boats  kept  up  an  incelfant  fire  on  Fort  St. 
Louis.  Lieutenant  Bowen  of  the  Boyne,  who  commanded  the 
latter,  perceiving  a favourable  opportunity,  boarded  the  Bien 
Venue,  a French  frigate,  and  brought  off  the  captain,  lieutenant, 
and  about  twenty  men,  under  a fevere  fire  of  grape-fliot  and 
mufquetry  from  the  fort.  The  fuccefs  of  fo  gallant  an  adion 
ftimulated  the  commanders  by  fea  and  land  to  attempt  this 
place,  as  well  as  the  town  'of  Fort  Royal,  by  alTauIt.  Scaling 
ladders  were  accordingly  provided  ; the  Afia  and  Zebra  were 
ordered  to  be  kept  in  readinefs  to  batter  the  walls,  and  alfo  to 
cover  the  embarkation,  confifting  of  flat  boats,  barges,  and  pin- 
xiaces,  under  the  command  of  commodore  Thompfon,  fupported 
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by  captains  Nugent  and  Riou ; while  the  grenadiers  and  light  book  v. 
infantry,  led  by  lieutenant-colonels  Stewart,  Clofe,  and  Buck- 
eridge,  advanced  from  the  camps  of  La  Cofte  and  Sourriere. 

This  movement  fucceeded  completely  in  every  part  except  in 
refpedt  to  the  Alia,  which  did  not  enter  the  port  as  intended, 
in  confequence  of  fome  miftake  of  the  pilot,  who  was  a French 
naval  officer  *.  But  that  unfortunate  circumftance  did  not  deter 
the  gallant  captain  Faulknor,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  expofed 
to  a fire  of  grape-fhot,  from  undertaking  the  fervice,  although 
alone  and  unfupported.  He  accordingly  ran  the  Zebra  clofe  to  the 
wall  of  the  fort,  and  leaping  overboard  at  the  head  of  his  floop’s 
company,  actually  affailed  and  carried  it  by  efcalade,  before  the  Capture  of 
boats  under  captain  Rogers,  an  adtive  and  fpirited  officer,  could  m] 
get  on  ffiore  to  his  affiftance.  Immediately  after  this,  a body  of 
land  forces,  under  colonel  Symes,  entered  the  town  by  the  bridge 
over  the  canal,  hoifted  the  Britifh  colours,  and  changed  the  name 
to  that  of  Fort  Edward,  in  compliment,  to  the  prince  who  had 
arrived  fome  time  before  from  Canada,  and  now  commanded  at 
the  camp  of  La  Cofle. 

General  Rochambeau,  who  is  fuppofed  not  to  have  been 
very  warmly  attached  to  the  caufe  of  the  republicans,  on  this 
fent  his  aid-de-camp  with  a flag,  offering  to  furrender  Fort 
Bourbon.  The  terms  were  accordingly  difculfed,  and  ratified  [March  21.3 
next  day  ; in  confequence  of  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  gar- 
rifon,  amounting  to  nine  hundred,  Ihould  march  out  with 
colours  flying,  thirty  rounds  a-man,  and  two  field-pieces  with 
twelve  rounds ; they  were  then  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  after 
ftipulating  not  to  ferve  againfl;  his  Britannick  majefty  or  his  allies 
during  the  prefent  war,  to  embark  immediately  for  France  : it 
was  exprefsly  infilled*  upon,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  troops. 


* Monfieur  de  Tourelles,  lieutenant  of  the  fort  previoufly  to  the  revolution. 


410 


WARS  OF  THE 


BOOK  V.  that  the  emigrants  fhould  not  be  prefent  at  the  humiliating  cere- 
monial  that  was  to  take  place  fubfequently  to  the  capitulation. 

At  the  hour  appointed,  the  Englifli  troops,  marching  to  the  fort, 
ftruck  the  French  three-coloured  flag,  hoifted  the  Britifh  colours, 
and  changed  the  name  of  the  place  from  Fort  Bourbon  to  Fort 
George ; while  the  governour,  in  confequence  of  a fecret  article, 
was  permitted  to  retire  to  America 


1794. 
Capture  of 
Fort  Bour- 
bon. 

[March  23.] 


* The  following  account  of  the  operations  of  the  fleet  during  the  attack  on  Martinico 
has  been  drawn  up  by  a captain  in  the  navy,  who  lerved  upon  that  occafion  : 

The  armament  deftined  for  the  fubjugation  of  the  French  Leeward  Iflands,,  under 
the  command  of  vice-admiral  fir  John  Jervis,  arrived  at  Barbadoes  towards  the  clofe  of 
the  year. 

Immediately  after  this  a proclamation  was  iflued  by  the  commanders  in  chief,  declaring 
the  French  colonies  in  a ftate  of  blockade ; and  the  frigates  were  ordered  to  fea  to  intercept 
all  fliips  bound  to,  or  coming  from,  the  ports  of  the  enemy.  American  property  to  a very 
confiJer.able'  amount  was  accordingly  captured,  and  fent  to  the  Britifli  fettlements  to  be 
tried  by  the  different  courts  of  admiralty. 

In  the  month  of  December  the  whole  fleet  failed  for  Martinico,  and  difpofitions  were 
made  to  attack  that  Ifland  in  three  diflerent  places,  as  nearly  as  poffible  at  the  fame  period 
of  time.  Commodore  Thompfon  with  his  divifion  parted  company  to  windward,  and  failed 
for  Trinite.  Sir  John  Jervis  and  fir  Charles  Grey,  with  the  body  of  the  fleet,  proceeded  to 
a bay  a fmall  diftance  to  leeward  of  Point  Salines  ; and  after  a feeble  and  ineffe6tual  attempt 
of  the  enemy  (who  afterwards  fet  fire  to  the  plantations  to  cover  their  own  retreat)  to  pre- 
vent a landing,  the  grand  divifion  of  the  army  under  fir  Charles  effefted  a debarkation 
on  the  fame  night.  The  enfuing  morning  captain  Rogers  of  the  Quebec  frigate,  with  fir 
Charles  Gordon,  and  one  thoufand  five  hundred  troops,  frigates,  bomb-veflels,  &c-  were 
ordered  round  to  the  bay  of  Fort  Royal,  on  purpofe  to  gain  a landing  on  the  Calfe-de 
Navire  fide,  and  attempt  the  reduction  of  Pigeon  Illand  ; a llrong  and  almoft  inac- 
ceflible  fortrefs,  the  only  approach  to  it  being  by  two  ladders,  faid  to  be  not  lefs  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  each  in  he'ght. 

On  reconnoitring  this  poft  it  was  found  neceffary  to  make  ufe  of  fome  heavy  battering 
cannon  : four  of  the  Boyne’s  low’er-deck  guns  were  accordingly  procured  for  that  purpofe ; 
and  the  boats  with  the  ammunition  and  the  artillery  were  direfted  to  proceed  in  the  nio-ht 
(guided  by  a fignal  on  fliore)  to  a fmall  bay,  fituated  a little  to  the  left  of  Pigeon  Ifland. 
Unfortunately  a fiflierman’s  light  in  another  opening  mifled  the  officers,  who  at  day-break 
found  themfelves  expofed  to  a heavy  fire  of  round  and  grape-fltot  from  Pigeon  Ifland  ; little 
damage  was  however  fuftained,  but  the  Boyne’s  launch,  with  a couple  of  thirty-two 
pounders,  was  funk  clofe  in  with  the  land.  The  guns  were  afterwards  weighed,  got  on 
fttore,  and  mounted  on  a height  that  commanded  Pigeon  Ifland.  Our  battery  of  four  guns 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


411 


After  leaving  fix  regiments  as  a garrifon,  under  brigadier- BOOK  v. 
general  Whyte  and  colonel  Myres,  the  fleet  failed  for  St.  Lucia, 
the  reduction  of  which  was  attended  with  little  or  no,  difficulty. 

On  the  very  next  day  after  the  fleet  had  left  Martinico,  a landing 


opened  aboxit  nine  o’clock,  and  at  half  paft  ten  the  ifland  furrendered,  having  loft  a con~ 
fiderable  number  of  men,  and  moft  of  their  guns  being  difmounted. 

It  now  became  cuftomary,  purfuant  to  orders  from  the  admiral,  after  the  furrender  of 
Pigeon  Ifland  (in  confequence  of  which  our  fleet  obtained  a fafe  and  commodious  anchorage 
on  the  fide  of  the  bay  oppofite  to  Fort  Royal),  to  cannonade  every  day  between  the  hours  of 
eleven  and  twelve  in  the  forenoon,  with  feven  gun-boats,  the  fouth  fide  or  front  of  the  fort. 
This  was  efifedted  with  admirable  judgment  and  precifion,  by  the  late  captain  R.  Bowen 
(then  a lieutenant  of  the  Boyne),  who  always  commanded  upon  this  occafion,  and  con- 
ftantly  advanced  till  within  the  reach  of  grape-ftiot  from  the  batteries,  when,  coolly 
drawing  up  his  boats  in  a line  of  battle  a-breaft,  fifty  rounds  were  difcharged  from  each. 
The  attack  was  again  renewed  at  an  uncertain  hour  of  the  night  to  harals  the  garrifon, 
but  at  a much  greater  diftance  from  the  fort. 

This  mode  of  warfare  was  carried  on  for  fome  time  ; but  not  keeping  pace  with  the  ardour 
of  fir  John’s  wilhes,  to  whofe  aftlve  mind  and  enterprifing  genius  procraftination  was  but 
ill  adapted,  he  was  at  length  determined,  after  confulting  with  fir  Charles  Grey,  to  carry 
the  fort  by  ftorm.  A brigade  of  feamen  and  marines,  confiftlng  of  more  than  a thoufand 
men,  was  deftined  for  this  fervice,  under  the  command  of  captains  Rogers,  Riou,  and 
Baynton  j the  embarkation  was  to  take  place  at  Point  Negro,  and  proceed  by  fea  to  attack 
the  fort  on  its  weftern  fide,  aided  by  a battery  of  four  eighteen-pounders  on  a hill  above, 
manned  by  Brltlfli  failors,  that  completely  enfiladed  this  part  of  it : fuch  was  the  arrange- 
ment to  leeward.  The  Afia  of  fixty-four  guns,  together  with  the  Zebra  floop  of  war, 
commanded  by  captain  Faulknor,  who  volunteered  his  fervlces  on  this  occafion,  was  to 
engage  the  fort  in  front,  and  by  forming  a dlverfion  on  that  fide  facilitate  the  operations  of 
the  ftorming  party  , w'hile  a battery  thrown  up  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Carenage  played 
on  the  enemy  to  windward,  and  thus  placed  them  in  the  midft  of  four  fires. 

A plan  fo  well  digefied,  and  fo  ably  conceived,  could  hardly  fail  in  its  execution  j and 
fuch  was  the  fuccefs  of  the  day  that  we  obtained  an  almoft  bloodlcfs  victory  over  the  enemy. 
The  Afia  and  Zebra  got  under  weigh  by  fignal  from  the  admiral  between  eight  and  nine 
A.  M. ; at  the  fame  moment  the  boats  Itarted  from  under  the  lee  of  Point  Negro,  and 
rowed  with  the  utmoft  exertion  towards  the  fort.  The  Afia,  however,  did  not  gain  her 
fituation  in  time  to  have  "ailed  with  effeil,  but  the  Zebra  arrived  at  her  pofilion  to  wind- 
ward, and  was  ftanding  off  and  on  under  eafy  fail,  receiving  the  fire  of  the  enemy  and 
waiting  for  her  confort,  till  captain  Faulknor,  imagining  that  fome  of  our  boats  might  be 
near  the  weftern  fide  of  the  battery  (as  all  our  guns  had  then  opened),  with  a de<^ree  of 
gallantry  hitherto  unparalleled,  flood  into  the  enemy’s  harbour  amidft  a fliower  of  fhot  and 
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BOOK  V.  was  effeded  in  the  following  order;  major-general  Dundas’s 
divifion,  headed  by  lieutenant-colonel  Clofe,  difembarked  at  Ance 
1794-.  de  Becune,  one  mile  and  a quarter  from  Gros  Met ; another 
body  of  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  in  Choc  Bay,  under 
lieutenant-colonel  Blundell;  a third  under  his  royal  highnefs 
prince  Edward,  at  Marigot  des  Rofeaux  ; and  a fourth  under 
colonel  Coote,  near  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac.  While  ranging 
along  the  fhore  on  purpofe  to  reach  thefe  different  points,  the 
fhips  received  many  (hot  in  their  hulls,  fails,  and  rigging,  from  the 
numerous  batteries  on  the  coaft,  but  although  much  crowded  with 
men,  not  a fmgle  life  was  loft ; and  no  fooner  had  the  grenadiers 
and  light  infantry  left  the  boats,  than  they  advanced  and  carried 
all  the  out-pofts  and  batteries ; on  which  major-general  Dundas 
immediately  invefted  Morne  Fortunee.  The  troops  there  being 
appalled  at  the  matchlefs  intrepidity  with  which  lieutenant- 
colonel  Coote,  with  only  four  light  companies,  had  ftormed  a 
redoubt  and  two  batteries,  agreed  to  furrender ; prince  Edward 
accordingly  hoifted  the  Britifh  colours,  and  changed  the  name 
to  Fort  Charlotte,  while  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac,  in  which  the  fleet 
anchored,  received  the  appellation  of  Barrington  Bay. 

The  entire  conqueft  of  St.  Lucia  having  been  thus  effedled 
Vidthout  the  lofs  of  aman,  and  colonel  fir  Charles ‘Gordon  en- 


Conqiiefl  of 
Si.  Lucia. 
[."Xpril  3.] 


fliells,  and  fummoried  the  garrifon  to  furrender.  In  the  Interim,  the  admiral,  on  feeing  the 
Zebra  (land  into  the  Carenage,  loofened  his  top-fails,  fore-fail,  jib,  and  ftay-fails,  and 
hoifted  the  former  to  the  maft-head,  hauling  In  the  ftarboard  braces  forward,  and  larboard 
ones  abaft ; his  fleet  following  the  example,  it  appeared  as  if  he  was  making  every  difpoft- 
tion  for  weighing,  and  attacking  the  enemy  inftantly  with  his  whole  force.  This  feint  con- 
tributed no  doubt  to  the  fpeedy  furrender  of  the  fort,  as  on  the  French  commandant’s 
holding  out  a flag  of  truce,  captain  Faulknor  told  him  he  muft  furrender  unconditionally, 
or  he  would,  at  the  head  of  his  fhip’s  company,  either  carry  the  fort  or  perifti  in  the  at- 
tempt ! The  tri-coloured  flag  accordingly  difappeared,  and  the  Britilh  union  was  imme- 
diately dlfplayed  from  the  ramparts. 
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trufted  with  the  government  of  the  ifland  j the  Britifh  fquadron  book  v. 
immediatdy  returned  to  Fort  Royal  Bay  in  Martinico,  where> 
having  taken  on  board  two  regiments  and  the  heavy  ordnance, 
the  admiral  detached  captain  Rogers  of  the  Quebec,  and  three 
other  fhips  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  little  iflands  called  the  Capture  of 
Saints,  which  they  elfedt'ed  without  any  lofs.  On  the  fame  day  ^ 

part  of  this  fleet  anchored  at  Pointe-a-Petre  in  Guadaloupe,  but  a Expedition 
frelh  wind  and  a lee  current  prevented  many  of  the  tranfports  cSaloupe. 
from  arriving  until  fome  time  after.  Without  waiting  for  their  af-  ^ • •- 
fiftance,  general  Grey  effedled  a landing  with  a body  of  infantry, 
and  five  hundred  feamen  and  marines,  in  the  bay,  notwithftanding 
the  fire  of  forts  Gozier  and  Fleur  d’Epee,  under  cover  of  the 
Winchelfea,  lord  Garlies,  who  placed  his  fliip  fo  clofe  to  the  bat- 
teries that  the  enemy  could  not  fl:and  to  their  guns,  and  happened 
to  be  the  only  perfon  wounded  upon  this  occafion.  At  break  Capture  of 
of  day  the  fort  of  La  Fleur  d’Epee  was  carried  by  aflault,  the  [ApJif 
troops  on  this  occafion  attacking  in  three  divifions  with  the 
bayonet ; the  firft  under  the  command  of  prince  Edward,  who 
with  a body  of  grenadiers  and  a hundred  of  the  naval  battalion, 
flormed  the  poll  on  Morne  Mafcot ; the  fecond,  of  nearly  the 
fame  number  of  troops,  under  major-general  Dundas,  who 
marched  in  fuch  a direction  as  to  take  Fleur  d’Epee  in  the  rear, 
and  cut  off  its  communication  with  Fort  Louis  and  Pointe-a- 
Petre  ; the  third  under  colonel  Symes,  who  proceeded  by  the  road 
on  the  fea-fide,  with  intent  to  co-operate  with  the  former. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  bold  and  decifive  attack,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  greater  part  of  the  garrifon 
was  put  to  the  fword  during  the  heat  of  the  contefl:,  obtained 
for  the  Englifli  the  immediate  poflTeflion  of  that  part  of  the  ifland 


* The  fquadron  under  captain  Rogers  confifted  of  his  own  fhip  the  Quebec,  the  Ceres, 
captain  Incledon,  the  Blanche,  captain  Faulknor,  and  the  Rofe,  captain  Scott. 
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1794. 


[April  14.3 


Capture  of 
Palmifte. 
[April  20  ] 


Surrender  of 
Guadaloupe. 
[April  21.] 


called  Grand  Terre,  for  the  enemy  thought  proper  to  evacuate 
; Fort  Louis,  the  town  of  Pointe^a-Petre,  and  the  new  battery  on 
the  iflet  called  Cochon ; but  many  of  the  inhabitants  efcaped  to 
Balfe  Terre  before  the  Ceres  and  two  gun- boats  could  reach  the 
Carenage,  notwithftanding  the  alertnefs  and  precifion  with  which 
captain  Incledon  of  the  navy  executed  the  orders  of  the  admiral. 

After  a garrifon  had  been  placed  in  Fleur  d’Epee,  now  de- 
nominated Fort  Prince  of  Wales,  part  of  the  fquadron,  with  two 
divifions  of  the  army,  under  the  command  of  prince  Edward  and 
colonel  Symes,  anchored  under  Iflet  Haut  de  Fregatte,  and  the 
troops  were  landed  that  night  and  next  morning  at  Petit  Bourg: 
nearly  about  the  fame  time  another  detachment,  under  major- 
general  Dundas,  difembarked  within  a Ihort  difliance  of  the  town 
of  Baffe  Terre,  and  carried  the  ftrong  pofl;  of  Morne  Magdaline  ; 
while  the  two  former  columns,  after  feizing  on  the  redoubt  of 
d’Arbond,  \Vhich  had  been  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  and  car- 
rying Anet  by  ftorm,  obtained  poflTeflion  of  the  important  poft 
of  Palmifte,  with  all  its  batteries,  at  break  of  day.  As  thefe 
commanded  Fort  Charles  and  Baffe  Terre,  general  Collot  thought 
fit  to  fignify  his  intentions  to  capitulate.  A negociation  accord- 
ingly commenced  for  that  purpofe,  and  Guadaloupe  with  all 
its  dependencies,  comprehending  the  iflands  of  Marigalante  and 
Defirada,  were  given  up  by  him  on  the  fame  terms  that  had  been 
allowed  to  general  Rochambeau.  The  French  garrifon  marched 
out  of  Fort  Charles,  and  prince  Edward,  with  the  grenadiers  and 
light  infantry,  having  taken  pofTeffion,  the  Britifh  colours  were 
immediately  hoifted  on  Fort  Matilda,  the  new  name  by  which 
it  was  intended  to  defignate  this  place  in  future. 

A LARGE  acceflion  to  the  fugar^colonies  of  Great  Britain  was 
thus  obtained  at  a very  inconfiderable  expence,  through  the 
gallant  and  indefatigable  exertions  of  her  fleets  and  armies  ; while 
the  fmall  portion  of  Englifh  blood  fpilt  in  the  achievement, 
fcarcely  ftained  the  laurels  of  victory.  But  the  clemency  of  the 
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conquerours  is  not  fuppofed  upon  this  occafion  to  have  been  equal  to  BOOK  v. 
their  valour ; and  a proftrate  enemy,  inftead  of  being  reconciled  to 
their  fate  by  gentlenefs,  was  foon  menaced  with  exactions,  wholly 
incompatible  with  the  rights  of  legitimate  warfare.  No  fooner  had 
pofleffion  been  obtained  of  Martinico^  than  fome  interefted  adven- 
turers impofing  upon  the  credulity  of  the  commanders  by  fea  and 
land,  and  not  content  with  the  booty  obtained  by  the  feizure  of  the 
fhipping  and  ftores,  fet  up  a claim  to  part  of  the  produce  of  the 
ifland,  and  propofed  to  indemnify  the  toils  of  the  captors  at  the 
expence  of  the  planters  and  merchants,  now  become  Britifh  fub- 
jedts.  Major-general  Dundas  began  by  publifhing  a proclama-t 
tion,  ordering  “ a true  and  verified  fpecification  of  all  the  colonial 
productions  and  provifions  of  whatever  kind  and  quality,”  within 
the  circumference  of  the  town  of  St.  Pierre  This  was  followed, 
by  another  from  lieutenant-general  Prefcott,  intimating  the  inten- 
tion of  “ fir  Charles  Grey,  and  fir  John  Jervis,”  that  all  the  above 
fpecies  of  property  fhould  be  “ publickly  fold  for  the  profit  of 
thofe  who  have  feized  them  •f*,” 

Soon  after  this,  the  idea  of  a requifithn  was  extended  from- 
the  town  of  St.  Pierre  to  the  whole  ifland ; but  as  this  bore  too 
clofe  an  affinity  to  the  conduct  of  the  French  in  Europe,  a com- 
mutation was  at  length  fuggefted ; and  the  governour  propofed  to 
the  aftonifhed  inhabitants,  to  meet  commilTaries  “ appointed  by 
their  excellencies,  for  the  purpofe  of  fixing  in  an  equitable  and 
efficacious  manner  on  a general  contribqtion  (the  amount  of  which 
was  to  be  made  known  to  the  reprefentative  of  each  parifh),  to  be 
paid  by  all  thofe  who  polTefs  property  in  the  colony  j the  com- 
manders in  chief  having  decided  that  fuch  an  arrangement  would 
be  much  more  convenient  than  a general  confifcation  ij:.” 


* Dated  “ St.  Pierre,  Martinico,  February  10,  179^” 

\ Dated  April  10,  1794'.” 

:j:  See  a proclamation  by  his  excellency  R.  Prefcott,  efq.  &c.  Src,  dated  May  10,  J794. 
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As  the  colonifts  did  not  aflemble  in  compliance  with  the  ordei* *s 
iflued,  the  commanders  in  chief  explained  their  intentions  in  a 
fubfequent  proclamation,  denouncing  a general  feizure  if  they 
delayed  any  longer  to  appoint  commiffioners  “ to  confer  on  the 
moft  equitable  and  moft  expeditious  ways  and  means  to  raife  a 
fum  of  money  adequate  to  the  value  of  the  conqueft,  deftined  to 
reward  the  valour,  to  compenfate  the  exceflive  fatigues,  and  their 
confequences,  ficknefs  and  mortality,  and  to  make  good  the  heavy 
expence  incurred  by  the  Britifh  officers,  foldiers,  and  failors,  who, 
with  unfhaken  firmnefs  and  matchlefs  perfeverance,  have  achieved 
the  conqueft  of  this  ifland,  fubjedled  it  to  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment, refcued  from  a wretched  exile  the  greateft  part  of  its  in- 
habitants, and  reftored  them  to  the  quiet  pofleffion  of  their  pro- 
perty, the  confifcation  of  which  had  been  already  decreed.” 

Nor  was  this  novel  and  extraordinary  meafure  confined  to  the 
ifland  of  Martinicoj  for  it  was  enforced  in  Guadaloupe,  and  part  of 
the  compofition  money  actually  received  : nor  there  cannot  be  the 
leaft  doubt  but  that  the  whole  would  have  been  exacted,  had  not 
the  miniftry  at  length  interpofed,  and,  greatly  to  their  honour, 
put  an  end  to  a fyftem  of  fpoliation  that  would  have  for  ever 
difgraced  the  Britifh  name*. 


This  and  the  other  papers  alluded  to  on  the  prefent  occafion,  will  be  found  in  vol.  2 and  3 
of  State  Papers  relative  to  the  War  with  France. 

* The  commanders  in  chief  appear  to  have  been  milled  upon  the  prefent  occafion, 
partly  by  the  example  of  lord  Rodney  and  general  Vaughan  at  St.  Euftatius,  in  1781-2, 
during  the  American  war,  and  partly  by  the  nature  of  the  prefent  conteft,  the  govern- 
ment of  France  being  qualified  in  their  fecret  inftruilions  as  an  “ ufurpation,  having  no 
legal  authority,  and  its  fupporters  as  rebels  and  traitors.” 

The  fum  intended  to  have  been  levied  in  St.  Lucia  alone,  was  1/50,0001.  to  be  paid  by 
Inftalments,  and  10  or  12,000l.  was  collefted  for,  but  not  received  by,  the  captors. 

The  Weft-India  planters  and  merchants,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  commanders  in  chief,  immediately  adopted  the  moft  efticacious  meafures  to  put  a flop 
to  thefe  exaftions.  In  the  firft  memorial  prefented  to  the  duke  of  Portland,  and  dated 
“ London,  Auguft  24,  1794,”  they  obferve,  “ that  when  the  information  was  received 
in  this  country,  that  a contribution  or  commutation  for  relinquiftiing  an  aflumed  right  to 
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Other  unfortunate  circumftances  contributed alfo  at  this  period  BOOK 
to  render  the  Englifh  unpopular  in  the  conquered  iflands ; while 
the  almoft  indifcriminate  feizure  of  neutral  property,  under  the  1794. 


a general  plunder  of  all  property  in  the  captured  French  Iflands  in  the  Well  Indies,  was 
claimed  and  enforced,  they  did  not  give  credit  to  it,  efpecially  as  the  communication  was 
confined  to  one  or  two  mercantile  houfes  j they  however  felt  fo  much  alarmed,  as  to  defire 
the  gentlemen  who  had  received  the  letters  refpedling  it,  would  lay  'before  his  majefly’s 
minifters  the  information  they  had  received,  when  they  had  the  fatisfa(5lion  to  ,underftand 
from  Mr.  Pitt,  that  this  proceeding  in  the  fliape  In  which  it  then  appeared  to  him,  was 
fubjeft  to  much  objeftion,  and  would  in  his  opinion  be  difapproved  by  his  majefty’s  govern- 
ment, &c.” 

They  then  remark  with  great  force,  ''  that  not  as  publick  cenfors,  but  as  a body  deeply 
interefted  in  the  due  obfervance  of  thofe  dlftlnillons  between  publick  and  private  property, 
by  which  in  modern  times  the  rights  of  conqueft  have  been  qualified,  they  humbly  conceive, 
that  the  man  who  in  the  moment  of  danger  exerts  himfelf  for  the  prote£lIon  of  his  country, 
does  not  thereby  fubjeft  to  military  execution  all  his  property,  wherever  fituated,  within  the 
range  of  the  conquerour’s  fword ; and  that  the  late  deviation  from  the  general  rule  of  publick 
warfare  hitherto  obterved  by  civilifed  nations,  is  of  a nature,”  it  is  added,  “ eventually  to 
have  very  fatal  confequences  to  your  memoriallfts.” 

This  was  fucceeded  by  another  memorial  from  the  fame  body,  dated  February  6,  179.5  j 
a third  from  the  agents  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the  ifland  of  Mar- 
tinique;” and  a fourth  from  the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  in  which,  after  mentioning  the 
late  Indifcriminate  feizure  and  general  confifcation  of  Weft-India  produce  found  in  the 
iflands  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe,  and  the  heavy  contribution  levied  upon  the  unfor- 
tunate planters  and  merchants  of  St.  Lucia,  who  willingly  fubmitted  to  the  firlt  fummons,” 
they  conceive  it  to  be  neceflary  to  order  a reliitution  of  the  inglorious  booty  acquired  by 
our  commanders,  and  now  in  the  hands  of  their  agents  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  in  Europe, 
becaufe  it  will  ftill  further  tend  to  confirm  the  confidence  of  newly-acquired  lubjefts  in  the 
wifdom,  equity,  and  moderation  of  his  majefty’s  councils  and  government,  and  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  Britifh  nation.” 

In  a frefh  memorial  from  the  Weft-India  planters  and  merchants  of  London,  dated 
“ May  4,  1795/’  they  advert  to  their  former  reprefentatlons,  relative  to  the  unpre- 
cedented conduft  of  fir  C.  Grey  and  fir  J.  Jervis,  on  taking  poffeffion  of  the  French  captured 
iflands ; which  condudl  they  muft  confider,”  It  is  added,  “ as  the  primary  and  efficient 
caufe  of  the  progrefs  which  the  enemy  has  lately  been  enabled  to  make,  whether  In  a re- 
covery of  part  of  the  French  colonies,  or  in  the  plunder  and  devaftation  of  our  own.” 

This  fubjeft  was  at  length  agitated  In  the  houfe  of  commons,  June  2,  1795,  on  which 
occafion  the  members  of  the  oppofition,  forgetting  all  their  former  appeals  to  juftice  and  hu- 
manity, joined  the  miniftry,  and  a vote  of  cenfure  was  accordingly  negatived  by  the  pre- 
vious queftion  3 after  which  the  houfe  refolved— 


“ That 
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BOOK  V.  authorltf  of  a temporary  order  of  council,  excited  the  jealoufy 
of  feveral  independent  nations,  and  produced  the  bittereft  re- 
i79n  proaches  on  the  part  of  America,  whofe  veflels  were  confifcated, 
condemned,  and  fold,  with  a facility  that  excited  their  aftonifh- 
ment  and  indignation. 


“ That  the  inhabitants  of  the  French  Weft-India  iflands,  not  having  availed  themfelve^ 
of  the  proclamation  of  the  ift  of  January,  1794,  the  faid  proclamation  cannot  be  con- 
fidered  as  having  formed  a general  rule  for  the  cdnduft  of  the  commanders  of  his  majefty’s 
forces  by  fea  and  land,  refpcdling  the  perfons  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
iflands ; 

“ Refolved,  That  the  proclamation  of  the  10th  and  21ft  of  May,  l79d,  not  having  been 
carried  into  effeft,  it  is  unneceflary  for  this  houfe  to  give  any  opinion  thereupon  ; 

“ Refolved,  That  this  houfe  retains  the  cordial  fenfe  which  they  have  already  exprefl'ed, 
in  their  vote  of  the  20th  of  May,  1794,  of  the  diftinguiftied  merit  and  fervices  of  lir 
Charles  Grey,  and  fir  John  Jervis,  in  the  conqueft  of  the  French  iflands." 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


■Expedition  under  ViSior  Hi!ghes<—‘'The  French  reconquer  Gua- 
daloupe — Campaign  in  St.  Domingo. 

The  Britifli  crofs  now  floated  in  triumph  on  feveral  of  the  BOOK  V. 
ftrong  holds  of  St.  Domingo,  and  ruled  with  undifputed  fway  in 
every  other  ifland  of  the  Weft-Indian  Archipelago.  France,  fub-  1794. 
jefted  to  fo  many  and  fuch  violent  convulfions  in  the  centre  of 
her  European  territories,  appeared  languid  at  the  extremities,  and 
the  colonies  at  this  moment  feemed  to  have  been  disjoined  for 
ever  from  her  empire.  But  it  was  foon  apparent,  that  the  energy 
of  the  revolutionary  government  was  not  confined  to  one  hemi- 
fphere,  and  that  the  countries  between  the  tropics,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  diftance,  were  not  wholly  exempt  from  the  operations 
of  that  fpirit  of  enterprife  which  at  this  moment  diftinguifhed 
the  leaders  of  the  popular  party. 

While  the  Englifh  commanders,  lulled  into- a falfe  fecurity  by 
the  facility  with  which  the  conqueft  of  Martinico,  St.  Lucia,  and 
Guadaloupe,  was  achieved,  had  difpatched  a reinforcement  to  St. 

Domingo,  and  were  publifhing  proclamations  enforcing  military 
contributions  on  the  new  fubjedts  of  Britain,  the  French  govern-  Expedition 
. ment  with  fome  difficulty  fitted  out  a feeble  armament  for  the  Weft 
Indies.  This  was  compofed  of  only  two  frigates,  two  forty-four- 
gun  fhips  armed  en  flute.,  and  incapable  of  much  refiftance,  a cor- 
vette, and  two-  tranfports,  the  whole  of  which  did  not  contain 
above  fifteen  hundred  troops.  But  the  chief  ftrength  of  this  little 
fquadron  confifted  in  a fimple  decree  of  the  national  convention, 
which,  by  recognifing  the  principles  of  univerfal  juftice,  con- 
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Its  arrival  at 
Guadaloupe. 

[June  3.] 


ferred  liberty  on  all  the  flaves  in  the  colonies.  But  if  the  law 
in  queftion  was  admirably  contrived  to  effed;  the  purpofe  for 
which  it  was  intended,  the  commiflioner  by  whom  it  was  to  be 
enforced  muft  be  allowed  to  have  been  equally  well  calculated  for 
deriving  every  poflible  advantage  from  fo  extraordinary  a meafure. 
This  was  Vidor  Hughes,  a man  fitted  by  nature  for  defperate 
enterprifes,  and  favoured  upon  the  prefent  occafion  by  a com- 
bination of  cireumftances  fmgularly  aufpicious  ; for  general  Dun- 
das,  the  governour  of  Guadaloupe,  died  about  this  period,  of  the 
yellow  fever  j colonel  Clos,  the  fecond  in  command,  was  feized 
at  the  fame  time  with  a difeafe  that  proved  mortal;  while  the 
troops  were  thinned  by  contagion,  and  the  inhabitants  difaffeded 
to  the  Englifh  government  in  confequence  of  recent  events.  The 
people  of  colour  too  could  not  eafily  forget  that  beneficent  but 
perhaps  premature  law,  which  had  rendered  them  the  equals  of 
the  white  inhabitants ; and  the  negroes,  glorying  in  a principle 
congenial  to  and  clofely  interwoven  with  the  texture  of  the 
human  frame,  hailed  the  decree  of  emancipation  with  rapture,  and 
joyfully  rallied  round  the  cap  of  liberty  now  hoifted  as  a ftandard. 

The  French  fquadron  having  efcaped  all  the  Englifh  cruifers  in 
a moft  extraordinary  manner,  arrived  at  Pointe-a-Petre,  after  a 
paflage  of  forty-one  days  from  Rochefort,  landed  a body  of  troops 
near  the  village  of  Gozier  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  night,  and 
prepared  for  an  immediate  attack. 

In  the  mean  time,  many  of  the  French  planters  ftationed  within 
the  fort,  being  ignorant  of  the  force  as  well  as  of  the  ultimate  in- 
tentions of  the  enemy,  propofed  to  march  out  and  furprife  them, 
with  a view  of  cutting  off  their  communication  with  the  difaf- 
feded inhabitants  in  the  colony,  and  driving  them  back  to  their 
fh-ips.  On  this,  the  commandant  having  permitted  them  to  af- 
femblc  one  hundred  and  eighty  volunteers,  the  party  fallied  forth 
. at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening ; but  on  being  unexpededly  dif- 
covered,  a general  panick  feized  on  the  unhappy  royalifls,  who 
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recollefting  that  if  they  efcaped  from  the  fire  they  would  be  ex-  BOOK  v. 
pofed  to  the  guillotine  of  the  republicans,  betook  themfelves  to 
flight,  notwithflanding  the  repeated  attempts  of  the  Englifh  of-  1794. 
fleer  by  whom  they  were  commanded,  to  rally  them.  , 

Encouraged  by  this  unfortunate  event,  as  well  as  by  the 
junction  of  a number  of  negroes  and  mulattoee,  naturally  allured 
by  the  hopes  of  freedom,  Victor  Hughes  determined  to  advance 
againfl;  Pointe-a-Petre,  and  attempt  it  by  ftorm.  He  accordingly 
began  his  march  about  midnight,  and  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing the  Englifh  commenced  their  operations  by  a difeharge  of 
grape-fhot,  from  one  twenty-four  pounder  and  two  field-pieces, 
which  obliged  the  affailants  to  flacken  their  career.  But,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  was  accompanied  and  followed  by  a heavy  fire  of 
mufquetry,  they  again  prefled  forward,  on  which  the  remainder  of 
the  French  royalifts,  aware  of  the  fate  referved  for  them,  ran  in  Poime-a-Pe- 
crowds  to  the  gate,  and  abandoned  the  place.  After  refilling  two  jjane™]^' ' 
fucceflive  attacks,  lieutenant  colonel  Drummond,  with  his  feeble 
garrifon,  compofed  partly  of  Britifh  merchants  and  feamen,  and 
amounting  to  about  three  hundred,  finding  himfelf  overpowered 
by  the  numbers  and  fury  of  the  affailants,  withdrew  into  Fort 
Louis,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Petit  Canal,  and  foon  after  em- 
barked with  the  remainder  of  his  followers,  now  reduced  to  about 
forty,  with  whom  he  efcaped  to  Balfe-Terre.  On  this  the  enemy 
obtained  pofTeffion  of  Fort  Gouvernement,  the  town  of  Pointe-a- 
Petre,  and  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  ifland  called  Grand  Terre  f . 

In  the  mean  time  the  Britifh  commanders  by  fea  and  land  had 
adlually  embarked,  and  were  about  to  fail  from  St.  Kitt’s  for  Eng- 
land, when  they  received  the  intelligence,  equally  unpleafing  and 
unexpe<3;ed,  of  the  arrival  of  an  armament  from  France.  On  this. 


* Captain  M'Dowall  of  the  iSd. 

t See  “ An  Account  of  the  Campaign  in  the  Weft  Indies,  In  the  Year  1754." 
VOL.  I.  4 D 
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BOOK  V.  fir  John  Jervis,  after  difpatching  a veffel  to  Martinico  for  reinforcc- 
ments,  and  colledting  fome  fhips  of  war,  immediately  proceeded 
1794'.  to  Guadaloupe,  and  arrived  on  the  day  after  the  evacuation.  On 
learning  the  Rate  of  affairs,  he  anchored  off  Pointe-a-Petre,  and 
blockaded  the  French  fquadron,  while  fir  Charles  Grey  pro- 
ceeded to  Baffe-Terre  where  he  collected  a force  from  the 


* Extrafl  of  a letter  from  fir  Charles  Grey  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas ; dated  Guadaloupe, 

the  1 \th  June,  1794. 

After  brigadier-general  Whyte  had  failed  for  Jamaica  and  Saint  Domingo,  with  the 
22d,  23d,  and  4lft  battalions,  and  was  followed  by  lieutenant-colonel  Lenox  with  their 
flank  companies,  joined  by  thofe  of  the  Soth  regiment,  I paid  a vifit,  with  the  admiral, 
from  Martinico  to  St.  Lucia,  where  I found  every  thing  going  on  very  much  to  my  fatif- 
fa£tion,  under  the  command  of  brigadier-general  fir  Charles  Gordon. — Soon  after  our  return 
from  thence  we  paid  a vifit  to  Guadaloupe,  where  all  was  proceeding  in  the  lame  manner 
under  the  command  of  major-general  Dundas. — We  then  went  to  Antigua,  and  I vifited 
the  works  on  the  Ridge  and  Monklhill  near  Englilh  Harbour  (of  which  I fhall  make  my 
report  when  I return  to  England)  j at  the  fame  time  the  admiral  infpefted  the  dock-yard, 
(lores,  Src.  at  that  place.  Our  next  vifit  was  to  St.  Chriftopher’s,  where  I infpefted  the 
fituation  and  works  on  Brimftone-hill,  which  I deem  Impregnable.  At  this  ifland  we  re- 
ceived an  exprefs  on  the  4th  inftant,  with  the  unwelcome  news  of  the  deceafe  of  major- 
general  Dundas,  who  died  of  a fever  at  Guadaloupe,  after  a few  days’  Illnefs  ; and  in  him 
his  majefty  and  his  country  lofe  one  of  their  braveft  and  bell  officers,  and  a moll  worthy 
man.— I,  too,  feel  feverely  the  lofs  of  fo  able  an  affiftant  on  this  arduous  fervice,  and  a 
valuable  friend  ever  to  be  lamented. — Before  day  of  the  5th,  another  exprefs  arrived  at  St. 
Chriftopher’s  from  Guadaloupe,  with  intelligence  that  feveral  fail  of  French  line  of  battle 
(hips,  with  frigates,  tranfports,  and  two  thoufand  land  forces  on  board,  had  appeared  off 
Pointe-a-Petre,  Grand  Terre,  on  the  3d  inftant.  An  exprefs  alfo  arrived  the  fame  day  from 
St.  Domingo,  with  a letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  Whitelocke,  by  which  it  appears,  that 
he  had  ferious  apprehenfions  for  the  fafety  of  the  troops  under  his  command,  unlefs  fpeedily 
reinforced,  as  his  numbers  were  fo  very  much  reduced  by  ficknefs  and  other  caufes ; but 
the  reinforcements  I fent  by  brigadier-general  Whyte  and  lieutenant-colonel  Lenox,  muft 
have  joined  him  long  before  his  letter  reached  me,  and  will  give  him  perfe6l  fecurity. 

The  admiral  made  immediate  fail  for  Guadaloupe,  and  we  reached  Baffe-Terre  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  7th  inftant,  receiving  further  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  landed, 
forced  Fort  Fleur  d’Epee  before  day  of  the  6th  inftant,  and  were  aftually  in  poffeffion  of 
it,  with  Fort  Louis,  Fort  Gouvernement,  the  town  of  Pointe-a-Petre,  &c.  and  their  (hipping 
anchored  in  the  harbour.  I landed  immediately  at  Bafle-Terre,  and  the  admiral  proceeded 
with  the  (hips  of  war  to  Point-a-Petre,  where  he  anchored  at  noon  of  the  8th  inftant,  during 
which  I continued  vifiting  the  pofts,  and  giving  the  neceffary  orders  at  Baffe-Terre;  and  in 
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neighbouring  colonies,  at  the  town  of  Petit-Bourg,  for  the  re- BOOK:  v. 
dudiion  of  Grand  Terre,  and  the  iflands  of  St.  Chriftopher  and 
Antigua,  alarmed  at  recent  events,  raifed  a confiderable  body  ^79-^- 
of  volunteers  to  affift  in  the  expedition. 

In  the  mean  time  a night  attack  under  brigadier-general  Dun-  Operations  of 
das,  on  the  poll:  of  St.  Jean  or  Gabarie,  in  which  brevet-major  commander. 
Rofs  of  the  31ft  regiment  diftinguilhed  himfelf,  feemed  to  give  ' 

prefage  of  future  fuccefs  ; and  every  thing  being  at  length  pre- 
pared for  the  re-conqueft  of  Grand  Terre,  a landing  was  effedied 
under  cover  of  two  frigates,  at  Ance  Canot,  the  grenadiers  being 
led  by  lieutenant-colonel  Filher,  and  the  light  infantry  by  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Gomm.  On  this  the  French  abandoned  Gozier,  [June  19.;] 
and  aflumed  a pofition  that  commanded  the  road  to  Fort  Fleur 
4’Epee,  whence  an  attempt  was  made  to  diflodge  them  during  the 
night ; but  this  proved  unfuccefsful,  in  confequence  of  the  troops  [June  25.] 
difobeying  orders,  and  recurring  to  the  fire  of  their  mufquets, 
inftead  of  trufting  folely  to  the  bayonet.  The  enemy,  however, 
were  attacked  on  all  fides  two  days  after,  and  driven  along  a [June  27.] 
chain  of  high  and  woody  grounds  to  Morne  Mafcot,  where  they 
again  rallied,  but  on  being  charged,  they  retired  into  the  fort. 

Nevertheless  it  now  became  evident,  that  the  war  in  this 
colony  had  alTumed  a very  different  complexion  from  what  it 
formerly  exhibited,  and  that  the  prefent  leader,  fearlefs  of  danger. 


the  evening  of  the  pth  following  I returned  to  the  Boyne^  to  concert  meafures  with  the 
admiral  for  regaining  Pointe-si-Petre  and  Grande  Terre.  We  have  fent  to  the  different 
iflands  to  colle(5l  all  the  force  that  can  be  fpared,  in  particular  the  flank  companies,  part  of 
whom  are  already  arrived  ; and  as  every  effort  fliall  be  made  on  our  part,  at  the  fame  time 
that  we  can  thoroughly  depend  on  the  bravery  and  exertions  of  our  troops  and  feamen,  I 
hope  foon  td  render  a good  account  of  this  fecond  expedition,  having  their  fliips  completely 
blocked  uj)  within  the  inner  harbour,  which  are  now  found  to  confifl;  of  two  frigates,  one 
corvette,  two  large  (hips,  appearing  to  be  armed  en  flute,  and  two  other  fliips  within  land 
fo  that  it  cannot  be  exadtiy  difcovered  what  they  are.  Their  troops  confifl  of  about  on 
thoufand  five  hundred  men,  joined  by  fome  mulattoes  and  negroes,  fince  landing  of  courfe.’’ 
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[June  29..] 


Attack  on  the 
town  of 
Pointe-a- 
Petre. 


fJuly  2.] 


and  Rrengthened  With  a decree  of  emancipation,  was  far  more 
formidable  than  either  Collot  or  Rochambeau,  who  had  not  ob- 
tained the  confidence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  whofe  attachment  to 
the  caufe  of  the  republick  was  always  confidered  as  equivocal. 

Recurring  to  the  mode  of  fuccelfive  engagements  pradfifed 
by  his  countrymen  in  Europe,  in  the  courfe  of  the  very  evening 
in  which  they  had  been  laft  defeated,  the  French  commiffioner 
{allied  out  at  the  head  of  a motley  army  of  blacks,  mulattoes, 
and  whites,  and  attacked  the  poll:  occupied  by  colonel  Fifher  on 
Morne  Mafcot,  under  cover  of  the  guns  of  Fleur  d’Epee.  But 
notwithftanding  they  were  worfted  upon  this  occafion  alfo,  they 
pcrfevered  with  amazing  obftinacy,  and  two  days  after  advanced 
with  a field-piece,  to  the  number  one  thoufand  five  hundred  men, 
affuming  a more  regular  appearance  than  before,  the  people  of 
colour  being  by  this  time  clothed  in  the  national  uniform  ; the 
bayonets  of  the  Englilh,  however,  once  more  drove  them  from 
the  heights  with  confiderable  {laughter. 

The  Britifh  commander,  encouraged  by  thefe  fuccelTes  on  one 
hand,  and  urged  by  the  approach  of  the  hurricane  feafon  on  the 
other,  determined  to  finilh  the  campaign  by  one  bold  and  brilliant 
manoeuvre,  in  which  was  difplayed  all  his  former  zeal,  unac- 
companied however  with  any  of  his  former  good  fortune. 
Having  concerted  the  necelfary  meafures,  brigadier-general  Symes 
received  orders  to  advance  from  Morne  Mafcot,  and  alTault  the 
town.  He  accordingly  proceeded  with  a body  of  infantry,  and  the 
I ft  battalion  of  feamen,  commanded  by  captain  Robertfon,  who 
ftormed  Pointe-a-Petre  before  day-break ; but  by  a miftake  on  the 
part  of  the  guides  they  entered  at  the  ftrongeft  fide,  and  were 
foon  overpowered  by  the  enemy,  who  commenced  an  attack 
upon  them  with  round  and  grape  {hot,  as  well  as  fmall  arms,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  the  commanding  oificer  and  brigadier-gene- 
ral Fiiher  were  both  wounded,  as  well  as  lieutenant-colonel 
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Gomm,  and  captain  Robertfon  of  the  navy,  two  meritorious  BOOK  V. 
officers.  The  complete  failure  of  this  attempt,  in  all  probability, 
prevented  the  termination  of  the  war  in  Guadaloupe,  as  fir 
Charles  Grey  had  made  preparations,  in  cafe  of  fficcefs,  for  the 
ftorm  of  fort  Fleur  d’Epee  ; but  he  was  now  obliged  to  relinquiffi 
the  meditated  attack,  and  even  to  detach  a body  of  troops  under 
captain  Stewart,  as  well  as  a party  of  feamen  from  the  Boyne, 
under  lieutenant  Woolley,  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  unfortunate 
divifion. 

Nor  did  the  difafter  terminate  here,  for  in  the  courfe  of  that  The  Engliih. 

. , . r 1 rr  • • i troops  are 

very  night  it  was  round  neceilary  to  retire  to  Gozier,  to  march  forcid  to 
one  part  of  the  forces  by  Petit-Bourg  to  Berville,  and  to  einhark 
the  remainder  j which  was  happily  effedied  without  the  lofs  of  a 
fingle  man,  under  the  direction  of  rear-admiral  Thompfon.  After 
this,  the  commander  in  chief  occupied  the  ground  between  St. 

John’s  point  and  Mahault  bay  with  his  whole  force ; he  alfo 
eredled  batteries  of  heavy  artillery,  as  well  as  of  mortars,  at  Point 
Saron  and  Point  St.  John,  oppofite  Pointe-a-Petre,  whence  he 
attempted  to  deftroy  both  the  town  and  the  ffiipping,  while 
the  gun-boats  belonging  to  the  fleet  were  inceffantly  employed 
in  battering  the  forts  at  Pointe-a-Petre  and  La  Fleur  d’Epee ; 
but  by  this  time  the  French  commiffioner,  although  not  a 
military  man,  had  concentrated  his  ftrength,  and  made  fuch  able 
difpofitions,  as  foon  gave  him  a decided  fuperiority.  He  had 
alfo  recourfe  to  energetick  proclamations,  in  which,  while  he  de- 
tailed the  benefits  conferred  by  the  convention  he  at  the  fame 


* “ Liberty  and  Equality.. 

" Extract  of  the  decree  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  25th  Pluviofe,  the2dyearof  the 
French  Republick,  one  and  indivifible,. 

“The  national  convention  declares  that  negro  ilaveiy  in  all  the  colonies  is  abolithedj 
and  confequently  that  all  men  without  diftinilion  of  colour  domiciliated  in  the  colonies  are 
French  citizens,  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  confirmed  by  the  conftitution.  It  enjoins. 
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BOOK  V.  time  inflamed  the  courage  and  aroufed  the  hopes  of  thofe  devoted 
to  a caufe  which  he  had  fo  ably  and  fo  fuccefsfully  fupported.  In 
1794.  an  animated  addrefs  to  the  republicans  belonging  to  the  fea  and  land 
dina^uients  forces  *,  he  reminded  them  that  the  Romans,  when  reduced  to  the 

of  the  B'rench  

commif- 

fioner.  the  committee  of  Publick  Safety  conftantly  to  report  on  the  meafures  to  be  taken  to  fecure 

the  execution  of  the  prefent  decree. 

“ Examined  by  the  Infpe£lors,  &c. 

“ Signed,  See.  &c. 

To  the  above  extradl  was  fubjoined  the  following  proclamation,  by  the  commiflaries  who 
accompanied  the  expedition. 

“ Citizens, 

“ A REPUBLICAN  government  is  not  fupported  by  chains,  nor  flavery ! The  national 
convention,  therefore,  has  proceeded  folemnly  to  decree  liberty  to  the  negroes  ; and  to  intruft 
the  mode  of  putting  the  law  In  force  to  the  commiflaries  whom  they  have  delegated  in  the 
colonies.  It  is  neceflary  then  to  attend  to  the  natural  emancipation  and  civil  organifation 
of  this  body.  Firft,  To  a proper  equality  j without  which  the  political  machine  is  like  a 
clock  whofe  pendulum  has  loft  its  equilibrium  and  aftion.  Secondly,  an  adminiftration 
general  and  particular,  which  (hall  guarantee  property  already  accumulated,  and  the  pro- 
duce of  labour  and  induftry. 

“ Citizens  of  all  colours  ! your  happinefs  depends  upon  this  law,  and  Its  execution.  The 
delegates  of  the  nation  guarantee  to  you  a fyftem  which  will  be  the  fafeguard  of  all  the 
friends  of  the  French  republick,  againft  thofe  who  have  already  opprelTed,  and  wi(h  again  to 
opprefs  them.  But  It  is  necelfary  that  the  white  citizens  (hall  give  cordially  and  fraternally 
a competent  falary  for  the  work  of  their  black,  and  other  brethren  of  colour ; and  it  is  alfo 
necelfary  that  the  latter  (hould  learn,  and  never  forget,  that  thofe  who  have  no  property  are 
obliged  to  labour  for  their  own  fubfiftence,  and  that  of  their  families ; and  contribute  with 
the  reft,  by  this  mean,  to  the  fupport  of  their  country. 

“ Citizens,  you  are  not  to  become  equal  but  to  enjoy  happinefs,  and  let  all  partake  of  it. 
He  that  is  an  opprelTor  of  his  fellow- citizens  is  a monfter,  that  ought  to  be  immediately 
banilhed  from  human  fociety  1 The  delegates  of  the  nation  order  all  adminiftrative  bodies, 
municipalities,  armed  forces,  and  all  individuals,  to  put  Into  execution  the  law  proclaimed  at 
the  head  of  thefe  prefents  without  delay  j and  they  depend  upon  the  loyalty  of  all  in- 
dividuals for  the  fafety  of  the  French  Republick,  and  put  under  the  proteftion  of  the  law  all 
citizens,  their  property,  and  the  produce  of  their  induftry  and  labour  whatever  it  may  be. 

They  order  the  feal  to  be  affixed  to  the  publication  of  the  prefent  law  and  proclamation, 
at  Pointe-a-Petre,  In  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe,  the  19th  Prairial,  2d  year  of  the  French  re- 
publick, one  and  indivlfible. 

(Signed)  “ Pierre  Chuetienne. 

“ Victor  Hugues.” 

* Dated  “ at  Port  de  la  LIberte  (heretofore  PoInte-a-Petre),  ift  day  of  Thermidor,  2d 
year  of  the  French  republick,  one  and  indivlfible  (July  19,  1794)* 
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capitol,  emerged  to  liberty  more  terrible  than  before;  and  that  book  v. 
although  few  in  number,  and  deftitute  of  generals,  they  had  Van- 
quifhed  armies  and  exhibited  to  the  univerfe  a fpedlacle  worthy  of 
admiration.  He  reprefented  the  late  conqueft  made  by  the  Englifh 
as  an  enterprife  of  no  difficulty,  becaufe  the  French  iflands  at  that 
period  contained  none  but  mafters  and  £lave»;  he  retorted  the 
charge  of  cruelty  on  the  enemy ; and,  exaggerating  his  recent 
victory,  aflerted  that  “ one  republican  battalion,  two  frigates, 
and  three  tranfports,  had  defeated  a Britiffi  admiral  with  fix 
fhips  of  the  line,  twelve  frigates,  and  eight  Hoops  of  war,  together 
with  a general  at  the  head  of  twelve  battalions,  and  a horde  of 
-ariftocrats ; while  not  a fingle  republican  had  been  made  prifoner, 
during  a combat  of  forty  days.” 

“ Your  refolution  in  remaining  at  your  poR,”  continues  he, 

“ notwithftanding  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  in  fpite  of  the  bombs 
and  red-hot  balls  which  they  inceflantly  difcharged  upon  us  for  a 
whole  month,  has  excited  their  admiration ; not  a complaint  has 
been  raifed  againft  you ; you  have  refpedted  property,  in  a country 
conquered  and  taken  by  aflault,  although  immenfe  wealth  had 
been  expofed  to  your  view.  You  have  thrown  no  perfon  into 
mourning  ; you  have  caufed  no  tears  to  flow  ; no  mother  has 
demanded  of  you  her  flaughtered  fon ; no  wife  her  butchered 
hufband ; no  children  their  murdered  father.” 

By  this  time  the  admiral  and  general,  unable  to  counterad;  the 
efforts  of  a man  who  contrived  to  arm  both  mailer  and  Have  in 
one  common  caufe,  had  retired  to  Martinico,  whence  they  in  vain 
folicited  fuccours  from  England.  Until  thefe  fhould  arrive,  a 
defenfive  fyllem  of  warfare  was  adopted,  and  it  was  hoped  that 
the  naval  force  Rationed  at  the  Salee  would  render  Bafle-Terre 
fccure  from  invafion.  But  thefe  calculations  proved  fallacious, 
for  this  refolute  and  perfevering  enemy,  by  eluding  the  vigilance 
of  the  Englifh  fhipping,  elFeded  the  paffage  during  a dark  night,  [Sept.  27. 
and  made  two  different  landings,  the  one  at  Goyave,  and  the 
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150 OK  V.  other  at  Lamentin.  After  feizing  on  Petit-Bourg,  where,  under 
pretence  of  retaliating  former  outrages,  many  of  the  fick  and 
1794.  wounded  were  bafely  put  to  death,  they  advanced  to  Point 
^Tlrench!^  Bacchus,  unfortunately  intercepting  colonel  Drummond  and  a 
party  of  Frenchmen,  and  obtained  polfeflion  of  the  heights  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Englilh  camp,  which  had  been  eftablifhed 
at  a plantation  called  Berviile,  the  property  and  refidence  of  a 
colonift,  unfriendly  to  the  republican  caufe. 

The  troops,  confifting  of  near  fix  hundred  regulars  and  roy- 
alifts,  were  commanded  by  brigadier-general  Colin  Graham,  who 
repulfed  three  feparate  attacks  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ; but  they 
[5epu  29.]  returned  to  the  charge  with  unfhaken  refolution,  and,  by  means 
of  their  batteries,  not  only  annoyed  the  Englifh  ports,  but  alfo 
the  men-of-war  ; nor  did  the  arrival  of  a veteran  admiral  change 
the  face  of  affairs,  for  he  was  fired  at  with  red-hot  fhot  from 
an  eminence,  and  completely  foiled  in  his  attempt  to  fuccour  the 
troops,  which  were  now  regularly  inverted  and  befieged.  At 
length  numbers  and  enthufiafm  prevailed,  for  on  finding  that  he 
was  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the  fhipping,  and  re- 
duced to  one  hundred  and  twenty- five  rank  and  file  fit  for  duty, 
Surrender  of  general  Graham  reludiantly  confented  to  capitulate,  and  the  Bri- 
W^rvdk!^^^  tifli  troops  were  allowed  the  honours  of  war.  But  he  was  unable 
[Oa.  6'.]  J.Q  obtain  an  amnerty  for  the  white  and  free  people  of  colour, 
although  they  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  Britannick 
majerty,  and  could  only  procure  the  privilege  of  a covered  boat, 
in  which  he  conveyed  fome  of  the  principal  royalirts  to  a place 
of  fafety  ; while  the  remainder,  who  had  propofed  to  cut  their 
way  through  the  ranks  of  their  countrymen,  either  fuffered  as 


* One  of  the  chiefs  finding  that  his  three  brothers  were  not  to  be  admitted  into  the 
covered  boat,  granted  by  Article  II.  of  the  capitulation,  is  faid  to  have  fliot  himfelf  with 
a piftol  in  the  prefence  of  the  Englilli  general. 
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rebels  by  the  guillotine,  or  experienced  a more  cruel  death  from  BOOK  V. 
the  mufquetry  of  the  motley  army  that  had  made  them  prifoners. 

In  confequence  of  this  unfortunate  event,  the  whole  of  the  U95. 
ifland  of  Guadaloupe,  one  poll  only  excepted,  was  reftored  to 
the  French,  in  whofe  favour  the  militia,  confcious  of  the  fate 
that  awaited  their  difobedience,  now  declared ; and  general  Pref-  f 
cott,  who  commanded  at  Fort  Matilda,  finding  his  cannon  dif-  [Dec.  lo.] 
mounted,  and  that  even  the  Boyne  and  other  men-of-war,  which 
had  repaired  to  his  afliftance,  were  occafionally  obliged  to  fheer 
off  from  the  gun  and  mortar  batteries,  after  protra6ting  the  fiege 
for  near  a month,  deemed  it  prudent  to  evacuate  the  place  during 
the  night,  which  was  accordingly  effected  without  lofs,  under  the 
fuperintendence  of  captain  Bowen  of  the  Terpfichore,  who  v/as 
wounded  upon  this  occafion. 

Thus,  in  confequence  of  the  exertions  of  a fingle  individual, 
aided  by  a fmall  force  from  the  mother  country,  and  armed  with  a 
decree  of  a few  lines  annulling  flavery,  Guadaloupe  was  reftored 
to  France  ; and  when  it  is  recollected,  that  although  uninftruCted 
in  the  art  of  war,  he  completely  baffled  the  aClivity,  enterprife, 
and  profeflional  (kill,  of  two  of  the  ableft  commanders  in  the 
fervice  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  but  candid  to  add,  that  if  the  hu- 
manity of  Victor  Hughes  had  been  as  confpicuous  as  his  talents, 
he  would  have  been  furpaffed  by  few  men  of  the  prefent  age. 

While  the  Britifh  caufe  was  by  turns  triumphant  and  un- 
profperous  in  Guadaloupe,  fortune  feemed  for  a time  to  fmile 
propitious  in  St.  Domingo,  where  nearly  the  whole  of  the  pen- 
infula  of  Tiburon  had  fubmitted  to  lieutenant-colonel  Whitelocke. 

Until  a fufficient  force  fhould  arrive  in  that  colony  from  Eng- 
land to  attempt  effective  operations,  it  was  deemed  proper  by  the 
Britifh  commander  to  have  recourfe  to  negociation ; and  he  ac-  unfuccefsfui 
cordingly  fent  a letter  by  a flag  of  truce  to  general  Levaux,  in  attempts  to 
which,  after  obferving  that  the  unhappy  ftate  of  France  ren- 
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[Jan.  ig.] 


[Jan.  31.] 


and  Santho- 
nax. 


dered  it  impradicable  to  tranfmit  fuccours  to  that  ill-fated  country, 
he  propofed  to  extend  his  majefty’s  protection  to  him,  provided 
he  would  deliver  up  the  town  and  forts  of  Port  de  Paix ; and 
as  a further  inducement,  he  offered  the  fum  of  five  thoufand 
crowns,  either  to  be  paid  to  him  in  perfon  or  depofited  in  the 
bank  of  England,  provided  he  complied  with  his  invitation. 

But,  although  this  attempt  on  the  fidelity  of  the  French  com- 
mander proved  unfuccefsful,  yet  a very  confiderable  acceffion  had 
been  made  to  the  Britifh  dominions  in  this  valuable  colony,  by 
the  furrender  of  the  parifhes  of  St.  Marc,  Gonaives,  Leogane, 
Arcahaye,  and  Jean  de  Rabel,  while  Mirebalais  had  folicited  the 
protection  of  the  Britifh  flag,  and  a pofl  was  maintained  at  Bou- 
caffin,  within  fourteen  miles  of  Port-au-Prince,  the  refidence  of  the 
national  commiffioners ; lieutenant-colonel Whitelocke alfo  acquired 
pofTeffion  foon  after  of  the  fort  of  Tiburon,  which  gave  additional 
fecurity  to  Grand  Ance.  This  expedition  took  place  early  in  the 
year  j a detachment  of  troops  having  embarked  under  the  pro- 
tection of  three  frigates,  in  one  of  which  captain  Rowley  attacked 
the  fort  with  great  gallantry ; a landing  was  effected  in  the  Ance 
du  Mitan,  by  the  flank  companies  commanded  by  major  Spencer, 
who  charged  and  routed  the  enemy,  confifling  of  about  five  or 
fix  hundred  negroes,  and  two  hundred  mullattoes  and  whites. 

Advantage  was  now  taken  of  the  flourifhing  Rate  of  affairs, 
to  propofe  a capitulation  to  Santhonax  ; but  commodore  Ford 
found  all  his  advances  rejeCted  with  difdain : the  harbour  of 
Port-au-Prince  on  this  was  immediately  blockaded,  and  that  fo 
effectually  as  to  preclude  the  entrance  of  any  veffel  whatever. 

On  the  arrival  of  brigadier- general  Whyte,  with  a detach- 
ment of  troops  * originally  deftined  for  the  other  French  iflands. 


* An  Account  of  the  number  of  men  who,  after  the  conqueft  of  Martinique,  St.  Lucia, 
and  Guadaloupe,  were  detached  to  St.  Domingo  by  fir  Charles  Grey  : 


The 
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that  officer  determined  on  extending  the  conquefts  of  the  Eng- BOOK  v. 
lifh,  notwithftanding  Bomparde  and  feveral  of  the  neighbouring 
parifhes  had  lately  deferted  their  caufe.  Having  fecured  the 
Mole  by  a chain  of  redoubts  and  fleches,  he  refolved  to  attack 
Port-au-Prince,  the  capital  of  that  portion  of  the  illand,  which, 
in  addition  to  fome  national  advantages,  prefented  the  profpedt 
of  a rich  booty  arifmg  from  the  ffiips  in  the  harbour  of  that 
town,  where  the  commiffioners  were  only  fupported  by  the  re- 
mains of  a regiment,  a few  people  of  colour,  and  a body  of 
failors  In  addition  to  nearly  two  thoufand  colonifts,  the 
troops  intended  for  the  attack  confifted  of  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  fixty-five  rank  and  file,  efcorted  by  three  men-of- 
war,  three  frigates,  and  three  floops.  A favourable  opportunity  [May  31.} 
having  prefented  itfelf,  the  fire  of  Fort  Bizotton  was  filenced  by 
two  line  of  battle  fhips  and  a frigate  f ; on  which  the  troops 
landed,  and  captain  Daniel  of  the  41ft  regiment,  with  only  fixty 
men,  taking  advantage  of  a thunder  ftorm,  furprifed  and  carried  [June  1.] 
the  place.  Major  Handheld,  affifted  by  a body  of  provincial 
cavalry,  having  carried  the  poft  of  Salines,  advanced  next  day 
and  turned  the  batteries  on  the  left,  while  another  detachment,  [June  2.3 


The  22d,  23cl,  and  4lft  regiments,  and  the  flank  companies  of  the  3.5th  regiment. 

Note. — The  22d,  23d,  and  4 1 ft  regiments,  embarked  - l,t)83  rank  and  file 

Their  flank  companies,  with  thofe  of  the  3oth  regiment,  embarked  .518 

2,201  Total. 

No  returns  of  their  numbers,  on  their  arrival  in  the  Leeward  Iflands,  were  received  from 
fir  Charle.s  Grey;  but  as  the  three  regiments  were  fent  on  to  St.  Domingo  without  being 
landed  at  Guadaloupe,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  there  was  no  material  alteration  in  their 
ftrength.  The  flank  companies  had  been  landed  for  a fliort  time,  but  no  ftatement  has 
been  received  of  a diminution  of  their  numbers. 

* I am  indebted  for  this  information  and  a variety  of  other  particulars,  to  an  unpubliflied 
pamphlet,  by  lieutenant-colonel  Chalmers,  infpedlor-general  of  the  colonial  troo[)s  in  St. 
Domingo. 

•(-  The  Belliqueux  and  Sceptre  attacked  the  fea  front,  while  the  Penelope  anchored  clofe 
to  the  (hore,  and  flanked  a ravine. 
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Capture  of 
Poft-au- 
Prince. 
[June  4.] 


Lofs  of  Le<^ 
gane, 

[oa.  ] 

and 

Tiburon. 
[Dec.  30.3 


proceeding  along  the  road  called  the  Charbonnier,  threatened  to 
furround  the  place.  The  main  body  of  the  Englifli,  however, 
had  not  as  yet  arrived,  and  the  national  commiffioners,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  this  interval,  efcaped  in  fafety  with  their  treafure 
towards  Aux-Cayes ; while  on  the  other  hand  the  merchant- 
men, confining  of  twenty-two  fail,  laden  with  fugar,  cotton, 
coffee,  and  indigo,  with  nearly  an  equal  number  in  ballaft,  fell  a 
prey  to  the  conquerours. 

But  in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  in  Europe,  it  was  foon  found  that 
the  occupation  of  fo  many  places  neceflarily  rendered  the  defence 
of  each  weak,  and  that  extenfion  only  produced  infecurity  ; for 
although  captain  Grant  of  the  1 3th  regiment  gallantly  repulfed 
three  diftin(ft;  bodies  of  the  enemy,  after  both  himfelf  and  his  two 
lieutenants  were  wounded,  yet  the  town  and  port  of  Leogane  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  republicans,  and  the  officer  commanding  at 
Tiburon  was  obliged  in  the  courfe  of  a few  weeks  to  evacuate 
that  poll. 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


CHAP.  IX. 


Situation  of  France  at  this  Period  of  the  War. 

The  campaign  of  1794-5,  with  an  exception  to  the  ocean  and  BOOK 
the  Mediterranean  where  it  was  eminently  difaftrous,  and  to  La 
Vendee  where  fuccefs  ftill  appeared  equivocal,  proved  highly 
favourable  to  France,  in  every  part  of  Europe.  Several  pitched 
battles,  and  a multitude  of  Ikirmilhes,  had  not  only  reftored 
all  the  fortrelfes  on  the  northern  frontier,  but  deftroyed  near 
one  hundred  thoufand  of  her  enemies,  and  fubjugated  many 
millions  of  inhabitants.  Holland  with  her  numerous  fleets,  immenfe  ac- 

11  11  1 quifitions  of 

her  extenfive  commerce,  and  her  wealthy  merchants,  readily  France, 
fubmitted  to  her  fway  j Germany  had  been  forced  to  yield  the 
two  ecclefiaftical  electorates  of  Cologne  and  Treves,  the  prin- 
cipality of  Liege,  the  duchy  of  Deux  Fonts,  the  bifliopricks  of 
Worms  and  Spires,  and  part  of  the  palatinate  ; PruITia  was  unable 
to  refume  the  duchies  of  Cleves  and  Juliers  ; from  Italy  had 
been  wrefted  Nice,  Monaco,  all  Savoy,  and  part  of  Piedmont ; 
while  Spain  had  not  only  loft  the  provinces  of  Guipufcuoa  and 
Catalonia,  but  was  in  foijie  meafure  at  the  mercy  of  the  con- 
querour. 

Nor  was  her  fuccefs  deftined  to  be  any  longer  confined  to  her 
foreign  enemies  alone,  for  by  this  time  numerous  and  vidlorious 
armies,  led  by  able  and  experienced  generals,  were  ready  to  pour 
in  upon  the  devoted  provinces,  which  had  fo  long  refifted  the 
laws  and  the  arms  of  the  republick  ; while  Robefpierre  and  his 
accomplices,  who  by  their  fanguinary  excelTes  had  rendered  the 
caufe  of  the  nation  odious,  were  doomed  to  perilh  by  an  in- 
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BOOK  V.  ftrument  hitherto  exclufively  employed  to  immolate  the  vidlims* 
of  their  unceafmg  jealoufy  and  fufpicion. 

1795.  ^-p  tjpis  important  period,  when  two  kings*  alone  kept  aloof 

from  the  general  conflidl;,  all  Europe  flood  aghafl  at  the  progrefs 
made  by  France  towards  univerfal  dominion,  and  at  length  began 
to  perceive  the  impolicy  of  permitting  a coalition  of  foreign  na- 
tions to  iftenace  her  infant  liberties.  By  this  time  alfo,  two  of 
the  courts  moft  violent  in  their  accufations  againfl  perfidy  and  in- 
juflice,  after  twice  difmembering  had  finally  divided  Poland, 
while  a third,  that  originally  affedled  to  take  up  arms  to  vin- 
dicate the  general  caufe  of  nations  and  of  kings,  acceded  to  a 
compadl  of  plunder  which  bereaved  a people  of  their  rights 
and  even  of  iheir  name,  dethroned  a lawful  monarch,  and 
rendered  him  a prifoner  in  the  capital  of  a princefs  whofe  hands 
were  faid  to  have  been  embrued  in  the  blood  of  a hufband  and  a 
fovereign  ! 

Effefts  pro-  At  this  awful  epoch,  mofl  of  the  neighbouring  potentates  feem 

duced  by  the  iri* 

French  Revo-  to  have  been  alarmed  for  their  own  perfonal  fafety,  and  to  have 

lution,  dread  the  increafing  knowledge  of  the  age.  Such  was 

their  fcrupulous  jealoufy,  that  in  fome  countries  clubs  of  all 
kinds  were  prohibited;  literary  focieties  were  abolifhed;  learning, 
fcience,  and  fuperiour  abilities,  became  objects  of  fufpicion. 
Even  in  Britain,  the  upper  ranks  of  fociety,  partly  influenced  by  the 
donatives  fo  profufely  beftowed  in  the  fhape  of  honours,  penfions, 
and  employments,  and  partly  terrified  by  the  fuppofed  atheifm 
and  acknowledged  crimes  of  thofe  who  for  a time  had  governed 
Prance,  became  jealous  of  the  liberties  of  their  native  country. 
The  greedy  capitalift  trembling  for  his  wealth,  the  rapacious 
courtier  panting  after  preferment,  the  new-made  peer  indignant 
at  beholding  the  growing  contempt  of  titles,  the  ancient  no- 


Domeftick 
fituation  of 
England. 


* Thofe  of  Denmark  and  Sweden, 
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billty  mortified  to  think  that  talents  began  to  be  preferred  to  B O O K v. 
blood, — all  thefe,  under  the  feduilive  appellation  of  a jirong  go- 
vernment^  fighed  after  fomethmg  approximating  to  an  abfolute  ^795. 
monarchy.  The  diftrefles  of  the  people  too  began  to  be  alarm- 
ing ; parochial  relief  could  not  extend  to  all  their  wants ; pub- 
lick  fubfcriptions  were  recurred  to,  on  purpofe  to  equalife  the 
price  of  labour  with  the  price  of  provifions ; and  England, 
whofe  fturdy  peafantry  had  hitherto  been  the  reproach  of  other 
nations,  was  foon  threatened  with  a degree  of  degradation  ap- 
proaching to  the  Helotifm  of  ancient  Sparta. 

Nor  was  this  the  only  mifchief,  for  the  Habeas  Corpus  adl 
had  been  fufpended,  and  the  prifons  were  crowded  with  men 
accufed  of  difaffedfion  and  treafon.  Confpiracies  more  frequent 
and  more  ftrange  than  thofe  that  once  adluated  the  fertile  brain  of 
Titus  Oates,  were  fuppofed  to  have  been  hatched,  and  the  meal- 
tub  plot  during  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  was  furpafled  in  novelty 
and  extravagance  by  the  pop-gun  machinations  againft  George  III. 

In  Scotland,  political  opinions  were  punilhed  by  banilhment 
to  diftant  and  inhofpltable  regions  ; in  England  feveral  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts  were  made  to  render  them  capital : but  what 
was  ftill  more  terrible,  feclufion,  as  in  the  time  of  the  Stuarts, 
began  to  be  pradifed  on  thofe  accufed  of  delinquency  againft  the 
government ; and  while  the  general  voice  yet  applauded  the 
deftrudion  of  the  Baftille  in  France,  a prifon,  which  from  an 
obvious  fimilarity  foon  obtained  that  odious  name,  was  reared  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Britilh  metropolis,  and  its  police  entrufted  to 
a man  who,  according  to  report,  was  worthy  of  being  provoft 
to  the  palace  to  Louis  XL  A young  fenator  * of  confiderable 
promife  expofed  thefe  malpradices  in  a manner  that  made  a 
forcible  impreflion  upon  the  publick  ; and  had  he  been  properly 


* Sir  F,  Burdett. 
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BOOK  V.  feconded  by  the  oppofition,  the  nulfance  would  have  either  been 
removed  or  abated. 

1795.  But  while  the  miniftry,  a prey  perhaps  to  the  terrours  arifmg 
from  their  own  unpopularity  as  well  as  from  the  nature  of  the 
conteft  in  which  they  had  engaged,  were  filling  the  gaols  with  the 

t 

victims  of  fufpicion,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  they  deferved  credit 
for  the  energy  with  which  they  provided  for  the  internal  defence  of  a 
kingdom  that  now  began  in  its  turn  to  be  menaced  with  invafion. 
Not  only  was  the  militia  greatly  augmented,  but  numerous  volun- 
teer and  fencible  corps,  both  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  were  every- 
where formed  ; batteries  were  eredfed,  and  companies  of  artillery 
trained  along  the  coafts  ; while  the  immenfe  fuperiority  of  the 
navy  was  every-where  confpicuous,  and  the  narrow  feas,  the 
Atlantick  and  Pacifick  oceans,  as  well  as  the  Mediterranean, 
beheld  the  triumph  of  our  fleets. 

Every  idea  of  peace  was,  however,  treated  with  the  moft 
fupercilious  contempt ; and  hopes  were  ftill  entertained  and  pro- 
pagated that  a nation  “ not  only  on  the  brink  but  in  the  very 
gulph  of  bankruptcy”  would  foon  be  fubjugated.  “ Indemnity 
for  the  pafl;  and  fecurity  for  the  future”  began  to  be  the  cry ; 
and  the  matchlefs  eloquence  and  enormous  expenditure  of  the 
premier  threatened  alike  to  protradt  the  conteft.  All  motions 
of  a pacifick  tendency  in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion  of  parliament 
were  accordingly  negatived;  and  even  a propofition  to  give  fome 
relief  to  the  burdens  of  the  people,  by  taxing  all  places  and  pen- 
fions  above  200I.  per  annum,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  was  treated  with  contempt. 

Charafters  of  The  miniftry,  a motley  compofition,  formed  from  different 
the  minifters.  notorioufly  profeffing  different  fentiments  relative  to 

the  condudt  of  the  war,  whether  vidlorious  or  vanquiftied,  either 
in  the  fenate  or  in  the  field,  conftantly  maintained  triumphant 
majorities.  To  Mr.  Dundas,  a man  who  had  appertained  by 
turns  to  all  parties,  and  who  is  faid  by  a rare  union  of  contra- 
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rletles,  to  have  joined  a love  of  domeftick  conviviality  to  a fcm-^BOOK  v. 
pulous  attention  to  publick  bufmefs,  was  confided  the  depart- 
ment  of  the  war. 

The  duke  of  Portland  was  reproached  with  exercifing  the 
individual  office  he  had  before  condemned  as  unconflitutional, 
and  with  having  about  this  period  profited  by  the  renewal  of 
certain  valuable  crown  leafes,  which  had  been  long  pofTefTed 
by  his  family  ; but  he  was  a nobleman  of  great  weight  and  con- 
fequence,  and  his  defection  from  the  oppofition  bench  gave  both 
credit  and  liability  to  his  former  opponents. 

Lord  Grenville,  the  fon  of  a minifler^  during  whofe 
adminillration  the  fatal  project  for  taxing  the  American  colonies 
had  been  broached,  and  the  nephew  of  a popular  peer  f who 
in  the  perfon  of  Mr.  Wilkes  had  defended  the  violated  rights  of 
every  Britifh  fubjed:,  was  entrufted  with  the  department  of  • 
foreign  affairs.  He  poffelfed  extenfive  Information  and  refearch, 
and  flrenuoufly  defended  his  party  and  his  principles  from  all 
attacks  in  the  houfe  of  which  he  had  lately  become  a member ; 
but  he  was  thought  at  times  to  exhibit  a degree  of  haughtinefs 
fcarcely  compatible  with  the  eftablilhed  cuftoms  of  a limited 
monarchy. 

The  earl  of  Chatham,  the  elder  brother  of  the  premier, 
having  been  bred  to  the  profeffion  of  arms,  and  but  little  ac- 
cuflomed  to  the  fatigues  of  office,  gladly  exchanged,  about  this 
period,  the  department  of  naval  affairs,  for  the  lefs  arduous 
fituation  of  prefident  of  the  council-board.  His  fucceffor :};,  a 
nobleman  in  whofe  praife  all  parties  have  conllantly  united,  ac- 
quired great  popularity  in  the  exercife  of  his  new  fundions ; 
and  the  Britifh  fleets,  during  his  adminillration,  obtained  many 
brilliant  and  important  vidories. 


* Hon.  G.  Grenville. 
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A.  Introduction,  page  llil. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  uniform  tenor  of  hlftory,  that  France  enjoyed  for  ages 
the  advantages  of  a mixed  government.  Indeed,  the  checks  upon  the  royal  pre- 
rogative appear  to  have  been  more  numerous  there,  perhaps,  than  in  any  other 
country  of  Europe.  The  firft  counterpoife  I fhall  here  notice  confifted  of  the 
pofleflbrs  of  fiefs,  called  nohlejfe  de  I’ epee,  who,  in  the  early  periods  of  the  mo- 
narchy, were  aceuftomed  to  make  war  upon  each  other,  and  even  upon  their 
kings,  with  impunity. 

It  appears  plain  that  hereditary  nobility  is  comparatively  of  modern  date  in 
Europe,  and  that  it  can  be  traced  no  higher  in  France  than  to  the  firft  prince  of  the 
Capetian  race  : “ We  muft  not  omit  making  mention  of  the  cunning  device,"  fays 
Hotoman,  “ recurred  to  by  Hugh  Capet,  on  purpofe  to  eftabliflr  himfelf  in  his 
own  dominion  ; for  whereas  all  the  maglftracies  and  honours  of  the  kingdom, 
fuch  as  dukedoms,  earldoms,  &c.  had  been  hitherto,  from  ancient  times,  con- 
ferred upon  feledl  and  deferving  perfons  in  the  general  conventions  of  the  people, 
and  were  held  only  during  good  behaviour,  whereof  (as  the  lawyers  exprefs  it) 
they  were  but  beneficiaries  ; Hugh  Capet,  in  order  to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  af- 
fections of  the  great  men,  was  the  firft  who  made  thofe  honours  perpetual, 
which  formerly  were  but  temporary,  and  ordained,  that  fuch  as  obtained  them 
fhould  have  a hereditary  right  in  them,  and  might  leave  them  to  their  children 
and  pofterity,  in  like  manner  as  their  other  eftates.  Of  this,  fee  Francifcus 
Conanus  the  Civilian,  Comment.  2.  cap.  9.  By  which  notorious  faCf  it  is  plain, . 
that  a great  branch  of  the  authority  of  the  publick  council  was  torn  away;  which, 
however  (to  any  man  who  ferloufly  confiders  the  circumftances  of  the  times), 
feems  Impoflible  to  have  been  effected  by  him  alone,  without  the  confent  of  that 
great  council  itfelf.”  Franco-Gall.  Hotomani,  cap,  1 6. 
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The  celebrated  anfwer  of  the  vifcount  of  Perigueaux  to  Hugh  Capet,  when 
the  latter  ordered  him  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Tours,  and  afked  him  who  made 
him  a noble  ? plainly  defignates  the  fource  whence  titles  were  derived  ; for  we 
are  told  by  Mezeray  that  the  reply  was — “ Non  pas  vous,  mais  ceux  qui  vous 
ont  fait  roi” — Not  you,  but  thofe  who  made  yourfelf  a king.  This  taunting 
anfwer,  in  addition  to  the  continuance  of  the  fiege  and  the  capture  of  the  place 
notwithftanding  the  king’s  menace,  have  been  frequently  quoted  to  prove  that 
the  fpirit  of  the  nobility  was  not  yet  humbled. 

During  the  reign  of  Charles  XI.  the  great  vaflals  of  the  crown,  confifting 
principally  of  the  dukes  of  Bourbon,  Alen9on,  Nemours,  the  counts  of  Ar- 
magnac,  St.  Pol,  Dunois,  Dammartin,  See.  combined  againft  that  monarch  in 
1465,  in  the  fame  manner  that  the  Englltlr  barons  affbeiated  in  oppofition  to 
king  John.  This  produced  the  conteft,  called  “ the  war  of  the  publick  good 
during  which  the  infurgents  infifted  on  an  aflembly  of  the  flates-general. 
But  in  the  fubfequent  agreement  that  took  place  with  the  king,  nothing  was 
ftipulated  for  in  behalf  of  the  people  ; a circumftance  that  has  given  occafion 
for  wonder,  on  the  part  of  Robertfon,  and  other  hiftorians  : but  the  reafon  ap- 
pears evident ; as  the  count  de  Charlois,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  league, 
had  a feparate  intereft  from  the  nation,  and  even  the  nobility  of  France,  he 
being  himfelf  the  fon  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  a fovereign  prince,  to  w'hofe 
fubje^ls  any  concefTion  fimilar  to  that  granted  by  our  Great  Charter  would  have 
obvioufly  afforded  a precedent  for  fimilar  favours. 

As  the  penfions  granted  during  the  reign  of  Charles  VII.  had  firfl  influenced, 
fo  the  bloody  proferiptions  that  took  place  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  life  of 
Louis  XI.  entirely  fubdued,  the  fpirit  of  the  French  nobility  : they  indeed,  in 
fome  meafure,  refymed  their  influence  during  the  civil  wars  j but  the  policy  of 
Richelieu  finally  fubjugated  them. 

They  were  at  length  feduced  from  their  caftles,  became  accuftomed  to  refide 
at  court,  and  appeared  proud  to  wear  the  livery  and  execute  certain  menial  of- 
fices about  the  perfon  of  their  fovereign,  provided  they  were  accompanied  bjr 
founding  names  and  fuitable  appointments.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  alfo,  but 
that  the  immenfe  number,  altliough  It  contributed  to  render  them  powerful  as 
a body,  yet  detra£ted  from  their  individual  confequence. 

Philip  the  Hardy  was  the  firfl  monarch  who  granted  letters  of  nobility,  hav- 
ing commenced  this  innovation  in  the  perfon  of  Ralph,  a goldfmith ; titles 
afterwards  became  venal,  were  annexed  to  offices,  and  purchafed  by  the  lowell 
plebeians  as  exemptions  from  taxation.  CIrcumftances  fo  notorious  not  only 
brought  the  nobles  into  diferedit,  but  they  w'ere  looked  upon  with  an  evil  eye  by 
the  people,  as  enjoying  many  peculiar  advantages,  and  contributing  nothing  to 
the  burdens  of  the  ftate.  It  muft  be  allowed,  that  at  the  period  of  the  revoliu. 
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tion,  many  of  the  higher  clafles,  by  their  knowledge,  their  virtues,  and  their 
talents,  had  rendered  themfelves  eftimable  : they  lamented,  and  often  fulFered 
by,  the  defpotifm  of  the  court ; but  it  was  in  their  capacity  of  peers  only,  and  as 
connected  with  the  parliament,  that  they  ferved  of  late  years  to  operate  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  as  a reftraint  even  on  the  worft  minifters. 

As  to  the  dignified  clergy,  confifting  of  the  archbifhops,  bifliops,  &c.  with  a 
very  few  exceptions  they  were  devoted  to  the  court,  and  never  fided  with  the 
people.  During  the  reign  of  Philip  le  Bel  attempts  were  made  to  refill  the 
ufurpations  of  the  fee  of  Rome ; and  the  concordat  afterwards  obtained  by 
Francis  I.,  as  v/ell  as  thofe  claims  termed  the  rights  of  the  Gallican  church, 
added  greatly  to  the  power  of  the  monarchy,  by  the  privilege  of  bellowing  mi- 
tres, &c.  and  thus  either  exciting  the  hopes,  or  fecuring  the  gratitude,  of  eccle- 
fiallical  candidates.  They  were  not  exempt,  like  the  nobility,  from  taxes  ; 
(thefe,  however,  v/ere  granted  by  themfelves,  under  the  name  of  benevolences) ; but 
they  contrived  to  tlirow  the  greater  part  of  the  burden  upon  the  inferior  paftors, 
which  irritated  the  latter,  and  was  the  reafon,  perhaps,  why  they  not  only  de- 
ferted  their  order  at  the  meeting  of  the  Hates,  but  engaged  in  the  fchifm  that 
enfued. 

The  next  body  I lhall  here  mention  as  a check  on  the  ancient  kings  is  the 
univerfity  of  Paris,  the  Undents  of  which  amounted  fometiines  to  30,000,  while 
its  commilfioners  were  often  fummoned  to  the  aflemblies  of  the  notables,  and 
even  prefented  remonllrances  of  their  own  accord  to  the  reigning  prince. 
During  the  time  of  Charles  .VI.,  according  to  Mezeray,  this  corporation  a£led 
an  important  part  in  reforming  the  Hate,  and  bringing  corrupt  minifters  to  juf- 
tice  •,  while  Louis  XI.  fele£led  fix  members  out  of  this  body  to  conftitute  part 
of  the  eighteen  counfellors,  by  whom  he  proniifed  to  be  regulated. 

But  Louis  XII.  not  only  curtailed  the  privileges  of  the  univerfity,  but,  after 
ftifling  an  infurre£lion  occafioned  by  that  event,  banilhed  the  re£lor.  We 
behold  its  members,  however,  remonftrating  againft  the  concordaty  in  the 
reign  of  Francis  I. ; and  in  that  of  Henry  III.  the  faculty  of  divinity  declared,, 
that  the  French  were  difeharged  from  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Henry  de  Valois, 
and  might  take  up  arms  againft  him. 

This  fame  body  afterwards  palled  a decree  againft  Henry  IV.  which  was  re- 
fclnded,  and  it  gradually  fell  into  infignificance  in  a political  point  of  view  5 we 
find  th«  re£lor,  however,  fitting  in  the  late  national  alfembly,  although  he  feems 
to  have  a£led  no  very  confpicuous  part. 

The  next  clafs  that  polfelfed  any  fway  in  the  Hate  was  the  notables,  who 
were  convoked  occafionally,  and  always  nominated  by  the  king.  In  1413,  during 
the  reign  of  Charles  VI.,  an  alfembly  was  called,,  confifting  of  members  of  the 
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three  orders,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  reforming  the  ftate.  In  1440  we  find 
Charles  VII.  fummoning  another  at  Orleans ; the  fame  was  done  by  Francis  I., 
in  1583  by  Henry  111.,  and  in  1596  by  Henry  IV.  Befides  thefe,  others 
were  occafionally  convoked,  even  in  our  own  times,  but  they  never  appear  to 
have  been  of  any  efficient  fervice. 

Two  great  bodies  Hill  remain  to  be  noticed,  which  ferved  to  curb  the  regal 
prerogative  in  a far  more  effe£l:ual  manner  than  any  of  thofe  as  yet  alluded  to. 
The  firll  of  thefe  was  the  grand  national  council,  which  was  accuftomed  to  af- 
femble  yearly.  The  king  conftantly  prefided  on  thefe  occafions,  and  it  was  then 
only,  according  to  Hotoman,  that  the  term  of  Royal  Majejiy  was  applied  to  the 
prince  ; nor  was  this  aflccSled  by  any  monarch  in  his  private  capacity  previoufly 
to  the  time  of  Louis  XI. 

Under  the  two  firll  races  of  kings  the  genius  of  the  government  was  of  a mixed 
or  limited  nature  ; partaking  of  monarchy  in  the  perfon  of  the  king,  of  arillo- 
cracy  in  the  body  of  the  nobles,  and  of  democracy  in  the  clafs  of  freemen,  or 
their  reprefentatives.  It  is  clear,  that  even  under  Charlemagne  the  national 
all'embly  was  confulted  by  that  monarch ; and  it  would  appear  from  the  capitula- 
ries Hill  extant,  that  the  prince  could  not  withhold  his  alTent  from  what  was  pro- 
pofed  and  ellabliffied  in  the  great  council. 

After  the  creation  of  a hereditary  nobility  by  Hugh  Capet,  the  general  alTembly 
feems  to  have  fallen  into  -difufe  for  the  fpace  of  three  centuries,  until  the  reign  of 
Philip  le  Bel : about  the  middle  of  the  eleventh,  the  kings  of  the  third  race 
began  to  iffue  ordinances  for  their  oWn  domains  ; but  it  was  not  until  1190,  in 
the  reign  of  Philip  Augullus,  that  thefe  a£ls  of  legiflation  were  extended 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom. 

The  manner  in  v/hich  the  deputies  of  the  cities  were  called  to  thofe  alTemblies, 
in  1301,  has  already  been  mentioned.  It  would  appear,  from  the  circumftancc 
of  having  been  convoked  in  the  church  of  Noire  Dame^  that  the  various  orders 
met  and  deliberated  in  common.  Certain  it  is,  that  in  all  the  feudal  kingdoms 
of  Europe  this  v/as  originally  the  cuftom  j the  freemen,  or  their  reprefentatives, 
having  met  in  one  body,  in  the  open  air.  In  England,  the  feparation  of  the  lords 
and  comm.ons  is  not  of  a very  ancient  date  ; and  in  Scotland,  as  is  well  known, 
they  afiembled  in  the  fame  hall  until  the  time  of  the  union. 

Each  of  the  three  orders  was  accuftomed  to  appear  in  a particular  drefs  or  cof- 
tume:  that  of  the  nobles  was  magnificent,  confilting  of  robes  richly  embroidered  ; 
the  higher  clergy  were  decked  out  in  the  habits  of  their  refpe£live  ftations,  all  of 
which  contributed  to  infpirc  awe  ; while  the  third  eftate,  the  members  of  which 
had  been  moftly  lawyers  in  the  time  of  Philip  le  Bel,  were  feen  even  in  1789  in 
the  black  cloaks  and  long  cravats  appertaining  to  that  profeffion. 
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During  the  two  firfl;  races,  the  national  aflemblies  pofleflecl  tlie  legiflative  power, 
but  the  ftates-general  prefented  the  cahiers,  or  injundlions  of  their  refpeftive 
balliages,  which  contained  what  were  termed  their  doleanceSy  or  complaints.  To 
redrefs  thefe,  the  king  was  accuftomed  to  iffue  edicts;  the  commons  of  France,  like 
thofe  of  England,  proceeding  on  petition,  with  this  material  difference,  that  the 
initiative  In  the  former  kingdom  was  veiled  In,  or  affumed  by,  the  executive  power. 

The  number  of  members  of  which  the  whole  or  each  of  the  orders  was  to 
confill,  appears  to  have  been  indeterminate.  The  ftates-general  convoked  at 
Paris  in  1355  contained  eight  hundred,  and  half  of  thefe  were  deputies  from 
towns;  in  1616  the  latter  conftituted  no  more  than  one-third  of  the  affcmbly, 
which  appears  to  have  been  eclipfed  by  the  parliament  of  Paris,  and  to  have  per- 
formed nothing  to  make  the  nation  regret  its  difcontinuance.  In  1789  the  mem- 
bers amounted  to  about  a thoufand,  a body  far  too  numerous  to  debate  in  common 
with  any  degree  of  regularity  or  effe£l ; and  of  thefe,  the  third  eftate  was  equal 
to  the  other  two  united,  which  gave  it  a decided  preponderance. 

The  reign  of  king  John  is  the  epoch  at  which  the  ftates-general  may  be  faid 
to  have  flourilhed ; but  notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  the  blfhop  of  Laon,  the 
intrigues  of  Marcel  provoft  of  Paris,  and  the  writings  of  Bodin,  who  Ingenioully 
diferiminated  between  a revolution  and  a rebellion,  the  leaders  were  never  able 
to  unite  and  arm  the  people  in  their  caufe,  as  was  done  in  England  by  the  long 
parliament  during  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 

The  moft  formidable  oppofitlon  on  the  part  of  the  ftates,  in  former  times,  oc- 
curred during  the  reign  of  Henry  III. ; and  on  this  occafion  they  were  affifted  by 
the  faculty  of  divinity  of  the  univerfity  of  Paris  : it  is  allowed  too,  that  they 
pointed  towards  democracy ; but  two  or  three  of  the  great  cities  only,  fuch  as 
Paris,  Orleans,  &c.  affociated. 

The  kings  of  France  recurred  to  a variety  of  means  in  order  to  render  the 
affembling  of  the  ftates  unneceffary;  and  the  Valois  branch  of  theCapetlan  family, 
being  in  poffeffion  of  larger  domains  than  their  predeceffors,  were  enabled  to 
obtain  the  obje£l  of  their  wiflies.  It  was  alfo  common  to  recur  to  a number 
of  what  were  no  doubt  confidered  as  unconftitutlonal  expedients : fuch  as  the 
affembling  of  the  notables  during  the  time  of  Louis  XII.  and  Francis  I.,  who 
were  ufually  divided  into  three  chambers,  with  a view  of  reprefenting  the  three 
orders  of  the  community,  in  v/hofe  name  they  were  fuppofed  to  grant  fubfidies  ; 
the  application  to  particular  ftates  for  grants,  inftead  of  the  general  ones,  as 
was  done  by  the  dauphin  in  1356,  when  he  obtained  the  confent  of  Provence 
alone  ; &c.  • 

Another,  and  indeed  an  almoft  infallible,  mode  was  recurred  to,  particularly  of 
late  years;  that  of  deliberating  and  deciding  by  order Sy  and  not  by  the  total  amount- 
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of  votes ; for  the  nobility  Ind  clergy,  or  at  leafl:  a great  majority  of  them,  being 
devoted  to  the  court,  it  neceflarily  followed  that  their  two  chambers  concluded 
that  of  the  third-efcate  or  commons  *. 

The  flates-general,  fo  powerful  according  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of 
the  conftitution,  at  length  dwindled  into  fuch  infignificance,  that  the  queen-mo- 
ther, during  the  minority  of  Charles  IX.,  being  jealous,  like  our  Elizabeth,  of 
their  debates  relative  to  “ ftate  matters,”  aftuuily  alked  for,  and  obtained,  a de- 
cree from  the  council,  prohibiting  the  deputies  from  intermeddling  in  the  affairs 
of  government : Mezeray  indeed  obferves,  with  fome  degree  of  indignation,  that 
from  the  time  of  John  they  had  done  nothing  but  grant  fubfidies. 

It  is  a fact,  however,  no  lefs  fuigular  than  interefting,  that  the  expences  of  that 
very  army  wliich  made  the  late  monarchs  of  France  independent  of  the  flates- 
general  for  near  two  centuries,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  immenfe  debt  that  ren- 
dered their  convocation  in  1789  In  a great  meafure  inevitable  : neither  ought  it 
to  be  omitted,  that  a confeioufnefs  of  their  ufurpatlon  over  this  body  appears  at 
particular  times  to  have  adluated  fome  of  the  mofl  tyrannical  kings  who  have  ever 
governed  France;  for  Charles  VII.  and  Louis  XL,  according  to  both  Mezeray 
and  Commines,  advifed  their  fons  to  levy  no  more  fubfidies  than  had  been  granted 
by  the  ftates ; and  even  Louis  XIV.  feems  to  have  entertained  fcruples  about 
the  edidb  concerning  the  tenths. 

Philip  de  Commines,  who  wrote  his  Memoirs  in  the  time  of  Charles  VIII.,  was 
fo  impreffed  with  the  idea  that  the  people  alone  could  grant  taxes,  that  he  afks, 
“ if  there  be  any  king  or  prince  upon  earth  who  has  power  (unlefs  it  be  from 
his  own  domains)  to  ralfe  one  penny,  but  by  the  confent  of  the  fubjedl  who  is  to 
pay  it,  without  recurring  to  tyranny  and  violence  ?”  And  Hotoman,  in  his  cele- 
brated work,  written  in  1573,  after  mentioning  that  even  during  the  tyrannical 
reign  of  Louis  XI.  thirty-fix  curators,  or  guardians  of  the  commonwealth,  were 
chofen  for  the  purpofe  of  enquiring  into  and  redreffing  grievances,  concludes 
thus  : “ Upon  the  whole,  it  Is  evident,  that  it  is  not  yet  a hundred  years  complete 
fmee  the  liberties  of  Franco-Gallia,  and  the  authority  of  its  annual  general  council^ 


* The  duke  of  Luxembourg,  prefident  of  the  noblejfe,  faw  the  effeift  of  this  when  he  ad- 
vifed the  king  not  to  permit  the  union  of  the  three  orders  : “ Votre  majeite  n’ignore  pas  quel 
degre  de  puiiTance  I’opinion  publique  & les  droits  de  nation  decernent  a fes  reprefentans ; 
elle  eft  telle,  cette  puiflance,  que  I’autorite  fouveraine  elle-meme  dont  vous  etes  revetu  dc- 
meure  comme  muette  en  fa  prefence.  Ce  pouvoir  fans  bornes  exifte  avec  toute  fa  plenitude 
dans  les  etats-generaux,  de  quelque  matiere  qu’ils  foient  compotes  ; mais  lettr  divifton  en  trois 
charnbres  enchaine  leur  aBion  conferve  la  votre.  Rcunis,  il  ne  connoiffent  point  de  maitre  ; 
divifes,  ils  font  vos  fujetsf 
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flourlftied  in  full  vigour,  and  were  exerted  againfl  a king  of  ripe  years  and  great 
underftanding ; for  he  was  then  above  fifty,  and  of  fuch  admirable  parts,  that  none 
of  our  princes  have  equalled  him.  So  it  may  be  eafily  perceived,  that  our  com- 
monwealth, which  was  at  firft  founded  and  eftablifhed  upon  the  principles  of 
liberty,  maintained  itfelf  in  the  fame  free  and  found  ftate  (even  by  force  of  arms), 
againfl;  all  the  power  of  tyrants,  for  more  than  eleven  hundred  years.” 

Enough  has  been  faid  to  prove  that  France  poflelTed  a mixed  or  limited  govern- 
ment, long  anteriour  to  the  Revolution  of  1789. 

B.  Introdudion^  page  Ivil. 

It  feems  evident  that  all  the  parliaments  of  the  kingdom  were  modelled  after 
that  of  Paris,  either  during  the  reign  of,  or  poileriour  to  the  time  of,  Philip  le  Bel ; 
thof  eof  Bourdeaux  and  Burgundy  were  inftituted  by  Louis  XI.  in  1462  and 
'1476 ; thofe  of  Rouen  and  Aix  by  Louis  XII.  ; and  that  of  Britanny  by  Henry  II. 

But  refpefting  the  mother-parliament,  as  it  may  be  termed,  it  is  not  fo  eafy 
to  trace  its  origin  ; for  although  Louis  XVI.,  in  the  courfe  of  his  difputes  with 
that  aflembly,  marked  the  epoch  at  which  the  other  tribunals  were  firft  called  into 
exiftence,  yet  he  declined  that  talk  refpedling  this  auguft  body,  which,  according 
to  fome,  cxifted  in  the  times  of  Pepin’and  Charlemagne.  Certain  it  is,  that  the 
court  of  peers,  which  conftituted  a part,  was  known  at  an  early  period  of  the 
monarchy.  Hotoman  aflerts  that  this  tribunal  was  created  by  the  kings  of  the 
Capetian  race,  and  on  purpofe  to  diminiflr  the  authority  of  the  ftates-general. 

Although  a great  enemy  to  this  Inftitution,  he  however  allows  it,  among  others, 
to  pofTefs  the  following  privilege,  which  fully  juftifies  that  body  in  its  ftrenuous 
oppofition  to  the  undue  exercife  of  the  royal  prerogative  : “ that  none  of  the 
king’s  edi£ls  ftiould  have  any  effeft,  unlefs  the  counfellors  of  parliament  had  ad- 
vifed  and  approved  of  them.”  Franco-Gallia,  cap.  xxi.  Even  many  of  thofe  who 
doubted  the  right  of  refiftance  on  the  part  of  the  parliament  were  not  averfe  from 
beholding  any  power  invefted  with  the  means  of  bridling  the  royal  authority, 
v/hen  it  aimed  at  opprefllon  ; and  one  author  exprefsly  juftifies  it,  on  the  ground 
of  its  being  a lefs  evil  curbing  a greater  one  : “ Comme  le  defpotifm,  caufc  a la 
nature  humaine  des  maux  efiroyables,  le  mal  meme  qui  le  limite  eft  un  bien.” 

The  parliaments  of  France,  particularly  that  of  Paris,  exercifed  for  ages  great 
power  and  influence  ; and  if  it  was  originally  intended,  as  fome  of  the  French 
authors  aflTert,  to  be  an  inftrument  of  oppreifion  which  might  be  occafionally 
wielded  againfl;  the  people,  it  undoubtedly  failed  in  its  operation  ; for  it  frequently 
ferved  as  the  only  check  on  the  throne,  and  at  length  contributed  to  its  overthrow. 

Againft  fuch  a prince  as  Charles  XL,  who  had  notorioufly  violated  the  conftitu- 
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tion,  and  governed  by  means  of  foldiers  and  executioners,  It  was  Impoflible  to  op- 
pofe  the  authority  of  the  laws  ; but  on  his  death,  the  count  de  Meulanc,  one  of 
his  favourites,  better  known  by  the  name  of  Oliver  le  Diable,  which  an  hiftorlan 
fomewhat  quaintly  confiders  as  “ more  fultable  to  the  nature  of  the  bead,” 
was  tried  before  the  parliament  of  Paris,  and  executed  in  confequence  of  its  fen- 
fence  ; while  Doyac,  the  governour  of  Auvergne,  was  condemned  by  the  fame 
tribunal  to  lofe  his  ears  and  be  whipt. 

During  the  reign  of  Francis  1.  we  find  the  parliaments  a£l:ing  In  oppofition 
both  to  the  court  of  Rome  and  the  inclinations  of  the  reigning  monarch  ; and  not- 
withftanding  the  concordat  which  had  given  rife  to  this  difpute  was  regiftered,  it 
clearly  appears  to  have  been  done  by  an  exertion  of  abfolutc  authority. 

The  king’s  advocate  in  the  parliament  of  Provence  was  executed  in  confequence 
of  a fentence  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  during  the  reign  of  Henry  II. ; and  the 
puniflrment  of  a man  convicted  of  maflacring  the  proteftants,  as  well  as  the  refufal 
to  regifter  the  cruel  edidl  of  Chateau  Briand  againft  the  fame  fe£t,  contributed  to 
infpire  the  nation  with  a high  idea  of  its  power  and  juftice  ; nor  was  this  dimi- 
niflied  by  a fturdy  oppofition  to  the  guilty  minifters  of  the  fame  monarch. 

Under  Charles  IX.  we  find  the  parliament  aflerting  its  dignity,  and  boldly 
affirming,  in  the  prefence  even  of  this  king,  that  it  reprefented  the  ftates-general  of 
the  kingdom.  The  edi£I  iffiued  by  Henry  IV.  for  the  reftoration  of  thejefuits,  was 
oppofed  by  the  fame  body;  and  during  the  minority  of  Louis  XIV.  Mazarin  found 
it  refolute  in  the  refufal  to  record  certain  taxes,  which  were  at  once  odious  and 
burdenfome  to  the  people.  The  oppofition  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  and  thofe 
of  the  provinces,  to  the  defpotifm  of  Louis  XV.j  was  ftill  more  open,  regular,  and 
determined.  During  one  period  of  his  reign,  they  triumphed  over  the  king,  the 
clergy,  and  the  Jefuits  ; the  laft  of  whom,  chiefly  in  confequence  of  their  enmity, 
ceafed  to  exift  as  a body  corporate  in  France.  Towards  the  clofe  of  his  life,  the 
difputes  between  this  diflblute  prince  and  thefe  tribunals  were  again  revived  ; in 
confequence  of  which  new  ones  were  inftituted,  and  laws  proclaimed  rather  than 
enforced. 

When  Louis  XVI.  afeended  the  throne,  he  found  the  parliament  of  Paris  in 
exile,  and  was  forced  to  give  v/ay  to  the  current  of  publick  opinion,  and  iflue 
orders  for  its  reftoration.  His  majefty  was  anxious,  however,  to  circumferibe 
the  power  of  the  members,  and  render  their  remonftrances  unavailing  ; but  their 
authority  was  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  eafily  ffiaken,  and,  inftead  of  lying  pi-o- 
ftrate  before  the  power  of  the  crown,  they  feemed  to  arife  more  vigorous  after 
every  fall. 

On  the  difmiffion  of  the  firft  aflembly  of  notables^  the  crown  thought  proper  to 
recur  to  the  former  mode  of  raifing  money  by  means  of  the  prerogative  ; but  as  the 
ftamp  duty  conftituted  part  of  the  minifter’s  plan,  the  parliament  of  Paris  refufed 
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lo  reglfter  It,  and  a long  and  portentous  ftruggle  enfued,  in  which  the  men  of 
the  robe  difplayed  an  unufual  degree  of  eloquence  and  boldnefs,  as  may  be  feen 
from  the  following  declaration  : 

Remonjirance  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris^  prefented  to  his  Mofl  Chrifian  Majejly, 
againjl  the  declaration  of  a Stamp  Duty^  on  July  24,  1787. 

“ A mofl;  refpedlful  addrefs,  fire,  together  with  the  juft  alarms  of  the  nation, 
nas  been  humbly  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  by  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and 
faithful  parliament.  The  bare  propofal  of  a duty  on  paper  has  alarmed  every  in- 
dividual. After  a glorious  peace  of  five  years,  and  a progreffive  Increafe  of  at 
leaft  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of  livres  in  thirteen  years,  it  feems  as  if  the 
name  of  Impoft  were  never  to  come  out  of  a beneficent  monarch’s  mouth,  except 
in  rendering  it  lefs  onerous,  or  diminifliing  the  number  of  thofe  already  exifting. 
What  was  our  furprife  then,  fire,  when  we  were  told  that  new  taxes  were  pro- 
jedfing  by  the  notables ; and  that  a new  one,  of  a moft  diftreffing  kind,  was  to  be 
offered  for  the  approbation  of  parliament ! 

“ The  firft  reflection  that  naturally  occurs  at  the  very  mention  of  a new  duty, 
Is  to  enquire  into  the  actual  ftate  of  the  finances.  What  an  adminiftration  mu  ft 
the  laft  have  been,  if  the  evils  that  refulted  from  it  required  fuch  a defperate  re- 
medy ! Your  majefty  muft  remember  how  we  drove,  in  1784  and  1785,  to  give 
you  a faithful  pidture  of  the  real  fituation  of  the  ftate,  which  feemed  then  (or  your 
miniftry  endeavoured  to  make  it  appear  fo)  as  if  inclined  to  take  a turn  for  the 
beft  j but  the  truth  was,  that  the  ftate  was  more  involved  in  difficulties  than  ever. 
Your  parliament  then,  fire,  did  every  thing  in  their  power,  but  in  vain,  to  fet 
truth  in  its  cleareft  light : fome  of  your  minifters  had  too  great  an  intereft  to  con- 
ceal it  from  your  majefty;  al!  our  humble  remonftrances  proved  ufelefs;  and  there 
were  fome  of  your  council  who  went  fo  far  as  to  make  you  fufpedf  the  purity 
of  our  patriotick  intentions  : the  terrible  fituation  of  affairs,  however,  required  a 
fpeedy  and  efficacious  remedy.  The  notables,  affembled  by  your  majefty’s  orders, 
have  withdrawn  the  veil  that  covered  that  undermining  adminiftration  ; a dread- 
ful fpedlacle  preffinted  itfelf  to  the  eye  of  the  aftonifhed  nation  *,  an  immenfe 
deficiency  was  vifible  in  the  treafury ; and  every  body  haftened  to  propofe  the 
means  of  filling  it  up,  and  affording  a fpeedy  remedy.  How  grievous  to  your 
majefty’s  paternal  heart  muft  fuch  a difeovery  have  been  ! How  muft  your  afton- 
ifhment  and  forrow  have  increafed,  when  you  reflected  on  the  fatal  errors  in 
which  your  minifters  had  long  and  purpofely  kept  you  ! 

“ Such  is  the  confequerce,  fire,  when  the  choice  of  minifters  falls  on  perfons 
who  are  obnoxious  to  the  nation  in  genei'al : fuch  is  the  great  but  fad  example, 
that  teaches  monarchs  how  far  they  muft  refpedt  the  publick  opinion,  feldora  fu- 
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fceptlble  of  errour,  becaufe  men  united  together  rarely  give  or  receive  an  impreffion 
contrary  to  truth.  In  point  of  adminiftration,  fire,  the  pureft  hands  are  hardly 
pure  enough.  A firft  condefcenfion,  or  rather  a firft  wrong  ftep,  leads  to  a fe- 
cond ; no  bounds  can  circumfcribe  the  imprudent  minifter  -when  once  he  swerves 
from  his  duty  ; fucceflive  abufes  produce  an  utter  confufion,  and  a fatal  diforder ; 
the  deep  wounds  fixed  in  the  conftitution  demand  a remedy  *,  and  this,  even 
when  certain,  will  elFe61;  but  a flow  cure. 

“ O let  your  majefty  deign  to  paufe  a while  on  one  of  thcfe  falutary  refleflions, 
the  importance  of  which  has  been  acknowledged  by  all  good  monarchs  ! Evil 
may  happen  in  a Angle  inftant,  but  whole  years  are  fcarce  fufficient  to  repair  the 
misfortunes  it  caufes.  The  vices  of  an  adminiftration,  or,  which  is  the  inevitable- 
effecft:  of  them,  the  involuntary  errour  of  a juft  monarch,  will  forely  diftrefs  whole 
generations. 

“ It  is  not  your  parliament’s  intention,  fire,  to  grieve  your  majefty’s  moft  fen- 
fible  heart  by  expatiating  at  prefent  on  fo  affefting  a fubjc£t,  and  recalling  fo  un- 
pleafant  a thought ; but  it  takes  the  liberty  of  humbly  entreating  your  majeftjr 
to  weigh  often  thefe  important  refleddions,  in  fome  of  thofe  moments  when  you 
are  meditating  in  filence  on  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  your  fubjedbs.  It  be- 
hoves now  your  parliament  to  enter,  with  a noble  freedom,  upon  a fubjedl  pro-' 
pofed  by  your  majefty  yourfelf ; we  mean  the  projedbed  retrenchments  and  econo- 
mical fchemes.  We  earneftly  entreat  you,  fire,  to  be  on  your  guard  againft  the 
emotions  and  propenfities  of  your  tender  heart,  in  order  that  the  economy  already 
begun  may  continue,  and  thofe  reforms  adopted  and  fettled  be  of  conftant  dura- 
tion. When  a pure  and  enlightened  adminiftration  endeavours  to  eftablifli  certain 
principles  of  economy,  it  generally  meets  with  fome  ancient  cuftoms  that  feem  to 
have  been  long  attached  to  the  conftitution,  and  to  enjoy  the  right  of  prefcriplion. 
If  the  minifter  adbs  with  firmnefs,  he  is  immediately  blamed  for  his  imprudence  ; 
if  with  precaution,  the  world  will  cenfure  his  weaknefs  ; what  difiiculties  will  not 
then  in  fuch  a cafe  furround  the  monarch,  and  be  inceffantly  multiplying  about 
him  ? Courtiers  will  publickly  approve  of,  nay  applaud,  the  projected  reforms  j 
but  in  fecret  they  will  try  to  weaken,  and  even  prevent  their  efFe£l: ; all  means 
will  be  employed  to  deceive  him  ; it  is  then  that  art,  addrefs,  and  finefle,  appear 
in  a thoufand  diflerent  forms,  aftuated  by  the  moft  imperious  of  all  motives, 
perfonal  intereft  : the  fovereign,  thus  befet,  and  attacked  on  every  fide  by  claims^ 
fuits,  petitions,  See.  is  forced  to  liften  to  importunate  clamours,  and,  through  the 
goodnefs  of  his  heart,  often  grants  what  could  never  beobtained  through  his  juftice. 

The  moment  the  word  economy  is  mentioned,  it  echoes  through  the  room  ; the 
cunning  courtier  apparently  adopts  the  plan,  and  wifhes  to  be  numbered  among 
the  great  charafters  of  the  nation,  whofe  example  be  affefts  to  imitate  j but  he 
calculates  at  the  fame  time  how  long  the  economical  reform  may  fubfift,  and  how 
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he  may  render  abortive  the  retrenchments  that  dimlnifh  either  his  credit  or  his 
revenues  : all  expences  but  his  own  feem  fufceptible  of  diminution  : in  a vaft  ad- 
miniftration  the  weakeft  pretexts  are  eafily  tinged  with  the  colouring  of  reafon  ; 
and 'that  economy  which  has  been  fo  often  courted,  and  always  expected,  appears 
and  difappears  in  an  inftant,  leaving  a black  cloud  over  the  beautiful  countenance 
of  truth,  which  fome  faint  rays  had  begun  to  render  confpicuous. 

“ Thefe  reflexions,  fire,  written  in  the  annals  of  every  nation,  are  the  faithful 
hiftory  of  the  human  heart : never  could  the  meditation  on  them  be  more  intereft- 
ing  to  your  majefty  than  at  prefent,  for  the  application  fuits  exaXly'to  the  urgent 
circumflances  of  the  times.  The  more  vigour  and  firmnefs  your  majefty  will 
fhew  for  the  intended  reforms  and  falutary  refolutions,  the  more  difficulties  and 
obftacles  will  certainly  impede  the  way  : and  experience  may  perhaps  have  already 
proved,  that  the  perfons  interefted  in  thefe  economical  views  begin  to  hint  as  if 
the  propofed  fums  were  equivocal  and  precarious,  and  the  deduXIons  agreed  upon 
incompatible  with  old  cuftoms,  and  unlikely  to  laft  a long  time. 

“ It  is  in  your  majefty’s  power  to  enforce,  with  a laudable  perfeverance,  the 
order  that  muft  eftablifli  with  permanency  this  indifpenfable  reform.  Every  thing 
ftiould  undergo  the  ftriXeft  enquiry.  Your  majefty’s  juftice,  which  is  to  us  the 
fureft  and  moft  facred  pledge,  emboldens  your  parliament  to  lay  before  you,  with- 
out danger  of  Incurring  your  royal  difpleafure,  fome  of  thofe  remarks  and  obferva- 
tions  that  mull  naturally  have  recurred  to  you.  Had  you  known,  fire,  the  real 
ftate  of  your  finances,  no  doubt  you  would  not  have  undertaken  thofe  Immenfe 
edifices  that  are  now  building,  nor  made  fo  many  acquifitions  onerous  to  the  ftate  j 
you  would  not  have  permitted  fo  many  exchanges  of  the  crown  lands,  nor  grant- 
ed thofe  exceffive  liberalities  that  the  importunate  and  Intriguing  are  always  fure 
of  obtaining.  The  facility  of  acquiring  money  from  the  treafury  (the  fatal  bane 
of  all  adminiftrations)  would  never  have  been  fuffered  to  increafe  •,  for  It  expofes 
every  moment  the  fovereign  to  fome  dangerous  furprife  ; it  fquanders  fecretly  the 
publick  revenue  •,  and  can  never  overbalance,  with  its  pretended  utility,  the  great 
inconvenience  always  attending  it.  Your  majefty  would  certainly  never  have 
furrounded  Paris  with  fuch  a magnificent  wall ; to  fee  palaces  ereXed  for  your 
excife  officers  at  an  exorbitant  expence,  in  order  to  coincide  v/ith  the  view's  of  the 
farmers  general,  who,  in  expeXation  of  a precarious  and  diftant  gain,  expend 
annually  thofe  fums  that  ffiould  be  appropriated  to  wants  of  more  real  neceffity. 

“ All  thefe  fubjeXs,  fire,  and  many  others,  the  enumeration  of  which  would 
aftonifh,  are  fufceptible  of  amendment ; fome  require  a confiderable  diminution, 
others  an  entire  fuppreflion.  But  it  is  not  the  total  only  of  each  department  that 
ffiould  be  properly  diminiffied  ; every  part  of  it  ffiould  be  fcrupuloully  examined, 
and  divefted  of  all  its  fuperfluous  charges  ; it  ffiould  be  reduced  to  the  fimple  and 
sbfolute  neceflary  expence  : in  fo  doing  your  majefty  might  eafily  double  the  in- 
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tended  reform  of  the  forty  millions  of  livres,  and  this  might  then  prove  a real 
relief  to  your  fufFering  fubje£ts. 

“ There  are  honourable  economies,  fire,  that,  far  from  dimlnilhing  the  fplen- 
dour  of  a throne,  add  luftre  and  dignity  to  it.  Majefty  itfelf  may  fubmit  to  pri- 
vations. The  fovereign  is  always  great  when  his  fubjedls  are  happy  j and  the 
fight  of  happinefs  fpread  over  a whole  people  is  fo  pompous  and  brilliant,  that 
it  commands  publick  admiration  and  univerfal  applaufe. 

“ Thefe  diminutions,  fuppreffions,  reforms,  and  economies,  fo  often  follcited 
by  your  parliaments,  demanded  by  the  notables,  and  promifed  to  their  fpirited 
and  juft  perfeveranee,  are  wlflied  for  and  expedbed  every  day  by  the  unhappy 
hufbandman,  whofe  tears  bedew  the  very  field  that  contributes  to  fo  many  ufe- 
lefs  expences  before  it  has  furnilhed  the  neceflary  fubfiftence  to  the  perfon  who 
fowed  it,  for  the  maintenance  of  himfelf  and  family,  and  who,  deprived  of  the 
common  necelTarles,  Is  forced  to  take  from  his  poverty  itfelf  wherewith  to  furnifh 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate. 

“ Thefe  unhappy  beings,  fire,  Frenchmen  by  birth,  and  men,  have  a double 
light  to  enjoy  their  facred  property,  even  In  the  bofom  of  indigence ; but  as  they 
cannot  claim  it  themfelves  at  your  majefty’s  feet,  let  their  claims  and  their  rights 
be  ever  prefent  before  you  ; let  their  plaints  find  their  way  to  the  throne,  and 
reach  your  royal  perfon  ; let  them  hear  your  gracious  anfwer ; and  let  them 
know  that  your  majefty’s  goodnefs  and  juftice  are  the  fureft  fupporters  they  can 
hope  to  find  near  the  throne. 

“ The  French  never  confult  any  intereft  infeparable  from  the  throne  ; they  are 
always  blefled  by  their  fincere  attachment  to  their  monarch  : in  their  fervent 
zeal  and  enthufiaftick  emotions  for  the  royal  caufe,  they  have  been  capable  of  the 
greateft  facrifices,  and  they  may  fancy  the  ways  and  means  of  the  nation  as  un- 
bounded as  their  affedlion.  Thefe  ways  and  means,  thei'efore,  muft  be  carefully 
managed,  and  ufed  at  proper  times.  It  fnould  be  likewlfe  confidered,  that  the 
contributions  proceeding  from  the  impofts  granted  to  the  monarch  are  only  in- 
tended as  fubfidies  to  the  ftate  -,  and  that  the  fovereign  is  but  the  diftributor  of 
whatever  is  not  employed  for  the  publick  weal,  which  naturally  belongs  to  thofe 
w'ho  co-operate  in  levying  the  contributions  ; and  If  they  are  diverted  from  their 
chief  and  primitive  intent,  their  fertile  fource  will  foon  become  infufficient,  and 
in  a flrort  time  exhaufted ; particularly  if  the  expences  increafe  in  proportion  to 
the  receipt. 

“ All  kinds  of  impofts  ftiould  be  proportioned  to  the  necefiary  w^ants  of  the 
nation,  and  end  with  them.  Each  citizen  contributes  part  of  his  property,  for 
the  fake  of  maintaining  publick  fafety  and  private  tranquillity.  The  people,  on 
fuch  principles,  founded  on  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  confirmed  by  reafon, 
fhould  never  increafe  their  contributions  but  when  the  expences  of  the  ftate 
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have  undergone  all  the  favings,  alterations,  and  retrenchments  they  are  capable 
of.  It  I is  for  this  reafon,  therefore,  that  your  parliament,  'fire,  looks  upon  the 
duty  on  ftampt  paper  as  entirely  oppofite  to  thcfe  primitive  notions.  It  would 
afFe£l:  the  private  tranquillity,  by  neceflarily  opening  a way  to  errours,  and  there- 
by would  prove  far  more  dangerous  than  the  gahelle  (duty  on  fait,  a kind  of  ex- 
cife),  which  was,  as  has  been  feen,  liable  to  numerous  frauds.  The  moft  exa£l:  and 
habitual  attention  could  hardly  be  fufficient  to  dlftinguifli  the  numberlefs  ftampt 
papers  that  are  to  ferve  for  each  refpetftive  a£l;  of  juftice  or  common  tranf- 
adlion. 

What  miftakes  will  not  the  greateft  part  of  our  fubje£ls  be  liable  to,  by  in- 
terchanging thefe  papers,  and  making  ufe  of  the  one  for  the  other  ? Many 
writings,  by  fuch  involuntary  faults,  may  appear  counterfeited  in  the  eye  of 
juftice  ; and  the  unwary  individual  will  find  himfelf  daily  expofed  to  pay  exorbi- 
tant fines,  or  to  encounter  difagreeable  and  heavy  fults  at  law. 

“ Such  a duty,  fire,  is  likewife  incompatible  with  publick  fafety ; as  It  would 
deeply  wound  mutual  confidence,  which  is  the  fure  foundation  of  it.  Indi- 
viduals would  be  afraid  of  producing  unftampt  bills  or  notes  before  a tribunal ; 
and  In  this  age,  where  there  are  fuch  frequent  inftances  of  perfons  taking  all 
forts  of  advantages,  and  commencing  or  prolonging  vexatious  and  never-ending 
fuits,  a wife  legiflator  ftiould  be  very  careful  not  to  introduce  new  fubje£ls  of 
chicanery.  Befides,  our  publick  truft,  fire,  and  our  national  dignity,  abfolutely 
forbid  the  introduction  of  fuch  a dangerous  duty. 

“ The  moment  a declaration  is  iflued,  which  is  generally  vicious  in  almoft  all 
its  difpofitions,  a feducing  facility  of  extending  its  meaning  or  duration  offers 
itfelf,  and  pretences  are  not  wanting  for  impofing  plaufibly  on  the  publick.  Ex- 
perience furnlflies  us  with  too  many  examples.  The  two  fous  and  the  eight 
fous  per  livre  for  inftance,  the  fecond  warrant  for  the  poll-tax,  and  fo  many 
other  inventions,  which  the  fertile  genius  of  financiers  has  imagined,  and  is 
never  at  a lofs  to  find  on  purpofe  to  overcharge  the  fubje£l:s,  are  but  a con- 
tinuation and  extenfion  of  a duty,  fimple  in  its  origin  •,  and  fuch  an  extenfion, 
fire,  is  often  divefted  of  any  legal  authority,  and  only  collected  in  virtue  of  the 
minlfter’s  mandate. 

“ Without  mentioning,  fire,  the  multiplicity  of  marks,  precautions,  and  fines, 
annexed  to  and  attending  the  duty  on  ftamped  paper,  it  is  certain  that  it  would 
caufe  a delay  in  publick  and  private  bufinefs,  and  obftru£t  the  common  daily 
tranfadtions.  All  delay  is  dangerous,  and  all  obftrudllon  muft  produce  a delay. 
A bill  of  exchange,  improperly  ftampt,  would  be  liable  to  a fine  j the  fine  muft 
be  paid  immediately  by  the  poffeffor  of  the  bill ; he  therefore  would  be  obliged 
to  advance  the  fum  for  the  fine,  pay  inftead  of  receive,  and  be  out  of  his  money 
till  the  expiration  of  his  unlucky  bill.  He  would  be  a fufferer  for  other  perfons’ 
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faults,  and  fuch  faults  might  bs  renewed  In  one  and  the  fame  day,  In  the  very 
fame  hour  ; his  payments  mull  be  affedled  by  it,  and  his  credit  called  in  queftion. 
Thence  miftruft  and  doubts  will  neceflarily  arife ; and  you  know,  fire,  that  there 
fubfifts  a kind  of  chain  In  the  courfe  of  exchanges,  that  ftrongly  binds  all  the 
commercial  parts  of  mankind  in  the  known  world.  Our  trading  towns  would 
lofe,  in  the  eyes  of  a foreigner,  that  level  and  advantage  they  were  wont  to 
enjoy.  In  fhort,  were  not  fuch  a duty  extremely  onerous  in  itfelf,  its  unlimited 
duration  mull  caufe  a general  alarm.  We  have  often  feen  taxes,  limited  till 
fuch  a time,  prolonged  even  after  the  intention  of  the  fupply  had  been  amply 
fulfilled  ; but  we  did  not  expe£l  to  fee  one  that  is  to  laft  perpetually,  at  the 
very  time  when  a certain  period  was  mentioned  for  diminifhing  the  national 
debt. 

“ Lewis  XIV.  eftablifhed  the  poll  tax  in  1 G95,  and  the  tenth  in  1 710.  The  mlf- 
fortunes,  the  heavy  Ioffes,  fuftained  towards  the  latter  end  of  his  reign,  and  the 
invafion  of  the  kingdom,  made  him  attempt  a ftep,  the  fuccefs  of  which  he  very 
much  doubted  in  his  own  mind.  That  great  monarch,  finding  himfelf  obliged  to 
impofe  fuch  a duty,  feemed  to  have  been  doubtful  whether  he  had  a right  to  lay 
it ; and  If  parliament  then  thought  it  their  duty  to  have  it  regiftered,  it  was  be- 
caufe  the  contribution  was  to  lafl  but  a fhort  time  ; it  was  chiefly  becaufe  the 
exigencies  of  the  flate  feemed  to  require  a fpeedy  redrefs  : had  it  not  been  for 
thefe  fubftantial  reafons,  fire,  Lewis  XIV.  would  have  owned  ‘ that  it  was  the 
nation  alone,  reunited  in  the  three  general  ftates,  that  can  give  the  neceflary  con- 
fent  for  eflablifhing  a perpetual  tax — that  parliament  was  never  invefled  with 
fuch  a power  j and  that,  charged  by  the  fovereign  to  announce  his  will  to  the 
people,  they  never  had  been  charged  by  the  people  to  reprefent  them  fo  im- 
plicitly.’ * 

“ This  is  what  your  refpeftful  parliament  now  takes  the  liberty  of  mentioning 
to  your  majefty  ; and,  penetrated  with  this  truth,  alarmed  at  the  enormous  de- 
ficiency, and  flruck  with  the  deplorable  diforders  that  have  produced  it,  and 
might  render  it  perpetual,  they  wifh  very  much  to  fee  the  whole  nation 
affembled,  before  they  regifter  any  new  impoft.  The  nation  alone,  thus  af- 
fembled,  and  inftru£led  In  the  true  ftate  of  the  finances,  may  extirpate  the  great 
abufes  that  are  exifting  at  prefent,  and  offer  refources  to  obviate  them  in 
future. 

“ ’TIs  for  you,  fire,  that  the  honour  is  referved  of  renewing  thofe  national 
affcmblies  which  render  the  name  of  Charlemagne  fo  great  and  illuflrious  ; af- 
femblies  that  repaired  all  king  John’s  difaftrous  calamities,  and  concurred  with 
parliament  to  re-eftablifli  Charles  VII.  on  the  throne.  All  the  world  is  con- 
vinced now  of  the  truth  of  this  maxim — that  nt^ery  generally  accompanies  mif- 
truft  and  iveaknefs;  that  the  greater  authority  is,  the  more  confidence  and  candour 
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it Jliould  infpire — and  that  in  trnjling  the  provincial  ajfemblies  "with  part  of  the  admini-^ 
Jlratioiiy  injlead  of  •weahening  it,  would  enlighten  and  render  it  more  adlive.  Your 
notables,  fire,  fo  wifely  fele£l:ed  by  your  majefty,  have  alTifted  the  throne  with 
their  counfels,  and  unveiled  the  long-hidden  countenance  of  truth,  which  you 
were  determined  to  fee.  How  happy  are  now  the  members  of  this  aflembly  in 
prefenting  you,  fire,  with  the  efFufions  of  truth  they  ftrongly  feel  in  their 
hearts  ! Tdhe  monarch  of  France  can  never  be  fo  great  as  when  fur  rounded  by  his 
happy  fubjedls  : he  has  nothing  to  fear  but  the  excefs  of  their  attachmejit : he  has 
no  other  precaution  to  take  but  to  be  upon  his  guard  againjl  ijfuing  orders  that  may 
be  beyoftd  their  power  to  accompUfo.  By  a perfect  union  between  the  fovereign 
and  the  people,  each  party  will  be  a gainer,  and  a monarch  can  never  err 
in  following  the  fteps  of  the  hero  of  the  fecond  race,  who  forced  from  the 
unanimous  lips  of  admiring  Europe  the  name  of  Great,  which  he  certainly  de- 
ferred by  protedling  juftice  and  his  people  with  the  fame  arm  that  flruck  ter- 
rour  to  his  enemies ; nor  thofe  of  Charles V.  whom  pofterity,  the  impartial  judge 
of  kings,  has  dignified  with  the  title  of  Wife  ; nor  thofe  of  Lewis  XII.  who 
in  one  of  thofe  afiemblies  had  the  fweet  fatisfadlion  of  hearing  himfelf  pro- 
claimed the  Father  of  his  People  •,  nor  thofe  in  (hort  of  Henry  IV.  whofe  name, 
ftill  fo  cherifhed  by  the  French,  is  an  honour  to  humanity,  and  daily  receives  from 
our  grateful  hearts  a copious  tribute  of  tears. 

“ Y our  parliament,  fire,  waiting  with  impatience  for  the  happy  and  wifhed- 
for  moment  when  a juft  monarch  will  deign  to  fpread  his  benign  influence 
over  a faithful  nation,  and  grant  their  requefts,  moft  refpefifully  intreat  your 
majefty  to  recal  and  annul  the  declaration  of  the  ftamp-duty,  as  altogether  in- 
compatible witli  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  ; a duty  that,  were  it  to  be  en- 
forced, would  caufe  univerfal  difcontent  and  forrow  to  all  the  nation,  and  the 
name  only  of  which  has  fpread  a general  alarm  through  the  kingdom.” 

The  king  had  now  recourfe  to  the  expedient  of  a bed  of  juftice ; but  this 
meafure  was  oppofed  by  a new  remonftrance,  in  confequence  of  which  the  mem- 
bers were  banifhed  to  Troyes  in  Champagne  ; but  a compromife  foon  after  took 
place,  and  they  were  allowed  to  return. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  year,  his  majefty  propofed  another  loan, 
and  infilled' on  its  being  regiftered  In  his  prefence,  without  fulfilling  the  promife 
he  had  made,  of  hearing  the  debate  that  enfued,  or  even  recurring  to  the  ufual 
formality  of  counting  the  votes  ; this  produced  an  unexpe£led  oppofition  on  the 
part  of  the  firft  prince  of  the  blood,  and  his  fubfequent  banifhment,  as  well  as 
that  of  two  other  members. 

The  three  following  addrelTes  were  prefented  to  the  king,  in  confequence  of 
thefe  events,  and  produced  a confiderable  fenfation  not  only  throughout  the  na- 
tion, but  over  all  Europe. 
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“ The  Addrefs  of  the  Firjl  Prefident  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  to  his  AIoJl  Chrijlian 
Majefy,  at  Verfailles,  on  the  exile  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  two  Counfellors  of 
the  Parliament. 

“ Sire, 

“ Your  parliament  is  come  In  obedience  to  your  orders.  It  has  this  morning 
been  informed,  at  the  opening  of  the  fitting,  that  a prince  of  your  auguft  blood 
has  incurred  your  difpleafure,  and  that  two  counfellors  of  your  court  are  deprived 
of  their  liberty.  Your  parliament,  in  confternatlon,  humbly  fupplicates  your  ma- 
jefty  to  reftore  to  the  prince  of  your  blood,  and  to  the  two  magiftrates,  the  liberty 
which  they  have  loft,  having  in  your  prefence  freely  declared  what  their  duty  and 
confclences  didlated,  in  a fitting  wherein  your  majefty  had  announced  that  you 
came  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  aflembly  by  a plurality  of  fuffrages.” 

“ His  Mof  Chrijlian  Majeffs  Anfiuer. 

“ When  I put  away  from  my  perfon  a prince  of  my  blood,  my  parliament 
ought  to  believe  that  I have  very  ftrong  reafons  for  fo  doing.  I have  punifhed 
two  magiftrates  with  whom  I ought  to  be  diflatisfied.” 

“ The  fecond  Addrefs  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris  to  his  Mojl  Chrijlian  Majejly  on 
the  fame  fuhjedi,  Nov.  23,  1787. 

“ Sire, 

“ The  publick  affli£l:Ion  has  preceded  your  parliament  at  the  foot  of  the  throne. 
‘Pile  firft  prince  of  your  blood  is  exiled,  two  magiftrates  of  your  parliament  are 
imprifoned  by  your  orders  : the  errours  of  this  auguft  prince,  the  crime  of  thefe 
two  magiftrates,  are  unknown  to  us.  It  cannot  have  been  a crime  to  fpeak  the 
truth  in  the  prefence  of  your  majefty.  Your  majefty  came  among  us  to  de- 
mand our  free  fuffrages  : to  give  them  on  every  occafion  is  the  right  and  duty  of 
your  parliament,  and  the  intereft  of  your  majefty  to  hear  them.  It  is  true,  the 
keeper  of  the  feals  exprefled  the  fentiments  of  your  majefty  ; but  our  counfel  to 
you  would  no  longer  come  from  the  fanftuary  of  truth,  if  reftrained  by  the  terrour 
of  offending.  If  the  duke  of  Orleans  Is  guilty,  we  are  alfo.  It  was  worthy  the 
firft  prince  of  your  blood  to  reprefent  to  your  majefty,  that  you  was  transforming 
a meeting  of  the  parliament  into  a bed  of  juftice.  This  declaration  has  but  an- 
nounced our  fentiments  ; his  feelings  have  judged  of  ours  ; and  if  by  the  effefl 
of  that  concord,  which  nothing  can  deftroy,  between  the  wlfhes  and  the  duty  of 
your  parliament,  the  duke  of  Orleans  has  fhewn  a courage  worthy  his  birth  and 
rank,  he  has  no  lefs  manifefted  a heart  zealous  for  your  glory.  In  fa£l:,  fire,  fo- 
reigners cannot  conceive,  pofterity  will  not  believe,  that  we  could  be  expofed  to 
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any  danger  in  telling  your  majelly  that  truth  which  you  have  demanded  in  perfon. 
Your  prefence  has  ever  been  accompanied  with  favour ; mull  it  henceforth  pro- 
duce fear  and  afflidlion  ? A bed  of  juftice  would  be  lefs  terrible  than  a fitting  of 
parliament ; and  our  loyalty  to  your  majefty  would  fupprefs  our  voices,  were  our 
confidence,  encouraged  by  yourfelf,  no  other  than  the  fignal  of  our  exile  and  im- 
prifonment.  And  what  imprifonment,  fir  ? Honour  and  humanity,  as  well  as 
juftice,  tremble  at  it : the  bafeft  men  have  laid  hands  on  the  perfon  of  one  of  your 
magiftrates  ; his  houfe  has  been  befieged ; inftruments  of  the  police  have  driven 
away  his  family.  It  was  by  prayers  and  entreaties  to  thofe  ungracious  men,  that 
he  was  permitted  to  fee  his  wife,  his  children,  and  his  fifters,  on  his  departure. 
They  have  forced  him  away  without  a fervant ; and  that  magiftrate  who  on  Mon- 
day thought  himfelf  under  the  perfonal  protedlion  of  your  majefty,  is  gone  to  a 
diftant  prifon,  unattended  but  by  three  men,  the  devotees  of  arbitrary  power. 
The  fecond  of  thefe  magiftrates,  feized  by  your  orders,  though  treated  in  his  own 
houfe  lefs  cruelly  than  the  other,  has  neverthelefs  been  conftrained  to  depart  with 
a fever,  and  threatened  with  an  inflammatory  diforder,  to  a place  where  life  is  a 
continual  punifhment.  His  dwelling  is  a rock  ; his  prifon  beat  by  the  waves  of 
the  fea,  the  air  he  breathes  unwholefome,  all  alTiftance  is  remote ; and  your  majefty 
without  wilhing  it,  without  knowing  it,  in  figning  the  order  of  imprifonment,  has 
perhaps  figned  that  of  his  death.  If  exile  is  the  recompence  of  the  fidelity  of  the 
princes  of  your  blood,  if  outrages  and  captivity  threaten  the  uprightnefs  of  the  firft 
magiftrates  of  the  kingdom,  we  may  afk  ourfelves  with  terrour  and  grief,  what  will 
become  of  the  laws,  the  publick  liberty,  the  national  honour,  and  the  manners  of 
your  majefty’s  fubjedts  ; thofe  manners  fo  mild,  fo  neceflary  to  be  preferred  for 
the  common  intereft  of  the  throne  and  of  the  people.  Such  defigns,  fire,  are  not 
in  your  heart ; fuch  examples  are  not  the  principles  of  your  majefty.  They  arife 
from  another  fource.  Your  parliament,  fire,  moft  humbly  befeeches  your  majefty, 
as  you  value  your  glory,  your  high  renown,  to  remove  thofe  afflidting  counfels,  to 
confult  and  liften  only  to  your  own  heart ; and  then,  juftice  with  humanity,  en- 
couraged by  the  return  of  the  firft  prince  of  your  blood,  and  by  the  releafe  of  the 
two  magiftrates,  will  begin  to  efface  an  example,  which  would  end  by  a deftruc- 
tion  of  the  laws,  the  degradation  of  the  magiftracy,  univerfal  difcouragement,  and 
the  triumph  of  the  enemies  to  the  honour  of  the  French.” 

“ The  third  Remonjlrance  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris  to  his  Mojl  Chrijlian  Majejlf 
on  the  fame  JuhjeEl  ; prefented  Dec.  10,  1787. 

“ Sire, 

“ Your  parliament,  the  princes  and  peers  of  your  realms,  being  feated,  have 
charged  us  with  the  commiffion  of  laying  at  the  foot  of  your  throne  their  moft 
refpedlful  reprefcntations  on  your  majefty’5  anfwer  to  their  fupplication. 
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“ Tlie  magiftracy  of  your  kingdom,  as  well  as  every  true  citizen,  are  equally 
aftoniflied  at  the  reproaches  it  contains,  and  the  principles  which  are  mani- 
feilcd  in  it. 

“ We  are,  however,  far  from  attributing  thofe  reproaches  to  the  perfonal  fen- 
tlments  v,diich  inlplre  your  majefly. 

“ Publick  decency  received  a fevere  wound  in  the  choice  of  the  executors  of 
your  orders.  If  the  crime  was  not  carried  to  the  perfonal  arreft  of  one  of  your 
magiftrates,  the  expofition  of  other  fadls,  far  from  being  exaggerated,  is  yet  in- 
complete ; and  your  parliament  may  add,  that  this  magiftrate,  whofe  houfe  was 
invefted  by  armed  men,  himfelf  delivered  up  to  the  agents  of  the  police,  like  a 
malefaftor,  faw  himfelf  reduced  to  the  humiliation  of  being  liable  to  the  fummons 
of  an  officer,  from  a fubmiffion  to  your  majefty’s  order. 

“ May  we  be  allowed,  lire,  to  reprefent  to  you,  that,  in  devoting  ourfelves  to 
the  publick  fervice  ; in  promifing  to  releafe  your  majefty  of  the  firft  duty  you  owe 
your  nation,  namely,  that  of  juftice  ; in  bringing  up  our  children  to  be  fubjecl 
to  the  fame  facrifices ; we  never  could  have  fuppofed  we  were  deftining  our- 
felves and,  our  children  to  the  misfortunes.  Hill  lefs  to  outrages,  of  fo  heinous 
a nature. 

* 

“ But  we  do  not  come  fo  much  to  claim  your  benignity,  as  the  proteftion  of 
the  laws.  It  is  not  to  your  humanity  alone  that  we  addrefs  ourfelves  ; it  is  not  a 
favour  which  your  parliament  folicits  ; it  comes,  fire,  to  demand  jujlice. 

This  juftice  is  fubje£t  to  regulations  independent  of  the  will  of  man — even 
kings  themfelves  are  fubfervient  to  them  *,  that  glorious  prince,  Henry  the  Fourth, 
acknowledged  he  had  two  fovereigns,  God  and  the  laws. 

“ One  of  thefe  regulations  is,  to  condemn  no  one  without  a hearing  ; it  is  a duty 
in  all  times,  and  in  all  places ; it  is  the  duty  of  all  men,  and  your  majefty  will 
allow  us  to  reprefent  to  you,  that  ft  is  obligatory  on  you  as  on  your  fubjefts. 

“ But  your  majefty  has  not  to  execute  this  fanftion,  and  your  parliament 
with  pleafure  brings  to  your  recolledlion  your  glorious  privileges,  that  of  fhewing 
mercy  to  condemned  criminals.  To  condemn  them  yourfeif  is  not  a fun£lion 
belonging  to  majefty.  This  painful  and  dangerous  talk  the  king  cannot  exercife 
but  through  his  judges.  Thofe  who  find  a pleafure  in  hearing  your  majefty  pro- 
nounce the  dreadful  word  of  punifhment ; who  advife  you  to  punifli  without  a 
trial,  to  punifti  of  your  own  accord,  to  order  exiles,  arrefts,  and  imprifonments  ; 
who  fuppofe  that  acls  of  rigour  are  compatible  with  a benign  difpofition ; equally 
force  a wound  to  external  juftice,  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  the  moft  confo- 
lating  prerogative  belonging  to  your  majefty. 

“ It  does  not  allow,  that  opinions  delivered  in  parliaments  fhould  be  confidered 
as  motives  for  your  rigour,  and  in  fome  meafure  a confolation  for  us.  But  if 
ftrong  reafons  fliould  adluate  you  to  the  exile  of  the  duke  of  Orleans— if  it  can 


APPENDIX. 


4-5'7 

be  called  a kindncfs  that  you  can  no  longer  leave  two  magiftrates  expofed  to  pe- 
rifh  in  diftant  prifons,  or  unwholefome  places — If  it  is  confidered  as  an  adt  of 
humanity  which  tempers  juftice,  in  releafing  them  from  fuch  a fituation — they 
muft  indeed  be  guilty  ! But  it  is  the  duty  of  your  parliament  to  judge  them, 
and  we  demand  only  that  their  crimes  fliould  be  publifhed. 

“ The  meaneft  of  your  fubjedls  is  not  lefs  interefted  in  the  fuccefs  of  our  re- 
clamations, than  the  firft  prince  of  your  blood  ; yes,  fire,  not  only  a prince  of 
your  blood,  but  every  Frenchman  punifhed  by  your  majelly,  and  efpecially  who 
is  punifhed  without  a hearing,  becomes  neceflarily  the  fubjedt  of  publick  alarm. 
The  union  of  thefe  ideas  Is  not  the  work  of  your  parliament : it  is  that  of  nature, 
it  is  the  voice  of  reafon,  it  is  the  principle  of  the  moft  wholefome  laws,  of  thofe 
laws  which  are  engraved  on  every  man’s  heart,  which  is  the  principle  of  yours, 
and  which  alTures  us  of  your  perfonal  approbation.  The  caufe  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  of  the  two  magiftrates,  is  then  without  our  con- 
fent ; and,  by  forcing  thofe  principles,  the  adf  of  the  throne,  whofe  only  found- 
ation is  juftice,  and  without  which  no  nation  can  be  happy. 

It  is  therefore  in  the  name  of  thofe  laws  which  preferve  empires,  in  the 
name  of  that  liberty  for  which  we  are  the  refpedtful  interpreters  and  the  lawful 
mediators,  in  the  name  of  your  authority,  of  which  we  are  the  firft  and  moft  con- 
fidential minifters,  that  we  dare  to  demand  the  trial  or  the  liberty  of  the  duke  of 
Orleans  and  the  two  exiled  magiftrates,  who  are  imprifoned  by  a fudden  order, 
as  contrary  to  the  fentiments  as  the  interefts  of  your  majefty.” 

At  length,  the  parliament  of  Paris  fubverted  their  own  power,  and  annihilated 
the  monarchy,  by  the  declaration  that  the  ftates-general  alone  could  grant  new 
impofts  *,  but  this  only  enraged  the  court,  which  was  preparing  a plan  for  the 
creation  of  new  tribunals,  intended  to  fuperfede  political  authority.  The  mi- 
Biftry  having  failed  in  the  attempt,  the  parliament  ordered  all  the  king’s  decrees 
on  this  fubje£l  to  be  publickly  burnt : it  foon  found  however  a much  more  for- 
midable rival  in  the  national  aflembly,  than  in  the  feeble  monarch  who  at  that 
period  fat  upon  the  throne. 


C.  IniroduSlion,  page  cxxix. 

This  alludes  to  the  anfwers  tranfmitted  by  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Turin,  &c. 
which  the  author  intended  to  have  publifhed  at  length,  but  has  been  prevented 
by  the  introduGion  of  more  interefting  documents. 
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D.  IntrodnSlioriy  page  cxl. 

A NOBLEMAN,  enabled  from  his  high  official  fituation  in  England  to  obtain 
the  moft  accurate  information  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  continent,  has  fo- 
lemnly  affured  me,  that  the  treaty  of  Pavia,  or  Pilnitz,  was  a mere  forgery.  Not- 
wlthftanding  fuch  refpe£l:able  authority,  a number  of  circumftances  feem  to 
militate  agalnll  this  affertion.  In  the  firft  place,  M.  Bertrand,  formerly  minifter 
of  the  marine  under  Louis  XVI.,  has  publickly  contended  for  the  exiftence  of 
this  celebrated  engagement ; and,  in  the  next,  the  authenticity  of  the  articles, 
which  firft  appeared  in  the  Leyden  Gazette,  was  never  denied  by  any  of  the 
courts  implicated  in  this  tranfa£tIon.  It  is  alfo  difficult  to  believe  that  the  war 
would  have  been  originally  undertaken,  without  certain  reciprocal  ftipulatlons; 
and  as  to  the  objection  on  the  fcore  of  interefted  and  felfiffi  motives,  that  muft 
be  allowed  to  have  vaniffied  long  fince,  as  it  now  appears  pretty  evident  that  no 
ftate  in  Europe  was  a£l:uated  by  the  confideratlon  of  morals  alone. 

Without  prefuming  however  to  decide  upon  this  fubjeft,  the  following  docu- 
ments are  fubmitted  to  the  perufal  of  the  reader. 

“ Subjlance  of  a Partition  Treaty  between  the  Courts  in  concert  ; concluded  and  fgned 
at  Paviay  in  the  Month  of  Julyy  1791. 

“ His  majefty  the  emperour  will  retake  all  that  Louis  XIV.  conquered  in  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands  •,  and  uniting  thofe  provinces  to  the  faid  Netherlands,  will 
give  them  to  his  ferene  highnefs  the  eIe£tor-palatine,  fo  that  thefe  new  poffeffions, 
added  to  the  palatinate,  may  hereafter  have  the  name  of  Auftrafia. 

“ His  majefty  the  emperour  will  preferve  for  ever  the  property  and  poffeffion 
of  Bavaria,  to  make  in  future  an  indivifible  mafs  with  the  domains  and  hereditary 
poffeffions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 

“ Pier  ferene  highnefs  the  archduchefs  Maria  Chriftina  Ihall  be,  conjointly 
with  his  ferene  highnefs  her  nephew  the  archduke  Charles,  put  into  the  hereditary 
poffeffion  of  the  duchy  of  Lorraine. 

“ Alface  ftall  be  reftored  to  the  empire  j and  the  bifiiop  of  Strafburgh,  as  well 
as  the  chapter,  Ihall  recover  their  ancient  privileges,  and  the  ecclefiaftical  fove- 
reigns  of  Germany  Ihall  do  the  fame. 

“ If  the  Swifs  cantons  confent  and  accede  to  the  coalition,  it  may  be  propofed 
to  them  to  annex  to  the  Helvetick  league  the  bilhoprick  of  Potentrul,  the  defiles 
of  Franche-Comte,  and  even  thofe  of  Tyrol,  with  the  neighbouring  bailiwicks, 
as  well  as  the  territory  of  Verfoy,  which  interfedls  the  Pays  de  Vaud. 

“ Should  his  majefty  the  king  of  Sardinia  fubfcribe  to  the  coalition,  le  Breffe, 
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]e  Bugey,  and  the  Pays  de  Gex  ufurped  by  France  from  Savoy,  fhall  be  reftored 
to  him. 

“ In  cafe  his  Sardinian  majefty  can  make  a grand  diverfion,  he  fhall  be  fufFered 
to  take  Dauphiny,  to  belong  to  him  for  ever,  as  the  neareft  defcendant  to  the 
ancient  Dauphins. 

“ His  majefty  the  king  of  Spain  fhall  have  Rouflillon  and  Bearn,  with  the 
ifland  of  Corlica,  and  he  fhall  take  pofTeflion  of  the  French  part  of  Saint 
Domingo. 

“ Her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias  fhall  take  upon  herfelf  the  in- 
vafion  of  Poland,  and  at  the  fame  time  retain  Kaminieck,  with  that  part  of  Pado- 
lia  which  borders  on  Moldavia. 

“ His  majefty  the  emperour  fhall  oblige  the  Porte  to  give  up  Choczim,  as 
well  as  the  fmall  forts  of  Servia,  and  thofe  on  the  river  Lurna. 

“ His  majefty  the  king  of  Prullia,  by  means  of  the  above-mentioned  invafion 
of  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  into  Poland,  fhall  make  an  acquifition  of 
Thorn  and  Dantzic,  and  there  unite  the  palatinate  on  the  eaft  to  the  confines  of 
Silefia. 

“ His  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  fhall  befides  acquire  Lufatia,  and  his  ferene 
highnefs  the  eleftor  of  Saxony  fhall  in  exchange  receive  the  reft  of  Poland,  and 
occupy  the  throne  as  hereditary  fovereign. 

“ His  majefty  the  prefent  king  of  Poland  fhall  abdicate  the  throne  on  receiving 
a fuitable  annuity. 

“ His  royal  highnefs  the  eleftor  of  Saxony  fhall  give  his  daughter  in  marriage 
to  his  ferene  highnefs  the  youngeft  fon  of  his  royal  highnefs  the  grand  duke  of 
all  the  Ruffias,  who  will  be  the  father  of  the  race  of  the  hereditary  kings  of  Po- 
land and  Lithuania. 

(Signed)  Leopold. 

“ Prince  Nassau. 

“ Count  Flor.  Blanca. 

“ Bischoffswerder.” 

Convention  betnveen  his  Majejly  the  Emperour  and  his  Prujfian  Majejly. 

[Said  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  princes.] 

“ His  majefty  the  emperour,  and  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia,  having  heard 
the  wifhes  and  reprefentations  of  monfieur  (the  French  king’s  brother)  and  the 
count  d’ Artois,  do  jointly  declare,  that  they  look  upon  the  actual  fituatlon  of  his 
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majefty  the  king  of  France  as  an  obje£l  of  common  concern  to  all  tlie  fovereigns 
of  Europe. 

“ They  hope  that  this  concern  will  be  participated  by  all  the  powers  from 
whom  affiftance  is  required  ; and  that,  in  confequence,  they  will  not  refufe  em- 
ploying, in  conjunftion  with  their  faid  majefties,  the  moll  efficacious  means  re- 
lative to  their  forces,  in  order  to  enable  the  king  of  France  to  confolldate  in  the 
moll  perfedl  liberty  the  balls  of  a monarchical  government,  fuitable  both,  to  the 
rights  of  fovereigns  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  French  nation. 

“ Then  and  in  this  cafe  their  faid  majefties,  the  emperout  and  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  are  determined  to  a£l  fpeedily  with  mutual  concord,  and  with  neceflary 
forces,  to  obtain  the  propofed  end  in  common. 

“ Meanwhile  they  will  give  to  their  troops  neceflary  orders  that  they  may  be 
ready  for  putting  themfelves  in  a ftate  of  adlivity.” 

“ PilnitZy  Augujl  27,  1791.” 

The  following  arc;  faid  to  be  the  fecret  articles  of  the  treaty  ligned  perfonally 
at  Pilnitz  by  the  emperour  and  king  of  Pruffia,  on  the  27th  of  Auguft,  1791. 

I.  To  undertake  in  concert  elFedlual  meafures  for  the  maintenance  of  treaties 
which  exift  with  France,  to  give  weight  to  th.e  reprefentations  yet  to  be  made 
to  that  nation,  and  to  invite  all  Europe  to  concur  therein  in  cafe  thefe  friendly 
reprefentations  Ihould  be  unprodudlive. 

II.  The  two  parties,  as  foon  as  poffible,  will  endeavour  to  bring  the  court  of 
Peterfburgh  into  their  delign  of  railing  the  houfe  of  Saxony  to,  the  fucceffion  of 
the  crown  of  Poland, 

III.  They  refpedlively  referve  to  themfelves  the  power  of  changing,  at  their 
pleafure,  any  of  their  prefent  or  future  acquilitlons,  obfervlng  in  thefe  changes 
the  extent  of  the  revenue,  and  likewife  the  conftitution  of  the  Germanick 
body.  And  in  confequence  they  will  treat  with  whomfoever  this  exchange  may 
concern. 

IV.  They  will  alfo  treat  refpedling  the  diminution  of  their  different  armies,  as 
foon  as  their  concerns  with  foreign  powers  will  admit. 

V.  His  Pruffian  majefty  promifes  to  the  archduke  Francis  his  vote  to  be  king 
ef  the  Romans,  and  likewife  that  he  will  not  oppofe  any  thing  that  may  be  pro ' 
vided  for  any  of  the  archdukes,  upon  condition  that  it  does  not  infringe  on  the 
Germanick  conftitution. 

VI.  In  return,  the  emperour  will  employ  his  good  offices  with  the  court  of 
Peterfburgh  and  the  republick  of  Poland  in  favour  of  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  pre- 
tenlions  to  the  cities  of  Thorn  and  Dantzick  ; but  again,  in  return>  his  imperial 
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majefty  experts  that  his  Pruflian  majefty  will  exert  himfelf  with  Britain  and  the 
ftates-general  of  the  United  Provinces  in  behalf  of  the  wifhed-for  modifications 
concluded  in  convention  at  the  Hague,  on  the  fubjedl  of  Belgick  affairs. 


E.  page  26. 

I ORIGINALLY  intended  to  have  publlfhed  this,  and  a variety  of  other  docu- 
ments ; but  I find  that  the  fize  of  the  volumes  would  have  been  unnecefTarily 
increafcd,  as  the  reader  will  find  them  already  printed  in  “ A Collection  of  State 
Papers,  relative  to  the  War  againft  France..” 
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F.  Page  390. 

Minutes  of  the  Operations  of  his  Majfy’s  Fleet  under  the  Command  of  the  EarlHo^vei 
betvieen  the  2?>th  May  and  2d  June,  1794. 

Signals  and  Observations. 

1794 

28th  May  . Wednefday  . S*’  O’"  A.  M.  One  of  the  ftiips  to  windward  made 

the  fignal  for  a ftrange  fleet  in  theW.S.W. 
which  was  anfwered  by  the  admiral,  and 
foon  after  he  made  the  fignal  to  prepare 
for  battle.  Made  every  preparation  in  obe- 
. dience  to  the  fignal. 

Q 15  Twenty- eight  fail  of  the  ftrange  fleet,  now 
difcovered  to  be  the  enemy,  were  counted 
from  our  maintopmaft  head  bearing  down. 
0 30  The  admiral  made  the  Bellerophon’s  fignal 

to  ftiorten  fail : the  enemy  appeared  forming 
in  order  of  battle  on  the  larboard  tack. 

10  20  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  78.  for  the 

fleet  to  tack  in  fucceflion,  the  headmoft  and 
weathermoft  fhips  to  tack  flrft;  or  the  fliip 
leading  the  van  firft,  and  the  other  in  fuc- 
ceflTion. 

11  0 The  fignal  that  the  ftiips’  companies  would 

have  time  for  dinner,  the  enemy  lying-to 
about  three  leagues  to  windward  with  the 
larboard  tacks  on  board  : frefti  gales  : the 
fhip  under  double-reefed  topfails,  courfes, 
and  ftayfails. 

0 25  P.  M.The  enemy  filled  their  topfails,  and  made 

fail,  keeping  their  wind  ; our  fleet  made  fail 
on  the  fame  tack. 

1 35  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  41.  for  the 

weathermoft  ftiips  to  attack  the  rear  of  the 
enemy. 

0 40  He  made  the  fignal  for  a general  chace;  N0.7. 

Made  all  poflible  fail  in  chace  as  per  fignal, 
the  enemy  carrying  a prefs  of  fail  to  wind- 
ward. 
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Signals  and  Observations. 

2tith  May  . Wednefday  . I*'  45”*P.M.  The  fignal  No.35.  for  (hips  to  engage  the 

enemy  as  they  came  up  with  them,  and  to 
take  fuitable  ftatlons  for  their  mutual  fup- 
port  in  fucceffion  ; the  enemy  now  appear- 
ed tacking  from  their  van  and  going  off  on 
the  {larboard  tack,  our  fleet  in  chace  car- 
rying a prefs  of  fail  againft  a heavy  head 
fea.  The  weather  fqually. 

2 37  The  fignal  No. 78.  for  the  fleet  to  tack  in  fuc- 

ceffion, the  headmofl  and  weathermoft  fhips 
to  tack  firft. 

0 45  The  admiral  made  the  Brunfwick’s  fignal  to 

tack. 

0 55  The  fignal  No.  78.  for  the  headmofl  {hips  to 

tack  firfl,  and  for  fhips  to  put  in  {lays  be- 
fore they  have  paffed  the  wake  of  their  rc- 
fpedlive  leaders.  Admiral  Pafley  in  the 
weather  line  began  firing  on  the  rear  of  the 
French  line  as  they  paffed  him. 

3 5 Tack’d  {hip  in  chace  and  paffed  to  leeward  of 

the  Queen  and  Royal  Sovereign,  who  had 
the  fignal  to  tack  Hill  flying.  Frefh  gales 
and  fqually. 

4 35  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  139.  for 

each  {hip  to  carry  a light,  and  to  repeat 
fignal  made  by  him  during  the  night,  but 
by  {hewing  the  fignal  lights  only,  and  while 
. thefe  are  abroad  the  con  fl  ant  light  to  be 

taken  in.  Frefh  gales  and  thick  weather  : 
admiral  Pafley’s  divifion  apparently  clofing 
with  the  enemy’s  rear. 

5 45  Admiral  Pafley  with  the  headmofl  fliips  of  our 

line  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  rear. 

6 9 The  Queen  Charlotte  made  the  fignal  No.  39. 

for  particular  fhips  to  attack  and  harafs  the 
rear  of  the  enemy,  or  fuch  part  thereof  as 
the  flrips  denoted  were  of  competent  force 
to  engage,  for  giving  an  opportunity  to  bring 
on  a general  action. 
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Signals  and  Observations. 

28tli  May  . Wednefday  . 6^  55"’  P.  M.  The  fignal  No.  41.  for  particular  flilps, 

as  before  denoted  by  fignal,  to  attack  the 
rear,  larboard,  or  lee  divifion  of  the  enemy: 
the  fleet  in  chace. 

7 5 The  fignal  No.  30.  to  keep  fight  of  the  enemy 

by  day  or  night,  for  leading  the  fleet  up 
to  them,  and  to  make  their  motions  known 
to  the  admiral  per  fignal. 

0 8 The  fignal  No.  1 2.  for  particular  fliips  denoted 

to  afllft  fliips  engaged  and  goingin  to  adfion 
(as  pointed  out  by  their  particular  fignals). 

0 20  The  fignal  No.  55.  for  the  fleet  to  form  in  line 

of  battle  a-head  and  a-ftern  of  the  admiral 
as  moft  convenient  from  the  then  accidental 
pofition  of  the  fhips,  without  regard  to  the 
fuccelfion  denoted  in  the  eftablifhed  form 
delivered.  Bore  up  and  formed  a-head  of 
the  Queen  Charlotte. 

0 32  The  fignal  to  recal  all  cruifers  : our  weather- 

moft  fhips  warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy’s 
rear. 

8 0 The  van  ftill  engaged,  the  Valiant  in  the  line 

a-head  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  the  reft  of 
the  fleet  a-ftern  and  on  the  lee  quarter,  car- 
rying a prefs  of  fail  to  get  into  their  ftations. 

9 10  All  firing  ceafed,  the  enemy’s  fhip  in  the  rear, 

a three-decker,  having  apparently  to  us  (after 
a fevere  conteft,  and  two  explofions  in  her 
tops)  furrendered.  In  our  ftation  leading 
the  line  a-head  of  the  admiral,  fhips  paffing 
a-head  and  to  leeward  of  us. 

29th  May  . Thurfday  . 5*’  O'"  A.  M.  In  our  ftation  in  the  line  a-ftern  of  the 

^ Queen,  carrying  a prefs  of  fail  to  get  up 

with  the  enemy,  whofe  lights  were  feen  all 
night  to  windward  of  us : hazy  weather 
with  a heavy  fea. 

. 6 , 40  The  fignal  No.  78.  for  the  fleet  to  tack,  the 

headmoftand  weathermoft  fhips  to  tackfirft. 
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Signals  and  Observations. 

40"’)  or  the  (hip  leading  the  van  firft,  and  the 
others  in  fucceflion. 

50  Tacked  (hip  in  chace  (per  fignal). 

53  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  34.  to  en- 
gage the  enemy,  and  to  pafs  between  them 
for  obtaining  the  weather-gage  ; but  the  dif- 
ferent captains  and  commanders  who  were 
not  able  to  effecl  the  fpecified  intention,  to 
be  at  liberty  to  acSt  as  circumftances  re- 
quire. 

10  The  fignal  No.  28.  that  the  fliips  of  the  fleet 
are  at  liberty  to  fire  upon  the  enemy,  though 
not  propofed  to  bring  them  to  a general 
a£bion  immediately ; their  line  crolTing  our 
van  to  windward  on  the  (larboard  tack. 

40  The  fternmoft  of  the  enemy’s  (hips  began  to 
fire  on  us,  and  the  three  (hips  a-head  of  us 
in  the  van ; but  foon  difeontinued  their  fire 
as  we  increafed  our  diftance  on  different 
tacks. 

45  The  admiral  made  the  Csefar’s  fignal  to  make 
more  fail. 

12  He  repeated  ditto. 

20  The  Ccefar  clued  up  her  maintopfail. 

25  The  enemy  wore  in  fuccelTion  from  their  van 
to  their  rear;  and  hauled  on  a wind  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  larboard  tack,  to  windward 
of  us. 

20  The  enemy  fired  on  us,  and  the  (hips  a-head. 

35  Engaged  with  the  enemy’s  van,  their  (liips 
carrying  fail  to  keep  the  weather-gage  of  our 
line. 

15  Still  engaged  with  the  enemy  ; the  admiral 
made  the  fignal  No. 78.  to  tack  ; the  head- 
moft.  and  weathermofl  fliips  to  tack  firft,  or 
the  fliip  leading  the  van  firft,  and  the  others 
in  fucceflion. 

The  admiral  made  the  fignal  to  annul  tlie  fore- 
going fignal  to  tack,  viz.  No.  78. 
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29th  May  . Thurfday  . 12'‘  7™  P.M.  The  fignalNo.78.  to  tack  in  fucceffion, 

the  headmoft  and  wcathermoft  fliip  to  tack 
fiift,  which  was  anfwered  by  us  and  the 
) fhips  a-head  in  the  van  : we  prepared  to  tack 

in  fucceffion. 

0 34  The  admiral  made  the  Caefar’s  fignal  to  tack> 

with  the  fignal  No.78.  to  tack  in  fucceffion 
ftill  flying ; the  Caefar  made  the  fignal  of 
inability,  but  foon  after  wore,  as  did  we 
and  the  Queen  and  RulTel  a-head  of  us  : 
hauled  to  the  wind  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  to 
enable  us  to  engage  more  clofely. 

O 40  Clofely  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  paffing  their 
line  on  the  ftarboard  tack  a-ftern  of  the 
Queen,  in  order  to  fupport  her  in  attempt- 
ing to  break  the  enemy’s  line  if  pradlicable. 

J 30  Clofely  engaged,  and  paffing  on  different  tacks 
with  the  enemy  a-ftern  of  the  Queen,  the 
Ruffelon  our  lee-quarter,  one  of  the  enemy’s 
fhips  in  paffing  us  ftruck  her  colours  ; her 
people  appeared  to  have  left  their  quarters, 
as  their  ramrods  and  fponges  were  left  in 
the  guns,  and  Ihe  appeared  for  fome  time 
afterwards  in  the  greateft  diforder,  until  one 
of  their  frigates  f ‘which  appeared  to  have 
been  a tvuo-decker  cut  dciunj  in  paffing  fired 
into  and  compelled  her  to  hoift  her  colours 
again  j however  fhe  did  not  fire  again  until 
their  van  bore  down  to  cover  her,  and  two 
other  of  their  fhips  which  were  difabled. 

0 50  Clofely  engaged  in  paffing  the  enemy  ; feveral 

of  their  fhips  much  difabled ; the  Queen 
Charlotte  broke  through  their  line  a-head  of 
their  four  fternmoft  fhips  firing  both  fides, 
and  raking  their  fhips  as  fhe  paffed ; fhe  then 
hauled  up  to  windward,  and  engaged  in 
paffing  a three-decker  which  was  keeping 
her  wind  from  their  rear : the  admiral  after 
paffing  her  immediately  made  the  fignal  to 
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(29th  May  . Thurfday  , 50“)  tack  ; we  made  every  preparation  to  obey 

the  fignal : the  Queen  on  our  lee-bow,  after 
having  fuftained  a heavy  fire  in  pafling  along 
and  attempting  to  cut  the  enemy’s  line,  ap- 
peared now  much  difabled,  as  did  the  Invin- 
cible ; the  Valiant  came  out  of  aftion  much 
cut  in  her  rigging,  and  preparing  to  tackfhip. 
Tacked  per  fignal  i the  admiral  and  feveral 
fhips  of  the  centre  and  rear  divifions  ftill 
engaged  ; the  enemy’s  van  having  wore,  ap- 
peared bearing  down  to  fupport  their  rear  ; 
feveral  of  them  had  already  run  in  between 
their  difabled  fiiips  and  our  rear,  and  were 
taking  them  in  tow;  the  Queen  wore,  being 
much_  difabled,  and  laid  her  head  towards 
the  enemy.  The  Invincible  made  the  fignal 
that  he  was  ready  to  renew  the  a£i;ion;  but, 
with  the  head  of  his  maintopmaft  gone, 
appeared  unable  to  tack. 

The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  7.  for  a 
general  chace  ; made  all  the  fail  we  could, 
agreeably  to  the  fignal ; feveral  fhips  ftill 
engaged  : the  greater  part  of  the  enemy’s 
line  had  now  bore  down,  and  were  forming 
a line  on  the  ftarboard  tack  to  leeward. 

The  fignal  No.  48.  to  form  the  line  on  the 
ftarboard  tack;  the  Glory  appeared  to  lee- 
ward pafling  along  the  enemy’s  line,  and  ex- 
changing broadfides  with  them,  which  fhe 
continued  as  fhe  pafled,  quite  to  their  rear. 
Wore  per  fignal,  to  form  on  the  ftarboard 
tack  ; fhips  ftill  engaged : fome  fhot  fired 
at  us  by  the  admiral. 

The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  35.  to  form 
in  his  wake  the  headmoft  and  weathermoft 
fhips  more  particularly  : he  hailed  and  or- 
dered the  Valiant  to  form  a-head  of  the 
Queen  Charlotte  ; made  fail  to  get  a-head 
•f  the  admiral.  Some  fhips  ftill  engaging. 
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29th  May  . Thurfday  . 0^*  55^  All  firing  ceafed,  the  enemy  wearing  to  lee- 
ward, and  going  off  towing  their  diiabled 
fhips. 

4 0 P.  M.  The  fleet  wore  on  the  larboard  tack  i 

to  the  enemy  on  the  fame  tack  to  leeward. 

7 0 Both  fleets  on  the  fame  tack : employed  repair- 

ing damages  and  putting  the  fhip  in  a con- 
dition to  renew  the  adfion. 

0 40  Made  the  fignal  for  two  ftrange  fall,  line-of- 

8 P.M.  battle  fhips,  on  the  W.  by  S.  point. 

to 

30th  May  . Friday  ..  8^  O'"  A.  M.  The  fleet  in  company  on  the  Larboard 

tack  ftanding  to  the  weftward  ; thick  foggy 
weather  : employed  repairing  damages. 

0 15  Made  the  fignal  for  four  fail  on  the  N.  by  W.. 

point. 

0 30  The  enemy  diflindlly  feen  on  the  ftarboard. 

bow  : beat  to  quarters. 

9 10  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  55.  for  the 

fleet  to  form  in  line  of  battle,  a-head  and 
a-flern  of  him  as  mofl  convenient  from  the 
then  accidental  pofition  of  the  fhips,  and  to 
fleer  the  fame  courfe  as  he  did ; alfo  the 
fignal  No.  68.  for  the  rear  of  the  fleet  to 
make  more  fail. 

0 20  He  made  the  Caefar’s  fignal  to  quit  the  line. 

0 30  He  made  the  Venus’s  fignal  to  pafs  withim. 
haiL 

0 4h5  He  made  the  fignal  for  the  order  of  failing  iii 

two  columns  or  divifions. 

LO  5 The  admiral  made  the  fignal  for  fhips  to  ex- 
prefs  if  they  were  in  a condition  to  renew 
the  a£lion,  which  we  anfwered  in  the  af- 
firmative immediately. 

0 8 The  Caefar  made  the  fignal  of  inability  to  re- 

new the  adllon. 

0 *2/2,  The  admiral  made  the  preparative  fignal  to^ 

come  to  the  wind  in  fucceffion  to  the  lar- 
board tack  i thick  hazy  weather : in  our 
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Signals  and  Observations. 

22"’)  ftation  in  the  order  of  falling,  a-head  of  the 
Queen  and  a-ftern  of  th*  Brunfwick. 

34  The  fignal  No.  83.  to  come  to  the  wind  in 
fucceffion  on  the  larboard  tack,  after  the 
leading  Ihip  when  arrived  in  the  wake  there- 
of, and  of  the  feconds  a-head  refpe<Slively  ; 
hauled  our  wind  per  fignal. 

43  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  61.  for  the 
ftilps  of  the  van  divifion  to  clofe  to  their 
leaders. 

12  The  RulTel  made  the  fignal  No.  58.  (private 
fhlps),  to  denote  having  fprung  a lower  yard 
or  mail. 

M.  Thick  foggy  weather  ; loft  fight  of  the 
enemy. 

M.  Thick  foggy  weather ; the  fleet  at  Intervals 
feen  in  company. 

2 P.  M.  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  for  the 
enemy  in  fight,  and  the  fignal  No.  47.  for 
the  Leviathan  to  pafs  within  hail. 

15  He  made  the  fignal  to  bring-to. 

30  The  fignal  No.  73.  for  the  fleet  to  make  fail, 
after  lying  by  the  leading  fhip  firft. 

40  The  fignal  No.  18.  for  the  fleet  to  alter  the 
courfe  together,  one  point  to  ftarboard, 
keeping  the  fame  relative  bearing  from  each 
other : altered  our  courfe  per  fignal. 

45  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  19.  to  alter 
the  courfe  one  point  to  port.  Hauled  up 
per  fignal. 

24  The  Brunfwick  W.  by  N. : twenty-five  fail  of 
the  line  in  company;  twenty-nine  fail  of  the 
enemy  on  the  ftarboard  bow  to  leeward  : 
the  admiral  made  the  fignal  to  chace. 

0 The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  84.  to  come 
to  the  wind  together  on  the  larboard  tack. 
The  fleet,  in  chace  moftly  with  topgallant 
and  ftay-fails  fet ; the  enemy  drawing  toge- 
. ther  and  forming  their  line  to  leeward. 
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Sift  May  • Saturday  . 3^  25”*  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  49.  for  the 

fleet  to  form  in  order  of  battle  on  the  lar- 
board line  of  bearing.  The  Invincible  got  a 
new  maintopfail  fet. 

0 30  He  made  the  fignal  No.  61.  for  the  fleet  to 
keep  in  clofer  order  in  the  line  of  battle : 
weather  clear  to  windward,  and  hazy  to  lee- 
ward. 

0 42  The  fignal  No.  18.  for  the  larboard  divifion  of 
the  fleet  to  alter  the  courfe  one  point  to 
ftarboard  ; anfwered  the  fignal,  and  fet  the 
forefail.  The  Queen  made  the  fignal  for  a 
ftrange  fail  in  the  N.  N.  W.  quarter. 

4 15  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  67.  for  the 

Brunfwlck  to  make  more  fail  in  line  of  battle. 

0 19  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  19.  for  the 

fleet  to  alter  the  courfe  one  point  to  port, 
preferving  their  relative  bearings  : hauled  up 
one  point  per  fignal. 

0 25  The  fignal  No.  19.  repeated ; anfwered  it  and 
hauled  up  one  point. 

0 48  The  fignal  No.  40.  for  the  van  divifion  to  en- 
gage the  van,  ftarboard,  or  weather  divifion 
of  the  enemy. 

0 52  The  fignal  No.  39.  for  our  centre  to  engage 
the  enemy’s  centre. 

5 3 The  fignal  No.  19.  for  the  fleet  to  alter  the 

courfe  to  N.  W.  by  W. 

0 12  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  41.  for  our 

rear  to  engage  the  enemy’s  rear. 

6 0 In  our  ftation  in  the  line,  bearing  down  large 

on  the  enemy,  now  formed  in  line  of  battle 
on  our  lee-bow,  in  number  twenty-feven  or 
twenty-eight  fail  of  the  line  ; the  different 
divifions  in  our  line  bearing  towards  the 
enemy’s  van,  centre,  and  rear,  agreeably  to 
the  fignal. 

0 15  The  fignal  No.  47.  for  the  Phaeton  to  come 
within  hail. 


APPENDIX. 


47  J 

Signals  and  Observations. 

31ft  May  . Saturday  . 6''  30"'  The  fignal  No.  139.  for  each  ftiip  to  carry  a 

light,  and  to  repeat  fignals  made  by  the  ad- 
miral during  the  night : the  enemy  in  line 
of  battle  to  leeward. 

0 44  The  fignal  No.  83.  for  the  whole  fleet  to  come 

to  the  wind  in  fuccelTion  on  the  larboard 
tack  : hauled  our  wind  per  fignal. 

7 10  The  fignal  No.  68.  for  the  rear  of  the  fleet  to 

make  more  fail. 

0 ] 5 The  Southampton  hailed  from  the  admiral 

with  a melTage,  that  he  would  carry  the 
fame  fail  all  night,  if  the  weather  permitted  ; 
and  defired  that  we  would  keep  as  clofe  up 
to  him  as  poflible,  and  rather  to  windward 
of  his  wake,  with  as  many  reefs  out  as  we 
could  carry.  Weather  hazy  ; one  of  the 
enemy’s  frigates  appearing  like  the  Thaines ) 
Handing  between  them  and  us  to  obferve 
our  motions.  The  Southampton  palTed  on 
to  deliver  the  fame  melTage  to  the  rear. 

9 0 Hazy  weather.  In  our  ftation  in  the  line  on 

the  larboard  tack,  and  continued  fo  all  the 
enfuing  night. 

1ft  June  . Sunday  • 4^*  0™  A.  M.  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  1 6.  for 

the  fhip  leading  the  line,  and  the  others  in 
fuccelTion,  to  alter  the  courfe  one  point  to 
ftarboard ; and  the  fignal  No.  47.  to  fpeak 
the  Venus. 

5 0 The  fignal  No.  18.  to  alter  one  point  to  ftar- 

board, which  brought  our  courfe  N.  W. 
bearing  down  on  the  enemy,  now  forming 
on  the  larboard  tacks.  Weather  hazy. 

6 10  The  preparative  flag  to  alter  the  courfe  to 

north. 

0 15  The  preparative  hauled  down,  and  one  gun 

from  the  admiral ; the  alteration  took  place 
throughout  the  line.  The  enemy  twenty- 
eight  or  twenty-nine  fail  in  line  of  battle  to 
leeward. 
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ift  June  * Sunday  • C*'  18"'  The  four  headmoft  fliips  of  the  enemy’s  line 

laid  their  maintopfails  to  the  mart. 

0 23  The  fignal  No.  6 1 . for  the  van-divifion  to  keep 

in  clofer  order. 

0 55  The  fignal  No.  84.  to  prepare  to  haul  the  wind 

together  on  the  larboard  tack. 

7 0 The  preparative  flag  hauled  down.  The  ad- 

miral fired  one  gun,  and  the  alteration  took 
place  throughout  the  line.  Ship’s  company 
went  to  breakfaft. 

0 4 The  fignal  No.  49.  for  the  fleet  to  form  In 

order  of  battle  on  the  larboard  line  of  bear- 
ing ; the  enemy  nearly  within  gunftiot  to 
leeward. 

0 14  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  34.  to  en- 

gage the  enemy,  and  to  pafs  between  the 
fhips  in  their  line,  for  the  purpofe  of  break- 
ing it,  and  obtaining  the  lee-gage. 

0 48  The  fignal  No.  61.  for  the  van  divifion  to  keep 
in  clofer  order. 

8 0 The  fignal  No.  73.  with  the  preparative  flag, 

for  the  fleet  to  prepare  to  make  fail,  after 
lying  by  the  leading  Ihip  firft. 

0 15  The  fignal  No.  36.  for  each  fliip  of  the  fleet 

to  fleer  for,  independently  of  each  other,  and 
engage  the  fhip  oppofed  to  them  In  fituation 
in  the  enemy’s  line. 

0 20  The  admiral  fired  a gun  and  hauled  down  the 
fignal ; bore  up  in  obedience  therewith,  in 
company  with  the  fleet  fleering  for  our  op- 
ponent, the  tenth  fhip  in  the  enemy’s  line 
from  the  rear. 

0 40  Hoifled  our  colours  and  prepared  to  en- 

gage. The  Royal  George  made  the  fignal 
No.  61.  for  his  divifion  to  keep  in  clofer 
order. 

The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  67.  for  the 
fleet  to  make  more  fail,  the  leading  fhip 
firfl,  bearing  down  on  the  enemy. 
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fl  June  c Sunday  . gh  i2ni  Engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  had  fired  on  us 

in  bearing  down, 

0 15  The  fignal  No.  61.  to  keep  in  clofer  order  in 

the  line  of  battle  j and  the  fignal  for  clofe 
adlion. 

0 20  Got  alongfide  of  our  antagonift,  the  tenth 

fhip  in  the  enemy’s  line  from  the  rear : en- 
gaged him  clofely  ; preiTed  him  out  of  the 
line ; 

0 55  And  cut  it  a-head  of  him  : the  fleet  from  van 

to  rear  appeared  now  clofely  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  and  every  way  penetrating  their 
line. 

10  5 The  enemy’s  fhip,  our  antagonifl:  in  the  line, 

loft  his  main  and  mizen-maft.  Pafled  his 
majefty’s  fliip  Marlborough,  totally  difmaft- 
ed,  with  her  colours  flying  at  the  ftumps  of 
her  main  and  fore-maft,  lying  alongfide  of 
a Frenchman,  alfo  totally  difmafted  with 
her  colours  ftruck,  and  apparently  in  a fink- 
ing condition ; the  people  on  the  Marl- 
borough’s decks  cheered  us,  and  foon  after 
we  faw  her  firing  on  fuch  of  the  enemy’s 
{hips  as  fhe  could  bring  her  guns  to  bear 
upon.  The  Orion  bore  up  a-ftern  of  us  to 
cover  us  from  two  of  the  enemy’s  fhips 
, that  were  raking  us  *,  fhe  engaged  them  very 

clofely. 

0 iO  The  Orion  loft  her  maintopmaft,  and  appeared 
otherwife  much  cut  j the  enemy  every-where 
giving  way  and  bearing  up. 

0 20  Obferved  the  commander  in  chief  a-head  of 

us  (having  alfo  cut  the  line),  engaged  with 
feveral  of  the  enemy’s  fhips,  with  his  main 
and  mizen  topfail  a-back,  very  much  dif- 
abled.  The  Valiant  hauled  up  to  fup- 
port  him  ; palTed  to  the  windward,  en- 
gaging the  enemy  as  we  pafled,  and  fhot 
a-head  to  fupport  the  Royal  Sovereign, 
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1 20"^ ) who  was  engaged  with  two  three-deck 
fliips. 

0 45  The  Royal  Sovereign  made  the  fignal  No.  102. 

for  the  fhips  of  his  divifion  to  clofe.  The 
Queen  clofely  engaged  a-ftern ; fome  of 
the  enemy’s  fhips  in  the  rear  bearing  away 
much  difabled. 

11  5 The  Queen  Charlotte  having  loft  main  and 

foretop-maft,  made  the  fignal  No.  55.  for 
the  fleet  to  form  in  line  of  battle,  a-head  or 
a-ftern  of  him,  which  we  obeyed  and  formed 
a-head  of  him. 

0 10  Some  of  the  enemy’s  fhips  from  their  van 

wore,  and,  ftanding  along  on  the  ftarboard 
tack,  engaged  with  the  weathermoft  fhips 
of  our  line.  The  RulTel  attacked  one  of 
them,  and  foon  after  difmafted  her.  The 
Valiant  engaged  with  a three-deck  fhip. 

0 20  The  Csefar  having  bore  up  from  the  van, 

came  and  brought-to  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  on  our  weather-bow ; admiral  Pafley 
to  windward  on  our  weather-quarter,  much 
difabled. 

0 30  The  Royal  Sovereign  made  the  fignal  No.  55. 

with  our  pendant  to  form  the  line  a-head 
or  a-ftern  of  him  as  moft  convenient.  The 
Csefar  ftill  on  our  weather-bow  ; the  Royal 

12  0 Sovereign  and  Defence  a-ftern  of  us.  Still 

engaged  with  two  of  the  enemy’s  three- 
deck  fhips,  and  fome  others.  One  of  the 
three-deck  fhips  with  her  main  and  mizen- 
maft  gone,  and  the  head  of  her  foretop- 
maft.  The  Defence  had  alfo  loft  her  main 
and  mizen-maft.  Admiral  Gardner  clofely 
engaged. 

0 20  P.M.  The  Royal  Sovereign  made  the  fignal  No. 

0 25  102.  for  fhips  to  clofe  round  him.  The  Valiant 

came  out  of  aftion  the  headmoft  fhip  in  the 
line,  much  difabled ; ten  fail  of  the  enemy 
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Signals  and  Observations. 

(Ift  June  • Sunday  . O*'  25”')  totally  difmafted  ; the  Defence  ftill  firing 

on  one  of  the  three-deckers  : the  other  had 
fome  time  before  bore  away  to  join  ten  of 
their  {hips  alTembling  to  leeward. 

0 40  The  Defence  loft  her  foremaft  by  the  board  ; 

and  foon  after  made  the  fignal  No.  61.  for 
having  need  of  alfiftance  in  battle ; feveral 
of  our  fhips  bearing  down  to  her  ; and  the 
enemy’s  three-deck  {hip  going  olF  to  lee- 
ward in  a {battered  condition.  Some  of 

■> 

our  frigates  now  bearing  down,  and  firing 
as  they  palTed  at  the  enemy’s  difmafted 
{hips  to  windward.  One  of  the  French 
{liips  having  got  to  windward  of  our  fleet, 
bore  up  for  their  difmafted  fhip,  and  pa{red 
clofe  under  her  lee,  but  foor  hauled  his 
wind  and  left  her.  The  Queen  clofely 
engaged  in  the  rear,  with  the  lofs  of  her 
mainmaft. 

1 20  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  No.  8 1 . to  come 

to  the  wind  together  on  the  ftarboard  tack ; 
which  we  anfwered,  and  inftantly  obeyed  : 
brought-to  by  the  Royal  Sovereign.  Em- 
ployed fecuring  our  raafts  and  rigging,  and 
putting  the  {hip  in  a condition  to  renew 
the  adlion.  The  enemy’s  difabled  three- 
decker  having  now  joined  their  fhips  to 
leeward,  they  appeared  form.ing  in  a line  ; 
in  number  twelve  fail.  The  Queen  ftill  en- 
gaged with  the  {hips  of  the  enemy’s  line 
paflTing  to  leeward  of  her. 

2 20  The  fignal  No.  73.  to  make  fail  after  lying 

by  j and  the  fignal  No.  55.  to  form  in  line 
of  battle  a-head  and  a-ftern,  as  moft  con- 
venient. 

0 40  PalTed  the  Defence  difmafted,  and  a frigate  by 

her  ; fix  fail  of  the  enemy  difmafted  were 
afterwards  taken  pofTefTion  of  by  our  {hips;. 
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Signals  and  Observations. 

(ill  June  t Sunday  . 2^  40“)  the  wreck  of  mafts  and  yards  every-wherc 

floating  about. 

0 55  The  Venus  hailed  with  a melTage  from  the  ad- 

miral, defiring  us  to  form  in  clofe  order, 
a-head  or  a-ftern  of  him  as  moft  con- 
venient. 

3 15  The  Niger  palTed  and  cheered  us. 

4 0 One  of  the  enemy’s  fhips  having  for  fome 

time  kept  hovering  to  windward,  tacked 
and  flood  along  our  line  on  the  flarboard 
tack  out  of  gun-fhot;  and  pafTmg  our  rear 
at  that  diflance,  he  bore  away  to  join  their 
{hips  to  leeward. 

0 30  The  fignal  No.  64.  for  particular  fhips  to  flay 

by  prizes. 

5 0 Employed  repairing  damages  j found  our  late 

antagonifl  in  the  enemy’s  line  difmafled  and 
among  the  fhips  captured. 

6 50  The  fignal  No.  15.  to  bring-to  and  fet  up  the 

rigging.  Brought-to  per  fignal  j found  fix 
fail  of  the  enemy  captured,  and  two  funk. 


APPENDIX. 


477 


G.  Page  402. 

Prevloufly  to  the  arrival  of  lord  St.  Vincent  and  fir  Charles  Grey'^in  the 
Weft  Indies,  the  French  had  meditated  a defcent  on  the  Bahamas,  as  may  be 
feen  from  the  following  authentick  document. 

The  French  Minifter,  Geneft,  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  America,  was 
indefatigable  to  get  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  to  become 
allies  of  France,  to  declare  againft  Great  Britain  and  make  a general  attack  on 
the  Weft-India  iflandsj  and  in  July  and  Auguft  of  1793,  he  had  colle£fed  a con- 
fiderable  body  of  troops  and  a number  of  ftiips  of  war  under  the  command  of 
the  celebrated  commodore  Bompard,  who  had  his  flag  flying  on  board  Le  Jupiter 
of  50  guns  at  New  York. 

This  armament  gave  a very  ferious  alarm  to  the  Britifli  iflands  and  commerce, 
as  every  one  was  at  a lofs  to  know  which  would  be  the  firft  obje£l:  of  attack  ; 
when  the  earl  of  Dunmore,  the  governor  of  the  Bahama  iflands,  received  the 
moft  authentick  and  confidential  information  from  America,  that  the  Bahamas 
were  immediately  to  be  attacked  with  all  the  force  that  Bompard  and  Geneft 
could  colledt  for  that  purpofe  j not  only  becaufe  the  ifland  of  New  Providence 
was  filled  with  prize  goods  and  Britifti  merchandife  to  an  immenfe  amount,  which 
would  become  a valuable  acquifition  to  the  captors,  but  they  had  a particular 
animofity  againft  the  people  of  that  ifland  on  account  of  their  numerous  pri- 
vateers, which  captured  almoft  every  thing  that  belonged  to  the  French  or 
Spaniards  in  thofe  feas : and  the  Americans  were  equally  anxious  to  promote  the 
fuccefs  of  the  expedition  againft  that  place,  becaufe  great  numbers  of  their  ftiips 
and  velTels  were  carried  in  there  by  the  cruifers,  on  account  of  having  French  or 
Spanifti  cargoes  on  board,  or  being  laden  with  contraband  of  war. 

At  this  time  lord  Dunmore  had  nearly  finiftied  a fort,  conftrudted  for  the 
purpofe  of  defending  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  NalTau,  which  is  the  feat  of 
government  in  the  Bahamas;  and  on  his  receiving  the  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s 
defign,  he  ufed  the  moft  indefatigable  exertions  to  complete  this  and  other  points 
of  defence,  being  determined  to  defend  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity,  as  there 
were  about  three  hundred  regular  troops  in  the  garrifon,  and  fix  hundred  Militia 
in  the  town,  both  in  high  fpirits  and  difcipline.  He  alfo  ordered  the  privateers 
and  cruifers  into  port  to  aflTift  in  the  defence  of  the  ifland ; thefe,  to  the  number 
of  about  twenty  fail  of  armed  veflels,  and  one  thoufand  men,  he  put  under  the 
command  and  direiftionof  the  honourable  John  Miller,  a member’of  the  council  in 
whom  his  lord  (hip  placed  the  greateft  confidence,  not  only  from  a perfeflA 
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knowledge  of  this  gentleman,  who  had  a great  flake  in  the  colony  and  much  po- 
pularity with  the  feamen  and  inhabitants,  but  becaufe  he,  above  all  men,  dreaded 
the  thought  of  furrendering  to  an  enemy,  having  loft  a large  fortune  when  cap- 
tured at  this  place  in  1782  by  a Spanifh  armament,  under  articles  of  capitulation 
which  were  violated  in  the  moft  fhameful  manner.* 


* The  Bahama  Iflands  furrendered  in  May  J782,  to  lieutenant-general  Cagigal,  who 
had  a very  confiderable  force  under  his  t ommand.  The  Spanifli  commanders,  wifhing  to 
detain  Mr,'  Miller  in  their  hands,  under  the  moll  unjull  pretences  feized  all  his  pro- 
perty, and  fent  him  prifoner  on  board  a man-of-war  to  the  Havannah,  on  which  occafion 
he  was  lodged  in  the  Moro  callle  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  in  which  fortrefs  he 
remained  a confiderable  time : but  although  this  event  was  peculiarly  difagreeable  on  his  own 
account,  yet  it  proved  moft  fortunate  for  his  country  ; as  the  Jamaica  fleet  which  failed 
from  that  illand  in  December  1782,  confifting  of  about  feventy  fail  of  merchantmen, 
under  convoy  of  the  London  of  pS  guns,  two  other  fhips  of  the  line,  and  fome  fmaller 
veflels  of  war,  appeared  in  fight  early  one  morning  from  the  Moro  caftle,  but  at  a great 
diftance  to  leeward,  in  their  paflage  through  the  Gulph  of  Florida,  not  knowing  that 
admiral  Solano  lay  there  in  a fliip  of  100  guns,  with  fixteen  other  ftiips  of  the  line  and 
ten  or  twelve  frigates,  it  having  been  underftood  that  he  was  at  Cape  Fran9ois  in  St. 
Domingo. 

Mr.  Miller  being  on  the  upper  ramparts  when  the  fignal  for  an  enemy’s  fleet  was 
bending  to  the  hallyards  of  the  flag-ftaff  in  the  fort  to  give  the  admiral  notice,  he  pre- 
vailed on  the  officer  ftationed  at  the  fignal-poft  to  believe,  as  the  morning  was  very  hazy, 
that  thefe  veflels  (a  few  only  of  them  having  as  yet  appeared  in  fight)  were  from  New 
Orleans  and  the  Miffiffippi,  from  which  place  a number  had  been  daily  expelled.  The 
operation  was  accordingly  fufpended  until  the  afternoon,  when  the  Engliffi  fleet  ap- 
peared in  full  view,  and  could  be  difcerned  with  glaflps  too  plainly  to  be  miftaken  : 
fignals  were  then  made  to^  the  admiral,  who  inftantly  put  every  thing  in  motion  to  fail 
that  evening;  he  was  however  unable  to  accomplifh  his  wifli,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night  the  wind  fliifted  to  the  north,  and  continued  fo  for  about  twenty-four  hours,  during 
which  time  and  the  greater  part  of  another  day  employed  in  paffing  out  of  the  harbour, 
our  fleet  were  enabled  to  reach  the  Gulph  ftream  and  efcaped.  Admiral  Solano,  after 
being  at  fea  about  eight  days  in  purfuit  of  them,  and  not  choofing  to  enter  the  Gulph, 
returned,  having  taken  only  one  brig  from  Jamaica  bound  to  Lancafter. 

Shortly  after  the  fleet  had  failed  from  Jamaica,  the  commanding  officer  on  that 
ftation,  having  been  informed  where  the  Spaniffi  fleet  were,  fent  the  Fox  frigate,  captain 
Stoney,  to  recal  them,  but  too  late  ; the  Fox  paffing  near  the  Flavannah,  two  floops  of 
war  were  fent  out  to  take  her,  but  after  a fmart  aftion  ffie  captured  one  of  them  and 
the  other  efcaped  into  port.  To  fave  the  perfon  who  had  the  charge  of  the  fignals  at 
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Lord  Dunmore  havingconfidered  himfelf  fufficiently  prepared  to  meet  the 
armament  of  Bompard,  fent  away  the  prifoners  of  war,  and  allowed  all  the  Ame- 
rican and  other  foreign  veflels  to  depart,  there  being  reafon  to  fear  they  would 
afllft  the  enemy  : and  this  prudent  meafure  of  his  lordfhip  was  the  principal 
caufe  of  the  attack  upon  the  colony  having  been  abandoned  by  the  French 
minifter  and  commodore,  as  many  of  thefe  Americans  and  French  on  their 
arrival  at  New  York  were  examined  by  the  commanders,  when  they  all  repre- 
fented  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  and  the  great  and  uncommon  exertions  which 
the  governour  and  people  were  making  for  their^efence.  It  was  accordingly  con- 
fidered  from  this  information,  as  well  as  the  enterprifing  character  of  his  lordfhip, 
to  be  a defperate  and  hopelefs  attempt,  and  was  therefore  abandoned. 

Thus,  by  prudence  and  forefight,  were  the  Bahama  iflands,  fo  important  in 
time  of  war  on  account  of  their  commanding  the  windward  and  Gulph  paflages, 
in  all  probability  preferved  to  England. 

The  French  having  fpent  a confiderable  time  in  collecting  this  force  for  an  ex- 
pedition which  they  had  relinquifhed,  now  altered  their  plan,  and  meditated  an 
attack  on  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  together  with  the  capture  of  Newfoundland ; 
but  the  fpirit  of  the  Americans  connefted  with  Geneft  having  from  the  delay 
begun  to  cool,  and  the  French  feamen  and  foldiers  being  difappointed,  as  they 
thought,  of  the  rich  plunder  of  the  Bahamas,  a mutiny  broke  out  in  their  fleet, 
which  compelled  the  commanding  officers  to  fail  for  France  without  attempting 
any  of  the  objecfts  of  their  expedition. 


the  Moro,  Mr.  Miller  avowed  and  juftified  the  faft  and  the  motive  ; for  which  he  was 
immediately  reftrifted  of  the  fmall  portion  of  liberty  that  was  left  him,  and  during  that 
time  was  confidered  to  be  in  no  fmall  degree  of  perfonal  danger.  , 
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